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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 


1 


TEXT. 


Page 327. 
Page 381. 

Page 391. 

Page 65S. 


Page 659. 


Page 66t. 

Page 663. 
Page 677. 
Page 692. 
Page 743. 


Page 9S6. 
Page 1015, 


Page 94. 
Page 97. 
Page 188. 


Page 460. 
Page 482. 
Page 505. 


Page 506. 


PART T. 

Thirty-fourth line, ^ top, for Boyle read Beyls. 

Twentieth line, top, strike out the comma between Damas an<l 
and for Emery read wherever it occurs. 

Add skirvlishing to sentence ending with time, eleventh line, top. 
Strike out skirmishing, twelfth line, top, and begin paragnipb w itli On. 

First Brigade, First Division, Carnes’ (Tenncs.see) Battery, for Lieut. 
L. G. Marshall read Capt. William W. Carnes. Third Brigade, I'irst 
Division, 6th and 9th Tennessee, strike out Maj.J. L. Harris, 

First Division, Hardee’s Corps, Third Brigade, for Lieut. J. Ii\ ALehane 
read Lieut. J. ll\ Phillips; Fourth Briga<le, 2d Kentucky, insert 
Capt. James Afoss nHov Maj. Jajues W. He;eitt. 

Wheeler’s Brigade, srst Alabama, strike out J.ieut. i'ot.J. l>. Webb; 
also insert Afaj\ before DelVitt C. Douglass. 

> Strike out " after j, tenth line, bottom. 

For G. W. Jones read G. W. Tmes. 

Strike out foot-note and iinsert See Plate Map /, of the Atlas. 

Vaughan’s report, twelfth line, erase the semicolon after .sharpshooters 
and insert a ; erase the comma after Creighton and insert a 

semicolon. 

For Baldwin's ( William W.) read Baldwin's ( William M,). 

Seventh line, top, for /S63 read /S62. 

PART 2. 

Frase foot-note and insert See Sejdes IT, Vol. p. 6/6. 

Frase foot-note Not found and insert .S/v* Set ies II, / xd. /, p, 

Grant to Hallcck and Rosecrans, beginning at the second si'ulence, 
should read Rosecrans ought to push them, and, if possible, y unboats 
be sent up the Tennessee. In the address, slrik(‘ out, after Ualhu'k, 
and ATajor-Ceneral Rosecrans. 

In t foot-note, for Vol. JS, Part /, read Set ies /, l ot. //, Part />. 

Polk to Jack, eleventh line, for Shauf tier's [i''] read Shofei's, 

Add to foot-note: Also authentic ti.st published in Series /, / oL 5.*, 
Part /, pp. 

Under Field and Staff, t James A. Anderson anti athl fot)t- 
note, Name not borne on o(liciaf list. Series I, I 'of, Part /, 
although the muster-roll of the Field and Staff for Dee. yr, tx'ibe, slnaes 
him present." 

Seventeenth line, bottom, insert | AWr James . I. Rothermel anti adtl 
foot-note, \ Muster-roll of Cotnpany B, iy;th Penusvlvania (\realtv, 
for November and December, /Stu, reports James . L Rothermel 
"’''ATutinied and refused to march 7oith try iment from Nashville, />et. 
26, but joined it in battle Dec. jj, /S62." See also Series /, VoL 5**, 
Part /, p. j2/. 

Twenty-second line, top, insert after David Shaeffenxnt] add foot-nf»tt% 
‘^Name not home on official list. Series /, VoL 5^, Part /, p. y.y, 
although the muster-roll of Company E, /^th Pennsylvania < atutli v, 
for November and December, 1862, reports David Shaefferas ^ present, ' * 
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Page 506. 


Page 507. 


Page s\o. 
Page 515. 
Vage 577. 


Twenty-first line, bottom, insert f after- Coleman H. Wafts and add 
foot-note, i Name not home on official list^ Series /, Vol. 5^, Part /, 
P' 3 ^ 3 > althou^s*h it appears from Vesin^s report^ J "oL 20^ Part 2^ p. 
357 y duty ivitJi the regiment at the front 3^ 

Fifteenth line, bottom, insert f after Bruce Lambert^ and add foot-note, 
I Name not borne on official list, ^SeHes /, Vol. ^2, Part /, p. 323 ^ 

although it appears from Vec:i?i^s report, Vol. 20, PaH 2, p. 337, 

that he 7 vas on duty with the reginicjit at the front. 

Twenty-second line, top, insert * after James N. Rae and add foot-note. 
Name not borne on official list. Series I, Vol. 32, Part i, p. 323, 

although it appea^^s from Vezin^s report, Vol. 20, Part 2, p. 337, that 

he 7vas “ on duty with the regiment at the front.' ^ 
b'or Boyd's ( William) read Boyd's ( IViet). 

For Ruteshauser' s read Rutisha user's. 

Tx-anspose eleventh line to follow Welles, Gideon. 


INTBlilX. 

Insort alt wards and fignros in italic.s and strikeout all in [brackets]. An asteri.sk (*) followinj? a 
correction indicates tliat '‘Additions and Corrections ” to the text should be consulted. References 
juc to paitsof voUnne. 


Part. 

Ad.mus, b'rank T. [K.] 2 

Alabama Troops. 

Infantry Kc}j;iincnts: 

.•dth (( 1,2 

.\ndcrson, James b., 305 H* 

Arkansas Tu»ops. 
hil’antiy-^ Key,inicnts: 

c.stb f 7V< /«/»«//( I 

.atth ( 'I'm tthulh 1, 2 

,nst ( .lA't nn i 

Hal<U\in, William M. [W.]..... i 

Uajrow, Uiit lllatl.] 1 

ll<'iU'd,./«/;;/cs 1 Joseph, I 1 

Ileckei , llowatd // * 


/» 7 wi , H'UnKnt ll\ |Hlackmoi, Wilnuir 


W-i * 

lioi('s, J.nm s /■'. 1 ' 

Itoyil, ti'u'i I William] .* 

Hradley, hmot r ] Captain] 2 

Hiaily, // W 

HucktuT, Urui Y i [Mr. 1 i 

Uummjtihs ( Hurnm^h], Samui‘1 <1 2 

iiuttinj {nntlurl'j, John W 2 

Carnes, W. W., AvV,- Marshall, C., [dsSj*. . r 


Carney, Patrii k // 

Caison, Thomas It. IbientenantJ 

Carter’s Haul, Dec. 20, iSAa-Jan. 5, iSd^. 


thimmunications from 

Haldwin, William M. [W.] i 

Keports of 

Halil win, William [W.] i 

SUetchcH, I 

Casey, Dunid [Captain] 2 

('armaffh [CavanaiiKkj* 1' ba 

Cheatham, Afunroe [Mimrtx:] 2 

ChtTokce Station, Ala. [Tctin.] i 

( '/ioh [Clarke], David 2 

Clark, ttmrgr F, [Prank] 1 

Clark, John 5..... i 

atP? [Clift], A Mrs.. 2 


Part. 


Comfort, Aaron /. [J.] i 

Canard [Conrad], W’illiam 2 

Conaway, James F. 2 

Cook, Kd. C., S07 [Cook, PI. C., ftoyj i 

Cook, yb [Orderly] r 

Ctnnes [Corns], pdwaid 2 

Cot put, Afa.r Van Drn [Van Den Corput, 

Max] 2 

thiily [Dailey], Thomas H i 

/hmfx, (trop'/rv P. [Dennis, Ooffrey P ] 2 

/ V7W/>m [ Devell )liss] , Ai idi cw t 

Draiic, Joseph S. [T.] i 

/ufvr I Kd}4t-‘] , Robert : 2 

phleis, Thomas // [K.] i 

f, Srhustian [P'rfnt, Colonel] 2 

Fmrn'e, Vamas [Pinery, Orderly] [Damns, 

Orderly, 381] * i 

/•7m/// [ Klei.sh] , M. b i 

Ftankrnbeny [Krankenlmryj, Allen D 2 

Garner, Aht^am [Abraliam] H 2 

Gholson, William [G.] 1 

Glas.s, P. 7 \ [K.] I 

Glenn, W. G. 

Correspondence with W. Af. [W ] Haldwin, i 

(totd [Gould], Samuel C 1 

Grant, XT. S. 

Correspondence with 

Uosccrans, W. S., [188] * 2 

Guffey, Weshy S. [William] 2 

Hastiuft.s, J. H., SS7 [87] I 

Umdley [Xleadly], George F 2 

Hendrickson [Hendrixson], II. A i 

Hergeskeimer [Kergeshimer] , William H. . . . 2 

Hewitt, Jacob R., 331 [Hewitt, J. Randolph, 

3SI] “ 

Hurson [Huenson], Edward i 

Imes, George W. [Jones, O. W.] i 

Imhoff, Edward B., 357 [Imhoff, Edward H., 

357] * 

Isett, J. Henry, ^otf flsett, I. H., 506] 2 
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ADDITION’S AND OOREECTIONS 


Part. 

Jamison, John A 2 

[Jameson], Wilbur F 2 

Johmen^ C. G. [Johnson, C J.] i 

Johnston^ Beverly R. [Johnson, Bey.] 2 

Jordan [Jordon], Robert H 2' 

Kelly, Reynold Z,. [F.] 2 

Kentucky Troops (C.). 

Artillery, Tight— Batteries: 

Byrne’s i 

Note.— N ew battery organized subse- 
quent to May 2, 1S62. 

Kerchival, R, K. [Private] 2 

Kibler [Kibbler] , Francis F i 

Tambert, Bruce, 506 * 2 

Tangdon, [F.] Bassett i 

Leas [Tease], William J i 

Leedom [Teedum] , Isaac 2 

Lindsley [Tindsly], Webster i 

Lodor [Toder], R i 

Tongwell, William H. i 

Tord, Simeon [Simon], jr 2 

Tush, William H. [N.] 2 

McAUester 2 

McCarter, Couriland [Corton] T 2 

McConnico, W. L. [Major] 2 

McDonald [McDonald], Bedan B i 

McMahan [McMahon], Arnold i 

McMasier [McMasters], Charles 1 

McNeish [McNish], T i 

McReynolds,/, [James] T i 

Manigault, A. M 

[Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 

1863, during Stone’s River Campaign, 

274] I 

Marshall, Humphrey. 

Correspondence with 

Baldwin, W. M, [W.] i 

Meeker, F. /. [J.] 2 

Meeker, Fdwin /. Q.] i 

Megee, Andrew/ 2 

Milligan^ James^ 361 2 

Mississippi, Army of the, PFesiern Depart- 
ment (C.). 

Merged tnto the A rmy of Tennessee^ 41 1 .... 2 

[Monger, Captain, 222] i 

Montgomery, J. T., 431 [433] 2 

Montgomery, James H. M., 303 [301] 2 

Moseley, J. F., 677 [67] i 

Moss, James W., 6sg* i 

Murdock, William M., 307; Murdock, Wil- 
liam B., [507] 2 

Nashville, Tenn. 

Attacks on forage train near, Dec. 14, 1862. 

Reports of 

Stevens, Sylvanus H., [jr.] i 

[O’Conner], John i 

Patteson [Pattison], Fdward, jr 2 

Pattison [Patterson] , William F 2 

Phillips, J. W., djp/ Mebane, John W., Men- 
tioned, [659]* I 


Part. 


Prosser, William F., 505 {Proser, William F., 


Raymond, Samuel B. [ ] — - 2 

Rea, James N., 507 [Rae, James N., 507]* 2 

Remont [Remout] , Frank F 2 

Rendlehrock [Rendelbrook] , Joseph i 

[Regua], James F 2 

Reynolds, J. ZT [R.] ‘. 2 

Rickards [Richards], Job W 2 

Riehle [Riehls], Henry B 2 

Rogers, Canada H. i 

Rogers, Canada H , Mrs i 

Rosecrans, W. S. 

Correspondence with 

Grant, U. S., [1S8] * 2 

Rothermel, James A , 505* 2 

Rutishauser [Ruteshauser] , Isaac 2 

[Shon field], John 2 

Sedgewick, Thomas D. 

Report of operations, etc., 536 [535] i 

Sellers, Charles E. [P.] 2 

Shaeffer, David, 506* 2 

Shaffer [Schaeffer] , William G 2 

Sketches, Diagrams, etc. 

Carter’s Raid, etc., joo 1 

Smith, James M. [A. (Tieut. sSth Ind. Inf.)] . i 

Stewart [Stuart], William H. B 2 

Strahl, Otho [Oscar] F i 

Swan, J^. J 1 

Tawney, David H. 2 

Temple, James [J. B ] i 

Tennessee, Army of (C.). 

Re-enforcements for. Communications 
from 

[Army Headquarters, 4, 10, 310] 2 

Tennessee, Army of the (U.). 

Re-enforcements for. Communication.s 
from 

Army Headquarters, 4, 10, 310 2 

Tennessee Troops (C.). 

Infantry— Regiments : 

[31st, 414, 41S] 2 

31st {Bradford, A. H.), 414 2 

31st {Bradford, M.), 418 2 

Texas Troops. 

Cavalry— Regiments : 

15th i 1,2 

Trecy,J. F. [Tracy, 1 2 

Tuttle, Herman [Heman] B i 

Wadsworth, Dewitt [D. W.] C i 

Warg [Ward], Josiah 2 

Watts, Coleman H., 506* 2 

Webb, James D., [661] * i 

Weigle [Wigle], Nicholas F 2 

Welty, James S 2 

Wilson, Selden [Seldon] T 2 

Withers, R. W.,yr r 

Wright, John A. {25th Ark.) i 

Wright, A,{jst Ky.and A.A.G.) i 

Zantzinger, Barton [Mr.] i 
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PKBEAOE 


By an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation 
to enable tbe Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official 
Records of the War of the Bebellion, both of the Union and Oonfed- 
rate Armies,^ and directed him have copied for the Public Printer 
11 reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied 
r printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 
Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made from 
ime to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided ^^for 
tie printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 
0,000 copies of a compilation of the Official Eecords (Union and Oon- 
^derate) of the War of the EebeUion, so far as the same may be ready 
ox publication, during the fiscal year” 5 and that “of said number, 
,000 copies shall be for the use of the House of Eepresentatives, 2,000 
opies-.for the use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the 
Uxecutive Departments.”* 

This compilation will be the first general publication of the military 
chords of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be 
btained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical value. 

^Volume I to V distributed under act approved June 16, 1880. The act approved 
Lugust 7, 1882, provides that— 

“ The volumes of the ofificial records of the war of the rebellion shall be distributed 
& follows : One thousand copies to the executive departments, as now provided by 
aw. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War among officers of 
he Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three hundred copies shaU 
►e sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizations, and individuals as 
aay be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates of the Forty- 
eventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-six, and each 
Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of such addresses, and the 
volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are published, until the pub- 
ication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall inform the 
Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those heretofore published they 
lave forwarded to such ' addresses. The remaining copies of the eleven thousand to 
)e published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided 
lerein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of publication with ten per 
lent, added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury. 
If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address the Secretary of 
PVar shall inform the Senators, Representatives or Delegates, who have designated 
he same, who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. 
Che Secretary of War shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congress 
vhat volumes of the series heretofore published have not been furnished to such 
ibrarios, organizations, and individuals. He shall also inform distributees at whose 
nstance the volumes are sent.^' 

ni 
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The publication will present the records in the following order of 
arrangement: 

The 1st Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con- 
federate, of the first seizures of United States property in the Southern 
States, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspond- 
ence, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed, 
is to be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns 
and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the 
events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme- 
diately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &c., 
not embraced in the ^^rex)orts’’ proper will follow (first Union and next 
Confederate) in chronological order. 

The 2d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so 
far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 
prisoners. 

The 3d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with 
the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects of the 
first and second series. It will set forth the annual and special reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the General-in Chief, and of the chiefs of 
the several staff corps and departments 5 the calls for troops, and the 
correspondence between the ISTational and the several State authorities. 

The 4th Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the 
Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence 
between the Union and confederate authorities giv^n in that series. 

EOBEET 2^. SCOTT, 

Ilajorj Third Art, and Bvt. Lieut, CoL 

War Department, August 23, 1880. 

Approved : 


ALEX. EAMSET, 

Becretary of War. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 


IPERATIONS IN KENTUCKY, MIDDLE AND EAST 
TENNESSEE, NORTH ALABAMA, AND SOUTHWEST 
VIRGINIA. 


November 1, 1862-Jaiiuary 20, 1863. 


Oin 'THE AI i E^EITSTTB.* 

fov. 1, 1862. — Tbe command of General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, extended 
over troops in Department of East Tennessee. 

Skirmish in Henderson County, Ky. 

3, 1862. — General Bragg resumes command of Department No. 2.t 

5, 1862.—Action at Nashville, Tenn. 

Affair near Piketou, Ky. 

6, 1862. — Skirmisli at Garrettsburg, Ky. 

7, 1862. — General Bragg resumes immediate command of the Army of the 

Mississippi, which is divided into two army corps, the First under 
Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk, and the Second under Lieut. Gen. 
William J. Hardee. 

Skirmish at Gallatin, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Tyree Springs, Tenn. 

Skirmish at White Range, Tenn. 

8, 1862.~Skirmish at Bnrkesville, Ky. 

Skirmish on the Cumberland River, near Gallatin, Tenn. 

' 9, 1862. — Skirmish at Silver Springs, Tenn. , 

Skirmish at Lebanon, Tenn. 

12. 1862. — Capture of courier station on Stone’s River, Tenn. 

13. 1862. — Lieutenant-General Hardee assumes command of the Second Corps, 

Army of tbe Mississippi. 

Skirmish near Nashville, Tenn. 

15-20, 1862. — Reconnaissance from Edgefitdd Junction toward Clarksville, Tenn. 
17-29, 1862. — Expedition from Sparta, Tenn., into Kentncky. 

18, 1862. — Skirmish at Rural Hill, Tenn. 

19, 1862. — Skirmish at Tunnel Hill, Ky. 

Reconnaissance toward La Vergne, Tenn. 

Skirmish near Tompkinsville, Ky. 

20. 1862. — The Confederate Army of Teunessee constituted, to consist of E. 

Kirby Smith’s, Polk’s, and Hardee’s army corps. 

24. 1862. — General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Array, assigned to a command 

. ^ embracing Western North Carolina, Tennessee, Northern Geor- 

gia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Eastern Louisiana. 

Skirmish near Tompkinsville, Ky. 

25, 1862.— Skirmish at Calhoun, Ky. 

*Of some of the minor conmets noted in this Summary,” no circumstantial 

reports are on file. ^ x t • j. *. 

t On October 24, 1862, the command had been temporarily transferred to Lieutenant- 

General Polk. , 

1 E E— VOL XX, PT I 
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Nov. 25, 1862.— Skirmisli at Clarksville, Tenn, 

26, 1862,— Lieutenant-General Polk assumes command of “ Polkas Corps, 

Army of Tennessee. 

26-27, 1862. — Reconnaissance to La Vergne, Tenn., and skirmisli. 

26-30, 1862.— Operations about Springfield, Tenn. 

26^Dec. 1, 1862.— Expedition from Edgefield to Harpeth Shoals, Clarksville, 
&c., Tenn. 

27, 1862. — Skirmish at Mill Creek, Tenn. 

28, 1862.— Skirmishes on the Carthage road, near Hartsville and Rome, Tenn. 
29-Dec. 1, 1862.— Reconnaissance from Stewart’s Ferry, Stone’s River, to 

Baird’s Mills, Tenn., and skirmishes en route. 

Dec. 1, 1882. — Skirmish near Nolensville, Tenn. 

3, 1862.— Attack on Union forage train on the Hardin pike, near Nashville, 

Tenn. 

4, 1862.— General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, assumes the command to 

which he was assigned November 24. 

Skirmish in Floyd County, Ky. 

Skirmish on the Franklin pike, near Holly Tree Gap, Tenn. 
Capture of outpost near Stewart’s Ferry (or Ford), Stone’s River, 
Tenn. 

4- 5, 1862.— Capture of transports, and skirmishes near Preatonburg, Ky. 

6, 1862. — Skirmish near Kimbrough’s Mill, Mill Creek, Tenn. 

7, 1862. — Action at Hartsville, Tenn. 

9, 1862. — Skirmish at Dobbins’ Ferry, near La Yergne, Tenn. 

Reconnaissance toward Franklin, and skirmish near Brentwood, 
Tenn. 

11, 1862. — Skirmish at La Yergne, Tenn. 

Skirmish near Nashville, Tenn. 

11-12, 1862. — Reconnaissance from Nashville to Franklin, Tenn., and skirmishes 
on the Wilson Creek pike and at Franklin. 

12. 1862. — Skirmishes at Cherokee Station and Little Bear Creek, Ala.* 

14, 1862. — Attack on forage train and skirmish on the Franklin pike, near 
Nashville, Tenn. 

15-16, 1862. — Yiolation of flag of truce. 

20, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. — Carter’s raid into East Tennessee and Southwest Yir- 

ginia. 

21, 1862, — Skirmish on the Wilson Creek pike, Tenn. 

22, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863. — Morgan’s second Kentucky raid. 

23. 1862. — Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, C. S. Army, resumes command of the 

Department of East Tennessee. 

Skirmish near Nashville, Tenn. 

24. 1862. — Skirmish near Nashville, Tenn. 

24, 1862-Jan, 1, 1863. — Expedition into East Tennessee, and skirmish at 

Perkins’ Mill, on Elk Fork, December 28. 

25, 1862. — Skirmish on the Wilson Creek pike, between Brentwood and 

Petersburg, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Prim’s blacksmith shop, Edmondson pike, Tenn. 

26, 1862. — Capture of guerrilla camp in Powell County, Ky. 

Mutiny of the Anderson Cavalry.t 

26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. — The Stone’s River, or Murfreesborough, Tenn,, Cam- 
paign. 

* See reconnaissance from Corinth, Miss., toward Tuscumbia, Ala., &.C., December 
^14, Series I, Yol. XVII, Part I, p. 541. 

f See report of Maj. Nelson H. Davis, February 4, 1863, in ‘‘Correspondence, etc.,” 
Part II, of this volume^ 
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Jan. 8-14, 1863. — ^Wheeler^s raid, including affairs at Mill Creek, Harpeth. Shoals, 
and Ashland, Tenn. 

9, 1863. — The Army of the Cnmberland divided into three army corps, the 
Fourteenth, Twentieth, and Twenty-first, under Mnj. Gens. 
George H. Thomas, Alexander McD. McCook, and Thomas L. 
Crittenden. 

10, 1863. — Skirmish at Clifton, Tenn. 

13-15, 1863. — Reconnaissance from Murfreeshorough to Notensville and Ver- 
sailles, Tenn. 

13-19, 1863. — Reconnaissance from hfashvilleto Harpeth River and Cumberland 
River Shoals, Tenn. 

17, 1863. — Brig. Gen. D. S. Donelson, C. S. .Army, assigned to command of 
the Department of East Tennessee, vice Brigadier-General Heth, 
ordered to Virginia. 

19, 1863.— Skirmish near Woodbury, Tenn. 


NOVEMBER 5, 1862— Action at Nashville, Tenn. 

UBPORTS. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen. James S. Negley, U. S. Army. 

No. 2. — Col. Robert T’. Smith, Sixteenth Illinois Infantry. ' 

No. 3. — General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, commanding Army of Tennessee. 

No. 4. — Brig. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry. 

Ko. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. James 8. Wegley^ U. 8. Army. 

Headquarters United States Forces, 

Nashville^ Tenn,^ November 5, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose you an official report of a small affair 
with the enemy to-day. I do not apprehend an attack upon Nashville 
in force before the arrival of re enforcements. The enemy continue to 
concentrate troops at Murfreeshorough and toward Nashville. Their 
force positively exceeds 25,000, of which at least 5,000 are cavalry. 
They have about forty pieces of artillery, and it is now certain that a 
portion of Bragg’s army is at Murlreesborough; but whether they will 
maintain a position at Murfreeshorough or this side is not plainly indi- 
cated by their present operations. Their cavalry approach our lines 
daily, and are engaged in driving off stock and negroes. My command 
is in fine spirits and the transportation in excellent condition. 

With assurances of high personal esteem, I am, yours, very truly, 

JAS. 8. NEGLEY, 

^ Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ducat, 

Chief of Staff . 

[InolosDxe.] 

Hbadqttakters United States Foeobs, 

Nashville, Tenn., November 5, 1862. 

See: This morning at 2 o’clock Forrest’s (rebel) cavalry, numbering 
about 3,000, with four pieces of artillery, opened a sharp fire on our 
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picket line, on the south, between the Franklin and Lebanon pikes.. 
The picket line on the Murfrcesborongh road gradually withdrew, for 
the purpose of bringing the enemy under the guns of Fort JSTegley, two 
of which were opened upon the enemy and drove him speedily beyond 
the range. , ^ 

Almost simultaneously with the attack on the south, John Morgan’s 
forces (2,500 strong, with one piece of artillery) made a dash on Colonel 
Smith’s command, on the north side of the river, with the evident in- 
tention of destroying the railroad and pontoon bridges. After a sharp 
contest, in which several companies of Illinois troops behaved with 
great gallantry, Morgan was repulsed, leaving a stand of regimental 
colors ill our hands, 5 killed, and 19 wounded. He then burned an old 
railroad building in Edgefield and retreated to Gallatin. 

Finding the enemy on the south taking a position beyond our picket 
lines, Colonel Eobcrts, with two regiments of infantry and one section 
of artillery, was ordered to advance on the Murfreesborough road, while 
I took the Sixty-ninth Ohio Infantry, with a portion of the Seventy- 
eighth Pennsylvania, Fourteenth Michigan, and Colonels Stokes’ and 
Wynkoop’s cavalry, with two sections of artillery, numbering, in all, 
about 1,400 men, and pursued that portion of the enemy on the Frank- 
lin pike. They were speedily driven from every position by our artillery 
until we reached a distance of 7 miles from the city. Colonel Stokes’ 
cavalry was here directed to charge upon the enemy’s rear and then re- 
treat, with a view of bringing him to a stand ; but the main body of the 
enemy, with their artillery, had suddenly turned into a lane to the left, 
while our cavalry, in the excitement of the chase, pursued a small por- 
tion of the enemy within 5 miles of Franklin, capturing some prisoners, 
killing several, and taking a drove of cattle. Previous to the return of 
Stokes’ cavalry, the enemy appeared in considerable force upon our left, 
front, and rear, with the evident intention of cutting off the cavalry and 
our retreat. The infantry and artillery were immediately moved for- 
ward a mile, to the suiiport of our cavalry, which was ordered to rejoin 
the column immediately. 

Upon receiving intelligence from my vedettes that the enemy was in 
force a mile to our rear, masking a battery close to the road, the head 
of the column was immediately placed to the rear and hastened forward 
to the position occupied by the enemy, fortunately getting our artillery 
into posilion and action, forcing the enemy to retire, which he did in 
great confusion and with considerable loss, after which he succeeded in 
getting his artillery into position, and a brisk firing ensued for about 
half an hour, during which time our forces had to be frequently shifted, 
to avoid their range. 

Ascertaining that the enemy greatly outnumbered our force, and were 
aiming to make a charge on both of our flanks, the troops were slowly 
retired, upon favorable ground, toward the city. At the same time the 
cavalry was so disposed as to divert the coming charge of the enemy on 
our rear, and lead them upon the Fourteenth Michigan Infimtry. The 
object succeeded admirably, an entire regiment of cavalry making the 
charge receiving a fire so destructive as to drive them back in great 
disorder. The enemy then planted several guns on the turnpike’, which 
were driven off before they could charge their pieces. ,Our forces then 
retired in good order toward the city, the enemy making one more at- 
tempt to get in our rear, nearer the city, but were immediately driven 
off' by a regiment of infantry and a section of artillery, which had been 
ordered forward as a reserve. The concerted plans of the enemy, who 
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id Hanson^s brigade of four Kentucky regiments and two Tennessee 
giments of infantry, with five batteries of artillery, were defeated, and 
abled our troops to give an additional proof of their ef&ciency and 
dor. 

As we did not reoccupy the field of action, the enemy^s total loss is 
iknown, but is represented by prisoners to have been large. Tweuty- 
ree prisoners were captured, including 2 captains of Morgans artil- 
ry. Our casualties of the day ^vere 26 wounded and 19 missing. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. S. NEGLEY, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ducat, 

Chief of Staff. 


Ko. 2. 

Report of Col. Robert F. Smithy Sixteenth Illinois Infantry. 

Heauquaetees Sixteenth Illinois Volunteees, 

Bdgefieldy Tenn.y JSfovemher 5, 1862. 

Sir : In compliance with orders received from brigade headquarters, 
have the honor to report, for the information of the general command- 
g, that this morning, about daylight, the rebel force, under General 
organ, numbering not less than 2,000, attacked my pickets at the rail- 
►ad station, and succeeded in surrounding the company stationed there 
lompany E, Sixteenth Illinois, Captain Wilson). The outposts were 
imediately called in by Captain Wilson, and, after a severe skirmish, 
le company succeeded in cutting its way through the enemy and reach- 
g camp. Company K, Sixteenth Illinois, under command of First 
ieutenant Woodall, with 10 men of Company D, under Lieutenant 
ommerville, who were stationed on the Whitens Creek pike, were now 
)mpletely cut off from camp, but all succeeded in returning safely by 
‘aching the river and marching under the shelter of its bank to the 
itrenchments. 

Company 0, Captain Eowe, which was stationed on the Gallatin pike, 
id by this time attacked and driven back the enemy=^s left, when the 
ght also fell back, leaving 5 of their wounded in our hands. 

We took from the enemy, besides the wounded, 2 prisoners, 2 horses, 
ridles, saddles, &c., and one regimental flag. 

The officers and men engaged all behaved with unusual coolness and 
ravery, especial^ Companies E and C. 

I cannot close iny report without mentioning the excellent conduct oi 
le mounted scouts belonging to Captain Twy man’s independent com- 
Land. 1 have rarely seen their equal for bravery and efficiency. 

The casualties in my command are as follows : Wounded, 5; missing, 
ud probably taken prisoners, 6. 

I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

’ E. SMITH, 

Colonely Commanding Sixteenth Illmois VoUmteers and Post. 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, ^ 

Second Brigade, First Division, Army of the Mississippi. 
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No. 3. 

of Oqneral Braxton Bragg, G. 8. Army, commanding Army of 
Tennessee. 


Knoxville, Tenn., Novemler 9, 1862. 

We had a brisk skirmish with the enemy near Nashville on the 5th, 
killing and woundingaboutlOO. Our loss very slight. Destroyed a large 
number of cars, engines, water-tanks, and bridges on Nashville and Louis- 
ville road. Brigadier-General Forrest was in command. Enemy is re- 
enforcing. Our forces are moving up. I leave to-morrow for the front. 

BEAXTON BEAGG. 


General S. Coopee, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


No. 4 

Report of Brig. Gen. Watlian B. Forrest, 0. 8. Army, commanding cavalry. 

Beig-ade Headqitaetees, 

La Vergne, Tenn., November 6, 1862. 

Geneeal : Agreeably to orders received, 1 moved my commands on the 
night of the 4th instant in the direction of Nashville, distributing them 
as follows: Col. John T. Morgan’s regiment [Fifty-first Alabama], of 
Partisan Eangers, and Oapt. W. 0. Bacot’s battalion, Forrest’s regiment, 
to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, with instructions to move for- 
ward on the Lebanon, Stone’s Eiver, and Chicken pikes, and to drive in 
the Abolitionists’ jnckets at daylight, which was done agreeably to orders 
and in gallant style, killing and wounding several, with the loss of 1 man 
killed and 2 horses wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel [A. A.] Eussell, Parti- 
san Eangers, on Murfreesborough pike, followed by Colonels [J. B.] Pal- 
mer’s and [E. W.J Hanson’s brigades, with four batteries of artillery, 
commanded by Major [E. E.j Graves, after proceeding to Dogtown, 3^ 
miles from Nashville, encountered the Abolitionists’ pickets, at which 
place he (Colonel Eussell) was ordered to dismount his command, press 
forward, and drive in the pickets. He succeeded in driving them to 
their first line of fortifications with considerable firing for 1^ miles. I 
here found them in some force behind a brush and log fortification 
around a high hill on right of pike. Here they made a stand, but after a 
short resistance [1] drove them from their ])osition and gained the hill, at 
which place I planted ray rifle battery of four pieces and opened fire on 
Jones’ Hill, miles distant. At this time the firing was heard from 
Colonel [John T.] Morgan, at Edgefield. About the same time Colonel 
[James w.j Starnes opened fire on the Nolensville pik^ he having been 
ordered, with Colonel [G. G.j DibrelPs regiment, Major [D. C.] Douglass’ 
battalion, Captains [S. L.j Freeman’s and [Franklin] Eoberts’ batteries, 
to the left of Murfreesborough pike, down the Nolensville, Mill Creek, 
Md Franklin pikes. The engagement now became general. Captains 
Freeman’s and Eoberts’ batteries having opened from Nolensville pike 
a vigorous fire on Saint Cloud’s Hill. The firing was kept up until 10 
o’clock, when I withdrew my forces. 

Our loss in this action was 3 killed, 10 wounded, and 6 missing. Loss 
of Abolitionists, 15 killed, 20 prisoners, and supposed 20 wounded, one 
shell from Nolensville pike killing 5 in fortifications. 

I then moved Colonels Starnes’ and DibreU’s regiments and Captain 



Chap. XXXn.] AFFAIR NEAR PIKETON, RY. 7 

Preeman’s and Eoberts’ batteries out on the Franklin pike 5 miles. The 
Abolitionists were in ambush with four regiments of infantry, twelve 
pieces of artillery, and a battalion of [William B.] Stokes’ cavalry, com- 
manded by Brigadier-General [James 8.] Negley. They opened fire upon 
us from their position. I placed Freeman’s and Eoberts’ batteries (four 
pieces each) on left of Franklin pike, between the Nolensville and Frank- 
lin pike, and returned their fire. After a spirited contest of an hour, 
they gave way, falling back down the Franklin pike toward Nashville. 
At this time I ordered my cavalry to charge, which order was quickly 
obeyed, their iufiintry and cavalry retreating down the pike toward 
Nashville. From this position my guns commanded the pike and played 
upon the Abolitionists with good effect, killing and wounding some 20 
at one fire, which caused them to break and fiee in disorder. I followed 
them up for a mile, when my artillery ammunition gave out and I with- 
drew my forces. 

My loss in this action was 1 killed and 3 wounded. Loss of Aboli- 
tionists, 40 killed, 20 prisoners, and reported 60 wounded. 

After this engagement I moved back to La Vergne. 

Great credit is due Captain Freeman, of Freeman’s battery, and Lieu- 
tenant [J. H.] Wiggins, commanding Eoberts’ battery, and their officers 
and men, for their coolness and discretion during this* engagement. My 
officers and men acted well during the day, obeying with promptness 
each command. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

N. B. FOEEEST, 
Brigadier- General. 

Lieut. Col. J. A. Buckner, 

Assietant Adjutant-General. 


NOVEMBEB 5, 1862. — Affair near Piketon, Ky. 

Reports of Col. John l)ils,jr.. Thirty-ninth Kentuohy Infantry, with con- 
gratulatory letter from Maj. Gen. H. G. Wright. 

Headquarters Camp Finnell, 

November 10, 1862. 

Sib : I took possession of this post on the 5th instant. The Confed- 
erates were camped 8 miles below this place, at Coal Grove (force 500 
or 600, cavalry and infantry), but got notice of my approach in the night, 
when I was within 4= miles of them. The panic, 1 leani, was grea,t. 
My little force entered their camp not more than one hour after the train 
left, but we pursued them, and in their camp and flight we captured 
about 75 prisoners, 150 guns, 3 wagons, a lot of tents, horses, and mules. 
I pursued within 20 miles of the Pound Gap, but my men were marched 
down, marching 30 miles the last day, and eating nothing but a little 
beef at night. This post is 100 miles from Catlettsburg, on the Ohio 
Eiver, and the nearest force (Federal) is Ashland, 100 miles from here. 
The nearest Confederate force is 50 m iles, Logan Court-House, V a. That 
force is 1,500 or 2,000, under Floyd and Witcher. My force that is 
armed, about 400. I will do the best I can, but there ought to be more 
force in this valley. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN DTLS, JR., 

Colonel Thirty-ninth Kentucky Regiment. 
General Horatio G. Weight. 
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Headquarters Camp Finnell, 

l^ovemher 17, 1862. 

General : I sent you a dispatch a few days ago of my whereabouts 
and success, so far as then able to report. The number of prisoners I 
have taken so far is 95, most of them rebel soldiers ; paroled CO ; some 
refused parole; preferred taking the oath or joining the TJnion Array. 
Some few bad rebel citizens I will have to send to Camp Chase. Cap- 
tured 4 of MarshalPs wagons, about 40 head of cattle, driving out of the 
State about 50 mules and horses, a large lot of tents, but the most of 
them worthless ; about 200 guns of various make, but the most of them, 
as the rebels say, were captured of General Cox, at Princeton, in Mercer 
County, Virginia. Among the prisoners are 1 captain and 4 lieutenants. 
I have visited in the vicinity of Pound Gap, on the Virginia line. The 
enemy have nearly all left for Abingdon, Va. MarshalPs entire force, 
I learn, has been ordered to Eicbmoud, Va.; also all the available force 
they can spare are ordered that way, as I can learn from reliable source. 
I think I can hold this point at present, if I am only supplied with the 
right sort of arms. I must have Springfield or Enfield rifles. The 
guns at the mouth of Sandy for my men I cannot use in this service. 
I think I am a judge of this matter, and I caimot see any good reason 
why my wants in this particular are not supplied. I have some of the 
best men in the service, and best marksmen the Government can boast 
of; think nothing of marching 30 or 40 miles over the roads in these 
rough mountains, if necessity requires it, in twenty-four hours. Such 
men ought to be sustained. They have already routed and captured 
more men and property than all the forces ever sent up the Sandy Val- 
ley. We challenge investigation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHl^ OILS, Jr., 

Colonel Thirty^ninth Kentuclcy Regiment 

General Horatio G. WBiaHT. 

P. S. — The Pound Gap of Cumberland is within 45 miles of Abing- 
don, Va. 


Headquarters Department of the Ohio, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, November 19, 1862. 

Ool. J. Dies, Jr., 

Gomdg, 39th Regt Kentuclcy Yols,, PiJeeton, Pilce County, Ky, : 


Colonel: Your report, dated Camp Einnell, 57ovember 10, 1862, of 
your pursuit of the enemy, in which your command captured 75 of the 
enemy, 150 guns, 3 wagons, &c., has been received. 

The commanding general [H. G. Wiigbt] directs me to express to you 
his lively satisfaction with the gallantry and endurance exhibited by 
yourself and your command ; also with the general result of your opera- 
tion, which, though accomplished without loss on your part, does you 
no less credit. 

1 am also instructed by the general commanding the department to 
inform you that Colonel Cranor, with a considerable force, is on the way 
up the Big Sandy Valley. You should, at once, put yourself in com- 
munication with Colonel Cranor and co-operate with him. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, 5^our obedient servant, 

0. W. FOSTEE, 
Assistant AcljutantGeneral, 
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NOVEMBEE 6, 1862.— Skirmisli at Garrettsbnrg, Ky. • 

Eeport of Brig, Oen, Thomas A, Davies^ U. 8. Army, commanding District 

of GolumbySy Ky, 

La Grang-e, Tenn., November 11, 1862 — 9.20 p. m. 
Maj. Gen, H. W. H allege, General-in- Chief : 

The following dispatch just received from General Davies, at Colum- 
bus : 

The expedition comraandeci by Brigadier-General Ransom has proved a great suc- 
cess. It came up with Colonel Wood ward’s rebel force, 800 strong, near Garrettsburg ; 
had a short engagement; killed 10 of his men, among them 1 captain and a lieuten- 
ant; wounded 40, including 1 captain and 2 lieutenants; took 25 prisoners, all their 
horses and 50 mules, and a large number of arms and equipments, half the camps 
of Colonel Woodward’s men, including his own, routing the whole concern, and driv- 
ing them out of the State of Kentucky. Our loss, 3 killed and 7 wounded. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Major-General, 


NOVEMBEE 12, 1862. — Capture of courier station, on Stone’s Eiver, Tenn. 

Report of Maj, Gen, Thomas L. Crittenden^ JJ. 8, Army, 

Stone’s Eiver, 
November 12, 1862 — 2 p. m. 

Twenty of the courier line were captured at this place at daylight 
this morning. The country between here and Nashville is reported in- 
fested by gangs of guerrillas. Two companies of cavalry are all I can 
spare for this service, and they are insufficient. Unless protected, they 
will all be captured. I respectfully suggest that a line of couriers be 
established from here to Nashville, and 1 can then withdraw my cou- 
riers from that line and place them on the line to Silver Springs, and I 
would also suggest that the brigade under command of Morgan- be left 
here until some arrangement can be made for the safety of the line. 

By order of Major-General Crittenden : 

G. 0; KNIFFIN, 

Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. 

Lieut. Col. Arthur 0. Ducat, Chief of Staff. 


NOVEMBEE 15-20, 1862. — Eeconnaissauce from Edgefield Junction toward 

Clarksville, Tenn. 

No. 1.— Col. William P. Carlin, Thirty-'eighth Illinois lufautry, commanding brigade, 
j^fo. 2. — Lieut. Col. David McKee, Fifteenth Wisconsin Infantry. 


No. 1. 

Reports of Col, William P. Carlin^ Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry,^ com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters Thirty-first Brigade, 

November 20, 1862. 

Captain : As the long delay in obeying the telegraphic instructions 
of Major-General McCook to march to Nashville may occasion surprise, 
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I must luform him that on the night of the 14th I received orders by 
telegraph from Major-General Eosecrans to send two regiments toward 
Clarksville, and then south to Cumberland Eiver, to co-operate with 
General Negley in capturing or dispersing guerrillas. The command 
started at 3 o’clock a. m. on the 15tb, and has not yet returned. When 
last heard from, it was about 2 miles from Cumberland Eiver and 40 
miles from this point. During the whole time they have been without 
tents or baggage and in the rain day and night, but in good spirits. 
Lieutenant-Colonel McKee, Fifteenth Wisconsin, commanding, had cap- 
tured a considerable number of ■i)risoner8 and provisions collected for 
the rebel army. I hope the command will be here to-day, and I shall 
march for Nashville to-morrow. 

Hoping that the delay has occasioned no detriment to the public 
service. 

Your obedient servant, 

W. P. CAELIN, 

Colonel Thirty-eiglitJi Illinois Volunteers, Commanding. 

Capt. John A. Campbell, 

Assistant Adjutant- deneral. 


Edhepield Junction, 

November 20, 1S62. 

Colonel: The expedition ordered out to co-operate with General 
Neglej has just returned, having been out five days. Lieutenant Colo- 
nel McKee, commanding, captured 46 guerrillas, about 100 small-arms, 
18 horses, 20 mules. Nothing was seen or heard of General Negley’s 
expedition. The expedition has marched 100 miles without tents, in the 
rain every day and night but one. 

W. P. CAELIN, 

Colonel, Commcmding. 

Lieut. Col. J. P. GAEESOHfi. 


No. 2. 

Be/gort of Lieut. Col. David McKee, Fifteenth Wisconsin Infantry. 

Camp op the Fifteenth Wisconsin Voluntebes, 

Edgefield JuneHon, Tenn., November 21, 1862. 

CoLOOTL : In obedience to your order of November [14], I left the 
camp ot your brigade, at Edgefield Junction, on Sunday morning at 
3.30 o’clock, with the command assigned to me, to wit: Thirty-eighth 
Illinois Volunteers, Major Gilmer commanding; Fifteenth Wisconsin 
Volunteers, Major Johnson commanding, and Lieutenant Eeynolds, of 
Company B (cavalrj’), of the Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteers, with 10 
men, and proceeded to reconnoiter the country in the direction of Clarks- 
ville. 

I proceeded from Edgefield Junction, by way of Goodlettsville, to 
the junction of the Louisville and Springfield turnpikes, and thence up 

Mauser’s Creek, by way of Johnson’s Mill and pikes, on the 

ridge leatling to the old Nashville and Clarksville road, at a point near 
the junction of the roads leading to Clarksville and Springfield, ftom 
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Kaslivillejby way of White’s Creek ; thence, on the old Clarksville road, 
down Creek, past the residence of Dr. Bainbridge, to the Foun- 

tain settlement, and encamped the first night out at the Wells’ Creek 
Meeting house, within 2 miles of Coopertown. 

I At daylight on the iollowing morning I resumed the march, by way 
of Coopertown, and thence, turning to the left, I proceeded, on the 
Springfield and Charlotte road, a distance of about 12 miles, to the cross- 
ing of the Nashville and Turnersville road with that road, when the 
command was encamped for the night near the residence of Mr. James 
Bradley. 

The next morning, at 6.30 o’clock, the march was resumed on the 
Springfield and Charlotte road, crossing the Nashville and Clarksville 
turnpike (it is not macadamized at this point) at the house of Mr. 
Williamson Gatewood, and thence to the crossing of the Cumberland 
Kiver at Harpeth Shoals, a distance of about 13 miles by the route 
traveled. The road traveled on this route for a greater portion of the 
way is extremely bad, and, in some xfiaces, almost impassable, and en- 
tirely impracticable for the passage of artillery, except in eases of great 
emergency. The country through which we passed is tolerably well 
supplied with forage of all kinds- 

The command returned from Harpeth Shoals, by way of the Char- 
lotte and Springfield road, to Mr. Gatewood’s, and thence, on the Nash- 
ville and Clarksville turnpike, to within sight of Nashville. The latter 
is a good road, and passable for all kinds of transportation and artil- 
lery. 

On this expedition the command captured 47 prisoners, 18 horses, 20 
mules, 3 wagons, and about 100 small-arms. The arms captured were 
principally of a worthless character, and, for want of transportation, 
were mostly broken up and destroyed, the best of them only being re- 
tained and brought into camp. I caused to be destroyed by fire one 
distillery and two dwelling-houses, and. the outbuildings connected 
therewith, which were notoriously used as refuges for guerrilla parties. 
I also destroyed at and in the neighborhood of Harpeth Shoals several 
barrels of spirituous liquors and about 50 barrels of salt. 

I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the officers and men of 
my command. They marched and encamped under almost incessant 
rains and in deep mud without murmur or complaint, and were always 
ready and anxious for efiective service. Special notice is due to Major 
Gilmer, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers; Major Johnson, Fifteenth 
Wisconsin Volunteers, and Lieutenant Reynolds, of Company B (cav- 
alry), Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteers, for the splendid manner in which 
their separate commands were managed and cared for. To Lieutenant 
Reynolds and the cavalrymen under his command I am particularly in- 
debted for their untiring activity in scouting the country, and for the 
capture of the greater number of prisoners. Lieutenant Ferriman, 
Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, acting quartermaster for the com- 
mand, and Adjutant Hauff, Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, performed 
their respective duties excellently, and deserve credit. 

I attach hereto a list of prisoners taken, together with a statement of 
charges against them. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID McKEB, 

Lieutenant-Colonely Commanding JExjpedition, 

Col. W. P. Carlin, 

Commanding Thirty-first Brigade, 
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Special Ordees, » Hdqes. Department of the Oumbeeland, 

No. 22. j N^askville, Tenn., November 21, 1862. 

^ ^ * 

XXII. The conimandiDg general notices with much pleasure the suc- 
cessful expedition sent out by Col. W. P. Carlin, commanding Thirty- 
first Brigade, in the direction of Clarksville, two infantry regiments, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel McKee, having marched 100 miles, over muddy 
roads, in five days, through constant rains, without tents, having re- 
turned with 46 prisoners, 100 small-arms, 18 horses, and 20 mules, taken 
from the guerrillas, who infest the country. This handsome little suc- 
cess, which shows what good infantry can do under an enterprising 
leader, reflects much credit on all who were engaged in it. 

* * * «* 'SS' * * 

By command of Major-General Bosecrans : 

W. H. SIDELL, 

Major Fifteenth U. 8. Infantry^ Assistant Adjiitant-OeneraL 


ISfOVEMBER 19, 1862.— Reconnaissance toward La Vergne, Tenn. 

No. Geo. Jostiia W. Sill, U. S. Army, commanding division. 

No. 2.— Col. Edward N. Kirk, Thirty-fourth Illinois Infantry, commanding brigade. 

Xo. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Joshua TF. Sill, U. 8. Army, commanding division. 

Heabquabtebs Second Division, 

Noveinbcr 19, 1862. 

General : I inclose herewith the report of Colonel Kirk, Thirty- 
fourth Illinois, commanding Fifth Brigade, He went considerably far- 
ther than I had intended and directed, but the provocation probably 
justitied it. The movements of this officer can never be reproached with 
lack of activity or daring. The First Tennessee Cavalry has been report- 
ing in small squads all day long. The total present may have amounted 
to 200, of which 120 are still out, making a scout around my camp. 

I would prefer that the whole regiment should encamp here, so as to 
be ready for an emergency. As it is, they come irregularly, and usually 
without ratioi\s or blankets. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. W. SILL, 

Brigadier’ General.^ Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. A. McD. McCook, 

Commanding Right Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps. 


Xo. 2. 

Report of Col. Fdward N. Kirh, Thirty fourth Illinois Infantry, oom- 

manding brigade. 

Headqxjartees Fipth Brigade, 

November 19, 1862, 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I have made a reconnaissance 
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to the front and left, as you ordered last night. One of iny regiments, 
Thirtieth Indiana, beiog out on picket duty, I took the other four, i, e., 
Thirty-fourth Illinois, Seventy- ninth Illinois, Seven ty-seventh Pennsyl- 
vania, and Twenty- ninth Indiana, and Edgarton^s battery, which were, 
as you ordered, disposed of as follows : 

The Seventy-ninth Illinois and one section of artillery were left as a 
general reserve, at a point about miles to the front, where the picket 
line crosses the Murfreesborough pike. The Twenty-ninth Indiana and 
one section of artillery were placed in position at a point on the Stone’s 
Eiver pike, concealed from view about the same distance to the front. 
With the other two regiments and section of artillery I moved oat the 
dirt road, which diverges from the Murfreesborough pike, where the 
Seventy-ninth Illinois was left in reserve. 

We marched with the most perfect silence, hoping to surprise some 
of the rebel parties which have been annoying your camp. Having 
gone about miles on the dirt road, and finding no enemy, I sent five 
companies of the Thirty -fourth Illinois, with a citizen guide that I pressed 
in, to a point on the Stone’s Eiver pike directly opposite, with orders 
to move down the pike quietly until they formed a junction with the 
Twenty-ninth Indiana, with a view of picking up any of the rebels that 
might be prowling around that neighborhood. With the remaining 
forces, now reduced to about 700 infantry and one section of artillery, I 
moved across to the Murfreesborough pike at a point about 4 miles from 
our picket line. All along this part of our march 1 noticed evidences 
of the recent presence of the enemy — picket fires still burning, &c., but 
saw no enemy. I had reached the pike, and was about to return to 
camp, when three shots were fired from a rebel picket near my left 
flank. I then started down the pike toward La Vergne. My advance 
soon came up with a small squad of some 20 cavalry, who fell back upon 
a reserve of two or three companies, who took position at a toll-gate 
about 4 miles from La Vergne ; several of them dismounted and went 
into the toll-gate house. I dropped a few shells among them, two shells 
passing through the house, when the whole party hastily fled. About 
this point we also found infantry pickets, but they also fell back with- 
out firing a gun; 

The rebel force seemed to be disposed as follows: First, small ve- 
dettes of cavalry ; second, cavalry reserves ; third, main body of cavalry 
and infantry, say, in all, a regiment or two of each ; but they seemed 
frightened, and so I pursued them until I reached the top of the hill 
which overlooks the town of La Vergne. My position was a beautiful 
one. The road is nearly straight for about 1^- miles down to and be- 
yond the town. Here the rebels had rallied, and we had a fine view 
of their column of cavalry in front and infantry in their rear. After 
firing a dozen shells among them, they seemed to scatter, but rallied 
twice and started toward us, but the well-directed fire of the artillery 
was too much for them. They finally retreated through the town and 
over the hill beyond. I pursued them no farther; your orders required 
me to return by 10 a. m. ; it was now 8, and I was 8 miles irom camp. 
I captured a few suspicious characters, which 1 will send up to you 
under guard. 

I did not go down to La Vergne to ascertain the effect of our shells; 
many of them burst in the street close to the troops, and must have done 
considerable execution. Here, as at Olaysville, the rebels must have 
overestimated our force as we dashed down upon them ; otherwise I am 
sure th^jy would, have stood their ground and given us fight. 
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I am entirely satisfied with the conduct of every officer and man I 
had with me. This report is so hastily written that I fear it will be un- 
intelligible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ E. K. KIEK, 

Commanding Fifth Brigade, 

Oapt J. E. Steai^ns, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Division, 


BTOVEMBER 19, 1862. — Skirmish near Tompkinsville, Ky. 

Bejport of Col. James B. Howard^ Alabama cavalry. 

Camp Kieby, Ffovember 20, 1862. 

GeweeaJj: I have the honor to submit to you a . report of a scout 
made by me into Kentucky. 

On the 17th instant a portion of my command took up their line of 
march from camp near Sparta for the Kentucky line. When about 76 
miles over the Kentucky and Tennessee line, we encountered a large 
force of the enemy’s cavalry, gave them fight, and, after a brisk engage- 
ment of about half an hour, with the assistance of Divine Providence, 
we completely routed them, killing 27, and wounding a large number. 
Our loss, 4 men killed and 3 wounded. My command behaved gallantly, 
especially the ofiScers, and too much praise cannot be given to my adju- 
tant, Noah D. liothrock, for his valuable assistance and gallantry on 
the occasion. We followed up the enemy and had a short hand-to-hand 
engagement, and again cut them up badly, bringing out from them 
nearly 5,000 head of hogs. While accomplishing this, the enemy rallied 
twice, and on both occasions we repulsed them, bringing the hogs safely 
‘through, and turning them over to Major [John J.] Murphy, commissary 
of subsistence. 

Another portion of my command made a scout with a train of wagons, 
and succeeded in bringing them out safely, loaded with flour and bacon. 
They encountered no regular forces, but were much annoyed by bush- 
whackers. None of our men were hurt, but we gave them a Southern 
lesson. 

I have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JAMES E. HOWARD, 

Colonel^ Commanding Cavalry. 

Lieut. Gen. E. Kieby Smith, 

Commanding Department of Fast Tennessee, 


NOVEMBER 24, 1862.— Skirmish near Tompkinsville, Ky. 

Beport of Col Joseph B, Scott, Nineteenth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqes. 39th Beig., 12th Diy. (Oentee), 

14th Coeps h’Aem^se, 
Sartsville, Tenn,, November 28, 1862. 
SiE : I respectfully report the arrival of my command at this point at 
2 p. m. to-day ; also the arrival of my train from Gave City, via Gallatin, 
with five days’ rations and ammunition. 



CtejLP. XX3TL] EECOimAISSANCE TO LA VEKGNE, ATO SKIRMISH. 15 

On the afternoon of the 24th instant the enemy made a slight demon- 
stration upon Tonipkinsville with cavalry and artillery. My pickets, 
aided by cavalry, repulsed them, capturing one, a private of Hamilton’s 
company, who reports the attacking party to have been a detachment 
of Scott’s cavalry, 700 strong, with thiee mountain howitzers. They 
came from Sparta, by way of Bennett^s Ferry, crossing the Cumberland 
at Celina. Hamilton’s company has been enforcing the conscript law 
and guarding stock between Celina and Gainsborough. 

Being induced to believe that the enemy was crossing the Scottsville 
road, preparatory to attacking me from that quarter in the morning, I, 
in obedience to marching orders, received the night previous, leftTomp- 
kinsville by that road at 9 p. m. on the evening of the 24th instant. I 
failed to meet the enemy; took the branch road to La Fayett*^, and from 
thence to Hartsville. It is reported that the enemy occupied Tomp- 
kiusville on my departure. 1 met with no interruption in my march until 
within 3 miles of Hartsville, when I came upon a body of rebel cavalry, 
of whom I took 2 prisoners. They report themselves as belonging to 
Bennett’s cavalrj", 200 of whom, under the command of Colonel Bennett 
himself, left their camp at Stone’s River, G miles from Murfreesborongh, 
on a scout this side of the Cumberland yesterday evening, having rid- 
den all night. They report Morgan and Duke encamped in similar posi- 
tions around Murfreesborongh, where there is also a large force of 
infantry. The rebel cavalry fled, at my approach, in the direction of 
Dickinson’s Springs, 8 miles from here. Upon nearing the town, 1 met 
a detachment of the Second Indiana Cavalry, attached to the troops at 
this point, who reported the capture, by this party of rebels, of a torage 
train and one company of cavalry. I immediately sent one regiment of 
infantry after them, directing the cavali'y to make a detour, in order to 
intercept them on the road. The infantry has returned, and report the 
cavalry as having missed the enemy, and gone forward in ])ursuit. 

I received dispatches by courier to-night, and will immediately follow 
your instructions in regard to scouts. I relieve the ti'oops of the Second 
Brigade, First Division, who march from here to-morrow morning. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. R. SCOTT, 

Colonel, Commanding Thirty-nmth Brigade. 

Oapt. D. Braden, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER 26-87, 1862. — ^Reconnaissance to La Vergne, Tenn., and skir- 

mish. 

No. 1.— Brig. Gen. Joshua W. Sill, U. S. Army, commanding division. 

No. 2.— Lieut. Col. Peter B. Housum, Seventy-sevejith Pennsylvania Infantry, 
jjo. 3. — Capt. Thomas E. Rose, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, 
jjo. 4. — Congratulatory letter from General Braxton Bragg to Brig. Gen. Joseph 
Wheeler, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry. 


No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Oen. Joshua W. Sill, U. S. Army, commanding division. 

H^fiADQUABTEES SECOND DIVISION, 

November 27, 1862. 

GenebaIt : Hearing some vague rumors yesterday concerning a heavy 
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force of the enemy, reported to be at La Yergne, I dispatched Ool. E. 
]Sr. Kirk, Thirty-fourth Illinois, commanding Fifth Brigade, to make a 
reconnaissauce in that direction. His report is herewith inclosed.’**' 
Quite a heavy firing was kept up on both sides. There was also heavy 
firing on the Kolensville road, which occurred during a reconnaissance, 
made by a portion of Sheridan’s command. Being averse to unneces- 
sary expenditure of ammunition, and feeling sure that it might create 
alarm in the city, I particularly enjoined on Colonel Kirk not to fire at 
all if be could avoid it. I think there was entirely too great a waste of 
ammunition. The reconnaissance developed the presence of cavalry at 
La Vergne, probably the same which has occupied that place for some 
time under Wheeler. One of the prisoners states that on Stewart’s 
Creek, some 5 miles beyond La Yergne, there has been an encampment 
of infantry; what- force he does not know; thinks a brigade. Another 
prisoner states that, while the skirmish was going on, he saw a cavalry- 
man of his company, who bad just come from Stewart’s Creek, and re- 
ported that their infantry was moving, and was wdthin 2 miles of La 
Yergne. This is all I know of the approach of the enemy rumored in 
the city. The 3 prisoners will be sent you early in the morning. One 
of the prisoners states that Wheeler commands six regiments, viz, the 
First and Third Alabama, Eobertsou’s battalion, Faulkner’s battalion, 
Douglass’ battalion, Hagan’s battalion. 

In my letter of yesterday I referred to the great length of my picket 
line. It requires the best part of a day to make the circuit. My left is 
picketed quite close to camp ; the front line extends to join Sheridan’s 
line. Behind me, miles, I understand that Crittenden’s three divis- 
ions are posted, on Mill Creek, with another picket line. The total 
length of it does not, I suppose, equal that of my single division. I re- 
spectfully urge the location of this division to the right of the present 
position, nearer to Sheridan’s ; unless it be expected that we should 
meet the enemy on this road, when I would advise the selection of other 
ground farther to the front. I am not sufficiently conversant with the 
ground in front to venture an opinion as to where we could go with 
more advantage. It seems to me, however, that, in view of a certain 
contingency, some change ought to be made. 

Before closing, I desire to be acquainted with the construction which 
I should place on that part of General Orders, No. 21, Headquarters 
Fourteenth. Corps, limiting the supply train of a division to 50 wagons. 
My quartermaster seems to think that the 50 wagons include the am- 
munition train. Now, as my ammunition train numbers 35 wagons, I 
should have 15 wagons left for supply train. Is there not a mistake on 
his part ? 

In case a change of location is to be made, I would like to know it 
early, so that the movement can be commenced by sunrise. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. SILL, 

Brigadier-Oenerali Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. A. McD. McCook, 

Commanding Eight Wing. 


Not found. 
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iro. 2. 

Report of’ Lieut. Col. Peter B. Housum^ Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania 

Infantry. 

• 

Hbqrs. Seveis^ty-seybnth Ee^t. Pennsylvania Yols., 

In Camp, November 27, 1862. 

Captain : In reply to Special Orders, No. — , of this date, asking why 
the detachments sent out on the left of La Vergne did not move up 
rapidly and charge the rebel battery, as ordered, I give you a state- 
ment of the operations of the Twenty-ninth Indiana Eegiment, Major 
Collins, and Seventy-seventh Eeginient, both under my command, until 
the detacbment under Colonel Dodge, Thirtieth Indiana, joined me. 

After receiving wders to join the Seventy-seventh to the Twenty- 
ninth and assume command, 1 proceeded, as ordered, to take and hoid 
the grove on the left of the Murfreesborough road, and keep the right 
a specified distance from the road. When in the grove, and in line of 
battle, the skirmishers thrown in advance from the Twenty -ninth In- 
diana Eegiment became engaged in front and on the left. I at once 
ordered Company B, of Seventy-seventh, Captain Eose, forward on the 
left of the line already deployed, with orders to advance as rapidly as 
circumstances would permit. As soon as deployed, he became engaged 
with the enemy, when I ordered the whole line forward to the bed of 
the stream, and immediately crossed, when it became necessary to 
march the line by the left flank to get under cover of the woods, and 
also to cross a I'avine vdiich was in front. As soon as a sufficient dis- 
tance had been taken to the left to cover the troops, 1 ordered an ad- 
vance, with the injunction from Captain Wagner not to advance too 
rapidly on the woods, or too close on the line of skirmishers. After 
advancing some distance, I was ordered to again move by the left flank 
to what I thought would be a point opposite the battery, and advance 
on it. After marching by the flank what I supposed a sufficient dis- 
tance, I again resumed the march by the front, and advanced steadily, 
under a severe fire, when I observed the enemy moving to our left, and 
supposing the object might be to outflank us on our left, their line in 
front already exceeding our line in length or front, I ordered a halt, 
and sent Lieutenant Walker, of the staff, to the left, to notify the cav- 
alry to keep a strict watch to prevent any attempt to flank us on the 
left, at the same time notifying Colonel Kirk that probably an attempt 
would be made to outflank us. Lieutenant Walker returning, I imme- 
diately ordered the men forward, when, from the maneuvering of the 
enemy in front, I ordered two additional companies forward on the line 
of skirmishers. At this moment Colonel Dodge joined me on the right, 
when he also threw one company forward on the line of skirmishers ; thus 
re-enforced, and the skirmish line strengthened, I ordered a rapid ad- 
vance, clearing the woods of the enemy. Colonel Dodge now came to 
me, and, as my superior officer, he assumed command and ordered me to 
change front ibrwatd on the left company. When the whole line was 
thrown forward in the new direction, he ordered an advance to the edge 
of the woods. At this point he ordered the Twenty-ninth Eegiment 
forward, supported by the Seventy-seventh and Thirtieth, to charge the 
battery, while moving forward as rapidly as the ground would admit 
of, and obstructed, as it was, by a number of fences, w'hich had to be 
tom down as they advanced, and also under a severe fire from the rebel 
battery on the hill in front. About the time the advance was tearing 

2 Jt E— VOL XX, PT I 
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down a heavy fence, the firing of the battery ceased.* We advanced 
to the top of a hill in the rear of La Vergne, when Colonel Dodge re- 
ceived orders to return to town. 

I thought at the time, and think so still, that our advance through 
the woods was as rapid as circumstances would admit of. The only 
time lost was when I directed the cavalry to reconnoiter on our left. 
Halting at that time was thought to be a necessity. 

Hoping the above will fully exidain the matter referred to in Orders, 
No. — , I remain, respectfully, yours, 

P. B. HOTTSUM. 

Capt. D. C. Wag-nbr, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 3. 


Report of Gajpt. Thomas E. Boscy Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry. 


Camp near Insane Asylum, 

November 29, 1802. 

Sir : In compliance with the request of Lieutenant-ColoTiel Housum, 
commanding Seventy-seventh Regiment, I have the honor to make the 
following report of the part that I took in the skirmish near La Vergne, 
Tenn. : 

When the Seventy-seventh had formed on the left of the Twenty-ninth 
Indiana, I was ordered to take one company and deploy it forward as 
skirmishers, and join on the left of the skirmishers of the Twenty -ninth, 
which I did, and which post I had the honor to bold throughout the 
skirmish. After I had got my company into position, we were ordered 
to advance across the woods, and over a ditch, which was the bed of a 
small creek ; thence across an open space to the edge of the grove on 
the left of the town. From the time I first deployed the comiiany, the 
enemy had kept tiring on us, and in a short time after we entered the 
latter grove the firing became quite heavy upon my position of the line. 
At this time the whole line of skirmishers w'as ordered to halt, and my 
little band sustained the concentrated fire of the rebels for a considera- 
ble length of time, when the rebels advanced toward us with a loud 
cheering, which cheering we as lustily returned. My portion of the com- 
mand being at this time re-enforced, we charged upon them, and drove 
them hack through the woods into and across an open space to the next 
grove beyond, their officers using their utmost endeavors to rally them, 
which they partially succeeded in doing behind a fence on the opposite 
edge of the grove. They did not stay our progress, however, and one 
portion of the rebels returned pell-mell down the road toward the Leb- 
anon pike, and the other in tolerable order toward the railroad. We 
were here ordered to move by the right flank, which we did for about 
150 or 200 yards, and then advanced directly across the railroad at an 
angle of about 20 degrees, our right thrown forward, striking the rail- 
road flrst, and, when the left of my line had passed over the railroad 
about 100 yards, I discovered a section of artillery belonging to the 
enemy a little to the front, but almost upon my right flank. I immedi- 


* Note on Original.— T ho line of skinuishers passed through a field on onrleft, 
and advaucecl through the woods in the direction of the hill on which the lohel bat-. 
tiCry "wcis plflicctl. 
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ately signaled my skirmish era to change direction to the right, to gain 
the rear of the battery, which they did until we had wheeled about 30 
degrees, when we encountered about 300 dismounted cavalry, which at 
first I took to be a regiment of infantry. We attacked them with a loud 
cheer, and they immediately began to give way, but disputed the ground 
for itrobably 100 yards, when they fled precipitately to their horses, 
which were posted in the rear of the battery. We pushed at double- 
quick toward the battery, but, as soon as the cavalry reached their 
horses, both cavalry and artillery' commenced a thundering retreat, and 
we continued in full pursuit, although we were a quarter of a mile in 
advance of our main reserve, until an orderly came up, stating that he 
was the bearer of an order from the brigade commander directing us to 
fall back, which we did until we neared the town, where I assembled 
my skirmishers and returned to the regiment. 

Your obedient servant, 

THOS. E. EOSB, 

Captain, Comdg. Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

S. T. Davis, 

Adjutant Seventy-seventh Begt. Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


Eo. 4, 

# 

Congratulatory letter from General Braxion Bragg to Brig, Gen, Joseph 
Wheeler^ C. S, Army, commanding cavalry. 

Headquarters Army or Tennessee, 

Murfreeshorough, November 27, 1862. 

General Wheeler, Chief of Cavalry : 

General : The general commaDcling directs me to tbank you for 
your successful engagement with the enemy to-day. He also desires 
you will express to the First Alabama liegiment (one of his old corps) 
his appreciation of their gallant conduct, not unexpected, which you 
refer to in your report.* He further directs me to state that you expose 
yourself too recklessly in affairs of this character. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE WM, BEENT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


IfOVEMBEE 26-30, 1862. — Operations about Springfield, Tenn. 

Report of Lieut, Col. Daniel F. Griffin, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry, 

Headquarters Thirty-eiohth Indiana Volunteers, 
Edgefield Junction, Tenn., December 2, 1862. 

Sir: In pursuance of your orders, of date I^Tovember 25, 1 proceeded 
with my command and 22 wagons, leaving camp at 7.30 o’clock on 


Not found. 
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the BiorniBg of the 26th ultimo, arriving at Springfield, Eobertson 
County, Tennessee, at 3.30 p. m. of the same date. Immediately on ar- 
rival, pickets were thrown out on all avenues of approach to the town, 
and Company E, Capt. William L. Carter commanding, placed on duty 
as provost guards. Immediate search was made for subsistence stores, 
as contemplated by your orders, and flour, to the number of j ,143 bar- 
rels, found stored. Of this I immediately had loaded 249 barrels on the 
wagons then at hand, and parked them for the night close to my com- 
mand, sending at the same time a courier forward for further supply of 
wagons. 

Examinations made on the 27th resulted in the finding ot one lot of 
106 barrels of flour, another of 40 barrels, and three lots of bacon— say 
something more than 3 tons — ^f*or correct statement of which I would 
refer to reports of Lieutenant Hollister, acting brigade commissary. 

On the evening of l^Tovembef 27, Lieutenant Colonel Kell, command- 
ing Second Ohio Volunteers, arrived with his regiment and wagon-train, 
and assumed command of the post. From that date two companies of 
my command were doing provost guard duty, two on picket duty, and 
the others escorting trains, or such other duties as were required by the 
demands of the expedition. 

On Saturday, November 29, 1 proceeded, wdth four companies of my 
command, under Lieutenant-Colonel Kell, Second Ohio Volunteers, to the 
Logan Milks, situated on Ked Eiver, Kentucky, 13 miles north of Spring- 
field, on the old EusseUville road, returning from there after dark, and, 
when about one-half mile from Springfield, the rear, or rather the strag- 
gling portion of the command (the march having been a very severe one), 
was fired upon by bushwhackers, wounding in the leg severely Joseph 
Candiere, Company B, of my regiment. Three shots were fired, and the 
wound inflicted with buckshot, evidently fired from a shot gun. These 
facts coming to my knowledge, I immediately sent out a detachment of 
two companies, under Maj. John B. Glover, with orders to arrest all men 
found in the immediate vicinity of the firing, and to bring them and all 
arms found in their possession to camp. This duty was promptly per- 
formed, and 10 of the citizens living in the immediate neighborhood 
brought to camp and turned over to the provost-marshal, together 
with 3 shot-guns and 5 rifles. The citizens were held in custody until 
the next evening, when a court of inquiry, consisting of Maj. J. B. 
Glover, Capt. William L. Carter, Lieut. James V. Kelso, and myself, 
after a thorough investigation, being satisfied of their innocence", dis- 
charged them, retaining, however, their guns, which were brought to 
this camp, and now await your order as to what disposition shall be 
made of them. 

Monday, December 1, a. m., my command was relieved by the Thirty- 
third Ohio Volunteers, and, as soon as the companies then on picket 
could be called in, started for this camp, arriving here at 6 p. m., bring- 
ing with us 3 prisoners, who were turned over to us by the citizens of 
Springfield, together with 1 horse and 3 guns, which I have brought 
with me to this camp. Prisoners are members of Morgan^s and Wood- 
ward^s guerrilla bands. “ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• . , • D. F. GEIFFIN, 

Lieut Gol,^ Gomdg. Thirty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 

Gs^OEGE H. VANDEaEIPT, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Ninth Brigade. 
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NOVEMBER 26-l)ECEMBER 1, 1862. — Expedition from Edge£eld to Har- 
peth Sboals, Clarksville, &c., Tenn. 

Report of Lieut. Col. James 8. McClelland, Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

Headqtjaetees Twentt-pipth Illinois Voldnteees, 

Camp near Rdgejield, Tenn., December 2, 1862. 

Gbneeal : In pursuance of your order, received the night of No- 
vember 26, 1 left camp at 11 o’clock with the Twenty-fifth Illinois, Major 
Nodine ; Thirty-fifth Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, and one com- 
pany of the Thirty-sixth Illinois Cavalry, Captain Sherer. My instruc- 
tions from Generai Davis were to march to Harpeth Shoals, to intercept 
1,200 cavalry (said to have crossed there), and, if possible, cut them up. 

I moved my command' 16 miles, and halted for breakfast ; rested two ■ 
hours, and moved on near to Harpeth Shoals ; encamped and sent out 
scouts. 

Having received such information as convinced me that no enemy in 
any force was near, I moved at 8 o’clock next morning, 28th, to a camp 
1 mile east of Coopertown, on the Nashville and Clarksville road. At 
12 o’clock at night I received orders to march to Harpeth Shoals or 
Clarksville, to intercept a force said to be at Trenton, Todd County. 

In obedience to this order, I separated my teams, and sent those 
already loaded, with the prisoners, under a strong escort, to a camp at 
Edgefield, and, with the balance of my command, left camp at 3 a. m., 
29th, and arrived at Port Royal at 11 a. m., "v^here I learned that no 
force was then near Trenton, but that Woodward’s command had crossed 
the Cumberland below and at Clarksville some time during the 28th. I 
therefore went into camp with my infantry force, and sent the cavalry 
on to Clarksville. They reported to me before daylight on the morning 
of the 30th that, on their arrival at Clarksville, they found the advance 
of Colonel Bruce’s command occupying the town, and that the enemy, 
700 strong, was in camp 10 miles south of Clarksville, and they expected 
to make an attack on the camp at daybreak of the 30th. On hearing 
this, I left my camp at 8.30 a. m., and marched to Sycamore Creek and 

encamped. , . , . ,-,1 

December 1, marched at 8.30 o’clock and arrived m camp, near Edge- 
field, at 4.30 p. m. My march in a djrect line was 97 miles in some less 
■ than five days, besides the scouting done by parties sent out for the 
purpose of obtaining information. The cavalry command labored faith- 
fully, and I cannot speak in too high terms of their promptnep and 
efficiency, as well as good conduct, on the march. Great credit is due 
Capt. S. B. Sherer for the discipline he enforced. 

During the march I captured on the road going south 3 wagons, 
loaded with 20 barrels of whisky, with the owner and his teamsters, 
and found on bis person $3,080 of Confederate bills, in sheets. I bright 
in near 500 bushels of Tvheat, 150 bushels of corn, 16 barrels of flour, 
and 5 barrels of salt. I captured over 20 prisoners, 11 of ^vhoin I had 
turned over ; 2 I paroled (they being sick and wounded), and the bal- 
ance I released unconditionally for want of suffleient evidence against 
them. I also brought in 20 head of horses, 10 head of mules, and 6 
guns. All of the above property was taken from persons known to be 
disloyal, and receipts were given by my quartermaster and approved by 
a commissioned officer in all cases where any owner could be found, or 
family of owner to give them to. Most of the property taken belongs 
to men serving in the rebel army. I found the roads leading from 
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EoLertson Oonuty across the Cumberland south bore evidence of being 
mucli used, and, from information received from citizens, large supplies 
of provisions and other supplies have been sent south through these 
routes. I found abundance of almost all kinds of supplies through the 
southern portion of Robertson and northwest part of Cheatham Coun- 
ties, while the mass of the citizens are avowedly disloyal. Great care 
was taken by myself, in which 1 was aided effectually by the command- 
ing officers under my command, to prevent any pillaging. A few mules 
and horses were taken by unauthorized parties. All such were promptly 
sent back to tbeir owners, and the parties taking them punished. 

I have to report the loss of Capt. Charles A. Clark, Company A, 
Twenty-fifth Illinois. He was division officer of the day, and while in 
discharge of his duty was shot by a private of Company E, Twenty- 
fifth Illinois, said private having been placed under guard for disorderly 
conduct. The shooting occuiTcd while on the march and in the rear of 
the command, and was not brought to my notice for several hours after- 
ward, or I should have had the criminal shot on the spot. I reported 
him, with two others implicated, under a strong guard. They are now 
in prison in Nashville. Captain Clark was my most efficient line offi- 
cer, and his death has created a vacuum that cannot be filled. The shot 
entered the brain, and death was instantaneous. He fell as he had ever 
lived daring his term of service, promptly discharging his duties as an 
officer. 

I took provisions for three days of all except meat, and for the sup- 
plies needed and used by the commaud I gave receipts. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

j. s. McClelland, 

Lieutenant- Colonel Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteers, 

Brigadier-General Woodruff, 

Commanding Thiriy-second Brigade^ Ninth JDimsion, 


NOVEMBER 27, 1862.— Skirmish at MiU Creek, Tenn. 

Eeport of Brig. Gen. Philip S. Sheridan^ TJ. 8. Army. 

Hdqrs. Eleventh Diy., Fourteenth Army Corps, 
Camp on Mill Creelc^ November 27, 1SC2. 

Major: This morning I directed a reconnaissance in force in the di- 
rection of Nolen sville, under the direction of Colonel Schaefer, supiiorted 
by two regiments and a' section of artillery, under Colonel Gi’eusel. I 
inclose herewith their instructions. , Colonel Schaefer found the enemy^s 
pickets 2 miles in my front ; drove them in until they were supported, a 
short distance beyond Mill Creek, by a section of artillery, and about 
2,000 cavalry. These he drove without difficulty to Nolensville, and 
then turned to the right to the Edmondson pike, leaving Colonel Greu- 
sel to cover his rear. 

These coinmands have returned to camp. Colonel Schaefer reports 
having killed several of the enemy; the body of only one was recovered. 
There were no indications of infantry, nor any determined resistance of 
cavalry. The colonel captured some rebel flour at Mill Creek. I know 
of no engagement at La Yergnc. I learn by a note from General Sill 
that he sent a party there, and Colonel Schaefer reports about twelve 
artillery shots in that direction. 
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The crossing of Mill Creek, on the Nolensville road, is not bad ; the 
bridges have been burned; 3 prisoners were captured. The cavalry 
was Texas Eangers, commanded by Wharton. 

I have the honor to be, major, your obedient servant, 

P. H. SHE KID AK, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

[Inclosare.l 

Hdqes. Eleventh Dit., Fourteenth Arot Corps, 
Gam]^ on Mill CreeJc^ N'ovember 26, 1862. 

Col. Nicholas Greusel, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel : The general commanding directs that you take the Thirty- 
sisth and Eighty-eighth Illinois Infantry, and follow in- the rear of the 
command of Colonel Schaefer, on the Nolensville pike, to-morrow morn- 
ing at 4 o’clock. On arriving at Concord Church, or at the crossing of 
Mill Creek, you will take up a position to assist and cover the move- 
ments of Colonel Schaefer. One section of Barnett’s battery without 
caissons will be directed to accompany you. You will take your posi- 
tion on Mill Creek, if possible, watching the La Vergne road,* also the 
Nolensville road and the valley on the opposite side of the creek till 12 
o’clock m., and threaten the enemy who are encamped at or near No- 
lensville, so as to prevent them from attacking with their full force the 
command of Colonel Schaefer. You must maintain your position, if 
possible, at that point until the hour indicated, when you will slowly 
return toward camp. The general does not consider it prudent to cross 
Mill Creek, unless it would be as a feint to relieve Colonel Schaefer from 
any attack which might be made in force against him ; then it would be 
best to cross over a portion of your infantry only, as the crossing is very 
bad. In case Colonel Schaefer should meet with a large force of the 
enemy, he is directed to fall back ; in which case you will fall back also. 

The general commanding trusts to your good judgment in the execu- 
tion of the foregoing instructions. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient serrant, 

GEOEGE LEE, 

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


NOVEMBEE 28, 1862. — Skirmishes on the Carthage road, near HartsviHe 
* and Borne, Tenn. 

Reports of Col, John M, Harlan, Tenth Kentuclcy Infantry, commanding 
brigade, with congratulatory orders. 

Headquarters Second Brigade, First Division, 

Gamp at Gastalian Springs, Tenn., November 29, 1862 — 4,30 a. m. 

General : Major [Samuel] Hill has returned to Hartsville, and re- 
ports that he followed the rebel cavalry beyond Eome, and recaptured 7 
of the wagons. The wagons were recaptured on the south side of the 
river, near Eome. He also reports that he took several prisoners ; had 
some 3 or 4 men killed; drove them some 18 miles, and killed 15 or 20 of 
them. Major Hill reports also that there are no rebels on this side of 
the river. The party which attacked and captured the train yesterday 
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morning numbered 200. I inclose report of adjutant of tlie cavalry de- 
tachment, from which you will see the casualties of the cavalry. ^ I have 
written to Major Hill for all the facts connected with the pursuit, which 
I will receive at Gallatin, and will then, if desired, make a formal report. 
It was rather a bold act in the cavalry to go as far as they did, and the 
result creditable to it. Supposing that the report of Major Hill to Colo- 
nel Hays, herein embodied, contains all the facts which you expected 
Colonel Hays to ascertain, I have ordered him to move down this morn* 
ing. The order will not reach him, so that he can get here before 1 
o’clock. If you have no objection, I will wait here until to-morrow 
morning, as the march from Hartsville to our camp, beyond Gallatin, 
will be 18J miles, which is quite a severe one, unless necessary to be 
made. As to this, please answer immediately, telling the courier to 
bring it in haste. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN M. HAELAN, 

Colonel^ Commanding Brigade, 


Camp at Castalian Springs, 

December 4, 1862. 

Captain : On the night of the 28th November, I transmitted to the 
division commander, in a brief note, all the facts of which I was then 
in possession in reference to the capture, on that day, near Hartsville, 
by Morgan’s rebel cavalry, of a part of the train of the Second Indiana 
Cavalry, together with an officer and some of the soldiers of that regi- 
ment. * I also advised the division commander of the recapture, on the 
same daj^-, by Major Hill, commanding the Second Indiana Cavalry, of 
the larger portion of his train. Being uninformed at that time of all 
the circumstances connected with the capture and recapture of the train, 
I requested Lieut. Col. W, H. Hays, of the Tenth Kentucky Infantry, he 
being in command of the detachment from this brigade then on duty at 
Hartsville, composed of the Tenth Indiana Volunteers, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Carroll, Tenth Kentucky Volunteers, and Southwick’s battery, 
as well as of the Second Indiana Cavalry, then temporal ily attached to 
my command, to obtain from Major Hill a detailed repoit of all the facts. 
Major Hill made that report to me i)romptly, and forwarded it to my 
headquarters at this place, but by some accident it was not handed to 
me until this morning. 

Although several days have elapsed, I deem it due to Major Hill and 
his command that I shall make known in an official form and to the 
proper authorities all the facts connected with the affair of November 
28, as detailed by him. I do this the more readily as I learn that some 
one — I do not know whom — has made a report, which has reached de- 
partment headquarters, in reference to this matter. But as I am unad- 
vised as to whether that report does full justice to Major Hill and his 
command, I owe it to them to submit the following, based upon Major 
Hill’s report to me. 

On the morning of the 28th, a forage train, consisting of 10 wagons, 
was sent fiom the Second Indiana Cavalry, under an armed escort of 
40 men, in charge of Lieutenant Brush, Company H, an escort which 
would seem sufficient, and which, if ])roperIy handled, would have 
proven itself sufficient. When the train reached a point about 2 miles 
east of Hartsville, on the Carthage road, it was attacked both in front 
and rear by rebel cavalry. The train was surrendered without any 
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resistance whatever on the part of the escort, nearly the whole of whom 
fell into the hands of the enemy. The few who then escaped returned 
to camp and advised Major Hill of what had occurred. 

Major Hill immediately ordered out his command, and proceeded with 
all dispatch to the point designated, where he foiiud, as he states, in- 
fautry and cavalry drawn up in line of battle. Major Hill states that, 
although he knew of the vicinity of Colonel Scott’s brigade, Dumont’s 
division, which was en route to relieve the detachment from my brigade 
at Hartsville, he could not reconcile Colonel Scott’s presence with the 
capture of his train, and, hence, he was delayed for an hour in ascer- 
taining who he was. As soon as he ascertained ♦that the force which 
he saw was Colonel Scott’s command, he resumed the pursuit of the 
rebel cavalry, and carried it on with vigor, taking several prisoners. 
He met with no resistance until he reached the Cumberland River, in 
the vicinity of Rome. At that point his passage was disputed with con- 
siderable resoluteness. As soon, however, as he reached the opposite 
bank, the enemy who composed the rear guard fled in dismay, and were 
not rallied until they came to the camp of the rebel Colonel Bennett, 
where, in conjunction with his command, they were disposed to make a 
stand. Major Hill halted his advance, and awaited the coming up of 
more of his men ; but, perceiving that the enemy were becoming bolder, 
and the Are too warm to be comfortable, he ordered a charge, having at 
that time only 90 men, the remainder not being able to keep up in the 
rapid pursuit which he had given the rebels. On sounding the charge, 
Bennett’s men became confused, and as his (Hill’s) men opened fire 
upon them with pistols, broke ranks, totally disorganizing those who had 
come to their camp for protection. In crossing a bridge in rtar of Ben- 
nett’s camp, the enemy crowded together so as to blockade it. Hill’s 
skirmishers, dismounting, opened fire with capital execution. Immedi- 
ately on passing the bridge the force which was in camp dispersed, when 
Hill, pushing those who remained in the road, succeeded in recapturing 
7 of his wagons and 8 of his men, who had been taken with the teams. 
Major Hill followed on for 12 miles south of the ford at Rome, where, 
the enemy having been re-enforced, he discontinued the pursuit, bring- 
ing oft' the recaptured property. He also captured a wagon belonging 
to Colonel Bennett. 

Major Hill reports the following casualties, viz: Three men of Com- 
pany fl, names unknown, killed while prisoners ; 1 lieutenant and 36 
men missing at the date of tbe report. 

Major Hill reports that tile capture of the train, in his opinion, is at- 
tributable to the gross carelessness of Lieutenant Brush, commanding 
the train guard. 

The loss of the enemy was heavy when it is considered that they had 
a great advantage over Major Hill, both in numbers and position, and 
were enabled to increase the distance between him and them by reason 
of the delay already referred to. As the statements are so conflicting 
as to the number of rebels killed, Major Hill makes no report upon that 
point beyond what his own personal observation authorizes him to state. 
He saw *12 dead rebels in the road. 

Major Hill concludes: 

I have to return my thanks to you for the very valuahle services rendered me by a 
lieutenant of your command; I have unfortunately forgotten his Jiame. Capt. D. A. 
Briggs conducted the extreme advance with gi*eat credit to himself; but, in men- 
tioning him, I will add that all the 138 men wl30 followed beyond the Cumberland 
River deserve honorable mention for’ their alacrity in the pursuit. 

I take great pleasure in stating that the name of the oflSlcer in my 
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brigade to whom Major Hill refers is Lieut. D. F. Alleu, Company C, 
Tenth Indiana Volunteers. I learn from several sources that his conduct 
was most commendable. 

The daring exhibited by Major Hill and his gallant little band in pur- 
suing a superior enemy beyond the Cumberland for several miles, nearly 
18 or 20 miles from their camp at Hartsville, and the desperate fierceness 
with which they charged the jenemy, recapturing and bringing back to 
camp nearly their entire train during the night of the same day on which 
they were taken, refiect the highest credit upon them, and deserves, as 
it will no doubt receive, the favorable uotice of the commandiug general 
of the department. Their conduct in these respects is worthy of general 
emulation. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN M. HAELAN, 
Colonel^ Commanding Second Brigade. 

Capt. Ed. C. Denig-, 

Acting Assiatant Adjutant- General. 


Special Field Oeders, ) Hdqes. Fourteenth Army Corps, 

> Department of the Cumbekland, 

No. 5. ) Nanlimde^ November 30, 1862. 

« « # # # 

VII. The general commanding has learned with much satisfiiction of 
the good conduct and energy displayed by a detachment of the Second 
Indiana Cavalry, under Major Hill, in pursuing a party of 200 of the 
enemy’s cavalry, killing some 15 or 20 of them, and retaking' the greater 
part of a Government train just captured by them through the careless- 
ness of one of our foraging parties. This little affair is very creditable 
to the Ciivalf;v, and the general commanding takes pleasure iu noticing it. 
By command of Major-General Eosecrans: 

0. GODDAED, 

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


NOYEMBEE 2d-])ECEMBEE 1, 1882. — Eeconnaissance from Stewart’s 
Ferry, Stone’s Elver, to Baird’s Mills, Term., and skinnishes en route. 

iiEP>OKa:s. 

No. 1.— Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan, U. S. Array. 

No. S, — Col. Silas C. Toler, Sixtieth Illinois Infantry. 


No. 1. 

Bejports of Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan^ U. 8. Army. 

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Seventh Diy., 14th Army Corps, 

Stoners River ^ Tenn.<, December 2, 1862. 
Captain: The tw'o regiments from my command ordered forward 
Saturday returned last evening. They went to Baird’s Mills, about 17 
miles to the fi?ont; had some skirmishing with the enemy’s pickets, but 
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met with no large force. Twelve prisoners were taken, 5 horses and 1 
mule, 5 revolvers, 2 double-barreled shot-guns, 1 rifle, bugg^’, and har- 
ness. The prisoners were sent to ISTashville this morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES D. MOKGANT, 
Pngadier- General^ Commanding, 

Captain Conner, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Seventh Division, 


Hdqrs. Second Brig-., First Div., Army of the Miss., 
Stoners River, Tenn,, November 30, 1862. 

Major : In compliance with instructions from the general command- 
ing Fourteenth Army Corps, two regiments from my brigade, the Sixtieth 
Illinois and Tenth Michigan, Colonel Toler, of the Sixtieth Illinois, com- 
manding, left camp at 2 o’clock p. m., on the new pike, with orders to 
proceed to Baird’s Mills and Eural Hill, and examine the roads and 
country, and, if they met the enemy, to whip them. 

At 4 p. m. three regiments of cavalry, under the command of Colonel 
Milliken, passed through my lines on the Lebanon road. I advised the 
colonel to send a battalion of his command out on the Statesville road, 
and by so doing the whole of the country to the left of the Murfrees- 
borough pike would be covered. The colonel’s instructions prevented 
his doing so. I inclose a rough’ draft of the roads named. 

A scouting party of 25 mounted infantry, under the command of Captain 
Powell, was sent out on the Statesville road yesterday. They met a party 
of guerrillas about 7 miles out, drove in their advance, taking 2 rifles 
and 1 horse. The main body w^as found strongly posted on the oppo- 
site side of a creek, and in number three or four to one. The captain 
thought it advisable not to attack them, his command being poorly . 
armed. 

The work on the bridges progressing slowly 5 will be ready in a few 
days for planking. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES D. MORGANi, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 

Major GareschIij, Chief of Staff. 


No. 2. 

Report of Col. Silas G. Toler, Sixtieth Illinois Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Sixtieth Eegt. Illinois Yol. Infantry, 

Gamp on Stoneh River, December 2, 1862. 

Lieutenant : In accordance with orders of November 29, we moved 
on Central or Eock Eiver pike, and bivouacked for the night at Widow 
Hays’ spring, 5 miles from Eock Eiver. At daylight next morning 
marched on the same road to Gallatin and La Vergne road ; changed 
direction to the right on that road to Chicken road or old Central pike, 
on which we moved to Baird’s Mills, reaching there about 1.30 p. m., and 
bivouacked for the night. The Central pike is macadamized, but very 
rough country, broken and hilly, but no serious obstruc,tions which 
would serve to impede or delay the march of any considerable number 
of troops. The Gallatin and La Yergne road is narrow and rough, and 
crossed frequently by neighborhood roads. We struck the Chicken road 
about 1 mile east of Eural Hill and 8 miles from Baird’s Mills, and 
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changed direction to the left on Chicken road, passing through Glades- 
ville, 3 miles on. The Statesville road strikes off to the right from the 
Chicken road 3 miles from Baird’s Mills. The Chicken road is a good 
dii't road, with but few neighborhood crossings. 

Small squads of rebel cavalry are continually crossing through the 
country between Rural Hill and Baird’s Mills. At Baird’s Mills we were 
joined by Colonel Millikeu’s command of cavalry. We were menaced 
by small squads of rebel cavalry at different points, and at Baird’s Mills 
they appeared in some considerable force on the Mnrfreesborough and 
Lebanon pike. After a sharp skirmish, they retired in the direction of 
Murfreesborongh. They were Morgan’s men. He is encamped at 
Black’s Shop, 9 miles from Baird’s Mills, toward Mnrfreesborough. His 
force is said to be 3,000 men, mostly mounted, and three pieces of artil- 
lery. We captured some of the enemy’s pickets. We captured 12 pris- 
oners, 1 mule, 5 horses, 1 buggy, 4 saddles and bridles, 3 double and 1 
single barrel shot-guns, 1 Yager rifle, and 5 revolvers. 

We left Baird’s Mills at 7 o’clock a. m. of December 1, and returned to 
camp, passing over the same route we went out. Nothing of interest 
occurred on our way back. Offlcers and men under my command be- 
haved well, and deserve credit for good discipline and order during the 
march. 

Very respectfully, 

S. C. TOLER, 

Colonel, Commanding Ua^edition. 

Lieut. Theo. Wiseman, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DECEMBER 1, 186.2. — Skirmish near Nolensville, Tenn. 

B^ort of Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry 

Brigade. 

Hbadquabters Oavalby Brigade, 

Nolensville, Tenn., December 1, 1862 — 5 p. m. 
General ; • # * i had a skirmish with the enemy to-day, and 
my battery drove them from their position very quickly. 

# * # # * # 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. A. WHAETOK, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General [L.] Polk, &c. 


DECEMBER 3, 1862* — Attack on Union forage train on the Hardin pike, 

near Efashville, Tenn. 

Eeport of Gol. George TT. Roberts^ Borty-second Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqes. Egberts’ Brig-., IIth Drv., 14th Army Corps, 

Gamjg Sheridan, December 21, 18G2. 

Major : I have the honor to report in the cases of Brigade Quarter- 
master D. B. Sears, Eegimental Quartermaster S. B. Hood, and Lieut. 
O. A. Clark, formerly of my command, but now prisoners of war, that 
on the 3d day of December, 1862, they were on duty in attendance with 
a forage train from my brigade, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
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''alworth, which proceeded 10 miles on the Hardin pihe, then turned 
the left and loaded, about 3 miles from said pike. Before starting, 
placed General Orders, Ko. 17, in the hands of Quartermaster Sears, 
id enjoined strict obedience in regard to all points, and specified par- 
3 ularl.v the receipting lor property. I learn from direct testimony that 
uartermaster Sears was very active to see that all the wagons were 
ell loaded; that the exact number was ascertained, and that he then 
sisted thatQuartermasterHood, of the Twenty-second Illinois, Forage- 
aster Bruce, of General Palmer’s division train, and Lieut. O. A. 
lark should go with him to the house of the proprietor and receipt, 
aey went. The house was distant (as I am informed) from the guard 
' the rear of the train about 300 yards. 

Quartermaster Sears did not ask for a personal guard ; in fact, as he 
ys, did not think of it. While Quartermaster Sears was receipting, 
e others were invited to take dinner, which they did. Before Qaar- 
rmaster Sears had completed his receipts, a force of Texan Rangers, 

' about 200, began firing on the train and escort. Bruce, who was 
'St out of the house, mounted his horse, and escaped with a ball through 
s coat and another in the hip of his horse. The other officers, seeing 
le Rangers between them and the train, remained at the house, and 
ere taken. _ _ , 

The Rangers charged on Sergeant Huerson, of Company E, Forty- 
scond Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and 17 men, of same regiment, 
ho were posted as a lookout or vedette. But the sergeant formed his 
en, and fired into them by volley, advanced on them, still firing, dared 
jem to come on, and completely drove them back. The Rangers 
ounded 8 mules, and Quartermaster Sears states that they declared 
lat if it had not been for the “ little major,” as they called the sergeant. 


ley would have captured part of the train. 

I think that Herson deserves notice. He has been with me in sev- 
'al close matters, and is brave beyond question. I sent forward a rec- 
nmendation for his promotion, but it is returned, refused. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ’ G. W. ROBERTS, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


Major SiDBLL, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


ECEMBER 4, 1862. — Skirmish on the Franklin pike, near HoUy Tree Gap, 

Tenn. 

Report of Col. Robert JEC. G, Wintg, Fourth 3iicMgan Cavalry. 

HEADQtTAETEES FOtTETH MiOHIGAH OAVALEY, 

Camp Bosecrans, Tenn., December 4, 1862. 

SiE : I have the honor to hand you the following report of my scout 
u the Franklin pike this day : 

At 7.30 a. m. I marched, with 302 officers and men. When 8 miles 
•om Hashville, I mot the enemy’s pickets, which were driven, by Com- 
anies I and L as far as the junction of the Wilson Creek and 
ikes (9 miles from Nashville), and then some 2 miles down ^e Wilson 

reek pike. Here I recalled the two companies, and, leaving D company 

j the lunctiou, moved forward on tbe Frankliu pike. About •j 
it, we again met the enemy’s pickets (about 70 men), and drove them 
afore us through Holly Tree Gap (6 mUea from the junction), and to 
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■within about 1 mile from Franklin. No obstruction of any kind has 
been placed in the gap, which is naturally one of the strongest posi- 
tions I have ever seen. . 

Two bridges lifive been destroyed on the road, one about 3 miles north 
of the gap, the other about 2^ miles south. Wagons can pass both by 
taking the fields east. 

One of the rebels was wounded by a carbine ball in left shoulder. 
We met with no loss. I returned to camp at 8 o^clock p. m., having 
ridden about 45 miles. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBT. H. G. MINTY, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

Lieutenant Chaiebeblain, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ First Cavalry Division. 


DECEMBEE 4, 1862.— Capture of outpost near Stewart’s Ferry (or Ford), 

Stone’s Eiver, Tenn. 

RmOPORTS. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan, U. S. Army. 

No. 3.— Maj. D. W. Holman, C. S. Army. 


Ho. 1, 

Report of Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan^ U. S. Army. 

Hdqbs. Second Bbig., Fiest Bit., Aemy op the Miss., 

Stoners River ^ Tenn.^ December 4, 1862. 

Colonel This morning about 3 o^clock a sergeant and 9 men of Cap- 
tain Powell’s company mounted scouts, stationed at Stewart’s Ford, 
miles on our right, were attacked by a mounted force of the enemy of 
about 60 men. All of our men succeeded in making their escape, with 
their arms and accouterments, but with the loss of their horses. Two 
were wounded, 1 severely. The enemy made their approach upon our 
right from the direction of the Murfreesborough pike. I have no cav- 
alry to cover my flank in that direction. I had supposed that vedettes 
w’ere stationed from the Murfreesborough pike toward my right. 

I sent out yesterday a foraging party about 4 miles to the front, on 
the Lebanon pike ; 2 men were taken, 1 a mounted scout of Captain 
Powell’s company, and a teamster; they were paroled and returned to 
camp almost as soon as the train. I returned them to duty, ignoring 
the paroles, and with orders that they be charged with the arms lost. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES D. MOEGAH, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

Coh J. P. GaeesohiS. 


Ho. 2. 

Report of Maj. D. W. Holman^ C. 8. Army. 

Camp near La Vergnb, Tenn., 

December 4, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that, with the approval of the 
brigadier-general commanding, 1 left my encampraent near Stone’s Eiver 
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about 12 o’clock last night with 50 men, a part of Captain [J. T.] Mar- 
tin’s company, of my battalion, and proceeded in the direction of Stew- 
art’s Ferry, on Stone’s liiver, 12 miles distant, for the purpose of cap- 
turing some of the enemy’s pickets. By traveling obscure roads and 
recrossiug Stone’s Eiver about 1^ miles above Stewart’s Ferry, we came 
in between the enemy’s main force at McWhirtersvilie [Donelson] and 
Stewart’s Ferry. When within a quarter of a mile of the pickets, 1 dis- 
mounted 20 men, and sent them 300 yards ahead, and ordered them to 
proceed noiselessly to the place, first ordering them to surrender, and, 
if they refused, to fire. A part of the mounted men under Captain 
Martin, and the balance under Lieutenants [T.] Banks and [A.S.] Chap- 
man, were so disposed on either side of the road as to catch any who might 
attempt to make their way to the main force. Sergeant [ J. M.] Critz, who 
commanded the squad of dismounted men, when within 15 steps of the 
reserve, ordered them to surrender. They refused, and one of them fired. 
Immediately my 20 men fired ; 1 lieutenant and 2 privates were left 
dead upon the spot. I think the whole reserve (9 men) were either killed 
or wounded 5 but the cedar undergrowth was so very thick that we did 
not see them, nor could not, without carefully searching, which we did 
not have time to do. Three horses were killed, and we captured 6, with 
bridles, saddles, &c., 2 excellent Belgian guns, 1 pistol, several India- 
rubber coats, &c. The two vedettes, who were some distance from the 
reserve, made their escape through the bushes, and we did not have time 
to pursue them. Being within 1 mile or less of a large force, I thought 
it but prudent to move away at once, and with as much rapidity as prac- 
ticable. At sunrise this morning I got back to my camp without the loss 
of a man, horse, or anything else. 

I must be permitted to commend the coolness and gallantry of Cap- 
tain Martin, Lieutenants Banks and Chapman, and ^Sergeant Critz. I 
cannot mention the names of privates, but they all did their duty, and 
nobly. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. W. HOLMAlSr, 

Major ^ Commanding. 

Oapt. D. G. Eeed, 


DECEMBEE 4-5, 1862.— Capture of transports, and skirmishes near Preston- 

burg, Ky. 

lampoRTS.* 

No. l.—Col. Jonathan Cranor, Fortieth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 2.— Col. John N. Clarkson, Virginia State Line Cavalry. 

IS^O. 1. 

Report of Col. Jonathan Cranor^ Fortieth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Dist. E. Ky., Louisa^ Becemler 8 , 1862 . 
Major: I have the honor to submit to you the following report: 

(Jii the morning of the 3d [4th] instant, an engagement took place be- 
tween about 200 of the Thirty-niiitli Kentucky, who were guarding some 
push boats which weie loaded with commissary and quartermaster 
stores for the Thirt^’-niuth, and were cn route for Piketou, and about 

* See also Floyd to Letcher, Series X, Vol. XXI, p. 1065. 
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800 rebels, mostly mounted, under command of Colonel Clarkson. The 
enj^agement took place about 4 miles below Prestonburg. 

^ The enemy succeeded in ca])turing the boats, not, however, until after 
14 or 15 of them had been killed, and they had killed 2 of the Thirty- 
ninth. They took away and destroyed from 50 to 100 stand of arms, 
about 300 suits of fatigue uniforms, 7,000 rounds of ammunition, a small 
lot of commissaries, 1 tent, and 2 push-boats. A considerable por- 
tion of the articles with which the boats were loaded have since been 
recovered, the enemy in his hurry not taking time to destroy them. The 
boats were loaded at Catlettsburg by the assistant quartermaster of the 
Thirty-ninth, by orders of Colonel Dils, without my knowledge or con- 
sent. I was not aware that they contained either arms or clothing until 
since their capture. Learning after they had started that there was a 
possibility that they might be captured, after they reached this point 
(which took seven days), 1 sent a guard with them from here to Peach 
Orchard, at which point they said Colonel Dils was to send a guard to 
meet them. I sent a company of cavalry, with instruction to scout the 
surrounding country, especially toward Logan, Va., to ascertain if there 
was any danger. I ordered them to guard the boats beyond Peach 
Orchard, or until they should meet the guards sent by Colonel Dils, 
which they did, when they returned, and reported no enemy in striking 
distance. 

Information was afterward received that an effort would be made to 
capture them, which was communicated to the adjutant and quartermas- 
ter who were in charge, and they advised to drop back to Peach Orchard, 
and there await Colonel Dils^ arrival ; after which they received an order 
from Colonel Dils, stating to them that he was in daily communication 
with the country through which they would have to pass ; that there 
was no danger, and for them to press ahead as fast as possible. Owing 
to the low stage of water, they were unable to make more than 4 or 5 
miles per day. 

Colonel Dils’ regiment, as you are aware, is as yet unorganized. He 
claims that he is independent, and not subject to any authority, except 
the military powers of Kentucky. 

As soon as I heard of the capture, I started out 350 cavalry to pur- 
sue them, if possible to form a junction with the forces of Colonel Dils, 
and drive them out or give them battle. I have not yet heard from the 
cavalry, but learn that Colonel I)ils, with most of his command, is at 
Paintsville, and will fall back to Peach Orchard. 

Owing to the scarcity of forage and the difficulty of getting supplies, 
I have yet brought only a part of my force to this point. I have not 
cavahry sufficient to do that amount of scouting which seems to be 
necessary in this district. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. CEAKOK, 

GoloneL Commanding District of Eastern Kentuchi, 
Maj. liT. H. McLean, 

Assistant Adjutant' Gen€7'al^ Department of the Ohio. 


Ko. 2. 

B^ort of Col. John A". Olarhson, Yirginia State Line Cavalry. 

Hdqes. Fiest Beig-ade, Yieginia State Line, 

Gamp at Mouth of Pond Greeh^ Pike Go., Ky., December 7, 1862, 
SiE: In obedience to your instructions, I proceeded with my com- 



CHAP, xxxn.] CAPTUKE OP TEANSPOETS, ETC., NEAE PEESTONBURff. 33 

luand, composed of detachments of the First, Second, and Third Eegi- 
ments, on the 3d ultimo, in the direction of Pike County, Kentucky, and 
early on the following morning reached Prestonburg. At that place I 
was informed that several boats were on their route up the Sandy Kiver, 
loaded with large supplies of ammunition and clothing intended for the 
troops stationed at Piketon, and that on the previous night they had 
stopped a short distance below the town. Without delay, I moved the 
column down the banks of the river, and discovered nine boats, attended 
by a strong guard, in readiness to receive my attack. The information 
of our approach had been carried before us by a Union man in ^at 
vicinity. After a spirited contest of an hour’s duration, we succeeded 
in dislodging the enemy, numbering about 300 men, and utterly routed 
them. 

In the fight we lost 2 men killed and 7 wounded. The loss of the 
enemy was at least 25 killed and about the same number wounded, 
besides 25 prisoners, which we have with us. 

Our capture proved exceedingly valuable, consisting of a large num- 
ber of Enfield rifles (500) and ammunition, with all the accouterments 
necessary for 800 or 1,000 men. It gave us sufficient clothing of every 
description to thoroughly equip the greater portion of the force under 
my command. The supply of sugar, coffee, and salt was large, and was 
nearly all brought off by the men. The men having appropriated all 
they desired or needed of the plunder, the boats were destroyed. The 
value of the captured property can safely be estimated at $250,000. 

I am grieved to state that Captains Kessler and Findlay were pain- 
fully, though not dangerously, wounded. They are able, however, to 
be conveyed with us, and shall not be left to fall into the hands of the 
enemy. Lieutenant Levi Hampton was killed on the side of the enemy. 
Hearing that a regiment was stationed at Piketon, I directed my course 
on the evening of the same dajr toward that place, with the purpose of 
disbanding this force. 

Colonel Dils, the commandant of the post, had received intelligence of 
our presence in the country, and we encountered him during the night 
on the road between Prestonburg and Piketon with a heavy force. A 
sharp skirmish ensued, in which the enemy were completely dispersed, 
with the reported loss of Colonel Dils. This report, though coming 
through his own officers, is not entirely credited. Here one of our men 
was killed instantly and two others wounded. At Piketon we met with 
no resistance, and captured there and in that vicinity about 25 prison- 
ers. We used and destroyed the stores left at that point, and proceeded 
directly to this place, the mouth of Pond Creek, which we reached yes- 
terday afternoon. 

In the space of three days we have made a tour of not less than 140 
miles through the enemy’s country, over rugged pathways and roads; 
and, besides the captures above stated, we have brought off about 100 
cattle, more than 150 horses, and many negroes. The population loyal 
to the South have been reassured of our capacity to protect them, and 
many have joined our standard. A feeling of uneasiness and unsafety 
has been diffused among our enemies and those Mendly to their cause. 
The organization of the enemy has been for the time destroyed, and the 
route for our friends to come to us is left open and unimpeded by the 
foe. I am gratified to be able to state that the men, in spite of long 
and tedious marches, in spite of privation and chilling weather, have 
displayed a spirit and determination worthy of high commendation. 

3 K E— VOL XX, PT I 
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The officers in battle and on the march have conducted themselves in 
a praiseworthy manner. 

By order of Ool. John NT, Clarkson, commanding First Brigade, Vir- 
ginia State Line. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. WOODS, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, • 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Floyd. 


BECEMBEE 6, 1862. — Skirmish near Kimbrough’s Mill, Mill Creek, Tenn. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen, Joshua W, Sill, U. S. Army. 

No. 2. — Col. Harvey M. Buckley, Fifth Kentucky Infantry, commanding brigade. 
No. 3. — Col. Charles Anderson, Ninety-third Ohio Infantry. 

No. 4. — Lieut, Col. Milton Barnes, Ninety-seventh Ohio Infantry. 

No. 5. — Capt. T. R. Palmer, inspector First Division, Twenty-first Army Cori>8. 


hTo. 1. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Joshua W. Sill^ U, S. Army, 

Camp Mill Creek, December 6, 1862 — 7 p. m. 

General : Our forage train was attacked by cavalry and artillery 
to-day. I presume it was Wheeler^s command. We had 1 man killed 
and 2 wounded. The enemy captured 8 of the wagons of HascalPs 
division, which were out on the same road. Will send you written 
report to-morrow morning. 

J. W. SILL, 
Brigadier- Genera I, 

General McCook. 


1 ^ 0 . 2 . 

Report of Gol, Harvey M, Buchley^ Fifth Kentucky Infantry^ commanding 

brigade. 

Headquarters Fourth Brigade, 

December 7, 1862. 

Captain : The following is a brief statement of the skirmish on yes- 
terday, between the enemy and the guard of forage train : 

I left camp in command of the First Ohio, Ninety-third Ohio, and 
Fifth Kentuckj^, and two sections of Battery H. Arrived at the point in- 
dicated by forage-master to fill the train about noon of yesterday, which 
place is about 7 miles from this camp. We discovered the enemy about 
one-half mile in front of us, numbering about 15 or 20 mounted men. 
Lieutenant Ludlow, of battery, brought his gun to bear upon them, 
Mud fired two shots, after which they disappeared. I then ordered the 
First Ohio to the front and right to protect the wagons, which were 
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gatbt'iingforage nearKimbrough’sMill. The Fifth Kentucky was thrown 
to the front, and left to protect the wagons foraging near Ham’s house. 
The Third Indiana Cavalry, of two companies, under Captain Vanos- 
dol, were ordered to the front, and here I would say that no men could 
have behaved better than those two companies, nor could any one have 
maneuvered them to better advantage than the captain in command. 
We had arrived upon the ground but a very short time before we were 
attacked to the front and left, for particulars of which 1 refer you to 
Colonel Barnes’ report, forwarded herewith. Having filled as many 
wagons as we could without bringing the train into camp after night, ! 
ordered the two sections of artillery in advance of the train, and the First 
Ohio immediately in advance of the artillery. Hearing at this time 
pretty heavy tiring of cannon in front, the Fifth Kentucky was ordered 
forward in rear of the First Ohio and the artillery, the Mnety-third Ohio 
having been left in the rear to protect the train, as well as the Ninety- 
seventh Ohio and Cajitain Vauosdol’s cavalry. We had proceeded 
but a short distance toward camp before we discovered the enemy drawn 
up in pretty strong force before us. I ordered up one piece of artillery, 
and opened Are upon them. We were answered by artillery, but they 
soon gave way, upon which we proceeded on to camp, arriving there near 
sundow'n. 

As to what happened in our rear about the time of our leaving for 
camp, I refer you to Colonel Anderson’s report, who had command of 
the rear guard. As to the part taken by the First Ohio, I would refer 
you to report of Major Stafford, filed herewith.* Onu of my escort is 
missing ; another had his horse wounded. 

The conduct of the men and officers engaged would have satisfied the 
most exacting. I am indebted to mj" aide, Lieutenant Harman, of the 
Ninety-third Ohio, for his energy and promptness in carrying all orders. 
The only loss from the train of this division is one wagon of the battery, 
which was destroyed by ourselves, the mules having become unruly and 
broken the tongue. 

H. M. BUCKLEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Fourth Brigade. 

Captain Stearns. 


No. 3. 

Report of Col. Charles Anderson, Ninety-third Ohio Infantry. 

Camp near Nashville, JDecemher 6, 1862. 

Sir : In obedience to your order to take charge of the defense of the 
rear of the forage train, I halted my command this evening at about 3 
o’clock parallel with, and close to, its rear. Whilst waiting in this po- 
sition for the trains to move on, upon the top of the hill, a little west of 
the Franklin and Lebanon road, and southwest from the house of Mr. 

Ham, and above that of , I saw a number of the enemy, on foot, 

and. led by three horsemen, rushing down the valley which lies to the 
nortih of luy position, in a westerly direction. They made great clamor by 
shouting, and their purpose evidently was to intercept the train in its 
march homeward upon the sloiie of the hill, and at the bend of the road 
as it enters into the valley. I imme'diately ordered my regiment to 


Not found. 
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marcli iu double-quick time through certain gaps aud gates upon the 
eastern side of, and close to, the road, which was then filled with our 
wagons. My purpose was, having slight advantage in distance as well 
as in the declivities of the hill, to make the same point before them, and 
to cut them off from any attack on my charge. In this effort I suc- 
ceeded, but not in sufficient time to prevent them spreading themselves 
in most favorable ground and shelter before my regiment could ensconse 
itself behind the fence which I desired as a cover. After a volley from 
Company F, Company A having been detached in support of a battery 
iu advance, a rapid and irregular fire now ensued throughout both 
bodies of combatants. This lasted until, apparently, being satisfied that 
the Ninety-third Eegiment could not be moved from its position, and, 
consequently, that they could not succeed in the purpose of their am- 
buscade and assault, they fied precipitately and universally as far up 
the valley as we could see. 

Our loss in this action was but 1 killed and 3 wounded. Considering 
the closeness of the range, the deliberateness and duration of the en- 
emy’s fire, and the almost rash exposure of several of my companies, 
these casualties are strangely smaU in number. What injury was in- 
flicted upon the enemy I cannot undertake to say, and will not guess. 
Neither will I, in my inexperience in such matters, profess to estimate 
his numbers. They certainly seemed to be largely in excess of our own, 
and the whole command of the expedition was, in my opinion, surrounded 
on all sides by large numbers of our foes. It greatly delights me to 
speak in high and earnest praise of the gallantry and firmness of this 
new regiment in this its first fight. Every officer and man seemed re- 
solved to do his best, and where all have so well succeeded in that 
noble effbrt it might be invidious to distinguish by name particular per- 
sons. Notwithstanding my disposition to regard that restraint upon 
special praises, I feel myself compelled to specify two instances of 
marked courage and pertinacious bravery. The one was that of William 
Gosshorn, fourth corporal in Company F, and the other that of WiUiam 
C. Stewart, private Company C, acting color-bearer. The former, 
after being painfully wounded in the thigh by one of the first rounds of 
the engagement, deliberately went into line and loaded and fired at the 
enemy seven or eight times. The latter, in this his first battle, stood 
out in front of his company, and of the regiment, with his tall figure 
and ever-glorious banner elevated to their highest reach, nor could he 
.be persuaded to bend his person, nor to lower his colors. 

In conclusion, perhaps overrating the merits of my regiment and the 
importance of its conduct, I feel free to say, in justice to its men and 
officers, that I think any less merit than that shown in this fight would 
have probably lost us our entire train, and it seems to me, now, that 
this attack, at this time and place, was preconcerted, together with vari- 
ous feints elsewhere, to accomplish that special object. Vanity or un- 
due partiality to my own men may mislead me in this opinion ; if so, I 
can only offer the apology that the error is as natural as it is frank. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES ANDERSON, 

Colonel Ninety-third Regiment Ohio YbVunteer Infantry^ 

Capt. William Mangan, 

Acting Assistant AdjutantxQen'eral. 
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Xo. 4. 

Report of Lieut Col, Milton Barnes^ Ninety -seventh Ohio Infantry, 

Hdqes. Kinety-seventh EsaT. Ohio Vol. Ineantet, 

December 6, 1862. 

lOLONEL : In compliance with your order to report tlie part taken by 
Mnety-seventli Eegiraent as escort for the forage train in our en- 
nter with the enemy this day, and the result, I have the honor to 
ort the following, viz: 

Fnder your instructions, I proceeded with the regiment, in charge of 
Twenty-first Brigade train, to the outposts of General SilPs division, 
3re I found a train on the route from that division with an escort of 
Be regiments, commanded-by Colonel Buckley. He informed me that 
ould not be safe to venture out beyond with one regiment only, and 
gested that I should accompany him, and unite our forces, which I 
, and reported to him for orders. I proceeded, following in the rear 
tis train to a point about 2 miles beyond a brick church, on the rail- 
d. Here the whole train had halted. I had previously thrown three 
ipanies to the rear of our own brigade train, and the quartermaster 
harge had reported the train all right. I then went forward, after 
vy firing in the advance, and met Colonel Buckley, who immediately 
ered me forward, with five companies of my command, to support the 
lisville Legion, which I did, taking with me the remaining two also, 
rmed in order of battle in the rear of that regiment, and deployed one 
ipany (Company B, Captain Egan) to the left. This company ad- 
ced as skirmishers until they reached the brow of the hill on the left, 
ring to the front through* a piece of woods into an open field, where 
y discovered the enemy in force, mounted. Several rounds were fired 
them and several from the enemy, which, overreaching them, took 
ct in the battle-line of the regiment, resulting in the death of 1 man 
the slight wounding of another. 1 then moved across the ravine 
DUgh the woods to the support of my skirmishers, and gained a posi- 
\ under the brow of the hill, and discovered there a large body of 
el cavalry, retreating and bearing around to the right, at a distance 
ond the range of musketry. Considerable firing was now heard on 
riglit and in our rear, and I saw the Louisville Legion retreating 
k the road toward the train. I awaited orders, but receiving none, 
oved slowly back to where I had first left the train, which still re- 
ned there, but Colonel Buckley had gone back some distance toward 
railroad, with a portion of his forces and battery, and I suppose was 
:aging a rebel battery which I learned had been planted in our rear, and 
j attempting to cut off our retreat. By tMs time it became evident 
t we were almost, if not quite, surrounded* and would have to cut our 
^ through. The train I found was moving rapidly to the rear. In the 
in time I had received no orders what to do. I agreed with Colonel 
flerson , of the Ninety-third Ohio Volunteers, to take the left and he the 
it of the road and between us preserve the train. Here was a curve 
•oad to the left, around a hill. I proceeded across the curve to inter- 
b the road again. While doing so, a furious charge was made upon 
train from the right by a regiment of rebel infantry and of cavalry 
n the woods on the opposite side of the hill, but Colonel Anderson 
ling up promptly, they gave way. I was moving rapidly in that 
action, when I received an order from Colonel Buckley to form in 
er of battle on the right of the road, and move to the front to sup- 
t the battery, which I did, the train still moving on in that direction. 
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When 1 came in sight of the cnemj', they were I’ctrejiting iu all direc- 
tions, and we passed safely through. My loss in men was 1 killed and 
1 wonnded. The Twenty-first Brigade train, the only one I was au- 
thorized to guard, came safely into camp. Several teams belonging to 
the Sixth Division, variously estimated at 6, 12, and 14, were reported 
as having been captured while out foraging on their own account with- 
out a guard, but I know nothing of this ofBicially. The loss to the train 
was only 2 mules shot. 

I have the honor to remain, colonel, your obedient servant, 

M. BAENES, 

Lieut. Col. Ninety-seumtli Begf. Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Colonel Wagnbe, 

Commanding Twenty-first Brigad 


1)10.5. 

Report of Gapt. T. B. Palmer, Inspeotor First Division, Ticenty first Anmi 

Corps. 

Hdqes. Piest Division, Twentt-fiest Aemy Ooeps, 

February 2, 1863. 

Capt atn : In compliance with your order, I have investigated the 
facts connected with the loss of certain wagons from a forage train ol 
this division, December 6, 1862, and respectfully present the following 
report ; 

At the time when the capture took place, General Orders, No. 30, had 
not been received, and foraging was done by brigades. This was nol 
the result of any order, general or special, but simply a custom for the 
time being. It was not customary, however, for these brigade trains tc 
be composed exclusively of wagons from a single brigade. With eacl 
brigade train were sent out foraging wagons from division headquarters 
from the ammunition train, and from the general supply train. Besides 
this, if, as frequently occurred, especially with the batteries, either o: 
the other brigades had not forage enough to last until its regular time 
for foragiag should arrive, teams enough were sent from them to obtaii 
a supply. It was not customary in such cases to send additional escori 
with such surplus wagons, but only sufficient men to load them, and al 
the wagons were regarded as one train under the same escort, equall 3 
entitled to the protection of the escort. So completely did all constitut( 
one train, that the brig^ide quartermaster in charge of the train woulc 
generally receipt for the forage obtained by these extra wagons, anc 
arrange accounts with the other quartermasters on his return. 

On December.2, four days previous to the capture, the Pifteenth Bri 
gade forage train had taken with it several wagons of the Twenty-firs 
Brigade without any additional escort, and Lieutenant Sterne, quarter 
master, Pifteenth Brigade, had receipted for the forage obtained by those 
wagons. That train had also obtained part of its forage in the same 
fields where the wagons were captured December C. What wagons, am 
how many, should be allowed to be attached to any brigade train wai 
regulated by the division quartermaster, Capt. L. D. Myers. 

Lieutenant-Oolonel Barnes, Ninety-seventh Ohio, who commanded th< 
escort, evidently regarded himself as in charge only of the wagons o 
the Twenty-first Brigade. He is a man whose veracity and honor as i 
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gentleman are above suspicion, but after careful examination I am 
satisfied that, according to custom and general understanding, all the 
wagons were equally under his protection. 

[Neither did the size of the train make any unusual escort necessary. 
There were at that time five regiments in the Fifteenth and Twentieth 
Brigades of this division, and their forage trains usually numbered from 
70 to 90 wagons. The Twenty -first Brigade had then but four regiments, 
and on that day had only about 60 wagons in the forage train, includ- 
ing those of the Fifteenth Brigade. 

During the advance of the train no distinction was made by Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Barnes between the wagons properly belonging to the 
Twenty-first Brigade and others. His regiment marched in a body in 
front of the entire train. Six wagons from division headquarters led 
the train ; several ammunition wagons (not considered as belonging to 
any brigade) were in the train. The wagons of the Fifteenth Brigade 
were in the rear simply because it was the most convenient place for 
them to file in with the train as it started. After passing the camp of 
General Sill’s division, two pieces of artillery followed the train, show- 
ing thatthe wagons of the Fifteenth Brigade were considered part of the 
train and under the escort. Up to this time, December 6, it was not 
known that any train had been attacked, nor had the enemy indicated 
his presence. As Lieutenant-Colonel Barnes came to General Sill’s 
division, he was told that a reconnaissance had discovered the enemy 
in front, and he was advised to unite his train with General Sill’s, just 
starting. This was done, General Sill’s train taking the advance. 

Upon arriving where forage could be obtained, according to custom, 
the forage-master estimated how many wagons could be filled, and de- 
tached them from the rear. These 15 wagons filed to the right and left 
into corn-fields ; that on the left adjoining the road, that on the right 
only separated from the road by Mill Creek, easily forded. Four 
wagons were loaded, started back, and arrived in cainp safely. The 
other wagons, while loading, no one of them more than 300 yards from 
the road, were attacked and captured. The other 7 wagons, belonging 
to the Fifteenth Brigade, had passed on with the rest of the train. The 
train had advanced but a short distance when firing was heard at the 
front, perhaps miles from wfiere these wagons were loading. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Barnes ordered three companies to halt, wait for the train 
to pass, and cover the rear, while he moved to the front with the other 
seven companies, in obedience to Colonel Buckley’s order. Not more 
than 100 rods in advance of where these wagons were loading, the road 
turns to the right and ascends a hill among cedars. At the foot of this 
hill were the three companies, while the wagons were parked on the 
top of the hill or scattered to the right and left for forage. The two 
pieces of artillery also moved to the front, leaving the rear unprotected, 
except by three companies. While a brisk skirmish was going on in 
front, a body of rebel cavalry, perhaps 300 in number, came along Mill 
Creek, on our right, under cover of the hill, around the point of hill that 
here separates the road from the creek, crossed the road, captured the 
wagons, and took them behind a hill, on our left, and still farther to our 
rear. Upon this last hill the rebels had planted artillery, which com- 
manded the corn-fields where the wagons had been loading and the road 
itself, completely cutting off retreat. Shortly after this our troops came 
back from the front, engaged their artillery, and drove them back, thus 
securing a safe passage homeward for the train. 

From the best information I can obtain, these wagons were not an 
unusual distance from the road nor from the rest of the train. The 
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whole affair was a repetition of a plan frequently adopted by the rebels, 
viz, to attack briskly in front while their cavalry make a dash upon an 
unprotected rear. The ground was admirably selected by the rebels, 
and I do not doubt that they would have captured the entire train had 
not the union of the two trains rendered the escort .unusually large. 

I am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T, E. PALMBE, 
Insj^ector First Division, 

Capt. E. Lodes, 

Inspector Twenty^first Army Corps. 


DECEMBER 7, 1862. — Action at Hartsville, Tenn. 

ETC. 

' No. 1.— Maj. Gen. William S. Eosecrans, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the 
Cumherland, and resnlting correspondence. 

No, 2.— Eetum of casualties in the Union forces. 

No, 3.— Maj. William McMichael, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Army. 

No. 4.— Col. John M. Harlan, Tenth Kentucky Infantry, commanding Second Bri- 
gade, First Division. 

No. 5.— Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First Cav- 
alry Brigade. 

No. 6.—Maj. Samuel Hill, Second Indiana Cavalry. 

No. 7.— Col. Absalom B. Moore, One hundred and fourth Illinois Infantry, com- 
manding Thirty-ninth Brigade, 

No. 8,— Capt. John Wadleigh, One hundred and fourth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 9. —Lieut. Eobert V. Simpson, One hundred and fourth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 10. — Lieut. Col. Gustavus Tafel, One hundred and sixth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 11.— Capt. Carlo Piepho, One hundred and eighth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 12.— Capt. Joseph Good, One hundred and eighth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 13.— General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, commanding Army of Tennessee, with 
instructions to Brigadier-General Morgan, and congratulatory orders. 

No. 14.— Eetum of casualties in the Confederate forces. 

No. 15.— Brig. Gen. John H. Morgan, C. S. Army, comm.anding expedition. 

No. 16,— Col. Roger W. Hanson, Second Kentucky Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, Breckinridge’s division. 

No. 17. — Col. Thomas H. Hunt, Ninth Kentucky Infantry, commanding detachment 
First Brigade. 

No. 18. — ^Maj. James W. Hewitt, Second Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 19.— Capt, James T. Morehead, Ninth Kentucky Infantry. 

1 . 

Reports of Maj, Qen, Willimi 8, RosecranSy TJ. 8. Army, commanding 
Department of the Cvmherlandj and resulting correspondence, 

^Nashville, Tenn., 

December 7, 1862 — 11 p, m. 

General Thomas dispatches me that one of his brigades, Dumont^s, 
posted at Hartsville, was probably surprised by twa. regiments of in- 
fantry and three of cavalry, and captured. I await news from the front 
to dispose for an attack of the enemy at Stewart^s Creek, 9 miles this 
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side of Murfreesborough. The movement toward Hartsville is also to 
be ascertained, as Polk is reported to have left Murfreesborough by the 
Lebanon [pike] on Friday. ^ Thomas is yet at Gallatin with two divis- 
ions, minus the captured brigade, to cover that region until our railroad 
brings necessaries of clothing and cavalry arms. If the rebels fight us 
in force, it will be a great gain. If not, we can continue our forward 
movement. Our great difficulties will come from their numerous cav- 
alry harassing us and cutting off our forage parties and trains. I am 
arming our cavalry, who are not more than one-fourth of their effective 
force, and^ much cowed from that fact and want of arms. Before bring- 
ing them in confiict with the rebel cavalry, cannot you send me those 
from Indianapolis ? 

W. S. EOSBOEANS, 

McQor-Qeneral, Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H, "W. HauCiEOb:, 

General-in- Chief. 


Gallatin, Demnber 7, 1862. 

Major-General Eoseoeans: 

Lieutenant-Colonel Carroll, commanding Tenth Indiana, reports that 
the enemy attacked the forces under Colonel Scott at Hartsville this 
morning, and captured them, burning the wagons, &c. They are said 
to be 5,000 strong in infantry, besides their cavalry. Colonel Miller 
went out with his brigade from Castalian Springs ; found the enemy 
drawn up in line of battle this side of Harts'^le. Colonel Harlan has 
gone to l^he assistance of Colonel MiUer, taking all of his brigade ex- 
cept a section of artillery. In addition, I have sent out General Fry to 
take command and report to me the actual state of affairs. The troops 
seen at Scottsville may be our own on their way to Carthage. They 
should be there about this time. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Nashville, December 7, 1862. 

Major-General Thomas, Gallatin: 

Do I understand that they have captured au entire brigade of our 
troops without our knowing it, or a good fight? 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major-General. 

P. S. — Answer quick. 


Gallatin, December 7, 1862. 

General Eoseoeans: 

Colonel Harlan reports that Major HiU, Second Indiana Cavalry, in- 
formed him that the whole force which stood was captured; about half 
gave way. The fight lasted about an hour and a quarter. I wiU send 
particulars to-morrow. The enemy can be intercepted before reaching 
Murfreesborough. Colonel Harlan reports three regiments of cavalry 
and two of infantry on this side of the river, and two regiments of in- 
fantry on the otiier side, with five pieces of artillery. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General. 



42 


KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA, [Chap. XXXn. 


Kashyille, Becemher 7, 1862 — 11 p. m. 

(Eeceived December 8 , 1862.) 

Maj. Gen. Geoede H. Thomas : 

Get tlie arms our fugitive troops have thrown away at Harts viile. It 
seems to me impossible that the entire brigade could have surrendered. 
Are there none left ! 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major-General, 


Gallatin, December 8, 1862. 

General Eoseceans : 

Colonel Harlan has not yet sent me a detailed report of the affair at 
Hartsville, but I learn from some of his officers that they buried up- 
ward of 80 of the One hundred and fourth Illinois and only a few of 
the other two regiments. This fact indicates that the other two regi- 
ments behaved badly. They were the One hundred and sixth and One 
hundred and eighth" Ohio Volunteers. Scouts from the other side re- 
port that the enemy’s cavalry is still hovering about the river. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, 


Gallatin, December 8, 1862. 

General Eosegeans : 

Colonel Harlan has gathered up all the arms and property left at 
Hartsville. He will send in a detailed report to-day, which I will for- 
ward by mail if received in time. The entire force, except one company 
and about 100 cavalry, so far as I can learn, were captured. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, 


Wae Depaetment, 
Washington^ December 9, 1862. 

Major-General Eosegeans, 

Nashville^ Tenn, : 

The President directs that you immediately report why an isolated 
brigade was at HartsviUe, and by whose command ; and also by whose 
fault it was surprised and captured. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief, 


hfASHViLLE, Tenn., 
December 9, 1862 — 1.30 p. in. 

Maj. Gen. GBOEas H. Thomas, 

D, 8. Volunteers^ Commanding Center^ Gallatin^ Tenn, : 

President demands explanation of Hartsville affair. Eeport in detail 
exact position, stren^h, and relative distances of your troops between 
Gallatin and Hartsville at that time, and causes of the disaster as far 
as known to you. 

By command of General Eosecrans : 

J. P. GAEESCHE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General and Chief of Staff, 
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IJASnviLLE, Tenn., Becemher 9, 1862—11 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, GeneraUn-Chief : 

In reply to yonr telegram, inquiring why the brigade was stationed at 
Hartsville, I respectfully state that it was necessary to cover the cross- 
ing of the Cumberland Eiver against rebel cavalry, who would essay to 
attack our road and capture our trains. We have, for all our immense 
line of front communications, picket, and couriers, less than 4,000 cav- 
alry, and the enemy not less than 10,000, who are much relieved by 
guerrilla scouts, and can concentrate for mischief with almost perfect 
secrecy and impunity. The subjoined copy of General Thomas’ report 
shows that it was a pretty full brigade, posted strongly, with a cavalry 
regiment for picket duty on the north side of the river, in a command- 
ing position; that it was strongly supported within 9 miles, and, but 
■for being surprised and making feeble resistance, it would have been 
succored, and the enemy badly whipped. That outpost was stronger 
and better supported than our outpost at Eienzi, 7 miles below Corinth, 
last summer. The difference was in the superiority and number of rebel 
cavalry : 

Hartsville was garrisoned by the Tbirty-nintb Brigade, Twelffcli Division (Dumont’s), 
for duty, and was commanded by Col. A. B. Moore, One hundred and fourth Illinois. 
There was also a regiment of cavalry posted there, the Second Indiana, sent there by 
your order. The effective force not Imown. The troops were posted so as to guard the 
ford and the approaches from the direction of Lebanon, and the cavalry for picket duty 
and scouting. Col. J. M. Harlan, Second Brigade, First Division, was posted at Cas- 
talian Springs. This brigade reports 2,725 men present for duty. Colonel Miller, com- 
manding the Fortieth Brigade, was also posted at Castalian Springs, sent there to 
relieve Colonel Harlan. This brigade reports 2,274 men present for duty. The last 
two brigades mentioned were 9 miles distant from Hartsville when the attack was 
made. As soon as cannonading was heard, Colonel Harlan ordered Colonel Miller 
to inarch with his command in the direction of Hartsville, and, with a portion of 
his brigade, followed Colonel Miller, and orders were given to the cavalry from these 
headquarters to be vigilant and scour the country, so that no enemy could approach 
without giving timely notice to the garrison. Colonel Harlan, upon being relieved 
by Colonel Scott at Hartsville, informed me that the position was strong and defensi- 
ble ; added to the information received from my officers, led to the belief that the offi- 
cer in command allowed himself to be surprised, which resulted in the capture of nearly 
his whole force. The attack was sudden, and so quickly decided that it was impossi- 
ble for re-enforcements to reach Hartsville in time to take part in the action, and the 
enemy have been defeated and probably cut off before crossing the river. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, 

W. S. EOSEOEA]!?rS, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


War Department, 

Washington, December 10, 1862. 

Major-General Eoseorans, JSFashville, Tenn. : 

The most important of the President's inquiries has not been answered. 
What officer or officers are chargeable with the surprise at Hartsville 

and deserve punishment ? ^ 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

Generalrin- Chief. 


Nashville, Tenn., December 10, 1862 — midnight. 
Maj, Gen. H. W, Halleck, General-in-Chief: 

Additional information from Colonel Limberg and Captain Good, One 
hundred and eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, who were present in the 



44 


KY.j MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap. xrsn. 


affair at Hartsville, but escaped capture, shows that there were no cav- 
alry vedettes out in that direction, no picket guard, and apparently no 
camp guard ; that the first notice in camp of the presence of the enemy 
was given by an orderly, or servant, that the enemy’s cavalry was com- 
ing up and wheeling, by fours, into line on the opposite side of a ravine, 
about 400 yards distant from our camp ; that they were quietly formed 
without a shot being fired at them ; that the artillery did nothing to dis- 
turb them ^ that only two companies of skirmishers turned out ^ that 
the infantry stood in line of battle at ordered arms,” and allowed the 
enemy to dismount and advance, as skirmishers, within 100 yards before 
they commenced firing. The artillery allowed the enemy’s mountain 
howitzers, and probably two other pieces, to move up into position with- 
out disturbing them. It was finally brought out of the woods, and fired 
a few shots, with little effect, as the enemy advanced in line of sldrmish- 
ers. Closing in, our troops soon fell into confusion, ran to their camp 
in a crowd, where the enemy’s artillery played on them, and they soon 
hoisted a white flag and surrendered. The behavior of the Second In- 
diana Cavalry seems to have been as spiritless as their picketing. The 
enemy hastily exchanged their Austrian for our Springfield rifles, leav- 
ing many arms on the field; drove their prisoners across the river, 
waist-deep, and retreated so hastily that, when our succor arrived, a light 
battalion of cavalry pursued them across the river and retook three wagon- 
loads of our arms. Probably 30 wagons lost. These facts indicate pretty 
clearly where the blame lies. It is pretty certain that the enemy’s force 
did not exceed 2,500 men— two regiments of mounted, and, possibly, 
two dismounted cavalry, Ko official reports yet in. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Hdqrs. 14th Aumt Corps, Dept, op the Cumberland, 

Nashville, Tenn.^ December 22, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. : 

General; I have the honor herewith to transmit all the official re- 
ports that have been received at these headquarters of the battle at 
Hartsville, Tenn., on the 7th instant. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. 8. EOSECEAIjTS, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters of the Army, 

January 13, 1863. 

Eespectfully returned to Major-General Eosecrans, to ascertain and 
report who are the guilty officers concerned in the surrender of Harts- 
ville, Tenn. 

By order of Major-General Halleck: 

J. C. KELTOH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

The within reports and statements show that the United States forces 
captured at the above place December 7, 1862, were either surprised 
or that great negligence was displayed in failing to prepare for the 
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eueuiy’s attack. TLo rebels were in sight before any disposition for 
action was made of the infantry, a part of which was assaulted before 
being fairly in line. The fight lasted less than one hour and a half. 
The loss was about 150 in killed and wounded. Two brigades of our 
troops, under Colonel Harlan, were at CastaJian Springs, only 9 miles 
distant from the scene, but their commander had no intimation of an 
anticipated attack from Colonel Moore, who commanded at Hartsville 
or he could have moved forward, so as to be able to co-operate immedi- 
ately upon the morning of the fight Colonel Moore, One hundred and 
fourth Illinois, the brigade commander, was a prisoner at the time the 
within documents were submitted, and his own report does not, there- 
fore, appear ; but, from the evidence given, the disaster seems to be at- 
tributable mainly to his ignorance or negligence. 

W. S. EOSECEAHS, 
Major'General, Commanding Dapartment. 


Pebrxjajey 13, 1863. 

I respectfully recommend that Colonel Moore, One hundred and fourth 
Illinois Volunteers, be dismissed the service for neglect of duty, in ’not 
properly preparing for the enemy’s attack on Hartsville, Tenn.* 

fl. W. HAHLEOK, 

General-in- Chief, 


Approved: 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


No. 2. 

Beturn of casualties in the Union forces engaged at Hartsville, Tenn,, 

December 7, 1862. 

[Compiled from nominal list of casualties, returns, &c.] 


Command. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

! 

Captured or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

1 04th Illinois Infantry 


25 

5 

126 

23 

11 

1 

2 

16 

20 

545 

346 

22 

42 

413 

393 

724 

357 

26 

44 

492 

453 

2d Incl iana Cavalry - 


13th Indiana Battery (section) 


1 


2 

11th Kentucky Cavaliy, Company E 



lOfirh Ohio Infantry 

2 

20 

10 

3 

38 

30 

108th Ohio Infantry - 

Total 



2 

56 

8 

196 

73 

1,761 

2,096 



Officehs killed*— Capts. William Y. Grholson and Hermann Eeintanz, One hundred and sixth Ohio. 
Officehs mortally wounded.— Lients. Moses M. Eandolph and Milton Strawn, One hundred and 
fourth Illinois. 


^ Colonel Moore was not dismissed the service j his resignation was accepted on 
account of disability, to take effect September 9, 1863, by Special Field Orders, No. 
!;J44, Paragraph I, from Headq^narters Department of the.Opplberlstnd, of that date. 
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No. 3. 

Report of Moj, William McMiehael, Assistant Adjutant-Ge^ieral^ XT. 

Army. 

Headquaetees oe the Aemy. 

The battle at Hartsville, Tenn., wbich resulted in the defeat and sur- 
render of the United States troops at that place, occurred December 7. 

Our forces consisted of the Thirty-ninth Brigade, Army of the Cum- 
berland (One hundred and sixth and One hundred and eighth Ohio 
Infantry, and the One hundred and fourth Illinois Infantry), with the 
Second Indiana Cavalry and a section of Nicklin’s (Thirteenth Indiana) 
battery. The Eleventh Kentucky Cavalry is mentioned in one of the 
reports as having a small force in action. 

No official report of this fight is furnished from the officer who, com- 
manded. The accounts are from officers of the several commands en- 
gaged. Their substance is as follows : 

Major Hill, Second Indiana Cavp.lry, relates that, on the Cth, scouts 
were out, and no signs of the enemy appeared. Early on the morning 
of the 7th, the enemy appeared, and immediately advanced upon and 
attacked our force. Major Hill represents the cavalry as having be- 
haved with gallantly. 

Col. E. M. McCook, commanding cavalry brigade, in submitting this 
account, says the Second Indiana Cavalry and One hundred and fourth 
Illinois Infantry fought gallantly; the other regiments, of the brigade 
fied disgracefully, leaving their comrades to make a hopeless fight 
against superior numbers.” Colonel McCook was not in the action, 
but derived his opinion from the testimony of individuals who had par- 
ticipated in ic. 

Captain Wadleigh, One hundred and fourth Illinois Infantry ; Cap- 
tain Good, One hundred and eighth Ohio Infantry, and Lieut. Col. 
Gustavus Tafel, commanding One hundred and sixth Ohio Infantry, 
ea;ch present an account of the part taken by his own regiment, and all 
agree in stating that the commands with which they served behaved 
unexceptionably, AU accounts agree that the enemy were in sight 
before any disposition to receive their attack was made. The troops 
assembled hurriedly. It seems to have been a surprise, but sufficient 
time elapsed to form our men in line. 

The fight lasted one hour and a quarter, having commenced between 
6.30 and 7 a. m. Colonel Moore, One hundred and fourth Illinois In- 
fantry, commanded our forces in the action. 

At Castalian Springs, 9 miles from Hartsville, two brigades of our 
troops were encamped. The first intelligence they had of this action 
was the sound of firing. They moved forward to the assistance of the 
Hartsville force. The firing having ceased, and, anticipating an attack, 
they formed in line of battle miles before Hartsville ; but their com- 
mander, Colonel Harlan, having observed a column of smoke in the 
direction of the Hartsville camp, again moved rapidly forward ; found 
our troops had surrendered and the enemy in retreat, but succeeded in 
recapturing a part of our force and property. 

Colonel Harlan is of opinion that the enemy crossed the Cumberland 
on the night of the 6th, and encamped. He received no intimation of 
an attack from Colonel Moore, or he could have co-operated to resist it. 
The enemy’s force is said to have consisted of three regiments of in- 
fantry, Gano’s and Bennett’s cavalry; a battalion of Texan Bangers, and 
eight pieces of artillery. Two regiments of infantry, one regiment of 
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cavalry, and a battery were seen on tbe opposite side of the river. They 
did not participate in the action, the artillery being alone engaged in 
throwing shell into our camp. 

Our loss in killed and wounded was about 150, the majority of whom 
belonged to the One hundred and fourth Illinois Infantry. 

From the reports submitted, it is impossible to form a reliable estimate 
of the conduct of the respective regiments, each officer reporting being 
disposed to give a favorable account of the action of the command to 
which he was attached; but the following facts are apparent: First, 
the attack was unexpected, and no intelligence had been sent to, or 
effort made to co-operate with, the two brigades of the United States 
forces, stationed only 9 miles distant from the scene of action ; secondly, 
the fight lasted only one hour and a quarter. If the troops had either 
retreated or made a longer resistance, they could have fallen back to or 
been joined by the troops above alluded to, when our forces would have 
outnumbered the enemy. 

W. McMIGHABL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


NTo. 4. 

Report of GoL John M. Harlan^ Tenth Kentucky Infantry^ commanding 
Second Brigade^ First Division. 

Heabquaetees Seconb BEiaABE, Fiest Division, 

Gamp near Gallatin fTenn.^ December 12, 1862. 

Captain: On the morning of the 7th instant, about 7.30 o’clock, I 
heard cannonading very distinctly in the direction of Harts ville, at which 
place was stationed the Thirty-ninth Brigade, of General Dumont’s 
division, the Second Indiana Cavalry, and two pieces of Nicklin’s bat- 
tery, all under the command of Colonel Moore, One hundred and fourth 
Illinois. You will remember that at that time four regiments of my bri- 
gade (the Tenth Indiana, Fourth Kentucky, Tenth Kentucky, an^d Sev- 
enty-fourth Indiana) and my battery (South wick’s), and also Colonel 
Miller’s brigade, of Dumont’s division, were encamped at Castauan 
Springs, 9 miles from Harts ville, and 7^ miles from Gallatin. 

As soon as the cannonading commenced, I dispatched a couiier to 
Hartsville, to ascertain the cause of the firing. At the same time I dis- 
patched another courier in the same direction, with orders to proceed 
rapidly up the road, and if he heard musketry, or could le^n any tacts 
which indicated that a fight was probably going on at Hartsville, to re- 
turn with all possible speed to my camp and report. Simultaneously witn 
this, I directed each regiment of my brigade to be in readiness to march 
at a moment’s notice. Within a very short while after 
was started, I received information from Captain Hudnall 
tucky), commanding the picket company on the Hartsville road (nearly 
a mile distant from camp), to the effect that he thought he 
hear heavy musltetiy in the direction of Hartsville. I 
once the fhct to Colonel Miller, whose brigade belonged to same 
division as Colonel Moore’s, and suggested the propriety of ^ 

ing his brigade to Hartsville as rapidly as tbe men couW go, pre^ded 
by the small detachment of the Seventh Kentucky p^valry (Major 
Faulkner), then at Oastalian Sp^rings, and 
, mand. This suggestion (Jolonel Miller promptly adopted, ^ 

minutes was on^e march. I followed immediately and rapidly after 



48 


KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chai*. xxxil. 

him with the Tenth Kentucky (Lieutenant-Colonel Hays) and the Sev- 
enty-fourth Indiana (Colonel Chapman), and four pieces of Southwick’s 
battery, leaving the Fourth Kentucky (Colonel Croxton) and the Tenth 
Indiana (Lieutenant-Colonel Carroll), with two pieces of artillery, in 
camp at Castalian Springs, to guard my own as well as Colonel Miller’s 
camp, and to resist any attack upon that point. My intention was to 
go within 3 or 4 miles of Hartsville, and thus keep within supporting 
distance both of my own men, at the springs, and of Colonel Miller in 
his advance to Hartsville. I left orders for the Fourth Kentucky and 
Tenth Indiana to be in constant readiness to obey any summons which 
I might send back to them. 

When I arrived within about 3 miles of Hartsville, word was sent to 
me from the front that some of the enemy were seen ahead, and a re- 
quest from Colonel Miller that I would come forward rapidly with my 
men and assume command, as there were some indications of a fight. 
This summons was obeyed. I went in person to the front and assumed 
command. My regiments, already moving rapidly, increased their pace, 
and marched as fast as men ever marched. Believing, from the informa- 
tion received, that the enemy would resist us, I sent, before going to the 
front, an order back for the Fourth Kentucky to join me as soon as pos- 
sible, which order was obeyed with the utmost alacrity. 

Upon arriving at the front, I found that Colonel Miller’s brigade had 
formed in line of battle about 1 J miles this side of Hartsville. His bat- 
tery was in position, and had, previous to my arrival, fired one or two 
shells into the wood beyond, where some of the enemy were seen. Up 
to that time we had not met a single straggler on the entire route. FTo 
one could be seen to give- any information as to what had happened. 
The firing had ceased some little while before this. Whether the enemy 
had been repulsed and had retired, or whether our entire force had been 
captured, we could not tell. Just then, however, from an eminence near 
by, I observed a dense smoke rising from the direction of Colonel Moore’s 
camp, I then became satisfied that all had been lost, and that my only 
chance was to push forward, and, if possible, catch the enemy before he 
crossed the river, and thereby also save some of our captured men. A 
rapid advance was ordered j we moved across the country directly to- 
ward Colonel Moore’s camp, which was also the shortest route to the 
ford, near Hartsville, where' the rebels would necessarily recross the 
river. 

Upon the arrival of Faulkner’s cavalry at Colonel Moore’s camp, 
which was about 400 yards from the ford, and in full view of it, some 
of the rebel cavalry were seen crossing the river, and had some of our 
teams with them. They were fired upon by Faulkner’s men, when they 
abandoned the wagons and fled precipitately across the river. In ad- 
dition to the rebel cavalry who were seen crossing the river, I observed 
myself several hundred -rebel cavalry on the hill on the south side of 
the river, moving off on the Lebanon road. Each of them appeared to 
have a man behind him on his horse. I ordered Nicklin’s battery, of 
Miller’s brigade, to fire across at the retiring rebels, which order was 
promptly obeyed, and resulted in the killing of a few of the rebels, as 1 
was afterward informed. Pursuit was utterly impracticable ; it would 
have required at least an hour and a half to cross the river at that point 
and ascend the high bank on the south side. The enemy, as I learned, 
recrossed their infantry, as well as their prisoners, with the horses of 
their cavalry. In addition to all th^s, I did not deem it prudent to 
cross the river with the force then at my disposal, being entirely unad- 
vised as to what strength the enemy had on the south side in reserve, 
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Some of our wounded officers expressed to me the opinion (which I 
think is sustained by subsequent developments) that the rebels had on 
the south side a reserve force, which had not crossed, but were near 
enough in an emergency to have assisted those who made the attack 
upon Moore. This was the opinion of Major Hill, of the Second Indiana 
Cavalry. These facts, in connection with the time which would neces- 
sarily be occupied in crossing, induced me, upon consultation with my 
brother officers, to abandon all further pursuit. 

I found that the enemy had succeeded before our arrival in running 
across the river all the wagons and mules of Colonel Moore’s brigade 
and the Second Indiana Cavalry, except 11 wagons and 13 mules, which 
were recaptured. A large number of the tents had been burned and a 
large number of the guns of our men had been taken off by the rebels. 

Deeming it my duty to save as much of the public property of Colo- 
nel Moore’s brigade as I could, I sent back to Castalian Springs, and 
ordered up 25 wagons from Colonel Miller’s and my brigades, with which 
to carry off* the recaptured property. The wagons arrived about dark, 
and were immediately loaded, when Colonel Miller and I returned with 
them to our camp, at Castalian Springs. 

The Tenth Kentucky Eegiment, of my brigade, having arms which 
were, in many respects, very defective, and in some respects entirely 
useless to them, they were allowed to take out of the lot of recaptured 
guns 309, as well as 36,000 rounds of cartridges to suit them. That regi- 
ment turned over its old guns to the ordnance officer of the division, and 
will account to him for the guns retained, as above stated. This step 
was absolutely necessary, because there was no supply of ammunition 
on hand in the ammunition train of the division to suit the caliber of 
their guns (.71J), and because my brigade at the time was ordered to 
Hartsville, at which point there were reasons to apprehend that we 
would be attacked by the rebels. The exchange will add, in my judg- 
ment, one-thii'd to the efficiency of that regiment in battle. If this step 
is not ax>proved, the regiment will return to the proper officer, if ordered, 
all the guns thus received, and take such others as will be given them. 
The balance of the ordnance stores recaptured have been turned over to 
the ordnance officer of the division. 

As to the killed and wounded, I found upon the field 55 dead Union 
soldiers, a large maiiority of whom were identified by papers upon their 
persons as belonging to the One hundred and fourth Illinois. These 
were buried by details from Colonel Miller’s and my commands. Among 
those killed was Captain Gholson, acting assistant adjutant-general (as 
I learn) of Colonel Moore’s brigade. He was the only Union officer 
killed and left on the field. 

We found on the field 15 dead rebels, who were also buried, among 
whom were 3 officers. One of them was identified as Lieutenant 
Eogers, of Bullitt County, Kentucky, and another. Lieutenant Thomas, 
of Hardin County, Kentucky. 

The total wounded on our side amounted to nearly 100, a majority of 
whom belonged to the One hundred and fourth Illinois. I have already 
inclosed to you a list of their names. They are all at Hartsville, except 
such as have been moved away. Those there now, with a few excep- 
tions. as I learned from the surgeon in charge, could not be moved. I 
left them as comfortably provided for as could be expected under the 
circumstances. 

Quite a lot of pj-ovisions was saved, all of which I left for the use of 
the wounded, except 1,230 pounds of bacon, 470 pounds of rice, and a 

4 H XX, PT X 
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small quantity of salt, beans, and hard bread, which were turned over to 
my brigade commissary, who will account for them. One ol the ca])- 
tured wagons, with 4 mules, w^as left with the surgeon in charge ot the 
wounded, to be used to haul wood for them. , , , 

I found in a house near the battle-field wounded rebels, \vhom 1 
X)aroled, and a roll of which 1 have forwarded to the Adjutant-General 
of the United States Army. 1 forward also to you a list of said rebels, 
to be forwarded, if necessary, to department headquarters. This list 
includes some wounded rebehs, found upon my return to Hartsville on 

the 10th instant. . , , -i, i 

I had no means of ascertaining the exact number ot rebels killed and 
wounded, but I did ascertain that they removed most of their wounded 
and some of their killed; and from all I could gather it is quite proba- 
ble that the number of rebels killed and wounded, if it did not exceed, 
at least equaled the number of killed and wounded on oiir side. 

The rebel force engaged amounted to not less than five regiments 
and one battery. Two of the regiments were the Second and Ninth 
Kentucky (rebel) Intantry, of Genei'al Hanson’s brigade^ and three were 
from Morgan’s cavalry brigade, and 1 am inclined to the opinion that 
there were other reliel regiments on the south side of the river, in close 
supporting distance. Some of our wounded officers assure me that they 
saw this force. If such a force was there, it wavS, no doubt, for the pur- 
pose of holding the ford, while the rebel troops retired across tlie river 
after the fight had concluded. The entire reb(‘l fon^e on the lield was' 
under the immediate command of Morgan. 

The average number of cartridges found to be missing out of th(‘ 
three hundred and odd cartridge-boxes saved was about six, and in a* 
very large number there did not apiiear to be any cartridges missing. 
Fully three-fourths of the guns recaptured were loaded, and many of 
them capped. 

The rebels crossed the ]*iver during the night of the Glh, at two 
places, a few miles below Hartsville. The infantry crossed at a ferry. 
They were most of the night, as I learned, in crossing. They united 
a short distance from Hartsville, and formed in line of battle bctw<jen 
the camp of polonel Moore and the Gallatin and Hartsville pikc^. Tlu^. 
fight lasted about an hour — probably an hour and a quarter, not longer. 
The enemy captured and took with them two pieces of Nicklin’s battery, 
which had been sent to Hartsville but a few days previous to the fightl 
These two pieces had evidently been well served, since 1 f<umd upon 
the field two caissons of the rebel battery entirely disabled. From 
Hartsville a plain, direct road leads to the two points where tlie 
crossed the river. 

I did not receive at any time during the night of the fith any inti- 
ination from the commandant at Hartsville that the enemy was cross- 
ing near his camp. Had I known, or even smspected, that such was 
the case ; or had 1 been advised even at daylight on the morning of thc! 
7th, of the approach of the rebels ; or had the force at Hartsville held 
out but a little longer, the result in either case might liave been veiy 
different- In marching to Hartsville 1 did so without any specifut 
orders; but I felt it to be my duty to march the assistance of tho 
force stationed there, if attacked by the enemy ; ami I am very sure that 
both Colonel Miller and myself, as well as our respe(jtiv(*, <*.oiuumtids, <lid 
all that men <^ould do to reach Hartsville in time to aid (uu* Imuhre-u. 

I do not deem it my duty to express in this offi<;ial report any opinion 
which I may liave in regard to the causes which hul to the uniorlunate 
disaster at Hartsville. That opinion might do injustice fo tlje ofii(HU*s 
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mkI Dioi), W'liose conduct may be the subject of inquiry before a proper 
tribunal. My sole purpose has been, in compliance with the order of the 
division commander, to give such facts as my visit to Hartsville elicited. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. HARLAN, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 

('apt. Edwarj) C. Dbnig, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 5. 

Report of Col. Jddward M. McOooJe, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding 

First Cavalry Brigade. 

lljiADQUARTEES PlEST CATAXEY BRIGADE, 

December 14, 1862. 

LH3UTENANT : In compliance with the request of the colonel com- 
manding the division, ashing for all the information I have gained con- 
(au'uing the late affair at Hartsville, I have the honor to inclose a copy 
of the official ri'port of Maj. Samuel Hill, Second Indiana Cavalry. He 
embodies only a history of the part taken by his regiment in the en- 
gagement. From unofiicial statements, made by various officers and 
men, 1 am satisfied that, while the One hundred and fourth Hlinois and 
Second Indiana Cavalry Ibught gallantly, the other regiments of the 
brigade fled disgracefully, and left their comrades to mahe a hopeless 
fight agaiiust superior numbers. 

1‘ai'oled men tell me that many of the persons who had come within 
our lin(>s at Hartsville, and claimed protection as refugee conscripts, 
were in the enemy’s ranks, and employed guarding them on their way 
to M urfreesborough. They assure me that there can be no mistake, for 
they recognized them distinctly. Does not this convey the lesson that 
none of tho.so who come to us and claim protection as refugees, or ask 
privileges as citizens, are to bo trusted? Clothed in the peaceful garb 
of the citizen, they enter our camps and pass through our lines, and the 
citizen’s dress is generally but the disguise of a spy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD M. MoOOOK, 

Colonel, (jommanding Brigade. 

Lieut. M. B. Chamberlain, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Cavalry Division. 


No. G. 

K^ort of Maj. Samuel Sill, Second Indiana Cavalry. 

Came Roseorans, near Nashville, 

December 13, 1862. 

Colonel: In obedience to your request, I submit the following state- 
ment of facts in relation to the disaster at Hartsville, Tenn., on the 7th 

instant: , , . -rr ^ -n 

Oil t he G(h, scouts were made op all the roads approachjng Hartsville, 
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and, at 4 o’clock of that day, Lebanon, Tenn., was not occupied by the 
enemy, nor were there any indications of an advance of their forces. 

At 6.30 o’clock on the morning of the Tth, the couriers announced the 
approach of the enemy on* the old Lebanon road, and immediately after 
they appeared in view at a distance of three-fourths of a mile, and com- 
menced to form their columns for attack. The Second Indiana Cav- 
alry, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, was ordered out, dis- 
mounted, to defend the camp, with the exception of Company G, which 
was mounted, and was ordered forward, to commence skirmishing with the 
enemy. The infantry was ordered to form line, their flanks resting on 
the heads of two ravines; and, on the line being formed, the Second In- 
diana was ordered to return to camp, mount, and then take position to 
X>rotect the flanks of the infantry. Up to this time, from a half to three- 
fourths of an hour, no attack had been made on our lines, and no fight- 
ing done, except by the skirmishers of Company G, Second Indiana, a 
portion of whom were captured by venturing too far, among them Lieu- 
tenant Parsley, who commanded the company. 

The attack was made by the enemy’s infantry and artillery simul- 
taneously, while overwhelming numbers of their cavalry showed them- 
selves upon the flanks and rear of our position. These we managed to 
hold in check during the engagement, and i)revented them from mate- 
rially assisting their infantry in their attack on ours. 

I have thus stated the part the Second Indiana Cavalry took in the 
engagement, though they resisted the enemy between a quarter and 
half an hour after our main force had surrendered. 

' The enemy’s force consisted of the Second and Ninth Kentucky and 
Eighteenth "Tennessee Infantry; Colonel Duke’s, Colonel Gano’s, and 
Colonel Bennett’s cavalry, and one battalion Texas Hangers, llieir 
artillery force consisted of four rifled 6-ponnders, two 12-poundcr howit- 
zers, and two small rifled pieces, caliber unknown. 

On the opposite side of the river there were in view one regiment oi’ 
cavalry, two of infantry, and a battery of six pieces, two of wliich wci'c 
rifled. The artillery on the south side of the river during the engage- 
ment was occupied in shelling our camp and cavalry. 

In consequence of my hand being disabled by a gun-shot wound, I 
authorize John Schooler to affix my signature. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL HILL, ' 
Major Second Indiana Cavalry, 

Col. E. M. McCook, 

Commanding Firat Cavalry Brigade, 


No. 7, ' 

Report of Col, Absalom B. MoorCj One hundred and fourth Illinois 
Infantry^ commanding Thirty-ninth Brigade. 

Headquauters 104th Kegiment Illinois Infantry, 
Camp IJouglaSj Chicago^ III,^ Felmiary 25, 1863. 

. General : Having been exchanged as a prisoner of Avar, and released 
from ray confinement in a rebel prison, I hasten to give you my report 
of the battle of Ilartsville, Tenn., which occurred December 7," 1862. 

The Thirty-ninth Brigade, consisting of the One hundred and fourth 
Illinois Infantry, One hundred and sixth and One hundred and (M‘ghtl^ 
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Ohio Infantry, tlie Scicond Indiana Cavalry, one company of the Eleventh 
Kentucky Cavalry, and a section of Captain Nicklin's Indiana battery, 
was placed under my command on the 2d day of December, 1862, in 
consequence of Colonel Scott, of the -Nineteenth Illinois, who was com- 
manding the brigade, returning to his regiment. 

1 entered upon my duties, and did all that I could to be in readiness 
if we should be attacked. Our position on the banks of the Cumberland 
Itiver was the same occupied by the brigade that was there before our 
arrival from Tompkinsville, Ky. The vedette and picket stations were 
selected bj^ Colonel Scott before he gave up the command. Upon my 
taking command, I increased the vedette and picket force, and every pos- 
sible avenue of approach to our camp was well guarded, the vedettes 
being about 1*} miles and the pickets one-half mile from camp. The 
(iountry for miles was scouted every day by the cavalry force of my com- 
mand, and every precaution was used to give us timely warning of the 
approach of the eimmy, should they attempt to attack us. 

On Saturday night, December 6, 1862, General John H. Morgan, of 
the rebel aiiny, started from Baird^s Mills, 8 miles south of Lebanon, 
Tenn., axid 25 from Hartsville, for the purpose of attacking me atHarts- 
ville. Ills force consisted of six regiments of cavalry, two regiments of 
infantry (the Second and Ninth Kentucky), and fourteen pieces of artil- 
leiy. i besides this overw^helming force, the citizens between Hartsville 
and Lebanon Joined the rebel force, until they numbered between 5,000 
and 6,000 men. This force, with the exception of abou,t 1,000 cavalry, 
crossed the Cumberland Eiver, under cover of night, between our posi- 
tion and that of the force stationed at Oastalian Springs. The advance 
guard of the rebels were dressed in the Federal uniform, and succeeded 
in deceiving my vedettes and capturing them without firing a gun. The 
enemy then pushed on with their entire force toward our camp. The 
pickets guA’c the alarm, and hold the rebels in check until my force was 
in line of battle and ready to receive them. The brigade [fell] promptly 
in line, and commenced the battle by attacking the enemy before he had 
t line to ibrm. The infantry force of the rebels were mounted on horses, 
l)ehind the cavalry. The entire rebel force dismounted about 1 mile 
from camp and Ibiight as infantry, with the exception of Bennett’s cav- 
alry, v'hicli dashed into the towm of Hartsville to capture Company A, 
of the One Inmdred and fourth Illinois, who were acting provost guard 
of tlie town. The 1,000 cavalry before mentioned parted from the main 
body and crossed the river 8 miles north of the camp, but this lattp 
force did not arrive in time to participate in the fight, but succeeded in 
captui’ing the cowards who had deserted us in the time of need. 

My force consisted of about 450 men of the One hundred and fourth 
Illinois, 250 etfectivc men each of the One hundred and sixth and One 
hundred and eighth Ohio, 280 men of the Second Indiana Cavalry and 
the Eleventh Kentucky Cavalry, and a section of artillery— 1,800 men. 

I had sent on Saturday, December 6, 1862, to Gallatin, as a guard to 
our i)X'Ovision train, three companies of infantry, one company of cav- 
alry, ami 30 mounted infantrymen, amounting to nearly 200 men, and 
a great many being sick in hospital at the time of the attack, left me but 
the small foke of about 1,200 men to contend with 5,000 of the rebels 
and their artillery of fourteen guns, and some of them 12-pounders. 

The battle commenced about 0.45 a. m., and continued until 8.30 a. m., 
one hour and three-quarters. The One hundred and fourth Illinois 
fought heroically, and maintained their position. The Second Indiana 
(Cavalry and the iSleventh Kentucky Cavalry also did nobly. The One 
hundred and sixth Ohio acted shamefully, and left us in the midst- of 
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the fight, many of the men running for shelter in the ten Is of the One 
hundred and eighth Ohio, which were in the rear of our line of battle. 
All efforts of myself and Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, of the Second 
Indiana Cavalry, to rally them were unavailing. 

The One hundred and eighth Ohio, being entirely destitute of field 
officers, fought well for a short time, but were soon thrown into confusion 
and retreated, although Captain Piepho and other officers of the regi- 
ment did their utmost to keep the men in front of the enemy and to 
stand their ground. The section of artillery under command of Lieuten- 
ant Green did good execution, and all men connected with the batterj" 
did their duty nobly and bravely. 

After the battle had raged furiously for some time, and seeing the 
rebels in front commence wavering under the severe and deadly fire of 
my men, I gave the order to charge, feeling confident that we could cut 
our way through the rebel ranks. Immediately upon giving the order, the 
stampede of the One hundred and sixth commenced, which then brought 
a tremendous fire upon the One hundred and eighth Ohio, they being the 
center, and were soon flanked on the right, and gave way in confusion. 
I withdrew the order to charge, and directed the One hundred and 
fourth to hold the rebels in check until I drew our giins, now entirely 
unsupported on the right, to another position. They did so. The guns 
were moved on the top of the bluff, on the edge of the river, about 200 
yards from their former position. I then ordered the One hundred and 
sixth and One hundred and eighth to form by the guns, but they were 
so scattered that it was impossible to expect any further assistance from 
them. I then ordered the One hundred and fourth to fall back to the 
guns, which they did in good order, contesting every inch of the ground. 
After arriving at the guns, and forming in our new position, and many 
of the One hundred and fourth being killed and wounded, and being now 
completely surrounded, and one-half my force captured by deserting 
their position without orders, I was compelled to surrender, as fighting 
longer would only increase the number of killed and wounded, as we 
were contending against a force of ten to one after forming in our new 
line of battle. I am unable to give you a list of killed and wounded, 
but presume that during my absence as a prisoner of war you ha\^e re- 
ceived intelligence from other sources. The rebel loss, according to 
their own statement to me. was about 400 in killed and w’^ounded, the 
greater part of whom were carried from the field. 

I have given you a correct history of the battle, and 1 did suppose 
that after fighting for one and three-quarter hours we would certainly 
receive re-enforcements, and had they come to us promptly from Cas- 
talian Springs the result would have been different. I indulged the 
hope, and encouraged the men to fight one hour and we would be re- 
enforced, but, after one and three-quarter hours’ hard fighting, we were 
compelled to surrender, and another hour passed before we were marched 
out of camp, and still no help. To Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart and 
Major Hill, of the Second Indiana Cavalry ; Captain Slater, of the 
Eleventh Kentucky Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Hapeman and Major 
Widmer, of the One hundred and fourth Illinois,' and all the officers and 
men of the foregoing regiments and companies, who acted with great 
coolness and bravery upon the battle-field, and to each and to all of 
them, I feel indebted for aiding and assisting me in our struggle to over- 
come the enemy, and had our comrades remained firm we could have 
held out until re-enforcements arrived. Captain Piepho, of the One 
hundred and eighth, also performed his’duty well. Capt. W. Y. Ghol- 
son, my acting assistant adjutant-general, while attempting to rally the 
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One liundred and sixth. Ohio, was shot, and soon expired. He was a 
brave and noble young man. Lieut. Jacob Dewald, my aide-de-camp, 
was very active in carrying my orders to all parts of the field. And, in 
conclusion of this part of my report, I will say I love every man that 
fought 3 1 hate every dog that ran. It was the first time that any of 
the infantry regiments engaged in the battle were under fire. 

I respectfully request that, when the ojBacers of the Second Indiana 
Cavalry are released as prisoners of war, and the lieutenant-colonel and 
major of the One hundred and fourth Illinois Infantry are also re- 
leased, you will give me a court of inquiry in the matter ; and if I 
have done anything wrong, or neglected any duty, I am willing to be 
censured, but I have a consciousness that I did my duty the best I 
could. I also wish to have the conduct of every officer who ran like a 
coward from the field fully inquired into. I took the command of the 
brigade on the 2d of December, and on the morning of the 7th the 
fight occurred. I had never received any orders from any source to 
take command, nor instructions from any source whether I was to have 
command, or otherwise, except as the command was handed over to 
me by Colonel Scott. 

1 have the honor to submit this report direct to you, learning that 
General Dumont had resigned. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. B. MOOEE, 

Colonel Illinois Infantry^ and Gomdg. 39^7^ Brigade. 

IMajor-General EosECRAisrs. 


No. 8. 

Report of Gapt John Wadleigh, One hundred and foxirth Illinois Infantry. 

Deoembbe 7, 1862. 

Deae Sie : In absence of any field officer of the One hundred and 
fourth Eegiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, I have the honor to make 
the following report of the action, as seen by myself. I would refer to 
the accompanying reports, as handed in by the officers commanding 
companies, and designated A, B, 0, &c., according to the letters of said 
commands : 

Early on the morning of December 7 our camp was alarmed by the 
report that the enemy were in sight, and approaching with the intention 
of attacking; soon after which the pickets were fired upon, and returned 
the fire smartly, contesting the ground until the cavalry and minute-men 
could be deployed as skirmishers. 

Company A was doing provost duty in town, and Company H was 
thrown forward as skirmishers on the extreme right of the cavalry. I 
would refer to letters A and H for more full particulars of their actions. 
Companies B, C (D in part), E, F, G, and I were early on the ground, 
and in line on the immediate right of the battery, composed of one sec- 
tion of the Thirteenth Indiana. Company K was thrown forward as 
skirmishers, but soon returned into line. The One hundred and eighth 
Ohio Volunteer .Infantry was placed on the left, and to support the 
battery. The One hundred and sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was 
ordered to the right. Thus formed, we awaited the approach of the 
enemy. 

Soon the batteries of the enemy, which, until this time, had remained 
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masked, opened upon us furiously with six ^uiis. The action then 
became general all along the lines. Soon the artillery complained that 
their support on the left had given way. It also became apparent that 
the right had also given way, so that the One hundred and fourth was 
completely flanked. 

The artillery then placed one gun on the right of the One hundred 
and fourth, and this regiment undertook to support both guns ; but, 
after sustaining the united fire of two regiments of Kentucky infantry 
(the Second and Kiiith veteran troops), for something like thirty minutes, 
they were compelled to fall back, and did so in some little confusion, not, 
however, luatil orders had to be given to fall back by the field officers. 
The artillery failed for some reason to remove the gun from the right 
flank, and the officers of Company B, with a little help, dragged the gun. 
from its position down the declivity, and attempted to conceal it 5 but 
the movement being discovered by the enemy, a shower of balls was 
poured upon them, and they were compelled to abandon the idea. The 
order to fall back was immediately followed by an order to retire to the 
hill and support the remaining gun, and most of the One hundred and 
fourth immediately repaired to the hill and attempted to stay the storm, 
which was now setting so strongly against us ; but it was of no avail, 
for after a very severe engagement of musketry and cannonading for 
one hour and twenty-five minutes, the command was compelled to sur- 
render to the forces of John Morgan and one Duke. 


Total kiUed 23* 

Total wounded 100 

Total missing 12 

Aggregate* 135 . 


I would say that Company A had a very warm fight, killing 5 and 
wounding 8 of the enemy while in town, and losing 1 killed and 2 
wounded. 

Captain Leighton (Company A) reports that he was attacked by one 
regiment of cavalry and two companies of mounted infantry. 

I also add that, during the time the One hundred and fourth were in 
the hands of the enemy, they were shamefully abused by the said enemy, 
by not being half fed, and by having their clothing stripped from them, 
by order of one John Morgan. Not being satisfied with taking the 
overcoats and blankets from the well, they stooped to the meanness of 
stripping the blankets from the sick, even after their own entreaty had 
been accompanied by that of the officers of the One hundred and fourth. 

All of which I would most respectfully submit. 

JOHN WADLEIGH, 
Captain j Oommanding Company 1, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Garesoh^i, 

Chief of Staff j &c. 


No. 0. 

B^ort of Lieut Eobert Y. Simpson, One hundred and fourth Illinois 

Infantry. 

Just before sunrise, on the morning of December 7, the long-roll was 
beaten. Formed my company, and took my position in line of battle. 


But see revised statement, p. 45. 
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Kegiment, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Ilapeman, marched 
from color-line, and took position in the edge of some heavy timber. 
The One hundred and sixth Ohio on the left, One hundred and fourth 
in the center, and One hundred and eighth Ohio on the right. Artillery 
(two guns) supported by One hundred and sixth Ohio. Skirmishers 
tlirown out in proper order to feel for the enemy, who were engaged 
but a few minutes, when the engagement became general. Being at too 
great a distance to do any execution, we were ordered to lie down, the 
enemy still firing volley after volley, our artillery playing splendidly 
upon them. As soon as the enemy appeared, the officer commanding 
the artillery complained that the One hundred and sixth had fired one 
volley and run. The One hundred and fourth still kept firing, doing 
fine execution. After we had been engaged half an hour, one of my 
men shot down the enemy^s color-bearer. At this I observed the enemy 
fall back in good order. About this time, or rather while t his was taking 
place, the word came along our line that the One hundred and eighth 
had retreated on the run and surrendered. The enemy then closed in 
upon our front and flanks, and poured in upon us an unceasing shower 
of bullets.’ The artillery was ordered to the rear, and, when out of the 
Avay, the One Hundred and fourth was ordered to fall back, which it 
did, with some confusion. We returned to the bank of the Cumberland 
Eiver. We again rallied to the support of the artillery, but it was in 
vain 5 we were alone, and the enemy was upon us in numbers not less, 

» I think, than three to one. Our men stood up bravely under the gall- 
ing fire, and fought like veterans instead of raw volunteers. We have 
been in the service but little over three months, and most of that time 
we have been on the march. 

To save the lives, which would have been a vain sacrifice, Colonel 
Moore, commanding the Thirty-ninth Brigade, surrendered the One hun- 
dred and fourth and the artillery, the remainder having surrendered 
themselves. The action lasted one hour and twenty-five minutes. 

Of our lieutenant-colonel and major I think they deserve the highest 
praise ; they were at all times doing their utmost to encourage the men. 
Of Colonel 'Moore, I think his bravery cannot be questioned, and I am 
proud of being an officer in the One hundred and fourth Illinois Infantry. 

I heard the rebel General Morgan say that he had never fought any 
Federal troops who stood so determinedly as did the One hundred and 
fourth 5 and I also heard him say that had the other regiments fought 
as we did, our re-enforcements would have arrived, and he should have 
had to retreat, and several of his officers said the same. Of the cavalry 
in our command, I can say nothing, as I did not see them during the 
engagement. 

KOBEET V. SIMPSOK, 

Mrst Lieut j Comdg. Go, <?, One hundred and fourth Illinois Infty, 


1 ^ 0 . 10 . 

Report of Lieut Col, Gmtanus Tafel^ One hundred and sixth Ohio In- 
fantry. 

ISTashville, Tenn., December 13, 1863. 
Sib : I respectfully submit the following report of the part taken 
by my regiment in the battle of Hartsville, on Sunday, December 7, 
instant : 

The first intimation we had of any threatened attack was by some one 
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crying oat at the top of his voice, at about 0.30 a. lu., 1^'all in ; tlR\\ 
are coming.” Some few shots followed the warning. 1 immediately 
formed my regiment, then consisting of six companies (one company 
being off on special duty to Gallatin and one more on picket and bri- 
gade guard-duty, in the opposite direction to the place of attack). The 
regiment fell in promptly, and formed in line to the left of the One 
hundred and fourth Illinois Eegiment, as indicated by Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Gholson. We then saw the enemy^s cavalry formed in line of battle 
on top of a hill, in the direction of the Gallatin road, separated by a 
wide gulf from our position. It occurred to me that a bald hill, com- 
manding both positions, which ran out on our right, ought to be taken 
possession of, and. suggested such a movement to Colonel Moore, com- 
manding Thirty-ninth Brigade. He concurred, and ordered me to move 
in that direction. When I had marched my command past the One 
hundred and fourth Illinois, I noticed that a portion of the One hundred 
and eighth Eegiment had then occupied the position in question. On 
reporting this, I was ordered by Colonel Moore to stay where I was, 
thus forming, with the One hundred and eighth Eegiment, the right ol‘ 
our line of battle. We were not quite done taking this position when 
our right wing was attacked with impetuosity by the enemy^s infantry, 
which, meantime, had deployed in our front. This attack was preccdecl 
by the firing of their artillery, which, on account of its bad aim, ])n>- 
duced no effect whatever. The men behaved very well, and our lim'. 
advanced somewhat from our original position, as the nature of the 
ground directed. One gun of the Thirteenth Indiana Battery now arrived 
on the ground, and was posted right in the center, on the left of my 
command. Colonel Moore then ordered the whole line to fall back to 
the rear of the gun, and he experienced some difficulty in making nr^" 
left conform to such order. 

Meanwhile I noticed a falling back on my right, which i found was 
occasioned by a part of the One hundred and eighth Eegiment, in order 
to meet a flank movement by the enemy^s dismounted cavalry, which 
advanced on us through the wood. Thus the fight stood for some time, 
until our piece of artillery, after achieving fine results, and blowing up 
one of the enemy’s caissons, was forced to retire, on account of its lowss 
of men and horses, caused by its exposed position. The cannon was 
withdrawn to the top of a rocky hill in rear of the camps of all th<^. 
regiments from where the other piece was playing across the river. 
Simultaneously Colonel Moore ordered the men to fall back upon said 
hill. The flanking movements of the enemy, however, necessitated me 
to move the greater part of my men along the edge of the wood on 
the right, where the enemy had long tried to effect an opening. 

The train of the One hundred and eighth Eegiment afforded me a 
fine opportunity to check the enemy’s advance on our right flank, and 
there they were punished severely. When, however, the camps of the 
One hundred and fourth and One hundred and eighth Eegiments had 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, my position became untenable, ami 
I fell back with the men upon the ridge occupied by brigade head- 
quarters. At that time Colonel Moore had already surrendered the 
battery and that part of the brigade which had rallied on the hill back 
of the camps. 

At this juncture men came riding up, wearing United States uniforms, 
waving their hats and telling us to surrender like the rest ; but I cried 
out to the men hot to listen, and that General Dumont was near with 
re enforcements. The men accordingly made another stand, Imt were 
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(luickly surrouuded by the theu otherwise w^holly disengaged aggTegate 
force of the enemy. A. part only made their escape across the road, 
and saved the regimental colors by tearing them off the staff and hid- 
ing them on their persons. 

With one solitary exception, all the officers performed their duty 
unflinchingly 5 and the men also, with very few exceptions, fought like 
veterans. Out of a force of about 250 men, I had 22 killed, 42 wounded, 
and 10 missing.* 

The Second (rebel) Kentucky Infantry, with which we had to con- 
tend, according to their account, shows a loss of 75 killed and wounded. 

The above is a true and correct statement of the fight from its begin- 
ning, and, as in t^jiis connection I cannot help noticing the scandalous 
and entirely unfounded reports which got into the papers, I would re- 
spectfully ask you to cause a strict investigation of the facts to be made. 

GUSTAVUS TAFEL, 

Lieut, Col,, Gomdg. One Imndred and sixth Ohio Vol, Inftij, 

Colonel Garesche, 

A, A, G,^and Chief of Staff of Maj, Oen,BoseeranSj 

Commanding Army of the Cumherland. 


Ko. 11. 

Report of Gapt, Carlo Pieplio^ One hundred and eighth Ohio Infantry, 

OiQNERAL : Allow me to state to you the part which the One hundred 
and eighth Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry took in the battle at 
Ilartsville, Tenn., on December 7, 1862. 

The One hundred and eighth, which formed a part of the Thirty-ninth 
Brigade, was encamped on the west side of the brigade, forming the right 
flank of the battle-line. Tbe camp of the brigade, which was situated 
on a x'ocky hill, about 1 mile from Hartsville, rested, to its left, on a very 
steep and rocky bank of the Cumberland, close to a ford, which ford 
was protected by two pieces of artillery 5 in front of the camp, a dense 
grove of beech wood ; on the right, the turnpike leading from Harts- 
ville to Lebanon. Another ford in the Cumberland, between the camp 
and town, was left without protection. The outposts were thrown out 
about a half mile from camp, and formed a line from the bank of the 
Cumberland about one-half mile above cam^ to another point of the river 
bank, about one-half mile below. There were no outposts or vedettes 
posted on the opposite side of the river, where several roads connected 
at the above-mentioned ford, between camp and town. The road lead- 
ing from Hartsville to Gallatin was also left without protection. 

Soon after reveille, on Sunday morning, December 7, a negro serv- 
ant of one of the officers of the One hundred and eighth ran into camp, 
shouting at the top of his voice, “ The rebels are coming.^^ I ordered 
the long-roll to beat, formed my battalion in line, and went out in front 
with Companies A and B, which two companies I threw out as skirmish- 
ers. 1 found the enemy thrown up in line of battle on the summit of a 
low hill, ready to rush on us, in shooting range of our camp. The rest 
of the battalion (five companies) I left under command of Adjutant 


But see revised statement, p. 45. 
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Huhn, of the One hundred and eighth, and sent word to him lo follow 
me as reserve, and take position on a place to the left of our regimental 
camp, but by mistake the order was not communicated verbally, so he 
took position on the extreme right, and soon was in close contact with 
the rebels. The position be took was good, but I could not thereby 
accomplish my intention of charging the enemy at the point of the baj*- 
onet. By this time the two other regiments of infantry (One hundred 
and sixth Ohio and One hundred and fourth Illinois) formed in line, and 
the action began to become very lively. The enemy opened his bat- 
teries, throwing a great mass of shells and canister. Our artillery took 
position on the left of our line, and opened on the enemy. Soon the line 
of skirmishers, which protected our left, fell back behind the artillery, 
by which movement the artillery was exposed and soon disabled. My 
battalion held its position firmly for about one honi’, wlicn the coni- 
mander of the brigade waved a white handkerchief and surrendered. 
Our left wing broke, and I came pretty near being outtlanked. 1 now 
changed front toward our right, from which direction the enemy came 
rushing in on the Hartsville road. Under a lieavy fire, the eneiny de- 
manded my surrender, which I denied; but soon I was compelled to 1 all 
back to a small creek, on the right of the Hartsville road, where 1 mad(^. 
another stand. By this time the enemy had full i)OwSsession of onr 
camps. Colonel Moore having surrendered before I knew anything 
about it. The position I held on the creek above mentioned 1 soon 
found totally surrounded by the enemy. Here 1 was demanded the 
second time to surrender, and, seeing that I could not accomplisli any- 
thing with the small force which was left to me, f finally consented to 
the demand. 

^ My command numbered, besides myself and my adjutant, f captains, 
7 lieutenants, and 400 enlisted men. (The rest of the olliccrs were dis- 
abled by sickness to take part in the action.) They all showed a bravery 
and gallantry unexpected for new troops. The arms whicdi were used 
by my command were the Austrian rifle, an arm totally wort bless, and 
condemned on different occasions, the locks of said gun's having springs 
of so weak construction that many of the men had to snap the cock 
three or more times before the pieue would discharge. Tln^ men also 
were provided with ammunition a good deal too large for the ])ieces ; 
the caliber of the guns .58, and that of the ammunition .54. Notwith- 
standing these calamities, the men stood like veterans, and most of 
them fired 20 to 25 rounds. Oui* loss was (>6 killed, wounded and 
missing.* 

Your most obedient servant, 

^ CARLO PIBPHO, 

Copt, Oomdg. One hundred and eighth Regt. Ohio VolJnffg. 
General Roseorans. 


No. 12. 

Report of Oapt Joseph Oood^ One hundred and eighth Ohio Infu 7 itrg* 

The battle commenced at 6.30 a. m. The first notice I had of the 
enemy approaching I heard, Company, fall in.^^ I ran to my company 
parade-ground; ordered my men to f all in ; formed my company i*u 

^ But see revised statement, p. 45. • , 



CUAV. XXXll.l 


ACTION AT HAETSVILLE, TENN. 


61 


about two minutes ready for action; received orders from Captain 
Piepbo, commanding the One hundred and eighth Eegiment, to march 
my company at double-quick to the right, and join Company A. I ar- 
rived, deployed on the right, and formed the reserve with part of my 
coini)any. 1 noticed on my right, on the ridge, two companies of cavalry 
(the Second Indiana aiid Eleventh Kentucky). The enemy at this time 
had formed line of battle in the open stubble-field. We opened fire on 
them ; they repeated with musketry and cannon. At this time I noticed 
one section of our artillery firing about four or five shots. At the com- 
mencement of the firing, our cavalry on the ridge gave way and ran to 
cam]); that unmasked the right wing of our skirmish line, and we had 
to fall back about 100 yards, in order that they could not outflank us. 
At this instant I noticed one of the regiments fire one volley and re- 
treat in confusion. 1 could not say what regiment this was, but I think 
the One hundred and sixth Ohio. At this time the Second Indiana Cav- 
alry lh‘giment took post on the left of the main column, awaiting orders, 
wlicii the enemy brought their artillery to bear on our column in the 
<)p(m (iidd. The main column gave way at this time in confusion, and 
r(‘trt‘ated to the camp of the One hundred and fourth Illinois, when the 
r(d)(‘ls canu*) over the open field and fired very rapidly, when Col. A, B. 
Moore, commanding the Thirty-ninth Brigade, ordered the white flag to 
be raised, and suiTendered. I, at this time, was with our skirmishers, 
when 1 heard from one of the orderlies that the brigade bad surren- 
dered, with the artillery. 

We theif marched our men (about 150) to the right, about three-quar- 
ters of a mile, to the creek running through Hartsville; found it to be 
frozen over, with a thin skim of ice not strong enough to bear us cross- 
ing it. 1 wanted to countermarch down the stream about a quarter of 
a. mile to where a small bridge crossed, when the rebel cavalry came up 


and demanded our surrender. 

Among us were the major and two or three olficers of the One hun- 
di’(*d and sixth Kegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry; also Captain Piepho, 
('ommanding One hundred and eighth Begiment, and three lieutenants 
ot' the One hundred and eighth. When the major of the One hundred 
and sixth Begiinent stepped np an^} acknowledged the surrender, and 
marched his men to cam]), I fell to the rear of our men, and tried to 
escape, when 1 was halted by one of the cavalry, asking where I was 
going. I told him that I was going up to my men to surrender, pd I 
followed the man until I came within 5 or 6 paces of the men going to 
camp. 1 met three officers of the One hundred and eighth Kegiment 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, asking me if I did not want to make my escape. 
I told them to come on, and we started back about 20 paces, when we met 
Captain Piepho, who asked where we were going; we told him that we 
WHU'C going to try to make our escape, when he told us there was no use 
to try to mak(^ our escape, as the enemy was all around us. 

While we were standing there and talking over the matter, we were 
hailed bv some 20 cavalry. They demanded our revolvers and swords, 
and then marched us to camp. When near camp we got scatte^d 
among the horses of the rebels, when I "was asked by one ot we rebel 
officers whether we were prisoners (myself and Lieutenant Hebeb ot 
Company A). 1 told him that we were. He then told me that we had 
to go to the river and cross. 1 then asked it I could go up to camp and 
get my books, ^e. He told me that I could not; that he wanted us to 
cross immediately, as he feared the Yankees would come; so we started 
to go to th<‘ ri>w,‘ When 1 got near tbe riyer I stepped to the right about 
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5 paces, followed by Lieutenant Hebei. Then I told the lieutenant to 
stand still for a few minutes until 1 got away. Then I leaped off the 
bank in a by-road leading to the ford ; walked quick time down the river, 
when I met 1 cavalryman with 2 wounded rebels on a cart, with a ne- 
gro driving the cart. They seemed to be in dispute about something — 
the load, I think. I told them that they were on the wrong road to 
ford the river, and that they had to go to the upper road to ford the 
river, and I passed on about 10 or 15 paces, when I leaped down the 
bank, ran up the ravine, and got under the roots of a tree, followed by 
the lieutenant. Kemained there until our re-enforcements came up — 
the Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Harlan. Just at the time 
the rebels had the trains over the river he ordered the artillery up. The 
artillery was brought to bear on the rear of the rebels, they replying 
twice, and then left. A company of the Eleventh Kentucky Cavalry 
followed and recaptured 3 wagons, loaded with muskets. 

Our killed numbered about 80 ; wounded, about 120 * About 30 or 40 
of the rebels were killed, and about 100 wounded. 

Our men acted bravely, but the commander of the brigade not being 
competent to command, caused the defeat, I think. 

JOSEPH GOOD, 

Captain Company B, One hundred and eighth Eegt Ohio Vols. 


Ko. 13. 

Eeports of General Braxton Bragg^ 0. 8. Army^ commanding Army of 
Tennessee^ with instructions to Brigadier- General Morgan^ and con- 
gratulatory orders, 

MuRFREESBOEOuaH, Tenn., December 8, 1862. 

An expedition sent under Acting Brig. Gen. JohnH. Morgan attacked 
an outpost of the enemy at Hartsville, on the Cumberland, yesterday 
morning, killed and wounded 200, captured 1,800 prisoners, two pieces 
of artillery, and 2,000 small-arms, and all other stores at the position. 
On the previous day a small foraging train was captured by General 
Wheeler, near -Nashville, with 50 prisoners, and on the 5th Colonel [P. 
D.] Eoddey, Alabama cavalry, also captured a train near Corinth with 
its escorts aiid a number of negroes. Our loss at Hartsville was about 
125 killed and wounded ; none at either of the other places. 

BEAXTOK BEAGG, 
General^ Commanding. 

General S. Cooper. 


Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 
Murfreesborough^ Tenn,^ December 22, 1862. 

Sir: Having been informed by Acting Brig. Gen. John H. Morgan, 
whose cavalry brigade covered my front in the direction of Hartsville, 
Tenn., that the enemy’s force at that point was somewhat isolated, I 
yielded to his request and organized an expedition under him for their 
attack. 


But see revised statement, p. 4r>, 
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On the 5tli instant, Hanson’s brigade, of Breckinridge’s division, was 
moved forward on tbe road toward Hartsville, and halted at Baird’s 
Mills, a point nearly due east from !t5rashville, and half way to Harts- 
ville, where it was joined by Morgan’s cavalry force. Two regiments 
(the Second and Ninth Kentucky Infantry), with fEobert] Cobb’s (Ken- 
tucky) artillery, moved from this point with the cavalry at 10 p. m. on 
the 6th, to attack the enemy at Hartsville. Early on the morning of 
the same day, Hanson, with the remainder of his brigade, moved, as 
directed, on the road toward Nashvillefor the purpose of areconnaissance, 
and to cause a diversion. At the same time that the troops above 
named left their camps near here, Major-General [B. P.] Cheatham, with 
two brigades, moved out on the Nashville road, halted all night at La 
Yergne, 15 miles, and on the next day, in conjunction with General 
Wheeler’s cavalry, made a strong demonstration on the enemy’s front. 
These movements had the desired effect, and completely distracted the 
enemy’s attention from the real point of attack. Learning that a for- 
aging train of the enemy was on his right flank, Cheatham detached 
Wheeler, with a cavalry force, to attack it, which he did in his usual 
dashing and successful manner, capturing 11 wagons and 57 prisoners. 
Under cover of these feints, Morgan, by an extraordinary night march, 
reached the point of his destination about sunrise, and, in a short but 
warmly contested engagement, killed, wounded, and captured the entire 
command of more than 2,000 officers and men.* 

I inclose herewith the reports of General Morgan and the subordinate 
commanders, and take great pleasure in commending the fortitude, en- 
durance, and gallantry of all engaged in this remarkable expedition. It 
is a source of personal and official gratification to perceive that the De- 
partment has recognized the services of the gallant and meritorious 
soldier who led the expedition by confirming my previous nomination 
of him as a brigadier-general. Two sets of infantry colors and one ar- 
tillery guidon, taken at Hartsville, are also forwarded with this report. 
A third set of infantry colors was presented by its captors to the Presi- 
dent on his recent visit to this place. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEAXTON BEAGG, 

General^ Commanding, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Eichmond, Va, 


Headqxtaetees Abmy of Tennessee, 
MurfreesJ>oroug7h, Tenn,^ Becemher 1, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. John H. Moroan, 

Go 7 nmanding Cavalry at BairWs [Mills] : 

General : The general commanding directs me to say that, when re- 
lieved from your present duties, you will proceed with your whole com- 
mand, by the most practicable route and with the least delay, to operate 
on the enemy’s lines of communic^ations in rear of Nashville. You will 
assail his guards where your relative force will justify it ; capture and 
destroy his trains ; burn’'his bridges, depots, trestle-work, &c. In fine, 
harass him in every conceivable way in your power. When practicable, 

** But SCO inclosiire A to Bragg’s report of the battle of Stone’s River, p, 0/3, 
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send all i)risouers to the rear, so as to conceal your operations. When it 
is necessary, parole them, sending lists byfirstmail to these headquarters. 
You are authorized to increase your command to the extent of your cap- 
tured arms and horses, assigning the men to your old regiments. Do 
everything to prevent the enemy from foraging north of the Oumberlaud 
Kiver, and especially toward Clarksville. If practicable, communicate 
and co-operate with Brigadier-General [^. B.] Forrest. You are not lim- 
ited in the extent of your operations, every confidence being reposed in 
your zeal, discretion, and judgment. You will make weekly reports of 
your operations, sending with each a return of your command. It is re- 
ported that the enemy is obstructing the fords of the Cumberland. 

Brigadier-General [ J.] Wheeler has been ordered to relieve you as soon 
as Bngadier-General [J.] Pegram can be placed in position with a suffi- 
cient command. 

I am, general,* very respectfully, yours, 

GEOEGE WM. BEENT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Department No. 2, 

No. 155. ) Murfreeshoroughj Tenn.^ Deceniber 12, 1802. 

With pride and pleasure, mingled with gratitude to the Supreme source 
of all our victories, the general commanding has the satisfaction of an- 
nouncing to his troops the signal triumph of our arms at Hartsville, Teuu., 
on the 7th instant. This brilliant exploit was achieved by a portion of 
Morgan’s cavalry brigade, together with detachments from the Second 
and Ninth Kentucky Eegiments of Infantry, under Colonel Hunt, the 
whole under Brigadier-General Morgan. After a remarkable inarch of 
more than 40 miles, through snow and ice, they forded the Cumberland 
under cover of darkness, and at daylight precipitated themselves upon 
the enemy. Our success was complete. With a force of not more than 
1,200 men in action, we inflicted a loss upon the enemy of 500 killed and 
wounded, and captured 1,800 prisoners, with all their arms, muni- 
tions, and other stores. Our own loss was small compared with the 
result, not exceeding 125 in killed and wounded. The memory of the 
gallant men who fell to rise no more will be revered by their comrades, 
and forever honored by their country. To Brigadier-General Morgan 
and to Colonel Hunt the general tenders his thanks, and assures them 
of the admiration of his army. The intelligence, zeal, and gallantry 
displayed by them will serve as an example and an incentive to still 
more honorable deeds. To the other brave officers and men composing 
the expedition the general tenders his cordial thanks and congratula- 
tions. He is proud of them, and hails the success achieved by their 
valor as but the precursor of still greater victories. Each corps en- 
gaged in the action will in future bear upon its colors the name of the 
memorable field, t 
Bv command of General Bragg : 

GEO. G. GAENEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


“ Copy to General Wlieeler same day. 

t The U. S. colors of the One hundred and fo.urth Illinois were captured by Private 
William li. Carson, Second Kentucky (Confederate) Infantry, and the regimental, 
cojorsi by Corp. Augustus Rcynaud, Ninth Kentuchy (Confederate) Infantry. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. John H. Morgan, C. S. Army, commanding expeditmi. 

MOBGAN’S HjSADQtTABTBBS, 

Cross-Roads, near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., December 9, 1862. 

Sib : I hare the honor to lay before you, for the information of the 
general cbmmanding, a report of the expedition against the Federal 
force at Hartsville : ^ ^ ^ -x, 

I left these headquarters at 10 a. m. on the 6th instant, mth 1,400 
men of my own command, under the orders of Colonel Dube ; the Sec- 
ond and Ninth Kentucky Infantry, commanded by Colonel [T. H.] Hunt; 
Captain [Robert] Cobb’s battery of artillerj’-, two small howitzers, and 
two rifled Ellsworth guns belonging to my own command. At Lebanon 
I received information that no change had been made in the number of 
the Federals at Hartsville, their number being still about 900 infantry 
and 400 cavalry, with two pieces of artillery. I found afterward that 
their force had been considerably underrated. I proceeded with the 
infantry and artillery to Purler’s Ferry, on the Cumberland River, send- 
ing the cavalry, under the orders of Colonel Dube, to pass at a ford 
some 7 miles below the point where we were to rendezvous. I passed 
my troops with great difficulty, there being but one boat, and about 6.30 
on the morning of the 7th I arrived at Hager’s Shop, 2 miles from the 
Federal camp. I.found that Colonel Duke, with Ins cavalry, had only 
just marched up, having crossed the ford with difficulty, and that one 
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regiment of Ms command, 500 strong (Colonel [R. M.] Gano’s), had not 
yet reported. Major [E. G.] Stoner’s battalion had been left on the 
other side of the Cumberland, with the two mountain howitzers, to pre- 
vent the escape of the enemy by the Lebanon road, and Colonel [J. D.] 
Bennett’s [Ninth Tennessee Cavalry] regiment had been ordered to pro- 
ceed to Hartsville to picket the road! leading to Gallatin, and to attack 
any of the Federals they might find in that town, to take possession of 
the Castalian Springs, Lafayette, and Carthage roads, so as to prevent 
the escape of the enemy. This reduced my force considerably, but 1 
determined to attack, and that at once. There was no time to be lost ; 
day was breaking, and the enemy might expect strong re-enforcements 
from Castalian Springs should my arrival be known. Advancing, there- 
fore, with the cavalry, closely followed by the artillery and infantry, I 
approached the enemy’s position. The pickets were found and shot 
down. The Yankee bivouac fires appeared to cover a long line of ground, 
and gave me to suppose that their numbers were much greater than I 
anticipated. On nearing their camp the alarm was sounded, and I could 
distinctly see and hear the officers ordering their men to fall in, prepar- 
ing for resistance. Colonel Duke then dismounted Colonels^ Cluke’s 
and Chenault’s regiments (in all about 450 men), drawing them up in 
line in a large field in the front and a little to the right of the enemy’s 
line, which was then forming', and seeing that the artillery and infantry 
were in position, he ordered his men to advance at the double- [qjiick], 
and directed Colonel Chenault, who was on the left, to oblique, so as to 
march on the enemy’s flank. His men then pressed forward, driving 
the Federals for nearly half a mile, without a check, before them, until 
their right wing was forced back upon their own left wing and center. 
Colonel Duke then ordered a halt until the infantry had commenced 
their attack on the Federal left wing, which caused a retreat of the 
whole line. At this juncture Lieutenant-Colonel [ J. M.j Huffman and 
Major [Theophilus] Steele, of Gano’s regiment, came up with about 100, 
men of that regiment, who had succeeded in crossing the ford, and 
threw their small force into the flght. My dismounted cavalry, under 
Colonel Duke, had only been skirmishing previously to this for about 
twenty minutes; but seeing that Colonel Hunt, with the infantry, was 
pressing hard upon the Federal left, he ordered an advance upon the 
right wing and flank of their new line. It gave way and ceased firing, 
and soon after surrendered. 

Colonel Duke reports that his men fought with a courage and coolness 
which could not be surpassed. 

Colonels Cluke and Chenault led on their men with the most deter- 
mined bravery, encouraging them by voice and example. 

The timely arrival of Lieutenant-Colonel Huffman and Major Steele, 
and the gallant manner in which they threw themselves into the fight, 
had a very decided effect upon the battle at the point at which they 
entered. 

The artillery under Captain Cobb did most excellent service, and suf- 
fered severely from the enemy’s battery, which fired with great precision, 
blowing up one of his caissons and inflicting a severe loss on that arm. 

The infantry conducted themselves most gallantly, the Second Ken- 
tucky suffering most severely. 

Colonel Bennett’s regiment, as I said before, was not in the fight, hav- 
ing been sent on a special service, which was most efficiently performed, 
450 prisoners having been taken by them and 12 Federals killed. 

Thus, sir, in one hour and a half the troops under my command, con- 
sisting of 500 cavalry (Colonel Gano’s and Colonel Bennett’s regiments 
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and Major Stoner^s command not participating in the fight), 700 infantry, 
with a battery of artillery (in all about 1,300 strong), defeated and cap- 
tured three well-disci];)lined and well-formed regiments of infantry, with 
a regiment of cavalry, and took two rifled cannon — the whole encamped 
on their own ground and in a very strong position — taking about J,800 
prisoners, 1,800 stand of arms, a quantity of ammunition, clothing, quar- 
termaster’s stores, and 16 wagons. 

The battle was now won. The result exceeded my own expectation, 
but still I lelt that my position was a most perilous one, being within 
4 miles in a direct line, and only 8 by the main Gallatin road, of an 
enemy’s force of at least 8,000 men, consisting of infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery, who would naturally march to the aid of their comrades on 
hearing the report.of our guns. I, therefore, with the assistance of my 
staff, got together all the empty wagons left by the enemy, loaded them 
with arms, ammunition, and stores, and directed them immediately to 
Hart’s Ferry, There was no time to be lost. The pickets placed by my 
assistant adjutant-general on the Castalian Springs road sent to report 
the advance of a strong body of Federals, estimated at 5,000 men. I 
sent Colonel Oluke’s regiment to make a show of resistance, ordering 
Colonel Gano’s regiment, which had arrived, in support. In the mean 
time I pressed the passage of the ford to the utmost. This show of 
force caused a delay in the advance of the enemy, who had no idea of 
the number of my men, and probably ^eatly overrated my strength, 
and gave me time to pass the ford with infantry, artillery, and baggage- 
wagons, the horses of my cavalry being sent back from the other side 
of the Cumberland Eiver to carry ovbr the infantry regiments. 

It was time to retreat. The enemy attacked our rear, but was kept 
at bay by the two regiments before specified, aided by four guns I had 
previously ordered to be placed in position on the south side of the Cum- 
berland, looking forward to what was now taking place. The banks 
of the river on both sides are precipitous, and the stream breast-deep, 
but oiir retreat was effected in excellent order. We lost not a man, ex- 
cept 3, badly wounded, that I was reluctantly forced to leave behind. 
Cavalry, infantry, guard, guns, and baggage-train safely crossed, with the 
' exception of four wagons, which had been sent by another route, and which 
are still safely hidden in the woods, according to accounts received to- 
day. 

In justice to my brave command, I would respectfully bring to the 
notice of the general commanding the names of those officers who con- 
tributed, by their undaunted bravery and soldier-like conduct, to the bril • 
liant success which crowned the efforts of the Confederate arms : To 
Colonel Hunt, of the liTinth Kentucky, commanding the infantry, I am 
deeply indebted for his valuable assistance ; his conduct and that of 
his brave regiment was perfect ; their steadiness under fire remarkable. 
The Second Kentucky also behaved most gallantly and suffered se- 
verely 5 62 men killed and wounded, 3 regimental officers left dead on 
the field, sufficiently testified to their share in the fight and the resist- 
ance they had to encounter. Colonel Cluke’s regiment paid also a 
high price, for its devotion. It went into the field 230 strong; had 6 
officers, with 21 non-commissioned officers and privates, killed and 
wounded, besides 6 missing. Colonel Duke, commanding the cavalry, 
was, as he always has been, the right man in the right place.” Wise 
in counsel, gallant in the field, his services have ever been invaluable 
to me, I was informed by my adjutant-general that Colonel Bennett, in 
the execution of the special service confided to him, and in which he so 
entirely succeeded, gave proof of great personal gallantry and con- 
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tempt of danger. I owe mucli to my personal staff : Major [D. H.] Llew- 
ellyn, Capts. OLarlton H. Morgan, [Eufus K.] Williams, and Lieut. 
Eobert Tyler, acting as my aide-de-camp, gave proofs of great devo- 
tion, being everywhere in the hottest fire. 

Major Llewellyn received the sword of Col. Eobert E. Stewart and the 
surrender of his regiment. Captain Morgan^s and Captain Williams’ 
horses were killed under them, and Lieutenant Tyler was severely 
wounded. My orderly sergeant, Craven Peyton, received a shot in his 
hip and had his horse killed by my side. I must crave forgiveness if I 
add, with a soldier’s pride, that the conduct of my whole command de- 
served my highest gratitude and commendation. • 

Three Federal regimental standards and five cavalry guidons fluttered 
over my brave column on their return from this expedition. With such 
troops, victory is enchained to our banners, and the issue of a contest 
with our ‘EortheTR opponents, even when they are double our force, no 
longer doubtful! 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the highest respect, your most obe- 
dient- servant, 

JOHN H. MOEGAN, 

Brigadier ‘ General. 

Colonel [Geoeg-e William] Brent, 

Chief of Staff. 


No. 16. 

Report of Col. Roger W. Hanson^ Second Kentnchy Infantry^ command- 
ing First Brigade^ Breckinridge^s division. 

Headquarters Breckinridge’s Division, 

Becemher 11, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward a report from Col. E. W. Han- 
son, commanding First Brigade, of my division, covering the report of 
Col. Thomas H. Hunt, who commanded the Second and Ninth Kentucky 
Eegiments and Cobb’s battery in the recent expedition (under command 
ofBrigadier-General Morgan) against Harts ville ; and also the reports 
of Major [James W.j Hewitt and Captain [James T.] Morehead, com- 
manding, respectively, the Second and Ninth Kentucky, and of Captain 
[Eobert] Cobb, commanding the battery. 

I beg to call attention to the officers and men specially named for 
gallantry, and to suggest respectfully that the troops engaged in this 
expedition deserve mention in orders for conduct which in fortitude and 
daring has not been surpassed during the war. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN C. BEECKINEIDGE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 

Maj. Thomas M. Jack, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Inclosaxe.l 

HeADQUABXEES riRSX Beig-abe, 

Camp near Murfreeshorough, Tern., December 11, 1862. 

In pursuance of the order of General Bragg, I proceeded with my 
command on the 5th instant to Baird’s Mills, and remained two days, 
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taaiking, as directedj reconnaissance toward Nashville. General Morgan 
designated, the Second and Ninth Kentucky and Cobb’s battery as the 
troops he desired to accompany him upon the Hartsville expedition. 
They were detached under the command of Colonel Hunt. I inclose 
herewith his report of the battle of Hartsville and the reports of his 
suboixlinate officers. I wish to call attention to the honorable mention 
that is made in Major [James W.] Hewitt’s and Colonel Hunt’s report of 
'the gallant conduct of Sergeant Oldham, of the Second Kentucky Eeg- 
iment, with the hope that the proper steps may be taken to procure 
for him the proper reward for his conduct. Sergeant Oldham was the 
color-bearer of the Second Kentucky Eegiment at the battle of Bonel- 
son, and acted with great gallantry upon that occasion. He is a suit- 
able man for a lieutenancy, being well qualified as well as truly brave. 

E. W. HANSON, 
Golonely Gommanding Brigade. 

Colonel [J. A.] Buckneu, 

Assistant Adj utani- General. 


No. 17. • 

Report of GoL Thomas H. Hun% TTinth Kentucky Infantry^ commanding 
detachment First Brigade. 

Camp near MuRPREESBOROuaH, Tenn., 

December 9, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that the detachment from the 
First Brigade, Breckinridge’s division, consisting of the Second Ken- 
tucky Eegiment, Maj. James W. Hewitt commanding, 375 strong ; Ninth 
Kentucky, Capt. James T. Morehead commanding, 320 strong, and Cobb’s 
battery, placed under my command as senior officer, with orders to re- 
port to General Morgan, left Baird’s Mills, where the brigade was in 
bivouac, on Saturday, the 6th instant, about 1.30 p. m. Marching in the 
rear of the cavalry force until we arrived in the vicinity of Lebanon, an 
exchange was made, when the infantry mounted the horses and rode 
5 or 6 miles. The command reached Cumberland Eiver about 10 
o’clock; the infantry, artillerj’, and a small portion of cavalry [crossed] 

at Ferry, the balance of the cavalry crossing at a ford a few miles 

lower down the river. The two boats used for crossing were of small 
capacity, and in miserable condition, but, by constant bailing, they were 
kept afloat, and by 5 o’clock in the morning the command was safely 
over. The march of 5 miles to Hartsville, where the battle was 
fought, yet to make over bad roads for artillery, was not accomplished 
until after sunrise, and the purpose of General Morgan to surprise the 
enemy was defeated. When we approached in sight of their camp, we 
found their inffintry already formed, occupying a very strong position 
on the crest of a hill, with a deep ravine in front and their artillery in 
battery. The troops of my command were placed in position west of 
the enemy’s camp while under a heavy fire from their battery and sharp- 
shooters thrown out from their right, but these latter were quickly 
driven in by the dismounted cavalry. The Second Eegiment, having 
be^n formed on the left of the Ninth, was now ordered forward to sup- 
port and follow up the success gained by the cavalry skirmishers. That 
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they had hot work to accomplish is shown by their heavy loss in killed 
and wounded. 

Ill the mean time Captain Cobb with his battery was not Ixile. He 
was doing good execution, and the enemy responded with effect, one of 
their shells striking and blowing np a caisson. As the ground was 
cleared of the enemy opposite our left, he (Captain Cobb) was ordered 
to take a new position with his battery in that direction, and at the same 
time the Ninth Kentucky Eogiment was ordered forward to engage the. 
enemy’s left. My whole command was now engaged. The crest of the 
hill was reached, and here commenced a desperate struggle, as the con- 
testants were only from 30 to 50 paces apart, where they fought for the 
space of ten minutes, when the order to charge was given, and most 
nobly was the command responded to. The enemy broke and were 
driven to the river cliff*, where they were completely surrounded by my 
force in front and the dismounted cavalry on their flank and rear, and 
where they surrendered at discretion. It was a continued success from 
the commencement of the engagement. In about an hour and a quarter 
from the time the first gun was fired they surrendered, and more pris- 
oners were brought off than we had men in the action. Large quantities 
of commissary and quartermaster’s stores were also secured, a section 
of artillery, and a large number of small-arms, with the usual supply 
of ammunition. General Morgan had made most skillful dispositions, 
which, with the good fighting qualities of the troops engaged, secured 
success. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of praise of the troops, and I scarcely 
know which most to admire, their patient enduiance on the march or 
courage in battle. They marched 50 miles in cold winter weather, the 
ground covered with snow ; crossed and recrossed the Cumberland River ; 
fought a largely superior force strongly posted within 6 miles of their sup- 
ports, and brought off* the prisoners, all within the space of thirty hours. 
Captain Cobb with his officers and men had a most laborious time in 
getting their pieces and horses across the river, and it was only by the 
best-directed executions they succeeded at all. 

Where officers and men all behaved so well, it is impossible for me to 
single out individual cases as peculiarly worthy of commendation. I 
cannot, however, refrain from mentioning Lieut. Joseph Benedict [Com- 
pany B, Ninth Kentucky Infantry], who acted as my aide on the oc- 
casion. He was the right man in the right place. 

I inclose herewith copies of the reports of Major Hewitt, Captains 
Morehead and Cobb, and would bring to your attention the fact that 
the former commends Color-Sergt. John Oldham for his gallant bearing. 

The following is a summary of the loss sustained by my command : 


Command. 
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18 

71 
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Included in the above are: Of the Second Kentucky Regiment — 
Charles H. Thomas, first lieutenant, and John W. Rogers, second lieu- 
tenant, Company C, killed; T. M.^HorTie, first lieutenant, Company A, 
mortally wounded; Second Lieut A. J. Pryor, Com’pany D, and Lieu- 
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tenant [E. B.] Harding, Company K, wounded. Of the NTinth Ken- 
tucky — Second Lieut. Dandridge S. Crockett [Company K], killed, and 
First Lieut. J. W. Cleavland [Company I], wounded. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. H. HUNT, 
Colonel^ Commanding Detachment. 

Capt. John S. Hope, 

• Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 18. 

Report of Maj. James W. Rewitt^ Second Kentucky Infantry. 

Camp MuEPBEESBOEOuaH, Tenn., 

December 9, 1862, 

Sie: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance of your orders, I 
formed my regiment on the left of the Ninth Kentucky, opposite the ene- 
my’s camp near Hartsville, a portion of General Morgan’s cavalry being 
at the same time on my left. When the order came for me to advance, 
I ordered my regiment forward, and, after passing the fence, the nature 
of the ground was such that I deemed it advisable to deploy my regi- 
ment, and therefore gave the order to deploy. In this way we drove the 
enemy from their first camp, and continued to drive them until they 
surrendered. 

The officers, without an exception, behaved in the most gallant style. 
They were continually in advance of their men, urging them forward, 
and where all behaved so well it would be impossible to particularize. 
Each seemed to vie with the other in deeds of gallantry. The whole 
command, I am pleased to say, behaved in a most unexceptionable 
manner. 

I cannot conclude my report without referring to Color-Sergt. John 
Oldham, whose conduct and carriage during the whole engagement elic- 
ited the encomiums of both officers and men. 

Appended is a list of killed, wounded, and missing^ all of which I re- 
spectfully submit: 


Killed 8 

Wounded 5-^ 

Missing 

Total 65 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES W. HEWITT, 
Major^ Commanding Second Kentucky Regiment. 
Col. Thomas H. Hunt. 


No. 19. 

Report of Capt. James T. Morehead, Ninth Kentucky Infantry. 

Camp nbae Mheeeeesboeoug-h, Tenn., 

December 10, 1862. 

Sie : At 12 o’clock on Saturday, the 6th instant, I, as senior captain, 
was placed, by your orders, in command of the Ninth Kentucky Eegi- 
ment, which had the day before moved to Baird’s MiUs, 18 miles from 
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Morfreesborough, and was at that time about to march against' the en- 
emy, reported to be at Hartsville, Tenn. The weather was excessively 
cold, the snow having fallen the day before to some depth, and the road 
was very rough. Notwithstanding, the men marched steadily during 
the day and all night, and reached the immediate neighborhood of the 
enemy^s camp near Hartsville at sunrise. The enemy occupied a strong 
position in front of his encampment, his line of battle stretching along 
the crest of a hill, which was separated from our forces by an interven- 
ing hollow or ravine. Our line of battle was formed, with Oobb’s bat- 
tery on the right, supported by the Ninth Kentucky Eegiment directly 
in its rear. On our immediate left was the Second Kentucky Eegiment, 
•and still farther to the left a portion of two regiments of dismounted 
cavalry, under Colonel Duke. The enemy occupied with his sharp- 
shooters the woods and ravine in front of the left wing of our line, and 
opened a brisk fire on us. Against them the dismounted cavalry de- 
ployed as skirmishers, and soon succeeded in dislodging and driving 
them back upon the main body of the enemy. The Second Kentucky 
Eegiment was ordered forward, and the Ninth Kentucky left in support 
of the battery. In a few minutes after, I was ordered to advance, and 
moved the regiment in double-quick in the direction of the main body 
of the enemy, going over in our route very rough ground and through 
a deep ravine. Ascending the hill, the regiment advanced to the right 
of the Second Kentucky, halted, and immediately became engaged, at 
less than 60 paces, with the enemy. After fighting for a short time, I 
ordered a charge, which was made with such gallantry by the regiment 
that the left wing of the enemy^s line gave way and commenced retreat- 
ing in confusion. Pressed closely by the Ninth Kentucky, they passed 
through their camps, and took refuge under the brow of a hill on the 
bank of the river and in rear of their artillery. The regiment continued 
to move rapidly on, and captured the two pieces of artillery and a stand 
of colors, charged the line of the enemy, and drove them to the brink of 
the river, compelling their immediate surrender. Here we captured 
Colonel Moore, commanding brigade, who, in reply to a question from 
Captain [N. A.] Crouch [Company B], answered that he surrendered 
himself and all the men around him, meaning the whole force. 

The battle was now fairly won. The firing had ceased, save a few 
scattering shots here and there. I immediately formed the regiment 
again in line of battle, had order- restored, stragglers collected, and the 
men kept in their places. 

I sent details from all the companies to look after the dead and 
wounded, and detailed Company H, Captain [Chris.] Bosche, to guard 
the One hundred and sixth Ohio Eegiment, captured by us. The pris- 
oners being ^collected, I was ordered to detail Companies A and C to 
guard them, and afterward Company G. The regiment recrossed the 
river, and began its inarch toward Lebanon, Tenn. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the officers and men for their 
spirit and patient endurance under a march of almost unexampled 
hardship and rapidity, and for their gallantry and good conduct in 
action. 

The regiment had in battle an aggregate of 320 men. The casualties 
were as follows, viz : * 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAS. T. MOEEHEAD, 
Captain, Commanding Ninth Kentucky Regiment. 

Col. Thomas H. Hunt, Commanding Infantry. 


See p. 65, 
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PEOEMBEE 9, 1862. — Skirmish at Dobbins’ Ferry, near la Vergne, Tenn. 

REJDPORTS. 

No. 1. — Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, U. S. Army. 

No. 2.— Surg. M. 0. Woodworth, Fifty-first Ohio Infantry. 


1 ^ 0 . 1 . 

Report of Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, U. S. Army, 

Headquarters. Left Wing, 

December 9, 1862, 

Colonel : I am this moment in receipt of a note from your headquar- 
ters, asking me if General Stanley has come in yet. I presume this 
must refer to the foraging expedition of Col. Stanley Matthews. As 
soon as I arrived at camp I sent an order to General Yan Cleve to re- 
turn to me a full report ,* but it has not yet been sent. As soon as it 
comes in it shall be forwarded. Eight wagons from my headquarters 
accompanied the party. They have all returned, well fi.lled, but report 
that Colonel Matthews had a sharp skirmish, having quite a number 
killed and wounded, but that the wagons were filled and none lost. 
Since your orderly arrived, the inclosed note from Colonel Grose has 
been received through General Smith.* I declined to permit him to at- 
tack, for fear it might interfere with the proposed reconnaissances. 
Should you think differently, advise me, and 1 will yet direct the attack 
to be made. 

A prisoner, taken by some of our troops and brought to me, reports 
that the attack was made by sis regiments of cavalry, under Wheeler, 
who fought principally as infantry, being armed with Enfield rifles and 
navy revolvers 5 that the regiments are, however, greatly reduced, and 
do not number, all together, over about 1,500 men, and that this is the 
only force about La Yergne ; also that Bragg left last week for Rich-' 
moiid ; that Johnston is in command, and is camped some 4 miles this 
side of Murfreesborough ; that his force numbers about 35,000 men. 1 
will send him to you in the morning. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. L. ORITTENDEIi^, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Col. J. P. GareschiS, Chief of Staff. 

p. s. — Since writing the foregoing, Colonel Matthews’ report has come 
in, which is herein inclosed.* 


IsTo. 2. 

Report of Surg. M. G. Woodworth, Fifty-first Ohio Infantry- 

Headquarters GCwenty-third Brigade, 

Deeembm' 12, 1862. 

Captain : Pursuant to orders just received, I have the honor to re- 
port the result of my journey within the enemy’s lines, under a flag of 
truce, to recover our wounded in the skirmish of the 9th. I left our 
outpost, accompanied by Drs. Russell and Mills, with an orderly and 
three ambulances, about 10 a. m., on the road passing from the Murfrees- 
borough and to the Chicken pike, about 1 mile beyond the insane asylum. 


*Not found. 
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I passed about 5 miles on the Chicken pike, in the direction of Stone’s 
Eiver, to a house where we had left one of the enemy’s wounded — ^he 
being too severely wounded to move — which we left on the evening after 
the engagement. I found that a flag of truce had just removed his 
body to the enemy’s lines. I left the Chicken pike just this side of the 
burned bridge crossing Stone’s E.iver, leaving the road to my left, and 
passed on about miles, to a house where I had left 6 of our men, who 
were wounded when the enemy made their last attack on the rear of 
our train. I found that the enemy had buried one of our dead left upon 
the field, also one of our wounded, Avho had died from a wound of the 
abdomen. I sent the remaining five in two ambulances back to our 
lines. I then took “the remaining ambulance and passed on about 1 
mile in the direction of La Vergne, where I came to the enemy’s out- 
posts. I here waited one-half hour for the arrival of a proper officer 
to receive the flag, when Lieut. Col. William S. Hawkins, of General 
Wheeler’s staff, came and escorted me to the house of Dr. Charlton, 
where I found one of our wounded, also one of the enemy’s wounded, 
fatally. 

They spoke of it as a battle rather than a skirmish, and admitted a 
loss of 8 killed upon the field. The picket at the outpost said they had 
carried away a large number of wounded, but would not state how many. 
I took our wounded man in the ambulance, and left their lines to return 
about 4 p. m. Colonel Hawkins assured me they had but one of our 
men prisoner, a lieutenant of the Eighth Kentucky Volunteers, who was 
slightly wounded in the back, and that he had been well cared for by 
their surgeons, and would soon be sent to our lines. The wounded on the 
field were all from the Eighth Kentucky Volunteers, and had all been 
paroled the day previous. Colonel Hawkins accompanied me about 2 
miles from their lines on my return. I saw no force of the enemy this 
side of their outposts. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. C. WOODWOETH, 

Surgeon Ohio Vols,^ Acting Medical Director 23d Brigade. 

Capt. E. A. Otis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Fifth Division. 


DEOEMBEE 9, 1862. — Eeconnaissance toward Pranklin, and skirmish near 

Brentwood, Tenn. 

RmT>OE.a:s- 

No. 1. — Col. John A. Martin, Eighth Kansas Infixnfry. 

No. 2. — Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. S, Army, commanding Cavalry Brigade. 

No. 1. 

Report of Col. John A. Martin^ FigJith Kansas Infantry. 

' Camp neab Kashville, Decemler 9, 1862. 
Sir : I have the honor tp report that, in obedience to orders from head- 
quarters MnthDivision, lordered the Twenty-fifth Eegiment Illinois Vol- 
unteers, Lieutenant-Colonel McClelland, and the Eighth Kansas Battal 
ion. Captain Block, to proceed on a reconnaissance to the front, in the 
direction of Franklin, at 2 p. m. to-day. The regiments left at the hour, 
and I rode with them as far as the outside pickets, which had a short time 
before been fired into by a small body of the enemy. Here I received an 
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order from headquarters to send out another regiment and a section of 
artillery, and, in obedience, I immediately ordered theEighty-first Indiana 
Regiment, Major W oodbury, and two pieces of Captain Carpenter’s Eighth 
Wisconsin Battery to join the reconnaissance, and then went forward to 
join the force in advance. Colonel McClelland had already deployed 
four companies of the Twenty-fifth and Eighth as skirmishers on each 
side of the road, and these had engaged in a brisk running fight with 
the enemy, also thrown out as skirmishers. The latter fell back rap- 
idly, some of them abandoning their guns and clothing in their hasty 
flight. I directed the battery to move up the road behind the infantry. 
Captain Pease, of General Davis’ staff, had meantime joined the com- 
mand, and was doing valuable service in reconnoitering to the right and 
front. 

The whole command then moved forward, the skirmishers keeping 
up an occasional firing, until we were about 5 miles beyond Brentwood, 
when a considerable body of the enemy’s cavalry was seen in the road 
about a mile ahead, I had the battery placed in position, and fired 
several rounds at them. The enemy disappeared in great haste at the 
first shot. We remained at this point until just before sundown, when, 
in accordance with our orders, we returned. 

From the best information to be obtained along the road, the enemy’s 
force is all cavalry, and numbers 250 or 300 men. We drove them from 
their camp, finding their camp-fires yet’burning brightly when we came 
up. One private of the Twenty-fifth Illinois is reported slightly wounded. 
What loss the enemy sustained I was unable to ascertain, although 
several are supposed to have been wounded. 

I am, very repectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JNO. A. MARTIK, 

Colonel Uighth Kansas Volunteers, Commanding* 

Lieut. T. W. Morrison, 

Acting Assistant Adgutant-General^ Ninth Division* 


Ko. 2. 

Report of Brig, Gen* John A. Wharton, C. 8* Army^ commanding Cavalry 

Brigade. 

Headquarters Second Cavalry Brigade; 

Nfolensville^ Tenn.^ December 10, 1862 — 6 p. m. 
General : I moved a forced reconnaissance yesterday, with a regi- 
ment of cavalry and one piece of artillery, bn the Owen and Wilson, 
or Liberty pike. Found the enemy’s camp near the junction of that 
pike with the NTolensville pike. Threw solid shot into their camp and 
aroused them sufficiently to induce re-enforcements to be sent to their 
aid. They showed no disposition to follow. The field officers and cap- 
tains of Howard’s regiment desire it to remain with me, and I am anxious 
for it to do so. . I have never seen Colonel [James R.] Howard; the taking 
of it now would prevent me from picketing properly. Let me know if 
there is any probability of that regiment, or any other I have, being 
taken at any time, as I wish to know, on account of distributing cloth- 
ing and drawing pay. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. A. WHARTON, 

Brigadier^ General^ Commanding Cavalry Brigade* 
Brig. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, Chief of Cavalry. 
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BECEMBEE 11-12, 1862. — Eeconnaissance from Nashville to Eranklin, 
Tenn., and skirmishes on the Wilson Creek pike (11th) and at Franklin 
( 12 th). 

REX^OJKTS. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gen. David S. Stanley, U. S. Army, commanding cavalry. 

No. 2. — Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding brigade. 

No. 3.-~Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry brigade. 


NTo. 1 . 

Report of Brig, Gen. David 8. Stanley^ If. 8. Army, commanding cavalry. 

Hdqes. Oav., 14th a. 0., Army of the Cumberland, 

Rear Nashville, December 13, 18C2. 

Colonel : I have the honor to submit an account of a scout I made 
from this place on Thursday. I started at daylight, moved down the 
Franklin pike to Brentwood. At that point I took the Wilson pike, with 
the design of striking the road from Franklin to Murfreesborough, ex- 
pecting to destroy the supply trains I had learned were moving on that 
road. We had not, however, passed Brentwood but 2 miles when our 
advance guard engaged the enemy’s pickets, and soon encountered a 
full regiment. The enemy fled south, andy at a point on the pike due west 
from Triune, turned off toward that place. I designed to pass on after 
driving the enemy 2 miles from the road, but they grew bold, and dis- 
mounted to fight our men on foot. Upon my endeavoring to close in on 
them, they again fled. This delay caused me to change my plan, and I 
took the old Liberty road to Franklin. Night came on when we had 
reached the Widow Waters’ plantation, and I bivouacked at 9 o’clock. 
One of the enemy’s pickets fired upon mine, wounding, probably mor- 
tally, a private m Captain Julian’s company, First Middle Tennessee 
Cavalry, At midnight they again fired upon ray pickets. 

Leaving at4 o’clock next morning, I reached Franklin a little after day- 
break. The enemy’s pickets were met miles east of the place. Upon 
getting up to the town, I found the enemy in considerable force on the bank 
of the Harpeth, and in the mill and houses. The Fourth Michigan, Colo- 
nel Minty, and the Seventh Pennsylvania, Major Wynkoop, were dis- 
mounted, and were soon sharply engaged with the enemy. The latter 
soon fled, and before I could get Colonel McCook’s brigade behind them. 
We killed 4 of the enemy, including 1 ofiGicer; wounded some 8 or 9, 
and took 11 prisoners. I intended to burn the mill, which has been 
turning out 100 barrels of flour daily for the rebel army, but I found that 
to do so would destroy part of the town 5 1 had the machinery and burrs 
of the mill entirely destroyed. My loss is 1 man mortally wounded and 
4 horses killed. I captured 10 horses,' 4 wagons loaded with flour, and 
destroyed one wagon-load of brandy and Tvhisky on its way to the rebel 
army. I am happy to be able to report that my men behaved well. The 
officers and men of the Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, who did the fight- 
ing principally, are brave and good troops. Eeports from division and 
brigade commanders will be sent in. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

D. S. STANLEY, 

Brigadier -General, Commanding Cavalry. 


Colonel GareschiS. 
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1 ^ 0 . 2 . 

Report of Col. Edward M, McGooTc^ Second Indiana Cavalry ^ commanding 

brigade, 

Headquaetees Fiest Oavaeet Beigade, 

Gamp Rosecrans^ December 13, 1862. 

SiE : I have the honor to report that, iu pursuance to orders, I moved 
with my command, consisting of the Third Kentucky, Seventh Penn- 
sylvania, and Fourth Michigan Cavalry, at daylight on the morning of 
the 11th instant, taking the advance of the division and moving on the 
Wilson Creek pike. My advance guard, consisting of two companies of 
the Seventh Pennsylvania, found the enemy’s pickets about 6 or 7 miles 
south of Brentwood, and drove them back on to a squad of about 50 of 
the enemy’s cavalry. After some skirmishing, the enemy ran off over 
the hill. Lieut. Frederick H. Geety, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
was wounded in the left shoulder. 

We turned off on a by-road and bivouacked for the night. The next 
morning we moved upon Franklin, my brigade still having the advance. 
The advance guard struck the enemy’s pickets 2 miles from the town 
and drove them in. The enemy had*^ formed their line of battle to the 
left of the mill and near the creek; I was ordered by General Stanley 
to take two of my regiments and form in the field on the left of the road. 

I ordered Major Wynkoop to take his command and attack them, which ^ 
he did, advancing to the top of the bluff and opening fire, which the 
enemy returned with spirit. He had but 50 men with him, the rest of 
his command constituting the advance, and being on the right with the 
artillery. The firing continued about fifteen minutes, when the enemy 
broke and ran. 

The Third Kentucky came ui) and formed on the right of the Seventh 
Pennsylvania, but had no opportunity to engage. The Fourth Michi- 
gan was still farther to the right, under the immediate super\dsion of 
General Stanley or Colonel Kennett; consequently I cannot report the 
part taken by them in the engagement. 

By order of General Stanley, I moved over on to the Murfreesborough 
road, in order to intercept the enemy’s retreat after they broke. When 
they saw my column approaching, part of their force went off on some 
little road on the other side of the river. We had to make a circuit in 
order to cross, and by the time we got over they were out of the reach 
of i3ursuit. 

I saw 3 of the enemy dead and 1 wounded. My loss was nothing. 
The Seventh Pennsylvania had 4 horses killed. I saw 6 prisoners with 
the Fourth Michigan. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BDWAED M. McCOOK, 

Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 

Lieut. M. B, Ohambeelain, 

A, A. A. G.^ First Gav, Div.j Fourteenth Army Corps, 


Ko. 3. 

Reports of Brig, Gen, John A, Wharton, C, S. Army, commanding cavalry 

brigade, 

bTeadquaetees Whaeton’s Cayalet Beigade, 

JSolensville, Tenn,, December 12, 1862 — 3.30 p. m, 
Geti^eeal; The enemy attacked Franklin this morning just before 
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dayligM. Colonel [Baxter] Smith, who Tras there with 400 men, en- 
gaged them. The enemy forced him to retire, with a loss of 3 men killed 
and 6 wounded. Colonel Smith lost one of his most valuable officers. 
Colonel Smith reports the enemy’s force to be two regiments of cavalry 
and one of infantry. The colonel is still near Franklin. I had put a 
force of 400 men there instead of 200, as I was ordered. I had also or- 
dered one more regiment to his assistance, which did not reach him in 
time. General Cleburne is now moving on Franklin, on the Triune and 
Franklin dirt road, and I have sent Colonel [Thomas] Harrison, with 
his rangers, and [John E. Davis’] battalion of cavalry on the Franklin 
and INashville pike, to hold the enemy in check until the arrival of Gen- 
eral Cleburne’s force. I advised General Wheeler last evening of the 
movements of the enemy ; also this morning that I thought the enemy 
designed moving on that place. 

I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, 

J]NO. A. WHAETOl^r, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding Cavalry Brigade, 

Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk, ^ 

Comdg, PoWs Corps WArmee, Army of Tennessee, 


Headqijarxees Wharton’s Brig-ade, 

Polk’s Corps d’Arm^ie, Army op Tennessee, 

Nolensville, Tenn,, JDecember 12, 1862 — 7.30 p. m. 

General: I dispatched you this morning, advising [you of] the* occu- 
pation of Franklin by the enemy, who, after breaking the stones and 
destroying the machinery of the mill, left, via the FTashville pike, about 
11 o’clock. Colonel Smith has returned to Franklin and reoccupied the 
place. The force of the enemy engaged this morning was 2,000 cavalry 
and two pieces of artillery, being five times as much as Colonel Smith’s 
force. Their loss was 3 killed and 6 wounded. General [Colonel John] 
Kennett was in command. The infantry sent over there has been re- 
called, but the cavalry are in pursuit of the enemy. I have learned that 
the infantry now in my rear will soon be recalled, and I beg to call your 
attention to the exposed condition of my left and rear which will result 
therefrom. For this reason I would like to recall the force from Frank- 
lin, so as to have my forces more concentrated. The mill being de- 
stroyed, the only object to be attained would be to prevent illicit com- 
munication with the enemy, which could be done by having my forces 
this side. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JNO. A. WHAETOFT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding Cavalry Brigade, 

Lieutenant-General Polk, 

Commanding Gorjps WArm4e, Army of Tennessee, 
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DEOEMBEB* 14, 1862.— Attack on forage train and skinnisb. on tbe 
Franklin pike, near Nashville,’ Tenn. 

Il.ElF>OR.TS. 

No. 1. — Col. Joseph R. Scott, Nineteenth Illinois Infantry, 

No. 2. — Lieut. Sylvanns H. Stevens, Stohea’ (Chicago Board of Trade) Illinois battery. 


No. 1. 


Report of Col. Joseph R. Scotty Nineteenth Illinois Infantry, 

• Hdqrs. Nineteenth Eeg-iment Illinois Infantry, 

Gamp near Nashville^ Tenn.^ Decemher 15, 1862. 

Sir: I respectfully report having taken command of the division 
forage train yesterday, in accordance with orders from brigade head- 
quarters. The Nineteenth Illinois, Sixty-ninth Ohio, and a section of 
artillery, Fourth Kentucky Battery, detailed as escort, proceeded on 
Franklin pike some 7 miles, securing the desired amount of forage. I 
placed the artillery in position to command forage train and the ap- 
proaches thereto. Being apprised of the immediate presence of the 
enemy, I sent the Sixty-ninth Ohio and one piece of artillery to the junc- 
tion of a road leading into the pike to my rear, with the intention of 
holding that point until my train was formed. Shortly after my com- 
mand had started for camp, firing was heard about half a mile to the 
left and rear. I immediately ordered back the Nineteenth Illinois and 
one piece of artillery, and found that the firing had been caused by a 
party of rebel cavalry, numbering about 20, attacking a forage party, 
consisting of 3 wagons, with an escort, consisting of 10 men, under com- 
mand of Lieutenant Stevens, of the Chicago Board of Trade Battery. 
The rebels succeeded in capturing 5 men and 4 horses front one of the 
teams. The lieutenant and the balance of the men escaped. Our loss 
was 1 man wounded, 5 taken prisoners, 2 horses killed, and 4 captured. 

Having no cavalry with me, I. could not pursue the enemy to advan- 
tage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. E. SCOTT, 

‘ Colonel^ Commanding Nineteenth Illinois Infantry, 

Col. A. Y. Schrader, 

Chief of Eighth Division, 


[Indorsemont.] 

Headquaeteks Twenty-ninth Beig-ade, 

Camj? Hamilton, Hecetnier 15, 1862. 

Respectfully forwarded. The attack mentioned was not upon any 
part of the train under Colonel Scott’s command, hut an independent 
party, and the loss mentioned was of that party, not of Colonel Scott’s. 

Colonel Scott brought in his train and men all right. There was a 
delay in starting, owing to wagons of Seventh. Brigade and Division not 
reporting in time. Very few of the teams had any men detailed to load, 
except my brigade. 

T. E. STANLEY, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


I 
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Ko. 2. 


Eeport of Lieut Sylvanus H. Stevens, Stolces^ {Chicago Board of Trade) 
• Illinois battery. 


In Camp on Feanklin Pike, 

Near Nashville, Tenn., December 14, 1862. 

(Eeceived headquarters Eighth Division, Dec. 15, 1862.) 

SiE : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, I 
proceeded with 3 wagons and a detail of 6 men to obtain forage on 
the Franklin pike ; that before leaving the lines I had the pass from 
Oeneral McCook approved by General Negley, authorizing such com- 
mands. While on the road I was informed by Lieutenant Wood, of 
General INegley’s command, commanding a party of forage wagons, that 
he had just obtained a quantity of forage at a place about 2J miles 
outside of the pickets, and that other teams, under an escort commanded 
by Colonel Scott, had gone beyond this place. Before commencing the 
loading of the wagons, 1 made a thorough reconnaissance of the position, 
and placed my sergeant on an eminence to observe the country around. 
While proceeding to load, about 20 or 30 guerrillas, mounted and well 
armed, surrounded my men. They fought as long as there was a chance 
of a defense, and then surrendered. Bather than be taken prisoner, I 
fought my way through, escaping on foot. In consequence of the gateway 
being blocked up by one of my wagons, the sergeant and myself held 
the party at the gate with our pistols while the teams were escaping. 
Five privates and 1 corporal were taken prisoners; 1 private wounded 
in the back. This man we brought away. Five horses were captured 
and 2 killed. The guard under Colonel Scott with train had passed 
without my knowledge, leaving my party about a half mile in the rear. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. H. STEVENS, jR., 

First Lieutenant 

Capt. James H. Stokes, Commanding Battery. 


The date of this report is the date of the matters therein set forth, 
viz, December 14, 1862. 

' S. H. STEVENS, jR., 

First Meutenant 


DECEMBEE 15-16, 1862. — Violation of flag of truce. 

ETC. 

No. 1. — ^Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, U. S. Army, commanding Left Wing, Army 
of the Cumberland. 

No. 2. — Capt. George G. Knox, aide-de-camp. 

No. 3.— Brig. Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve, U. S. Army, commanding Fifth Division. 
No. 4. — Col. Robert H. G. Minty, Fourth Michigan Cavalry. 

No. 5. — Correspondence between Major-General Rosecrans, U. S. Army, and General 
Bragg, C. S. Army. 

No. 1. 

Be^ort of Mag. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, U. S. Army, commanding Left 
Wing, Army of the Cumberland. 

Headquarters Left Wing, Deceynber 16, 1862, 
Colonel : I spent the entire day yesterday visiting the front of our 
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lines. F onnd all quiet ; very orderly and exceedingly wet. Late in the 
evening, whilst a flag from the enemy was waiting for an answer from 
General Eosecrans, the forces of the enemy came in and captured the cav- 
alry pickets, numbering about 45 men, which had been placed bv Gen- 
eral Stanley in front of the Fifth Division, it being all the cavalry in 
front of my command. By 9.30 the enemy occupied the station where 
the cavalry had been captured, and were signaling from it. Another 
regiment was promptly ordered to the front, to strengthen our outposts, 
and the night passed quietly. The divisions all report no absentees 
without passes, and guard vigilant. I inclose a report from General 
Palmer requiring attention.* 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. L. OEITTElsTDEFT, 
Major-Generalj Commanding, 

Ool. J. P. Gahesoh^i. 


Ffo. 2. 

Rejgort of Gapt George G, Knox^ aide-de-camp, 

Headquaetees Left Wing, 

December 25, 1862. 

Ma JOE : By permission of the general commanding, I accompanied a 
command on the 16th instant, numbering 111 men, of the Fourth Michi- 
gan Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson, who was 
ordered to go with his command 2 miles beyond our outpost on the Mur- 
freesborough pike. Arriving at our outpost, which is just at the 8- 
mile post, we found a party just ready to go out with a flag of truce to 
escort Lieutenant-Colonel Hawkins, of the Confederate Army, outside 
our lines. The command of Colonel Dickinson was ordered to dismount 
and remain inside our line until the flag returned. This we did, and 
remained there until the party bearing the flag returned and reported 
the way open for us. Our order required us to go as far as the 10-mile 
post. On our way, just this side of the 10-mile post, we came upon Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hawkins, who had stopped at a house to have his horse 
fed and to get his dinner. He at once got on his horse and proposed to 
go with us, but Colonel Dickinson not desiring a white flag, and being 
so near the point to which he was directed to go, refused to let the 
colonel accompany him, and required him to remain where he was until 
he had returned. To prevent any insult or injury being offered him, a 
commissioned officer and two privates of the Fqurth Michigan Cavalry 
were left with him. Eeturning in less than half an hour to where he 
was, we released him, after having expressed our regrets for having 
found it necessary to detain him as long as we did. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. G. KNOX, 

Aide-de-Oamp, 

Maj. Lyiste Staeling, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


•Not found. 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. Horatio P. Van Gleve^ U. 8. Army^ commanding 

Fifth JDimsion. 

Headquarters Fifth Division, 

December 16, 1862. 

Major : The first report of the capture of our cavalry pickets yes- 
terday evening was from a private who was on post at the time and 
made his escape. He stated that while a flag of truce from the enemy 
was waiting to receive an answer from headquarters, a body of rebel 
cavalry dashed in and captured our cavalry reserve. This statement 
was afterward corroborated by Lieutenant Eowe, of the Fourth Michi- 
gan Cavalry, who reported, in addition, that he had learned from some 
who had escaped that Captain Abeel, who commanded the cavalry, had 
been very remiss in suffering his men to dismount and leave their ranks 
while the rebel party with the flag of truce were there. Lieutenant 
Eowe belonged to the company of cavalry on duty, but was not present 
at the affray, having been sent to these headquarters on business. 

If the facts are as reported, it was a disgraceful outrage on the part 
of therebels. At the same time, those bearing the flag of truce may have 
borne no part in it, and the conduct of Captain Abeel was very cul- 
pable and unsoldierlike. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. YAl^ CLEYE. 

Mayor-General^ Commanding Fifth Division. 

Maj. Lyne Starlino, 

Assistant Adjntant-Generaly Left Wing. 


Headquarters Fifth Division, 

Near Nashville^ Tenn.j December 25, 1862. 

Major : Pursuant to directions from Major-General Eosecrans, I have 
the honor to report the circumstances connected wuth the capture of a 
portion of the outposts in my front on the 15th instant, and the alleged 
detention of Lieutenant-Colonel Hawkins, of the Confederate Army, 
while at my lines with a flag of truce. Colonel Hawkins came to my 
outposts about 2 p. m. of the 15th instant, with communications for 
the general commanding, accompanied by several civilians and ladies, 
who desired to go to Kashville. Word was immediately sent to depart- 
ment headquarters, but, before a messenger could return, a scouting 
party of the First Alabama Cavalry attacked and captured all the 
cavalry outposts, and immediately retreated to the rebel lines. Colonel 
Hawkins was at this time waiting at my outposts for the arrival of a staff* 
officer from the general commanding, and, when the enemy retreated, 
went with them beyond my lines. He presented himself the next morn- 
ing at my infantry outposts, when he was placed under guard by Colonel 
Kuifler [Knefler?], Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania [Indiana'H Yolunteers, 
and the case reported to me for instructions. Colonel KnifiLer [Knefler *?] 
believed Colonel Hawkins was in some respects responsible for the attack 
on the pickets the day before, and proposed to guard against a repetition 
of the occurrence. Soon after, Lieutenant-Colonel Hepburn, of General 
Eosecrans^ staff*, aiTived, and Colonel Hawkins’ dispatcher received, 
and he sent beyond our lines. Of his subsequent arrest by Captain 
Knox and Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson I know nothing, no report of 
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the occurrence having been made to me. Colonel Hawkins, while at my 
outpost, was treated with the utmost courtesy, and was not placed 
under arrest until he presented himself at my infantry outposts under 
suspicious circumstances, before the position formerly occupied by my 
cavalry had been retaken, and was very shortly released. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. YAN OLEVE, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding Fifth JDirision, 
Maj. Lyne Starling, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Left Wing, 


Ho. 4. 

Col, Robert JET. G. Minty ^ Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 

Headquarters Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 

Camp Rosecransj December 16, 1862. 

Sir : I have to report, for the information of the colonel commanding, 
that Companies H and M, of my regiment, while on picket on the Mur- 
freesborough pike yesterday, were, under cover of a fiag of truce, cap- 
tured by the enemy’s cavalry, numbering about 150 men. Company H 
had 38 men and Company M 20 men, but of these 22 were on duty, 
forming the chain of pickets. Second Lieutenant Eowe, with an or- 
derly, was at General Van Oleve’s headquarters, and one orderly had 
been sent to Hashville. The first sergeant of Company H and one of 
the pickets have escaped. I have heard of 2 of our men being wounded 
and 1 rebel killed. 

General Stanley has ordered me to send out four companies to bring 
in our wounded men, and to scout the road for 3 or 4 miles. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBT. H. G. MDsTTY, 
Colonel, Commanding Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 

Lieutenant Woolley, 

Actg. Asst, Adjt, Gen,, First Brigade, Cavalry Division. 

[Indorseinents.] 

Will Colonel Minty state more explicitly the circumstances of this 
capture ; by whom and what the flag of truce was used for; how the 
two companies were captured, &c. ^ 

If a flag has been violated while being used for a legitimate purpose, 
I will call the attention of higher authorities to the outrage. I desire 
a circumstantial report of this affair. 

EDWAED M:. MoOOOK, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Hawkins, with a flag of truce, had arrived at our 
outer pickets, and, while waiting for an officer of equal rank to receive 
the dispatches, a party of rebel cavalry dashed in from the left of the 
road, surprising and overpowering our pickets. Eight men ha^ now 
returned to camp, and I have hopes of the escape of 6 more. One of 
my men was killed and 1 wounded. The rebels, sofer as I can learn, 
met with the same loss, 1 killed and 1 wounded. When the scout re- 
turns, I may bg a|)J|? to give more particta^|^^ ^ ^ MEjTTX, 

Colonel, Coimv^cm^ing Fourtji Michigan Cavalry, 
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Headqdabtebs Fibst Cavalby" Brigade, 

Bectmher IG, 18G2, 

Eespectfully forwarded. ^ ^ • 

I would call the attention of the general commandiDg to this apparent 

violation of the usages of war. 

EDWAED M. McCOOK, 

Colonel^ Commanding, 


ISio, 5. 

Correspondence between Major-General Rosecrans^ U, S, Army^ and Gen- 
eral Bragg^ C. 8. Army, 

Headquabtebs Fourteenth Army Corps, 

.Department op the Cumberland, 

Nashville, December 15, 1863. 

General Braxton Bragg: 

You will see by the copies of reports to me, herewith inclosed * that 
another outrage of the grossest character has been perpetrated by your 
troops, in the presence of your own flag, commanded by a lieutenant- 
colonel in your service, who but yesterday was courteously received. I 
cannot believe you had authorized, or* will permit to go unpunished or 
without prompt reparation, such barbarous conduct, hardly paralleled 
by savages. You cannot restore life to my men who have been inhu- 
manly murdered, but I shall leave to your own head and heart to de- 
vise such reparation as is demanded by your own honor and the* honor 
of our common humanity. ■ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 
Major-Generals Commanding. 


Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 
Murfreesboroiighj Tenn,, December 23, 1863, 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Eoseorans, 

Commanding U, 8, Forces, Nashville, Tenn, : 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 15th instant, in which you complain of the capture ot 
your pickets, near ^Tashville, pending a flag of truce, and demand their 
restoration to your lines, 

I have delayed my reply until a full and thorough investigation could 
be reported. As its result, I respectfully, but firmly, decline to accede 
to, your demand. 

The flag was sent from my lines for a specific purpose, and was rea- 
sonably expected back within a few hours. The movements of my force 
in front were directed accordingly, and there was no intention to avail 
themselves of the existence of the flag to cover an attack. The delay 
of the flag was caused by the reprehensible and criminal conduct of 
some of your subordinates, who placed its bearer under arrest, and kept 
him twenty -four hours before permitting him to return. Upon being 
finally permitted to leave, he was again arrested, menaced, and insulted 
by soldiers with drawn weapons at the command of an officer who placed 
him under strict arrest, notwithstanding the accompanying x)resence of 
his flag. The officers most active in perpetrating this outrage gave 


Not found. 
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their names as Oapt. George [G.] Knox and Lieutenant-Colonel Dick- 
inson, who represented themselves as belongingto the Fourth Michigan 
Cavalry, a part of which command was near by. The reason assigned 
for his detention was that they intended making an attack on our pickets, 
and did not wish them notified. 

With these facts before me, I consider myself as justly entitled to 
apology and reparation for this unprecedented disrespect and outrage. 
To claim that a truce existed while my flag was forcibly detained by 
you is preposterous. By parity of reasoning, it would only be neces- 
sary to capture a flag and hold it indefinitely in custody in order to 
secure immunity from attack. The detention of a flag by you is incon- 
testably proven. When so detained, it ceased to be my flag, and was 
yours by unlawful capture. It lost its sanctity by reason of your vio- 
lence, and you ought to l)e the last one to seek a refuge beneath its 
folds. 

To avoid the danger of future complications of a similar character, I 
have directed that hereafter flags shall be sent only on Mondays and 
Thursdays, between the hours of 12 m. and 4 p. m. They will also be 
received on the same days and between the same hours, unless the 
necessity is urgent and the urgency of the case manifest. 

Trusting that this arrangement will preclude the recurrence of any 
further misunderstanding, I am, general, very respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, 

BEAXTOK BEAGG, 

General^ Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 
NasJmlle^ Tenn.^ Deceniber 25^ 1862. 

Eespectfully referred to Major-General Crittenden, who will have 
General Van Oleve investigate this, and report result of investigation 
to-night.* 

By order of General Eosecrans : 

OHAS. E. THOMPSON, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


DECEMBER 20, 1862-JANXJARY 5, 1863.~-Carter’s raid into East Ten- 
nessee and Southwest Virginia. 

OFT- THEl KVDBTq-'TS. 

Dec. 29, 1862.— Passage of Moccasin Gap, and capture of Confederates on the Blounts- 
ville road. 

30, 1862. — Capture of Confederates at Blountsville. 

Capture of Union, Tenn., and destruction of the railroad bridge across 
the Holston River. 

Capture of Cartels Depot, and destruction of the Watauga railroad 
bridge. 

Jan. 2, 1863.— Skirmish at Jonesville,. Lee County, Va. 

No. 1.— Maj. Gen, Horatio G.. Wright, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the 
Ohio, with congratulatory messages. 


* See report No. 3, p. 82. • . i • -o 4 . tt 

f See also Confederate correspondence, January 1 to 6 , inclusive, Part II, 
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No. 2. — Brig. Gen. Samuel P. Carter, D. S. Army, commanding expedition. 

No. 3.— CoL Charles J. Walker, Tenth Kentucky Cavalry, commanding Cavalry Bri- 
gade. 

No. 4.— Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, C. S. Army, commanding Department of East 
Tennessee. 

No, 5, — ^Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, C. S. Army, commanding Department of West 
Virginia. 

No. 6.~-Brig. Gen. Humphrey Marshall, C. S. Army, of operatious December 30-Jan- 
uary 7. 

No. 7.— Col. H. L. Giltner, Fourth Kentucky Cavalry, of operations December 30- 
January 2. 

No. 8.— Lieut. Col. E. F. Clay, Third Battalion Kentucky Mounted Bides, of opera- 
tions December 30-January 1. 

No. 9.— Lieut. H. H. Duncan, Company A, Third Battalion Kentucky Mounted 
Bides, of operations December 29-30. 

jjj-o. 10. — Capt. William W. Baldwin, conamanding cavalry squadron, of operations 
December 29- January 2. 

No. 11.— Col. Hiram Hawkins, Fifth Kentucky Infantry, of operations December 
29-30. 

No. 12. — Col. Campbell Slemp, Sixty-fourth Virginia Infantry, of operations Decem- 
ber 29-January 1. 

No. 13. — Maj. Isaac B. Dunn, relative to operations December 29-January 1. 


NTo. 1. 

Rejports of Maj, Gen. Horatio G. Wright^ 27. 8. Army^ commanding 
Department of the OMo^ with congratulatory messages. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, January 7, 1863. 

Genebal: I have just received a dispatch from Maj. Gen. G. Granger 
that the cavalry force of about 1,000 men which he sent to East Tennes- 
see on the 21st ultimo, by my order, under the command of Brig. Gen. S. 
P. Carter, to destroy the East Tennessee Eailroad bridges, &c., has been 
heard from. General Granger has just received a dispatch from Gen- 
eral Carter at Manchester, Ky., on his return, stating that on the 30th 
ultimo he entirely destroyed the Union and Watauga Bridges, with 10 
miles of railroad. Eive hundred and fifty rebels were killed, wounded, 
and taken prisoners. Seven hundred stand of arms and a large amount 
of flour, salt, and other rebel stores, also a locomotive and two cars, 
were captured and destroyed. 

A brisk skirmish took place at the Watauga Bridge and another at 
Jonesville. We lost but 10 men. This expedition, as characterized by 
General Granger, has been one of the most hazardous and daring of the 
war, attended with great hardships and privations, owing to the almost 
impracticable nature of the country, the length of the route (nearly 200 
miles each way), and the inclement season. The important results of 
this expedition can hardly be overrated, severing, as it has, Virginia 
and the Southwest; and General Carter, his officers and men, deserve 
the thanks of the country. Great credit is also due to Major-General 
Granger, under whose immediate supervision the expedition was fitted 
out, and whose long cavalry experience was a guarantee that nothing 
tending to its success would be neglected or forgotten. 

H. G. WEIGHT, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Major-General Hallbok. 
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Headquarters Departhent oe the Ohio 

Oineinnatiy Oliio^ January 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. G. Lexington^ Ky.: 

General Carter has clone well. He has severed the great rebel artery 
ot communication between the iN^orth and South, the importance of which 
at this time can hardly be overestimated; has killed, wounded, and cap- 
tured more than hailf of his own numbers, with the loss of only 10 men; 
has destroyed large amounts of rebel stores, arms, &c., and has brought 
back his own command in safety. The result of the expedition has been 
telegraphed to the General-in-Chief, with an expression of my views as 
to the importance of the results accomplished. While waiting a reply 
from Washington, please present to General Carter, his of&cers and men, 
my congratulations upon the success of their efforts, and my full appre- 
ciation of the hardships and privations endured by them on their long 
and hazardous march over an almost impracticable country. 

H. G. WEIGHT, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


War Department, 
Washington^ January 9, 1863. 
Major-General Wrig-ht, Cincinnati^ Ohio: 

The daring operations and brilliant achievements of General Carter 
and his command are without a parallel in the history of the war,***^ and 
deserve the thanks of the country. This expedition has proved the 
capacity of our cavalry for bold and dashing movements, which I doubt 
not will be imitated by others. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief, 


Headquarters Department op the Ohio, 

Cincinnati^ Ohio, January 20, 1863. 

General : I have to transmit herewith a letter from Maj. Gen. G. 
Granger, commanding Army of Kentucky, inclosing the reports of Brig. 
Gen. S. P. Carter and Col. 0. J. Walker, relating to the late expedition 
into East Tennessee, which resulted in the burning of bridges on the 
Virginia and East Tennessee Eailroad at Union and Watauga, and of 
Majors Eoley and Brown, commanding expedition into Middle [East] 
Tennessee.t 

In submitting these reports, General Granger takes occasion to recom- 
mend Brigadier-General Carter for promotion to major-general, on the 
grounds of his valuable services in command of the East Tennessee ex- 
pedition, and also to recommend Brigadier-General Gillmore for major- 
general, and Col. S. A. Gilbert, Forty- fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
for promotion to brigadier-general. General Carter^s claims speak for 
themselves. As regards General Gillmore and Colonel Gilbert, I would 
say that I fully indorse all that is said in their favor. Few men can be 
found combining the qualifications necessary to important commands in 
a higher degree than these two officers. 

In stripping Kentucky of all available troops, and sending them to 
support General Eosecrans, I have retained both these officers, much 
against their wishes and interests, beheving thot the interests of the 


* See Maynard to Halleck, January 10, and reply, January 12, in Part II, pp. 313, 319. 
t See December 24, 1862-nJanuary 1, 1863, pp. 159-163. 
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nation required officers of reliable character to command in Kentucky 
at this particular juncture in the affairs of the State. 

General Gillmore will be assigned to the command of the Central 
District of the State, and Colonel Gilbert will command the most reli- 
able brigade of his force, and neither should suffer in their prospects of 
advancement by being kept back from the field. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. G. WEIGHT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallecik, 

General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C. 


No. 2. 

Bejport of Brig. Gen. Samuel P. Carter, U. S. Army, commanding expe- 
dition. 

Lexington, Ky., January 0, 1863. 
Geneeal : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the expeditionary force to East Tennessee, which was in- 
trusted to my command: * 

Although a movement on East Tennessee was proposed as early as 
November 25 last, it was not until December 19 that arrangements were 
completed and thenecessary orders given for the movement of the troops. 
It was hoped that the force to be sent on this hazardous, but most im- 
portant, expedition would have been much larger than that which the 
commander of the department felt could be detached for such service 
when the final arrangements were made. My original design was to 
have divided the force into two columns, and strike the East Tennessee 
and Virginia Eailroad at two points at the same time, distant 100 miles 
apart, and, by moving toward the center, have completely destroyed 
the road for that distance 5 but, on the junction of the different detach- 
ments, I found that the number was too small to risk a division, and I 
was reluctantly compelled to keep them united, or within easy support- 
ing distance during the whole of my operations. 

Haying given orders for the junction of the forces, consisting of two 
battalions Second Michigan Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, the 
Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Major Eussell, and Eirst Battalion Sev- 
enth Ohio Cavalry, Major Eeaney, near the mouth of Goose Creek, Olay 
County, Kentucky, I left this place with my staff on the 20th ultimo for 
that point. By your order, Col. Charles J. Walker, of Tenth Kentucky 
Cavalry, was placed in command of the cavalry brigade, and I here 
take occasion to tender my thanks for the appointment, and to express 
my commendation of the manner in which Colonel Walker discharged 
his arduous duties. The troops were ordered to move without baggage, 
with ten days^ rations and a hundred rounds of ammunition, but, as it 
was feared some difficulty would be met with in obtaining forage, a 
supply train was ordered to proceed some 60 miles on the route, and 
then transfer forage and rations to a train of pack mules. < 

On the 22d ultimo I came up with the two battalions Second Michigan 
and Ninth Pennsylvania at McKee, Jackson County, Kentucky, where 
we were detained a day waiting for the arrival of the supply train and 
pack saddles. 

On the 25th ultimo we effected a junction with the remainder of the 
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troops (First Battalion Seventli OMo Cavalry) at Heard^s, on Goose 
Creek. I then found, to my surprise, that the whole force amounted to 
only about 980 men, and of that number a considerable portion were in 
the field for the first time. The marches, owing to the roughness and 
narrowness of the roads (being mere bridle-paths along the banks of 
creeks and over steep and rugged mountains), were, of necessity, slow 
and tedious, and their length had to be governed by the distance to the 
several points at which forage could be obtained. 

It was not until about meridian of the 28th ultimo that we reached the 
foot of the Cumberland Mountains (on the north side), opposite Crank^s 
Gap, and 12 miles to the south and east of Harlan Court-House. The 
horses were there fed, a day^s forage prepared, and the pack train sent 
back under charge of a detachment of the Kentucky State Guard. A 
little before sunset we reached the summit of Cumberland Mountains, 
and had the field of our operations, with its mountains and valleys, 
spread out before us. I there held a consultation with the officers of 
the command, and it was the unanimous opinion that the force was en- 
tirely too small to venture on a division, according to the original plan. 
This decision seemed to be the more necessary, from the news we had 
received through East Tennessee refugees at the foot of the mountain, 
relative to the disposition of the rebel force along the line of railroad. 

Soon after dark, the advance commenced the descent of the mount- 
ain, hoping to make a long march before sunrise, but, owing to the 
steepness, narrowness, and roughness of the way, the rear of the column 
did not reach the foot of the mountain until 10 p. m., having consumed 
four hours in the descent. Here I was told there were some 400 i*ebel 
cavalry in the vicinity of Jonesville, 5 miles distant. As it was im- 
portant to move through Lee County, Virginia, without exciting sus- 
picion, I moved down Cove. Creek, crossing through a gap in Poor Valley 
Eidge, and crossed Powell’s Valley, about 5 miles east of Jonesville. 
On leaving the valley road, our guides were at fault, and valuable time 
was lost in finding the way. The march was continued through the 
night, and at daylight we reached the top of Waller’s Eidge, 22 miles 
distant from the foot of Cumberland Mountain, and halted to feed the 
horses. Thus far we had advanced without giving any alarm, or even 
exciting any suspicion as to our character. The village of Stickleyville 
lay immediately below us, and, but for the imprudence of some of the 
officers in allowing the men to visit the village, we could have passed on 
as rebel cavalry. A number of rebel soldiers, belonging to Trigg’s bat- 
talion, came within our lines, supposing we were their friends, and were 
captured. 

In a short time we were again in the saddle, passed through Stickley- 
ville, across Powell’s Mountain, and through Patton sville. Before sun- 
set we crossed Clinch Eiver, 12 miles from Estillville, Scott County, 
Virginia, and halted for a couple of hours to feed. News of our approach 
had gone before us, but few of the rebels were inclined to credit it, be- 
lieving it impossible that a Government force would venture so far 
within their territory. 

Upon arriving at Estillville, at 10 p. m., we were told that a consid- 
erable rebel force was in possession of Moccasin Gap, prepared to resist 
our passage. I could not afford to lose time. The Michigan battalions 
were dismounted, and, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, 
a portion were deployed and moved through the gap. Being unac- 
quainted with the ground, and having to guard against an ambuscade 
in this strong pass, which could have been held by a small force of de- 
termined men against greatly superior numbers, we advanced with 
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great caution. It was midnight ere the rear of the column had passed 
through. The enemy, deterred by the i*esolute advance of our brave 
men, Sed toward Kingsport, East Tenn. (as I afterward learned), with- 
out firing a gun. A rebel lieutenant and several soldiers, with their 
arms, were captured on the south side of the gap, on the Blountsville 
road. 

During the remainder of the night we moved forward, as rapidly as 
was practicable over unknown roads, picking up rebel soldiers by the 
way. Owing to the darkness of the night, a portion of the command 
lost their way and became separated from the main body. A small force 
of rebel cavalry, which was hovering about our rear, killed a sergeant 
of the Second Michigan and captured two others who had wandered 
from the road. 

At daylight on the morning of the 30th we reached the town of Blounts- 
ville,' Sullivan County, East Tennessee, surprised and took possession of 
the place, captured some 30 soldiers belonging to the Fourth Eegiment 
Kentucky (rebel) Cavalry, in hospital, and paroled them. We were in- 
formed that at Bristol, 8 miles distant, there was a large amount of 
stores, besides the meat of a considerable number of hogs, belongingto 
the rebel authorities, but as the place was guarded, according to the 
best information we could receive, by a regiment of Infantry, under Colo- 
nel Slemp, said to be 900 strong, a cavalry force, under Colonel Giltner, 
and a battery, we were reluctantly compelled to leave it to our left and 
move toward the railroad bridge at Union, 6 miles from Blountsville. I 
accordingly sent forward Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell with a portion 
of the Second Michigan, under the direction of Col. James P. T. Carter, 
of the Second East Tennessee Infantry, toward Union, wdth orders to 
take the place and destroy the railroad bridge across the Holston Eiver. 
As soon as the remainder of the troops, which got separated from us 
during the night, came up, I moved them rapidly forward in the same 
direction. When we reached Union, I found the town in our possession, 
and the railroad bridge, a fine structure some 600 feet in length, slowly 
burning. The rebel force, about 150 strong, consisting of two companies 
of. the Sixty-second NTorth Carolina troops, under command of Major 
McDowell, had surrendered without resistance, the major himself having 
been first captured by our advance while endeavoring to learn if there 
w^as any truth of our reported approach. 

The prisoners were paroled, and a large number of them were that 
afternoon on their way to the mountains of Korth Carolina, swearing 
they would never be exchanged. Their joy at being captured seemed 
to be unbounded. 

The stores, barracks, tents, a large number of arms and equipments, 
a considerable amount of salt, niter, a railroad car, the depot, &c., were 
destroyed, and also a wagon bridge across the river, a fe whundred yards 
below the railroad bridge. As soon as the work of destruction was 
fairly under way, I dispatched Colonel Walker, with detachments from 
the Second Michigan, Kinth Pennsylvania, and Seventh Ohio Cavalry 
(in all 181 men), the whole under guidance of Colonel Carter, toward 
the Watauga Bridge, at Carter’s Depot, 10 miles west of Union. On 
their way they captured a locomotive and tender, with Colonel Love, of 
Sixty-second North Carolina troops, who, having heard of the approach 
of the Yankees, had started on the locomotive to Union to ascertain the 
truth of the rumor. 

On reaching the station, about sunset, they found the enemy, consist- 
ing of two companies Sixty-second North Carolina troops, estimated by 
Colonel Walker at nearly 200 men, falling into line. Colonel Walker 
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gallantly attacked tliem, and, after a brief but firm resistance, they 
broke and fled to the wood. The gallant Major Eoper, of the Sixth 
Kentucky Cavalry, with two companies of the Ninth Pennsylvania Eegi- 
ment, under Captain Jones, of that regiment, made a dashing charge, 
and captured and destroyed many of their number. 

Our loss was 1 killed, 1 mortally and 1 severely wounded, and 2 slightly 
wounded. The rebel loss was 12 to 16 killed. 

, Dr. McMillan, of Pirst East Tennessee Infantry, acting brigade sur- 
geon, reports that he dressed the wounds of 13, several of which were 
mortal. Owing to the darkness of the night, it was impossible to learn 
with certainty their entire loss. 

The railroad bridge across the Watauga Eiver, some 300 feet in length, 
was soon in flames, and entirely destroyed ; also a large number of 
arms and valuable stores. The captured locomotive was run into the 
river and completely demolished, destroying in its passage one of the 
piers of the bridge. 

The men and horses, especially the latter, were much worn and jaded 
from constant travel and loss of rest. The alarm had been given ; the 
rebels had the road open to Knoxville, and could move up a strong 
force to resist us. I also learned that some 500 cavalry and four guns, 
under Colonel Folk, were within 3 miles of us 5 that an infantry force 
would be concentrated at Johnson’s Depot, 6 miles west of Carter’s Sta- 
tion, by daylight ; and, further, that Humphrey Marshall, who was at 
Abingdon, was moving his troops to occupy the passes in the mount- 
ains, and thus cut off our egress. It was deemed prudent, therefore, to 
return. 

We left Watauga about midnight, and, after a hard march, reached 
Kingsport, at the mouth of the North Fork of the Holston Eiver, at sun- 
set on the 31st ultimo. After feeding-and resting a short time, and issu- 
ing a ration of meat to the men, we were again in the saddle. We passed 
some 8 miles north of Eogersville, and reached Looney’s Gap, in Clinch 
Mountain, late in the afternoon; passed through without opposition, 
and about 11 p. m. of January 1 reached a place in the edge of Hancock 
County, Tennessee, where forage could be obtained, and bivouacked 
for the night. This was the first night’s rest we had been able to take 
since the night of the 27th ultimo. The command had been annoyed 
during the day and night by bushwhackers, but we, providentially, 
escaped with only 2 men slightly wounded. 

Soon after daylight, on the morning of the 2d instant, we resumed our 
march toward Jonesville, Lee County, Virginia, with the intention of 
reaching the foot of the Cumberland Mountains, on the Kentucky side, 
before we halted. Our march was much impeded during the day by bush- 
whackers, who constantly annoyed our front and rear. Just before we 
reached Jonesville, they endeavored to check us by occupying the hills 
in our front with two companies (supposed to be Larmer’s and Staley’s), 
but they were soon driven from their strong positions by the skirmishers 
of the Second Michigan. 

We reached Jonesville late in the afternoon, but, before the rear 
guard had passed, they were attacked by about 200 rebels. Colonel 
Walker took charge of the rear guard, re-enforced by two light compa- 
nies, and drove them back to the wood. Several of their number were 
killed ; 1 in the village of Jonesville. Some 20 were captured during 
the day. We sustained no loss. From .prisoners we learned that the 
passes in Clinch and Powell’s Mountains, through which we marched 
in going to Union, had been blockaded, and were occupied by three or 
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four companies of infantry. We reached the foot of Cumberland Mount- 
ains, passing through Orank^s Gap at 11 p. m., and bivouacked, men and 
horses com idetely jaded and worn, having been, in the last five days 
and seventeen hours, out of the saddle but thirty hours. 

On the 5th instant the command reached Manchester, Clay County, 
and rested on the day following. The march was resumed on the morn- 
ing of the 7th, and on the 8th I received your order directing the several 
detachments to be sent to their respective camps. 

After reaching Eichmond, on the 9th instant, they separated, the 
First Battalion Seventh Ohio moving on to Winchester, and the two 
battalions Second Michigan and Ninth Pennsylvania to Nicholasville. 

Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, the severity of the. 
marches, and the scanty supply of rations for no inconsiderable portion 
of the time, both officers .and men bore their hardships without a single 
murmur or a word of complaint. They returned, after a journey of 470 
miles, 170 of which were in the enemy^s country, in high spirits and in 
good condition, proud to think they had accomplished a feat which, for 
hazard and hardships, has no parallel in the history of war. 

Where all were so ready and willing to do their duty, and performed 
it with so much cheerfulness and alacrity, it is no easy matter to select 
a portion for special commendation, but the two battalions of the Sec- 
ond’ Michigan, under command of Lieutenant-Oolonel Campbell, deserve 
particular notice for their drill, discipline, and efficiency. From the 
superiority of their arms, and their skill in their use, they seemed to 
feel themselves invincible, and, whenever there was an enemy to meet, 
they advanced against him with the coolness and steadiness of veterans. 

I desire to make special mention of the following officers, who were 
temporarily attached to my staff, and to whose zeal and faithful services 
I bear willing testimony. I hope^that you will bring them to the favor- 
able notice of the proper authorities : Col. James P. T. Carter, Second 
Eegiment East Tennessee Infantry; Col. T. T. Garrard, Third Eegiment 
Kentucky Infantry ; Maj. W. P. Eoper, Sixth Eegiment Kentucky Cav- 
alry ; Capt. L. D. Watkins, Fifth U. S. Cavalry, and chief of cavalry; 
Capt. T. B. Brooks, New York Yoliinteer Engineers ; Capt. T. McNish, 
Third Eegiment East Tennessee Infantry, and Capt. T. H. Easley, Third 
Eegiment East Tennessee Cavalry. 

To Colonel Carter^s knowledge of the people and country in the vicin- 
ity of the railroad bridge is mainly due our success at those points, with 
so small a loss of life. 

Colonel Garrard, an officer of sound judgment and great discretion, 
was of invaluable service in passing through the mountains of Eastern 
Kentucky. He gave his whole heart to the work, and was of great 
service to the expedition. 

To the members of my staff, Capt. C. W. Cowan, assistant adjutant- 
general; Dr. C. W. McMillan, acting brigade surgeon, and Lieut. S. H. 
Kobinsou, aide-de-camp, my special thanks are due for the satisfactory 
manner in which they at all times performed their (under the circum- 
stances) difficult duties. 

I inclose the report of Colonel Walker, commanding cavalry brigade, 
and also the list of paroled prisoners. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. P. CAETEE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 

Maj. Gen. Goedon GEANa:iSE, 

Commanding Army of KentucTcy. 
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No. 3. 

Beportof Gol. Charles J. WaTker^ Tenth Kentucky Cavalry^ commanding 

Cavalry Brigade. 

Headquarters Oatalry Brigade, 

Richmond^ Ky.^ January 9, 18G3. 

Captain : I have the honor to state that, pursuant to instructions 
from Headquarters Forces in the Field, dated Lexington, Ky., December 
19, 1862, 1 proceeded to Nicholasville on the 19th ultimo and assumed 
command of that portion of the cavalry brigade (Ninth Pennsylvania, 
430 men, two battalions Second Michigan, 320 men) stationed at that 
place. 

On the 20th this force marched from Nicholasville to Kirksville ,• on 
the 21st to Big Hill, and on the 22d to McKee. Here we were delayed 
by the non-arrival of our provision train until about 10 a. m. on the 24th. 
This delay I do not hesitate to attribute to the incompetency and lack 
of energy in the officer in command of the escort. The delay was inex- 
cusable. I regTet that I am not able at present to furnish the name of 
the officer. 

On the 24th we marched from McKee and encamped at Julius Bob- 
inson’s, about 10 miles north of Manchester, and on the 25th to. Met- 
calf ^s, on the Bed Bird. We were joined during the day by one bat- 
talion of the Seventh Ohio Cavalry, under command of Major Beaney. 

On the 26th we marched to Asher’s, and again encamped on Bed 
Bird. On the 27th, taking the road up Philips’ Ford, of Bed Bird, we 
crossed the Pine Mountains and encamped at Britton’s, on the south 
ford of the Cumberland Eiver, 12 miles from Crank’s Gap. 

On the 28th we marched to the top of Cumberland Mountains through 
Crank’s Gap, from which point we marched night and day until our 
return to this side of the mountains- 

Leaving the gap on the night of the 28th bj^ a road passing about 
5 miles to the north of Jonesville, we crossed Waller’s Eidge, passed 
through Stickleyville, Pattonsville, Estillville, and arrived at Blounts- 
ville, Tenn., on the morning of the 30th. Here Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry, was, by order of the general com- 
manding, detached with his command, and ordered to march at once 
on Union, now called Zollicoffer. The force at this place, about 150 
strong, surrendered without firing a shot. Our entire force reached this 
place soon after Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell had taken possession of 
it, when we at once proceeded to destroy the wagon and railroad 
bridges over the Holston. W e also destroyed the railroad depot, several 
cars, and a quantity of salpeter and salt found here. I then proceeded, 
by General Carter’s order, with six companies of the command, making 
in all 181 men, to Carter’s Depot, 10 miles below this point. On the way 
down we captured a locomotive and tender and several rebel prisoners, 
including one colonel. 

The credit of this capture is due entirely to Colonel Carter, Second 
Tennessee Infantry, who, throughout the whole expedition, rendered 
the most invaluable service. 

We arrived at Carter’s Depot a few minutes before sunset, and imme- 
diately attacked the place. The affair was short, but brisk. The enemy 
made a spirited resistance for a few minutes and then fled to the brush. 
Major Eoper, Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, in command of two companies 
of the Ninth Pennsylvania, under Captain Jones, did good service, and 
by a well-timed charge completed the rout of the enemy. 
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We lost 1 killed (Seventh Ohio), and 4 wounded (2 from Second Michi- 
gan and 2 from NTinth Pennsylvania). The enemy lost 12 killed, 15 or 20 
wounded, and 138 prisoners. This force is said to have been about 200. 
In consequence of the darkness and of our short stay at this place, it was 
impossible to ascertain the exact strength or loss of the enemy. 

We destroyed the railroad over the Watauga, burned their camp, to- 
gether with all their arms and accouterments, and at 12.30 p. m. on the 
31st started on our return. We were undisturbed, except by bush- 
whackers, who fired on us from almost every hill until we reached Jones- 
ville. Here our rear guard had quite a brisk skirmish with a party of 
the enemy, about 150 strong. The enemy lost 2 killed in this skirmish; 
we were unharmed. 

On the night of the 2d we recrossed the mountain through Orank^s 
Gap, and, by easy marches, reached this place to-day, when, in accord- 
ance with the order of the general commanding, I divided the brigade, 
sending the Seventh Ohio to their old camp, at Winchester, and the 
Second Michigan and Mnth Pennsylvania to theirs, at Nicholasville. 

Our loss during this expedition, I find by the reports of the regimental 
commanders, to be— killed, wounded, and missing, 19. Of this the Ohio 
battalion lost 1 killed and 8 missing; the Michigan, 1 killed and 7 miss- 
ing, and the Ninth Pennsylvania, 2 wounded. Total, 19. In this num- 
ber are included 2 men who were accidentally crippled by the falling of 
their horses, 1 man left sick, and 5 men who were left at different points 
to take care of our sick and wounded. The others missing were, no 
doubt, picked up by the enemy’s scouts. 

For my command it is but proper to say that for their patient endur- 
ance of hardships and cheerful submission to all the privations attend- 
ing this expedition, both officers and men deserve the highest com- 
mendation. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. J. W^ALKEEi, 

Colonel Tenth Kentuelcy Cavalry^ Commanding Brigade. 

Oapt. 0. W. Cowan, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Lexington^ Ky. 


No. 4. 

Report of Lieut, Gen. B, Kirhy Smith, G. 8. Army, commanding JD^art- 
ment of Bast Tennessee. 

Knoxville, Tenn., January 1, 1863. 

A large cavalry force, consisting of the Tenth Pennsylvania and Sec- 
ond Ohio and Seventh Ohio, from Eosecrans’ army, I suppose, has passed 
through Southern Kentucky, Bussell and Scott Counties, Virginia, seized 
the railroad, and burned the bridges between Jonesborough and Bristol. 
I think they are striking at the salt-works, I have no cavalry at my 
disposal to meet them. On November 15 I ordered the First Louisiana, 
the First Georgia, and Adrian’s battalion of cavalry to proceed, via 
Monticello and Somerset, across the mountain toward London and 
Mount Vernon, to obtain information of the enemy’s movements, and 
ascertain if any forces were approaching from these directions, and re- 
turn through Cumberland and Big Creek Gaps. General Bragg ordered 
i)ack this cavalry, I arrested the commanding officer, and directed the 
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places for ambuscades, to wMcb, of course, my men would be subjected, 
and which I would not subject them to without some compensating 
reason. I could not bring the enemy to a general engagement. He 
was retreating as fast as he could out of the State, and did retire from 
it before me in three hours after I came upon him — superior to me by 
three to one in numbers and by more than ten to one in armament. I 
did everything that could be done to intercept him, for, hearing of his 
raid for the first time on Monday night at 10 p. m., I made dispositions 
to meet him as rapidly as they could be made. In half an hour my 
orders to every corps of my command had been dispatched. 

The information I received was by telegraphic dispatch, which came 
by the way of Morristown, Tenn., from Pattsonville, Ya., dated Monday, 
December 29, and reaching me at Abingdon at 9.30 p. m. : 

The enemy’s cavalry, 4,000 strong, passed this point to-day at 1.30 p. m., marching 
on Bristol, 45 miles &om this place. 

This was signed by Captain [S. P.] Larmer, one of [E. 0.] Trigg’s par- 
tisan rangers, who was gathering up deserters in the western counties. 
If there was anything of truth in it, my first thought was that the raid 
was meant not for Bristol, but the salt works above this place 18 miles, 
and Captain Larmer could not possibly tell by the march of the enemy 
by Pattonsville where his point of attack would be, nor could any one, 
until he arrived at Estillville. There he would pass Moccasin Gap, in 
the Clinch Mountains, and from that point he might feint upon Bristol 
or Holston Bridge, in Tennessee, while, in fact, his main body might be 
moving on the salt works. At Estillville he could turn up the valley of 
Moccasin Creek or up the valley of Copper Creek, crossing at Osborne’s 
Ford, or he might come up the Eeedy Creek road or up the valley of Hol- 
ston Eiver and take the Poor Valley road. To meet this possible or 
probable move of the enemy, I ordered my battalion of Georgia artillery 
to move from Jeffersonville, in Tazewell County (where it was stationed), 
28 miles, with dispatch, and cover Saltville. This order was executed 
by the evening of the 30th , the information having reached J eftersonville 
by the middle of the day on the 30th. 

I adopted the road from Abingdon to Pound Gap as my line of defense, 
and in front of it, looking westward, all the roads leading to Estillville 
as my lines of observation. I had [H. L.] Giltner’s cavalry regiment at 
Lebanon, in Eussell County. I ordered it to hold its position, throwing 
strong pickets to Eussell Old Court-House, and to Hansonville (10 miles 
on one road and 7 on another), and from these pickets to throw out 
vedettes along the Copper Creek, Moccasin Creek, and Poor Y alley roads, 
leading toward Estillville. I sent from this place a squad of 20 horses 
to Holston Ford, 7 miles back, with orders to communicate with the 
pickets at Hansonville, and at the same time to throw vedettes down 
the river road leading to Estillville. The mounted battalion of [Maj. 
Y. A.] Witcher [Thirty-fourth Virginia], then at Chatham Hill, in Smyth 
County, I ordered to move via Saltville and down the Poor Valley 
until it came to the Abingdon road, leading to Pound Gap, taking its 
station there just to the south of Little Moccasin Gap. By these 
arrangements I manned a line of 28 miles from Abingdon, and made 
reconnaissance of all the roads leading from Estillville toward that 
line, while I brought my mounted forces within supporting distance of 
each other, ready to concentrate upon whichever road the enemy 
might be approaching. 

[Col. 0.] Slemp’s regiment of infantry (about 600 strong) was within 
2 miles of Bristol. [Iaeut. Col. E. F.] Clay’s [Third Kentucky] battalion 



97 


CHAP, xx xn .] caeter’s raid into e, tenn. and sw. va. 

of mounted rifles (300) was at the Three Springs, in 5 miles of Bris- 
tol, on the Eeedy Creek road, where the main road to Abingdon and 
that to Bristol fork. [Major] Johnson’s battalion of mounted rifles (250) 
was at Kingsport, or its vicinity, 7 miles from Big Moccasin Gap, and 
about 17 miles from Bristol. Johnson himself was in Abingdon on busi- 
ness that night. I telegraphed to Bristol, to Colonel Slemp, immediately 
what I had heard, and directed him to send a courier to Clay (3 miles 
from him), with orders to scout the roads leading from Estillville to- 
ward Bristol, and that they should co-operate to resist the approach of 
the enemy toward Bristol, keeping me informed at once of all they ascer- 
tained as to his route and purposes. I directed Major Johnson to repair 
that night to Kingsport, and draw his force back in the direction of 
Bristol until he formed a junction with Clay. I hoped by this arrange- 
ment to have my forces disposed to meet the enemy whichever way he 
came, and to hold him in check until I could re-enforce at his point of 
assault, so as to repulse or capture him. This diagram will give you an 
idea of the relation of places and dispositions : 



I sent, by telegraph, to Wytheville for Jeffress’ and Davidson’s bat- 
teries to be moved to Abingdon by rail (guns, carriages, and harness) 
that night. I had at Abingdon about 400 infantry, under Colonel [H.] 
Hawkins. All the dispositions I have written so much to describe I 
made before I slept, after receiving Larmer’s dispatch. 

December 30.— This morning I found that the agents of the railroad 
had started the rolling stock of the company from Bristol about 3 o’clock 
in the morning, with Government stores that were in Bristol, and had 
run them to Abingdon for safety. I approved the proceecBng, and ex- 
pressed my gratification that the cars were just in place should 1 find 
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it proper to re-enforce the troops at Bristol, which, I stated, I expected 
I should have to do during that day, after I could hear from the coun- 
try as to the direction of the enemy, and that I should, at all events, 
desire to send ammunition to Bristol, which I at once directed my ord- 
nance officer to place on the cars. 

By 10 a. m. the scouts from the Abingdon road to Pound Gap reported 
that the Estillville roads in front of their line had been scouted for 
some 8 or 10 miles, and no enemy appeared in that direction. Slemp 
telegraphed me that Glay was observing the enemy, and that he had 
turned off to Blountsville, which was in 9 miles of Bristol. Johnsoti 
communicated that he had passed Olay^s camp, making for his own, 
before day, and had come upon the enemy in front of Olay’s pickets ; 
had shot a sergeant and captured two prisoners with his little party, but 
that he was cut oft‘ from Kingsport and could not get to his camp, and 
that the enemy at day-dawn was making for Blountsville, said by the 
prisoners to be from 2,600 to 3,000 strong, composed of Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania, Michigan, Kentucky, and Tennessee [troops], under General Garter, 
of Tennessee. I immediately ordered Hawkins to move to the railroad 
depot at Abingdon his 400 infantry, and embark on the cars at once for 
Bristol. I telegraphed Slemp to resist the enemy, and he should be re- 
enforced within an hour. 

Hawkins reached the depot by 11 a. m., when, to my utter surprise, I 
learned the cars had all left Abingdon and had returned to Bristol about 
9 o’clock. I directed the telegraphic operator to tele^aph for their im- 
mediate return, to transport troops to Bristol from Abingdon. An hour 
and a half elapsed, when the operator handed me a dispatch to him from 
a Mr. [W. S.] Minor, the railroad agent at Bristol : 

Does General Marshall order the cars to Abingdon ? If so, let him say how many 
troops he wishes to transport. 

I give the substance, possibly not the exact words, of this dispatch. 
Answered immediately by telegraph : 

General Marshall orders the immediate return of cars to transport 400 men from 
Abingdon to Bristol. 

Another hour and a half passed, and then came this dispatch : 

If General Marshall wants the cars at Abingdon, he wiU have to confer with the 
general superintendent at Lynchburg. 

This was done as soon as the telegraph could do it ; and now wasthe 
first time I was aware that my original request had not taken that direc- 
tion. Mr. [T.] Dodamead telegraphed to me that the cars should be sent 
from Bristol immediately, and that he had not received my dispatch of 
the night before until 10 a. m. that day, but that cars were then (2 p. m.) 
loading my artillery on board at Wytheville. 

I repaired to the depot in person in about an hour, with my staff, to go 
to Bristol. Slemp telegraiihed that the enemy had taken the direction 
of Union from Blountsville with a part of his force. I then saw he was 
making for Holston Bridge. I could not arrive in time to stop him. The 
cars did not come from Bristol until after dark, and my men had been 
waiting to go since 11 a, m. We reached Bristol after 11 o’clock at night, 
and learned that the enemy had crossed the Holston, burned the bridge, 
captured the guard at Union, and had gone before sundown westward, 
toward the Watauga Bridge, and, doubtless, had destroyed that also, 
and was, when last heard from, going west. 

Before leaving Abingdon I had sent a courier to Colonel [H. L.] Gilt- 
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ner, and to the officer commanding Witcher’s battalion, for both to mov< 
immediately to Bristol. My artillery arrived from Wytheville at Bristo 
as soon as 1 did, but not the horses, which had been started on the nigh 
of the 29th by land. The damage to the bridges was done. It conic 
have been avoided, and would have been, had the railroad agents fur 
nished the cars to send my infantry forward. It rained hard all tha 
evening. 

I learned, on arriving at Bristol, that the enemy had cut the telegrapl 
wires leading west, on his reaching there that dav (the 30th). I learnec 
further that the telegraph operator, Mr. [J. 0.1 Duncan, had the nigh- 
before (29th) refused to let Captain [T. W.W.] Davies, the commandan 
of the post at Bristol, communicate to General Smith, at Knoxville, th< 
letter or substance of my dispatch to Colonel Slemp until it should be th< 
pleasure of Colonel Slemp to make it known, as it was a rule that th< 
contents of private dispatches should not be made known until it wa; 
done by the party to whom addressed. Slemp was 2 miles out of town 
Duncan was positive. A courier was sent to Slemp to obtain his per 
mission, though the moments were precious, if force was to be sentfron 
Knoxville to the bridges to strengthen the guards. Before the courie 
got back from Slemp’s camp, Duncan had left his office and had hid his in 
strument working westward, and neither he nor his instrument coul( 
be found until next morning, after the enemy had reached the telegrapl 
wire and had cut, off the connection with Knoxville. I inquired a, 
to Mr. Duncan’s sentiments, and was told that he was well known as j 
Union man. I ordered his arrest immediately, and felt very much lik< 
arresting Minor also, but did not. General Smith, I understand, ha 
released Duncan, which, under the circumstances, I consider a ver; 
grave mistake, for, if such a case goes unpunished in East Tennessee 
we shall have plenty of such cases. I supposed he was in this depart 
ment. Major-General Jones suggested to me his release, because the; 
said they could not work the railroad without the operator of the tele 
graph at Bristol. I refused to release him, and ordered the operator a 
Abingdon to repair to Bristol, which he did. It was discovered tha 
Duncan did not live in this department, and General Elirby Smith, i 
appears, released him after I left Bristol. It is proper you should b 
apprised of this whole state of facts. I [have] no interest in the resul 
beyond the public good. I have never seen Duncan, and never heaD 
of him before December 30. 

December 31 found me at Bristol 5 the enemy’s whereabouts unknowr 
The picket of cavalry at Union reported that at 11 a. m. he was encampe< 
at 3 miles from Union, between the Holston and Watauga, but appeared 
to be preparing to move. I ordered Captain [W, W.] Baldwin, in com 
mand of a squadron of Partisan Bangers, to move to Blountsville, an< 
thence to watch the road from Carter’s Depot to Eongsport, and to repor 
promptly every movement of the enemy. 

By 2 p. m. Giltner’s regiment of Kentucky cavalry entered Bristol 
having come from Lebanon since midnight-^50 men. I should hav 
said that I ordered [Thomas] Johnson’s camp at Kingsport to be brokei 
up, and his train to move last night to the Three Springs, so as to ge 
behind our forces. Three companies of Johnson’s men came in about 1 
o’clock to-day. Clay’s men a good deal fagged from active scouting fo 
the past thirty-six hours. In a short time after Giltner’s arrival. Cap 
tain Baldwin reports from Blountsville that the enemy has encamped, n 
force of about 500, at Hull’s, 4 miles from BlountsviUe, on the Jones 
borough road, and is now there, feeding. The picket from Union report 
that the enemy has moved, and seems to be taking the direction 0 



100 KY., MID. AKD E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap. sxxn. 

Blountsville. The’road up Beaver Creek comes from HulPs directly to 
Bristol, without passing by Blountsville, thus : 



Huirs. Bristol. 

There is a country road (a by-path) leading from HulPs across the 
country to the Kingsport road ; thence crossing Eden^s Bidge, at Shea- 
ver’s Falls, into the road leading out to Estillville, by Moccasin Gap. 

A second and a third dispatch from Captain Baldwin informs me the 
enemy is encamped at HulFs, though it is believed a part of his force 
has gone to Kingsport to destroy Johnson’s camp. The force of the 
enemy is reported everywhere at from 1,700 to 2,500. If 1 move upon 
Blountsville to intercept his passage by that place, he may move from 
HulPs to Bristol by a diiferent road; so while I go out to catch him, he 
may come in and catch me. If I move all upon him at HulPs, he clearly 
passes off at Moccasin Gap and escapes. I give my own reflections as 
to the situation. 1 determine to move my whole infantry force, with a 
section of artillery, to Blountsville la.te in the evening; to retain my 
mounted force until the cars come in, so as not to uncover Bristol until 
a force I expect from Salem shall have arrived. 

At 7 p. m. Baldwin reports from Blountsville that he has reconnoitered 
the country around that place, and the enemy is still in camp at HulPs, 
though some 1,500 of his force have crossed the Eden’s Eidge. Capt. J. 
G. Bedford, who was on picket at Union, reports at 7.15 o’clock that he 
has crossed from Union to Blountsville, and the enemy has taken the 
direction of Kingsport without coming to Blountsville. I thought it was 
now plain that it was a race between us for Moccasin Gap, and that if he 
had gone by Kingsport^ — making a detour of some 6 miles to the west 
of the gap, in order to rescue the 30 East Tennesseeans we had captured 
the day before in trying to go to Kentucky, and some 8 or 10 of his cav- 
alry my men had picked up — I could gain the gap before him with my 
mounted force, and check him until my infantry and artillery could come 
up and make the engagement definitive between us. My whole mounted 
force was advanced rapidly to Moccasin Gap, passing my infantry and 
artillery at midnight at Blountsville, and gained Moccasin Gap (19 miles 
from Bristol) before daylight on the 1st. I saw the force from Salem 
arrive in the cars at Bristol, put Colonel [Ambrose G.] Dunn in command, 
and, with my mind easy about Bristol, rode on to Blountsville, put my 
infantry and artillery en route for the gap. and passed on myself to the 
cavalry force, which I was now informed had reached the "gap before 
the enemy. Scouts from the direction of Kingsport come in early this 
New Year’s morning, who tell me the enemy entered Kingsport after 
night and stopped awhile, but again moved in the night, and had taken 
down the south side of the Clinch Eange, in the direction of Eogersville, 
Tenn. 

There are several gaps practicable for cavalry to lead over within 12 
miles of Kingsport; so, resting my infantry and artillery to hold Moc- 
casin Gap, I took all my mounted force and took down the north side of 
the same range, intending to meet the enemy should he try the experi- 
ment of leading over the mountains, and to intercept his egress, if pos- 
sible, by whatever route he might go. Passing Estillville, 2 miles be- 
hind Moccasin Gap, I took the road to Speer’s Ferry (where the enemy 
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had crossed to Ciincli River as he came in), and reached it, crossed, and 
went on to within 4 miles of Pattonsville by midnight. I learned that 
one road led directly up the valley of the Clinch, another from Sneeds- 
ville passed up Stock Creek. I had now x^assed both of these, and I 
should feel very silly if the enemy, taking one of these, should cross my 
trail behind me and x^ass over to the road from Estillville to Gladesville. 
He could cross the Clinch at Kyle’s Ford (some 14 miles below me), and 
take either of the roads I have named, or he could take up the North 
Fork of the Clinch and pass out at Pattonsville, a point 4 miles in front 
of my present position ; or he could pass out by Stickleyville, 12 miles 
in front of my then position 5 but where he was or where he intended 
to go I had not ascertained. My men had ridden all the night before: 
Giltner’s regiment had been in the saddle forty-eight hours. The men 
had had but once anything to eat, such as they could get in passing 
Estillville, and the x^oor fellows were sleeping on their horses as we rode 
along. 1 halted in the woods at midnight to let the men sleep until 
dawn. Ill a short time scouts came in, who informed me that the enemy 
had crossed the mountains at War Gap, and had crossed the river 12 
miles below Speer’s Ferry, and at 8 p. m. was encamped. He had crossed 
at Kyle’s Ford. 

It turned out the enemy did not pass the War Gap, but through Loo- 
ney’s Gap (lower down) ; that he did not cross Clinch River that night, 
but encamped for a time to rest 4 miles from the river. He crossed 
Kyle’s Ford before day, and reached Hunter’s Gap by 12 o’clock on 
January 2. There he was fired on by some of Larmer’s men, and from 
that point was troubled by bushwhackers. I rested until dawn, sup- 
posing the enemy to be in camp, and, not knowing wiiat road he would 
take, I ordered my infantry to move forward to Speer’s Perry by rapid 
march, and, if the enemy did not come that way, to come on to Pattons- 
ville, which was 20 miles from Estillville. 

I moved at dawn to Pattonsville, and there I was informed that Jones- 
ville was occupied by 400 infantry, with some artillery, and two companies 
of cavalry, which had been sent up from Cumberland Gap, only 35 miles 
from Jonesville. I detached my son’s (John J. Marshall) company [I, 
Fourth Kentucky Cavalry] from Giltner’s regiment, and sent it down 
the North Fork of Clinch to find out the trail of the enemy, and, if h€ 
was coming up by Pattonsville, to dispatch to me ; if he passed through 
Hunter’s Gap, to harass his rear and follow him to Jonesville, and that 
I would move the rest of the force on the arc to Jonesville, now distant 
20 miles. I crossed Powell’s Mountain (north side sleek with ice), entered 
Stickleyville; no news. Sent forward Lieutenant [J. N.] Gibson with 
10 men to Jonesville, to let the force there know I was near and coming, 
should the enemy attack it. Arrived at Powell River, 8 miles from 
Jonesville; received a dispatch from Gibson that he heard heavy firing 
in the direction of Hunter’s Gap ; put my whole force to a trot. Gibsor 
again dispatched at miles from Jonesville that the firing continued 
heavy, and he heard artillery. I ordered our speed to increase, if pos- 
sible. Arrived at 1 mile from Jonesville ; met Gibson, who informed 
me the enemy had entered the town unknown an hour since, having 
prisoners in charge, and now occupied the town in force. I ordered 
Olay to open the attack at once. Giltner was now at least 2 to 3 miles 
behind, his horses so fagged that they could not make the speed, foi 
they had marched 105 miles from Lebanon. The rifles dismounted and 
formed in about 300 yards of the town, and opened fire at once. Th€ 
enemy was in the streets and massed at the court-house, and on th€ 
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hill to the norfh of the town Giltner came up. On the hill south of the 
town the enemy made his appearance, occupying a thicket. I ordered 
a squadron to deploy as skirmishers and drive him from it 5 promptly 
done. I moved Giltner^s men to a height immediately south, about 250 
yards from the court-house, which was done very promptly, and then 1 
ordered the corps to advance into the village. The enemy sounded 
“boots and saddles’’ on his bugles, and left the village immediately. 
My skirmishers passed across the village, and over the hill to the north 
of it until they struck the woods, and penetrated them until they came 
to what is called the Harlan road, leading to Harlan County, Kentucky. 
I had by this time learned in the town that the enemy had passed a large 
part of his force west of the village, through the farms of Widow Pardoe 
and Mr. Mildowu, and learned that the front of his column was probably 
by that time at the gap. The moon was now shining 5 the road was un- 
known to me ; it lay between slopes and heavy ridges, and these heavily 
timbered with strong black-jack undergrowth, and I saw nothing for 
such a pursuit against a force far heavier than my own but the loss of 
valuable men without a single compensating consequence. They could 
have shot my men down from the brushy slopes without giving us any 
chance. I refused to order them into ambush after ambush, and there- 
fore gave up the chase. 

Kext day I rode out to the gap and examined the road, and congratu- 
lated myself that I had not attempted the pursuit any farther. If you 
have been interested enough to read this, you have the detailed and 
distinct view of the whole affair ftom beginning to end. We made them 
abandon some 7 horses and we gathered in some 10 prisoners. 

They marched oh the 3d in the morning from the other side of Crank’s 
Gap in the direction of Harlan Court-House, the talk in their camp being 
that it would take them some seven or eight days to get back to their 
camp at PercyviUe, Ky. I left my infantry and "artillery at Jonesville, 
for I ordered it, when I heard of firing near Hunter’s Gap, to move from 
Pattonsville, so as to get in the enemy’s rear, should I engage him near 
Hunter’s Gap, as I supposed would be the case, and it was then moved 
on to Jonesville. Having no tents or camp equipage along for any part 
of the force, we occupied the vacant houses and stores of the old village. 
1 ordered the mounted force to commence its return to this quarter on 
the 4th, and left, myself, on the evening of that day. 

On the 6 th, at Estill\^e, 1 received a dispatch from Major-General 
Jones that Lieutenant-General Smith apprehended an attack on Cumber- 
land Gap, and desired all my available force to remain in that section. 
I ordered my mounted force back to Lee, and to forage, if it could, in 
the direction of Cumberland Gap, while I came here to make some ar- 
rangements to supply it with things necessary to the preservation of the 
men from death by starvation or ftom cold. 

It is proper to remark that my cavalry was posted near Kingsport a 
month since, because it could be foraged there easily, and the post was 
just that at winch protection would be afforded to those bridges and to 
Bristol, but Briga^er-General [H.] Heth ordered them out of his depart- 
ment, threatening to arrest the ofhcers if they procured corn from Ten- 
nessee, and that was the reason they were away when the enemy came 
and destroyed the bridges. Had they been allowed to forage where I 
put them, they would all have been just in the place to meet the enemy 
as he came in. I should be explicit that no force was there from Cumber- 
land Gap, and that garrison had paid no attention to their presence in 
the country. 
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I have digressed into a long detail apart from the subject in which I 
proposed to write, and shall reserve my views of policy for another 
paper, which I will write without delay. 

Yours, truly, &c., 

H. MAESHALL. 

[President Davis.] 

[Indorsements.] 

Jai^va^y 12, 1862. 

Secretary of War will please show this to Lieutenant-General Smith. 
The conduct of the railroad agent and of the telegraphic operator re- 
quires notice. 

J. D. 

General Marshall’s charge that I committed a grave mistake in releas- 
ing Operator [ J . 0.] Duncan is without foundation. I declined releasing 
Duncan until General Marshall’s charges should be received. I have 
taken no action in the matter. In passing through Bristol I found that 
the commander of the post had extended the limits of Duncan’s arrest 
to the town. The commanding officer (General [A.] Grade, jr.) at Cum- 
berland Gap at the time of the raid reported only about 1,400 effective 
(infantry). A demonstration, at the time being made in his front, and 
six regiments being reported on march to attack him, I directed him not 
to endanger the safety of his post by detaching too large a force from 
his command. 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

Limtenant’ General. 


JONESVILLE, Va., January 31, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to state that your note of the 13th instant, cov- 
ering a letter from Maj. Isaac B. Dunn to Mr. [J. E.] Tucker, was deliv- 
ered to mie while I was en route for this place. I required of my subaltern 
officers to make reports of the movements of their commands having 
relation to the late raid into this country by a force under General [S. P.] 
Carter, and I have now the satisfaction to submit •them herewith. As 
my action in relation to the same affair has been made the subject of 
public criticism by persons wholly uninformed of the facts, as well as by 
others whose desire to pervert the facts is unmistakable, I have con- 
cluded, as it is in my power to do so, to lay before you all the dispatches, 
orders, and information which from time to time were given or received 
by me, so that, with these before him, the President may form his own 
judgment upon the points to which it has been his pleasure, through 
you, to direct my attention. I shall by the same means best answer the 
allegations of malevolence, and blunt the shaft of impertinent criti- 
cism, or enable those who seem sedulous to hold my action up to cen- 
sure, to justify, from my own mouth, their animadversions. 

On the night of December 29,1862, being at Abingdon, Ya., I received, 
between 9 and 10 p. m., the following telegraphic dispatch : 


Pattonsvilubs, Scott County, Va., 

December 29, l€fe2 — 12 m. 


General [Humphrey] Marshall: 

There are 4,000 cavalry of the enemy marching on Bristol, 
of Bristol at 1 p. m. to-day. 


They were in 45 miles 

S. P. LARMEE, 

Captain. 


My first thought was tha.t if the telegram was true at all, it was not 
possible for Captain Larmer to know where such a force of the enemy 
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intended to strike by merely seeing them pass Pattonsviile going in the 
direction of Bristol. It was not certain if 4,000 cavalry had passed Pat- 
tonsviile that it was the only column in the State of Virginia. I knew 
that from Pattonsviile the column might take any one of half a dozen 
roads that would lead directly to the section of country in which I was 
then located, and that the salt works in Smyth County (18 miles 
above Abingdon and near the railroad) would be an interest at which 
such a force would be most apt to direct its efforts. It might make a feint 
upon Bristol (an unimportant depot) while the main body might move 
rapidly upon Saltville, and in an hour might there do damage that would 
be nearly irreparable. I felt that I owed the duty of taking care that 
no such effect might be produced. My command was at the time much 
scattered. Two of my regiments and a battalion had been detached at 
your own urgent request. I had left a regiment (nearly formed) in Ken- 
tucky beyond the Cumberland Mountains. I had only the representa- 
tives of two infantry regiments left. One of these (the Sixty-fourth Vir- 
ginia) had only been formed about one month by adding a battalion of 
perfectly raw recruits to a battalion which had been in service for a year 
past. I had never seen this regiment since it had taken a regimental 
formation. I had ordered it down to take post in front of Bristol, that 
it might be in a place to be equipped and drilled, and at the same time 
might be transferred rapidly by rail to any point where its services should 
be needed. The other infantry force consisted of six companies of mini- 
mum size, all recruited during my march into Kentucky last summer, 
and which I now had near AWngdon to drill and to afford me a chance 
to swell its numbers to at least the number of companies to make a 
skeleton regiment. A battalion of Georgia artillery, under my com- 
mand, was at Jeffersonville, in Tazewell County, about 500 strong, with 
a battery of twelve pieces. I had a battery of six pieces at Wytheville, 
where it had been placed under directions from your i>redecessor in office. 
Another battery of four pieces was then en route for Eocky Gap, in Bland 
County, by agreement between the major-general and myself. The rest 
of my force was mounted, and had for some time past been moving about 
to find a scanty fo^ge, and to draw it from unwilling owners in every 
part of Southwest Virginia. Srill, it had been required to keep in rela- 
tion to the points of the country demanding defense. I had in Novem- 
ber stationed it to forage near Kingsport, Tenn., but the military au- 
thority commanding that department had ordered the officers to withdraw 
from that department, and, under penalty of arrest, not to take corn or 
other forage or supplies from East Tennessee; and they had furnished 
me with a copy of this order, in the nature of a demand, that it should 
meet my acquiescence. In consequence of this, my mounted force had 
been scattered to hunt forage. The Fourth Kentucky Cavalry had from 
day to day fallen back to Bussell County, Virginia. The First [Third] 
Battalion of Kentucky Mounted Eifles had encamped- near the Three 
Springs, in Washington County, Virginia. Johnson^s battalion of four 
companies still lingered near Kingsport, but was on the eve of starting 
to Kentucky to try to find forage and recruits. Witcher’s battalion of 
Virginia, riflemen (mounted also) had drifted as far east as Chatham 
Hill, in Smyth County, a point on the road from Marion to Jefferson- 
ville, and above the salt works. [Capt. John A.] McFarlane’s com- 
pany of Virginia cavalry was posted at the Eichlands, in Tazewell, to 
observe the approaches from the valley of the Sandy. ^ If you are 
conversant with the geography of this section of the State, you will 
observe from my statement of the facts that at the time of Captain 
Larmer’s telegram my force of less than 3,000 men was dispersed over 
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about 60 miles square, the most of it principally engaged in ti'ying to 
keep from starvation the liorses so necessary to service in this part of 
the Confederacy. I felt extremely embarrassed by tbe condition of 
adairs, but soon arranged in my own mind a theory upon which to 
meet the enemy, to learn his intentions and movements, and to ascer- 
tain the data by which to regulate my own movements. Several offi- 
cers of these commands were in Abingdon that night on business, and 
I had them aroused and summoned to my quarters to receive orders. 

I at once sent to Colonel Slemp. commanding the Sixty-fourth Virginia 
Infantry, in camp 1 mile from Bristol, the following dispatch by tele- 
graph: 

^ „ Abingdon, Va., Deceml)er 29, 1862 — 10 p. m. 

Colonel Slemp: ^ 

I have a dispatch from Larmer that 4,000 of the enemy’s cavalry are marching on 
Bristol, and were within 45 miles of it to-day at 1 p. m. Be on the alert. Commu- 
nicate immediately to Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, at the Three Springs, and direct him 
to throw out scouts to learn the movements of the enemy, which you will immediately 
communicate to me at this place. 

H. I^IARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General. 

Also, I sent to Wytheville the following : 

Abingdon, Ya., JDecemler 29, 1862—10 p. m. 

Captains Jeffhess and Davidson: 

I have just received a dispatch that 4,000 of the enemy’s cavalry were in 45 miles 
of Bristol at 1 p. m. this day, marching on that place. Your batteries must come to 
this place immediately. 

H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General. 

In fifteen minutes I received the following : 

Wytheville, Ya., December 29, [1862.] 

General : Your dispatch received. I shall start the horses by land, and await rail- 
road transportation for the battery, &c. Is this best ? Let me know immediately if 
you can send down any cars. Reply immediately. 

W. C. JEFFRESS, 
Cajgtain^ Commanding Battet'y. 

I instantly returned this reply : 

Captain : Dispatch received. Reserve your harness to come with guns and men. 
Start horses immediately, Davidson’s battery, if at Wytheville, to come also. 

H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General. 

I sent this shortly afterward, referring to same subject : 

Abingdon, Ya., December 29, 1862 — near midnight. 
Mr. Dodamead, I/ynchburgj Va. : 

It is very important to transport Jeffress’ and Davidson’s batteries (ten pieces of 
artillery with caissons and carriages) to Abingdon to-night ; also their companies, 
say 125 men. Can I rely on you to furnish the transportation at Wytheville ? 

H. 3VIARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General. 

I may as well say here that the reply to this dispatch was delivered 
to me next day about 2 p. m., as follows : 

Lynchburg, December 30, [1862.] 

General Humphrey Marshall : 

Message not received until 10 this a, m. Have trains now loadin^at Wy^evffi e. 
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The train aforesaid brought on the batteries the next night to Bristol 
under the following order : 

Special Orders, ? Abingdon, Va., 

No, 1C5. I Decemler 30, 1862 — 6.45 p. m. 

Captain Jeffress^ and Captain Davidson’s batteries, if they arrive at Abingdon to- 
night, will proceed direct to Bristol without delay. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. Marshall, commanding : 

EDWD. O. GUERRANT, 
Assistant Adjutant-Gm&’al, 


On the night of the 29th, after sending the dispatches set forth above, 

I sent to Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones the following telegram : 

Abingdon, Va., Deceniber 29 j 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, Dublin Depot : 

General: Dispatches just received from Captain Larmer, of Trigg’s rangers, from 
PattonsviUe, Scott County, Virginia, announce 4,000 cavalry of the enemy in 45 miles 
of Bristol to-day at 1 p. m., marching on that point. I have ordered my batteries at 
Wytheville to Abingdon, and shall order the Georgia battalion to fall back to Salt- 
ville immediately. A regiment of infantry and a battalion of horse of mine 4 miles 
from Bristol ; one battalion of infantry here ; one regiment of cavalry in front of 
HytePs Gap, cover Saltville. 

H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General, 

I aroused Lieutenaut-Colonel [M. T.] Pryor, of the Fourth Kentucky 
Cavalry, and sent him to his camp that night (29th), distant 22 miles 
from Abingdon, with orders immediately to throw out heavy cavalry 
pickets to Bussell Old Court-House, to Hansonville, and to the moutli . 
of Dump’s Creek, with flying vedettes from those pickets to move some 
8 or 10 miles down the roads leading in the direction of Estillville and 
Osborne’s Ford, on Clinch Eiver, so as to discover, if possible by morn- 
ing, on what road the enemy was in fact moving, and whether his main 
force was threatening Saltville, Lebanon, or Abingdon. He was instructed 
on his arrival at his camp immediately to dispatch a mounted courier 
to Major [A.] Leyden, of the Georgia artillery, at Jeffersonville, with 
orders to conduct his battalion without any delay to Saltville, and to 
take position so as to defend the salt works. At the same time I or- 
dered Maj. Thomas Johnson, of Kentucky, to repair without delay to 
his camp, at Elingsport, Tenn., and to fall back upon Clay’s camp at 
the Three Springs, so as to unite with the troops near Bristol in the de- 
fense of the place and the railroad. Major Witcher’s battalion was at 
Chatham Hill. He was absent on account of wounds, from which he 
had not yet wholly recovered j his ranking captain was in Abingdon 
that night, but could not be found. He was found next morning and 
the following order was delivered to him : 

Abingdon, Va., December 30, 1862. 

Captain Harman will move Witcher’s battalion with all practicable speed via Salt- 
viUe down Poor Valley to the little Moccasin Gap. Arrived there, throw scouts out 
to Hanson’s, and open communication with Giltner. If the enemy is advancing by 
Boyd’s to Russell Old Court-House, let him proceed, but advise me of his approach. 
Reach your post by daybreak to-morrow at least, and inform me when you arrive. 

H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General, 

Thus, sir, you will perceive that, receiving the dispatch from Captain 
Larmer, I had at once advised every one with whom I had any military 
connection of the approach of the enemy before I slept, and had assigned 
to my troops, scattered over nearly 60 miles, the duties which would 
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devolve upon them. To those at Abingdon I gave notice to hold them- 
selves in readiness, and I sent a picket of mounted men from a squad 
waiting at headquarters to Worley’s (at the ford of Holston, 7 miles 
back of Abingdon), with orders to send vedettes down the river road, 
similar to those I have already detailed. My plan, as you will see, was 
to accept Abingdon as my post ; to adopt the road to Pound Gap as my 
line of observation, as it ran transversely to every road leading from 
the direction of Pattonsville to the salt works and the upper country^ 
to throw out my scouts upon those roads, and to learn, before I under- 
took to move, where the enemy was, so that I might mass my disposable 
force in his front. At the same time, by dispositions in the direction of 
Bristol, assumed to be on the other face of the parallelogram that cer- 
tainly embraced the enemy, I observed him in like manner and with a 
similar intent to guide my own future actions. After a full opportunity 
to review what was done, and how it should have been done, I see no 
reason to regret the determinations I made, or how I could have been 
more prompt. 

On the morning of the 30th, hearing that Major-General f J. B.] Floyd, 
of the Virginia State Line, was in Abingdon, and had some force near 
Saltville, I at once addressed him the following note : 

Abingdox, Ya., December 30, 1862. 

Major-General Floyd : 

I think it proper to inform you that I have dispatches which render it more than 
probable the enemy is making a raid in this direction. It will he well to inform your 
forces near Saltville of the fact. It wiU afiord me great pleasure to co-operate with 
you in movements for his arrest and chastisement, to which I think my own force is 
’ probably equal, and our united forces will be ample. 

Respectfully, &c., 

H. MARSHALL, 

Brigadier-General^ Brovisional Army, Confederate States of Ameinca, 

Ascertaining that General Floyd had gone to Saltville, I dispatched 
to him the information I possessed, which he courteously acknowledged 
the same night. I did not telegraph to Knoxville because, my own dis- 
patch coming by Morristown, I did not doubt the same had already been 
communicated to headquarters at Knoxville. This was the case, in fact, 
for the dispatch was sent to both places at the same time, and was re- 
ceived at Knoxville as soon as I received it in another military depart- 
ment. 

Early in the morning I learned that the railroad cars had left Bristol 
in the preceding night about 3 a. m., transporting Government stores 
to Abingdon for safety, and that they were then at Abingdon. I ex- 
pressed to the men who had given me this information, and who brought 
the cars to Abingdon, my gratification that they were at hand, and re- 
quested the conductor to remain, for that during the morning I might 
desire their return to Bristol with ammunition and troops. I under- 
stood him to signify his assent, and, indeed, I did not think it probable 
there would be any inclinatio^n on the part of any of those concerned to 
return to Bristol, unless under my positive orders to do so. At a later 
hour that morning I had a supply of ammunition for Bristol put on those 
cars, and I remember that some one called at my room to say to me that 
the ammunition was aboard the cars, and they were ready to proceed 
again to Bristol, and they wanted to know if I had any other orders. 
I replied to tMs that they should wait a little and I would attend to it, 
for I was at the time busy with dispatches. They did not wait, but left 
for Bristol without my knowledge, and so caused me very serious dis- 
appointment, and prevented me from reaching Bristol at a time when, 
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the probability is, I should have saved the damage to the railroad bridge 
that ensued. As the cars were on hand at Abingdon, I never though 
of asking any one to send them there, and, as those who had them ii 
charge promised to wait my orders, I never thought of asking Mr. [T. 
Dodamead, at Lynchburg, to tell them to do so. I had dispatched hir 
the night before to give me transportation for my artillery, and had r€ 
ceived no reply. By reference to his dispatch you will see he did no 
receive my dispatch until a later hour on the 30th than that at which 
saw the cars at Abingdon from Bristol, and if the telegraph had don 
no better in conveying a dispatch to order those cars to stay than i 
did in procuring cars for my artillery at Wytheville, I should not hav 
attained the object in view, or have been able to avoid the loss. 

On the 30th, about 9 a. m., the following dispatches reached me a 
Abingdon : 

December 30, [1862]— 2.30 a. m. 

General Marshall: 

Information received at 12 o’clock to-night is that the enemy were 10 miles heyon 
Estillville at dark, which is 31 miles from this place. The most reliable informatio 
is that the enemy is 2,000 in number. One man direct from there counted 490 ; sai 
to be a detachment. They could arrive here early in the morning, probably at da;^ 
light. We will have about 500 infantry, and Clay’s battalion; also Johnson’s an 
Giltner’s if they have received the information we sent them by courier. You can we 
see what we are in want of— more men ; but we will fight them with what we hav( 
There ought to be another regiment, at least, here, and I think we could thrash thei 
decently. I would like that you could be here in person. More ammunition i 
wanted — ^musket-cartridges. 

C. SLEMP, 
Colonel, Commanding, 

Also the following : 

December 30, [1862]— 7.30 a. m. 

General Marshall: 

Enemy advancing, I think, to Bristol; cannot tell which road. I caught 3 strag 
glers. Sent 7 miles from camp. Part of three regiments, perhaps 1,500 or 2,00 
strong. 

E. F. CLAY, 

Zieidenan ^- Colonel, Commanding, 

I dispatched this reply to Colonel Slemp : 

Abingdon, Ya., December 30, [1862]— 10 a. m. 

Colonel Slemp: 

Johnson ordered to join Clay. I think the enemy has divided his force, and may b 
trying to get to the salt works or to this place. Throw cavalry scouts well forwarc 
You shall have artillery so soon as it arrives from Wytheville. Eeport every hour t 
me at this place. If attack on Bristol be certain, I will move Hawkins with 400 1 
join you in an hour. 

H. MAESHALL, 
Bngadier- General, 

As the morning advanced, I received the following additional teh 
grams : 

Bristol, Tenn., December 30, 1862—10.30 a. m. 

General Marshall: 

Dispatches from Jonesborough state that courier had arrived, and stated enemy i 
20 miles of this place last night. Three of their scouts were captured last night 1 
miles from here by Clay’s cavalry. 

T. W. W. DAVIES, 

Commanding Poet, 


' ' Bristol, Tenn., December 29 (30 ?), [1862]. 

General Marshall: 


We have 550 infantry and 300 cavalry, 
with canister and shrapnel ? 


Can you send us two pieces of artiUerj 

T. W. W. DAVIES, 

Commanding Poet, 
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Bristol, TE2^]sr., Demnber 30, 1862. 

General Marshall: 

Send ten boxes mnsket-oartridges. Enemy, from best information, turned in th< 
direction of Blonntsville — 1,200 or 1,500 strong. Onr force united,! think, can tak< 
them. Be glad [to have] yonr company. 

C. SLEMP, 

Colonel, 


On receipt of these dispatches, the ammunition was ordered to th< 
cars at Abingdon immediately. XJnfortunately it afforded an excuse foi 
them to return to Bristol without further notice to me. I received tht 
following note from Major Johnson by courier: 

Clay’s Camp, December 30, 1862. 

General Marshall : 

I passed Clay’s camp about 3 o’clock. I proceeded on the Kingsport road. Abon 
7 miles from his camp I met Clay’s pickets dashing back, and they reported the Yan 
kees in pursuit. I rode to the rear ; it was dark, and 3 Yankees rode up and askec 
me if we were the Ninth Pennsylvania Eegiment. I unhorsed 1 ; the other 2 sur 
rendered. I learn from these men there are three regiments ahead of the prisoners 
Of course they are near by. I am cut off from my command. I have no doubt the; 
are marching for Bristol, and can be there by noon. 

THOS. JOHNSON, 

Major, ^c. 


The foregoing was received at 11 a. m. Also the following from Lieu 
tenant-Colonel Clay : 

December 30, 1862—11 a. m. 

I have just received information from Lieutenant [E. T.] Jack (of Johnson’s com 
mand) that the enemy has gone in the direction of Union ; perhaps will go thence t 
Bristol. Force about 1,500. Johnson’s command is near here. Will act together i 
the direction of Union. His command is only about 80 men. I have scouts in al 
directions. 

Lieutenant- Colonel, 


Three Springs— 11 a. m. 

General Marshall : 

Eeliable information. The enemy gone to Union by the Blountsville road. Wi 
he there by 1 o’clock. Major Johnson’s command will act in that direction. 

E. F. CLAY, 

Lieut&nanUColmel , 


The pickets sent out to the Holston Ford brought me now a repoi 
that the enemy was not seen on the roads leading li'om Bstillville in th 
direction of the salt works, and as the above telegrams indicated tha 
his movement was really designed for Bristol or its vicinity, I ordere 
Colonel Hawkins to move his infantry at once to the railroad cars t 
embark for Bristol, intending to transfer my force to the front of th 
enemy. The word soon came to me, to my surprise and mortifleatior 
that the cars had returned to Bristol. I directed the colonel to wait a 
the depot until the cars could be ordered to .return. I was in the teh 
graph office, I think, at the time ; if not, I was in its immediate vicinitj 
and requested the telegraph operator to dispatch immediately to hav 
the cars returned from Bristol to transport my troops to that point, 
waited a considerable time before I received any reply. MeanwhUe th 
following arrived : 

December 30, [1862.] 


General Marshall : 

Out pickets were driven in by tbe enemy’s pickets 
Our pickets just here at 12 o’clock. 


1 mile tbis side of Blonntsville 

C. SLEMP. 

Colonel, 
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General Marshall : 

Enemy reported within 3 miles of this place ; have moved out to meet him. Send 
ns re-enforcements and ammunition. Detachment is reported moving on Holston 
Bridge. Johnson’s command is on the path. 

T. W. W. DAVIES, 

Commanding JPost 

I was now most anxious, as I had at 12.15 p. m. received the follow- 
ing from Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, in reply to mine of the preceding 
night : 

Dublin, Tenn., JDeceml&i' 30, 1862. 

General Marshall : 

Your telegram this instant received. Presume you have given the officers command- 
ing the troops in 4 miles of Bristol [notice?] of the movements of the enemy on that 
point, with the necessary directions for uniting them. If you have not done so, do it 
immediately. Send the battalion of infantry from Wytheville to Bristol, and go there 
yourself, assume command, and make the best disposition you can for the defense of 
the place. I will send you 500 or 600 of Jenkins’ men (dismounted). Telegraph 
promptly all the information you get. 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 

Expecting the return of the train from Bristol every minute, I received 
the following from the telegraphic operator, I think : 

Bristol, Tenn., JDecemler 30, [1862.] 

G. Keller: 

Does General Marshall order trains? If so, answer at once, and say how many 
troops to come. 

W. S. MINOR. 

Now, for the first time in my life, did I know such a being existed as 
Mr. Minor. I learned he was the railroad agent at Bristol, having charge 
of the trains. This dispatch to Mr. Keller, who, I suppose, is the railroad 
agent at Abingdon, is evidently the answer to the first request I made to 
have the trains returned. It was of the first importance they should come 
at once, and then understanding that the man only wanted to know if 
it was my order they should come, I dispatched him as follows : 


Abingdon, Va., December 30, 1862. 

W. S. Minor, Agent, Bristol, Tenn. : 

Send me cars immediately to transport 500 men and 8 horses. 

* ‘ H. MARSHALL, 

Brigadier-General. 

There was another long interval before a reply came, and then I re- 
ceived the following : 

Bristol, Tenn., December 30, 1862. 

General Marshall : 

Please communicate with general superintendent at Lynchburg in regard to the cars 
asked for. 

W. S. MINOR. 

And very shortly after I received this from Lynchburg : 

^ , ,, Lynchburg, Va., December 30, 1862. 

•General Marshall: 

You will please address orders to me for transportation. Subordinate .agents have 
no authority to order the movements of trains. You can at once see the propriety of 
this; otherwise collisions might occur. 

T. DODAMEAD. 

Obedient, of course, to the railroad regulations, but intensely anxious 
to get to Bristol, I requested Mr. Dodamead to have tbe goodness to 
order the trains from Bristol, to which he courteously replied : 


I have ordered a train at once from Bristol to take the men from Abingdon. Every- 
thing shall be done to aid the prompt movement of the troops. 


T. PODAMEAD. 
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This dispatch was received at Abingdon at 3 p. m., which marks the 
time which had elapsed since I ordered Colonel Hawkins to wait for the 
return of the train until I obtained by regular approach consent from 
the proper quarter that one should come at once. But the promised 
train did not come until nearly 8 p. m., and after the enemy had burned 
both the bridges and had gone west from the Watauga, and the scouts 
from Union had made the fact known at Bristol, for the scouts returned 
by dark (say 5 p. m.), and then the trains Qame to aid me in the prompt 
movement of the troops.” 

I had received from Colonel Slemp in the afternoon a closing dispatch, 
which gave me quiet upon the point as to whether the enemy had met : 

Bristol, Tenn., December 30, 1862. 

General Marshall: 

Reliable information received 1.30 p. m. states that the enemy are at Union, and 
bridge burning. Clay^s and my command are here ; Johnson is coming. Our strength 
is 900. We will not advance on them until word from you. Their strength supposed 
to be large (3,000). Communication stopped in that direction by telegraph. 

C. SLEMP, 

ColoTielj Commanding, 

Thus, Mr. Secretary, yon will see that to the last, when the enemy had • 
reached the bridge and had burned it, his force was estimated as very 
superior to any I conld command, and you will readily realize the anxiety 
I labored under to get forward to Bristol the limited re-enforcement I 
had to furnish from Abingdon. It was raining all that evening very hard 
indeed. I had been kept in momentary expectation of the arrival of the 
cars from Bristol. It never occurred to my mind that Minor’s dispatch 
to [George] Keller was in the nature of a protest against my authority to 
order the cars, for my mind was only bent on getting the transportation, 
and I supposed the agent would be as anxious as 1 to afford the protec- 
tion to Bristol a re-enforcement would furnish. As to collision, that was 
impossible, for it is only 15 miles from Bristol to Abingdon, and there 
is no stopping-place between. Cars might run the distance in half an 
hour, and one hour from Abingdon should have put the troops at Union. 
Had they been started by 12 o’clock they could have saved the bridge, 
or, at least, could have contested its possession even witha superior force. 

I did all, as it seems to me, I could to get there to bring the required 
relief 5 but, as you see, I tried in vain. 

Before leaving Abingdon on the 30th, I addressed the following order 
to Colonel Giltner by courier : 

Abingdon, Va., December 30, [1862] — 6 p. m. 

Colonel Giltner will move bis cavalry regiment so as to join tbe main body of my 
command before Bristol witbont delay, nniess bis scouts inform him of tbe approach 
of a force of the enemy on tbe road to Lebanon. Leave all baggage behind, except a 
few cooking utensils and ammunition, and burry. This order extends also to WitebePs 
battalion, which communicate to them at or near Little Moccasin Gap. 

’ ■ H. MARSHALL, 

Brigadier-General, 

As my artillery had not arrived from Wytheville, I left an order for 
it to come direct to Bristol that night, which order I have already set 
forth in a former page of this report. I embarked on the cars with the 
troops about 8 p. m., and we arrived at Bristol between 11 and 12 o’clock. 

I was met at the cars by Colonel Slemp, and from him and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Clay I learned the existing state of tbe facts : The enemy had 
gone to Union ; overcome the guard stationed there ; had burned the 
railroad bridge and the county bridge, nearly ; had marched away to 
the Watauga Bridge, 10 miles farther off, aad-had destroyed that struct- 
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ure also before nightfall, and, when last seen, were going west, in the 
direction of the railway. It was not known where he was then or what 
he intended to do. Pickets had been thrown out in every direction from 
Bristol before night, and one company was then on picket duty 10 miles 
from Bristol, at Union. I could learn no more, for they knew no more. 
I could add nothing to the arrangements they had made for the night, for 
they seemed complete, and were correct ; nothing had been overlooked. 

Before I slept, I ordered a courier to be sent to Major Johnson^s camp, 
near Kingsport, Tenn., with an order to break up that camp instantly, and 
for that force, with the baggage and prisoners, to take the Eeedy Creek 
road to Abingdon, and to make good their junction with Clay’s camp, at 
the Three Springs, as soon as it could be done. I impressed on Major 
Johnson the importance of speed. I then thought it not improbable the 
enemy, hearing of that camp, which in his entry he had passed, might go 
from Carter’s Depot to destroy it, release the prisoners my men had taken, 
and make our people prisoners, besides destroying our arms and public 
property. These duties being all discharged, I retired to rest some time 
after midnight. I mention the fact of my retiring because that also has 
been made a subject of impertinent criticism upon my conduct by per- 
. sons who, I suppose, would have had me talk the rest of the night over 
what had been done, and over what should be done on the morrow, with- 
out either they or I knowing that the enemy was then in 30 miles of us, 
or that he would ever be seen again. The train from W y theville brought 
the ten pieces of artillery that night to Bristol, but the horses had not 
arrived with which to manage them. 

Being a stranger to the country in which I might at any moment be 
called to act, the first thing to which my attention was directed in the 
morning was to obtain a room in Bristol where I might see and converse 
with gentlemen in some degree of privacy. In this I failed, but after so 
long a time I secured a room in the hotel, and soon was introduced by 
Col. James Preston to four gentlemen, who, he said, could give me all 
the information I required about the roads and water-courses in that 
section. These were Colonel McClelland, Major Dunn, Mr. Blair, and 
Mr. SuUins, of Jonesborough. I very soon explained to these gentle- 
men what aid they could furnish me, and Messrs. Dunn, and Blair re- 
tired, promising to make me a paper sketch of the country around Bris- 
tol, though they said they were not accustomed to the art of sketching, 
I was much obliged, and then Colonel McClelland agreed to ride to 
Blountsville with a mounted company and observe for me a road which 
was said to lead from a point lower down the Holston than Union, in 
the direction of Kingsport. If the enemy intended to retire by the route 
he came, it was considered probable he might cross the country by that 
road. Colonel McClelland accompanied Captain [W. W.] Baldwin, a 
partisan ranger, whom I found at Bristol with some of his men, to dis- 
charge this duty. I was soon left alone, Mr. Sullins deferring to those 
who had undertaken to furnish me with the topography I needed. The 
locomotive, with a car attached, started, after breakfast, down to the 
point where one of Olay’s companies was on picket. I received the fol- 
lowing dispatch (the first of that day, I think) about 12 o’clock : 

Lieuteuant [E.] Hammond, of Clay^s command, reports Federal camp 3 miles west 
of Union last night, and still there at 11 o’clock to-day. Will move toward Blonuts- 
viUe and for Kentucky. Federal scouts in Union this morning. 

E. HAMMOND, 

Lieutenant, 

I inferred from this report that Mr. [Lieutenant] Hammond was re- 
porting what he had heard at Union as coming from the Federal scouts 
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who were in Union that morning, as he could not otherwise have an 
idea where the enemy, who was in camp at 11 a. m., intended to march, 
and this information was not deemed very satisfactory as a basis for my 
movements. 

The next information I received was about 2 o’clock, from Captain 
Baldwin, at Blountsville. As he addressed me four during the evening, 
I beg to submit them here in order : 


Brigadier-General Marshall: 


Blountsville, Tbnn., Deeemler 31, 1862. 


General : The Yankees are crossing the Blountsville road en route for Elingsport 
and Estillville, and may he intercepted hy way of the Reedy Creek road. 

In haste, 


W. W. BALDWIN, 

Commanding Cavalry, ^’c. 


Appended to the foregoing was the following from one of Major John- 
son’s captains : 

1 win get in front of them, and check them until your men can get upon their rear. 

JNO. T. WILLIAMS. 


Blountsville, Tenn., 
December 31, 1862. (Received 2.30 o^ clock.) 

The Abolitionists are (a portion of them) in camp at Hulls, 4 miles south of this 
place. My company has gone on the Kingsport road for further discoveries. The 
camp at HulPs is on the Jonesborough road. Let me know if you have any force 
moving on the Reedy Creek road. 

Respectfully, 

W. W. BALDWIN, 
Cajgtain, 


(Received about 4 p. m.) 

General Marshall : 

Within you find the report of one of my captains. We are pressing them. For 
God’s sake send aljl your force direct to Kingsport. 

W. W. BALDWIN, 4'C, 

Inside was the following : 

Major Baldwin: 

Sir: They have been crossing the ridge by Sheaver’s, in the direction of Kingsport. 

W. G. GLENN. 

P. S. — The supposition is they are about 2,000 strong, as they have been passing for 
two hours. 


At John L. Shbaver’s, Eden’s Ridge, Tenn., 

December 31, 1862 — 6.45 p. m. 


General Humphrey Marshall: 


After reconnoitering the country around Blountsville, I am fully convinced that 
large portion of the Yankee force is now in camp at Hull’s, 4 miles southwest of 
Blountsville; 1,200 to 1,500 are now, perhaps, in and it is generally be- 

lieved, from their own statements along the way, ib.ir L advanced party is enroute 
for Rogers ville, in view of plundering the bank at that place. I yet think we can 
intercept this force, if your force can reach Kingsport by midnight. 

Respectfully, 

W. W. BALDWIN, 
Commanding Cavalry Scouts, 


P. S.“The force at Hull’s may be moving. If so, they mnst pass this point. I will 
watch their movements and try to keep you advised. 


About the same time I received this last dispatch (near 8 p. m.),' I also 
received the following from Captain Bedford, of Olay’s command, who 
had left Bristol about noon to relieve Lieutenant [E.] Hammond, at ' 
Union. He had passed directly from Union to Bloimtsville, and as he 
8 R I^VOL PT I 
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had neither seen nor heard of the camp at Hull’s, I concluded that Cap- 
tain Baldwin had made a mistake, possibly, as to its existence, and I 
issued to Colonel Giltner immediately the following order : 

December 31, [1862]*— 8 p. m. 

Press on to Blountsville with speed. When arrived there, direct your movements 
by the reports which Baldwin makes. My chief aim is to cut the enemy off from Moc- 
casin Gap ; but, remember, your function is only to harass him until my infantry can 
catch up. 

H. MARSHALL, 

JBrigadier-Genei'al. 

I will observe that, from the time at which Captain Baldwin made his 
first report, I was much at a loss how to understand the movement of 
the enemy by the light of these reports: “The enemy is crossing the 
Blountsville road.” I inferred from that he was making for Moccasin 
Gap. Had he designed going to Kingsport, he would have taken the 
road to Kingsport. He would only cross the Blountsville road (coming 
from Union) if he intended to go to Moccasin Gap, or to get upon the 
Eeedy Creek road and to take that, by which he could go either to the 
one place or the other. Kext came the declaration that he was in camp 
on the Jonesborough road to Blountsville. If so, he was as near Bristol 
as he would be at Blountsville, and could approach it directly by the 
Beaver Creek road. If that was true, it would not do for me to attempt 
pursuit and leave Bristol uncovered, since I was ordered to look to its 
defense. When the third dispatch came, announcing that the enemy 
had been crossing the ridge two hours, I could not tell whether the force 
at Hull’s had gone, nor could I tell that he meant to make for Kingsport, 
as the road he was said to be taking was the very nighest cut he could 
take to Moccasin Gap. When the officer reported him still in camp at 
Hull’s at 6.45 o’clock, I should have hesitated to uncover Bristol had I 
not received Captain Bedford’s dispatch. I had determined early in the 
day that if, in fact, the enemy was intending to retreat, I would try to 
intercept him, and, with the view to a pursuit, had ordered rations for 
four days to be cooked, that our movement might commence at nightfall. 
Considering all I had heard of the sentiments of the population of East 
Tennessee, and the limited experience I had had, I was not disposed to 
let my adversary have access to information as to my movements. If he 
had moved and encamped again, as reported in Captain Baldwin’s sec- 
ond dispatch, he would be there that night, and, by going to Blountsville 
under cover of the night, I should gain his rear. I made no order to 
move or to cook rations until my cavalry arrived (after 2 p. m.). Until 
I was satisfied that the probability was strong that he had not encamped 
at Hull’s, or had left there, I would not give marching orders to the cav- 
alry, though I had already started the infantry and one section of artil- 
lery ,* and, to move this, I had to press horses that evening, as mine had 
not arrived from Wytheville. 

I waited after my force was in motion for several reasons : First, to 
receive the troops promised by General Jones, and to know certainly 
whether they arrived. Second^ because Captain Jeffress’ horses came 
in after nightfall from a day’s journey, and I (vanted them to rest a little 
before they were put again on the road to draw the guns I desired to 
carry with me. Third, because a section of artillery under that officer, 
which I ordered him to prepare and move, would have no other escort 
to Blountsville than myself and staff*, and a signal corps who were with 
me. Your correspondent intimates that he knows, but will not tell, the 
reason I delayed my departure until 1 a. m. of January 1. I was in 
blountsville about the hour he fixes for my departure from Bristol;^ and 
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his pretended concealment of knowledge, I assure you, but discloses to 
my sense the turpitude of his motives in representing as existing some- 
thing he affects to desire to conceal. The reasons for my delay are now 
plainly disclosed, and that delay was not longer than I thought my 
business required, of which I was the sole judge. 

If it was the intention of Major Dunn to intimate that I was intoxi- 
cated, my statement is that the assertion can be proved false, not only 
of that day.and time, but of every other day and time since I held your 
commission, for there is not a more temperate man in the Southern Con- 
federacy than I am and have always been. In this connection, let me 
remark that the same writer comments upon what he calls my “imbe- 
cility.” A long personal acquaintance, both with the President and your- 
self, will enable you to pronounce judgment upon such a charge with 
more propriety than I can. 

I inclose you Major Dunn’s map — ^the result of several hours’ labor — 
which you will perceive places all the points of compass wrong : puts 
Abingdon west of Bristol, and, in a word, is such a production tbat no 
art could explain it. It is possible I may have been inattentive to any 
explanation of a diagram so wrong as it was, though I have no recollec- 
tion of it, as it was my purpose, even if ennuyed^ to remain polite, and 
I am not in the habit of conducting myself otherwise. I leave it to the 
President to judge, however, if my activity in the intelligent discharge 
of my duty slackened. 

Instead of the 1,500 efficient men which it is asserted were at my dis- 
posal, you perceive that, up to 2.30 p. m. on the 31st, I had a force as 
follows : 


Sixty-fourth Virginia Infantry 373 

Fifth Kentucky [Infantry] 310 

683 

Clay^s Mounted Rifles - 250 

Johnson’s Mounted Rifles - 100 

350 

Total 1,033 


Making a total about equal to Colonel Slemp’s estimate of 900, though 
the company on picket should be subtracted, as it was 10 miles from 
Bristol. After 2.30 p. m. of the 31st, add Giltner, and we have a total 
of some 1,400 or 1,500 of all arms. 

I submit, respectfully, that in the state of my information it was my 
duty not to leave Bristol sooner than I did, and it was proper, after a 
ride of 37 miles through mud and rain, to have let my cavalry horses 
feed before I commenced a pursuit. How effective that cavalry was, I 
leave you to judge upon the plain statements of Colonel Giltner that 
his men were in the saddle the night of the 30th and 31st, and in that 
time (forty hours) never ate, and traversed 66 miles over deep, bad 
roads in the winter, in a mountain land. When I was at Bristol, before 
starting on the night of the 31st, I did not know what route the enemy 
would take. Major Witcher had arrived in person, but not his bat- 
talion. I directed him to return that night to Little Moccasin Gap, and 
lead his battalion to the defile at Hanging Eock, 3 miles from Osl^rne’s 
Ford, so that, if the enemy tried to turn to the right at Estillville and 
to go by the ford over to the Pound Gap road, he might check him. I 
did not know I could intercept him before he would reach that point. 
If the enemy did not approach the ford next morning, Major Witcher 
was t>o lead his battalion dowp tfee north side of Clinch Eiver and joiq 
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me. At the same time I started a reliable messenger to Kentucty with 
orders to Col. Ben [B.] Caudill, at Whiteshurg, to man Pound Gap, Stone 
Gap, and all the other mountain gaps along his front, and to resist the 
egress of the enemy, and to say that I would be near and approaching. 

After crossing SheavePs Bulge, the enemy kept on to Kingsport. He 
could have turned to the right at several places after that and have 
passed through Moccasin Gap. When I was in Blountsville, everybody 
there supposed of course he had gone to Moccasin Gap, and lamented 
our inability to reach the gap before him. I knew no reason for him to 
go by Kingsport. If he meant to go out at the Moccasin Gap, it was only 
a detour of about 8 miles to go by Kingsport and then to return into the 
gap, for they are only 7 miles apart. His only motive to go by Kings- 
port that I could imagine would be to strike at Major Johnson’s camp 
and to release some prisoners taken by my men the day before. I took 
the chance if he had made this detour of reaching Moccasin Gap in 
advance of him. I occupiedL it by 4 a. m. on January 1. He had passed 
Kingsport that night and had taken down the south side of the Clinch 
Eange. 

Colonel Giltner is mistaken as to the hour of my arrival at Estillville, 
'though possibly not as to the time when he first saw me there. I was at 
Estillville at dinner-time, and rode into town with his scout, returning 
from Kingsport, from whom 1 learned the direction the enemy had taken. 
Clay and Johnson had moved when I reached there, so that I infer the 
young officer had reported, and I came in with a squad from his party 
which had lagged behind. I sent word for my mounted men to halt 
until the rear came up, because there were bridal-gaps over the mount- 
ains a few miles from Estillville, and the enemy might have passed 
over those, and would turn successfully upon 300 or 350 men and whip 
them, if beyond supporting distance from the remainder of my force. 
Besides, I had given no authority to Colonel Giltner to direct the move- 
ments of the corps he had ordered to march. Presuming at Estillville the 
enemy would cross the Clinch Eange below me, and might try to go out 
on the Lee County border somewhere, I at once dispatched Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pridemore, a native of Scott County, to the front, with direc- 
tions to rouse the country people, and to dispatch a courier from Jones- 
ville to Cumberland Gap, so as to let the force there know the situation 
and to request their co-operation, and to have word sent forward to block 
up the mountain passes. I urged on him to go to Jonesville that night 
and dispatch the courier instantly thence to Cumberland Gap. 

I pressed on now to the Clinch Eiver, at Speer’s Ferry (the point the 
enemy had crossed coming in), and, finding my cavalry in bivouac, or- 
dered the whole forward. I passed over two roads, one leading up the 
Clinch from Kyle’s Ford (some 25 miles below), the other from Sneeds- 
ville. I thought the enemy might double and pass out behind me, for 
now I did not know where he was, save that I was on one side of a 
mountain range and he on the other. 

Before midnight I met Lieutenant-Colonel Pridemore returning. He 
had advanced as far as Patton sville, and there learned that the news I 
wished to convey had gone already 5 that the movement of the enemy 
on the south side was known, and that the country people (it was told 
him at Pattonsville) had that day felled trees across the road on the 
north side of Powell’s Mountain, so as to obstruct passage in the direc- 
tion of Jonesville; that I was blockaded as well as the enemy. 1 then 
determined to halt until daylight. It was intensely cold, and my men 
were very much exhausted, some of them being in the saddle now for 
the third night, 
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I waited until light. Before light, scouts came to me with the informa- 
tion that the enemy had crossed the Clinch Mountains and the river at 
War Gap, and were encamped at 9 p. m. 15 miles below Speer’s Perry. 
My conclusion was, then, that he would rest also until day, and that his 
course would not before be determined. It was quite plain he was at a 
center to travel the radius and I the arc of a circle ; that he had half a 
dozen ways to go out, and that, if I was not very watchful, I should not 
intercept him. I ordered my infantry and artillery forward. 

On the morning of January 2, 1 moved to Pattonsville, where another 
road by which he could pass out crossed my path, and there I learned 
that 400 infantry and two companies of cavalry from Cumberland Gap 
had taken position at Jonesville, and that the forces from that quarter 
were co-operating to prevent his egress. I thought the prize was nearly 
sure. I detached Captain Marshall’s cavalry company, with orders to 
move down the I^Torth Pork of the Clinch as low as Blackwater; thence, 
if the enemy had gone into Hunter’s Gap, to harass his rear, and so on 
to Jonesville. I sent forward Lieutenant Gibson with 10 men to Jones- 
ville (now 20 miles), to inform the force there of my approach, and to 
procure rations for my men, if possible (Giltner’s regiment had not eaten 
a morsel since the day before at 2 p. m.). The north side of Powell’s 
Mountain was partially obstructed by a few trees cut across the road, 
but more so from being very hard frozen and becoming sleek under the 
horses’ feet. We led down it, passed on, and at 8 miles from Jonesville 

1 received a dispatch from Lieutenant Gibson that there was heavy and 
continuous firing in the direction of Hunter’s Gap, on the direct road 
from Eogersville to Jonesville, and some 4 or 5 miles south of Jones- 
ville. I ordered my force forward to Jonesville as rapidly as possible, 
all at a brisk trot and many in a gallop. Clay and Johnson were some 

2 miles ahead of Giltner. I pressed on between them. At about 3 miles 
from town another dispatch from Lieutenant Gibson, written at 1 mile 
from town, announced the continuance of the firing, and that artillery 
was heard. I knew the enemy had none, and was certain it had come 
up from Cumberland Gap, and that a brave band from that garrison 
(which was only 33 miles off) were gallantly resisting the superior force 
of our enemy. I congratulated myself that our toil would be crowned 
with success at last and the insolence of our foe would be punished. At 
1 mile from town I met Lieutenant Gibson with the information that the 
enemy had possession of Jonesville, and had a good number of prison- 
ers with them. I asked for the fbrce which had engaged them, what 
also of the artillery, where the Cumberland Gap men had gone to, but 
could get no satisfactory response. I ordered my attack on the town 
to open at once, for it was now near sundown. My Eifles (dismounted) 
went into action deployed on a hill cast of the village, but within rifle 
range of the court-house. Giltner came up, and I deployed a part of his 
force on the south side of the village, at about 100 yards from the main 
street. The enemy was now plainly visible on the hill by the academy, 
on the northwest side of the village, formed in line some 400 strong. 
Villagers declared he was flanking me on both sides, and I made some 
detachments to ascertain the falsity of their apprehensions. I ordered 
both my lines forward, heard the enemy’s bugle-call to the saddle, and 
my men under Giltner followed to the Harlan road. The enemy was 
mounted. Our horses were outside the village, some of them nearly a 
mile. The distance to be traversed to the gap was 4 mfles. I learned 
that the front of the enemy had passed the village an hour or more when 
we arrived and commenced firing. It was now night, but moonlit par- 
tially. Beyond the town the clearings are small, the timber heavy, the 
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lindergrowlTi tTiick of black-jack, scrubby oak, and chestnut 5 ground 
broken 5 two or three heavy ridges to be crossed and narrow vales. I 
had never seen it. Deployment would be impracticable at night and 
the situation most inviting for ambuscades. The enemy would in an 
hour be out of Virginia. He had the position on me, and I desisted from 
further pursuit, as I am sure I should have done, and with my present 
knowledge of the country should, under the same circumstances, do again. 
As I was returning from Jonesville, I received a dispatch from Major- 
General Jones and another from Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, asking me 
to make pursuit, the latter dated at Knoxville on the day after the enemy 
passed into Kentucky. 

Thus I have at great length submitted all I have io represent touching 
the raid of the enemy into our country. I think, upon a review of my ac- 
tion, the President will find that if success inovertakingand punishing the 
enemy was not achieved, it was not for the want of effort upon my part or 
of the troops I command. My infantry marched 70 miles in some sixty 
hours over bad roads, mountains, and rivers, and my cavalry pressed 
night and day on the track of the loe, as I think has not frequently been 
done before in the vc^ar. I have felt that it was better to bear in silence 
the shafts of impotent and ill-natured criticism, when basing its attacks 
on false premises, than to make our combinations, forces, and views 
known to a vigilant enemy by dissertations and defenses before the tri- 
bunal of the press, which has no jurisdiction over the subject-matter. 
When you call me forward, I make my report, abstaining from all that my 
feeling of indignation might dictate to me to say, but which your dignity 
and my own position alike forbid. Tour own examination- will find all 
the data here on which to form a correct opinion. If the enemy was 
jaded, it was before he rested after his incendiary effort. His travel 
daily afterward until he left Virginia proves he had full capacity to move 
when desiring to do so. 

Eespectfully, 

H. MAESHALL, 
Brigadier- General. 

Hon. James A. Sedeon, 

ISecretary of War. 


Ko. 7. 

Report of Ool. S. L. Oiltnerj Fourth Kentucky Cavalry^ of operations 
Beceuiber SO-January 2. 

Camp Eighareson, Lee County, Va.-, 

January 26, 1863. 

General : On the morning of December 30, 1862, about 3 o’clock, a 
dispatch from you was received at my caraj), near Lebanon, Eussell 
County, Virginia, informing me that a force of the enemy was reported 
in the neighborhood of Scott Court-House, and ordering me to throw out 
a picket to the Old Eussell Court-House to guard the road from that place 
to Osborne’s Ford^ and also a picket to Hansonville, guarding the roads 
from that point to Saltville, via Poor Valley, and via Lebanon. Tour 
order was promptly obeyed, a strong picket being sent to each of the 
above-named places. 

At 11 p. m. of the same day I received an order from you to repair 
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with my regiment to Bristol immediately. In a very short time my 
men were in the saddle, and, leaving the camp with the dismonnted and 
otherwise disabled men, under command of Captain [George T.] Camp- 
bell [acting commissary of subsistence],! started for Bristol, Abing- 
don, with 550 men, and accompanied by three wagons, two containing 
cooking utensils, the other ammunition. The road via Abingdon was 
not the shortest to Bristol, but I was compelled to go to Abingdon to 
draw about 100 guns, which were needed; also ammunition, as that which 
I had was not suitable for many of the guns in the command. The ex- 
ceedingly rough and heavy condition of the roads, and the darkness (the 
night being cloudy and rainy) rendered the march most arduous, yet we 
arrived in Abingdon, a distance of 20 miles from my camp, before day- 
light. Proceeding directly to the railroad depot, I procured the needed 
ordnance stores and sufficient forage to feed my horses. Moving to the 
outskirts of the town, I fed my horses in the road, and, after a halt of 
about three-quarters of an hour, I pushed on to Bristol, where I arrived 
and reported to you about 2.30 p. m. December 31, 1862. 

At 8 p. m. I received the fbllowing order : 

December 31 , [ 1862 ]— 8 p. m. 

Colonel [H. L.] Giltner: 

Press on with speed to Blounts ville. When arrived there, direct yonr movements 
by the reports which Baldwin makes. My chief aim is to cut the enemy off from 
Moccasin Gap ; hnt, remember, yonx function is only to harass him until my infantry 
can catch up, 

H. MARS H ALL, 
Brigadier- General. 

In obedience to the above order, I proceeded with speed to Blounts- 
ville, arriving there at 10 p. m. Prom information there received, I de- 
termined to push on to Moccasin Gap, which point I reached at 4 a. m. 
January 1, and went into camp, having marched, since 8 p. m. the evening 
before, a distance of 29 miles. 

At daylight I sent a scout of 20 men, under command of Lieut. B. F. 
Duncan, in the direction of Kingsport, with orders to gain accurate in- 
formation as to the enemy’s position and movements, and report to me 
as speedily as possible. At the same time I ordered Captains [John G.] 
Scott and [h. P.j Duncan to proceed with their squadrons to Estillville 
and procure and have cooked rations for the regiment. Up to that time 
my men had had nothing to eat since leaving camp at Lebanon; had 
ridden a distance of 65 miles through the rain and mud without rest, 
having been in the saddle the whole of both nights since starting, and 
were consequently greatly in need of food and sleep. 

At 12 opa. Lieutenant Duncan returned and reported to me at EstHl- 
ville tbal the enemy had encamped the night before in the Holston Tal- 
ley, 7 miles from Kingsport, and had moved at daylight in the direction 
of Wai* Gap. My own men not*having procured anything to eat at 
this time, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, with his own and Major 
[Thomas] Johnson’s battalion (they both having cooked rations for four 
days), to War Gap, with instructions to occupy the gap should he gain 
that point in advance of the enemy ; but, if he should fall in his rear, to 
harass him until I could re-enforce him with my regiment. 

About 3 p. m. you arrived at Estillville. I reported to you the infor- 
mation I had received of the movements of the enemy and the order I 
had given to Lieutenant-Colonel Clay. You sent a courier to Colonel 
Clay, ordering him to halt and await further orders. About sunset, 
both men and horses having been fed, I moved on from Estillville, witlx 
orders from you to halt at Speer’s Perry, 11 mOes distant, and await 
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orders. Passing Colonel Clay, bivouacked on the road a mile from tlie 
ferry, I crossed the river and halted. In about half an hour you came 
up and ordered the whole command forward. We marched about 5 
miles to Pridemore’s, where we halted and remained until sunrise the 
next morning. Moving on to Pattonsville, a distance of about 4 or 5 
miles, we halted, fed our horses, and again moved on toward Jonesville 
about 9 a. m. When within about 7 miles of the latter place, being a 
mile or two in the rear of the other battalions, I received a message from 
yourself to move on to Jonesville with rapidity. I pushed on at a brisk 
trot until I reached the horses of Colonel Clay’s and Major Johnson’s 
commands, a short distance from the town, the men having dismounted 
for action. Passing these horses, I halted, dismounted my men, and 
ordered the guns to be loaded. I then received an order from you to 
take the town. Throwing out a company as skirmishers, I advanced 
upon the town, and, finding no enemy there, and being told by the citi- 
zens that he had formed in line at or near the academy, beyond town, I 
moved on through the town and past the academy until my line of skir- 
mishers had intersected the Harlan road. It being then after dark, we 
saw no enemy, though they were heard by the skirmishers as they passed 
out of the old field beyond the academy. Eeceiving information from 
the officer commanding the skirmishers that the enemy had taken the 
road and were certainly gone, I called in the skirmishers, threw out a 
picket upon the road the enemy had taken, and returned with my regi- 
ment to the town, when I was ordered into camp for the night at the 
academy. The distance from my camp, near Lebanon, to Jonesville, by 
the route we marched, is 105 miles, and we were from 11.30 p. m. of 
December 30 until 4 p. m. of January 2 in going that distance. 

H. L. GILTNEE, 

Colonel^ Comdg. Fourth Regiment Kentucky Cavalry. 

Brig. Gen. Humphrey Marshall, 

Jonesville^ Ya. 


:eo. 8 . 

Report of Lieut. Col. F. F. Clay, Third Battalion Kentucky Mounted 
Rifles^ of operations December 30-January 1. 

, Camp Livesay, January 24, 1863. 

Sir : In obedience to your orders, I submit the following report : 

At or about 10 a. m. Tuesday, December 30, 1862, 1 received infor- 
mation from Colonel Slemp and Major [Lieut. Col. T. W, W.] Davies 
^wenty-eighth Alabama Infantry], (the commandant of the post at 
Bristol), that some 4,000 Yankee cavalry were moving on Bristol, and 
at 1 p. m. on Monday were distant 45 miles ^ that they would probably 
reach that place by morning; that their direction was about west. 
While I was acknowledging the receipt of these dispatches, two citizens 
from Lee County rode up to my tent and confirmed the report, and 
stated by that time the enemy was no doubt at Estillville, some 28 miles 
distant from Bristol. I inquired of them why they thought that the 
enemy was intending a demonstration on Bristol, They replied, be- 
cause the soldiers had told it along the road, and had frequently asked 
the distance to that place, which at once led me to believe that he was 
certainly making for Bristol. Immediately on receiving this intelligence 



Chap. CAHTER^S RAID INTO R. TENN. AND SW. VA. 


121 


I aroused tlie camp, ordered horses saddled, and ammunition issued to 
all who had arms (there being about 75 men without arms). As soon 
as ammunition was issued to Company A, I ordered it out on duty, with 
orders to scout rapidly the three roads leading from Estillville, by which 
the enemy might approach my camp, and find out his position and watch 
his movements, my camp being between the enemy and Bristol. The 
scout on the road known as the Eeedy Creek road, upon which I was em 
camped, had not advanced more than 6 or 7 miles before they met three 
of the enemy^s cavalry — one, a sergeant. Two of them were made pri.,- 
oners by the scout, and the other shot from his horse by Major [Thomas] 
Johnson, who had just overtaken my scout on his road from Abingdon 
to join his command. Concerning this affair I inclose the lieutenant^s 
report to me,* who was in command of the party, and upon which you 
can rely. The 2 prisoners were sent to camp, accompanied by Major 
Johnson, who was very much excited, and yet holding his pistol in his 
hand. This was about daylight. I questioned the prisoners, and learned 
from the sergeant one had stopped to fix something about his saddle, 
and that he (sergeant) had stoi)ped back to bring them up to their com- 
mand, having been placed in rear of his company by his captain for that 
purpose. It seems from after developments that these prisoners had 
fallen in rear of their command just before it had reached the forks of 
the road, 8 miles from my camp, and that the command had taken the 
right-hand road, which leads to Union, via Blountsville 5 that these three 
men in their hurry to rejoin their command passed this road unnoticed, 
and ran up to my scout, thinking it a part of their own command. 1 im- 
mediately ordered tents struck and wagons loaded, ready to march at a 
moment’s warning. Thinking that the enemy would make a demonstra- 
tion on Bristol with his whole force, or a part, by the road upon which 
I was encamped, I ordered the train and sick to Bristol, and determined 
to hold my position, or, by skirmishing with him, detain him until you 
could send a sufficient force to Bristol to defend it with complete suc- 
cess, knowing Slemp’s regiment insufficient to do so, as he had reported 
it to me as only 400 strong. 

This brings us up to 7.30 a. m. About this time there rode into camp 
three citizens, one of whom was introduced to me as Colonel [Maj. I. B.j 
Dunn by Major Johnson, who gave me some information in regard to 
two roads leading from Blountsville to Bristol, and suggested that the 
enemy would likely approach Bristol by one or both of these roads, and 
proposed to go as a guide with my scouts on these roads. These roads 
entered the main Bristol and Estillville [road] between my camp and 
Bristol. I, therefore, ordered Captain [James’ White to take his com- 
pany and scout these roads as far as Blountsville, with all speed, which 
was promptly obeyed. Colonel Dunn accompanied Captain White a 
short distance beyond his house and then returned to his domicile. 

At 11 a. m. I received a dispatch from Captain White, who was then 
1 mile from Blountsville, stating that the enemy had left that place and 
gone in the direction of Union ; that the greater portion had passed the 
point that he was then at before daylight 5 that they remained only a 
short time at Blountsville. This information I telegraphed you at 
Abingdon, and sent to Colonel Slemp, at Bristol. About this time 
Johnson’s command arrived, I think about 80 strong. Finding that 
the enemy’s whole force had passed to my left, I called in my pickets 
from my right and moved my command with Johnson’s (which was ad- 
vancing) to Bristol, and covered that place with pickets and scouts in 

** See No. 9, p. 122. 
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the direction of Blountsville and Union, thinking the enemy would 
likely attack Bristol from these positions after destroying the bridge at 
Union. It was about 2 p. m. when I reached Bristol. 

On Tuesday night I received information from my scout at Union that 
the enemy had burned the bridge there and gone in the direction of the 
Watauga Bridge, some 7 or 8 miles southwest of that place. This in- 
formation I gave you when you got to Bristol on Tuesday night. Colonel 
Dunn states in his letter to the Hon. James A. Seddon that he found 
my camp in a perfect state of disorganization, and that I did not know 
what to do ; that my command was some 450 strong — all confidentially. 
These statements are infamous, false, and slanderous to the utmost. 


My command did not exceed 250 men. 

I must say, in conclusion, that it is strange, but nevertheless true, 
that I did not receive any information whatever from citizens except 
from the two alluded to in the first part of my report. 

Tours, very respectfully, 

E. E. OLAY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding Battalion, 
Brig. Gen. Humphrey Marshall. 


Ho. 9. 

Report of Lieut H, H, Bunoan^ Company A, Third Battalion Kentucky 
Mounted Rifles^ of operations December 29-30. 


1863. 


Sir : By your order, I submit the following report : 

It was on the night of December 29, 1862, that, by your order, I was 
ordered to take a part of one company and scout down the Kingsport 
road, as it was reported the enemy’s cavalry was coming in the neigh- 
borhood. I had gone some 7 miles and stopped the main body, and sent 
pickets 1 mile in front, with orders to stand until relieved. This was 
about two hours before daylight. The pickets in the mean time, hear- 
ing horsemen advancing, sent one of their number back to me to know 
what to do, as Colonel [Major Thomas] Johnson^s command was encamped 
in the neighborhood, and they fearing to fire for fear it was Johnson’s 
men falling back. I was sitting in the road, mounted, with my men, 
when three men rode up to us from the rear, \9ho afterward proved to be 
Colonel Johnson and two of his men. At or about the same time three 
of the enemy rode up and asked if the front of the column was ahead. 
I asked what column. They replied the Ninth Pennsylvania. I replied 
that we were Confederate troops, and ordered them to surrender, which 
they did, as I ordered my men to prepare. At or near the same time I 
heard a pistol shot, which I afterward learned was Colonel Johnson^s. 
He shot one of the prisoners. We then fell back and stationed pickets. 
I then delivered the prisoners over to you (Colonel Clay). Colonel 
Johnson was a prisoner himself until he let himself be known. That 
was about the time of taking the enemy. These are the facts, as well 
as I remember. 

Yours, respectfully, 

H. H. DUNCAN, 

Second Lieut, Co, A, First [Third] Batt, Ky, Mounted Rifles. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, 
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Report of Capt, William W. Baldwin^ commanding Gamlry Squadron^ of 
operations December 29-Ja7iuary 2. 

Kingsport, East Tenn., January 6, 1863. 

General : Y ou will, doubtless, liave heard of the raid made upon East 
Tennessee and^ Southwest Virginia by the notorious renegade Carter 
and his Abolition crew before this reaches you, but as I was an eye- 
witness to the whole affair, I propose to give you a brief account of it 
that you may rely upon. 

On Monday night, December 29, 1 was informed by reliable sources 
that a large Yankee force was passing through Big Moccasin Gap. I 
immediately threw out a picket force, and found it to be true that a 
mounted force of about 2,000 was passing rapidly up the Bristol road. 

I next proceeded to dispatch to the authorities along the line of railroad. 
My courier to Bristol being cut off by the head of the enemy^s column, 

I failed to get the news to Bristol, but reached Jonesborough and Eog- 
ersville, and, by telegraph, informed General Marshall, at Abingdon, of 
their approach^ General Marshall mustered his infantry and artillery 
to Bristol Tuesday night, and there lay waiting for the enemy to arrive 
until he had approached the railroad at Union Depot, burned the bridge 
and depot 5 thence mot-ed down to Carter’s Depot, burned the bridge at 
that place, rushed the cars into the river, destroying a large amount of 
stores, arms, &c. Tuesday evening I tendered my force to General Mar- 
shall, at Bristol, but was coolly informed that we would have to provide 
for ourselves and wait for orders. 

Next morning, being very impatient, I went to General M[arshall] and 
asked leave to follow up the enemy, harass him upon his rear, and report 
to the general my discoveries. His reply to me was (turning scornfully 
upon his heels), By God, when I have orders for you, I will let you 
know.” Captain [B. W.] Jenkins, of his staff, and others, however, in- 
terfering, prevailed to induce him to send for me about 9 a. m. Wednes- 
day, and grant me liberty at this late hour to start after him, but with 
special orders to make no general attack until the word was given by 
him. Under this sort of orders, I proceeded in search of the enemy in 
the direction of Union, discovered him 4 miles southwest of Blountsville 
about 1 p. m., on his backward march, and reported the fact to General 
Marshall. While harassing him upon his rear, I kept a regular line of 
couriers to Marshall, advising him fully of all the enemy’s movements. 
At 8 p. m. 1 learned, by a dispatch from General Marshall, that his whole 
force was in motion toward the enemy’s front. Being encouraged by 
this information, I pressed close upon him, sent up an advance so close 
as to fire upon the general and his staff at Engsport, who were, 
strangely enough, halting for refreshments in the rear, wounding his 
aide-de-camp in the hand, took the general’s horse, saber, and baggage, 
saddle, &c., one of his staff’s horses and baggage, the balance all mak- 
ing their escape. This produced no small excitement in the enemy’s 
ranks, and, to avoid hastening his retreat in advance of General Mar- 
shall’s intercepting column, I concealed my force in a neighboring wood 
until he quieted and went into camp. In this way I pursued him, pluck- 
ing off a few from his rear every now and then until he reached J ones- 
ville, Va. Here I was full of hope that we should bag up the whole 
force. But, as might have been expected, Marshall had stationed his 
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force about three-quarters of a mile from where he would pass, and re- 
served a fire only for the enemy’s rear, which, like the old man’s tuft of 
grass, “ only made the youngster laugh ; ” and, pained, disgusted, cha- 
grined. and disgraced, we were compelled to stand, and, feeling our 
abuses never so deeply and intensely, see our abusers not only flee un- 
hurt, but protected in their flight. Besides the great public damage 
done us by this raid, an almost irreparable damage is done to private 
circles in the robbery of horses on the route ; almost every serviceable 
horse on the road has been taken ofi:' by these robbers, so that there are 
not horses left on this route to cultivate the flelds. 

And now, general, 1 have a few questions to ask you, and through you 
to ask the War Department : 

First, then, why did General Marshall hold all his infantry and artil- 
lery in Abingdon and Bristol until the enemy had burned up the public 
property at Union and Carter; and why did he still hold his cavalry force 
in Bristol eight hours after he learned they were returning toward Ken- 
tucky ? 

Second. Wny did he not, by means of the railroad, throw all his in- 
fantry and artillery along the line of railroad upon their front, and his 
cavalry upon his rear, and thus not only prevent all this damage, but 
bag him on the road*? 

Third. After failing in these, why did he hold his cavalry force at 
Estillville all night, and wait for infantry and artillery to come up, to 
intercept a retreating cavalry foe % , 

Fourth. After being fully advised of the enemy’s movements across 
Clinch Mountain, Powell’s Mountain, and Waldron’s Eidge, in his rapid 
flight toward Cumberland Mountains, why did he halt 1,700 cavalry 
near Pattonsville for nine hours in open daylight % 

Fifth. After all these strange proceedings, why did he at Jonesville 
select a position for attack with musketry and rifle forces at moderate 
range from the enemy’s pass for light artillery, and even then reserve 
his fire for the rear, the head of the enemy’s column being 3 to 5 miles 
in advance of any force or route to intercept him % 

Sixth. And why did he, having his force dismounted, order a charge 
of infantry upon the enemy’s cavalry rear after all these cursed fail- 
ures % 

Seventh, and finally, what will be likely to follow such a raid as this, 
and what will become of the salt works, and Bristol and Abingdon, and 
the railroad, and, in a word, the very backbone of our Confederacy, if 
Humphrey Marshall is continued in command of this department*? 

I am in a good place for forage, and will go to Kentucky with Col. 
[Major] Tom. Johnson soon. I could add to my force of cavalry fast 
enough here from the scattered old Fifth Kentucky, but cannot raise 
any infantry. 

General, will you consent to my raising other companies of ranger 
cavalry; and will you recommend me to the War Department for ma- 
jority of such command ? I can do but little with this small command, 
but let me have 400 men, and I will make a raid upon the banks of the 
Ohio Eiver. 

Very respectfully, and fraternally, 

W. W. BALDWrST, 
Captain Cavalry Squadron, 

Brig. Gen. J. S. Williams, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ &o. 
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1 ^ 0 . 11 . 

Report of Col, Hiram HawMns, Fifth Kentucky Infantry^ of operations 

JDecemier 29-30. 

JoNESVTLLEj Ya., January 29, 1863. 

Sir : At your request, I submit the following report of the operations 
of my command during the late raid made by General Garter: 

My regiment (310 effective men) was encamped near Abingdon, Ya., 
when on December 30 last, at 2 a. m., I was informed by an officer from 
your headquarters that you had information that a large cavalry force 
of the enemy was in Lee County, destination not known, strength esti- 
mated at 4,000 ; that you desired me to hold my command in readiness 
to move at a moment’s warning. About 11 a. m. same day I received 
orders to move my command immediately to the depot and take the cars 
for Bristol. Moved at once to the depot and reported to you that the 
cars were gone. You seemed much surprised, and remarked that you 
had informed the conductor not to move the train without your per- 
mission, and directed me to remain at the depot until the train could 
be ordered back. The train arrived about dark, but was not ready for 
some time afterward to take my command on board. Arrived at Bristol 
about midnight 5 left the cars and bivouacked until morning (31st), 
when you informed me that you would not move from Bristol until you 
could iearn something of the movements of the enemy, which you would 
likely do by the time the remainder of your mounted men would arrive. 
Late in the evening, when scouts brought information that the enemy 
was retreating, you informed me that it was your purpose to move under 
cover of the night to cut off his retreat, and without further orders I 
would move my command at dusk on Blountsville, accompanied by 
Colonel Slemp’s regiment (Sixty-fourth Yirginia) and a section of [George 
S.] Davidson’s battery, and await further orders ; that the mounted men, 
not yet ready, would move as soon as ready, and that you would remain 
at Bristol to await the arrival of more troops on the train, and assist 
Captain Jeffress to start his battery, which would also follow during 
the night. 

When we reached Blountsville, a distance of 9 miles, halted, quar- 
tered troops in houses (it being very cold). My men had rested about 
two hours, when you arrived and ordered the column to move at once 
to Big Moccasin Gap, the mounted men having passed me on the march, 
and were to move rapidly to that point, head the enemy, and hold him 
in check until the infantry and artillery could attack his rear. 

Leaving Bristol at dusk, we marched continuously and rapidly (except 
the two hours’ rest at Blountsville), until we arrived at Moccasin Gap, 
28 miles ; not finding the enemy, we moved to Estillville, and encamped 
for the night. When I arrived there. Colonel Giltner’s regiment was 
feeding and preparing to move, the remainder of the mounted men hav- 
ing passed on. You informed me that you were expecting Colonel Dunn’s 
regiment and Captain Jeffress’ battery at Estillville that night; that 
you were going to press forward during the night with the mounted 
force to head the enemy, in which event he might attempt his escape 
by passing in your rear, in which event I must, if possible, intercept him. 

The next morning at 6 o’clock (January 2) I received a dispatch from 
you, dated en route^ January 1, 10 p. m., ordering me to move my own 
and Colonel Slemp’s regiments and the two guns from Davidson’s bat- 
tery by The quickest route to Hickory Flats, leaving Colonel Dunn’s regi- 
ment and Captain Jefiffess’ battery to guard Moccasin Gap, in the event? 
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tlie enemy should be headed and compelled to turn back and attempt 
his escape through that gap, a thing thought not improbable. 

My column was put in motion early in the morning for Hickory Plats, 
moving briskly, so as to cover the roads leading from the direction the 
enemy was taking, by way of Speer’s Ferry and Pattonsville. At 8.30 
p. m. I received the following dispatch : 

Colonel Hawkins: 

The enemy is engaged near Hunter’s Gap, as I hear. My force is now in 7 miles 
of JonesYille. Yon take the shortest road to Hunter’s Gap with your column; so as 
to intercept the enemy if he attempts to pass hy Pattonsville, and to come in his rear 
if he makes a stand at that point. Follow up through Hunter’s Gap j if he is ad- 
vanced heyond that point, on his rear until you reach him. 

H. MARSHALL, 
Brigadi&i'- General, 

The head of my column was then near Pattonsville, at which place I 
halted for rest, having marched that day (January 2) 20 miles over a 
muddy road ; had camp fires made, as it was too cold to do without 
fires, and having no tents or shelter ; put out camp guard and a picket 
on the road leading from Hunter’s Gap to Pattonsville and Speer’s Ferry, 
10 miles from my command. The picket was detailed from my regiment 
and put under command of Lieutenant [H. D.] Pridemore, of [Company 
0] Sixty-fourth Virginia, who knew the country, and mounted on horses 
impressed for that purpose. This was done that the enemy might not 
only not surprise me, but to prevent him from gaining my rear and mak- 
ing his escape by way of Speer’s Ferry by taking the road 10 miles of 
my command, which, if he had attempted" (being warned by my pickets 
of his purpose), I could have intercepted him by rapidly countermarch- 
ing my column on the road I had just passed over. I did not retire for 
rest that night until 2 a. m. of 3d instant, and at 5 o’clock my column 
was stretched out on the road to Hunter’s Gap, animated with high 
hopes of engaging the enemy. 

In the mean time I dispatched to you that if the enemy attempted to 
pass by Pattonsville I would intercept him. If he made a stand at that^ 
point, would attack his rear by 10.30 a. m. at farthest. My column con- 
tinued the march, passing through Hunter’s Gap. On arriving at JonOs 
\Tlle, was directed to go into quarters, the enemy having made his escape. 

The men of the Fifth Kentucky and Sixty-fourth Virginia Eegimeuts 
deserve the highest praise for their patient endurance on this march, 
having moved in three days and nights 70 miles over rough roads, hills, 
and mountains, and each day crossing a river — one in a small ferry-boat 
and two in small canoes — an inclement season, and without tents or 
camp equipage of any kind. 

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

H, HAWKINTS, 

Colonel Fifth Kentucky Infantry Regiment, 

General [H-umphrey] Marshall. 


Ko. 12. 

Report of Col. Campbell Slemp^ Sixty fourth Virginia Infantry ^ of opera- 
tions December 2^-January 1. 

JONESVILLE, Va., January 30, 18C3. 
According to your order [ofj December 16, 1862, my regiment was 
mov^d near Bristol^ Tenn., and was encamped 1 mile north of that 
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place. On the 29tli I received your dispatch dated 10.15 p. m. at 11.30 
p. m., hearing information that the Federal cavalry were within 45 miles 
of Bristol at 10 o’clock, same date, 4,000 strong, and were marching on 
that place. I communicated at once to Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, at 
Three Springs, 4 miles distant, according to your instructions, and or- 
dered scouts upon all the roads. At 2 a. m. 30th, two reliable messengers 
came to Lieutenant-Colonel Clay’s encampment and reported the enemy 
on the Estillville road, 35 miles distant, at dusk the night before. This 
information reached me at or near 3 a. m. I rode immediately to the 
telegraph office at Bristol to communicate to you the information. The 
operator could not be found ; the battery and all his instruments con- 
cealed, which delayed my information to you until near 8 a. m. I^o 
special engine could be had, from the fact that the commander of the 
post had sent them all off before my arrival, and could not have conveyed 
you information earlier by horseback. At 8.30 a. m. I received word from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Clay that the enemy had turned in a southeast di- 
rection from the Abingdon road in the direction of Blountsville, Tenn.j 
forks of the road 13 miles distant ; Clay situated on Abingdon road, 4 
miles distant 5 scouts had captured two stragglers near forks of the roads. 
Enemy reported at Blountsville at 10 a. m. My regiment was then 373 
strong, available men, and about 100 men, consisting of citizens and a 
company of about 5C under Captain Troy, at the post, the latter with 
very common arms and but very little ammunition. This composed my 
infantry strength. All the cavalry present was Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clay’s battalion, consisting of about 250 men for duty. This makes my 
available force at that time but little over 600 men. When it was ob- 
served that the enemy had left the Abingdon road at Blountsville, Clay’s 
force was brought upon the Blountsville road, that our whole force might 
be united for the defense of Bristol, it being the point ordered to defend, 
and the road by Blountsville being direct to Bristol. At 11 a. m. the 
enemy was reported within 3 miles of Bristol 5 we took a position for 
the defense of the town. At 11.30 a. m. scouts reported the main force 
gone by way of Union Depot, where one of the bridges was burned, and 
a picket in force upon the Blountsville road, the enemy in all number- 
ing about 2,000 strong, partly armed with five-shooters. ' A special train 
was then ordered to move my infantry to Union, when two scouts came 
in and reported the bridge burning at 12.15 p. m., and enemy making 
threats upon Bristol from that point. Cavalry was thrown forward upon 
that road, and an infantry picket upon a special train to advance as far 
as possible without being surprised or taken, and to the bridge, if possi- 
ble. They did advance as far as the bridge, and found it nearly burned 
down, and the enemy moving in the opposite direction. Bridge fell in 
before they left. As our force was too small to divide against a superior 
force like the enemy, at their approach I communicated, through the com- 
mander of the post at Bristol, to the commander of the post at Union 
upon the news of the enemy’s advance, to throw scouts forward upon the 
road from Blountsville to Union, and to be on the alert, stating the cir- 
cumstances. We received no information from him untH late in the 
evening, stating he and his men (70 available) were surrounded before 
noon, captured, and paroled. My picket returned between 4 and 5 p. 
m., and reported Major [Thomas] Johnson arrived with SO m^ for duty 
(mounted). I prepared the command to move in the direction of Blounts- 
ville, notwithstanding it would have been hazardous with my inferior 
force, all not amounting to 800, and two-thirds infantry ; but receiving 
information that you were on the road to Bristol with re-enforcements, I 
^w^ited your arrival^ which was between 11 and 12 p, m., being delayed 
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by cars with Colonel Hawkins’ regiment and some artillery, Hawkins’ 
regiment not numbering over 300 for duty, but no cavalry, wbicb left 
us in still a bad condition to pursue cavalry. Colonel Giltner’s regiment 
of cavalry was on the march for Bristol, and arrived about 2 p. m, 31st, 
to my recollection. In a short time afterward I received orders from 
you to have my regiment in readiness and to march at dusk with three 
days’ rations. Accordingly, my regiment moved at dark in the direc- 
tion of Blountsville, and arrived at Blountsville about 1 a. m. January 
1, a distance of 9 miles. Within an hour afterward you arrived, and 
gave orders to resume the march to Moccasin Gap immediately, distant 
from Blountsville 17 miles. At sunrise we were within 11 miles of the gap, 
and marched in quick time until within about 6 miles of the gap, when 
we learned the enemy had gone in the direction of Bogersville, Tenn, I 
then gave my men a little more time, and arrived at the gap about 1 p. m., 
the enemy being on the march on the Bogersville road, and proceeded 
to Estillville without haltin g. There I received orders to move to Speer’s 
Berry, 10 miles farther, and all other orders on the march were received 
from Ool. H. Hawkins, senior to myself. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. 8LEMP, 

Colonel Sixty-fourth Virginia Regiment. 

Brigadier-General Maeshall. 


Ho. 13. 

Report of Maj. Isaac B. Runn^ relative to operations December 29-Jan- 

nary 1. 


Goodson, Va., January 5, 1863. 

Deae Sie : After my last letter to you, in which I advised you of the 
disorganized and scattered condition of General Marshall’s command, 
and reporting the doings of a portion of his command near by my resi- 
dence, but six days had transpired before a courier from Lee County 
called me out of bed at 2.30 a. m. Tuesday, informing me that a column 
of Yankee cavalry (variously estimated at from 1,500 to 4,000) had 
reached Pattonsville at 1 p. m. Monday, and were advancing upon Bris- 
tol, and would reach the railroad before daylight, passing my house, 
which is on the public road, 3 miles west of the Bristol depot. I sent 
runners to all my neighbors, and got them in arms, and then at daylight 
proceeded to the camp of [Lieutenant- JColonel Clay, which was, as stated 
in a former letter, 1 mile from my house. I found them disorganized, 
confused, and apparently utterly at a loss to know what to do. Colonel 
Clay had been notified by General Marshall, from Abingdon, that a 
Yankee force was advancing upon him. He had thrown a picket down 
the road, for he was encamped upon the road by which they were ap- 
proaching Bristol. Colonel [Maj. Thomas] Johnson, of Kentucky, who 
had been at Abingdon, had brought intelligence from General [Marshall] 
to Colonel Clay of the Yankee approach; wa.s proceeding with all pos- 
sible haste to his command (350 men), encamped below Kingsport, 2 
miles west, at Boss Camp-Ground, fearful they would be cut off, the 
Yankees being then 6 miles distant from Colonel Clay’s camp, and be- 
tween Clay and Colonel Johnson’s command, the latter being entirely 
in their rear. Six miles west of Colonel Olay’s camp Colonel Johnson 
met Olay’s scouts returning at full speed, cautioning him that the enemy 
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were ai>proacliing in very heavy force close by. This was about 5 a. m. 
Tuesday. Colonel Johnson at once halted with two of his men, who 
were in company (one unarmed), and waited the advance of the Yankee 
column. Drawing his revolver, he ordered his armed companion to do 
likewise, and but a moment had elapsed before three men (the advance 
of Carter’s Abolition army) halted in his front not more than 15 feet from 
him, asking at the same time if they were not a part of the Kinth Penn- 
sylvania. Colonel Johnson made no reply, but ordered them to surren- 
der. One of them, a sergeant, made a motion to draw his pistol, when 
Colonel Johnson fired and killed him ; the other two surrendered, and 
were turned back. prisoners, and returned with horses and guns (of the 
dead man also) to Colonel Clay’s camp. The main column of the enemy 
was not over 100 yards in rear of this advance guard. They counter- 
marched immediately, entered an old field a quarter [of a mile] in rear 
of their turning point, deployed in line of battle, remained until sunrise, 
then returned by the road they had come some mile or more, and took 
a right-hand road to Blountsville and Union. No one doubts but their 
first intention was to burn Bristol and take possession of all the trains, 
stores, &c., and destroy them first, which could have been as easily done 
as to take Union and destroy the bridges at that point. The appearance 
of a force in front on this route deterred them. I suggested, when I 
reached Colonel Clay’s camp, that he should scout all the roads leading 
to Blountsville and Union, find out where the enemy was, and then act 
accordingly ; and after giving him all the information I possessed in re- 
gard to the roads and country, proposed to go with his scouts and place 
them over all the different routes (three in number) and aid them in 
finding out what course the enemy had taken. This he consented to, 
and, after scouting all the roads in the direction of Union and Blounts- 
ville, by 12 or 1 p. m. found the enemy at Blountsville; a portion having 
advanced to Union, burned the depot and railroad bridge and county 
bridge, proceeding next in the direction of Watauga Bridge, on same 
evening (Tuesday), and burned that. General Marshall had news, by 
telegraphic communication from Morristown, Tenn., of their approach 
at 10 p. m. Monday. He ordered Olay and Colonel Slemp’s infantry to 
take position at Bristol and defend the railroad if attacked. He never 
reached Bristol until Wednesday morning at 1 o’clock, as he told me. 
Colonel McClelland and myself called on Colonel Marshall Wednesday 
morning, gave him an idea of the country, and proposed to map the 
same for him. This duty devolved upon Mr. Blair and myself, while 
Colonel McClelland proposed to lead a party of scouts in the direction 
of Blountsville and Union, and find out enemy’s position and report. 

General Marshall had at Bristol and near by Clay’s battalion (near 
450 men, cavalry) and Colonel Slemp’s regiment (in 1 mile) of infantry 
(about 750 men) ; besides, he had in rear of Yankees at Kingsport 
Colonel Johnson’s command (over 300 men, cavalry); in all, 1,500 effi- 
cient men, on the ground, to meet this invasion of not over 1,200 to 
1,500 Abolitionists, who were jaded and worn out, sleeping on their 
horses, and leaving their caps, coats, oil-cloths, and arms along the road. 
So jaded and worn out were they that the officers had to be traversing 
the line from one end to the other continually, pricking up the horses 
with their sabers and closing up the column scattered for 2 to 3 miles 
along the road, four- fifths of them asleep, having been riding constantly 
day and night for five days; so say the prisoners taken by Colonel 
Johnson. 

On Wednesday noon Colonel Giltner’s regiment of cavalry (800 
strong) filed into Bristol and went into camp. Wednesday night Gen- 
9 B B— VOD XX, PT I 
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eral Jenkins’ men (1,000 strong) reached [there] by rail, two batteries 
(Davis’ [Davidson’s] and Jeffress’, eight guns) having reached [there] 
the day before. I continued with General Mai'shall throughout Wed- 
nesday, and had provided him a map of the railroad and all the 
stations to Bull’s Gap, and all the approaches to same, as well as Mr. 
Blair and myself could do, and he slept over our explanations in his 
chair as perfectly imbecile as you could imagine. Wednesday evening 
scouts reported 'Yankees returning from Watauga Bridge (which they 
had burned) to Blountsville or near by (9 miles from Bristol), where they 
had encamped. NTot a man of the command of General Marshall was 
moved in the direction of the enemy until after nightfall on Wednesday. 
General Marshall and staff had horses before the hotel at 4 p. m. on 
Wednesda5% and did not get mounted until 1 a. m. Thursday, as I am 
informed. The cause I will not make known, as it is no purpose of mine 
to prefer charges. 

Wednesday night Marshall moved Clay’s battalion, Slemp’s infantry 
regiment, and four pieces under Jeffress and Davis [Davidson] from 
Bristol in the direction of Moccasin Gap, while he had called in from 
Kingsport Colonel Johnson’s command, and that also returned with the 
troops first stated. 

On Thursday the Yankees encamped at Kingsport, 16 miles west of 
Blountsville, moving perfectly at their leisure, and, retracing their course, 
encamped at Kingsport (near by) without even posting a picket guard. 
Pour of Capt. W. W. Bald van’s cavalry scouts went up to Pierce’s 
tavern, in the east end of Kingsport, when General [S. P.] Carter and 
staff were eating supper, called. them out of the house and shot at them, 
wounding an aide of General Carter in the hand, and, report says. Carter 
also. The whole Yankee party retreated by the back way of the house 
and fled on foot, guided by one of Pierce’s negroes, leaving their horses 
hitched to the rack, which were taken by Baldwin’s men. Captain Bald- 
win had stopped to feed and rest his men 4 miles in rear of Kingsport. 

Such is the character of the raid upon our country 5 it is useless to say 
disgraceful. The damage is small 5 nothing was interrupted except to 
take all the horses, watches, &c., of loyal citizens, to seize and parole 
all the prisoners they could find, and destroy two bridges (worth prob- 
ably $50,000 to construct them), with small amount of stores at each 
place, and the injury to one “material” engine, run into the river at 
Watauga. The greatest injury is the confidence afforded to the Union 
sentiment in East Tennessee, for already they have commenced bush- 
whacking in Carter County, and several persons have been killed. 

It is no part of my purpose in this letter to find fault with any man- 
agement or lay blame in any quarter. My report is one of facts, known 
to myself and the country, and cannot be gainsaid. In conclusion, let 
us have at least a fighting man to lead our men and our people. Ko one 
here will fail to see then that, while nothing has been accomplished by 
our men for want of proper officers, much could have been effected with 
active and efficient generalship. General Jones, I learn, reached Abing- 
don, but made no move west of that point that I know of. General 
Floyd, of Virginia State Line, was also at Abingdon, as I hear re- 
ported. The Yankees were four hours destroying the trestle-bridge at' 
Union. It had been recently constructed of green timber, was uncov- 
ered, and they had to cut it down piece by piece, and let it fall into the 
river. 

Please show this to the Secretary of War, You will see I had first 
directed it to him, but concluded it would look like anticipating Mar- 
shall’s report, and I send it to you, that you may see how this thing 
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has been butchered. Had we had such a man as Stuart or Horrest or 
Jones, or any leader at all, not a man of them could have escaped. 
Our people are disappointed, for they see, with ample force in our 
midst, a Yankee army can invade us with imi)unity and stir up the 
worst feelings of those Union devils who live around and in our very 
midst. 

I have made this letter too long, and hope you will excuse the liberty 
I take in writing it at all. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC B. BUNK 


Hon. J. E. Tucker, 

Eichmondj Va. 


BECEMBEE 21, 1862. — Skirmish on the Wilson Creek Pike, Tenn. 

Eeport of Gaj^t. FranTc W. Mix^ Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 

Headquarters Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 

Cam^ EosecranSj JDecemher 21, 1862. 

Colonel: In obedience to orders I received last evening, I left camp 
this morning at 6 o’clock with 24 men of Company B and 25 of Company 
A, under command of Lieutenant Anderson, to report to General Neg- 
ley, on the Franklin pike, as an escort for a forage train. I arrived at 
General Negley’s headquarters at 7.30 o’clock, and was informed that I 
was to take my command out to the fork of the Franklin and Wnson 
Creek pike for picket duty. I informed the general I did not come pre- 
pared, as my men had no rations with them. He then ordered me to go 
out on the road, until I found the forage train, and to scour the country 
on both sides of the Wilson Creek pike, and gather what information I 
could. I found nothing worthy of mentioning until I came up with his 
train, about 4 miles out on the Wilson pike. There I found two regi- 
ments of infantry, one section of artillery, and 30 of the Fifth Kentucky 
Cavalry, under the command of Colonel Stanley. I reported to him ; 
he informed me that the Kentucky cavalry were skirmishing with some 
of the enemy’s cavalry off at the left of the pike, and wished me to go 
there with my command, and also take command of the Fifth Kentucky 
company, and to use my own judgment what course to pursue. I went 
down there, and found our men in an open piece of timber, firing away, 
and the enemy in a narrow lane, behind a stone wall. I at first dis- 
mounted my men (being armed with Colt’s rifles, I could not use them on 
the horses), and went at them dismounted, but I soon found out that I 
would have to resort to some other way to get them away from the wall. 
I accordingly ordered my men to mount, and I started for the road, or 
lane, which they were in, with Company B in advance, and Third Ken- 
tucky in the rear. I started off at a brisk gallop, and as I came up on 
a line of the wall, I received a volley from them, wounding Sergeant Mc- 
Intire, of Company B, who was in advance with me. They fired another 
volley at us, when they broke and ranj some going off to the left of the 
road, while the main body went down the road, with our boys close to 
their heels, firing at them at every chance. We soon passed those on 
the left of us, and I had made up my mind to cut them off at my leisure, 
and should have done so if it had not been for a lieutenant, who is, I 
believe^ an aide-de-camp for Colonel Stanley, who, seeing those fellows 
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come up, told some of Company B to go in there after them. I did 
not know anything of it until I had got up to within about four rods of 
the enemy; had fired every round from my pistol, and was fast gaining 
on them. I looked back to see if my men were all ready for them, and not 
a man was with me except Sergeant Mclntire, who, although wounded 
in the leg, kept close to my side. I soon made up my mind I had gone 
far enough. I went back and found most of the men in the lot, with 
this lieutenant picking them up there. It was now too late to think of 
overtaking them, but, thinking some of them might be in the woods, I 
dismounted Companies A and B, and skirmished through the woods 
and got 1 prisoner by the operation ; in all we got 6 prisoners ; killed 
2, wounded 1, and came out ourselves with only 1 wounded. The men 
all behaved nobly, and, although the bullets fell thick and fast, not one 
faltered, but did his best to keep up. I cannot speak too highly of 
Sergeant Mclntire, who, although wounded, showed coolness and cour- 
age not often exhibited by older and more experienced soldiers. Had 
it not been for the interference of the lieutenant, I am confident that we 
might have captured a fine lot of them. We went back and reported 
to Colonel Stanley, who took the prisoners in charge, when we started 
for camp, arriving here at 5 p. m. 

I am your most obedient servant, 

P. W. MIX, 

Captain Fourth Michigan Cavalry. 

Col. E. H. G. Minty. 


DECEMBER 22, 1862-JANUAEY 2, 1863.— Morgan’s second Kentucky raid. 

O’F' TUm KymOSTTS. 

Dec. 22 j 186S. — Morgaai^s command sets out from Alexandria, Tenn., and crosses the 
Cumberland River. 

24, 1862. — SMrmish at Glasgow, Ky. 

25, 1862. — Skirmish on the BurkesviUe road, near Green's Chapel, Ky. 

Skirmish at Bear ‘Wallow, Ky. 

26, 1862. — Skirmish at Bacon Creek, near Munfordville, Ky. 

Capture of stockade at Nolin, Ky. 

27, 1862. — Capture of Union forces at Elizabethtown, Ky. 

28, 1862. — Skirmish at Muldraugh's HiU, Ky. 

29, 1862. — Skirmish near Johnson's Ferry (or Hamilton’s Ford), Rolling Fork, Ky. 

Capture of stockade at Boston, Ky. 

30, 1862. — ^Affair at Springfield, Ky. 

Skirmish at New Haven, Ky. 

31, 1862. — ^Affair at Muldraugh's Hill, near New Market, Ky. 

Jan. 2, 1863. — ^Morgan's command recrosses the Cumberland River. 

No. 1.— Maj. Gen. Horatio G. Wright, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the 
Ohio. 

No. 2. —Brig. Gen. Jeremiah T. Boyle, U. S. Army, commanding District of Western 
Kentucky. 

No. 3.— Col. John M. Harlan, Tenth Kentucky Infantry, commanding brigade, includ- 
ing skirmish near Johnson's Ferry, Ky. 

No, 4.— Col. William A. Hoskins, Twelfth Kentucky Infantry, commanding brigade, 
including affair at Springfield, Ky. 
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Morgan’s second Kentucky raid. 

No. 5. — Col. Edward H. Hobson, Thirteentb Kentucky Infantry, commanding at Mnn- 
fordville, including skirmishes at Glasgow, near Green’s Chapel, at Bear 
Wallow, and at Bacon Creek, Ky. 

No. 6. — Capt. Frank W. Dickey, Second Michigan Cavalry, of skirmish at Glasgow, Ky. 
No. 7. — Col. Isaac P. Gray, Fourth Indiana Cavalry, of skirmish near Green’s Chapel, 
Ky. 

No. 8. — Col. William H. Benneson, Seventy-eighth Illinois Infantry, of skirmish at 
New Haven, Ky. 

No. 9. — Brig. Gen. John H. Morgan, C. S. Army, commanding expedition. 


Ko. 1. 

Report of Maj. Gen. Horatio O. Wright^ If. 8, Army, commanding Depart- 
ment of the Ohio. 

Headqijabters, 

Gindnnati, Ohio, December 31, 1862. 

A force of cavalry from Bragg’s army having crossed the Cumberland 
at Hartsville, and proceeding via Glasgow, have made a raid on the 
Louisville and Nashville Eailroad, occasioning considerable damage, 
and cutting, for a time, the communication with General Eosecrans. 
The rebels, under Morgan, first made an attack on Munfordville, but 
are reported to have been three times repulsed. Leaving this place, 
and penetrating between our forces, they fell upon and captured the 
smaller posts at Elizabethtown and Muldraugh’s Hill, burning the tres- 
tle-work near latter. This is the most serious damage to the road. At 
Bolling Fork the rebels were also repulsed, and at last advices were 
moving eastward. It is hoped the dispositions made of our forces may 
result in their capture, though, as our mounted force is inferior, it can- 
not be looked upon as certain. The Cumberland is now navigable, and 
supplies are being sent that way to General Eosecrans, so that the result 
of the raid will not be very important. As soon as the reports called 
for are received, a full report will be made. Last reports from Nashville 
were that Eosecrans was in sight of Murfreesborough Monday night, 
after severe skirmishing, and a battle expected Tuesday. 

H. G. WEIGHT, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Jeremiah T. Boyle, TT. 8. Army, commanding Dis- 
trict of Western Kentuchy.* 

Louisville, Kt., December 30, 1862. 

Colonel Harlan fell on Morgan’s irear and killed and wounded a number 
* of rebels. Among them Col. Basil W. Duke was wounded. Captured 
1 captain and 6 privates; There was brisk fighting for one hour and a 
half, when the rebels retreated. We lost 2 killed and 3 wounded — 
Lieutenant Pollis, of the artillery, since died. Boiling Fork Bridge not 
injured. Morgan retreated toward Bardstown. My pickets 22 miles in 
the direction of Bardstown, at Salt Eiver. Saw no signs of the enemy, 
but heard from many persons that Morgan was in Bardstown last night, 
and left this morning at 8 o’clock, going eastward, toward Springfield. 


See also Correspondence, etc., December 24, 1862-January 3, 1863, Part II. 
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Three or four hundred of Morgan’s men attacked the stockade at 
Haven, but were twice repulsed, with some loss, not known. New Haven 
Bridge safe. At last accounts my men report one or two companies of 
Morgan’s men going to Bloomdeld. 

J. T. BOYLE, 

Brigadier- General, 

Major-General Weig-ht. 

Louisville, Ky., 
January 1, 1863 — 11 p. m. 

Eebel General Morgan crossed Cumberland Eiver, cut off Nashville 
at Gainesborough, and appeared in front of Munfordville on 25th 
December. Colonel Hobson, Thirteenth Kentucky, drove part of his 
force, killing 9 and capturing 16. Morgan crossed Green Eiver above 
Munfordville, and moved in direction of Elizabethtown, burning bridge 
at Bacon Creek and Nolin. He destroyed trestle-work at Muldraugh’s 
Hill, and moved for Eolling Fork. Colonel Harlan, of Tenth Kentucky, 
commanding brigade, overtook at Eolling Fork and attacked him, kill- 
ing and wounding a number and capturing a captain and some privates. 
Colonel Duke (reb^el) died of wounds, and one of our lieutenants of artil- 
lery. OolonelHarlan crossed, pursued, and attacked him at Eolling Fork, 
Salt Eiver Bridge. This is first instance, I believe, of infantry waiting 
and attacking cavalry. Morgan fl.ed before Haplan to Bardstown, and 
from there attempted to escape between Lebanon and Oampbellsville. 
Colonel Hoskins, Twelfth Kentucky, commanding there, attacked him 
this morning, killing a number and capturing 90 men, his caissons, and 
ammunition wagons. Morgan is flying precipitately. General Eey- 
nolds marched from Glasgow yesterday for Greensburg, and may inter- 
cept him. Colonel Halisy, Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, killed. Our cas- 
ualties not yet reported. Morgan has paid dearly for what he has done. 

I have sent boats up Green jSiver to Bowling Green, whence railroad 
is in order to Nashville, with provisions for Eosecrans’ army. Also sent 
boats up Cumberland. With control of gunboats on Cumberland, can 
easily supply General Eosecrans’ army. General Eosecrans occupies 
Murfreesborough. 

J. T. BOYLE, 

Brigadier- General, 

His Excellency Abeaham Lincoln, 

President of the United States, 


No. 3. 

aborts of Col* J olin M. Harlan^ Tenth Kentucky Infantry^ commanding 
brigade^ including skirmish hear Johnson^ s Kerry ^ Ky, 

Bowlino Geeen, Ky., 

December 26, 1862—8.15 p. m. 

Colonel : Delayed to-day by condition of road ; loads too heavy 
for engines. One engine became entirely useless at South Tunnel, and 
one train delayed there until engine came from Nashville. All the 
trains will be here by 9 o’clock. You have been advised, as I learn by 
Colonel Hobson, of the success of the rebels at Bacon Creek stock- 
ade, and the destruction by them of 2 miles of road. Not believed here 
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MORGAN^S SECOND ICENTtTCKY EAl5* 

that Morgan has any force south of Green Eiver, and the impression is 
that the track is all right as far as Cave City and Munfordville, but no 
certain facts are known upon which to base the opinion. Shall I go on 
in the cars tomighf, under these circumstances, or wait until daylight'? 
General Manson says he has positive information that the track was right 
last night at Cave City, but knows nothing definite as to track beyond 
that point. 

JOHNT M. HAELAli^, 
Colonel^ Commanding Second Brigade. 

Col. J. P. Gaeesch^i. 


Mcjneorbville, Dece^rtber 29, 1862. 

General : Came up with Morgan to-day — mouth of Beech Fork, on 
Bolling Fork, 10 miles from Elizabethtown, on Bardstown road. 1 
formed in line, advanced skirmishers, who engaged the enemy^s skir- 
mishers with great spirit. Part of Morgan’s men had crossed the river 
before we arrived, and were driven across with some confusion. Many 
had to swim 5 many fled up the river to Boston Ford, beyond pursuit. 
Think Morgan is aiming for Bardstown, and designs to destroy Shep- 
herdsville Bridge, if possible. He destroyed the trestle-work ; he did 
it before I arrived, and I learn that he has destroyed Boiling Fork 
Bridge, but not certain ; will know in a few hours. I had a lieutenant 
and several men wounded, 2 killed 5 number of rebel horses were killed 
by our artillery. If Eolling Fork Bridge is not destroyed, I will go 
there to-night and save it. I would have saved the road, I think, but 
for delay occasioned by engines on the road. Skirmishers behaved 
well. 

JOHN--M. HAELAlSr, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

Major-General Eosecrans. 


Eolling Fork Bridge, 

December 30, 1862. 

General : On the night of the 26th, I left Gallatin, with orders to 
come to Cave City and drive Morgan from the railroad. When I reached 
Bowling Green, I received additional orders to come on to Munford- 
ville, and drove him from that vicinity. As he followed the line of the 
railroad, I continued the pursuit, and came up with him yesterday morn- 
ing at 10 o’clock, near Johnson’s Ferry, about 5 miles above this point. 
When my artillery opened, two of his regiments and two pieces of ar- 
tillery were within a half mile of the bridge here, and about to make an 
attack. The noise of my guns induced them to move back up the river, 
and abandon the attempt on this bridge. My close pursuit of him saved 
this bridge. A part of his force crossed IJ miles higher up the river, 
above the mouth of Beech Fork. Two hundred went up the river to- 
ward ISTew Haven. After driving them across the river, I rested until 12 
o’clock p. m., and then came to this place, reaching it at daybreak. My 
men were worn out and their rations exhausted, and in the swollen state 
of the river it would have been difficult for my infiintry to cross. I feared, 
besides, that Morgan would whip around and make an attempt on this 
point. I am in doubt as to what I should do, and desire you to com- 
municate with me at once. I think the time lias come for Morgan either 
to retreat in the direction of Glasgow or Somerset, or to move on into 
Central Kentucky. 
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I am satisfied that, if I abandon this point, the bridge will be de- 
stroyed as soon as it is known that there are but two companies here ; 
and hence I do not feel that 1 ought to go beyond here without orders, 
under the circumstances by which I am surrounded. I consider myself 
subject to your orders. All my camp equipage is at Gallatin. Tell me 
what I must do. If Morgan goes into Central Kentucky, I cannot pos- 
sibly overtake him by my almost thoroughly exhausted infantry, but 
it may be that some arrangement could be made to render my brigade 
serviceable in driving Morgan, and saving particular localities of im- 
portance. It is for you to determine what is to be done. I could have 
saved the road but for defective engines furnished at Nashville and 
Bowling Green to convey my troops. The engine seemed to get out of 
order just at the wrong time 5 that delayed me thirty-six hours. The 
rear train, conveying the Fourth Kentucky and part of battery, did 
not arrive at Munfordville until 10 o’clock on Sunday night. The 
trestle-work was destx’oyed Monday after dinner. I left Munfordville 
3 o’clock Monday morning. The road between Munfordville and Bowl- 
ing Green is all right 5 and between Munfordville and Elizabethtown 
the damage is not very great, consisting mainly in the destruction of 
the bridges, which can be easily repaired. The telegraph is injured a 
good deal. 

Whether I am to halt here or go on, I need 1,000 pairs of shoes and 
2,000 pairs of socks. My men will suffer unless supplied. If it is clear 
that I have complied with my orders, then I suppose that I should re- 
turn to Gallatin, unless the higher authorities in Kentucky think that 
my remaining here is necessary to aid in keeping the army supplied 
with provisions. Let me hear from you fully, and I will endeavor to 
communicate with you to-day by telegraph (pocket instrument). May 
not Morgan also make a dash on the bridge at Frankfort*? He could 
reach that point from Bardstown, but I fear that his main object of 
attack is the bridge at Shepherdsville. That is the opinion at depart- 
ment headquarters, as I learn. I have now out numerous scouts to 
ascertain, if possible, whether Morgan is crossing from Boston and 
Bardstown to Shepherdsville. If 1 find that he is on his way to Shep- 
herdsville, I will attack him on the way or endeavor to get in his rear. 

Yours, truly, 

JOHN M. HAELAN, 
Colonel^ Commanding Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. J. T. Boyle. 


Lebanon Junction, January 1, 1863. 

General : A dispatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Holeman, command- 
ing at Lebanon, says Morgan’s forces encamped at Muldraugh’s Hill, 8 
miles from here, on Columbia road, last night. Colonels Hoskins and 
Eeid are pursuing with their commands. When last heard from, Colo- 
nel Hoskins was close upon his rear, near Campbellsville, at 12 o’clock 
to-day. Colonel Halisy, Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, was murdered last 
night by Morgan’s men ; his body is here. Was shot, after he had sur- 
rendered, by a rebel officer. We have captured about 90 of Morgan’s 
men to-day, considerable quantity of arms, ammunition, &c. I will 
send messenger to Hobson and Eeynolds. 

JOHN M. HAELAN, 
Colonelj Commcmding Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. J. T. Boyle. 
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MmsTFOEDViLLE, Haet Ooxustty, Ky., 

January 5, 1863, 

Captain : At a late liour during the night of the 25th of December, 
while encamped at Gallatin, Tenn., I received through the division com- 
mander an order from the general commanding the department to pro- 
ceed with my brigade, by rail, to Bowling Green and Cave City, and 
drive from the line of the Louisville and Kashville Eailroad the rebel 
cavalry of Morgan, then north of the Cumberland Eiver, and meditating, 
as was supposed, the destruction of that railroad. At that time Morgan 
was supposed to be south of Green Eiver, and at some point in the 
vicinity of Cave City or Glasgow. The cars to convey my troops were 
to come from Nashville, and on the morning of the 26th instant (and 
without unnecessary delay after the arrival of the transportation), I left 
Gallatin with my command, five regiments of infantry, and Southwick^s 
battery of artillery. Simultaneously with this movement the Twelfth 
Division, under that accomplished and able officer, Brig. Gen. J. J. Eey- 
nolds, marched toward Scottsville and Glasgow, with a view to inter- 
cept Morgan, in the event that he was driven back in the direction of 
either of those points. Three trains of cars, each drawn by one engine, 
was the amount of transportation furnished me by the railroad authori- 
ties at Nashville. The cars were barely sufficient to contain the men, 
horses, and guns of the brigade, and subsequent developments proved 
either that the engines furnished were very defective or that enough 
engines were not furnished, for when the rear train, containing the 
Fourth Kentucky Infantry (Colonel Croxton), three companies of the 
Seventy-fourth Indiana, the battery horses, and a part of the battery, 
reached South Tunnel, 6 miles north of Gallatin, the engine attached 
thereto became entirely useless, and the train was delayed until another 
engine could be sent from Nashville. While the rear train was halted 
at South Tunnel, waiting for another engine, the passenger train from 
Nashville (Conductor Taylor), arrived, but the conductor refused to per- 
mit his engine to be used to forward any rear train, notwithstanding Colo- 
nel Croxton advised him of the great importance of the expedition upon 
which the brigade was sent, and the imminent danger which might re- 
sult to the entire road from any delay. 

This I learn from Colonel Croxton. I have no personal knowledge of 
these facts, since I was in the advance train, some distance ahead of 
the rear train. Whether the conductor is to be blamed for refusing to 
permit his engine to be detached for the purpose indicated, I do not 
pretend to say ; that is for others to judge 5 my duty is simply to state 
the facts. 

It may be proper also to state that the track of the railroad was, 
when I left Gallatin, in bad condition, from recent rain, though that 
difficulty might have been obviated had more engines been furnished. 

This unfortunate detention delayed the rear train, so that it did not 
reach Bowling Green until 10 o’clock of the night of the 26th. For that 
detention lam not in any wise responsible, as those concerned received 
from me full information as to the number of men, horses, and guns for 
which transportation would be required. 

After my arrival at Bowling Green, I learned that all of Morgan’s 
force was most probably north of Munfordville, beyond the points to 
which I had been ordered, and it was evident that I must follow him 
beyond that ifiace, in order to save any part of the railroad from destruc- 
tion. 

It was not certainly known upon my arrival at Bowling Green whether 
the track was clear to Munfordville ; but as soon as it was ascertained 
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to be safe to proceed farther by rail (which I did in part through dis- 
patches from Ool. E, H. Hobson, commanding at Munfordville, to Gen- 
eral Manson, at Bowling Green), I determined to push forward and save 
as much of the radroad as it was possible to do. 

After supplying my command with one day’s rations at Bowling Green 
(which were very kindly supplied by General Manson), I started for 
Munfordville. When, however, the rear train had gone about 10 miles 
from Bowling Green, its engine got entirely out of order, and it became 
necessary to send back to Bowling Green for another one. This second 
unfortunate detention delayed the rear train, so that it did not reach 
Munfordville until 10 o’clock at night of the 27th. 

My command was disembarked immediately. Here I should state 
that the battery and other horses of the brigade had been on the cars 
for nearly forty hours, without a drop of water or a pound of forage. 
They were fed as well as the supplies would permit,* nothing but corn 
could be obtained at Munfordville to feed them. 

My men, wearied and fatigued by loss of sleep and the crowded con- 
dition of the cars, as much fatigued as if they had been marching, lay 
down upon the damp ground, without tents to shelter them, to rest as 
best they could. Though I had received from the division commander 
at Cave City a dispatch ordering me to proceed to Munfordville and 
drive Morgan from that vicinity, I conceived it to be my duty, under 
my orders, to go even farther, for I believed that Morgan, if unchecked, 
would destroy every bridge and structure on the entire road, thus inter- 
fering very materially with supplies for the main army beyond Nash- 
ville. He had then destroyed the Bacon Creek and Nolin Creek bridges, 
and had probably destroyed the bridge near Elizabethtown, and cap- 
tured our forces there, as he had akeady captured those at Bacon Creek 
and STolin. My only hope, then, was to save the immense trestle-work 
at Muldraugh’s Hill ; and, failing in that, to save the bridges over Boiling 
Fork, near Lebanon Junction, and over Salt Biver, at Shepherdsville. 
These, or any one of these, Jesuits I conceived to be of vital importance 
to the army, and I appealed to the officers and men of my command to 
bear up under any privations in order to accomplish it. 

After resting my men but a few hours, I left Munfordville at 3 o’clock 
on the morning of the 28th with my brigade, and also with the Thir- 
teenth Kentucky Infantry, Major Hobson, and Twelfth Kentucky Cav- 
alry, Colonel Shanks, in all about 2,900 effective men. These last two 
regiments constituted a part of Colonel Hobson’s command at Munford- 
viUe, and were detached at my request to accompany mein the expedi- 
tion. 

On the route from Munfordville to Elizabethtown no enemy was 
seen ; but upon my arrival at Elizabethtown, on the morning of the 29th, 
I learned that Morgan had destroyed the trestle-work on the very day 
upon which I left Munfordville, and had, the previous night, encamped 
10 miles from Elizabethtown, on the Bolling Fork, where the Elizabeth- 
town and Bardstown road crosses that stream. 

I marched immediately in that direction, ordering the cavalry to go 
far in advance. When 1 had gone about 5 miles from Elizabethtown, 
information reached me that the rebels were, in fact, at the place sup- 
I30sed, and would probably soon cross the river. A section of South- 
wick’s battery was ordered to join the cavalry, and, in conjunction with 
it, to detain the rebels at the crossing until the infantry arrived. When 
Colonel Shanks arrived within a mile of the crossing, he discovered, in 
the plain below (our road from Elizabethtown was on a high ridge of 
Muldraugh’s Hill), a body of rebel cavalry, upon whom he ordered the 
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artillery to open, which, was promptly executed, resulting in the rapid 
dispersion of the rebels. The infantry were ordered up double-quick. 
I went to the front in person, and from a high hill I saw quite distinctly 
a very large body of cavalry formed in line of battle near the river. 
Their officers were riding along their line, apparently preparing to give 
us battle. 

Knowing that Morgan had a larger force than I had, I proceeded 
cautiously, and yet as expeditiously as the nature of the ground and 
the circumstances admitted. My men were formed in two lines 5 skir- 
mishers were thrown out from both infantry and cavalry, covering our 
whole front, and were ordered to advance and engage the enemy, the 
whole line following in close supporting distance. The firing com- 
menced on the part of the rebels, on our left ; it was promptly and vig- 
orously responded to by my skirmishers and the artillery. After a 
while the rebels were driven away, and they then made some demon- 
strations to occupy an eminence upon my right. To meet this movement 
the Tenth Indiana (Colonel Carroll) was ordered to occupy that emi- 
nence, from which four companies were ordered to clear the woods on 
the right of my line. The Fourth Kentucky, Colonel Croxton ; Four- 
teenth Ohio, Colonel Este; Seventy-fourth Indiana, Colonel Chapman, 
w^ere ordered to form on the left of the Tenth Indiana. A section or 
the battery was ordered to occupy the eminence, and the Tenth Ken- 
tucky, Lieutenant-Colonel Hays, ordered to support it. This left the 
Thirteenth Kentucky, Major Hobson, on my left, supporting the section 
of the battery stationed there. The firing now became general all along 
the right of our line of skirmishers ; but the rebels, after an obstinate 
resistance, broke and fied precipitately in every direction. Some struck 
out into the woods; some went up the river as far as Kew Haven; some 
swam the river with their horses. Farther pursuit that evening was 
impracticable, and I may say impossible, in the exhausted state of my 
men, they having left Munfordville Sunday morning and come up with 
the enemy the succeeding day at 1 o^clock — 4S miles distant. 

The casualties in my command were as follows, viz : Lieut. Henry W. 
Pollis, of Southwick’s battery (Company C, First Ohio Volunteer Artil- 
lery), fell at his post, mortally wounded. He died the succeeding day. 
He was a promising young officer, and his loss will be severely felt. 
Private Louis W. Finney, Company-!, Tenth Indiana Volunteers, was 
also mortally wounded, and died the 30th. Private John C. Osborn, 
Company A, Tenth Indiana, slightly wounded. Thomas J. Burton, 
Company F, Fourth Kentucky Volunteers, was killed instantly. 

The number of killed and wounded among the rebels I have not had 
an opportunity to ascertain, because, for the most part, they fought 
under cover of a thick, heavy woods, and we marched away from the 
scene of conflict shortly after its conclusion, for reasons hereinafter 
stated. It is certain, however, that among the wounded was General 
Basil W. Duke, commanding a brigade under Morgan, and who is be- 
lieved to be the life and soul of all the movements of the latter; and near 
where he was seen during the engagement 10 dead horses were found 
within a space of 20 feet square, the work of the section of Southwick’s 
battery on the left. Some of the citizens in the vicinity informed me 
that the rebel wounded were taken ofi:* and some of their dead thrown 
into the river ; whether this is true or not I will not pretend to say. 

The rebels encamped that night near Boston, Kelson County. Their 
camp was equally distant with mme from the Boiling Fork Bridge, 
which was believed at Elizabethtown to have been des&oyed ; but not 
being satisfied that such was the case, I dispatched a messenger to that 
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point, who returned at 11.30 o’clock in the night with the information 
that that bridge was still safe. My men were immediately aroused, and 
at midnight I started for the bridge, reaching it before daylight of the 
30tb, and encamped on the south side of it. Thus was this important 
structure saved. Its safety is, however, attributable in part to circum- 
stances which may appear singular, but which, nevertheless, actually 
transpired. 

On the morning of the 29th, two of Morgan’s regiments and a portion 
of his artillery marched from their camp, on Boiling Fork, to the bridge 
(only miles distant), to destroy it, and at the same time capture our 
forces there. The garrison at that place constituted only two compa- 
nies. The rebels reached the vicinity of the bridge, and were about to 
commence an attack, when the firing by my advance upon the remainder 
of their forces notified them that an enemy was near at hand. They 
immediately commenced a rapid movement back to their camp, aban- 
doned the attack upon our forces at the bridge, and joined the remainder 
of the rebel forces by the time that the infantry came up with my ad- 
vance. They arrived in time to participate in the scenes already de- 
scribed. Upon my arrival at the Bolling Fork Bridge, I reported to 
the general commanding the district in which I was operating (General 
Boyle) for orders. He ordered me to remain in camp at the bridge, rest 
my men, protect the bridge, and hold myself in readiness to meet an 
attack on the long bridge over Salt Biver at Shepherdsville, 20 miles 
from Louisville. 

On the morning of the 31st I crossed over to the north side of the 
BoUing Fork, in obedience to orders from^ General Boyle, to resist an 
attack which the commandant at Shepherdsville believed would be 
made upon him that day. Ko attack having been made, I halted, under 
General Boyle’s orders, at Lebanon Junction until January 4, when I 
received orders to return to Gallatin. I am now en route with my bri- 
gade for that place, and will leave here as soon as transportation is 
afforded. 

I do not suppose that the engagement which my command had Avith 
Morgan’s forces could properly be called a battle, the main bodies of 
the respective forces not being engaged. It was simply brisk skirmish- 
ing, exhibiting the utmost willingness, even anxiety, on the part of all 
the officers and men under my command, though outnumbered by the 
enemy in every respect, to engage him at all hazards and, on the part 
of the rebel chieftain and his men, an entire unwillingness to meet them 
upon any fair terms. Every circumstance on the occasion indicated to 
my command that the enemy were disposed to give us battle in force, 
yet nowhere, along the whole line, was there to be observed any, even 
the slightest, faltering by either officers or men. 

To Colonels Este, Chapman, Carroll, Croxton, and Shanks, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Hays, Major Hobson, Captain Southwick, of the battery, 
and to all their brother officers, I return my thanks for the promptness 
and cheerfulness with which, on the line of march, they executed all my 
orders. To the members of my staff, Lieutenants Lisle, McKay, and 
Simpson, and to Capt. Wellington Harlan, volunteer aide, I am indebted 
for the most valuable services rendered throughout the entire expedi- 
tion. More efficient and competent officers are not to be found in tlie 
service. The men under my command deserve the thanks of the country 
for the cheerfulness with which, with insufficient food and rest, they 
bore up under the severest privations, determined to do all witliin the 
power of man to perform the important duty assigned them by the 
general commanding the department. 
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I claim, for my command, that it saved the Eolling Fork Bridge, and 
most probably prevented any attempt to destroy the bridge at Shep- 
herdsville, thus saving from destruction property of immense value, 
and preventing the utter destruction of the line of railway, by which 
our a«*my, near Nashville, was mainly supplied. And I submit whether 
the attack upon Morgan’s forces, the timely arrival of my command at 
Eolling Fork, did /not prevent a raid upon other important points in 
Kentucky. It is very certain that after my command drove the rebel 
chieftain across the Eolling Fork, in such a precipitate manner, he 
abandoned the railroad, and very soon thereafter fled from the State, 
hotly pursued by other forces. 

I cannot permit this occasion to pass without acknowledging the 
promptness with which that gallant officer, Col. E. H. Hobson, furnished 
me all the aid in his power, in the way of men, provisions, and trans- 
portation. The rapidity of my marches is due in a great measure to 
the aid so cheerfully and generously rendered by him. Korean I close 
this report without saying that had sufficient engines been furnished 
to draw the trains, the railroad would have been damaged but very 
little, because, without accident, I could have reached Munfordville in 
abundant time to have caught up with the rebels before they reached 
Elizabeth town 5 certainly before they reached the trestle-work on Mul- 
draugh’s Hill. 

As the operations of my brigade were entirely within the Western 
District of Kentucky, Brigadier-General Boyle commanding, I have 
deemed it my duty, in compliance with his request, to forward to him a 
copy of this report, so that he may be officially advised of all that was 
done by me within his department, in connection with the recent raid 
into Kentucky. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. HAELAN, 
Oolonely Commanding Second Brigade. 

Oapt. Ed. 0. Denig, 

Assistant Ad^ntant-Generalj First Division. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters First Division, 

Gallatin^ Tenn.^ January 11, 1863. 

Eespectfully forwarded. Colonel Harlan , for the energy, prorap toess, 
and success in pursuing and driving rebel forces from railroad, is en- 
titled to the gratitude not only of the people of Kentucky, but of the 
whole Army of the Cumberland. He is, in my opinion, entitled to 
special notice from the commanding general, and anything he can say 
or do for him will be thankfully received. 

SPEED S. FEY, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding Division. 


No. 4. 

Besport of Col. William A. BLosldns^ Twelfth Kentucky Infantry ^ com- 
manding brigade^ including affair at Springfield^ Ky. 

Headquarters Post, 

Lebanon^ Ky., January 6, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of opera- 
tions before Lebanon, commencing on December 26, 1862, at which time 
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I was notified by Brigadier-General Boyle, by telegram, that the rebel 
Morgan was in oiir State, and ending on January 2, 1863, ^t which time 
the pursuit of him was abandoned, by order of Brig. Gen. Speed S. Fry, 
3 miles beyond Columbia : 

At the time I received notice of Morgan’s invasion of the State, and 
movements in the direction of Bardstown or Lebanon, I had under my 
command the Seventh Tennessee, consisting of 258 men. Twelfth Ken- 
tucky Infantry, consisting of 425 men, and Sixteenth Kentucky In- 
fantry, 650. I was informed by the post quartermaster that he had at 
this post near 3,000 head of loose stock, mules and horses, about 300 
wagons, and stock for same, some 200,000 rations, a quantity of ammu- 
nition, and 1,600 stand of small-arms. I did not know h’ow soon Morgan 
would be upon us, and, having no fortifications, as an only means of 
defense, I ordered all the wagons to be placed in corral. 1 also ordered 
guns to be distributed to all the convalescents capable of using them, 
as also to the teamsters, whom I placed under competent commanders. 
I ordered an increase of our picket guards, and a thorough inspection 
of arms, ammuniiion, &c. Knowing that a force of some ten or eleven 
regiments was at Danville, I then telegraphed to Brigadier- General 
Baird for re-enforcements of infantry and a battery of artillery. In re- 
ply, he notified me on December 26 that he had ordered to my support a 
battery of Napoleon guns and two regiments of infantry. From my ob- 
servation, I know of no place so vulnerable as Lebanon, lying, as it were, 
ill a basin surrounded by commanding positions, as also with approaches 
from almost every direction, and I was, therefore, satisfied that a fight 
with equal numbers could not be successfully made within or very near 
the town, and I accordingly determined, should he move upon the place, 
to meet him from 1 to 2 miles from'-the depot. 

On the 28th, I was notified by dispatch from General Boyle that re-en- 
forcements from Danville, which I knew were within 4 or 5 miles of me, 
were recalled. During the day cannonading was distinctly” audible in 
the direction of Elizabethtown or the tunnel. I again urged upon Gen- 
eral Baird the necessity of sending forward re-enforcements, and was by 
him notified, that two strong regiments of infantry had been ordered, 
under command of Colonel Henderson, to join me, and would be at 
Lebanon on the 3d. I then dispatched General Boyle, in anticipation 
of such re-enforcements, suggesting the propriety of halting the Thirty- 
fourth Brigade, which had been ordered to Lebanon, at Muldraugh’s 
Hill. Eeceiving no answer to this dispatch (in consequence, I presume, 
of an interruption in telegraphic communication between this place and 
Louisville), the brigade joined me on the morning of the 29th. On that 
morning I sent out a scouting party of 25 men, under command of Lieu- 
tenant Porter, of the Ninth Kentucky Cavalry, with orders to proceed 
in the direction of New Haven and Bardstown until he could learn some- 
thing definite of Morgan’s force and movements. I had also sent out a 
single and reliable citizen-scout with similar instructions. 

On the morning of the 30th, the citizen returned to camp with intel- 
ligence that he had that morning breakfasted with 15 of Morgan’s men 
at Fredericksburg, distant from us 19 miles. 

About 3 o’clock of the same day Lieutenant Porter also returned, 
confirming the report of the first scout, and stating that the cannon- 
ading heard by us was at Rolling Fork, and that at the point from 
which he had returned he could distinctly hear musketry. 

Morgan’s force was variously estimated at from 7,000 to 11,000. I 
had been notified by General Boyle that Colonel Harlan, with a brigade 
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of infantry, a battery of artillery, and two regiments of cavalry, was 
pressing upon his rear from the direction of Elizabethtown. 

So soon as the above information was received by scouts, I ordered 
strong detachments from the Sixth and Ninth Kentucky Cavalry, under 
command of Colonel Halisy and Lieutenant-Colonel Boyle, to make a 
reconnaissance, with a view of ascertaining whether Morgan would pass 
out by Eaywick and to our right, or whether he was yet upon the 
Springfield and direct road to us. About nightfall this party returned, 
and reported that the enemy had been found encamped on the Spring- 
field road, distant from us 7 miles. Shortly afterward I received infor- 
mation that Morgan had divided his force and sent 2,000 in the direc- 
tion of Haysville. To ascertain the truth of this statement, I ordered 
out detachments from the Sixth and Ninth Kentucky Cavalry, under 
command of Majors Eidler and Farris, to reconnoiter in the direction 
of Barber’s Mill, with instructions that, if the enemy had not passed 
that point, to take the Springfield road and reconnoiter in their rear. 
In the execution of this order, Major Fidler performed a feat of daring 
which is worthy of the highest praise, and which, as well as his subse- 
quent conduct, has proven him one of the most fearless and energetic 
officers in the service. 

On arriving at Barber’s Mill, and learning that the enemy had not 
passed up in that direction, he pursued the Springfield road until he 
came upon one of the enemy’s pickets in the streets of that town, whom 
he captured without attracting notice. He and his men then advanced 
to within a few yards of a battery planted in the streets, fired a volley 
into the midst of the enemy, killing 3 of their number, and retreated to 
camp with their prisoner. 

I have omitted to state in the proper order that, after the return of 
Colonels Halisy and Boyle, and following immediately on their heels, 
the rebels came up and captured one of our vedette pickets only a short 
distance from his p6st. 

After receiving information that Morgan had divided his forces, know- 
ing that Colonel Henderson, with his command, consisting of two strong 
regiments, was within 2 miles of the intersection of the road leading 
from Springfield to Haysville, I sent, by courier, an order to halt his com- 
mand near Bethel Church, ambuscade, and await the arrival of the 
enemy, when he should engage him. 

After learning, through Majors Fidler and Farris, that the enemy had 
sent no force upon that road, I dispatched to Colonel^Henderson to join 
me with all possible speed, having the evening previous sent up 50 
wagons to aid in transporting his command. Judge of my surprise 
when the courier returned and reported that Colonel Henderson had 
fallen back in the direction of Danville, taking with him my wagons. 
All my plans were now disconcerted. With the force at my command 
I did not think that I would be justifiable in attacking Morgan in his 
chosen position, and more particularly when I had no definite idea of 
his real strengtli, which was variously estimated at from 3,000 to 11,000, 
and I was induced to act even more cautiously than I would otherwise 
have done, from the fact that I could hear nothing of Colonel Harlan’s 
command. As I knew that he had engaged Morgan at Boiling Fork, 
and as he did not follow up the pursuit and press him down upon either 
♦General Baird or myself, the inference drawn by me was that Morgan 
had sufficient force to repulse Colonel Harlan, or he would have followed 
up any advantage that might have been gained by him. 

Believing that Morgan’s command was sufibring for rest, at 3 o’clock 
in the morning, December 31, 1 ordered out another reconnoitering party, 
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under command of Major Gratz, of tlie Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, with 
instructions to press upon the enemy, cut off* and capture his i)ickets, if 
possible, fire into his camp and retire, after ascertaining whether he had 
changed position. This order was executed, and Major Gratz returned 
with the report that the enemy had advanced 2 miles in our direction. 

I have omitted to state that my chosen position for action was on the 
Springfield road, and I had, on the evening of December 30, selected a 
position for one section of the battery, which was placed and masked, 
supported by Company A, Sixteenth Kentucky. The position chosen 
was in the angle formed by the Springfield road and Cartwright^s Creek. 
This position commanded the Springfield road for miles, and was 
strengthened by a precipitous bluff* on the right flank. At this point I 
felt we must meet the enemy 5 for, if they were permitted to pass it, and 
gain possession of a copse of timber and the commanding position on the 
hill, they could shell us in the town, while their riflemen could advance 
under cover of the timber until they would be in range of any line of 
battle formed north of town, and which would of necessity leave us fully 
exposed, as the ground was entirely open. These arrangements having 
been made, after the report of Major Gratz I ordered Colonel Halisy 
to make another reconnaissance upon the Springfield road to ascertain 
whether the enemy was really advancing with a view of attacking us. 

Colonel Halisy left camp about 7 a. m. on December 31, and at 11 a. 
m. sent back a courier with the information that he had proceeded as far 
as their camp of the night previous, which they had abandoned. Colo- 
nel Halisy was then directed in the event they should have moved, with 
a view of passing either to the right or left of us, to pursue, hang upon 
their rear, and, if possible, harass them to a stand. Finding they had left, 
he pressed on to Springfield, and in the direction of Muldraugh’s Hill. 

About noon citizens came rushing into town with the most extrava- 
gant reports regarding Morgan’s force, and assuring us that he was ad- 
vancing on the place, with his right column moving from the direction 
of Saint Mary’s Church, on the Lebanon Branch Eailroad. To ascer- 
tain the truth of this statement, I ordered another reconnaissance to be 
made in that direction by Lieutenant-Colonel Boyle, of the Kinth Ken- 
tucky Cavalry, who set out to execute the order in command of a de- 
tachment of 300 men from his regiment. 

In anticipation of pursuing Morgan, in case he should give us the go- 
by, I had also ordered the commanders of different regiments to draw 
five days’ rations and be in readiness to move without camp or gar- 
rison equipage at a moment’s warning, and I also ordered all the teams 
at the post to be in readiness to move at a moment’s notice. In the 
mean time I had heard nothing from Colonel Halisy since 11 a. m., and 
already felt considerable anxiety in regard to his safety. 

At 5 p. m. I received information that Colonel Halisy was still in 
pursuit of the enemy, who was moving in the direction of Muldraugh’s 
Hill, and from their rear guard he had succeeded in capturing 15 pris- 
oners, whom he sent into camp. About the same time Colonel Boyle 
returned, bringing into cami> some prisoners, with the assurance that 
Morgan’s main body had passed Saint Mary’s Church. I knew we had 
a force at Glasgow, and had been informed that we had a force at or 
near Greensburg, under command of Colonel Wolford, to whom I had 
on the 30th started a courier, notifying him that I would pursue Morgan, 
should he pass west of us, and suggesting the propriety of his moving 
his command to Pinchinn or Muldraugh’s Hill, Unfortunately, how- 
ever, this courier was captured wd paroled Jbefore he reached Ooloael 
Wolford. 
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On December 31, at 6 p. m., my command, consisting of a squadron 
of the Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, under Major Gratz ; a squadron of the 
Ninth Kentucky Cavalry, under command of Major Eue ; the Twelfth 
Kentucky Infantry, the Sixteenth Kentucky Infantry (which two regi- 
ments, together with the Seventh Tennessee, had "been temporarily 
brigaded and placed under command of Colonel Craddock, of the Six- 
teenth Kentucky) ; the battery of artillery, and the Thirty-fourth Bri- 
gade, commanded by Colonel Beid, moved in pursuit. The order of 
march was as follows : First, the squadron of cavalry, under Major 
Gratzj second, one section of the battery ^ third, the Ninth Kentucky 
Cavalry ; fourth, section of the battery, supported by Company A, of 
the Sixteenth Kentucky; fifth. Sixteenth Kentucky Infantry; sixth, 
section of the battery, supported by Company I, of the Sixteenth Ken- 
tucky ; seventh, Twelfth Kentucky Infantry, mounted in wagons ; eighth, 
the brigade of Colonel Beid, unbroken. In the above order we moved 
on the Oampbellsville road until we reached a point near New Market. 
Here we were informed by a citizen of the death of the gallant, accom- 
plished, and lamented Colonel Halisy, whom I could but admire for 
his great zeal in the cause of our Union, and the energy and prompt- 
ness with which he executed every order confided to him. By his death 
the service has lost one of its most accomplished and chivalrous officers, 
and the community one of its most useful and honorable citizens. We 
were also informed by the same person that the rebels were then en- 
camped 2 miles to our right, on the Bolling Fork. A halt of the column 
was ordered. Major Eue, of the Ninth Kentucky Cavalry, was ordered 
forward to guard the bridge over Bolling Fork. A strong cavalry 
picket was sent back upon the road leading from Saint Mary’s to 
Lebanon, and which intersects the Campbell s\ille road miles in 
our rear. This I thought necessary to prevent their passing to our 
rear upon Lebanon, and thence through Bradfordsville and Somerset, 
in the event they should discover our movement toward Muldraugh’s 
Hill. I also ordered a reconnaissance of their position, which duty was 
assigned to Major Bue, his men being familiar with the locality in which 
they were said to be encamped. I ordered the remaining force to form 
In line of battle, with the artillery in position, and each section sup- 
ported by a select company of riflemen from the Twelfth and Sixteenth 
Kentucky. In this position they were required to bivouac on their arms 
and without fires. 

Near daylight on the morning of the 1st instant, the reconnoitering 
party returned, with the report that the rebels had left camp. I imme- 
diately ordered the column to be in readiness to move, and the march 
was resumed in the order of the previous night, except the transporta- 
tion, which was turned over to the Thirty-fourth Brigade, the Twelfth 
and Sixteenth Kentucky marching. 

On arriving at the summit of Muldraugh’s Hill, I learned that the 
enemy’s rear guard had passed about 12 o’clock the night x)revious. 
From citizens I learned that they had passed up the old Dug road, 
which intersects the Campbellsvilie road on the summit of MuUiraugh’s 
Hill. We now forwarded with all possible celerity, in the hope that 
we might come upon them at Oampbellsville, or at all events be in sup- 
porting distance, should Colonel Wolford’s or any other force attack 
them in front or on the flank. Our cavalry was much worn down by 
scouting both at Lebanon and on the border. They were also in bad 
condition to attack a superior force, inasmuch as they were poorly 
armed, the Sixth Kentucky having no arms but pistols and sabers. 
Notwithstanding they were thus poorly armed, they manifested a dis- 
10 B E— VOL XX, PT I 
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position to press forward, which, they were allowed to do with as much 
speed as I deemed consistent with prudence, I endeavoring to keep the 
infantry within quick supporting distance. 

On arriving within 2 miles of Oampbellsville, I was informed by citi- 
zens and paroled soldiers that the rebel rear guard was still at that 
place, engaged in destroying commissary goods abandoned by the Thirty- 
fourth Brigade, The column being well closed up, I ordered the cavalry 
to charge upon the town, which they did in handsome style, resulting, 
however, in the capture of but a few prisoners, the main force having 
left some five hours previous. Knowing that a considerable quantity 
of forage had been collected at Green Eiver Bridge, and believing that 
the enemy would halt there to feed and rest his stock, I ordered Majors 
Gratz and Eue, with one section of artillery, to press forward, hoping 
to prevent by rapid pursuit the destruction of forage and bridge ; also 
directing the shelling of their rear at every available point, with the 
further view of attracting the attention of any force that might be to 
our right, and thus defining to them the route pursued by us. 

At 2 o’clock our advance came in sight of the ruins of Green Eiver 
Bridge, when, believing that further pursuit was cut off, the section of 
the battery was placed in position and opened fire, not so much with a 
view of damaging the enemy, but as signal guns to any force which 
might be in reach of Columbia, trusting to thus give them a cue to the 
route pursued by the rebels. I ordered the troops to go immediately 
into camp, feed stock, and make details for cooking, while the men could 
get that rest they so much needed, after the forty-eight hours heavy 
duty they had undergone. 

I also ordered the company of Pioneers attached to the Thirty-fourth 
Brigade to be immediately set to work in clearing the obstructions from 
a dirt road that crossed the river but a few hundred yards below the 
bridge. In the meantime the whole column closed up, the Twelfth and 
Sixteenth Kentucky having marched 22 miles in seven consecutive 
hours, I had not yet aband^oned the hope of overtaking the enemy at 
Cumberland Eiver. 

I also learned that Colonel Wolford was certainly at Greensburg, in 
command of four regiments of cavalry. I immediately dispatched to 
him, notifying him of our pursuit, and suggesting that he should press 
on to Columbia, and, in the event that he should find Morgan in camp at 
the latter place, to quietly await our arrival, which would be some time 
during the night. 

By 10 p. m. of the 1st instant, the obstructions in the road were re- 
moved. I then directed that the whole cavalry force under my command 
should move forward, accompanied by one section of the battery, with 
instructions to Colonel Boyle that, if he should find Morgan in camp at 
Columbia, not to disturb him, unless he should attempt to move off, 
until he was supported by my infantry or Colonel Wolford’s cavalry. Fol- 
lowing immediately in the rear of the cavalry was the remainder of the 
force under my command. As soon as I saw the principal part of the 
Thirty-fourth Brigade across the river, I pressed forward to the front, 
and, to my surprise, found the whole column halted, at 6 a. m., 6 miles 
from the bridge, which they had left at 11 o’clock the i)revious night. 
The apology for such a direct violation of orders by the cavalry was, 
that a citizen had told them that Morgan had left Columbia at 8 o’clock 
the previous night, and that their horses were worn down. The infantry 
and artillery were moved forward, and reached Columbia about noon on 
the 2d instant, when, learning that the Cumberland was certainly ford- 
able, 1 abandoned the pursuit and ordered my men into camp. 
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Soon after going into camp, General Fry arrived and assumed com- 
mand of all the troops in the vicinity of Columbia, and ordered the pur- 
suit to be resumed, which order was countermanded at a point 3 miles 
beyond Columbia. The result of these operations was the capture of 
about 150 prisoners, a number of horses and trappings, some arms, two 
caissons, and a quantity of ammunition for artillery and small-arms. 
It is also reported by a citizen that one of our shells exploded among 
the rebel rear guard at Green Eiver, and killed 3 of their number. 

I regret that there could not be more concerted action between Colo- 
nel Harlan and myself, for, had he pressed upon and followed Morgan 
to Springfield, I could have attacked him in front while he engaged his 
rear, or we could have attacked him unitedly. I also regret that the 
re-enforcements from Danville never reached me. My determination 
was to attack Morgan at Springfield, had they come up. 

To Colonel Eeid and the officers and men of his brigade I take pleas- 
ure in expressing my thanks for the promptness and alacrity with which 
they executed orders confided to them. It may be proper to state that 
the" aggregate force of this brigade did not exceed 1,800 men, and my 
whole efi:ective force did not exceed 3,300 men. 

To Captain Miller, of Company M, First Illinois Battery, thanks are 
due for his efficient services as an artillery officer. 

My thanks are due to Colonel Craddock for his energy and valuable 
suggestions, as well as to all the officers on the expedition. But, above 
all, the gaUant soldiers composing the command deserve especial notice 
for the cheerfulness with which they endured the privations to which 
they were necessarily subjected and the alacrity with which they obeyed 
all orders. 

To my aides, Captain Letcher, of the Twelfth; Captain Hilpp, of* the 
Tenth; Lieutenant Mannen, of the Sixteenth Kentucky, and Lieutenant 
l^ell, of the First Kentucky Battery, my thanks are due for the efficient 
manner in which they discharged their duties. 

Captain Gaubert, post quartermaster, displayed great energy and 
efficiency in getting up, on short notice, transportation and rations for 
the expedition. And while it may seem invidious to make distinctions 
where all deserve commendation, yet especial thanks are due to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gault and Major Harbeson, of the Sixteenth Kentucky ; 
Majors Farris, Eue, and Fidler, of the cavalry, and Dr. S. M. Oartmell, 
medical director of the expedition; nor should I forget Capts. John S. 
and Carr B. White, of the Sixteenth Kentucky, and Lieutenant Crozier, 
of the Twelfth, who, with their companies, supported sections of bat- 
tery, and were always in place and ready for duty. 

I ought, perhaps, to state that I labored under great disadvantage, 
from the fact that I could get no definite information of Morgan’s force. 
I had been officially notified that Morgan, at the time of his attack on 
Elizabethtown, had less than 3,000 men, and certainly but two pieces of 
artillery. I had also been officially notified that simultaneously with 
his attack on that place an attack was made on Munlordville, supposed 
to be led by Kirby Smith, whose force was unknown. When I learned 
that the force advancing on Lebanon certainly had ten pieces of artil- 
lery, I inferred that a junction of the two forces had been effiected, the 
whole force being reported by citizens and scouts at 11,000. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. A. HOSKIKS, 
Colonel^ Commanding JEJcc^edition. 

Brig. Gen. C. C. Gilbert, 

Comdg. Tenth Division^ Army of the Cumberland, 
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INo.' 5. 

Report of Col, Edward S, Hobson^ Thirteenth Kentucky Infantry^ com- 

manding at Munfo7*dville^ including skirmishes at Glasgow^ near Oreenh 

Chapel, at Bear Wallow, and at Bacon Creek, Ky, 

Headquarters, 

Munfordville, Ky,, January 4, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit a report of the disposition of 
the troops under my command at this point during the recent raid of 
Morgan on the line of the Louisville and Nashville Eailroad. 

On December 17, 1862, 1 received information of a rebel force being 
in the State. I immediately put my scouts on the alert, and waited for 
the enemy to make some move by which I could detect his design. 

On the 24th I received a dispatch from General Eeynolds, at Gallatin, 
stating that a large rebel force had crossed the Cumberland at Gaines- 
ville, and were making for Glasgow. I received dispatches at the same 
time from Generals Eoyle and Gilbert, confirming what I had formerly 
heard. 

On the evening of December 24, Companies C, L, M, and H, Second 
Michigan Cavalry, under orders from Gallatin to Munfordville, captured 
a man belonging to Morgan’s command, who reported a large force in 
Glasgow. Company C, Lieutenant Harrow, met the advance of the 
enemy in the town, and a skirmish ensued, in which our loss was 1 killed, 
1 wounded, and 16 prisoners. The loss of the enemy was 1 major, 1 
captain, 1 lieutenant, and several privates killed and wounded, and 7 
prisoners. 

It being nearly dark, and the enemy clothed in our uniform, it was 
with difficulty that friends could be distinguished from foes. After re- 
pulsing the advance guard of Morgan, the Second Michigan fell back to 
Cave City, their retreat being covered by the Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry, 
Col. Q. C. Shanks, and both returned to camp, the Twelfth Kentucky 
Cavalry to get new arms, which had just arrived, and the Second Michi- 
gan Cavalry to rest from a march of 60 miles in less than twenty-four 
hours, men and horses being completely exhausted. 

The siege guns, which were anxiously expected, having arrived on 
the morning of December 25, at 1 o’clock, I immediately put a force to 
work to manufacture the proper technical fixtures, which I was pained 
to learn had been entirely neglected in shipping the guns, and place 
them in position on the north side of the river. At the same time I had 
the floor of the bridge planked over to render it safe in crossing, should 
re-enforcements be required on either side. I also telegraphed General 
Boyle all the information of importance, and asked him for additional 
ammunition for infantry, and sponges, rammers, sights, elevating screws, 
&c., for the siege guns. 

On the 24th I had taken all pains to learn the real strength of the 
enemy, which I found variously estimated at from 3,000 to 4,500, com- 
manded by Major-General Morgan, the regiments by Duke, G^no, Cluke, 
Ohenault, Bennett, Stoner, and Breckinridge, with White’s battery of 
eight guns, the largest a 12-pounder. White’s name is supposed to be 
Eobinson, formerly of Kentucky. 

At 5 a. m., December 25, 1 again ordered the Twelfth Kentucky Cav- 
ahy. Colonel Shanks, to Cave City and beyond to Bear Wallow, with 
the First and Second Battalions, the Third, under Major Stout, being 
ordered on the Greensburg road to Burnt Bridge Ford, north of Green 
Eiver, and two companies each, Fourth and Fifth Indiana Cavaliy, Col. 
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Isaac P. Gray, on the Burkesville road, south of Green Eiver, with 
instructions to each to give battle, and, if overpowered by largely supe- 
rior forces, to skirmish the way back to Woodson ville, sending couriers 
often to my headquarters. 

When near Green’s Chapel, G miles from Munford ville, Colonel Gray 
attacked the advance guard of Morgan, and about the same time Colo- 
nel Shanks attacked the rear guard at Bear Wallow, 12 miles from this 
point. The advance guard fell back on the main body, with a loss of 9 
killed, 22 wounded, and 5 prisoners, our loss being 1 killed, 2 prisoners, 
and several horses killed. The Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry, in the rear, 
killed 1, wounded 2, and took 2 officers and 10 men prisoners, with no 
loss. 

The force and position of the enemy being ascertained by these move- 
ments, the cavalry was ordered back to camp, leaving vedettes to watch 
the movements of the enemy. I telegraphed General Granger, General 
Boyle, and General Gilbert everything of importance, and telegraphed 
General Boyle the condition of the guns and the want of ammunition. 
I sent dispatches frequently, but could get no answer from the operator 
in Louisville to the call of the operator at this point during the after- 
noon of the 25th, until too late to effect anything by trains from Louis- 
ville. I also telegraphed that it was Morgan’s design to attack the 
tunnel and the works beyond. 

AtOp.m. the 25th, scouts brought the information thatlOO of theenemy 
were crossing tlie river at Burnt Bridge Ford. This was confirmed during 
the night by reports that the whole force was crossing and moving in 
the direction of Hammonds ville. I immediately ordered Captain Dickey, 
of the Second Michigan, to proceed to Bacon Creek stockade, reporting 
to my headquarters by courier at 9 and 10 a. m., and oftener, if neces- 
sary, and also ordered the Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry, Colonel Shanks, 
toward Hammondsville, to report often by courier. Soon after arriving 
at Bacon Creek and arranging his pickets, Captain Dickey was attacked 
by the advance of Morgan, and flanked by a large force. Captain Dickey 
having less than 80 men for duty, on account of the exertions of the 
23d and 24:th, was compelled to fall back on Munfordvilie, fighting his 
way. Learning this by courier, I shifted Colonel Shanks, with the ex- 
ception of two companies, from the Greensburgroad to cover the retreat 
of the Second Michigan, by attacking the enemy, and, gradually fall- 
ing back on Munfordvilie, to draw him in and give play for the skir- 
mishers — the Twenty-fifth Michigan Infantry, Colonel Moore, on the 
right ; Lieutenant-Colonel Carey, Thirty-sixth Indiana, in the center, 
with the convalescent battalion, and Major Hobson, commanding Thir- 
teenth Kentucky, on the left. 

The officers and men of these commands acted with great promptness 
and ease while performing the various evolutions, but the wary foe 
would not engage them. A few shots were fired by the Twelfth Ken- 
tucky Cavalry, when the enemy fell back to Bacon Creek. 

During this skirmish our loss was 21 men and 2 officers taken pris- 
oners. Loss of the enemy not known. 

During the night of the 26th, believing that Morgan would make an 
attack on this place from the other side of the river, I made arrange- 
ments for ferrying from the south side the only two field pieces under 
Lieutenant Hale, Sixth Michigan Battery ^ also to bring over ammuni- 
tion by way of the bridge on a hand-car. 

I kept tlie Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry in line of battle between Bacon 
Creek and Munfordvilie until after dark on the 26th 5 and, believing 
that if an attack was made in the morning the depot would be burned, 
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I doubled my line of pickets and removed the stores within the fortifica- 
tions. • 

The gallant hero of inferior numbers did not attack me on the morn- 
ing of the 27th, and I was forced to be content with re-enforcing Colonel 
Harlan with the Thirteenth Kentucky Infantry and nine companies of 
the Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry, at the urgent request of Colonel Shanks, 
whose services he will, of course, mention in his report in a proper 
manner. 

The troops were all in readiness for the reception of Morgan. The 
brass guns (6-pounders), under command of Captain Demarest, Twenty- 
fifth Michigan Infantry, manned by infantry, were placed in positions 
commanding Bacon Creek and Greensburg roads, and the siege guns 
being in the fortifications near the bridge, under special charge of Cap- 
tain Stacey, inspector-general of the Tenth Division, whose perse- 
verance in overcoming the difficulties of mounting the guns without the 
proper equipments, deserves the highest praise. The officers and men 
of my command during these movements bore themselves with the most 
soldierly behavior. 

I cannot speak too highly of the cavalry commands of Colonels Gray 
and Shanks, Captains Dickey and Twyman, for the valuable services 
they rendered constantly. 

Flegle’s sharpshooters were promptly at their post, ready at any time 
to do their duty as becomes their commands, as also the One hundred 
and seventh Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel McComas. Th e Twenty-seventh 
Kentucky, Lieut. Col. J. H. Ward, also rendered efficient service south 
of the river, not forgetting to bring to your notice Lieutenant Hale’s 
sixth section Sixth Michigan Battery, and Captain Hall, commanding 
battalion of the Thirty-third Kentucky. 

I was materially assisted in my duties of the disposition and move- 
ments of my command by J. S. Butler, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, and Captain Stacey, of General Gilbert’s staff ; also by the energy 
and efficiency of volunteer aides, Lieutenant Smith, Thirteenth Ken- 
tucky, and Lieutenant Dawson, Thirty-third Kentucky; also Post 
Quai'termaster and Lieutenant Cummings. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. HOBSOK, 
Colonel^ Commanding Fast, 

GEOEaE K. Speed, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Division. 


Ko. 6. 

Report of Capt FranJc W, Dickey, Second Michigan Cavalry, of skirmish 

at Glasgow, Ky. 

Cave CitYj’Ky., 
December 24, 186^ — 8.04 p. m. 

General: The Second Battalion of Michigan Cavalry were attacked 
at Glasgow at dark this evening. Two of our men killed. Two or three 
rebels killed. We were on the march from Gallatin to Munfordville. 
Rebels supposed to be strong — have two batteries. 

F. W. DICKEY, 

Captain. 

General Eoseobans. 
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Xo. 7. 

Report of GoL Isaac P. Gray^ Fourth Indiana Gavalryy of slcirmish near 

Greenes Gha^elj Ky. 

Munpordvidle, Becemler 31, 1862. 

Colonel : In accordance with your order, I took the forces under my 
command, consisting of two companies of the Fourth Indiana Cavalry 
and two companies of the Fifth Indiana Cavalry, and proceeded to scout 
the road. I had just reached the pike with the column when my ad- 
vance, which was about 1 mile ahead, was fired upon by the advance 
of the enemy. I immediately ordered the fences to be thrown down on 
each side of the road, and directed Cai)tain Purdy’s company, of Fourth 
Indiana Cavalry, to proceed through the field on the right of the pike, 
and form his company in line of battle. He had just got his company 
formed when the enemy came on at full speed, on a charge, 300 strong, 
and, when within shooting distance, commenced firing. I sent Lieu- 
tenant Smith, in command of Company C, of Fifth Indiana Cavalry, 
through «the field on the left of the pike, and ordered him to proceed 
down a hollow in the field out of view of the enemy, who did not dis- 
cover him until he commenced firing at not to exceed oO yards range, 
which threw him into confusion and caused him to retreat in disorder, 
with a loss of 9 killed, and, as near as I can ascertain, 22 wounded and 
5 prisoners. My loss was 1 killed and 2 taken prisoners, by being in- 
toxicated and straggling behind the command. I had also several 
horses shot. I had scarcely got my command reorganized before the 
main force of the enemy, 4,500 strong, came on at full speed, flanking 
at both sides for the purpose of surrounding my command, but were not 
fast enough to efiect this object. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

ISAAC P. GBAT, 
Colonelj Fourth Indiana Cavalry. 

Colonel Hobson. 


8 . 

Report of Col. William H. Benneson^ Seventy-eighth Illinois Infantry^ of 
skirmish at Few Haven, Ky. 

Hdqrs. Seventy-eighth Eegiivient Illinois Yols., 

Few Haveyi, Ky., January 10, 1863. 

Sir : In obedience to the order of General Gilbert, requiring a report 
of the late aJffair between the troops of my command at this place and a 
body of the enemy, I have the honor to report as follows: 

The enemy appeared in the vicinity of the stockade at this place on 
the evening of the 29th ultimo, and displayed a force much superior to 
my own, but the extent of his numbers I could not ascertain. The weak- 
ness of my command, consisting of one company (H, Seventy-eighth 
Illinois Volunteers) only, numbering 80 guns, and the strict orders I was 
under to keep within 300 yards of the stockade, and act on the defensive 
alone, prevented me making any reconnaissance to ascertain his strength. 
In anticipation of an attack from him the next morning, the stockade 
and its environs were cleared for action, and every precaution taken to 
secure the safety of my men as far as possible under the circumstances. 

About 9 o’clock the next morning (December 30), after a formal de- 
mand for the surrender of the post, and refusal, the enemy, with one 
piece of artillery (a 12-pounder howitzer)^ but with a force smaller than he 
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displayed the evening before, emerged from the timber on the north- 
west of our position, advanced along the south side of the railroad to 
within 1,000 yards of the stockade, and there took his first position. 

In the mean time the forces of my command were disposed as follows: 
Lieutenant Beers, with one-fourtk of the command, occupied the rifle- 
pits on* the northwest side of the stockade ; sentinels were placed with- 
out the stockade at divers points, commanding views of all surround- 
ings not visible from the stockade itself. The balance of my force, under 
Captain Allen, were distributed within the stockade, so as to detect the 
advance of the enemy from any and all quarters he might see proper to 
attack us. 

The enemy bombarded ns for some time from his position first taken, 
as above stated 5 then changed his position to a point some 200 yards 
south of his first, threw a number of shells, and changed position again 
to a point stiil farther south of his last one, and at the distance of 700 
yards irom the stockade. He also, at the same time, dismounted a por- 
tion of his forces and deployed in the corn-field, situated between the 
meadow in which he first planted his. artillery and the stockade, and 
sent another portion of his forces to the north side of the railroad, and 
down the wagon-road leading to the ford at the railroad bridge, with 
the evident design of occupying if possible the north bank of the rail- 
road, near the ford. 

To prevent the accomplishment of this object by the enemy, Lieuten- 
ant Simmons was sent, with a few men, to the threatened point, but on 
reaching it found the enemy in hasty retreat, from the fire of the single 
sentinel who had been placed there prior to the commencement of the 
action. 

In the mean time the enemy, having thrown a number of shells from 
his third position, was proceeding to take a fourth, still nearer to us. 
His forces, deployed in the corn-field, had advanced to within 600 yards 
of the stockade, and opened upon us with small-arms. 

At this juncture we commenced a rapid fire upon the enemy with 
all our disposable force. The damagiug effects of our fire were imme- 
diately apparent. The cannoneers abandoned their cannon, and only 
returned to remove it out of our range. The forces in the corn-field 
receded from their advanced position. In a few minutes the rout became 
general, and the enemy, moving at a rapid pace and in a disorderly 
mass, disappeared from view in the timber from which he had emerged 
prior to the attack. 

The enemy received some punishment, but to what extent we do not 
certainly know, as he carried his killed and wounded from the field with 
him. From information obtained since the affair, we have reason to 
believe he lost 3 killed and 10 or 12 wounded. My command received 
no damage whatever. The stockade remains uninjured. The affair 
lasted one hour and a half. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of my officers and 
men during the attack. Though not one of them had ever been under 
fire before, they behaved like veterans. 

In concluding this report, I should do injustice to my own feelings 
should I omit to acknowledge the very great obligations I am under to 
Captain Allen, Lieutenants Beers and Simmons, and my adjutant. Lieu- 
tenant Green, for their efficient support prior to and during the affair. 

Very respectfully, 

WILLIAM H. BEli7I^ESOI>r, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

GEonaE K. Speed, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Louisville, Ky, 
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Ko. 9. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. John H. Morgan^ G. S. Army^ commanding expedi- 
tion.* 

Headquarters Army of Kentucky, 

Gamphellsmlle, Ky.^ Becemher 31, 1862. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that thus far the success of this 
expedition is complete, and that every object that was contemplated has 
been attained. My first meeting with the enemy occurred at Glasgow, 
Ky., on December 24. My advance guard, on entering the town shortly 
after dark, fell in with four companies of the Second Michigan Oavajry. 
A slight skirmish ensued, in which I lost 3 wounded (2 mortally), and the 
enemy had 4 or 5 killed and wounded and some 20 taken prisoners. 
The enemy passed through town in the direction of Munfordville. 

The next morning I moved forward early with my command. About 
10 miles this side of Green Eiver, a slight skirmish took place, in which 
none were hurt on either side, and we captured several prisoners. 

The next morning I sent part of my command to take the stockade 
at Bacon Greek, while I moved on with the main body to Upton and 
iSTolin. By 4 p. m. all the places had surrendered and the stockades and 
trestles were on fire. That night I encamped at Kolin, having taken 
and paroled some 200 prisoners, with only 2 or 3 slightly wounded on 
my side. 

The next morning I moved to Elizabethtown. On arriving near the 
place, much to my surprise, I was met by a flag of truce, informing me 
That I was surrounded, and demanding an unconditional surrender of 
myself and command. To this proposition I declined to accede, and 
made a counter demand for an unconditional surrender. On its being 
refused, I immediately began to shell the "houses in which the enemy 
had taken refuge. After a brisk firing of three-quarters of an hour from 
the batteries and skirmishers, the place was surrendered. Eight com- 
panies were taken and paroled. Three bridges were burned, and the 
entire track for miles set on fire. 

December 28 I moved toward the long trestles, about 5 and 6 miles 
from Elizabethtown, I sent Colonel Breckinridge and command toward 
one trestle, while I moved with the remainder toward the other. I sent 
in flags of truce, demanding a surrender, which was declined, I then 
opened fire, and after some shelling and skirmishing for about an hour 
the stockades surrendered. The stockades, trestles, and a quantity of 
army stores were destroyed. About 700 prisoners were taken and 
paroled. No one on either side killed or wounded. I moved on that 
night to the Boiling Fork and encamped. 

Next morning, just as the rear of my command was crossing the fork, 
the enemy began shelling me in the rear. I immediately threw out some 
six or seven companies as skirmishers, drove back their line, finished 
crossing the river, and moved on to Bardstown that same night. Here 
I turned my course and began to march southward. 

On the morning of the 30th I left Bardstown, and reached Springfield 
the same evening. Hearing at Springfield that there was a large force 
of the enemy at Lebanon, I determined not to attack them, but to elude 
them by leaving Lebanon on my left and by making a night march, 
which I accomplished successfully, and reached this point, leaving the 

^ For General Bragg^s letter transmitting this, with Forrest’s report, see Series I, 
VoLXVn, Part I,p. 591, 
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enemy in my rear this evening, and am now holding telegraphic com- 
munication with him. 

I have also to report that the Federal colonel, [Dennis J.] Halisy, of 
the Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, commanding brigade, while engaged in 
picking up some stragglers of mine, was killed in a hand-to-hand con- 
flict by Lieutenant [George B.] Eastin, of my command, and a lieutenant 
accompanying him was captured. The Federal forces are now moving 
down upon me. They left Lebanon this afternoon. I leave early to- 
morrow morning. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHK H. MORGANT, 

Brigadier- General, 

Lieut. Col. Geoege William Brent, 

A. A. ©., Army of Tennessee,, and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Morgan’s Division, 

Smithville, Tenn.^ January 8 , 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the action of 
the forces under my command during the late expedition into Kentucky : 

On the morning of December 22, 1862, 1 left Alexandria, Tenn., with 
ail effective force of 3,100 guns and seven pieces of artillery, which I 
divided into two brigades, placing the first under command of Col. 
B. W. Duke [Second Kentucky Cavalry], and the second under com- 
mand of Col. W. C. P. Breckinridge [Kinth Kentucky Cavalry]. About 
dusk I crossed the Cumberland River, which I found easily fordable, 
and encamped some 3 or 4 ihiles on the other side. I found the people 
generally well disposed, and that vague rumors of my coming had pre- 
ceded me. 

On the morning of the 23d I made an early start, and succeeded (though 
the way for the most part was extremely rough) in making Centreville 
that evening, a distance of some 30 miles. 

The following day (December 24) I marched to within 6 miles of 
Glasgow, where my first encounter with the enemy took place. I had 
encamped the main bod.y of my command some 6 miles from the town, 
and had sent two companies to take possession of it. As they entered 
the town, they encountered the advance guard of a battalion of the Sec- 
ond Michigan Cavalry. It being quite dark, some little time elapsed 
before either party became aware of the presence of an enemy, when 
a skirmish took place, in which Captain [ W. E.] Jones [Company A, 
Kinth Kentucky Cavalry], and a private of Breckinridge’s regiment 
were mortally, and Lieut. Samuel O. Peyton, of Duke’s regiment, seri- 
ously, wounded, and some 0 or 7 of my men taken prisoners. Kot know- 
ing in what force the enemy might be, my squadron fell back, when the 
enemy passed through town and took the road to Munfordville. Sev- 
eral of the enemy were killed and wounded, and 22 prisoners, including 
a captain, were captured and paroled. 

The next morning (December 25) I passed through Glasgow and took 
the Bear Wallow turnpike in the directioii of Munfordville. About 10 
miles from Green River my scouts reported that a battalion of cavalry 
was drawn up in line, awaiting our approach. I threw forward two 
companies and a section of artillery to engage them, made my disposi- 
tions for an extended engagement, and advanced as rapidly as possible. 
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The enemy, however, did not wait to receive the charge of the force I 
had sent forward, but, after firing a few random shots, took to flight and 
left the road clear. I then made the best of my way througli to Green 
Eiver, which I succeeded in crossing with consi'dera&e difficulty, owing 
to the steep and muddy banks, and reached Hammondsville with my 
command at midnight. 1 had ordered Colonel Breckinridge, as he 
passed the cross-road leading to Woodsonville, to send two companies 
in that direction, with instructions to drive in the enemy’s pickets, and 
immediately on my arrival at Hammondsville I dispatched two compa- 
nies of Colonel Duke’s command, with similar instructions, in the direc- 
tion of Munfordville. My object was to induce the enemy to believe 
that I intended to attack the fortifications at Green Eiver, and, by so 
threatening him, to divert his attention from the combined attack which 
I intended to make the succeeding day on the stockades at Bacon Creek 
and Nolin. 

The next morning (December 26) I sent Duke’s and [E. M.] Gano’s 
[Seventh Kentucky Cavalry] regiments and a section of Palmer’s bat- 
tery, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel [John B.] Hutcheson [Sec- 
ond Kentucky Cavalry], to attack the stockade at Bacon Creek, while 
I moved on with the main body of the forces to Upton. A heavy rain 
had fallen during the night, and it was still raining hard, so that it was 
with the utmost difficulty that the artillery and trains made any prog- 
ress whatever. It was, therefore, nearly 11 o’clock before I heard Colo- 
nel Hutcheson’s cannon open. On arriving at Upton, I cut the telegraph 
wire, and my operator was soon in communication with Louisville, Cin- 
cinnati, and other points. No important messages were received, how- 
ever, except one informing me of the arrival of a train loaded with 
amihunition, smaU arms, and two pieces of rifled cannon, which I imme- 
diately took measures to intercept, but unfortunately missed. 

It being now nearly 3 p. m., I sent forward to Nolin, under charge of 
Colonel Duke, the remainder of the forces, with the exception of John- 
son’s regiment and the other section of Palmer’s battery. With these 
troops — as I was fearful, from the duration of the firing at Bacon Creek, 
that the stockade had been re-enforced from Munfordville — ^I moved 
down to Bacon Creek to assist Colonel Hutcheson. On my arrival there, 
I immediately sent in a flag of truce, and demanded an unconditional 
surrender of the place, which, after considerable hesitation on the part 
of the commanding officer, Captain James, was finally acceded to. 
Ninety-three prisoners, belonging to the Ninety-first Illinois Volunteers, 
were captured, including four commissioned officers. The stockade 
and trestle were immediately fired and destroyed, and I moved on 
with the command to Nolin. In this afiair 3 of the enemy were slightly 
wounded by our shells, and some 3 or 4 men on our side were slightly 
wounded in attempting to fire the trestle before the stockade had sur- 
rendered. The force at the trestle near Nolin, amounting to 3 officers 
and 73 privates of the Ninety-first Illinois Volunteers, surrendered to 
Colonel Duke without opposition. The stockade and bridge at that 
point were also fired and destroyed. While waiting at Upton, I had 
caused large fires to be built all along the track for some 3 or 4 miles, 
in order to warp and destroy the rails, which was most effectually ac- 
complished. 

Early the following morning (December 27), having learned the pre- 
vious evening that some seven or eight companies of United States 
troops were stationed at Elizabethtown, I moved with my command in 
that direction. On arriving within sight of the town, the following 
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peremptory document, scrawled in pencil on the back of an envelope, 
was handed to me : 

Elizabethtown, Ky., December 27, 1862. 
To the Commander of the Confederate Forces: 

Sir: I demand an unconditional surrender of all your forces. I have you sur- 
rounded, and will compel you to surrender. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

H. S. SMITH, 
Commanding JJ, S. Forces. 

To which I replied that I thought the positions were reversed ; that 
it was his forces, and not mine, which were surrounded, and called upon 
him to surrender. He answered that it was the part of a United States 
officer to fight, and not to surrender. 

Leaving one regiment and a howitzer in reserve to guard the trains, 
I ordered Colonel Duke to deploy his command to the right, and Colonel 
Breckinridge to deploy his command to the left of the town, and to 
throw forward skirmishers to discover the position of the enemy. It 
soon became apparent that he had taken possession of several brick 
houses on the outskirts of the town, and expected to make a street fight 
of it. I therefore immediately placed my artillery in position on a hill 
a little to the left of the road, which completely commanded the town, 
and sent Capt. C. 0. Corbett, with one mountain howitzer, to attack the 
town on the right. After al30ut half an hour^s vigorous shelling, the 
place surrendered, and 652 prisoners, including 25 officers, fell into our 
hands. 

At this point I wish particularly to notice the excellent service done 
on this occasion by Capt. Baylor Palmer and his battery, to whose 
rapid and accurate fire (nearly every shot striking the houses occupied 
by the enemy) the quick reduction of the place is in a great measure due; 
and also the gallantry shown by Captain Corbett, who ran one of his 
howitzers into the town while the enemy were pouring a heavy fire from 
the houses, and by Lieutenant-Colonel [E. G-.] Stoner, commanding 
Breckinridge’s regiment, who at the same time charged into the town 
at the head of his men. 

On the morning of the 28th I moved from Elizabethtown in the direc- 
tion of Bardstown. Four miles from Elizabethtown I ordered Colonel 
Breckinridge to turn with his command to the left and to attack the 
lower stockade, near Muldraugh’s Hill, while I moved on with Colonel 
Duke’s brigade to attack the upper. After two or three hours’ shelling, 
both places surrendered, and at 7 o’clock that evening I had the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that the object of the expedition was attained, and the 
railroad was Tendered impassable for at least two months. These two 
trestles are the largest and finest on the whole road, being, each of them, 
some 60 feet in height and from 300 to 350 yards in length. Heither of 
them had ever before been destroyed during the war. Seven hundred 
prisoners, including 27 officers, were captured, and a large and valuable 
amount of medical, quartermaster’s and commissary stores were de- 
stoyed. I encamped that night near the Boiling Pork. 

The following morning (December 29) I sent Colonel [E. S.] Cluke’s 
regiment, with one piece of artillery, to attack and burn the bridge over 
the Bolling Fork; Colonel [D. W.] Ohenault’s regiment [Eleventh Ken- 
tucky Cavalry], and one piece of artillery in advance, to burn the stock- 
ade and trestle at Boston, and three companies of Breckinridge’s regi- 
ment and one mountain howitzer, to attack at Kew Haven. ‘ Having 
completed these dispositions, I set my command in motion. Just as the 
rear regiments were crossing Bolling Pork, a large force of the enemy — 
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consisting of cavalry, infantry, and several pieces of artillery, whicli 
had followed us from Elizabethtown — came up and began to shell the 
ford at which the troops were crossing. I immediately sent orders to 
Colonel Duke, who was in the rear, to send a courier to Colonel Clukc, 
ordering him to rejoin the command as rapidly as possible, and to hold 
the enemy in check until the entire command had crossed the ford. 
Colonel Duke, assisted by Colonel Breckinridge, placed seven companies 
from different regiments in position and held live in reserve. With this 
force he several times repulsed the enemy’s advance, and very nearly 
succeeded in capturing two pieces of the enemy’s artillery, when he fell 
from his horse, severely wounded by a shell. Colonel Breckinridge then 
took command, and maintained the position until Colonel Cluke’s regi- 
ment had crossed the river, when I ordered him to fall back, which he 
accomplished in good order and without loss. 

In this affair only 3 men were hurt on our side — Colonel Duke, Cap- 
tain [Y. M.l Pendleton [Company D, Eighth Kentucky Cavalry], (who 
was struck oy a ball while gallantly leading a charge on the enemy’s 
artillery), and a private slightly wounded. The enemy lost several offi- 
cers and men killed and wounded. 

Meanwhile Colonel Chenault had captured and burned the stockade 
at Boston. He rejoined me that night at Bardstown. The force sent to 
burn the stockade at Eew Haven was not successful, and did not rejoin 
the command until the following night at Springfield. 

On themorning of the 30th I left Bardstown and matched to Springfield, 
a distance of some 18 miles, where I arrived at nightfall. On my arrival 
I learned that the enemy had withdrawn all his forces from the south- 
ern portion of the State, and had concentrated them at Lebanon . Troops 
from Danville, Burkesville, Campbellsville, and Columbia bad been col- 
lected there to the number of nearly 8,000, with several pieces of artil- 
lery. Intelligence also reached me that a column nearly 10,000 strong 
was moving from Glasgow to Burkesville to intercept me. My position 
was now sufficiently hazardous. A superior force only a few miles in 
my rear, a force nearly treble my own immediately in my front, and a 
vastly superior force, which had only about half the distance to march 
that I had, moving to intercept my passage of the river. In this emer- 
gency, I determined to make a detour to the right of Lebanon, and, by 
a night march, to conceal my movements from the enemy, outstrip the 
column moving from Glasgow to Burkesville, and cross the Cumberland 
before it came within striking distance. Immediately, therefore, on my 
arrival at Springfield, I sent out two companies on the Lebanon road, 
with instructions to drive in the enemy’s pickets, and to hold the posi- 
tion. This being done, they were to build large and extended camp- 
fires, so as to induce the enemy to believe that my whole force was in 
position, and that I was only waiting for daylight to attack. Consid- 
erable delay was occasioned from the difficulty in obtaining guides who 
were sufficiently well acquainted with the country to lead me over the 
route I desired to march, but at length, by 11 p. m., the whole column 
was fairly in motion. The night was dark and stormy and the road rough 
and intricate, so that the morning of December 31 found the command 
only Smiles from Springfield and miles from Lebanon. By 1 o’clock 
that afternoon, however, the top of Muldraugh’s HiU was reached, where 
I could see Lebanon with a glass distinctly, and the enemy’s skirmish- 
ers deployed in the valley below. Just as the rear guard of the col.umn 
had reached the foot of the hills, a remarkable hand-to-hand conflict 
took place between Colonel [D. J.] Halisy, of the Sixth Kentucky Cav- 
alry, commanding brigade, and two other Federal officers on the one 
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side, and Oapt. Alexander Tribble and Lieutenant Eastin, of my com- 
mand, on tbe other, in which Colonel Halisy was killed by Lieutenant 
Eastin, and his companions captured. 

Both Captain Tribble and Lieutenant Eastin displayed great gallantry 
on this occasion, and deserve the thanks of the civilized community for 
putting to rest such an exponent of the Butler and Turchin school as 
Colonel Halisy. 

1 reached Oampbellsville late that evening, and found there quite an 
amount of commissary stores, which was most fortunate, as my command 
had had but little for two days. 

On the morning of January 1, 1863, I started for Columbia, where I 
arrive^ at 3 p. m. By a night march from this place, I reached Burkes- 
ville at daylight the following morning. Here I halted the command 
for a few hours to rest and feed, and then crossed the Cumberland with- 
out molestation. Traveling, then, by easy stages, I reached this point 
on the evening of January 5, with my command. 

The results of the expedition may be summed up as follows : The de- 
struction of the Louisville and INashville Eailroad from Munfordville to 
Shepherdsville, within 18 miles of Louisville, rendering it impassable 
for at least two months 5 the capture of 1,877 prisoners, including 62 com- 
missioned officers 5 the destruction of over $2,000,000 of TJnited States 
property, and a large loss to the enemy in killed and wounded. 

The loss of my entire command was as follows: Killed, 2 5 wounded, 
24 ; missing, 64. 

In closiog this report, I desire to return my sincere acknowledgments 
to my brigade commanders (Colonels Duke and Breckinridge) and to 
their subordinate officers for their able and efficient assistance rendered 
me by them during this expedition, without which it must have failed 
in ejecting many of its principal objects. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHK H. MOEGAK, 

Brigadier- General, 

Col. Geobg-e William Bbent, 

A. A. (?. and Chief of Staffs 4-rmy of Tennessee. 


DEOEMBEB 23, 1862. — Skirmish near Nashville, Tena. 

No. 1. — ^Maj. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook, U. S. Army. 

No. 2. — Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. S. Army. 


Ho. 1. 

Eejgort of Maf Qen. Alexander McD. McGooTcj U. 8. Army. 

Headquarters Eight Wing, 

December 23, 1862. 

One of General Sheridan’s outposts (a sergeant and 9 men) was cap- 
tured this evening. The vedettes were driven in, and gave no alarm. 
The enemy’s cavalry were dressed in our uniform. Detailed report will 
be sent in the morning. 

A. Mod. McCOOK, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 

Col. J. P. Garesohe. 



Chap. 212IIJCI!Xp3 


EXPEDITION INTO EAST TENNESSEE. 


159 


]No. 2. 

Report of Brig, Oen. John A. Wharton^ €. S, Army, 

Headqdaetees Cavaley Brigade, 

Nolemmlle^ Tenn,^ December 24, 1862. 

Geneeae : A detachment of Texas Bangers and Second Georgians, 
under Lieuts. M. L. Gordon and John F. Trippe, captured the advance 
picket (14 in number) of the enemy on this pike yesterday evening. 
Several were left dead and wounded on the ground. We sustained no 
loss. The prisoners have been sent to Murtreesborough. The enemy 
promise us a visit to-morrow. Thomas’ corps Warmee arrived Friday 
evening, and is encamped on, the Charlotte and Granny White pikes. 
We have annoyed their foraging parties so much that they now send 
out a very heavy supporting force. Seward, Blair, and Chase have re- 
signed, and things are in a terrible state at Washington. The removal 
of Halleck has become a military necessity. Banks’ forces are to be 
landed at Ship Island, for the reduction of Mobile. He will command 
Butler, without Lincoln sends other orders. Please return all papers 
that have been sent up from these headquarters. 

Most respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

JBO. A. WHAETON, 

Brigadier- General. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph Wheeeee, 

Chief of Cavalry. 


BEGEMBEE 24, 1862-JAHirAEY 1, 1863. — Expedition into East Tennes 
see and. skirmish at Perkins* Mill, on Elk Fork, December 28. 

REiJPORTS. 

No. 1. — Maj. John M. Brown, Tenth Kentucky Cavalry. 

No. 2. — ^Maj. James L. Foley, Tenth Kentucky Cavalry. 


Ho. 1. 

Report of Mo j, John M, Brown, Tenth KentucTcy Cavah^y. 

CAiyip Fiest Battalion, Tenth Kentucky Cayaley, 

Danville, Ky,, Jannary 3, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to report that, having been detached with my 
battalion to London, Ky., under command of Lieut. Col. H. B. Wilson, 
Forty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and having reached that place 
.on the afternoon of December 26, 1862, 1 was intrusted by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wilson with the independent command of my cavalry, acting 
under written orders, of which a copy is herewith inclosed. 

I judged it prudent to proceed as rapidly as due regard to the condi- 
tion and efficiency of my horses would permit, and, therefore, leaving 
London, Ky., at 11.30 p. m. on December 25, rode 9 miles to the Burnt 
Church, on the Barboursville road, where I rested until sunrise. 1 
easily reached Barboursville by 3 p. m. of the 26th. 

That afternoon and night I spent in concerting plans with Capt. 
Dempsey King and IVIr. John Lanman, both men of tried loyalty and ex- 
tensive information and influence, the former being the recognized head 
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of the Union Home Guards, of Ejolox and Whitley Counties. Captain 
King readily agreed to support any inroad I might make into Tennessee 
with 150 mountaineers, and mounted his horse to assemble them, but 
just as he was starting he received a dispatch from Brigadier-General 
Carter (of the purport of which I am ignorant), which must have changed 
Ms plans, as I saw him no more. Mr. Lanman, then on his way to Lex- 
ington, furnished me with valuable information as to persons and roads. 

On the morning pf the 27th I left Barboursville, and, taking an un- 
frequented road on the south bank of the Cumberland Eiver, reached 
the Pine Mountain, and, crossing its main ridge by a difficult and cir- 
cuitous route (the former main road being obstructed by numerous trees 
felled by the mountaineers to impede General Kirby Smith’s retreat), 
reached Lanman’s at 4 p. m. 

I bad been apprised by several reliable men that a rebel camp of cav- 
alry, numbering 250 or 300, lay near Fortner’s Mill, a short distance be- 
yond Boston, and 9 miles from Lanman’s. I, therefore, advanced cau- 
tiously, and having proceeded 2 miles or more toward Kogers’ Gap, 
retraced enough of my route after dark to secure a safe retreat in case 
the enemy should have received intelligence of my proximity. To guard 
against this, I posted mountaineers on every path of the road, leaving 
to them the choice of proper men and positions, and giving only general 
directions to keep the enemy ignorant of my presence. I must grate- 
fully acknowledge the promptitude and efficiency of their assistance ; 
so completely was every by-path stopped, that, had 1 chosen to have laid 
concealed at Jesse Powers’ (where I encamped), 1 mile southwest of 
Lanman’s, I could have done so for a week. 

I dispatched Dr. Sproule, a native of Whitley County, a refugee 
from the rebel troops, to approach Boston, and bring back accurate in- 
formation of the position and force of the enemy on Elk Fork, and 
availed myself of the volunteered services of Jesse Powers and Huston 
Collins, whom I furnished with horses to bring intelligence from 
Eogers’ Gap. Dr. Sproule sent me word^that the enemy were careless 
and unsuspicious in the smaller camj) j that a large force of, perhaps, 
1,200 cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, were this side of the Big 
Creek Gap, and that Major Foley, with the Second Battalion, Tenth 
Kentucky Cavalry, was at Williamsburg. Powers and Collins were 
unable to return, but sent me word that they had sent into Tennessee, 
as far as Maynardsville, Mrs. Eogers, wife of Lieut. Canada Eogers, 
now a prisoner in Knoxville, who reported a force of rebel cavalry at 
Miller’s Woodlands, in Powell’s Yalley, 2 miles from the crest of Eogers’ 
Gap, numbering nearly 300 ; also 500 cavalry at Eice’s Mill, on Lost 
Creek, near Maynardville, and rumors of half-organized parties at 
Jacksborongh and other points to the westward. I had no time to 
communicate with Major Foley at Williamsburg, and it seemed to me 
that an incursion into Tennessee, sufficiently dangerous under the most 
favorable circumstances, would be foolhardy, with the prospect of an 
aroused enemy in the rear. I felt forced, therefore, to abandon, though 
reluctantly, the project of burning the railroad bridge at Strawberry 
Plains. It seemed to me that the next best thing was to assist Major 
Foley in the attack, which I felt certain he would make on Sunday 
morning, 28th. 

Accordingly, I moved toward Boston at early daylight, as soon as the 
crossing of the Pine Mountain was practicable, and came into Boston 
entirely unexpected at 7 o’clock. I then learned that Major Foley had 
already attacked, with brilliant success. The enemy were already in 
pursuit, perhaps 600 strong, in the direction of Williamsburg. With 
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my small force I could not think of another attack on the enemy, now 
thoroughly on the alert, so I busied myself to cover Major Foley^s re- 
treat and draw off the pursuit. I assumed the title and functions of a 
brigadier, and, after ordering the infantry and artillery of a fictitious 
brigade to advance, and giving the enemy time to hear of the formid- 
able force on their fiank, I retreated to Barboursville, and the next day 
to London, where I met Major Foley, and we lay expecting the enemy, 
who, however, seemed to have been deceived, and afraid to pursue. 

On the 30th, at midnight, I reached Eichmond, and, delaying there a 
day to shoe my horses, joined the brigade on the night of January 1. 

I cannot speak too highly of the devoted and unlinching patriotism 
of the citizens of Whitley and Emox Counties. Hundreds of them lead 
the life of wild beasts, lodging in caves and skulking through the mount- 
ains, seldom visiting their houses, and all having the certainty of tho 
gallows if they fall into rebel hands. Their only defense against a pil- 
laging and murdering foe is their rifies and an unconquerable love for 
their homes and their Government. I was implored by numbers of them 
to represent to headquarters that bushwhacking was with them an inex- 
orable necessity in their present unassisted condition, which could and 
would cease with the presence of efficient aid. 

I have to report the roads to Barboursville good for the season, and 
practicable for army teams ; also a good road, with the exception of 
two or three points — in my opinion, easily remedied — ^from Boston to 
the mouth of Big Poplar Creek — better, I am inclined to think, than 
the road laid down on the maps, or that leading by the Pine Mountain 
and Lanman’s. There is also a direct road, reported very good, from 
Boston to London, crossing the Cumberland at Evans’ Mill, effecting a 
saving of 12 to 15 miles, as compared with the route through Barbours- 
ville. 

My retreat was by Evans’ Mill, crossing the Cumberland at that 
point, recrossing at Mc!Neil’s Mill, and entering the main State road 
5 miles south of Barboursville. I have observed inaccuracies in the 
published maps, too tedious, and perhaps unimportant, to mention 
here. If considered desirable, I can point them out. 

My horses suffered much from fatigue and the weather ; several died, 
and others had to be left in the hands of Union men, to be collected by 
authorized agents of the Government. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN MASON BEOWN, 

Major Tenth Kentucky Cavalry ^ Commanding First Battalion. 

Col. Samuel A. Gilbert, 

Comdg. Second Brig.^ Second Division^ Army of Kentucky. 

[Inclosnxe.] 

Headquarters United States Forces, 

London^ Ky.^ December 25, 1862. 

John Mason Brown, 

Major Tenth Kentucky Cavalry : 

Sir : The detachment of cavalry from Danville not having arrived, in 
pursuance of orders, I will return to Eichmond, and you will assume 
command of the forces now here, excepting the detachment of Forty- 
fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, They will turn over their horses to 
you, and you will mount them with armed volunteer mountaineers that 
you may induce to accompany you. You will also procure of Lieuten- 
ant Jacobs, commanding said detachment, fifteen canteens, and fill them 
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witli turpentine. Ton will, if you find it practicable, proceed to or be- 
yond Boston, via Barboursville, and ascertain the force and position of 
the enemy at Big Creek Gap, or in the vicinity of Boston, Ky., or in 
Scott County, Tennessee. If, however, you find it practicable to do so 
with the forces you have, you may proceed to Strawberry Plains, about 
15 miles from Knoxville, and destroy the big railroad bridge at that place. 
It is with the hope that you may find it practicable to accomplish this 
with safety that I have directed the turpentine to be procured. Should 
you reach the railroad, you will, of course, destroy the telegraph wires 
as soon as you get there. In my judgment, if you reach the railroad, it 
will be safe for you to return via Cumberland Gap, but in reference to 
the route you take, both going and returning, you will be governed by 
the best information you can obtain, and your operations throughout 
must necessarily be directed accordingly by your own good judgment 
and discretion. You will report from time to time to Col. S. A. Gilbert, 
at Eichmond, and on your return will report direct to him. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

H. B. WILSON, 
Lieutenmit- Colonel^ Com manding. 


No. 2. 

Report of Maj. James L. Foley ^ Tenth Kentucky Cavalry, 

Hdqes. Second Batt., Tenth Kentucky Cavaley, 

Danville^ Ky,^ January 3, 1863. 

I have the honor to report that, in accordance with instructions re- 
ceived from headquarters, I proceeded to London, Ky., on the morning 
of December 25, 1862, with the greater portion of my command, includ- 
ing the force reported to me under command of Captain Buchanan, of 
Munday^s cavalry. Arriving atLondon, I learned that Major Brown had 
been ordered to Barboursville by Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, who like- 
wise ordered that the next morning 1 should proceed to Williamsburg, 
in Whitley County, Kentucky. This point was reached at 9 p. m. the 
following day, where I had made arrangements by my advance guard 
to select a camp, procure a sufiBcient quantity of forage, and also to 
picket all roads leading out of the town until my arrival. 

My detachment rested here until the next evening, the 27th instant, 
during which time I spent in learning the location, numbers, and dis- 
position of the rebel forces. My command was again in motion at 8 
p. m., having been informed by scouts that a rebel force, 350 strong, had 
encamped at a point on Elk Fork, called Perkins^ Mill, in Campbell 
County, Tennessee, 19 miles from Williamsburg. Proceeding .cautiously 
in that) direction, I came upon their pickets at 4 a. m. of the 28th instant, 
which were captured, 16 in number, by my advance guard, under com- 
mand of Lieutenant Kerr, of Munday^s cavalry, without the slightest 
noise or confusion ; in fact, they were fast asleep. From them 1 learned 
the location of their camp, numbers, strength, &c., which was very ac- 
curate, as 1 afterward discovered. 

Forming my line, 1 now awaited the approach of daylight, but so in- 
tense and heavy was the fog as to prevent anything being seen at the 
distance of 20 paces. 1 dererniiued, however, to attack them, and de- 
tailed 40 men of Munday’s cavalry, under Lieutenant Kerr, armed with 
carbines and the captured rifles. 1 deployed this force as skirmishers, 
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with instructions to approach the camps as near as possible before open- 
ing fire. The cavalr-y companies (B and M, Tenth Kentucky), supported 
these. The order forward” was now given, and after proceeding a 
quarter of a mile the skirmishers opened fire. This was reti^'ned by the 
enemy with considerable spirit, but they soon gave way at the approach 
of the cavalry, after three unsuccessful attempts to form their hue. The 
rout now became general ; the enemy, pushed one very side, refused to 
stand their ground 5 our forces, elated with the first success, manfully 
bore down upon them, and in less than one hour we had full possession 
of their camp. 

They lost 30 killed, 17 wounded, and 51 captured. In addition to this, 
80 head of horses and mules fell into our hands, together with a large 
number of Enfield rifles and ammunition. What could not be brought 
away was destroyed. The -number of rifles which fell into our hands 
amounted to nearly 200 stand. The camp equipage was all destroyed 
and burned. This, sir, was accomplished in one hour’s time, and with- 
out the loss of a man killed or wounded. 

The fight occurred in such close proximity to a second camp of the 
enemy’s cavalry, estimated by the prisoners at 600 strong, as to cause 
the assailed party to seek protection in their lines, hotly pursued by 
our men. 

I take occasion, with much pleasure, to compliment Captains Buchanan 
and Coffman, and Lieutenants Kerr and Taylor, of Munday’s cavalry ; 
Captains Eogers, Kute, and Gray, and Lieutenants Thompson, Caldwell, 
Trumbo, Bierbower, and Taber, of the Tenth Kentucky Cavalry, for 
their gallantry and cool bearing displayed on this occasion. Great 
praise is due the men for their bravery, and they deserve alike to share 
the glory. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

JAMES L. FOLEY, 

Major Tenth Kentucky Cavalry^ Commanding Battalion. 

Capt. B. H. Polk, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant^ General. 


DECEMBER 25, 1862.— Skirmish on the Wilson Creek pike, between Brent- 
wood and Petersburg, Tenn. 

No. 1.— CoL P. Sidney Post, Fifty-ninth Illinois Infantry, commanding hrigade. 

No. 2.— Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry hrigade. 


Ko. 1. 

Report of Col. P. Sidney Posty Fifty-ninth Illinois Infantry y commanding 

hrigade. 

Heahqhaetbrs First Beig^e, First Ditision, 

December 25, 1862. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders 
from Brigadier-General Davis, commanding First Division, I started at 
daylight this morning, with the First Brigade, First Division, and the 
Fifteenth Regiment Wisconsin Infantry, from the Second Brigade, and 
the train, reported to me as consisting of more than 200 wagons. - We 
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proceeded to Brentwood, and from thence on the Wilson pike, near 
where we drove in the enemy’s pickets. Two miles farther we came to 
a cross-road leading to NTolensville, on which the enemy were encamped 
about a mile^distant, and at another point about 2 miles distant. The 
small cavalry force occupying the nearest camp abandoned it, and I sta- 
tioned the Fifty -ninth Eegiment Illinois Infantry and one section of the 
Fifth Wisconsin Battery in a position to command this road, and pre- 
vent the enemy from N^olensville, which was 5 miles distant, establishing 
themselves in our rear. I then proceeded 2 miles farther with the train, 
placing the Fifteenth Eegiment Wisconsin Infantry and one section of 
the battery on the right, and commanding a road coming from Frank- 
lin, and the Twenty-second Eegiment Indiana Infantry, the Seventy- 
fourth Eegiment Illinois Infantry, and one section of the battery in 
front. Our advance was attended with considerable skirmishing. Two 
of the enemy were killed, and some wounded were seen being carried 
off. A few shells from Captain Finney’s battery cooled the Confederate 
ardor until all the wagons were completely loaded. The wagons of the 
enemy were hurried out of the field without being loaded, though, I re- 
gret to say, their presence was not discerned in time to effect their cap- 
ture. The captain of one of the skirmishing parties caused some neigh- 
borhood negroes to bury the enemy’s dead, and we returned to camp 
without any mishap whatever. 

I beg leave to observe in this report that foraging in such a country 
as this in our front, and so great a distance from camp, while the enemy 
are so near and from every hill-top estimate the number of the escort 
and the value of the train, is attended with considerable risk. Our train 
could not be made to move in a less space than 4 miles, and if it were 
not possible to throw 'a superior force in rear of foraging expeditions it 
would not be difficult to suddenly attack so long a train and destroy 
some portion of it, especially while threatening it in the rear, as they 
did much of the way in to-day, unless the escort were very large. 

- I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. SIDNEY POST, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 

Lieut. T. W. Mokeison, 

Actg. Asst Adjt Gen.j First Division^ Bight Wing. 


No. 2. 

Beigort of Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton^ G. S. Army, commanding cavalry 

brigade. 

Headqttaetees Whaeton’s Oayaley Bbig-abe, 

Nolensville, Tenn., December 25, 1862 — 9.30 p. m. 
Geneeal : We have been fighting the enemy from sunrise until dark. 
The forage now lies to the left of this pike, iu between this and Wilker- 
son pike. To-day the enemy came out in large force and a heavy sup- 
porting force. With what cavalry could be used without disturbing 
the pickets, we engaged the enemy. The country is very hilly and 
covered with cedar brakes, which renders it totally unfit for cavalry, 
and the infantry here has orders to risk nothing. I had 3 men wounded ; 
killed 6 and wounded 14 of the enemy. They thus paid for their 
forage. 

I cannot get the five companies to complete Smith’s and Murray’s reg- 
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iments, though they have long been promised me. The service that I 
am required to perform here is too much for my force, and it will soon 
be unfit for service. Other cavalry commanders are drilling daily, and 
I assure you that every day for the past ten days I have engaged the 
enemy. My force in camp has to be moved forward every day to sus- 
tain the pickets, and never return until dark, so, whether on picket or oft*, 
they have no rest. 

I ordered Colonel Smith to leave a portion of his command at Frank- 
lin, and to move last night on a scout on the Hillsborough pike. The 
result of the expedition is not yet known. 

I take great pride in this brigade, and do not intend that it shall be 
used up without advising you of it. I intend to write to General 
Wheeler, and ask him to come over and see for himself the amount of 
labor I have to perform. The enemy were followed beyond our lines, 
and our pickets are at their usual stands. The enemy will be out early 
in the morning, and to-morrow will be, as usual, a day for us to fight 
and not to rest. I have nothing new as to the several movements of the 
enemy. 

Most respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

JNO. A. WHAETOJSr, 

Brigadier- General, 

Lieutenant-General Leonidas Polk, 

Commanding, &€, 


DECEMBER 25, 1862. — Skirmish at Prim’s blacksmith shop, Edmondson 

pike, Tenn. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Thomas J, Wood, U. 8, Army.* 

[ECeadqtjartebs Fiest Division, Left Wing-,] 

Beceniber 25, 1862. 

The brigade (Colonel Harker^s) which went out this morning for forage 
is coming in. Colonel Harker reports having filled his wagons with 
corn, but had to fight for it. He was attacked in front and on the flanks, 
and lost 1 man killed outright and 2 wounded ; one seriously, the other 
slightly. The casualties all occurred in the Fifty-first Indiana Volun- 
teers. Colonel Harker estimates the enemy at 600, and says he was at- 
tacked by mounted men and men on foot, but does not know whether 
the latter were infantry or dismounted troopers. If we should move to- 
morrow, I beg to be distinctly informed what amount of baggage it is 
expected we will take. If all is not taken, which, I presume, will haklly 
be done, what arrangements will be made with the remainder? Will it 
be ordered to follow, or sent to IsTashviUe ? Please be explicit, as it 
will save much embarrassment. Further, is it expected any forage will 
be taken ? I understan d the forage is exhausted on the Mur&eesborough 
road to La Vergnej and if it were there to forage for, scattering our 
troops so, where the enemy are, would be hazardous. On the other 
hand, to haul the bulky forage provided from the country will make an 
immense train. I beg you will furnish the necessary information at 
your earliest convenience. 

TH. J. WOOD, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


Soe also Wharton's report, p. 164. 
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DECEMBEE 26, 1862.— Capture of guerrilla camp in Powell County, Ken- 
tucky. 


Report of Maf Gen. Horatio G. Wright, TT. S. Army, commanding Re- 

partment of the Ohio, 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 

January 2, 1863 — ^12.15 p. m. 

I have just learned from Major-General Granger that Major Stivers, 
of the Fourteenth Kentucky Cavalry, with 150 men, who were ordered 
by him upon a scout, to ascertain the whereabouts of a large band of 
guerrillas in the eastern part of Powell County, Kentucky, on the 26th 
ultimo, after traveling all night, over obscure and dangerous bridle- 
paths, came upon their camp as they were preparing to move, dashed 
upon them, capturing their leader, a noted guerrilla, and 11 men. The 
rest, though outnumbering Major Stivers’ force, were utterly routed, 
and escaped into the dense brush and mountain gorges. Twenty-five 
horses and a large amount of clothing, blankets, guns, pistols, &c., 
that were being transported to Humphrey Marshall’s camp, were also 


captured. 


H. G. WEIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallece, 

General-in- Chief. 


DECEMBEE 26, 1862-JAlSrXJAEY 6, 1863.— The Stone’s Elver or Murfrees- 
borough, Tenn., Campaign. 

Dec. 26, 1862.— Skirmish at Franklin, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Nolensville, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Knob Gap, Tenn. 

26-27, 1862. — Skirmish at La Vergne, Tenn. 

27, 1862. — Skirmish on the Jefferson Pike, at Stewart’s Creek Bridge, Tenn. 
Skirmish at Triune, Tenn, 

Skirmish at Franklin, Tenn. 

Skirmish on the Murfreesborongh pike, at Stewart’s Creek Bridge, 
Tenn, 

29, 1862. — Skirmish at Lizzard’s, between Triune and Murfreesborongh, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads,* Tenn. 

29-30, 1862. — Skirmishes near Murfreesborongh, Tenn. 

30, 1862. — Skirmish at Jefferson, Tenn. 

Skirmish at La Vergne, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Rock Spring, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Nolensville, Tenn. 

31, 1862.-rSkirmish at Overall's Creek, Tenn. 

Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. — ^Battle of Stone’s River, or Murfreesborongh, Tenn. 
Jan. 1, 1863. — Skirmishes at Stewart’s Creek and La Vergne, Tenn. 

3, 1863. — Skirmish at the Insane Asylum, or Cox’s Hill, Tenn.t 

4, 1863. — Skirmish on the Manchester pike, Tenn. 

Skirmish at Murfreesborongh, Tenn. 


Called also Wilkerson’s Cross-Roads. 


t Called also Blood’s. 
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Jan. 5, 1863.— -Mnrfreesborougli occupied by Union forces. 

Skirmish at Lytle’s Creek, on the Manchester pike, Tenn. 

Skirmish on the Shelbyville pike, Tenn. 

ETC. 

AEMY OF THE CUMBERLAND. 

No. 1.— Organization of the Fourteenth Army Corps, or Army of the Cumberland. 
No. 2. — ^Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army, commanding Army of the 
Cumberland, with congratulatory resolutions, orders, &c. 

No. 3. — Return of casualties in the Union forces. 

No. 4.— Surg. Ebenezer Swift, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 

No. 5.~Lieut. Col. Samuel Simmons, U. S. Army, Chief Commissary of Subsistence, 
of stores lost and captured. 

No. 6. — Lieut. Col. John W. Taylor, U. S. Army, Chief Quartermaster, of public 
animals and means of transportation captured by the enemy, &c., De- 
^ CfiiJaber 26-January 16. 

No. 7.— Capt. WUIiam M. WHes, Forty-fourth Indiana Infantry, Provost Marshal, of 
prisoners captured. 

No. 8. — Capt. Jesse Merrill, Chief Signal Officer. 

No. 9.— Col. James Barnett, First Ohio Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery. 

No. 10. — >Capt. James St. C. Morton, U. S. Corps of Engineers, commanding Pioneer 
Brigade. 

No. 11. — Capt. Lyman Bridges, commanding First Battalion. 

No. 12.— Capt. Calvin Hood, commanding Second Battalion. 

No. 13.— Capt. Robert Clements, commanding Third Battalion. 

No. 14. — Capt. James H. Stokes, Stokes’ Illinois battery. 

No. 15. — Maj. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook, U. S. Army, commanding Right Wing. 
No. 16.— Surg. Clarke McDermont, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 

No, 17. — ^Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, U. S. Army, commanding First Division. 

No. 18. — Lieut. Charles B. Humphrey, Fifth Wisconsin Battery. 

No. 19. — ^Lieut. Henry E. Stiles, Eighth Wisconsin Battery. 

No. 20. — Col. P. Sidney Post, Fifty-ninth Hlinois Infantry, commanding First Brigade. 
No. 21.— Capt. Hendrick E. Paine, Fifty-ninth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 22. — Col. Jason Marsh, Seventy-fourth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 23. — Lieut, Col. John E. Bennett, Seventy-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 24. — Col. Michael Gooding, Twenty-second Indiana Infantry. 

No. 25. — Col. William P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 26* — ^Maj. Isaac M. Kirby, One hundred and first Ohio Infantry. 

No.^7, — Col. William E. Woodruff, commanding Third Brigade. 

No. 28.— Capt. Wesford Taggart, Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 29.— Lieut. Col. William P. Chandler, Thirty-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 30. — Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, 
No, 31. — Capt. Peter Simonson, Fifth Indiana Battery. 

No. 32. — Capt. Warren P. Edgarton, Battery E, First Ohio Light Artillery. 

No. 33.— Lieut. Albert G. Ransom, Battery E, First Ohio Light Artillery. 

No. 34. — Col. William H. Gibson, Forty-ninth Ohio Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade. 

No. 35. — ^Lieut. Col. Charles T. Hotchkiss, Eighty-ninth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 36.-*Lieut. Col. Frank Erdelmeyer, Thirty-second Indiana Infantry. 

No. 37. — ^Lieut. Col. Fielder A. Jones, Thirty-ninth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 38.— Col. William Wallace, Fifteenth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 39. — CoL Joseph B. Dodge, Thirtieth Indiana Infantry, commanding Second Bri- 
gade. 

No. 40.— Maj. Alexander P. Dysart, Thirty-fourth Illinois Infantry. 
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No. 41. — Maj. Allen Buckner, Seventy-ninth. Illinois Infantry. 

No. 42. — ^Maj. Joseph P. Collins, Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 43. — ^Lient. Col, Orrin B. Hnrd, Thirtieth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 44. — Capt. Thomas E. Rose, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry. 

No. 45. — Col. Philemon P. Baldwin, Sixth Indiana Infantry, commanding Third Bri- 
gade. 

No. 46. — ^Lient. Col. Hagerman Tripp, Sixth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 47. — ^Lient. Col. William W. Berry, Fifth Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 48. — Maj. Joab A. Stafford, First Ohio Infantry. 

No. 49. — Col. Charles Anderson, Ninety-third Ohio Infantry. 

No. 50. — Brig. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division. 
No, 51. — Capt. Henry Hescock, First Missouri Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery. 

No, 52. — Capt. Charles Honghtaling, Battery C, First Illinois Light Artillery. 

No. 53. — Capt. Asahel K. Bush, Fourth Indiana Battery. 

No. 54. — Col. Nicholas Greusel, Thirty-sixth Illinois Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade. 

No. 55. — Capt. Porter C. Olson, Thirty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 56. — Col. Francis T. Sherman, Eighty-eighth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 57. — Lieut. Col. William B. McCreery, Twenty-first Michigan Infantry. 

No. 58. — ^Maj. Elisha C. Edbbard, Twenty-fourth Wisconsin Infantry. 

No. 59. — ^Lient. Col. Bernard Laiboldt, Second Missouri Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

‘No. 60. — Maj. Francis Ehrler, Second Missouri Infantry. 

No. 61. — Col. Luther P. Bradley, Fifty-first niinois Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 62. — ^Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, U. S. Army, commanding Center. 

No. 63. — ^Maj. Gen. Lovell H. Rousseau, U. S. Army, commanding First Division. 

No. 64.— Lieut. Francis L. Guenther, Battery H, Fifth U. S. Artillery. 

No. 65. — Col. Benjamin F. Scribner, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry, commanding 
First Brigade. 

No. 66. — ^Lieut, Col. Daniel F. Griffin, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 67. — Maj. Anson G. McCook, Second Ohio Infantry. 

No. 68.— Lieut. Col. Stephen A. Bassford, Ninety-fourth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 69. — Col. Alfred R. Chapin, Tenth Wisconsin Infantry. 

No. 70. — Col. John Beatty, Third Ohio Infantry, commanding Second Brigade. 

No. 71. — Col. John C. Starkweather, First Wisconsin Infantry, commandiug Third 
Brigade. 

No. 72. — Lieut. Col. Oliver L. Shepherd, Eighteenth U. S. Infantry, commanding 
Fourth (Regular) Brigade. 

No. 73. — Capt. Jesse Fulmer, Fifteenth U. S, Infantry. 

No. 74. — Capt. Robert E. A. Crofton, Sixteenth U. S. Infantry. 

No. 75. — ^Maj. James N. Caldwell, Eighteenth XJ. S. Infantry. 

No. 76.— Maj, Frederick Townsend, Eighteenth U. S. Infantry. 

No. 77. — Capt. James B. Mulligan, Nineteenth U. S. Infantry. 

No. 78. — ^Brig. Gen. James S. Negley, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division. 

No, 79. — Lieut. Alban A. Ellsworth, Hewett^s (Kentucky) battery. 

No. 80. — ^Lieut. Alexander Marshall, Battery G, First Ohio Light Artillery. 

No. 81.— Brig. Gen. James G. Spears, U, S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of opera- 
tions January 2-9. 

No. 82. — Col. Joseph A. Cooper, Sixth Tennessee Infantry, of skirmish at Cox^s Hill. 
No. 83. — Col. Timothy R. Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio Inffintry, commanding Socond 
Brigade. 

No. 84. — ^Lient. Col. Alexander W. Raffen, Nineteenth Illinois Infantry, 

No. 85. — Col. William L. Stoughton, Eleventh Michigan Infantry, 

No, 86. — ^Lieutp Col. Josiah Giyen^ Eighteenth Ohio Infantry. 
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No. 87. — Lieut. Col. George F. Elliott, Sixty-nintli OLio Infantry. 

No. 88. — Col. John F. Miller, Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry, commanding Tliird 
Brigade. 

No. 89. — ^Lieut. Col. William D. Ward, Thirty-seventh. Indiana Infantry. 

No. 90. — Col. James M. Neibling, Twenty-first Ohio Infantry. 

No. 91. — Col. Granville Moody, Seventy-fourth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 92. — Col. Moses B. Walker, Thirty-first Ohio Infantry, commanding First Brigade, 
Third Division. 

No. 93. — Col. Daniel McCook, Fifty-second Ohio Infantry, commanding brigade. 
Fourth Division. 

No. 94. — ^Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden, U. S. Army, commanding Left Wing. 

No. 95. — Capt. John Mendenhall, Fourth U. S. Artillery, Chief of Artillery. 

No. 96. — Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood, U. S. Army, commanding First Division. 

No. 97. — Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade and 
First Division, including skirmishes at La Vergne and on the Murfrees- 
horough pike, at Stewart^s Creek. 

No. 98. — Maj. Seymour Race, First Ohio Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery. 

No. 99. — Lieut. George Estep, Eighth Indiana Battery, including skirmishes at La 
Vergne and on the Mur freesborough pike, at Stewart^s Creek Bridge. 

No. 100. — Capt. Jerome B. Cos, Tenth Indiana Battery. 

No. 101. — Capt. Cullen Bradley, Sixth Ohio Battery. 

No. 102. — Col. George P. Buell, Fifty-eighth Indiana Infantry, commanding regiment 
and First Brigade, including skirmish at La Vergne, December 27. 

No. 103. — Col. Frederick A. Bartleson, One hundredth Illinois Infantry, including 
skirmishes near La Vergne and at Stewart’s Creek Bridge, December 27. 

No. 104. — ^Lieut. Col. James T. Embree, Fifty-eighth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 105. — Col. Samuel McKee, Third Kentucky Infantry, of skirmishes near La Vergne 
and Stewart’s Creek Bridge, December 27. 

No. 106. — Maj. Daniel R. Collier, Third Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 107. — Capt. William H. Squires, Twenty-sixth Ohio Infantry, including skirmishes 
at La Vergne and Stewart’s Creek Bridge, December 27. 

No. 108. — Col. George D. Wagner, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 109, — Lieut. Col. Gustavus A. Wood, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 110. — ^Maj. Henry Learning, Fortieth Indiana Infantry, including skirmish at La 
Vergne, December 27. 

No. 111. — Col. John Q. Lane, Ninety-seventh Ohio Infantry. 

No. 112. — Col. Charles G. Harker, Sixty-fifth Ohio Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 113. — Col. Abel D. Straight, Fifty-first Indiana Infantry. 

No. 114. — Col. Gilbert Hathaway, Seventy-third Indiana Infantry. 

No. 115.— Col. Michael Shoemaker, Thirteenth Michigan Infantry. 

No. 116.— Lieut. Col. Alexander McHvain, Sixty-fourth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 117.— Maj. Horatio N. Whitbeck, Sixty-fifth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 118. — Brig. Gen, John M. Palmer, U. S, Army, commanding Second Division. 

No. 119. — Surg. Mason G. Sherman, Ninth Indiana Infantry, Acting Medical Director, 

No. 120,— Capt. William E. Standart, Battery B, First Ohio Light Artillery. 

No. 121.— Lieut. Norval Osbum, Battery F, First Ohio Light Artillery. 

No. 122. — ^Lieut. Charles C. Parsons, Fourth XT. S. Artillery, commanding Batteries 
H and M. 

No. 123. — Brig. Gen. Chdrles Cruft, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, including 
skirmish at La Vergne, December 26. 

No. 124.— Surg. James B. Armstrong, Thirty-first Indiana Infantry, acting brigade 
surgeon. 

No. 125,— Col. John Osborn, Thirty-first Indiana Infantry, including skirmish at La 
Vergne, December 26. 
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No. 126.— Col, David A. Enyart, First Kentucky Infantry, including skirmisk at La 
Vergne, December 26. 

No. 127.— Col. Thomas D. Sedgewick, Second Kentucky Infantry, including skirmish 
at La Vergne, December 26. 

No. 128. — Col. Isaac N. Eoss, Ninetieth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 129. — Col. William B. Hazen, Forty-first Ohio Infantry, commanding Second Bri- 
gade, including skirmishes on the Jefferson pike, near Stewart^s Creek 
Bridge, December 27. 

No. 130. — Surg. Mason G. Sherman, Ninth Indiana Infantry, acting brigade surgeon. 

No. 131. — Lieut. John L. Chilton, Sixth Kentucky Infantry, acting brigade quarter- 
master. 

No. 132. — Col. Thomas S. Casey, One hundred and tenth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 133.— Col. William H. Blake, Ninth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 134.— Col. Walter C. Whitaker, Sixth Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 135. — Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley, Forty-fimst Ohio Infantry. 

No, 136.— Col. William Grose, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 137.— Surg. Silas H. Kersey, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry, acting brigade sur- 
geon. 

No. 138.— Col. Louis H. Waters, Eighty-fourth Dlinois Infantry. 

No. 139. — Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 140.— Maj. Thomas H. Hamrick, Twenty-third Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 141.— Col. Nicholas L. Anderson, Sixth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 142.— Capt. Axmistead T. M. CockeriU, Twenty-fourth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 143.— Brig. Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division. 

No. 144.— Col. Samuel Beatty, Nineteenth Ohio Infantry, commanding Third Division. • 

No. 145.— Capt. George E. Swallow, Seventh Indiana Battery. 

No. 146.— Lieut. Alanson J. Stevens, Battery B, Pennsylvania Light Artillery. 

No. 147. — Lieut. Cortland Livingston, Third Wisconsin Battery. 

No. 148.— Col. Samuel Beatty, Nineteenth Ohio Infantry, commanding First Brigade, 

No. 149. — Col. Benjamin C. Grider, Ninth Kentucky Infantry, commanding regiment 
and First Brigade. 

No. 150.— Col. Frederick Knefler, Seventy-ninth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 151.— Col. George H. Cram, Ninth Kentucky Infantry, of engagement January 2. 

No. 152. — Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley, Eleventh Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 153. — Maj. Charles F. Manderson, Nineteenth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 154. — Col. James P. Fyffe, Fifty-ninth Ohio Infantry, commanding Second Brigade. 

No. 155. — Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich, Forty-fourth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 156. — ^Lieut. Col. George F. Dick, Eighty-sixth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 157.— Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.. Thirteenth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 158.— Lieut. Col. William Howard, Fifty-ninth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 159.— Col. Samuel W. Price, Twenty-first Kentucky Infantry, commanding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 160. — Col. Bernard F. Mullen, Thirty-fifth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 161.— Maj. Green B. Broaddus, Eighth Kentucky Infantry, of engagement Janu- 
ary 2. 

No. 162.— Lieut. Col. James C. Evans, Twenty-first Kentucky Infantry, of engagement 
January 2, 

No. 163.— Lieut. Col. Eichard W. McClain, Fifty-first Ohio Infantry. 

No. 164.— Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins, Ninety-ninth Ohio Infantry, of engagement 
January 2. 

No. 165. — ^Brig. Gen. David S. Stanley, IT. S. Army, Chief of Cavalry, including skir- 
mishes near La Vergne, December 27, at Wilkinson’s Cross-Eoads, Decem- 
ber 29, Overall’s Creek, December 31, and Lytle’s Creek, January 5. 

No. 166.— Col. John Kennett, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, commanding First Cavalry Di- 
vision. 
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Ho. 1G7. — ^Lieiit. Nathaniel M. Newell, Battery B, First OMo Light Artillery, of skir- 
mishes near La Vergne and Stewart’s Creek, December 26-January 1, 

No. 1G8. — Col. Robert H. G. Minty, Fonrth Michigan Cavalry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, including skirmishes at La Vergne, December 26, between Stewart’s 
Creek and La Vergne, December 30, at Overall’s Creek December 31, and 
on Maiichester pike, January 5. 

No. 169. — Capt. Joseph A. S. Mitchell, Second Indiana Cavalry, of operations near 
La Vergne, December 29-31. 

No. 170. — Col. Eli H. Murray, Third Kentucky Cavalry, including skirmishes at La 
Vergne, December 26, Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, December 31, and on 
Manchester pike, January 5. 

No. 171.— Lieut. Col. William H. Dickinson, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, including skir- 
mish at La Vergne, January 1. 

No. 172. — Capt. Frank W. Mis, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, of skirmish at Stewart’s 
Creek Bridge, December 27. 

No. 173. — Lieut. Lansingh B. Eldridge, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, of operations 
between Nashville and La Vergne, January 1-3. 

No. 174. — Maj. John E. Wynkoop, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, including skir- 
mishes on the Murfreesborough road, December 26-27, at Overall’s Creek, 
December 31, and on Manchester pike, January 5. 

No. 175. — CoL Lewis Zahm, Third Ohio Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade, includ- 
ing skirmishes at Franklin, December 26-27, Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, 
December 29, Overall’s Creek, December 31, La Verg^, January 1, Cox’s 
Hill, January 3, and on Shelbyville pike, January 5. 

No. 176. — Maj. James Laughlin, First Ohio Cavalry, of operations January 1-5. 

No. 177.— -Capt. Valentine Cupp, First Ohio Cavalry, including skirmishes at Franklin, 
December 26, Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, December 29, and Overall’s Creek, 
December 31. 

No. 178.— Lieut. Col. Douglas A. Murray, Third. Ohio Cavalry, including skirmishes 
at Franklin, December 26-27, and Overall’s Creek, December 31. 

No. 179.— Maj. James W. Paramore, Third Ohio Cavalry, including skirmishes at Over- 
all’s Creek, December 31, and at La Vergne, January 1. 

No. 180.— Maj. John L. Pugh, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, including skirmishes at Frank- 
lin, December 26, Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, December 29, and Overall’s 
Creek, December 31. 

No. 181. — Capt. Henry B. Teeter, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, of operations December 31. 

No. 182.— Maj. Robert Klein, Third Indiana Cavalry (unattached), including skir- 
mishes at Triune, December 27, and near Overall’s Creek, December 31. 

No. 183.— Lieut. William S. HaJl, adjutant Second Tennessee Cavalry. 

No. 184. — Capt. Elmer Otis, Fourth U. S. Cavalry, including skirmishes at Overall’s 
Creek, December 31, and on the Manchester pike, January 5, 

No. 185. — Col. William P, Lines, First Michigan Engineers, of attack on wagon-train 
near La Vergne, January 1. 

No. 186.— Lieut. Col. John G. Parkliurst, Ninth Michigan Infantry, including skir- 
mish near Overall’s Creek, December 31. 

No. 187.— Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Burke, Tenth Ohio Infantry, of operations December 
31-January 22. 

ARMY OP TENNESSEE. 

No. 188, — General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding the Western Depart- 
ment, with congratulatory orders. 

No. 189. — Organization of the Army of Tennessee. 

No, 190. — General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, commanding Army of Tennessee, with 
congratulatory orders. 

No, 191. — Return of casualties in the Confederate forces. 
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No. 192.— Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. Army, commanding Army Corps, witli re- 
sulting correspondence. 

No. 193.— Maj. Gen. JBenjamin F. Clieathami C. S. Army, commanding First Division. 
No. 194. — Brig. Gen. Daniel S. Donelson, C. S. Army, commanding First Brigade. 

No. 195.— Lieut. Col. 'John H. Anderson, Eighth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 196.— Col. John H. Savage, Sixteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 197. — Col. John C. Carter, Thirty-eighth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 198.— Col. John Chester, Fifty-first Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 199. — Col. S. S. Stanton, Eighty-fourth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 200.— Lieut. L. G. Marshall, Carnes^ Tennessee battery. 

No. 201.— Brig. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart, C. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade. 
No. 202.— Col. Oscar F. Strahl, Fourth Tennessee Infantry, commanding Fourth and 
Fifth Regiments. 

'No. 203.— Col. Francis M. Walker, Nineteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 204. — Maj. S. E. Shannon, Twenty-fourth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 205.— Col. E. E. Tansil, Thirty-first Tennessee Infantry, commanding Thirty-first 
and Thirty-third Regiments. 

No. 206.— Capt. T. J. Stanford, Mississippi battery. 

No. 207.— Brig. Gen. George Maney, C. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade. 

No. 20S.— Col. H. R. Feild, First Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 209.— Col. James A. McMurry, Fourth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 210.— Maj. John L. Harris, Sixth Tennessee Infantry, commanding Sixth and Ninth 
Regiments. 

No. 211.— Lieut. William B. Turner, Smith’s Mississippi battery. 

No. 212. — Col. A. J. Vaughan, jr., Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry, commanding Fourth 
Brigade. 

No. 2l3.— Capt. R. F. Lanier, Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 214.— Maj. J. B. Johnson, Twenty-ninth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 215.— Lieut. Col. Michael Magevney, jr., One hundred and fifty-fourth Tennessee 
Infantry Senior Regiment. 

No. 216.— Col. William H. Young, Ninth Texas Infantry. 

No. 217.— Capt. W. L. Scott, Tennessee battery. 

No. 218.— Lieut. W. M. Polk, Scott’s Tennessee battery. 

No. 219.— Maj. Gen. Jones M. Withers, C. S. Army, commanding Second Division. 

No. 220.— Capt. Felix H. Robertson, Florida battery, Deas’ brigade. 

No. 221.— Brig. Gen. J. Patton Anderson, C. S. Army, commanding Walthall’s brigade. 
No. 222.— Capt. Overton W. Barret, Missouri battery. 

No. 223. — Capt. David D. Waters, Alabama battery, Anderson’s brigade. 

No. 224.— Lieut. Gen. William J. Hardee, C. S. Army, commanding Army Corps. 

No. 225.— Maj. Gen. John C. Breckinridge, C. S. Army, commanding First Division, 
with appendix by General Bragg. 

No. 226. — Brig. Gen. Daniel W. Adams, C. S. Army, commanding First Brigade. 

No. 227.— Col. Randall L. Gibson, Thirteenth Louisiana Infantry, commanding Thir- 
teenth and Twentieth Regiments and Adams’ brigade: 

No. 228.— Lieut. Col. Henry Maury, Thirty-second Alabama Infantry. 

No. 229.— Maj, F. C. Zacharie, Twenty-fifth Louisiana Infantry, commanding Six- 
teenth and Twenty-fifth Regiments. 

No. 230. — ^Maj. J. E. Austin, Fourth Louisiana Battalion (sharpshooters). 

No. 231.— Lieut. W. C. D. Vaught, Fifth Company, Washington Light Artillery. 

No. 232. — Col. Joseph B. Palmer, Eighteenth Tennessee Infantry, commanding regi- 
ment and Second Brigade. 

No. 233. — ^Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade. 

No. 234.— Brig. Gen. William Preston, C. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade. 

No. 23^.— Col. William Miller, First Florida Infantry, commanding First and Third 
Regiments, 
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No. 236. — Col. W. Xi. L. Bowen, Fourtli Florida Infantry. 

No. 237,-— Maj. Jolin T. Lesley, Fonrth Florida Infantry. 

No. 238. — Col, Joseph. A. McDowell, Sixtieth North Carolina Infantry. 

No. 239.~Col. T. B. Smith, Twentieth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 240. — ^Maj. F. Claybrooke, Twentieth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 241.— Lient. John W. Mebane, Wright’s Tennessee battery. 

No. 242. — Col, Bobert P. Trabne, Fourth Kentucky Infantry, commanding Fourth Bri- 
gade. 

No. 243. — ^Lieut. Col. M. L. Stansel, Forty-first Alabama Infantry. 

No, 244. — ^Maj. James W. Hewitt, Second Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 245. — Col. J oseph H. Lewis, Sixth Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 246. — Col, Thomas H. Hunt, Ninth Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 247. — Capt. Robert Cobb, Kentucky battery. 

No. 248. — ^Brig. Gen. John K. Jackson, C. S. Army, commanding brigade. 

No. 249.— Maj. Charles P. Daniel, Fifth Georgia Infantry. 

No. 250. — Maj. Jesse J. Cox, Second Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters. 

No. 251. — ^Lieut. Col. A, McNeill, Eighth Mississippi Infantry. 

No. 252. — ^Lieut. Harvey H. Cribbs, Lumsden’s (Alabama) battery. 

No. 253.— Maj. Gen. Patrick R. Cleburne, C. S. Army, commanding division. 

No. 254. — ^Brig. Gen. Lucius E. Polk, C. S. Army, commanding First Brigade. 

No. 255. — ^Lieut. Thomas J. Key, Helena Battery. 

No. 256. — Brig. Gen. St. John R. Liddell, C. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade. 
No. 257. — Col. Daniel C. Govan, Second Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 258. — ^Lieut. Col. Reuben F. Harvey, Second Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 259. — Lieut. Col. John E. Murray, Fifth Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 260. — Maj. William F. Douglass, Sixth Arkansas Infantry, commanding Sixth 
and Seventh Regiments. 

No. 261, — Col. John H. Kelly, Eighth Arkansas Infantry. 

No, 262. — Lieut. Col. George F. Baucum, Eighth Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 263. — ^Lieut. H. Shannon, Warren Light Artillery. 

No. 264.— Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. Johnson, C. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade. 

No. 265.— Lieut. James B. Lake, , Chief Ordnance OfiBcer. 

No. 266. — ^Lieut. Col. Watt W. Floyd, Seventeenth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 267. — ^Lieut. Col. R. H. Keeble, Twenty-third Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 268.— Col. John M. Hughs, Twenty-fifth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 269.— Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis, Twenty-fifth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 270. — Capt. C. G. Jarnagin, Thirty-seventh Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 271. — Col. John S. Fulton, Forty-fourth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 272. — Capt. Putnam Darden, Jefferson Artillery. 

No. 273,— Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Wood, C. S. Army, commanding Fourth Brigade, in- 
cluding skirmish on the NolensviUe road, December 27. 

No. 274.— Col. William B. Wood, Sixteenth Alabama Infantry, including skirmish at 
Triune, December 27. 

No. 275.— Ool. Samuel Adams, Thirty-third Alabama Infantry. 

No, 276.— Maj. J. F. Cameron, Third Confederate Infantry. 

No. 277.— Lieut. Col. R. Charlton, Forty-fifth Mississippi* Infantry, including skir- 
mishes near Triune, December 27. 

No. 278. — Capt. A. T. Hawkins, Fifteenth Battalion, Mississippi Sharpshooters. 

No. 279.— Capt. Henry C. Semple, Alabama Battery. 

No. 280.— Maj. Gen. John P. McCown, C. S. Army, commanding division, Smith’s corps. 

No. 281.— Capt, J.D. Allison, , Chief Ordnance Officer. 

No. 282.— Maj. George M.Mathes, , Chief of Artillery. 

No. 283.— Brig. Gen. M. D. Ector, C. S. Army, commanding First Brigade. 

No. 284.— Col. M. F. Locke, C. S. Army, Tenth Texas Cavalry (dismounted). 

No. 285.— Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds, Eleventh Texas Cavalry (dismounted). 
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No. 286.— Col. J. L. Camp, Fonrteentli Texas Cavalry (dismounted). 

No. 287.— Col. Julius A. Andrews, Fifteentli Texas Cavalry (dismounted). 

No. 288. — Capt. James P. Douglas, Texas Battery. 

No. 289.— Col. Kobert B. Vance, Twenty-ninth North Carolina Infantry, commanding 
regiment and Second Brigade. 

No. 290. — Lieut. Col. M. A. Stovall, Third Georgia Battalion. 

No. 291. — Maj. Joseph T. Smith, Ninth Georgia Battalion. 

No. 292. — Lieut. Col. William Thedford, Eleventh Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 293.— Lieut. W. A. McDuffie, Eufaula Light Artillery. 

No. 294. — Brig. Gen. E. McNair, C. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade. 

No. 296. — Col. Kobert W. Harper, First Arkansas Mounted Eifles, commanding regi- 
ment and Third Brigade. 

No. 296. — Lieut. Col. James A. Williamson, Second Arkansas Mounted Eifles (dis- 
mounted). 

No. 297.— Col. H. G. Bunn, Fourth Arkansas Infantry, 

No. 298.— Capt. William A. Cotter, Thirtieth Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 299.— Maj. J. A. Eoss, Fourth Arkansas Battalion. 

No. 300. — Capt. John T. Humphreys, Arkansas Battery. 

No. 301.— Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, C. S. Army, Chief of Cavalry, including skir- 
mishes at and near La Vergne, December 26 and 30, and January 1 j at 
Stewart’s Creek Bridge, December 27 ; at Stewart’s Creek, December 28 ; 
at Wilkinson’s Cross-Eoads, December 29 ; at Cox’s, or Blood’s Hill, Jan- 
uary 3 ; at Murfreesborough, January 4 ; on Manchester pike, January 5 j 
at Mill Creek Bridge, January 8; near Nashville, January 12; and cap- 
ture of transports, January 13, 14, and 17, and of construction train at 
Antioch, January 25. 

No. 302. — Capt. T. H. Mauldin, Third Alabama Cavalry, Wheeler’s brigade, including 
skinnishes December 26- January 5. 

No. 303.— Lieut. Col. J. D. Webb, Fifty-first Alabama Partisan Kangers, including 
skirmishes December 26- January 5. 

No. 304.— Capt. J. H. Wiggins, Arkansas Battery, including skirmishes at La Vergne 
December 26-27, 

No. 305. — ^Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry brigade. 

No. 306. — ^Brig. Gen. Abraham Buford, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry brigade, in- 
cluding skirmishes December 31- January 3. 

No. 307.— The Confederate Eoll of Honor. 


JTo. 1. 

Organization of the Fourteenth Army Oorps^ or Army of the Cumherland, 
Maj, Gen. William 8, Itoseerans, U, 8. Army^ commanding, December 
26, 1862r^anuary 5, 1863 .* 

AUTILLERV. 

Col. James Barnett. 

PROVOST GtTARR. 

10th Ohio, Lieut, Col. Joseph W. Burke. 

GENERAL ESCORT. * 

Anderson Troop, Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Thomas S. Maple. 


* Arranged according to the numerical designation of the divisions and brigades 
as prescribed in General Orders, No. 41, Headquarters Fourteenth Army Corps, De- 
partment of the Cumberland, December 19, 1862. 
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EIGHT WING. 

Maj. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook. 

First (late Ninth) Division. 

Brig. Gen. Jeeeerson C. Davis. 

Escort. 

Blinois Cavalry, Company B, Capt. Samuel B. Sherer. 

2a Kentucky Cavalry, Company G : 

Capt. Miller E. McCulloch. 

Lieut. Harvey S. Park. 

First (late Thirtieth) Brigade. Second (late Thirty-first) Brigade. 

Col. P. SiDNET Post. Col. William P. Cablitt. 

59tli Illinois, Capt. Hendrick E. Paine. 2l8t Illinois : 

74th Illinois, Col. Jason Marsh. Col. J. W. S. Alexander. 

75th Hlinois, IJeut. Col. John E. Bennett. Lient. Col. Warren E. McMackin. 

22d Indiana, Col. Michael Gooding. 38th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Daniel H. Gil- 

mer. 

101st Ohio: 

Col. Leander Stem. 

Lieut. Col. Moses F. Wooster. 

Maj. Isaac M. l^by. 

Capt. Bedan B. McDonald. 

15th Wisconsin, Col. Hans C. Heg. 

Third {late Thiriy-seco^id) Brigade. 

Col. William E. Woodruff. 

25th Illinois: 

Maj. Richard H.Nodine. 

Col, Thomas D. Williams. 

Capt. Wesford Taggart. 

35th Illinois, Lieut. Col. WiUiam P. Chandler, 

81st Indiana, Lieut. Col. John Timherlake. 

Artillery* 

2d Minnesota Battery, Capt. William A. Hotchkiss. 

5th Wisconsin Battery: 

Capt. Oscar F. Pinney. 

Lieut. Charles B. Humphrey. 

8th Wisconsin Battery: 

Capt. Stephen J, Carpenter. 

Sergt. Obadiah German. 

Lieut. Henry E. Stiles. 

Second Division. 

Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson. 

First {late Sixth) Brigade. 

(1.) Brig. Gen. August Willich. 15th Ohio : 

(2.) Col. WilliaaM Wallace. Col. William Wallace. 

(3.) Col. William H. Gibson. Capt. A. R, Z Dawson. 

Col. William Wallace. 

89th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Charles T. Hotch- 49th Ohio : 

kiss. Col. William H. Gibson. 

32d Indiana, Lieut. Col. Frank Erdel- Lieut. Col. Levi Drake. 

meyer. Capt. Samuel F. Gray. 

39th Indiana, Lient. Col. Fielder A. Jones. 

* The Second Minnesota was attached to the Second Brigade, Fifth Wisconsin to 
the First Brigade, and. Eighth Wisconsin to the Third Brigade. 
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Second (late Fifth) Brigade. 


(1.) Brig. Gen. Edward K Kipjc. 
(2.) Col. Joseph B. Dodge. 

34th Blinois : 

Lieut. Col. Hiram W. Bristol. 
Maj. Alexander P. Dysart. 

79th Blinois : 

Col. Sheridan P. Read. 

Maj. Allen Buckner. 


29th Indiana : 

Lieut. Col. David M. Dunn. 
Maj. Joseph P. Collins. 

30th Indiana : 

Col. Joseph B. Dodge. 

Lieut. Col. Orrin D. Hurd. 
77th Pennsylvania : 

Lieut. Col. Peter B. Housum. 
Capt. Thomas E. Rose. 


Third (late Foiirih) Brigade. 

Col. Philemon P. Baldwin. 

6th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Hagerman Tripp. 
5th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. William W. Berry. 
Ist OMo, Maj. Joab A. Stafford. 

93d Ohio, Col, Charles Anderson. 


Artillery.* 

5th Indiana Battery, Capt. Peter Simonson. 

1st Ohio, Battery A, Lieut. Edmund B. Belding. 

1st Ohio, Battery E, Capt. Warren P. Edgarton. 

Cavalry. 

3d Indiana, Companies G, H, I, and K, Maj. Robert Klein. 
Third (late Eleventh) Division. 

Brig. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan. 


‘ Escort. 

2d Kentucky Cavalry, Company L, Lieut. Joseph T. Forman. 


First (late Thirty-seventh) Brigade. 

(1.) Brig. Gen. Joshua W. Sill. 

(2.) Col. Nicholas Greusel. 

36th Blinois : 

Col. Nicholas Greusel. 

Maj. Silas Miller. 

Capt. Porter C. Olson. 
fiSth Illinois, Col. Francis T. Sherman. 
21st Michigan, Lieut. Col. William B. Mc- 
Creery. 

24th Wisconsin, Maj. Elisha C. Hibbard. 


Second (late Thirty-fifth) Brigade. 

(1.) Col. Frederick Schaefer. 

(2.) Lieut. Col. Bernard Laiboldt. 

44th Blinois, Capt. Wallace W. Barrett. 
73d Illinois, Maj. WilUam A. Presson. 
2d Missouri: 

Lieut. Col. Bernard Laiboldt. 
Maj. Francis Ehrler. 

15th Missouri, Lieut, Col. John Weber, 


Third JBrigade.f 

(1.) Col. George W. Roberts. 

(2.) Col. Luther P. Bradley. 

22d Illinois: 

Lieut. Col. Francis Swamvick. 

Capt. Samuel Johnson. 

27th Illinois ; 

Col. Fazilo A. Harrington. 

Maj. William A. Schmitt. 

42d Illinois, Lieut. Col. Nathan H. Walworth, 
olst Illinois: 

Col. Luther P. Bradley. 

Capt. Henry F. Wescott. 


* The Fifth Indiana was attached to the Third Brigade, Battery A to the First Bri- 
gade, and Battery E to the Second Brigade, 
t Formerly First Brigade, Thirteenth Division. 
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Artillery.*’ 

Capt. Henry Hescock. 

1st Illinois, Battery C, Capt. Charles Honghtaling. 
4th Indiana Battery, Capt. Asahel K. Bush. 

1st Missouri, Battery G, Capt. Henry Hescock. 

CENTER. 

Maj. Gen. George H. THOMiCs. 

PROVOST GUARD. 

9th Michigan, Col. John G. Parkhnrst. 
First (late Third) Division. 

Maj. Gen. Lovell H. Rousseau. 


First (late Ninth) Brigade. 

Col. Benjamin F. Scribner. 

38th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Grif- 
fin. 

2d Ohio : 

Lieut. Col. John Kell. 

Maj. Anson G. McCook. 

33d Ohio, Capt. Ephraim J. Ellis. 

94th Ohio: 

Col. Joseph W. Frizell. 

Lieut. Col. Stephen A. Bassford. 
10th Wisconsin, Col. Alfred R. Chapin. 


Third (late Twmty-eighth) Brigade. 

Col. John C. Starkweather. 

24th Illinois, Col. Geza Mihalotzy. 

79th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry A. Ham- 
bright. 

Ist Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. George B. 
Bingham. 

21st Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Harrison C. 
Hobart. 

Fourth Brigade. 

Lieut. Col. Oliver L. Shepherd. 

15th United States, Ist Battalion : 

Maj. John H. King. 

Capt. Jesse Fulmer. 

16th United States, Ist Battalion, and 
Coinpnny B, 2d Battalion : 

Mjij. Adam J. Slemmer. 

Capt. R. E. A. Crofton. 

18th United States, Ist Battalion, and Com- 
panies A and D, 3d Batt^on, Maj. 
James N. Caldwell. 

18th United States, 2d Battalion, and Com- 
panies B, C, E, and F, 3d Battalion, 
Maj. Frederick Townsend. 

19th United States, 1st Battalion : 

Maj, Stephen D. Carpenter. 

Capt. James B. Mulligan. 

Artillery. \ 

Capt. Cyrus 0. Loomis. 

Kentucky, Battery A, Capt. David C. Stone. 

1st Michigan, Battery A, Lieut. George W. Yan Pelt. 

5th United States, Battery H, Lieut. Francis L. Guenther. 

Cavalry. 

2d Kentucky (six companies), Maj. Thomas P. Nicholas, 

* Battery C was attached to the Third Brigade, Fourth Indiana to the First Brigade, 
and Battel^ G to the Second Brigade, 

t Battery A, Kentucky, was attached to the Third Brigade; Battery A, First Michi- 
gan, to the Second Brigade, and Battery H, Fifth United States, to the Fourth Bri- 
gade. 


Second (late Seventeenth) Brigade. 

Col. John Beatty. 

42d Indiana, Lieut. Col. James M, Shank- 
lin. 

88th Indiana : 

Col. George Humphrey. 

Lieut. Col. Cyrus E. Briant. 

15th Kentucky: 

Col. James B. Forman. 

Lieut. Col. Joseph E. Snider. 

3d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Orris A. Lawson. 
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Second (late Eighth) Division. 

Brig. Gen. James S. Negley. 

First {lafe Twentjj-Jiftli) Brigade, Second (late Twenty-ninth) Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. James G. Spears. Col. Timothy E. Stanley. 

Ist Tennessee, Col. Eobert K. Byrd. 19tli niinois: 

2d Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Jnmes M. Mel- Col. Joseph E. Scott. 

ton. Lieut. Col. Alexander W. Eatfen. 

3d Tennessee, Col. Leonidas 0. Houk. 11th Michigan, Col. William L. Stoughton. 

5th Tennessee, Col, James T. Shelley. 18th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Josiah Given. 

6th Tennessee, Col. Joseph A. Cooper. 69th Ohio: 

Col. William B. Cassilly. 

Maj. Eli J. Hickcox. 

Capt. David Putnam. 

Capt. Joseph H, Brigham. 

Lieut. Col. George F. Elliott. 

Third (late Seventh) Bngade, 

Col. John F. Miller. 

37th Indiana : 

Col. James S. Hull. 

Lieut. Col. William D. Ward. 

21 st Ohio, Lieut. Col. James M. Neibling. 

74'th Ohio, Col. Granville Moody. 

78th Pennsylvania, Col. William Sirwell. 

Artillery, 

Kentucky, Battery B, Lieut. Alban A, Ellsworth, 

Ist Ohio, Battery G, Lieut. Alexander Marshall, 
let Ohio, Battery M,^ Capt. Frederick Schultz. 

Third (late First) DivisioN.t 

Brig. Gen. Speed S. Fry. 

Escort, 

2d Kentucky Cavalry, Company B, Captain Henry E. Collins. 

First Brigade, Second Brigade, 

Col. Moses B. Walker. Col. John M. Harlan. 

82d Indiana, Col. Morton C. Hunter. 10th Indiana, Col. William B. Carroll. 

12th Kentucky, Col. William A. Hoskins. 74th Indiana, Col. Charles W. Chapman. 

17th Ohio, Col. John M. Connell. 4th Kentucky, Col. John T. Croxton. 

Slst Ohio, Lieut. Col. Frederick W. Lister. 10th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. William H. 

38th Ohio, Col. Edward H. Phelps. Hays. 

14th Ohio, Col. George P. Este. 

Third Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. James B. Steedman. 

87th Indiana, Col. Kline G. Shryock. 

2d Minnesota, Col, James (^orge. 

9th Ohio, Col. Gustave Kammerliug. 

36th Ohio, Col. Ferdinand y.an Derveer. 

* Attached to Second Brigade. 

t The First Brigade (except the Twelfth Kentucky) and Church’s battery were the 
only troops of this division engaged in the battle of Stone’s Elver. All commanders- 
are given as they stood December 31, 1862. 
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Artillery, 

1st Michigan, Battery D, Capt. Josiah W. Chiircli. 
1st Ohio, Battery C, Capt. Daniel K. Southwiok. 

41h United States, Battery I, Lieut. Frank G. Smith. 


Fourth (late Seventh) Division. 


Brig. Gen. Robert B. Mitchell. 


First Brigade.^ 

Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan. 

10th Illinois, Lieut. Col. McLain F. Wood. 
Kith Illinois, Lieut. Col. James B. Cahill. 
00th Illinois, Col. Silas C. Toler. t 
10th Michigan, Lieut. Col. C. J. Dicker- 
son.t 

14th Michigan: 

Lieut. Col. Myndert W. Quacken- 
bush.t 

Lieut. Col, Milton L. Phillips. 


Second {late Tkirty-sixth) Brigade, 

Col. Daniel McCook. 

85th Illinois, Col. Robert S. Moore. t 
86th Illinois, Lieut. Col. David W. Magee. 
126th Illinois, Col. Oscar F. Harmon. 

52d Ohio, Lieut. Col. D. D. T. Cowen.t 


Cavalry, 

2d Indiana, Company A, Capt. John G. Kessler. 
5th Kentucky, Maj. John Q. Owsley. 

3d Tennessee, Col. William C. Picken8.5 

Artillery, 

2d Illinois, Battery I, Capt. Charles M. Barnett. 
10th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Yates V. Beebe. H 

Unattached Infantry, 

8th Kansas (five companies), Col. John A. Martin. 
Ist Middle (10th) Tennessee, Col. Alvan C. Gillem. 

Artillery Reserve, 

11th Indiana Battery, Capt. Arnold Sutermeister. 
12th Indiana Battery, Lieut. James A. Dunwoody. 
1st Michigan, Battery E, Capt. John J. Ely. 


Fifth (late Twelfth) Division. IT 


Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds. 


First {late Thirty- third) Bngade, 

Col. Albert S. Hall. 

80th Illinois, Col, Thomas G. Allen. 

123d Illinois, Col. James Monroe. 

101st Indiana, Col. William Garver. 
105th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William R. ToUes. 


Second {late Fortieth) Brigade. 

Col. Abram 0. Miller. 

98th Illinois, Col. John J. Funkhouser. 
17th Indiana, Col. John T. Wilder. 

72d Indiana, Maj. Henry M. Carr. 

75th Indiana, Col. Milton S. Robinson. 


Artillery, 

18th Indiana Battery, Capt. Eli Lilly, 

19th Indiana Battery, Capt. Samuel J. Harris. 


* Formerly Second Brigade, Thirteenth Division. 

t Eight companies Sixtieth Illinois, two companies Tenth Michigan, and five com- 
panies Fifty-second Ohio, detached under command of Col. Daniel McCook, and en- 
gaged in skirmish at Cox’s Hill, January 3. 

t Detached under command of Brig. Gen. J, G. Spears, January 2 and 3, and, with 
the First Brigade, Second Division, center, participated in the battle of Stone’s River, 
January 3. 

$ Detachments with General Spears and Colonel McCook, January 2 and 3. 

11 Two sections with General Spears, January 2-5. 

Note. — The exceptions indicated in foregoing notes were the only troops of the 
Fourth Division taking part in the movement from Nashville to Muxfireesborough. 

^ Not engaged at Stone’s Rivei*. Commanders given as they stood December 31, 1862. 
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LEFT WING. 


Maj. Gen, Thomas L. Crittenden, 

First (late Sixth) DmsiON. 

(1.) Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood. 
(2.) Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall. 


First (late Fifteenth) Brigade, 

(1.) Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall. 

(2.) Col. George P. Buell. 

100th Illinois, Col. Frederick A. Bartleson. 
6Sth Indiana : 

Col. George P. Buell. 

Lieut. CoT. James T. Embree. 

3d Kentucky; 

Col. Samuel McKee, 

Maj. Daniel E. Collier. 

26th Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires. 


Second (late Twenty -first) Brigade. 

Col. George D, Wagner. 

15th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Gusfavus A. 

Wood. 

40th Indiana : 

Col. John W. Blake! 

Lieut. Col. Elias Neff. 

Maj. Henry Learning. 

57th Indiana : 

Col. Cyrus C. Hines. 

Lieut. Col. George W. Leunard, 
Capt. John S. McGraw. 

97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane. 


Third (late Tioentieth) Brigade. 
Col. Charles G. Harker. 


Slst Indiana, Col. Abel D. Streight. 

73d Indiana, Coh Gilbert Hathaway. 

13th Michigan, Col. Michael Shoemaker. 
64th Ohio, Lieut. Coi. Alexander Mcllvain. 
65th Ohio ; 

Lieut, Col. Alexander Cassil. 

Maj. Horatio N. Whitbeck. 


Artillery.^ 


Maj, Seymour Eace. 


8th Indiana Battery, Lieut George Estep. 
lOth Indiana Battery, Capt. Jerome B. Cox. 
6th Ohio Battery, Capt, Cullen Bradley. 


Second (late Fourth) Division. 
Brig. Gen. John M. Palmer. 


First (late Twenty^second) Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Charles Cruft, 

31st Indiana, Col. John Osborn. ^ 
1st Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart. 

2d Kentucky, Col, Thomas D. Sedge 
wick. 

90th Ohio, Col. Isaac N. Boss. 


Second (late Nineteenth) Brigqde. 

Col. William B. Hazen. 

noth Illinois, Col. Thomas S. Casey. 

9th Indiana, Col. William H, Blake. 
6th Kentucky, Col. Walter C. Whita- 
ker. 

41st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley, 


* The Eighth Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Sec- 
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to the Third Brigade. 
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Third {late Tenth) Brigade^ 

Col. WiixiAM Grose. 

84th Illinois, Col. Louis H. Waters. 

36th Indiana: 

Maj. Isaac Kinley. 

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward. 

33d Kentucky, Maj. Thomas H. Hamrick. 

6th Ohio, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson. 

24th Ohio : 

Col. Frederick C. Jones. 

Maj. Henry Terry. 

Capt. Enoch Weller. 

Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill. 


Artillery. 

Capt. WiLUAivi E. Standart. 

let Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E. Standart. 

1st Ohio, Battery F : 

Capt. Daniel T. Cockerill. 

Lieut. Norval Osbum. 

4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C. Parsons. 


Third (late Fifth) Division-. 

(1.) Brig. Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve. 
(2.) Col. Samuel Beattt. 


Tiret {late Eleventh) Brigade, 

(1.) Col. Samuel Beatty. 

(2.) Col. Benjamin C. Grider. 

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Knefler. 

9th Kentucky : 

Col. Benjamin C. Grider. 

Lieut. Col, George H. Cram. 

11th Kentucky, Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley. 
19th Ohio, Maj, Charles F. Manderson, 


Second {late Fourteenth) Brigade, 

Col. Ja^vies P. Fyffb. 

44th Indiana : 

Col. William C. Williams. 

Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich. 
86th Indiana, Lieut. Col, George F. Dick. 
13th Ohio : 

Col. Joseph G. Hawkins. 

Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr. 

59th Ohio, Lieut, Col. William Howard. 


Third {late Twenty-third) Brigade, 

Col. Samuel W. Price. 

35th Indiana, Col. Bernard F. Mullen. 

8th Kentucky : 

Lieut. Col. Eeuben May. 

Maj. Green B. Broaddus. 

2l8t Kentucky, Lieut. Col, James C. Evans. 
51st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Eichard W. McClain. 
99th Ohio : 

Col. Peter T. Swaine. 

Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins. 


Artillery, 

Capt. George E. Swallow, 

7th Indiana Battery, C^t. George E. Swallow, 
Pennsylvania, Battery B (26th), Lieut. Alanson J. Stevens, 
3d Wisconsin Battery, Lieut. Cortland Livingston, 
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. CAVALRY. 

Brig. Gen. David S. Stanley. 

Cavalry Division. 

Col. John E^ennett. 


First Brigade. 

Col. Eobert H. G. Minty. 

2d Indiana, Company M, Capt. J. A. S. 

Mitchell. 

3d Kentucky, Col. Eli H. Murray. 

4tli Michigan, Lieut. Col. William H. 

Dickinson. 

7th Pennsylvania, Maj. JohnE. Wynkoop. 

Artillei'y. 

1st Ohio, Battery D (section), Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell. 
RESERVE CAVALRY.* 

15th Pennsylvania : 

Maj. Adolph G. Rosengarten. 

Maj. Frank B. Ward. 

Capt. Alfred Vezin. 

1st Middle (5th) Tennessee, Col. William B. Stokes. 

2d Tennessee, Col. Daniel M. Ray. 

UNATTACHED. 

4th U. S. Cavalry, Capt. Elmer Otis. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

pioneer brigade. 

Capt. James St. C. Morton. 

1st Battalion, Capt. Lyman Bridges. 

2d Battalion, Capt. Calvin Hood. 

3d Battalion, Capt. Robert Clements. 

Illinois Light Artillery, Stokes^ battery, Capt. James H. Stokes. 

engineers and mechanics. 

1st Michigan, Col. William P. Innes. 

Post op Gallatin, TENN.t 

Brig. Gen. Eleazer A. Paine. 

Ward? 8 (late Eighth) Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. William T. Ward. 

102d Illinois, Lieut. Col, Frank C. Smith. 

105th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Henry F. Vallette. 

70th Indiana, Col. Benjamin Harrison. 

79th Ohio, Col. Henry G. Kennett. 

Indiana Light Artillery, 13th Battery, Capt, Benjamin S. Nicklin, 
Cavalry. 

1st Kentucky, Col. Frank Wolford. 

7th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. John K. Faulkner. 

11th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. William E. Riley. 


Second Brigade. 

Col. Lewis Zahm. 

1st Ohio : 

Col. Minor Millikeu. 

Maj. James Laughlin. 

3d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Douglas A. Murray. 
4th Ohio, Maj. John L. Pugh. 


* Under the immediate command of General Stanley, Chief of Cavalry, 
t Not engaged at Stone’s River, Commanders given as they stood December 31, 
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Maoris of^ Moj. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans, Tf. 8. Army, commanding 
Army of the Gumherland, icith congratulatory resolutions, orders, &c. 


La Veegne, Tbnn., Deceniber 28, 

By messenger to Louisville, Ky., December 31, 1862 — ^noon. 

Our advance was delayed one day. The right wing, under McCook, 
drove Hardee’s skirmishers 18 miles down the Nolensville pike, and ad- 
vanced on Triune for battle. A heavy fog delayed this advance, and 
gave Hardee time to escape toward Murfreesborough. Our left wing 
drove the enemy on the main Murfreesborough tumjake with heavy 
skirmishing, and seized all the bridges over Stewart’s Creek last night, 
by dark. Our total loss on both lines does not exceed 20 killed, 100 
wounded, and 10 missing. We have some 50 prisoners. Our center 
crossed from Nolensville yesterday and to-day, and now occupy the 
north side of Stewart’s Creek, 10 miles from Murfreesborough — ^the 
right at Triune. Pursuing division went 7 miles toward Shelbyville. 
We have report from Murfreesborough to 10 o’clock yesterday. All 
his right wing, closed in, came toward Stewart’s Creek. If, under Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee influence or orders, they fight as they propose, I 
think we are in position, by God’s help, to win, and McCook will cut off 
their retreat. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in- Chief , 


W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major-General. 


Geneeae Oedees, 1 Hdqes. Dept, op the Cumbeeland, 

No. — . ) In front of Murfreesborough, December 31,1862. 

The general commanding desires to say to the soldiers of the Army 
of the Cumberland that he was well pleased with their conduct yester- 
day; it is all he could have wished for; he neither saw nor heard of any 
skulking ; they behaved with the coolness and gallantry of veterans. 
He now feels perfectly confident, with God’s grace and their help, of 
striking this day a blow for the country the most crushing, perhaps, 
which the rebellion has yet sustained. 

Soldiers, the eyes of the whole nation are upon you ; the very fate of 
the nation may be said to hang on the issue of this day’s battle. Be 
true, then, to yourselves, true to your own manly character and soldierly 
reputation, true to the love of your dear ones at home, whose prayers 
ascend to God this day for your success. 

Be cool! I need not ask you to be brave. Keep ranks. Do not throw 
away your fire. Fire slowly, deliberately ; above all, fire low, and be 
always sure of your aim. Close steadily in upon the enemy, and, when 
you get within charging distance, rush on him with the bayonet. Do 
this, and the victory will certainly be yours. Eecollect that there are 
hardly any troops in the world that will stand a bayonet charge, and 
that those who make it, therefore, are sure to win. 

By command of Maj. Gen. W. S. Eosecrans: 

• J. P. GAEESCHB, 

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff. 
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MDREREESBOBOuaH, Tenn., January 3, 1863. 

On December 26 we moved from Kasliville in three columns. Mc- 
Cook’s corps by NTolensville pikej Thomas’ from its encampment oiv 
Franklin pike, via Wilson pike 5 Crittenden’s on main Murfreesborough 
pike. The left and center met with a strong resistance, such as the 
nature of the country permits — rolling or hilly routes, skirted by cedar 
thickets, farms, and intersected by small streams, with rocky bluff 
banks, forming serious obstacles. McCook drove Hardee’s corps 
miles from Kolensville, and occupied the place. Crittenden reached 
within miles of LaVergne. Thomas reached the Wilson pike, meet- 
ing with no serious opposition. On the 27th, McCook drove Hardee from 
Nolensville, and pushed reconnoitering division 6 miles toward Shelbj"- 
ville, and found Hardee had retreated toward Murfreesborough. Crit- 
tenden fought and drove the enemy before him, occupying the line of 
Stewart’s Creek, capturing some prisoners, with slight loss. Thomas 
occupied the vicinity of NTolensville. On the 28th, McCook completed 
his reconnaissance on Hardee’s movements. Crittenden remained, 
awaiting the result and bringing up trains. Thomas moved on to 
Stewart’s Creek. On the 29th, McCook moved into Wilkinson’s Cross- 
Eoads, 7 miles from Murfreesborough, the end of a short pike, the road 
rough, through rolling country, skirted by bluffs, covered with dense 
cedar thickets, tops open timber. Crittenden pushed the enemy rap- 
idly, saved all the bridges, and reached a point within 3 miles of Mur- 
freesborough, his advance driving ail their outposts to within sight of 
town. Thomas, with two divisions, closed up with Crittenden, and 
took position on the right. On the 30th, McCook advanced on Wilkin- 
son pike, having to make his way through dense woods, meeting with 
a determined resistance. Got into position 3 miles from Murfreesbor- 
ough, occupying the extreme right of our line. The left stood fast ; the 
center advanced slightly, and were engaged in cutting roads through an 
almost impenetrable growth of cedars, which separated them from our 
right, rendering communication with them exceedingly difficult. The 
combat and the roughness of the country had brought forward McCook’s 
right division, so as to face strongly to the southeast, instead of being 
refused to face south, with the reserve division, between the center 
and right, and sufficiently from the rear to support, and, if necessary, 
to extend it, the grave consequences of which were developed the next 
day. The 31st found our left crossing Murfreesborough pike and rail- 
road, one division front, one forming crotchet on Stone’s Eiver, and 
one in reserve. Center, Kegley between left and right ; Eousseau in 
reserve. The plan of the battle was to open on the right and engage 
enemy sufficiently to hold him firmly, and to cross the river with our 
left, consisting of three divisions, to oppose which they had but two* 
divisions, the country being favorable to an attack from that part of 
the town. But the enemy attacked the whole front of our right wing, 
massing his forces on its right flank, which was partially surprised, 
thrown into confusion, and driven back. Sheridan’s division repulsed 
the enemy four times, protected the flanks of the center, which not only 
held its own, but advanced until this untoward event compelled me 
to retain the left wing to support the right, until it should be rallied 
and assume a new position. [January] 1, the rebels opened by an attack 
on us, and were again repulsed. On the 2d, skirmishing along the 
front, with warm threats of attack, until about 3 o’clock in the afternoon. 
Evening, advanced one small division thrown across Stone’s Eiver, to* 
occupy commanding ground. While reconnoitering the ground occu- 
pied by this division, which had no artillery, I saw heavy forces emerg- 
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ing from the woods and advancing in line of battle, three lines deep. 
They drove our little division before them, after a sharp contest, in which 
we lost 70 or 80 killed, and 375 wounded j but they were repulsed by 
iNegley’s division and the remaining troops of the left wing, headed by 
Morton’s Pioneer Brigade, and fled far over the fleld and beyond their 
intrenchments, their ofScers rallying them with great difiSculty. They 
lost heavily. We occupied the ground with the left wing last night. 
The lines were completed at 4 o’clock this morning. The 3d was spent 
in bringing up and distributing provisions and ammunition. It has 
been raining all day ; ground very heavy. To-morrow, being Sunday, 
we shall probably not tight, unless attacked. This whole country is a 
natural fortification, and worse than Corinth. No great battle can be 
fought without regular approaches. Our total loss in wounded, up to 
this date, is 4,500; killed, 700 or 800. Our communication with Nash- 
ville is open. We have provisions there to last to the 25th instant. 
Further report by letter as soon as I can get an opportunity. 

W. S. EOSEGEANS, 
Ilajor- General^ Commanding. 

H. W. Halleok, 

General-in- Chief. 


Camp near Murereesborough, Tenn., 

January 4, [1863.] 

Following my dispatch of last evening, I have to announce that the 
enemy is in full retreat. They left last night. Eain having raised the 
river, and the bridge across it, between the left wing and center, being 
incomplete, I deemed it prudent to withdraw that wing during the night. 
This occupied my time until 4 o’clock, and fatigued the troops. The 
commencement of the retreat was known to me at 7 o’clock this morning. 
Our ammunition train arrived during the night. To day was occupied 
in distributing ammunition, bringing in the dead, and collecting arms 
from the field of battle. The pursuit was commenced by the center, the 
two leading brigades arriving at the west side of Stone’s Eiver this even- 
ing. The railroad bridge was saved, but in what condition is not 
known. We shall occupy the town and push the pursuit to-morrow 
with the center. Will not, probably, be prudent to advance the army 
very far until communication shall be open to Nashville. We labor under 
great disadvantages from the inferior number of our cavalry, necessitat- 
ing large detachments of infantry to guard our trains. Our medical 
director estimates the wounded in hospital at short of 5,500 wounded, 
and our dead at 1,000. We have to deplore the loss of Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Garesch^ , whose capacity and gentlemanly deportment had already 
endeared him to all the officers of this command, and whose gallantry 
on the field of battle excited their admiration. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halebok, 

General-in- Chief. 


Murereesborough, 

January 5, 1863—4.30 a. m. 

God has crowned our arms with victory. The enemy are badly beaten, 
andp full retreat. We shall press theii as rapidly as our means'" of 
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traveling and subsistence will permit. Will you please ask the Presi- 
dent to have Captain Morton, engineer, made brigadier- general ? He 
has distinguished himself in the fortification and defense of Nashville, 
after our army left for Kentucky. He has organized a Pioneer Corps 
of 1,700 picked men, which he now comujands, with the rank of captain, 
and behaved like a hero during the whole battle of Stone’s Eiver. He 
not only deserves the promotion, but it is absolutely necessary to the 
interest of the service that he should have the rank to command his 
brigade. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major- Oe^ieraL 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

J^ecretary of War, 


Headquaeters Department of the Cumberland, 

Via JVaslwille^ Tenn,, January 5, 1863. 

We have fought one of the greatest battles of the war, and are vic- 
torious. Our entire success on the 31st was prevented by a surprise of 
the right flank ; but have, nevertheless, beaten the enemy, after a three- 
days’ battle. They fled with great precipitancy on Saturday night. 
The last of their columns of cavalry left this morning. Their loss has 
been very heavy. Generals Eains and Hanson killed. Chalmers, 
Adams, and Breckinridge are wounded. 

W. S. EOSECEANS, 

Major-QeneraL 

H. W. Halleok, 

Generatin' Chief . 


Executive Mansion, 

Washington^ January 5, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Eoseorans, 

Murfreesborough, Tenn. : 


Tour dispatch announcing retreat of enemy has just reached here. 
God bless you, and all with you ! Please tender to all, and accept for 
yourself, the nation’s gratitude for your and their skill, endurance, and 
dauntless courage. - 

A. LINCOLN. 


Mtjrfreesborouoh, Tenn., 

January 8, [1863.] 

Did not have up trains before close of battle. Bringing up subsist- 
ence rapidly. Will have railroad completed here in a few days. Eebels 
had eight divisions of infantry. Seven have gone by Manche-ster and 
one by Shelbyville. Their prisoners and doctors estimate their loss at 
from 13,000 to 15,000 men. The weight of testimony warrants. these 
figures. Glad to hear of batteries coming. To secure our long lines of 
communication requires a large force. To fight and maneuver in these 
regions of roads, ravines, cedar thickets and mountains, against a deter- 
mined defensive policy, with certainty of success, demand the same. 
The Cumberland Eiver is now navigable. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

General-in- Chief 


W. S. EOSBOEANS, 

Major-General. 
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War Department, 
Washington, January 9, 1863 — 1.05 p. lu, 
Maj. Gen. W. S. Eosecrans, 

Commanding Army of the Gimherland : 

General: Eebel accounts fully confirm your telegrams from the 
battle-field. The victory was weirearned and one of the most brilliant 
of the war- You and your brave army have won the gratitude of your 
country and the admiration of the world. The field of Murfreesborough 
is made historical, and future generations will point out the places where 
,so many heroes fell, gloriously, in defense of the Constitution and the 
Union. All honor to the Army of the Cumberland — ^thanks to the living 
and tears for the lamented dead. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

0eneral4n- Chief 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. Dept, of the Cumberland, 

No. 7. ) MurfreeshorougJu Tenn., Jamiary 31, 1863. 

The following resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio have been received, and, in accordance with the request contained 
therein, are published to this army: 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS RELATIVE TO A VOTE OF THANKS TO MAJOR-GENERAL EOSE- 
CRANS. 

Mesolved hy the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That the than^ of this Gen- 
eral Asseiiihly are hereby tendered to Major-General Rosecrans, staff, omcers, and the^ 
brave m^u under their command, for the glorious victory resulting in the capture ot 
Murfreesborough and the defeat of the rebel forces at that place. 

Resolved, That the sympathies of the General Assembly are extended to the lamilies 
of the brave and noble patriots that have fallen in defense of freedom and constitu- 
tional libert-y, and that their memories will ever be cherished by a grateful people. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a copy of the foregoing reso- 
lutions to General Rosecrans, with the request that 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
P, HITCHCOCK, 

Fro Tern, President of the Senate. 


By command of Major-General Eosecrans: 

0. GODDAED, 

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff, 


Murfreesborough, Tenn., 

February 9, 1863. 

We liave now all the reports of the subordinate commandos and 
staff officers. Will have my report of the battle sent forward in a few 
days. Some facts in it are worth stating in advance. We have pris- 
oners from one hundred and thirty-one regiments of infantry, twelve 
battalions of sharpshooters, twenty-three batteries of artillery, and Mty- 
tbree regiments of cavalry, giving their fighting force at what all our 
officers consider a low estimate, near 46,000 » l,20^harpshooters, 

1,800 artillery, and 13,200 cavalry. Total, 62,000 men. We foughtthem 
with 42 000. We hit 165 to their 100. Their loss was 23J, onrs 21, per 
cent, of’ the fighting force. These figures are significant. 

Yours, verjrespeotfally, ^ g, eosBCEANS, 

Major-General, Commanding. 

JMaj. Gen. H. W. Hallbok, GmeraUn-Ohief. 
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MUEEREESBOEODaH, TeNN., 

February 11, 1863 — 11.30 p, m. 

Capt. Elmer Otis, Fourth Cavalry, in the recent battle, with 400 men 
charged the enemy, recaptured 300 prisoners, and greatly distinguished 
himself. By their consent, and at their request, he is commanding a 
brigade of three regiments, each with a colonel. I earnestly urge his 
appointment as brigadier- general, in order that he may continue to com- 
mand, as cavalry officers are greatly needed. 

W. S. EOSEOEANS, 

Major-GeneraL 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of the Cumberland, 

Ko. 20. j Murfreesboroughj Tenn,^ February 15, 1863. 

The following resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Indiana having been received, are published to this army, in accord- 
ance with the request contained therein : 

Resolved ty the senate (the house concurring), That the thanks of this General Assem- 
bly are hereby tendered to Major-General Rosecrans, and the officers and soldier© 
iinder Ids command, for the well-earned victory of Murneesborough, Tenn. That they,, 
one and aU, merit the lasting gratitude of the nation and the admiration of the world. 

Resolved, That the patriotic earnestness, skill, sleepless vigilance, and pertinacity* 
di^layed by the commanding general in his advance upon the enemy, his plan ot‘ 
battle, and especially in promptly meeting the exigencies of its varying fortunes^ 
prove that he was “ the right man in the right place that the hearty and prompt 
co-operation, the gallantry and skill of his division and other commanders, the ready* 
obedienoe, unyielding and hardy courage of the soldiers are worthy of the highest', 
commendation. 

Resolved, That the Army of the Cumberland, Mnrfreesborough, and the name of eacbi 
faUen and surviving patriot soldier who took part in the perilous struggle, are for- 
ever linked together in historic renown, and Indiana will preserve, and gratefully 
cherish, their memory to the latest generation, as among the brightest jewels of an 
undivided republic. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the senate be directed to forward a copy of these, 
resolutions to Major-General Rosecrans, with the request that they be read at the head 
of each regiment taking part in the great battle, if consistent with the rules of mili- 
tary propriety and discipline. 

We hereby certify that the accompanying resolutions unanimously passed both 
branches of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana. 

PARIS C. DUNNING, 

President of Senate. 

SAM. H. BUSKIRK, 

Spealcer of House of Representatives^ 

James H. Vawter, 

Secretary of Senate. 

A. T. Whitlesey, 

Clerk of House of Representatives. 

By command of Major-General Eosecrans: 

0. GODDAED, 

Amstant Adjutant- General and Chief of Staff 


Headquarters Departivdent of the Ouuiberland, 

Murfreesborough, Tenn.j February 12, 1863. 
General : As the sub-reports are now nearly all in, I have the honor 
to submit, for the information of the General-in-Ohiel^, the subjoined re- 
port, with accompanying sub-reports, maps, and statistical tables of the 
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battle of Stone’s River. To a proper understanding of this battle it will 
be necessary to state the preliminary movements and preparations: 

Assuming command of the army at Louisville on October 27, it was 
found concentrated at Bowling Green and Glasgow, distant about 113 
aniles from Louisville ; from whence, after replenishing with ammuni- 
tion, supplies, and clothing, they moved on to Nashville, the advance 
-corps reaching that place on the morning of November 7, a distance of 
183 miles from Louisville. 

At this distance from my base of supplies, the first thing to be done 
was to provide for the subsistence of the troops and open the Louisville 
•and Nashville Railroad. The cars commenced running through on 
November 26, previous to which time our supplies had been brought 
by rail to Mitchellsville, 35 miles north of Nashville, and from thence, 
by constant labor, we had been able to haul enough to replenish the 
exhausted stores for the garrison at Nashville and subsist the troops of 
the moving army. 

From November 26 to December 26 every effort was bent to complete 
the clothing of the army ; to provide it with ammunition, and replenish 
the depot at Nashville with needful supplies; to insure us against want 
from the largest possible detention likely to occur by the breaking of 
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, and to insure this work the road 
was guarded by a heavy force posted at Gallatin. The enormous supe- 
liority in numbers of the rebel cavalry kept our little cavalry force 
.almost within the infantry lines, and gave the enemy control of the 
entire country around us. It was obvious from the beginning that we 
should be confronted by Bragg’s army, recruited by an inexorable con- 
scription, and aided by clans of mounted men, formed into a guerrilla- 
like cavalry, to avoid the hardships of conscription and infantry serv- 
ice. The evident difficulties and labors of an advance into this country, 
Siud against such a force, and at such distance from our base of opera- 
tions, with which we were connected but by a single precarious thread, 
made it manifest that our policy was to induce the enemy to travel over 
^s much as possible of the space that separated us, thus avoiding for 
ns the wear and tear and diminution of our forces, and. subjecting the 
-enemy to all this inconvenience, besides increasing for him and dimin- 
ishing for us the dangerous consequences of a defeat. The means taken 
to obtain this end were eminently successful. The enemy, expecting 
ns to go into winter quarters at Nashville, had prepared his own winter 
<quarters at Murfreesborough, with the hope of possibly making them at 
Nashville, and had sent a large cavalry force into West Tennessee to 
^annoy Grant, and another large force into Kentucky to break up the 
railroad. 

In the absence of these forces, and with adequate supplies in Nash- 
ville, the moment was judged opportune for an advance on the rebels. 
Polk’s and Kirby Smith’s forces were at Murfreesborough, and Hardee’s 
-corps on the Shelbyville and Nolensville pike, between Triune and 
■JEagleville, with an advance guard at Nolensville, while our troops lay 
in front of Nashville, on the Franklin, Nolensville, and Murfreesborough 

turnpikes. . 

The plan of the movement was as follows : McCook, with three divis- 
ions, to advance by Nolensville pike to Triune. Thomas, with two divis- 
ions (Negley’s and Rousseau’s), to advance on his right, by the Franklin 
and Wilson pikes, threatening Hardee’s right, and then to fall in by 
the cross-roads to Nolensville. Crittenden, with Wood’s, Palmer’s, and 
Tan Clove’s divisions, to advance by the Murfreesborough pike to La 
Vergne. 
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With Thomas’ two divisions at KolensvillOj McCook was to attack 
Hardee at Triune, and, if the enemy re-enforced Hardee, Thomas wa§ to- 
support McCook. If McCook beat Hardee, or Hardee retieated, and 
the enemy met ns at Stewart’s Creek, 5 miles south of La Vergne, Crit- 
tenden was to attack him, Thomas was to come in on his left flank, and 
McCook, after detaching a division to pursue or observe Hardee, if 
retreating south, was to move with the remainder of his force on their 
rear. 

The movement began on the morning of December 26. McCook ad- 
vanced on the IvTolensville pike, skirmishing his way all day, meeting 
with stiff resistance from cavalry and artillery, and closing the day by 
a brisk fight, which gave him possession of iTolensvilie and the hills 
miles in front, capturing one gun by the One hundred and first Ohio 
and Fifteenth Wisconsin Eegiments, his loss this day being about 75 
killed and wounded. Thomas followed on the right, and closed Kegley’s 
division on I^olensville, leaving the other (Eousseau’s) division on the 
right flank. 

Crittenden advanced to La Vergne, skirmishing heavily on his front, 
over a rough country, intersected by forests and cedar brakes, with but 
slight loss. 

On the 28th [27th] General McCook advanced on Triune, but his move- 
ment was retarded by a dense fog. 

Crittenden had orders to delay his movements until McCook had 
reached Triune and developed the intentions of the enemy at that point, 
so that it could be determined which Thomas was to support. 

McCook arrived at Triune^ and reported that Hardee had retreated, 
and that he had sent a division in pursuit. 

Crittenden began his advance about 11 a. m., driving before him a 
brigade of cavalry, supported by Maney’s brigade of rebel infantry, and 
reached Stewart’s Creek, the* Third Kentucky gallantly charging the 
rear guard of the enemy, and saving the bridge, on which had been 
placed a pile of rails that had been set on fire. This was Saturday night. 

McCook having settled the fact of Hardee’s retreat, Thomas moved 
Kegley’s division on to join Crittenden at Stewart’s Creek, and moved 
Eousseau’s to Kolensville. 

On Sunday the troops rested, except Eousseau’s division, which was 
ordered to move on to Stewartston, and Willich’s brigade, which had 
pursued Hardee as far as Eiggs’ Oross-Eoads, and had determined the 
fact that Hardee had gone to Murfreesborough, when they returned to 
Triune. 

On Monday morning, McCook was ordered to move from Triune to 
Wilkinson’s Oross-Eoads, 6 miles from Murfreesborough, leaving a bri- 
gade at Triune. Crittenden crossed Stewart’s Creek by the Smyrna 
Bridge and the main Murfreesborough pike, and Negley by the ford 2 
miles above ; their whole force to advance on Murfreesborough, distant 
about 11 miles. Eousseau was to remain at Stewart’s Creek until his 
train came up, and prepare himself to follow. McCook reached Wil- 
kinson’s Oross-Eoads by evening, with an advance brigade at Overall’s 
Creek, saving and holding the bridge, meeting with but little resistance. 
Crittenden’s corps advanced. Palmer leading, on the Murfreesborough 
pike, followed by ^Tegley, of Thomas’ corps, to within 3 miles of Mur- 
freesborough, having had several brisk skirmishes, driving the enemy 
rapidly, saving two bridges on the route, and forcing the enemy back 
to his intrenchments. 

About 3 p. m. a signal message coming from the front, from General 
Palmer, that he was in sight of Murfreesborough, and that the enemy 



Chap. XX2J1,) 


THE stone’s ElVEE CAMPAIGN. 


191 


were running, an order was sent to General Crittenden to send a divis- 
ion to occupy Murfreesborougli. This led General Crittenden, on reach- 
ing the enemy’s front, to order Barker’s brigade to cross the river at a 
ford on his left, where he surprised a regiment of Breckinridge’s divis- 
ion and drove it back on its main line, not more than 500 yards distant^ 
in considerable confusion ; and he held this position until General Crit- 
tenden was advised, by prisoners captured by Barker’s brigade, that 
Breckinridge was in force on his front, when, it being dark, he ordered 
the brigade back across the river, and reported the circumstances to the 
commanding general on his arrival, to whom he apologized for not 
having carried out the order to occupy Murfreesborough. The general 
approved of his action, of course, the order to occupy Murfreesborough 
having been based on the information received from- General Critten- 
den’s advance division that the enemy were retreating from Murfrees- 
borough. 

Crittenden’s corps, with Negley’s division, bivouacked in order of 
battle, distant 700 yards from the enemy’s intrenchments, our left ex- 
tending down the river some 500 yards. The Pioneer Brigade, biv- 
ouacking still lower down, prepared three fords, and covered one of 
them, while Wood’s division covered the other two, Van Cleve’s division 
being in reserve. 

On the morning of the 30th, Eousseau, with two brigades, was ordered 
down early from Stewart’s Creek, leaving one brigade there and sending 
another to Smyrna to cover our left and rear, and took his place in 
reserve, in rear of Palmer’s right, while General l^egley moved on through 
the cedar brakes until his right rested on the Wilkinson pike, as shown 
by the accompanying plan.* The Pioneer Corps cut roads through the 
cedars for his ambulances and ammunition wagons. 

The commanding general remained with the left and center, examin- 
ing the ground, while General McCook moved forward from Wilkinson’s 
Cross-Roads, slowly and steadily, meeting with heavy resistance, fight- 
ing his way from Overall’s Creek until he got into position, with a loss 
of some 135 killed and wounded. 

Our small division of cavalry, say 3,000 men, had been divided into 
three parts, of which General Stanley took two and accompanied Gen- 
eral McCook, fighting his way across from the Wilkinson to the Frank- 
lin pike, and below it. Colonel Zahm’s brigade leading gallantly, and 
meeting with such heavy resistance that McCook sent two brigades from 
Johnson’s division, who succeeded in fighting their way into the position 
shown on the accompanying plan, marked A,* while the third brigade, 
which had been left at Triune, moved forward from that place, and ar- 
rived at nightfall near General McCook’s headquarters. Thus, on the 
- close of the 30th, the troops had all got into the position, substantially, 
as shown in the accompanying drawing, the rebels occupying the posi- 
tion marked A.* 

At 4 o’clock in the afternoon General McCook had reported his arrival 
on the Wilkinson pike, joining Thomas 5 the result of the combat in the 
afternoon near Griscom’s house, and the fact that Sheridan was in posi- 
tion there ,* that his right was advancing to support the cavalry 5 also 
that Bardee’s corps, with two divisions of Polk’s, was on his front, ex- 
tending down toward the Salem iiike, without any map of the ground, 
which was to us terra incognita. When General McCook informed the 
general commanding that his corps was facing strongly toward the east, 
the general commanding told him that such a direction to his line did 
not appear to him a proper one, but that it ought, with the exception 


To appear in Atlas. 
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of his left, to face much more nearly south, with Johnson’s division in 
reserve, but that this matter must be confided to him, who knew the 
ground over which he had fought. 

A meeting of the corps commanders was called at the headquarters 
of the commanding general for this evening. General Thomas arrived 
early, received his instructions, and retired. General Crittenden, with 
whom the commanding general had talked freely during the afternoon, 
was sent for, but was excused at the request of his chief of staff, who 
sent word that he was very much fatignied and was asleep. Generals 
McCook and Stanley arrived about 9 o’clock, to whom was explained 
the following 

PLAN OP BATTLE. 

McCook was to' occupy the most advantageous position, refusing his 
right as much as practicable and necessary to secure it, to receive the 
attack of the enemy; or, if that did not come, to attack himself, suf- 
ficient to hold all the force on his front ; Thomas and Palmer to open 
with skirmishing, and engage the enemy’s center and left as far as the 
river; Crittenden to cross Van Oleve’s division at the lower ford, cov- 
ered and supported by the sappers and miners, and to advance on 
Breckinridge ; Wood’s division to follow by brigades, crossing at the 
upper ford and moving on Van Cleve’s right, to carry everything before 
them into Murfreesborough. This would have given us two divisions 
against one, and, as soon as Breckinridge had been dislodged from his 
position, the batteries of Wood’s division, taking position on the heights 
east of Stone’s Eiver, in advance, would see the enemy’s works in reverse, 
would dislodge them, and enable Palmer’s division to press them back, 
and drive them westward across the river or through the woods, while 
Thomas, sustaining the movement on the center, would advance on the 
right of Palmer, crushing their right, and Crittenden’s corps, advanc- 
ing, would take Murfreesborough, and then, moving westward on the 
Pranklin road, get in their flank and rear and drive them into the coun- 
try toward Salem, with the prospect of cutting off their retreat and prob- 
ably destroying their army. 

It was explained to them that this combination, insuring us a vast 
superiority on our left, required for its success that General McCook 
should be able to hold his position for three hours; that, if necessary 
to recede at all, he should recede, as he had advanced on the preceding 
day, slowly and steadily, refusing his right, thereby rendering our suc- 
cess certain. 

Having thus explained the plan, the general commanding addressed 
General McCook as follows : ‘‘You know the ground; you have fought 
over it; you know its difficulties. Can you hold your present position 
for three .hours r’ To which General McCook responded, “ Yes, I think 
I can.” The general commanding then said, “ I don’t like the facing so 
much to the east, but must confide that to you, who know the ground. 
If you don’t think your present the best position, change it. It is only 
necessary for you to make things sure. ” And the officers then returned 
to their commands. 

At daylight on the morning of the 31st the troops breakfasted and 
stood to their arms, and by 7 o’clock w’^ere preparing for the 

BATTLE. 

The movement began on the left by Van Cleve, who crossed at the 
lower fords. Wood prepared to sustain and follow him. The enemy, 
meanwhile, had prepared to attack General McCook, and by 6.30 o’clock 
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advanced in heavy columns— regimental front— his left attacking Wil- 
li ch^s and Elirk’s brigades, of Johnson’s division, which, being disposed, 
as shown in the map, thin and light, without support, were, after a sharp 
but fruitless contest, crumbled to pieces and driven back, leaving Ed- 
garton’s and part of Goodspeed’s battery in the hands of the enemy. 

The enemy following up, attacked Davis’ division and speedily dis- 
lodged Post’s brigade. Carlin’s brigade was compelled to follow, as 
Woodruff’s brigade, from the weight of testimony, had previously left 
its position on his left. Johnson’s brigades, in retiring, inclined too far 
to the west, and were too much scattered to make a combined resist- 
ance, though they fought bravely at one or two points before reaching 
Wilkinson’s pike. The reserve brigade of Johnson’s division, advancing 
from its bivouac, near the Wilkinson pike, toward the right, took a good 
position, and made a gallant but ineffectual stand, as the whole rebel 
left was moving up on the ground abandoned by our troops. 

Within an hour from the time of the opening of the battle, a staff 
officer from General McCook arrived, announcing to me that the right 
wing was heavily pressed and needed assistance; but I was not advised 
of the rout of Willich’s and Kirk’s -brigades, nor of the rapid with- 
drawal of Davis’ division, necessitated thereby — moreover, having sup- 
posed his wing posted more compactly, and his right more refused than 
it really was, the direction of the noise of battle did not indicate to me 
the true state of affairs. I consequently directed him to return and 
direct General McCook to dispose his troops to the best advantage, and 
to hold his ground obstinately. Soon after, a second officer from Gen- 
eral McCook arrived, and stated that the right wing was being driven — 
a fact that was but too manifest by the rapid movement of the noise of 
battle toward the north. 

General Thomas was immediately dispatched to order Eousseau, then 
in reserve, into the cedar brakes to the right and rear of Sheridan. 
General Crittenden was ordered to suspend Van Cleve’s movement 
across the river, on the left, and to cover the crossing with one brigade, 
and move the other two brigades westward across the fields toward the 
railroad for a reserve. Wood was also directed to suspend his prepara- 
tions for crossing, and to hold Hascall in reserve. At this moment fugi- 
tives and stragglers from McCook’s corps began to make their appear- 
ance through the cedar-brakes in such numbers that I became satisfied 
that McCook’s corps was routed. I, therefore, directed General Crit- 
tenden to send Van Cleve in to the right of Eousseau ; Wood to send 
Colonel Harker’s brigade farther down the Murfreesborough pike, to 
go in and attack the enemy on the right of Van Cleve’s, the Pioneer 
Brigade meanwhile occupying the knoll of ground west of Murfreesbor- 
ough pike, and about 400 or 500 yards in rear of Palmer’s center, sup- 
porting Stokes’ battery (see accompanying drawing). Sheridan, after 
sustaining four successive attacks, gradually swung his right from a 
southeasterly to a northwesterly direction, repulsing the enemy four 
times, losing the gallant General Sill, of his right, and Colonel Eoberts, 
of his left brigade, when, having exhausted his ammunition, NTegley’s 
division being in the same predicament, and heavily pressed, after des- 
perate fighting, they fell back from the position held at the commence- 
ment, through the cedar woods, in which Eousseau’s ^vision, with a 
portion of NTegley’s and Sheridan’s, met the advancing enemy and 
checked his movements. 

The ammunition train of the right wing, endangered by its sudden 
discomfiture, was taken charge of by Captain Thruston, of the First 
Ohio Eegiment, ordnance officer, who, by his energy gallantry, 
13 R— YOL XX, PT X 
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aided by a charge of cayalry and such troops as he <50uld pick up, car- 
ried it through the woods to the Murfreesborough pike, around to the 
rear of the left wing, thus enabling the troops of Sheridan^s division to 
replenish their empty cartridge-boxes. During aU this time Palmer’s 
front had likewise been in action, the enemy having made several at- 
tempts to advance upon it. At this stage it became necessary to re- 
adjust the line of battle to the new state of affairs. Eousseau and Yan 
Oleve’s advance having relieved Sheridan’s division from the pressure, 
INegley’s division and Cruft’s brigade, from Palmer’s division, withdrew 
from their original position in front of the cedars, and crossed the open 
field to the east of the Murfreesborough pike, about 400 yards in rear 
of our front line, where iN'egley was ordered to replenish his ammunition 
and form in close column in reserve. 

The right and center of our line now extended from Hazen, on the 
Murfreesborough pike, in a northwesterly direction; Hascall support- 
ing Hazen; Eousseau jailing the interval to the Pioneer Brigade; E’eg- 
ley in reserve; Yan Oleve west of the Pioneer Brigade; McCook’s corps 
refused on his right, and slightly to the rear, on Murfreesborough pike; 
the cavalry being still farther to the rear, on Murfreesborough pike, at 
and beyond Overall’s Creek. 

The enemy’s infantry and cavalry attack on our extreme right was 
repulsed by Yan Cleve’s division, with Barker’s brigade and the cavalry. 
After several attempts of the enemy to advance on this new line, which 
were thoroughly repulsed, as were also their attempts on the left, the 
day closed, leaving us masters of the original ground on our left, and 
our new line advantageously posted, with open ground in front, swept 
at all points by our artillery. 

We had lost heavily in killed and wounded, and a considerable num- 
ber in stragglers and prisoners; also twenty-eight pieces of artillery, 
the horses having been slain, and our troops being unable to with- 
draw them by hand over the rough ground; but the enemy had been 
thoroughly handled and Badly damaged at all points, ha^dng had no 
success where we had open ground and our troops were properly posted ; 
none which did not depend on the original crushing in of our right and 
the superior masses which were in consequence brought to bear upon 
the narrow front of Sheridan’s and Begley’s divisions, and a part of Pal- 
mer’s, coupled with the scarcity of ammunition, caused by the circuitous 
road which the train had taken, and the inconvenience of getting it from 
a remote distance through the cedars. Orders were given for the issue 
of all the spare ammunition, and we found that we had enough for 
another battle, the only question being where that battle was to be 
fought. 

It was decided, in order to complete our present lines, that the left 
should be retired some 250 yards to a more advantageous ground, the 
extreme left resting on Stone’s Eiver, above the lower ford, and extend- 
ing to Stokes’ battery. Starkweather’s and Walker’s brigades arriving 
near the close of the evening, the former bivouacked in close column, 
in reserve, in rear of McCook’s left, and the latter was posted on the 
left of Sheridan, near the Murfreesborough pike, and next morning 
relieved Yan Cleve, who returned to his position in the left wing. 

DISPOSITION FOE JANITAEY 1, 1863. 

After careful examination and free consultation with corps com- 
manders, followed by a personal examination of the ground in rear as 
far as Overall’s Creek, it was determined to await the enemy’s attack 
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ill that position 5 to send for the provision train, and order up fresh sup- 
plies of ammunition; on the arrival of which, should the enemy not 
attack, offensive operations were to be resumed. 

No demonstration [being made] on the morning of January 1, Crit- 
tenden was ordered to occupy the point opposite the ford, on his left, 
with a brigade. 

About 2 o’clock in the afternoon, the enemy, who had shown signs 
of movement and massing on our right, appeared at the extremity of 
a field 1 J miles from the Murfreesborough pike, but the presence of G-ib- 
son’s brigade, with a battery, occupying the woods near Overall’s Creek, 
and Negley’s division, and a portion of Eousseau’s, on the Murfreesbor- 
ough pike, opposite the field, put an end to this demonstration, and the 
day closed with another demonstration by the enemy on Walker’s bri- 
gade, which ended in the same manner. 

On Friday morning the enemy opened four heavy batteries on our 
center, and made a strong demonstration of attack a little farther to 
the right, but a well-directed fire of artillery soon silenced his bat- 
teries, while the guns of Walker and Sheridan put an end to his efforts 
there. 

About 3 p. m., while the commanding general was examining the 
position of Crittenden’s left across the river, which was now held by 
Van Cleve’s division, supported by a brigade from Palmer’s, a double 
line of skirmishers was seen to emerge from the woods in a southeast- 
erly direction, advancing across the fields, and they were soon followed 
by heavy columns of infantry, battalion front, with three batteries of 
artillery. Our only battery on that side of the river had been with- 
drawn from an eligible point, but the most available spot was pointed 
out, and it soon opened fixe upon the enemy. The line, however, ad- 
vanced steadily to within 100 yards of the front of Van Cleve’s division, 
when a short and fierce contest ensued. Van Cleve’s division, giving 
way, retired in considerable confusion across the river, followed closely 

by the enemy. . . ^ ^ 

General Crittenden immediately directed his chief of artillery to dis- 
pose the batteries on the hill on the west side of the river so as to open 
on them, while two brigades of Negley’s division, from the reserve, and 
the Pioneer Brigade, were ordered up to meet the onset. The firing 
was terrific and the havoc terrible. The enemy retreated more rapidly 
than they had advanced. In forty minutes they lost 2,000 men. 

General Davis, seeing some stragglers from Van Cleve’s division, took 
one of his brigades and crossed at a ford below, to attack the enemy on 
his left flank, and, by General McCook’s order, the rest of his division 
was permitted to follow ; but, when he arrived, two brigades of Negley’s 
division and Hazen’s brigade, of Palmer’s division, had pursued the 
fleeing enemy well across the fields, capturing four pieces of artillery 

and a stand of colors. ^ 

It was now after dark, and raining, or we should have pursued the 
enemy into Murfreesborough. As it was, Crittenden’s corps passed 
over, 'and, with Davis’, occupied the crests, which were intrenched in a 


Deeming it possible that the enemy might again attack our right and 
center, thus weakened, I thought it advisable to make a demonstotion 
on our right by a heavy division of camp-fires, and by laying ont a hne 
of battle with torches, which answered the purpose. . 

Saturday, January 3. it.rained heavily from 3 o’clock in the morning. 
The plowed ground over which our left would be obliged to advance 
was impassable for artiUery. - The ammunition trains did not arrive 
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until 10 o’clock. It was, therefore, deemed unadvisable to advance 5 but 
batteries were put in position on the left, by which the ground could 
be swept, and even Murfreesborough reached by Parrott shells. 

A heavy and constant picket firing had been kept up on our right 
and center, and extending to our left, which at last became so annoying 
that in the afternoon I directed the corps commanders to clear their 
fronts. 

Occupying the wood to the left of Murfreesborough ifike with sharp- 
shooters, the enemy had annoyed Eousseau all day, and General Thomas 
and himself requested permission to dislodge them and their supports, 
which covered a ford. This was granted, and a sharp fire from four 
batteries was opened for ten or fifteen minutes, when Eousseau sent two 
of his regiments, which, with Spears’ Tennesseans and the Eighty-fifth 
Illinois Volunteers, that had come out with the wagon-train, charged 
upon the enemy, and, after a sharp contest, cleared the woods and drove 
the enemy from his trenches, capturing from 70 to 80 prisoners. 

Sunday morning, January 4, it was not deemed advisable to com- 
mence offensive movements, and news soon reached us that the enemy 
had fled from Murfreesborough. Burial parties were sent out to bury 
the dead, and the cavalry was sent to reconnoiter. 

Early Monday morning General Thomas advanced, driving the rear 
guard of rebel cavalry before him 6 or 7 miles toward Manchester. Mc- 
Cook’s and Crittenden’s corps following, took position in front of the 
town, occupying Murfreesborough. 

We learned that the enemy’s infantry had reached Shelby ville by 12 
m. on Sunday, but, owing to the impracticability of bringing up supplies, 
and the loss of 557 artillery horses, farther pursuit was deemed unad- 
visable. 

It may be of use to give the following general summary of the opera- 
tions and results of the series of skirmishes closing with the battle of 
Stone’s Eiver and occupation of Murfreesborough : 

We moved on the enemy with the following forces : Infantry, 41,421 : 
artillery, 2,223 ; cavalry, 3,296. Total, 46,940. 

We fought the battle with the following forces: Infantry, 37,977: 
artillery, 2,223 ; cavalry, 3,200. Total, 43,400. 

We lost in killed: Ofldcers, 92; enlisted men, 1,441; total, 1,533. 
Wounded: Officers, 384; enlisted men, 6,861; total, 7,245. Total 
killed and wounded, 8,778, being 20.03 per cent, of the entire force in 
action.* 

Our loss in prisoners is not fully made out, but the provost-marshal- 
general says, from present information, they will fall short of 2,800.* 

If there are many more bloody battles on record, considering the new- 
ness and inexperience of the troops, both officers and men, or if there 
has been more true fighting qualities displayed by any people, I should 
be pleased to know it. 

As to the condition of the fight, we may say that we operated over 
an unknown country, against a position which was 15 per cent, better 
than our own, every foot of ground and approaches being well known 
to the enemy, and that these disadvantages were fatally enhanced by 
the faulty position of our right wing. 

The force we fought is estimated as follows : 

We have prisoners from one hundred and thirty-two regiments of in- 
fantry (consolidations counted as one), averaging from those in General 


But see revised statement, p. 207. 
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Bushrocl Jolmson’s division 411 each, say, for certain, 350 men each, 
which will give — * 

132 regiments of infantry, say 350 men each 

12 battalions of sbai-psbooters, say 100 men each 

23 batteries of artillery, say 80 men each 

29 regiments of cavalry, say 400 men each, and V 

24 organizations of cavalry, say 70 men each J 

220 62,490 

Their average loss, taken from the statistics of Olehurne’s, Breckin- 
ridge’s, and Withers’ divisions, was about 2,080 each. This, for six 
divisions of infantry and one of cavalry, will amount to 14,560 men, or 
to ours nearly as 165 to 100. 

Of 14,560 rebels struck by our missiles, it is estimated that 20,000 
rounds of artillery hit 728 men ; 2,000,000 rounds of musketry hit 13,832 
men, averaging 27.4 cannon-shots to hit 1 man 5 145 musket-shots to 
hit 1 man. 

Our relative loss was as follows: Eight wing, 15,933 musketry and 
artillery^; loss, 20.72 per cent. Center, 10,866 musketry and artillery; 
loss, 18.4 per cent. Left wing, 13,288 musketry and artillery : loss, 
24.6 per cent. 

On the whole, it is evident that we fought superior numbers on un- 
known ground; inflicted much more injury than we suffered; were 
always superior on equal ground with equal numbers, and failed of a 
most crushing victory on Wednesday by the extension and direction of 
our right wing. 

This closes the narrative of the movements and seven days’ fighting 
which terminated with the occupation of Murfreesborough. For a 
detailed history of the parts taken in the battles by the different 
commands, their obstinate bravery and patient endurance, in which the 
new regiments vied with those of more experience, I must refer to the 
accompanying sub-reports of the corps, division, brigade, regimental, 
and artillery commanders. 

Besides the mention which has been already made of the services of 
our artillery by the brigade, division, and corps commanders, I deem 
it a duty to say that such a marked evidence of skill in handling the 
batteries, and in firing low and with such good effect, appears in this 
battle to deserve special commendation. 

Among the lesser commands which deserve special mention for dis- 
tinguished services in the battle is the Pioneer Corps, a body of 1,700 men, 
composed of details from the companies of each infantry regiment, organ- 
iised and instructed by Capt. James St. Clair Morton, Corps of Engineers, 
chief engineer of this army, which marched as an infantry brigade with 
the left wing, making bridges at Stewart’s Creek ; prepared and guarded 
the ford at Stone’s Eiveron the night of the 29th and 30th; supported. 
Stokes’ battery, and fought with valor and determination on the 31st, 
holding its position till relieved on the morning of the 2d ; advancing 
with the greatest promptitude and gallantry to support Van Oleve’s 
division against the attacjf on our left on the evening of the same day, 
constructing a bridge and batteries between that time and Saturday 
evening. The efBciency and esprit du corps suddenly developed in this 
command, its gallant behavior in action, and the eminent services it is 

*See Union correspondence, December 16, 1862, Brig. Gen. J. T. Boyle^s report of 
Confederate prisoners received at Louisville, Ky., from October 1 to December 14, 
1862, Series I, Vol. XVI, Part II, p. 676. 


46,200 

1,200 

1,840 

13,250 



198 KY., MID. AKD E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap, xxm 

continually rendering the army, entitle hoth officers and men to special 
public notice and thanks, while they reflect the highest credit on the 
distinguished ability and capacity of Captain Morton, who will do honor 
to his promotion to "a brigadier-general, which the President has prom- 
ised him. 

The ability, order, and method exhibited in the management of the 
wounded elicited the warmest commendations from all our general offi- 
cers, in which I most cordially join. Notwithstanding the numbers to 
be cared for, through the energy of Dr. Swift, medical director, ably 
assisted by Dr. Weeds and the senior surgeons of the various com- 
mands, there was less suffering from delay than I have ever before wit- 
nessed. 

The Tenth Eegiment of Ohio Volunteers, at Stewart’s Creek, Lieut. 
Col.^ J. W. Burke commanding, deserves especial praise for the ability 
and spirit with which they held that post, defended our trains, succored 
their guards, chased away Wheeler’s rebel cavahy, saving a large wagon- 
train, and arrested and retained for service stragglers from the battle- 
field. 

The First Eegiment of Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, at La 
Vergne, under the command of Colonel Innes, fighting behind a slight 
protection of wagons and brush, gallantly repulsed a charge from more 
than ten times their number of Wheeler’s cavalry. 

For distinguished acts of individual zeal, heroism, gallantry, and good 
conduct, I refer to the accompanying lists of special mentions and rec- 
ommendations for promotion, wherein are named some of the many 
noble men who have distinguished themselves' and done honor to their 
country and the starry symbol of its unity. But those named there are 
by no means all whose names will be inscribed on the rolls of honor we 
are preparing, and hope to have held in grateful remembrance by our 
countrymen. 

To say that such men as Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, true and 
prudent, distinguished in council and on many a battle-field for his 
courage, or Major-General McCook, a tried, faithful, and loyal soldier, 
who bravely breasted the battle at Shiloh and at Perry ville, and as 
bravely on the bloody field of Stone’s Eiver, and Maj. Gen. Thomas L. 
Crittenden, whose heart is that of a true soldier and patriot, and whose 
gallantry, often attested by his companions in arms on other fields, wit- 
nessed many times by this army long before I had the honor to com- 
mand it, and never more conspicuously than in this combat, maintained 
their high character throughout this action, but feebly expresses my 
feeling of obhgation to them for counsel and support from the time of 
ray arrival to the present hour. I doubly thank them, as well as the 
gallant and ever-ready Major-General Eousseau, for their support in 
this battle. 

Brig. Gen. D. S. Stanley, already distinguished in four successful, 
battles — Island No. 10 5 May 27, before Corinth 5 luka, and the battle of 
Corinth — at this time in command of our ten regiments of cavalry, 
fought the enemy’s forty regiments of cavalry, and held them at bay, 
or beat them wherever he could meet them, ought to be made a 
major-general for his service, and also for the good of the service. 

As for such brigadiers as Negley, Jefferson C. Davis, Johnson, Pal- 
mer, HascaD, Van Cleve, Wood, Mitchell, Cruft, and Sheridan, they 
ought to be major-generals in our service. In such brigade command- 
ers as Colonels Carlin, Miller, Hazen, Samuel Beatty, of the Nineteenth 
Ohio ; Gibson, Grose, Wagner, John Beatty, of the Third Ohio 5 Darker, 
Starkweather, Stanley, and others, whose names are mentioned in the 
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accorox^anying reports, the Government may well confide. They are the 
men from whom onr troops should at once be supplied with brigadier- 
generals ; and justice to the brave men and officers of the regiments 
equally demand their promotion to give them and their regiments their 
proper leaders. Many captains and subalterns also showed great gal- 
lantry and capacity for superior commands. But, above all, the sturdj^ 
rank and file showed invincible fighting courage and stamina, worthy 
of a great and free nation, requiring only good officers, discipline, and 
instructions to make them equal, if not superior, to any troops in ancient 
or modern times. To them I ofier my most heartfelt thanks and good 
wishes. Words of mine cannot add" to the renown of our brave and 
patriotic officers and soldiers who fell on the field of honor, nor in- 
crease respect for their memory in the hearts of our countrymen. 

The names of such men as Lieut. Col. J. P. Garesche, the pure and 
noble Christian gentleman and chivalric officer, who gave his life an 
early ofiering on the altar of his country’s freedom ; the gentle, true, 
and accomplished General Sill ; the brave, ingenuous, and able Colonels 
Koberts, Milliken, Schaefer, McKee, Read, Forman, Fred. Jones, Haw- 
kins, Kell, and the gallant and faithful Major Carpenter, of the Nine- 
teenth Regulars, and many other field officers, will live in our country’s 
history, as will those of many others of inferior rank, whose soldierly 
deeds on this memorable battle-field won for them the admiration of 
their companions, and will dwell in our memories in long future years, 
after God, in his mercy, shall have given us peace, and restored us to 
the bosom of our homes and families. 

Simple justice to the gallant officers of my staff, the noble and la- 
mented Lieutenant-Colonel Garesch4, chief of staff ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Taylor, chief quartermaster; Lieutenant-Colonel Simmons, chief commis- 
sary; Maj.C. Goddard, senior aide-de-camp; Maj. Ralston Skinner, judge- 
advocate-general; Lieut. Frank S. Bond, aide-de-camp of General Tyler; 
Capt. Charles R. Thompson, my aide-de-camp ; Lieut. Byron Kirby, 
Sixth U. S. Infantry, aide-de-camp, who was wounded on the 31st; R. 
S. Thoms, esq., a member of the Cincinnati bar, who acted as volunteer 
aide-de-camp, behaved with distinguished gallantry ; Colonel Barnett, 
chief of artillery and ordnance ; Capt. J. H'. Gilman, Nineteenth TT. S. 
Infantry, inspector of artillery; Capt. James Curtis, Fifteenth U. S. 
Infantry, assistant inspector-general; Captain Wiles, Twenty-second 
Indiana, provost-marshal-general; Captain Michler, chief of Topograph- 
ical Engineers ; Capt. Jesse Merrill, Signal Corps, whose corps behaved 
well ; Capt, Elmer Otis, Fourth Regular Cavalry, who commanded the 
courier line connecting the various headquarters most successfully, and 
who made a most opportune and brilliant charge on Wheeler’s cavalry, 
routing a brigade and recapturing 300 of our prisoners ; Lieutenant Ed- 
son. United States ordnance officer, who, during the battle of Wednesday, 
distributed ammunition under the fire of the enemy’s batteries, and be- 
haved bravely ; Captain Hubbard and Lieutenant Newberry, who joined 
my staff on the field and acted as aides, rendered valuable service in 
carrying orders on the field; Lieut. B. G. Roys, Fourth U. S.^ Cavahy, 
who commanded the escort of the headquarters train, and distinguished 
himself for gallantry and efficiency — all not only performed their appro- 
priate duties to my entire satisfaction, but, accompanying me every- 
where, carrying orders through the thickest of the fight, watching whUe 
others slept, and never weary when duty called, deserve my public 
thanks and the respect and gratitude of the army. 

With all the facts of the battle fully before me, the relative numbers 
and positions of our troops and those of the rebels, the gallantry and 
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obstinacy of tlie contest and tbe final result, I say, from conviction, and 
as public acknowledgment due to Almighty God, in closing this report, 
Non noMs Domine ! non noMs sed nomini tno da gloriam,^^ 

W. S. EOSEOEAJNS, 
Major-Generaly Commanding, 

Brig. Gen. Lokenzo Thomas, 

AdjutanPGeneraly U. 8, Army. 


Effective force of infantry and artillery i Dec&niber 31, 186‘2. 


Command. 


EIGHT WING. 

FIEST DIVI8ION. 
Brigadier-General Davib. 


1st Brigade, Colonel Post 

2d Brigade, Colonel Carlin — 
3d Brigade, Colonel Woodruff. 

Total division 


SECOND DIVISION. 

Bligadier-General Johnson. 

1st Brigade, Colonel Gibson 

2d Brigade, Colonel Dodge 

3d Brigade, Colonel Baldwin « 

Total division 


THIBD DIVISION. 

Brigadier-General Sheeidan. 

Ist Brigade, Colonel Grensel 

2d Brigade, Colonel Laiboldt 

3d Brigade, Colond Bradley 

Total division 

Total rigM wing 


CENTEE.* 

SIBST [THIED] DIVISION. 

IMajor-General Eousseau. 

1st Brigade, Colonel Scribner 

2d Brigade, Colonel Beatty 

3d Brigade, Colonel Starkweatlier 

4tli Brigade, Colonel Sbeplierd 

Total division 


SECOND [EIGHTH] DIVISION. 
Brigadier-General JTeglet. 


Ist Brigade, Brigadier-General Spears. 

2d r29tfi] Brigade, Colonel Stanley 

3d [7tli] Brigade, Colonel Miller 

Total division 

Total center corps 


Strength. 

Xilled and 
wounded. 

Percentage. 

1,418 

161 

11. 33 

1,781 

619 

34.75 

1,445 

226 

15.64 

4,644 

1, 006 

21. 66 

1 , 650 

472 

28. 60 

2, 100 

405 

10. 28 

2, 500 

291 

11.64 

6,250 

1, 168 

18. 68 

1, 839 

479 

20. 05 

1, 680 

206 

12. 25 

1, 620 

443 

29. 14 

5,039 

1, 128 

20. 72 

15, 933 


20.72 

1, 588 

208 

13. 10 

1, 634 

281 

18. 33 

1, 648 

28 

1.80 

1, 666 

661 

35. 82 

6, 236 

1, 078 

17.28 

812 

10 

2. 00 

1,822 

600 

27.44 

1, 998 

410 

20. 00 

4,032 

926 

20. 00 

10,868 

2,004 

18.44 


Walkeris brigade, First Division, not accounted for in original. 
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Effective force of infantry and artillery j — Continued. 


Command. 


LEFT WING. 


6 

to 

I 

OQ 





I 


EERST DIVISION. 

Brigadier-General W'OOD. 

1st Brigade, Brigadier-General Hasoall 

2d Brigade, Colonel Wagner. 

3d Brigade, Colonel Haider 

Total division 


SECOND DIVISION. 

Brigadier-General Palmer. 

1st Brigade, Brigadier-General Cruft 

2d Brigade, Colonel Hazen 

3d Biigade, Colonel Grose 

Total division 


THIRD DIVISION. 

Brigadier-General Yan Cleve. 

Ist Brigade, Col. S. Beatty 

2d Brigade, Colonel FyfPe 

3d Brigade, Colonel Matthews [Price] 

Total division 

Total left wing 

PIONEER BRIOADE. 

Captain Morton 

CAVALRY. 

Cavalry 


1,701 

343 

20.17 

1,644 

329 

20. 00 

1,747 

454 

26.00 

5, 092 

1, 126 

22.11 

1,207 

255 

21.12 

1, 385 

336 

24.25 

1,768 

516 

29.18 

4, 360 

1, 107 

25.40 

1,216 

411 

33. 80 

798 

288 

36.09 

1, 822 

342 

18. 75 

3,836 

1,041 

27.14 

13, 288 

3, 274 

24.64 

1, 700 

30 

1.75 

3,200 

84 

2. 60 


RECAPITULATION. 


Bight wing 15, 944 

Center corps 10, 868 

Left wing 13, 288 

Pioneer Brigade 1» 700 


Total infantiy and artillery 41, 800 

Cavalry division 3, 200 


Total 45, 000 

Beductiug wagon guard 1,600 


Total 43, 400 


Combined loss, killed and woonded, 8,778, or 20.22 per cent, of the forces engaged.* 


Names specially mentioned for important services and particular actSj inofficial repoi'ts. 


Name and rank. 

Regiment or detachment. 

Service performed. 

R. W, Johnson, brigadier- 
general. 

P. IS.. Sheridan, brigadier- 
general. 

Jefferson C. Davis, brigadier- 
generaL 

1 Commanding divisions in t j 
I the right wing. ] 

‘ “ ‘,7 : >.i r < oj -i ■(:'*' »». 

; , ■. -j ,0 ■ <,.r. v" ^ 

V. ;■■■.■! : i 

1 


But see revised statement, p. 207. 
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liTame and rank. Regiment or detacliment. 


D. S. Stanley, krigadier-gen* Chief of cavalry 

eraL 

Hascall, hrigadier-general — Commanding 1st Brigade. . . 
Cmft, hrigadier-general 1st Brigade 


T. J. Wood, hrigadier-gen- I ( 

eral. | 

H. P. Yan Cleve, brigadier- J 

general. j i 

John M. Palmer, brigadier- | 

general. J I 

J. S. Negley, brigadier-gen- 

eraL 

C. McDermont, surgeon Medical director, staff of 

Major-General McCook. 

G. B. Beebe, surgeon Medical director, staff of 

TVTrt-S/v'n 

A. J. Phelps, surgeon “ ' i ■ ■ “of 

M^or-General Crittenden. 

Hill ■ ■ . <■'l^■l ■ ' commanding 4th Michigan Cavalry 

Murray, colonel 3d Kentucky Cavalry 


Zahm, colonel 3d Ohio Cavalry. 


W. H. Gibson, colonel 49th Ohio Y olunteers j com- 

manded WiUich’s brigade. 


Charles Anderson, colonel. . . 93d Ohio Yolunteers 

Wallace, colonel loth Ohio Yolunteers i 

Dodge, colonel 30th Indiana Yolunteers . . S 

Baldwin, colonel 6th Indiana Yolunteers.. ) 

G. B. Wagner, colonel 15th Indiana, commanding 

brigade. 


C. G. Barker, colonel 65th Ohio Yolunteers 


John W. Blake, colonel 


Hazen, colonel 

W. Grose, colonel 

Sedgewick, colonel 

Enyart, colonel 

Ross, colond 

Osborn, colonel 

Samuel Beatty, colonel 


40th Indiana Yolunteers 


41st Ohio Yolunteers 


36th Indiana Yolunteers 


2d Kentucky Yolunteer' 
Tntj'-'trv. 

Is* iv ‘ ickv Yolunteer 
Infantry. 

90th Ohio Yolunteer In- 
jEantiy. 

31st Indiana Yolunteer In- 

fantiT- 

19th Ohio Yolunteer In- 
fantry, 


Service performed. 


Commanded advance of right vring during 
its advance from hTolensville : is spe- 
cially ■* ■ ’ ■V” 

Deserve .. .. 

his country. 

For holding an important position, and 


handled their commands. Generals 
Yan Cleve and Wood were wounded, 
but remained with their commands 
until after the battle was over. 

Specially mentioned r ■ and 

skill displayed in ] . *' r com- 

mand. 

For gallant conduct in the held, and great 
care and consideration for the wounded. 

For gi*eat zeal, energy, and efScieucy. 

For prompt attention to the wounded; 
great energy and efficiency in discharge 
of his duties. 

Deserves credit for the management of his 
command on the march and in several 
engagements. 

Rendered important and distinguished 
service, gallantly charging and dispers- 
ing the enemy’s cavalry in their attack 
on our train on Wednesday, Slst. 

Contributed greatly, hy his personal ex- 
ample, to the restoration of order and 
confidence in that portion of the Second 
Brigade .« ?.■'»•> pc li.’d by the enemy’s at- 
taok on W< 

Has been several times before recom- 

^......1.3 .A.! .n j- ...j. 


and Crittenden. 

Honorable mention forgallant conduct, by 
Major-General Rousseau. 

Recommended for promotion, for coolness 
and courage on the field of battle. 

Has commanded i‘ h"*.: .'’nr a year: is 

recommended p'o-’..: for brave 

and skillful conduct during the late bat- 
tles. 

Has commanded a brigade for a year; is 
recommended for promotion, for bnive 
and skilHul conduct. He is also spe- 
cially mentioned by Major-General Mc- 
Cook, for valuable services wil^ the 
right wing. 

Recommended to he dishonorably dis- 
charged for being so drunk as to be un- 
fit for duty. Before going into action 
on the 31.st, was ordered in arrest by hi.s 
immediate commander, Colonel Wag- 
ner, and was next heard from in Hash- 
ville, claiming to be woimded and a pa- 
roled prisoner. 

Commanded a brigade ; is specially men- 
tioned for courage and skill in handling 
. ■* ‘or maintaining an. im- 

' ■' ' , ide ; is recommended 

for coolness and bravery in fighting his 
troops against a superior force. 


Displayed marked gallantry on the field, 
and handled their respective commands 
with skill and judgment. 


Commanding brigade; for coolness, inti’e- 
pidity, and skill 
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JSTame and rank. 


Begiment or detachment. 


Service performed. 


Byffe, colonel., 


Grider, colonel. 


C. 0. Loomis, colonel 

John C. Stark-weather, colonel] 

"William Sirwell, colonel 

Granville Moody, colonel 

Hull, colonel 


Sherman, colonel 

Hotchldss, lieutenant - colo- 
nel. 

Jones, lieutenant-colonel ] 

"W. W. Berry, lieutenant-col- 
onel. 


Shepherd, lieutenant-colonel. 

Keihling, lieutenant-colonel 

Laiboldt, lieutenant-colonel. . 

McCroery, lieutenant - colo- 
nel. 

Klein, major 


Otis, captain. 


Lyne Starling, major . 


John H. King, major 

Carpenter, maior 

Slemmer, major 

Townsend, major 

Caldwell, major 

Miller, major 

C" 


John Mendenhall, captain, 
chief of artillery, and topo- 
grapMcal engineer, staff 
of Major-General Cri tten- 
den. 

Chambers, captain 

Gladwyn, captain 


Standort, captain. 


Edgarton, captain. 


G. P. Thxuston, captain . 


59th Ohio Tolunteer In- 
fantiy. 


9th Kentucky Volunteer 
Infantry. 

1st Michigan Artillery 


1st ‘Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry. 

78th Pennsylvania Volun-1 
teer T- • I ■ 

74th .!■ In-( 

fanti’v. I 

37th Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantiy. j 

36th Illinois Volunteers .. ? 
51st Illinois Volunteers .. 3 
88 th Blmois Volunteers 

89th Illinois Volunteer In- 1 
fantry. i 

39th Indiana Volunteerin' [ 
fantry. j 

Commanding Louis-villo Le- 
gion. 


r. ?. f,"'.- 

.I' 

unteer Intantry. 

2d Missouri Volunteer In- 
fantry. 

21st Michigan Volunteer In- 
fantry. 

3d Indiana Cavalry — 


Commanding 4th TT. S. Cav- 
alry. 


Assistant adjutant general. 


15th TJ. S. Infantry 

19 th IT. S. Infantry 

16th U. S. Infantry 

18th IT. S. Infantry 

18th G. S. Infantry — ... 
36th HHnoia Vohmteors. .. 
88th Illinois Volunteers. .. 

24th Wisconsin Vols 

4th U. S. Artillery 


51st Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantry. 

73d Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantay. 

Company B, 1st Ohio Artil- 
lery. 

Company B, 1st Ohio Artil- 
lery. 

1st Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


Is recommer ■' 1'* ■ ’ ■ * 

and skill. 

by Maior-C ' ' \ 

services \n,th the right wiug. 

Commanded hri'j.nh- and is specially 
mentioned for and coolness 

under trying circumstances 

Benclered most important services 
throughout the battle. 

C ■ ■■ ‘ally men- 

■ . courage. 

For the skill and ability with which they 
handled their respective commands. 


” commended for skill and 
entioned for diatingniBhed 


Becommended for promotion for merito- 
rious conduct. 


Si -- 


wiiemung lorce, ana urawmg oil oy 
hand a section of artillery he had been 
ordered to support. 

Specially mentioned by Maj. Gen. L. H. 
Bousseau. 

For skill and ability during the battles. 

Specially commended for skill and conr- 
age. 

Honorably mentioned for distinguished 
serviced 

Ou the 27th eugaged ‘ .-.--x'- 

X-.-\ ■ - ' ’ ■ : ‘ I « "I 

V. . , - -v ^ , T “ 

aud : ' ■' '1 ‘ ■’•“ice, gallantly 


■:4 


the enemy’s 
. non onr train 


■ 'll’- C I 


I 


i,:-:.. ■ .» •• 

"- 'i r d* _ 1 L- 

laitni'ul service. 

Commanding their respective regiments ; 
are specially mentioned for distin- 
guished gallant rl-'V'.. 'i' 

Carpenter was k.-' m . •* 
and Slemmer wounded. 

Honorably mentioned. 

Becommended for promotion, for general 
r."d personal bi-aveiy aud 
j'.yo'i ... -11 battle. 


These brave officers, with 120 men, drove 
a large force of the enemy from a cov- 
ered position and unmasked his battery. 

For the gallant manner in which ho lianrl- 
led his guns and brought them oli' rln* 
field. 

Was guilty of a grave error in taking 
even a part of his battery horses to water 
at an unseasonable hour, and thereby 
losing his guns. 

Is specially mentioned by Major-General 
McCook an d others for particular acts of 

,1*1“ \ I I ' ■lO 1 * * 

Tf-'SCU -- i 

i)a. I- a:.d b,. <k»' ' » t »■■■.'■« • 

tog brigade.' 
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jSame and tmk. 


Hale, captain. . 
Xitson, captain 


Hegiment or detaclynent. 


75tli Illinois Volunteers.. . 
22d Indiana Volunteers. . . 


Service performed. 


JJ X*., 


Crofton, captain. - 
Pulmer, captain.. 
Mulligan, captain 


16tli IT. S. Infantry. 
15th, XT. S. Infantry. 
19^ XT. S. Infantry. 


Guenther, captain 

Hcscock, captain 

Bridges, captain 

Belding, lieutenant 

Richard Jervis, lieutenant.. 


Company H, 5th ArtiUeiy. . . 

1st Missouri Battery 

19th Illinois Volunteers 

Commanding Company A, I 
1st Ohio Artillery. 

8th Indiana Battery 


D- ’ ■ o ■ 
tion. 

Specially mentioned for hraveiy and shill 
in the battles and for general effi(:ienc 5 ^ 
Continued in couimaud of his regiiuont 
after receiving a painful wo and. 
Recommended for promotion for saving 
three guns of his battery. ) 

Behaved in a cowardly n r n^. -i • 
tiling his section at a critical inoinent 
withont Dotilying his company com- 
mander. Ho is recommended ibr dis- 
missal. 


Lamherson, lieutenant 

W ymanMiirphy, lieutenant. . 

W. S. Hish, assistant surgeon. 


19th Illinois Volunteers. . . 
21st Wisconsin Volunteers 

3d Indiana Cavalry 


T* . ■-'•Brigade. x\.ro spe- 

■ I ■ ! . ■ two reports for gal- 

‘ . ■ « » ■ . . ■ » lergy. 

ITled during the battle to Hashvillo, and 
rcf ii-rm. '.dt d bv Maior-Gencral Mc- 
L'l'O-k I'l'’ il --c'l. This man passed 
himself olf as an assistant surgeon ; 
proved to be a private. Case being 
attended to. 


Enlisted men recommended for gallant conduct during the lattle of Stoners River, Tmn. 

Quartermaster-Sergeant Oolbum, Thirty -third Ohio Volunteers. 

First Sergeant German, Eighth Wisconsin Battery. 

Sergeant Fer^son, Company G, Fifty-ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 

Sergeant Holden, Company G, Sixty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Sergeant McKay, Company E, Forty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Sergeant MoMalion, Company H, Forty-first Ohio Volunteer Infan tfyb 
Sergt. R. B. Rhodes, First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 

Sergt. Jason Hurd, Nineteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Sergt. H. A. Mills, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

Sergt. A. R. Weaver, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

Sergt. F. Mechling, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

Sergt. P. A. Weaver, Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Corpl. James T. Slater, Second Indiana Volunteer Cavalry. 

Corpl. J. P. Patterson, Company G, Forty-first Ohio Volunteer Inlhiitry. 

Corpl. W. Hughes, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

Private R. J. Pindle, Company L, wagoner. (Especially recommended by Colonel 
Murray, colonel of Third Kentucky Cavalry. ) 

Private A. F. Freeman, orderly, with Brigadier-General juavia. 

Private Ahijah Lee, orderly, with Brigadier-General Davis. 

Private James Gray, Company E, Thirty-ninth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. 

Private William Hayman, Second Indiana Volunteer Cavalry. 

Private William Brown, Fifty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Private Nelson Shields, Thirteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Private S. T. Mitchell, Company B, Thirty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

ADDHN-DA. - 

Special mention of gallantry, ^c. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Housum, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantrv. 
Captain Brigham, Sixty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. ^ 

T’AT»'f:Ti Tndittnft 

Volunteer Infantry. 

Lieutenant Jones, Post’s brigade. Volunteer Infantry. 

. Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Regiment captured a rebel flag from the Twenty- 
sixth Regiment Tennessee, assisted by other regiments of General Negley’s division. 
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2(1. Lieutenant Giientlier’s battery and tlie Second Ohio Yolunteers captured tbe 
flag of the Thirtieth Arkansas Volunteers. 

3d. Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Wood commanding, charged 
and captured 173 prisoners from Twentieth Louisiana Regiment, 

4th. Thirteenth Michigan Volunteers gallantly recaptured two guns helongihg to 
Captain Bradley’s Ijattery. ® ® 

5th. Carlin's brigade lost half its field officers in killed and wounded. 

6th. Fifth Kentucky Volunteers dragged from the field by hand a section of artil- 
lery, through deep mud and under heavy fire. 

7th. Four color-bearers of the Twenty-first Illinois were shot down, yet the colors 
were borne safely through the fight. 


Washingtok, D. 0., February 27, 1863. 

Colonel Kelton, 

Staff of the General4n- Chief Washington : 

Colonel : I have the honor to forward to you the inclosed letter 
of Maj. Gen. W. S. Eosecrans, commanding department. The general 
desired me to make such verbal explanations as the General-in-Chief 
might require. 

I also inclose a statement of our available force in and about Mur- 
freesboroiighj which differs considerably from the “ paper army. 

I shall remain in the city no longer than to-morrow^ as my health wih 
not permit me to put further off that care and treatment which I can 
only obtain at home. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. PETEESO^r, 

Captain Fifteenth Infantry^ and Acting Assistant 
Inspector-General, Department of the Cumberland, 


flnclosures.] 


Headquarters BEPARTiiiENT of the Cumberland, 

Murfreesborough, Tenn,, Febrtiary 20, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Commander 4n- Chief Washington, D. C.: 

General: Captain Peterson, acting assistant inspector-general, being 
obliged to change climate by medical direction, I avail myself of his 
zeal and intelligence to send you some details of this army, showing the 
percentage of absentees and the wear and tear of an army in battle : 

1st. I find from careful examination that the average percentage of 
the present and absent, now present, is : 

Per cent. 


For the Fourteenth Army Corps 56. 01 

For the Twentieth Army Corps 50. 16 

,For the Twenty-first Army Corps 50. 44 


Presuming that each of these corps has fought hut one great battle, 
in which they lost as follows, viz : 

Per cent. 


Fourteenth Army Corps 

Twentieth Army Corps - 

Twenty-first Army Corps 

Average loss for the entire command 


18.44 

20.50 

24.64 

20.03 


We have before tbe battle : 

Fourteenth Army Corps 

Twentieth Army Corps 

Twenty-first Army Corps 


Per cent. 
.. 63.42 
.. 64.60 
.. 66.93 
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Hence, before the battle we have to pay 100 men for the above per 
cent., and we now have the preceding percentage for each hundred on 
the pay-roll. Although these are better results than I have expected, 
they are much worse than they ought to be. I am now endeavoring to 
bring the absentees to some rule, and reduce their numbers. The in- 
spection system detects the illegal absentees, but it requires in addition 
the paymasters with the corps to know who ought not to be paid. 

Captain Peterson comes to show what means we use to detect absen- 
tees, and what even then are our results. 

He is also charged to carry on a form of return, which, if adopted in 
the Adjutant-General’s office and throughout the army, will force the 
various commanders to give such data in their returns as will afford 
means of knowing the true condition and strength of our forces, which, 
with the present forms in use, is not the case. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. S. EOSEOEANTS, 
Major-General^ Commanding Department, 

STATEMENT OP FORCE. 


Fourteenth Army Cori)S - 27, 725 

Twentieth Army Corps 13, 031 

Twenty-first Army Corps 13,061 

Cavalry not included - 4, 295 

Total 58,112 

Detached troops : 

Nashville 7,495 

Gallatin 3,550 

Bowling Green 1,840 

Ciarksvme 1,674 

Total 14, 559 

Grand total present 72, 671 

Strength present and absent February 14, 1863 133, 305 

Discount : 60,634 

Detached troops 14,559 

Number that cannot be led against the enemy 75, 193 


Mxjefebesboeoug-h, Tenn., 

March 1, 18C3 — 12.23 p. m. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War ; 

I see that by your permission the reports of the corps commanders 
of the battle of Stone’s Biver are published. They are but a partial view 
of the operations, and an omission in General McCook’s report to state 
the meeting of corps commanders at my headquarters, and his final in- 
structions on Tuesday night, coupled with an erroneous statement in 
General Johnson’s report, are calculated to mislead.* Mine should also 
be published, omitting such statistics as ought not to be made public. 
W. S. BOSEOBAHS. 

* See correspondence between Bosocrans and McCook and letters from Stanley and 
Thomas in March, 1863, Part II, pp. 381-383. 
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Mgepbeesborough, Tbnn., 

March 23, 1863—10.38 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatxeck, 

General-in- Chief: 

Eecent reports of the senior surgeon of General Bragg’s army, left 
here in care of the wounded rebels, prepared to be sent to his superior, 
of the deaths in hospitals, carefully analyzed as to confirm the analytical 
report of our provost-marshal as to the number of regiments, show that 
Breckinridge had thirty-sis infantry and five cavalry regiments, four 
batteries, and some minor organizations in his division. 

W. S. EOSEOEAJSrS, 

Major-General. 


No. 3. 

Return of casualties in the Union forces in the Stones River {Tennessee) 
campaign, December 26, 18Q2-January 5, 1863, inelusive.* 

[Compiled from nominal list of casualties, returns, &c.] 


Command. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Captured 
or missing. 


bC 

bC 


I’OTIRTEEKTH AEMY COEPS. 
Maj. Gen. William S. Eoseceaivs. 

Staff and escort 

EIGHT WIITG. 

Maj. Gen. A McB. McCook. 

FIEST DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Jbitbeson C. Davis. 
JEscori. 


SCMi Plinois Cavalry, Company B 

2(1 licinucky Cavalry, Company G. 


Total escort., 


First Brigade. 
Col. P. Sidney Post. 


59tli Ulinois 

74th Illinois 

76th Illinois 

22d Indiana 

Wisconsin Light Artillery, 5th Battery. 


Total Eirst Brigade . 


25 


135 


155 


8C 

8£ 

81 

6^ 

IS 


32^ 


* Includes losses at 1^'olensviUe and Knob Gap, December 26 : La Yergpe ^d 
lin, December 26 and 27 ; Triune, December 27 ; Stewart s Creek, December 27 ; Stone .. 
River or Murfreesboi’ough, December 29-Jannary 4 ; Stewart s Creek 
January Ij Insane Asylum or Cos^s Hill, JETOuary.S ; Sbelbyville and Mancnestei 
roads, January 5. 
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KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or missing. 


Command. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Aggregate. 

Second Brigade. 

Col. William P. Caelin. 








2l8t Illinois 

2 

55 

7 

180 


69 

303 

38th Illinois 

2 

32 

5 

104 


34 

177 

301st Ohio 

1 

19 


321 


66 

212 

15th Wisconsin 

2 

13 

5 

C5 

1 

33 

119 

Minnesota Light Artillery, 2d Battery 


3 

1 

5 


1 

10 

Total Second Brigade 

7 

122 

23 

475 

1 

193 

821 

Third Brigade. 








Col. William E. Woodeufp. 











3 




1 

25th Illinois 

i 

15 

3 

72 


5 

96 

35th Illinois 


10 

2 

49 


25 

86 

SI st Indiana 

1 

4 

2 

46 j 

1 

15 

69 

Wisconsin Light Artillery, 8th Battery 

1 



^ 1 


1 

6 

Total Third Brigade 

3 

29 

8 

171 

1 

46 

258 

















Total First Division 

11 

176 

40 

785 

2 

400 

1,414 

BBCOND DIVISION. 








Brig. Gen. Eichaed W. Johnson, 

Firsi Brigade. 

(1.) Brig. Gen. August Willich.* 

(2.) Col. WiLiJAM Wallace. 

(3.) Col. William H. Gibson. 













1 


1 

89th Illinois 

1 

9 

1 

45 


94 

150 

32d Indiana 


12 


40 


116 

167 

39th Indiana 


30j 

3 

116 

2 

229 

380 

35th Ohio 


17 

2 

68 

1 

127 

215 

49th Ohio 

2 

18 

6 

88 


108 

222 

Ist Ohio Light Artillery, Battery A 


1 


4 


24 

29 

Total First Brigade 

3 

87 

12 

361 

4 

697 

1,364 

Second Brigade. 








(1.) Brig. Gen. Edwaed K. KiKK.t 
(2.) Col. Joseph B. Dodge. 











1 




1 

34th Illinois 

2 

19 

2 

98 

2 

72 

195 

79th Illinois 

1 

23 

3 

68 

. 3 

121 

219 

29th Indiana 

1 

14 

2 

60 

1 

51 

135 

30th Indiana 

1 

30 

2 

108 

2 

70 

213 

77th Pennsylvania 

1 

4 

1 

26 

2 

28 

64 

1st Ohio Light Artillery, Battery E 


3 


5 

2 

22 

32 

Total Second Brigade 

6 

93 

11 

373 

12 

364 

859 

Third Brigade. 








Col. Philemon P. Baldwin. 








6th Indiana 


17 


50 

i 1 

36 

304 

6th Kentucky 

1 

18 

7 

73 


26 

125 

ist Ohio 


8 

1 1 

46 


81 

136 

* WoiQided and captured December 31, 
t Wounded Decemoer 31. 
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Command. 


Killed. 


“Wounded. 


Captured i 
OL missing. ! 


bC 

tfi 

< 


Third Brigade— Contimied. 


93d Oh-io 

Indiana Light Artillery, 5th Battery 

Total Third Brigade 

Cavalry, 

3d Indiana, Companies G-, H, I, and K 

Total Second Division 

THIED DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan. 
First Brigade. 

(1.) Brig. Gen. Joshua W. Sill.* 
(2.) Col. Nicholas Geeusel. 


Staff. 

36bh Dlmois 

88th Dlinois 

21st Michigan 

24th Wisconsin 

Indiana Light Artillery, 4th Battery. 


Total Pirst Brigade. 


Second Brigade. 

(1.) Col, Peederick Schaefer.* 

(2.) Lieut. Col. Bernard Laiboldt. 


Staff 

44th Illinois 

73d Dlinois 

2d Missouri 

15th Missouri 

Ist Missouri Light Artillery, Battery G.. 


Total Second Brigade 

Third Brigade. 

(1.) Col. George W, Eoberts.* 
(2.) Col. Luther P. Bradley. 


Staff 

22d Dlinois 

27th Dlinois 

42d Illinois 

Slat Illinois 

1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery C 

Total Third Brigade 

Total Third Division 

Total Eight Wing 

CEKTEE. 

Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas. 
Staff and escort 


124 

23 


58 


12 232 


10 


14 


35 


242 


35 


101 


19 


208 


15 


25 


972 


144 

48 

82 

55 

17 


34G 


1, 284 1 2, 560 


198 


104 

01 

40 

51 

13 


64 


12 2G9 


7 

.,2 


58 


15 


46 


041 121 


109 

67 

96 

37 

19 


32S 


943 


12, 700 


44 


158 


400 1, 


2 

212 

112 

143 

174 


1 

155 

88 

62 

72 

20 


1 

193 

103 

161 

57 

51 


566 


26 2, 084 5, 607 


* Killed December 31 - 
14 B B— VOL XX, PT I 
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Return of casualties in the Union forces, ^^c.-^Continned. 


Command. 


Killed. 


■Wounded. 


Captured 
or missing. 


mST DIVISION. 

Mnj. Gen. Lovell H. Eousseau. 

Staff and escort 

First Brigade. 

Col. Benjamin F. Sceibner. 


Staff 

38tli Indiana — 

2d Ohio 

33d Ohio 

9'ttli Ohio 

lOtli Wiacousm . 


Total Pirst Brigade 

Second Brigade. 
Col. John Beattv. 


42d Indiana 

88tli Indiana 

IGth Kentucky 

3d Ohio 

1st Michigan Light Artillery, Battery A... 

Total Second Brigade 

Third Brigade. 

Col. John C. Staekweathee. 


24 th Ulinois 

79th Pennsylvania 

let Wisconsin 

2l8t Wisconsin 

Kentucky Light Artillery, Battery A. , 


Total Third Brigade 

Fourth Brigade. 

Lieut. Col. OuvER L. Shepherd. 


15th ■T’lited Plali .-s Ist Battalion 

16th I'l i.rii Stall'-, 1st Battalion, and Company B, 2d 
Battalion. 

18th United States, Ist Battalion, and Companies A and 
D, 3d Battalion. 

18th U ^ talion, and Companies B, C, E, 


19th ■: 
5th , 


,»talion 

‘y, Battery H . 


Total Pourth Brigade 

Cavalry. 

2d Kentucky (six companies) 

Total Pirst Division 

SECOND division. 

Brig. Gen. James S. Keglet. 
First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Jambs G. Spbaes. 

1st Tennessee 

2d Tennessee 


30 


10 


179 


51 


12 


228 


00 


22 


173 


47 


- 1 


74 

126 


115 

98 


475 


915 


56 


113 


50 


16 


312 


2 

112 

52 

34 

54 

25 


279 


132 

78 


106 

13 


389 


56 

16 

28 


146 


106 

165 


152 

139 


74 

5 


641 


1, 460 


19 

7 
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Fielurn of casualties in the Union forces, cf’C.— -C od tinned. 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 






or missing. 

Command. 


i 



3 



a 


g 

a .2^ 


0 

O) 

00 

S 

3 

1 

0 "a hi 


i 


1 

'3 

,2 ;r3 W! 

<9 a bo 


0 

w 

0 


0 H <1 

First JJnrjradc— Continued. 






Cth Tennessee’^ 






85tb Illinois* 






14tli Micliijian 


2 


5 

7 

Wisconsin Light Artillery, 10th Battery* 





1 

Total Birst Brigade 


5 

1 

27 

33 

Second Brigade. 






Col. Timothy E. Stanley. 






lOlli Illinois 

1 

13 

8 

75 

11 108 

nth Michigan 

2 

28 

6 

78 

25 139 

imiiOhio 

1 

25 

8 

107 

26 167 


1 

4 


47 

38 96 

1st Ohio Light Artillery, Battery M 


1 

1 


1 3 

Total Second Brigade 

5 

71 

29 

307 

101 513 

Third Brigade. 






^Col. John F. Millbe. 






Rtiifl' and escort 



1 

3 

4 

;i7th Indiana 

2 

25 

5 

110 

8 150 

21 St Ohio 


24 

5 

104 

26 159 

74th Ohio 


8 

6 

92 

19 125 

78th Pennsylvania 

1 

15 

3 

130 

39 188 

T ' ’• ' ' ’■'-.‘^teryB 


1 

1 

2 

2 6 

rGr 


4 


9 

3 16 

Total Third Brigade 

3 

77 

21 

450 

97 648 

Total Second Division 

8 

153 

51 

784 

198 1,194 

THIRD DIVISION. 






First Brigade. 






Col. Moses B. Walkeis. 






P2d Tijdi {1,7-1 




5 

5 

17th Ohio 



1 

4 

5 

:Jlst Ohio 




6 

6 

118th Ohio - 



1 

5 

6 

1 st Ml chi gan Li gh t Artillery, Battery D* 






Total First Brigade 



2 

20 

22 

Total Third Division 



2 

~o" 

*>9 

Total Center 

17 

327 

101 

1,719 

4 510 2, 678 

LEFT WING. 






Maj. Gen. Thomas L. CRnTENDEN. 





• 

Staff 



1 


1 

FIRST DIVISION. 






(1.) Brig. Gen. Thomas J. WooD.t 






(2.) Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall. 









1 


1 


No loss reported, t Wounded December 31, 
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Betum of casualties in the Union fm'ces, ^'c, — Continued. 


Coziuaand. 


Killed. 


"Womided. 


Captured 
or missing. 


First Brigade. 

(1.) Brig. Oen. Milo S. Hascall. 
(2.) CoL CBoSGfi P. Buell, 


lOOth Illinois 

58th Indiana 

3d Kentucky 

26th Ohio 

IndianaXight Artillery, 8th Battery . 


34 


46 

114 

133 

99 

8 


Total First Brigade . 


45 


20 


296 


Second Brigade. 

CoL George B. "Wagner. 


15th Indiana 

40th Indiana 

57th Indiana 

97th Ohio 

Indiana Light Artillery, 10th Battery. . 


Total Second Brigade.. 


55 


Third Brigade. 

Col. Charles G. Harkbr. 


5lBt Indiana 

78d Indiana 

13th Michigan 

64th Ohio 

65th Ohio 

Ohio Light Artillery, 6th Battery. 


Total Third Brigade . 
Total First Division . 


103 


12 


203 


SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. John M. Palmer. 


First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Charles Cruet. 


81st Indiana — 
Ist Kentucky.. 
2d Kentucky., 
00th Ohio 


17 


Total First Brigade... 

^ Second Brigade. 

CoL William B. Hazen. 


44 


Staff and escort . 
noth Illinois .... 

9th Indiana 

6th Kentucky. 
41st Ohio 


Total Second Brigade.. 


40 


136 

63 

55 

15 

4 


18 


273 


218 


1 

46 

82 

85 

102 


19 


316 


34 


400 


188 

85 

78 

24 

5 


32 


380 


50 

111 

80 

105 

173 

n 


539 


107 


1, 320 


120 


87 

96 

77 

137 


397 


5 

68 

109 

113 

124 


409 
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Return of casualties in the Union forces, ^c, — Continued. 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or missing. 



* 

p 


p 


p 


Cominand. i 


1 


S 

a 


Oj 

a 

i 


g 

<s> 


fp 

Ol 





c 

ai : 
S3 

g 


a 

<^> 




a 

'P 

m 

'p 

sa 1 

p 

Ui 


o 


o 


O 



Third Brigade* 








Col. "William: Geose. 








84th Ulinois 

2 

83 

5 

119 


8 

167 

36th Indiana - 

2 

23 

6 

85 


18 

134 

23d Kentucky 


8 

3 

50 


22 

83 

6th Ohio 

2 

23 

4 

134 


J4 

177 

24th Ohio 

4 

10 

4 

68 


1 12 

98 

Total Third Brigade 

10 

97 

22 

456 


74 

! C59 

Artillery. 








1 st Ohio Light Artillery, Batterv B...... ..... 


5 


12 


3 

20 

1st Ohio T 1 r. T ................. 


2 

1 

13 


2 

18 

4thtJ.S. \ :4 i'.M .'1 


2 


14 


6 

22 

Total artillery 


9 

1 

•39 


11 

60 

Total Second Division 

15 

'"l90’ 

52 

1, 029 

6 

234 

J,526 

THIRD DIVISION. 








(1.) Brig. Gen. Horatio P, Van Cleve.* 

(2.) Col. Samuel Beattt. 








Staff 



1 




1 










First Brigade. 


1 






(1.) Col. Samuel Beatty. 

(2.) Cok Benjamin C. Grider. 








79th Indiana 

1 

10 

6 

68 


30 

121 

9th Kentucky 

4 

18 

7 

80 


3 

112 

llth Kentucky 


7 

4 

81 


10 

102 

19th Ohio 

8 

24 

3 

122 


34 

ISC 

Total First Brigade 

8 

50 

20 

351 


83 

521 

Second Brigade. 








Col James P. Fyfpe. 








Stpff 



1 


i 


1 



10 

2 

54 

1 

25 

91 


1 

33 

5 

55 

2 

99 

195 

, 

2 

29 

6 

79 


69 

185 



3 

2 

85 

2 

43 

83 









Total Second Brigade 

3 

75 

16 1 

223 

4 

236 

557 

Third Brigade. 








Col. Samuel W. Price. 








55th Indiana 


22 

5 

77 


33 

137 

J3+]t ' irAiifimlr'C - .................. 

2 

7 

6 

69 


27 

in 

*J!la+. IT'ati+.ti p.Trir ............... 

2 

10 

2 

34 


9 

57 

51st Ohio - - 


24 

4 

118 


44 

190 

90 th Ohio 


12 

5 

41 

1 

29 

88 









Total Third Brigade 

4 

75 

22 

339 


142 

583 

-35 


* Wounded December 31. 
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Return of casualties in the Union forces^ ^'C. — Continued. 


Command. 


KiUed. 


■Wounded. 


Captured 
or missing. 


&I3 

<1 


Artillery. 

Capt. Georgs E. Swallow. 


s . - 


■Wisconsm Ligut Aruueiy, :ja iiaiiery- 

Total artillery 

Total Third Division . 

Total Left Wing 


: “y B (T wenty-siscth) - 


CAVALET. 

Brig. Gen. David S. Stanley. 
CAVALRY DIVISION. 

Col. John Kennett. 
First Brigade. 

CoL Egbert H. G. Minty. 


2d Indiana, Company M . 

3d Kentncky 

4th Michigan 

7th Pennsylvania 


Total First Brigade 

Second Brigade. 
Col. Lewis Zahm. 


1st Ohio 

3d Ohio 

4th Ohio 

Total Second Brigade 

ArtiUery. 

Ist Ohio Liglit Artillery, Battery D (section) . 

Total Cavalry Division 

Reserve Cavalry.* 

15th Pennsylvania 

1st Middle (5th) Tennessee 

2d Tennessee 


Total Eeserve Cavalry 

Unattached. 

4th United States 

Total Cavalry 

PIONEER BRIGADE. 

Capt. James St. C. Morton. 


at Battalion . 
2 d Battalion . 


12 

1) 

4 


18 


15 


215 


GO 


931 


42 


608 


171 


2, 840 11 


22 


15 


43 


10 


23 


401 

ToT 


1, GS7 


4, 534 


13 

15 

1 

30 

12 

20 

50 

Cl 

70 

lOG 


,31 

34 

5G 


58 


121 


134 


:-28 


71 

15 

18 


G6 


12 


212 


104 


25 

”357 


12 

9 


^ Under tlie immediate command of General Stanley, cliief of cayalry, 
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Eeturn of casualties in the Union forces, 4'C- — Contiuuetl. 


Command. 

Filled. 

"Wounded. 

Captured 
or missing. 

• 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Pioneer Brigade— Continued. 








3d Battalmn . -- -- . 


4 


10 



14 

' 


3 

1 1 

9 



13 

T'n+o1 "Pinn^iAr "Rr^ornrlA 


15 

4 

29 



48 

1st Michigan Engineers and Mechanics 


2 


flT 

— 

5 

16 

Total Engineers and Mechanics 


2 


9 


5 

16 


EEGAPITTJLATIOiT. 



1 

8 

2 

3 



9 


85 

641 

121 

2, 700 

26 

2,084 

5,607 


42 

608 

171 

|2, 840 

11 

862 

4,634 


17 

327 

101 

1, 719 

4 

510 

2,678 

On,vn.1ry ................. 

5 

84 

6 

97 

3 

212 

357 

‘PlATlAAT' nTi<Trt/lA 1 



15 

4 

29 



48 

‘WlllTlY* O.Tirl TVTAAllfl.TII Afl ^.1 


2 


9 


■■’■5 

16 









Orand total 

100 

1,030 

405 

7, 397 

44 

3,673 

13,249 





OFFICERS KILLED. 

Brig. Gen. JosliuaW. Sill. 

Lieut. Col. Julius P. Gare8cli6, assistant adjutant-general. 


ILLINOIaS. 


Capt. Knowlton H. Chandler, 19th In- 
fantry. 

Lieut. Joseph C. Alvord, 21st Infantry. 

Lieut. Emanuel M. Weigle, 21st Infantry. 

Col. Thomas D. Williams, 25th Infantry. 

Col. I'azilo A. Harrington, 27th Infantry. 

Capt. Mahiy G. Greenwood, 34th In- 
fantry. 

Lieut. John M. Smith, 34th Infantry. 

Lieut. Soren L. Olson, 36th Infantry. 

Capt. James P. Mead, 38th Infantry. 

Lieut. John L. Dillon, 38th Infantry. 

Col. George W. Roberts (commanding bri- 
gade), 42d Infantry. 

Lieut. Julius Lettman, 42d Infantry. 


Capt. Andrew J. Hosmer, 44th Infantry. 

Lieut. John S. Keith, 51st Infantry. 

Capt. Edwin Alsop, 73d Infantiy. 

Lieut. Col. Sheridan -P. Read, 79th In- 
fantry. 

Lieut. Luther. T. Ball, 84th Infantry. 

Lieut. Henry E. Abercrombie, 84th In- 
fantry. 

Lieut. Thomas F. W. Gullich, 88th In- 
fantry. 

Capt. Henry S. Willett, 89th Infantry. 

Lieut. Morris Worthingham, 100th In- 
fantry. 

Lieut. Jesse G. Payne, 110th Infantry. 


INDIANA. 


Lieut. Henry Kessler, 9th Infantry. 

Capt. Robert J. Templeton, 15th Infantry. 
Capt. Joel W. Foster, 1.5th Infantry. 
Capt. Frank Stebbins, 29th Infantry. 
Lieut. Edwin B. Stribley, 30th Infantry. 
Cant. Abram D. Shultz, 36th Infantry. 
Capt. James H. King, 36th Infantry. 
Lieut. Isaac H. Abernothy, 37th Infantry. 
Lieut. Jesse B. Holman, 37th Infantry. 


Capt. James E. Fonts, 38th Infantry. 
Lieut. Francis B. Blackford, 58th In- 
fantry. 

Capt. Miles H. Tibbits, 73d Infantry. 
Capt. Peter Doyle, 73d Infantry. 

Lieut. Benjamin T. Poynter, 79th In- 
fantry. 

Lieut. William M. Morgan, Blst Infantry. 
Lieut. George W. Smith, 86th Infantry. 
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KENTUCKY. 

Capt. Miller R. McCuUooli, 2d Cavalry. Capt. William T. Bryan, 9tli Infantry. 
Col. Samuel McKee, 3d Infantry. Capt. Demetrius B. Coyle, 9tli Infantry. 

Lieut. Matthew Cullen, 3d Infantry. Lieut. Alj^ernon S. Leg<;ett, 9th Infantry. 

Capt. Alexander B. Ferguson, 5th In- Lieut. Frederick F. Carpenter, 9th In- 
fantry. fantry. ^ 

Lieut. Col. George T. Cotton, 6th Infantry. Col. James B. Forman, 15th Infantry. 
Capt. Charles S. Todd, 6th Infantry. Capt. Aaron S. Bayne, 15th Infantry. 

Capt. EohertB. Hickman, Sth Infantry. Lieut. Sebastian Stone, 21st Infantry. 
Capt. John B. Banton, Sth Infantry. “ Lieut. John H. BeviU, •21st Infantry. 

MICHIGAN. 

Lieut. Joseph Wilson, 11th Infantry. | Lieut. Thomas Flynn, 11th Infantry. 

MISSOURI. 

Lieut. R. C. M. Taliaferro, Battery G, 1st Cai3t. Melchoir Zimmerman, 15th In- 
Light Artillery. fantry. 

Col. Frederick Schaefer (commanding bri- Lieut. Christian Quintzius, 15th Infantry, 
gade), 2d Infantry. Lieut. Charles Kellner, 15th Infantry. 

OHIO. 

Col. Minor Milliken, 1st Cavalry. Col. Frederick C. Jones, 24th Infantr», , 

Maj. David A. B. Moore, 1st Cavalry. Maj. Henry Terry, 24th Infantry. 

Lieut. Timothy L. Condit, 1st Cavalry. Capt. Enoch Weller, 24th Infantry. 

Col. John Keli, 2d Infantry. IJeut. Charles R. Harman, 24th Infainiw'. 

« Lieut. Richard S. Chambers, 2d Infantry. Lieut. David McClelland, 2Gth Infantry. 
Lieut. Albert G. Williams, 6th Infantry. Lieut. Calvin C. Hart, 41st Infantry. 

Lieut. Charles H. Foster, 6th Infantry. Lieut. Col. Levi Drake, 49th Infantry. 

Col. Joseph G. Hawkins, 13th Infantry. Capt. Amos Keller, 49th Infantry. 

Lieut. James C. Whitaker, 13th Infantry. Capt. Joseph B. Sweet, 64th Infantry. 
Lieut. William W. Blacker, 18th Infantry. Capt. Jacob Christophel, 65th Infantry. 
Capt. Urwin Bean, 19th Infantry. Lieut. Dolsen Yan Kirk, 65th Infantry. 

Lieut. Daniel Donovan, 19th Infantry. Capt. Leonard Counseller, 69th Infantry, 

Lieut. Job D. Bell, 19th Infantry. Lieut. John B. Biddle 101st Infantry. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Maj. A. G. Rosengarten, 15th Cavalry. Lieut. M. J. Halstead, 78th Infantry. 
Lieut. Col. Peter B. Housum, 77th In- 
fantry. 

TENNESSEE, 

Capt. James H. Morris, 2d Cavalry. 

WISCONSIN. 

Capt. Stephen J. Carpenter, Sth Battery. I Capt. John Ingmundson, 15th Infantry. 
Lieut, Col. David McKee, 15th Infantry. | 

EEGULAES. 

Capt. Jacob B. Bell, 15th Infantry. 1 Lieut. John F. Hitchcock, 18th Infantry. 

Capt. Charles L. Kneass, 18th Infantry. | Maj. Stephen D. Carpenter, 19th Infant^y^ 

0FFI0BE8 MOETALLT WOmj-I>FD. 

ILLINOIS. 

Col. J oseph R. Scott, 19th Infantry. Lieut. Peter K. Scott, 38th Infantry. 

Lieut. Wellington Wood, 19 th Infantry. Capt. Ernst Moldenhawer, 44 th Infantry. 

Lieut. John H. Hunter, I9th Infantry. Lieut. Silas L. Parker, 44th Infantry. ' 
Lieut. Cyrus M. Galloway, 22d Infantry. Capt. Moses W. Davis, S4th Infantry. 
Lieut. Daniel Riley, 34th Infantry. Lieut, CharlesF. IVT'i ■ ■ ' 'V ■. 1 i ry, 

Lieut, Humphrey M. McConnell, 35th In- i 

fantry. 
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INDIRA. 

Lieut. Frank W. Buckmar, Tth Battery. Lieut. Thomas S. W. Hawkins, 38th In- 
Capt. Isaac M. Pettit, 9th Infantry. fantry. 

Lient. James W. Pickins, 31st Infantry. Lieut. Moses M. Keal, 39th Infantry. 

Capt. Frank Baggot, 35th Infantry. Lieut. Samuel Wilde, 81st Infantry. 

Capt, Henry Prosser, 35th Infantry. Lieut. John Gr. Goheen, 88th Infantry. 

Lieut. William Kilroy, 35th Infantry. 

KENTUCKY. 

Lieut. Daniel Severance, 3d Infantry. Lieut. Wade B. Cox, 8th Infantry. 

Lieut. Frank Dissell, 5th Infantry. Lieut. L. Frank Todd, 15th Infantry. 

Capt. Landon C. Minter, 8th Infantry. 

MICHIGAN. 

Capt. Clement C. Webb, 13th Infantry. | Capt. Leonard O. Fitzgerald, 21St In- 

I fantry. 

MISSOURI. 

Lieut. Martin Schroeder, 15th Infantry. 

OHIO. 

Lieut. Lafayette Van Horn, 2d Infantry. Lieut. William H. Massey, 65th Infantry. 
Capt. Henry McAlpin, 6th Infantry. Lieut. Joseph W. Boynton, 69th Infantry. 

Lieut. John Murphy, ISth Infantry. Capt. David Steel, 94th Infantry. 

Lieut. John Fox, 13th Infantry. Capt. William C. Scott, 99th Infantry. 

Capt. George Stivers, 18th Infantry. Capt. Oliver P. Capell, 99th Infantry. 

Capt. Philip E. Taylor, 18th Infantry. Lieut. William S. Kishler, 99th Inlantry. 
Capt. Ashbol Fenton, 18th Infantry. Col. Leander Stem, 101st Inlantry. 

Lieut. Enoch B. Wiley, 21st Infantry. Lient. Col. Moses F. Wooster, 101st lu- 
Lieut. Lester T. Patchin, 41st Infantry. fantry, 

Lieut. Aaron H. Keller, 49th Infantry. Lient. Asa R. Hillyer, 101st Infantry. 
Capt, Benjamin F. Heskett, 51st Infantry. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Maj. Frank B. Ward, 15th Cavalry. | Capt. William S. Jack, 78th Infantry. 

TENNESSEE. 

Capt. John L. Sneed, 2d Infantry. 

WISCONSIN. 

Capt. Oscar F. Pinney, 5th Battery. 1 Lient. George Bleyer, 24th Infantry. 
Lient. Christian Nix, 24th Infantry. | 

REGULARS. 

Capt. William W. Wise, 15th Infantry. I Lieut. James Simons, 18th Infantry. 
Capt. Charles E. Dennison, 18th Infantry. | Lieut. Joseph McConnell, 18th Infantry. 


No. 4. 

Report of Surg. JEJheneser Swiftj U. S. Army^ Medical Director. 

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Murfreesborougli, Tenn., January 25, 1863. 

Colonel : Herewith I have the honor to transmit a brief report of 
the transactions of the medical department of the Army of the Cumber- 
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land, together with the reports of the medical directors of the right, 
left, and center : 

On the morning of December 26 last, pursuant to orders from the 
commanding general, the army moved forward from camp, near ISfash- 
ville, toward Murfreesborough, the right on the iNolensville and the 
center on the Franklin pikes, while the left advanced direct on the Mur- 
freesborough road. 

Soon after Major-General McCook, in command of the right wing, 
left his camp on Mill Creek, he encountered the cavalry of the enemy 
and skirmished with them till he reached l^olensville. About a mile 
in advance of this place the enemy made a determined stand, with a 
battery in position, but was soon routed, with a loss of one of his guns 
and several prisoners. We had 3 men killed and 7 wounded in Davis’ 
division. The heavy rain of the morning had subsided, and now the 
country was enveloped in a fog or mist. 

The same day Major-General Thomas, in command of the center, 
moved across the country from the Franklin to the -Nolens ville pike 5 
sent aid to General Davis, who, he learned, was engaged, and on the 
following day marched to Stewartsville, on the Murfreesborough pike. 
He remained here till the morning of the 29th, when he advanced to the 
support of the left wing, which had preceded him, and was now near 
Murfreesborough. 

On the 30th, General Hegley’s division, of this portion of the army, 
joined with Sheridan, who occupied the left of General McCook’s com- 
mand, which had moved up from Kolensville on the Wilkinson pike 
and now occupied a position nearly parallel with the enemy, the left 
resting on the Wilkinson pike and the right extending southwesterly 
in a line in a direction with the river. In this movement of the right 
from near ITolensville, General Stanley, in command of a division of 
cavalry in advance, encountered the enemy in considerable force, and 
drove him beyond Triune. The cavalry lost 1 killed and 5 wounded, 
and in another aft'air the much-lamented Major Eosengarten was killed 
and Major Ward mortally wounded. Of the Anderson Cavalry, 6 i)ri- 
vates were also wounded. These were taken with the command in 
ambulances, and placed in hospital at the cross-roads. 

Majjor-General Crittenden, in command of the left wing, while advanc- 
ing along the Murfreesborough pike, met the enemy on the 27th at La 
Yergne and put him to flight. In this engagement we lost 2 killed and 
32 wounded. These latter were left in hospital at La Yergne, in charge 
of medical officers, and were subsequently removed to NTashville. 

On the 29th, this grand division of the army moved into position on 
the extreme left, with General Palmer on the right, resting on tiie Mur- 
freesborough pike and joining Hegley, of the center, and General Wood 
occupying the ground foom Palmer to the river, General Yan Cleve in 
reserve of this, and General Eousseau in rear of the center. 

General Eosecrans, with his entire staff, advanced from Nashville on 
the Murfreesborough pike, and, having reached the head of the column, 
turned off to the right over a heavy mud road, visited General McCook’s 
command, and returned to his camp, in the rear of La Yergne, about 
4 o’clock the following morning. Here he remained, contemplating the 
movements of the enemy, till the following day, when he moved on to 
Stewartsville. The next day (the 29th), late in the evening, he visited 
General Crittenden’s headquarters, and remained in consultation all 
night with the chief officers of his command. 

On the following morning, one of our batteries, in position a little to 
the left and in advance of the general, opened nre upon a batb^ of 
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the enemy still more to the left and on elevated groundy which, reply- 
ing, killed one of the escort, Private Dolan, of the Fourth TJ. S. Cavalry, 
and wounded the adjutant of the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers in 
the shoulder. At the same time a private of an infantry regiment not 
engaged was killed. The general and his staff now fell back 300 or 400 
yards to the sloping ground on the left of the road, where he remained 
all day. 

’ About 11 o^clock the heavy picket firing on our left ceased, and 
opened generally along our right, where General McCook was being 
engaged. The enemy was strongly intrenched behind earthworks, ex- 
tending from the river on our extreme left across our front in almost a 
direct line; then, far along our right, but receding from the Wilkinson 
to the Franklin pike, through heavy timber. 

The left wing lost to-day 3 killed and 18 wounded ; the center 14 
killed and 53 wounded, and the right wing 24 killed and 105 wounded. 

Field hospitals were established for the left and center in houses 
and tents along the l^ashville pike, and for the right wing in the same 
manner on the Wilkinson pike and neighborhood. 

Before leaving Isashville I had approved of full and complete requi- 
sitions, at the suggestion of Surgeon Murray, U. S. Army, my prede- 
cessor, for the three grand divisions of the army. I had also, in reserve, 
tents, bedding, &c., for a field hospital for more than 2,500 men, which I 
ordered up from the rear on the 29th, as soon as I learned the enemy 
had made a stand near Murfreesborough. At the same time I ordered 
forward 20 ambulances— all that we had on hand at Hashville. Sur- 
geons were detailed to perform operations, when decided on after con- 
sultation, for dressing, and such other duties as the reception and dis- 
position of the wounded and circumstances required. 

Early on the morning of the 31st, the enemy, during the night having 
massed a heavy force on our right, fiercely attacked Johnson’s and Davis’ 
divisions, which he forced back ; and Sheridan’s, being heavily pressed, 
was obliged to recede. The hospitals, wounded, and nearly all the medi- 
cal supplies of this wing of the army thus fell into the hands of the 
enemy. We were also c^led on to lament in sadness the loss of General 
Sill, and many noble and brave officers and men. 

About 9 o’clock the commanding general, with his staff, dashed 
boldly forward to the front of the left wing, and in person directed the 
movements of troops, and placed batteries in position. His daring 
presence so near the enemy’s line brought down upon him an angry 
and spiteful fire of musketry, round shot, and sheU, almost at point- 
blank range. But utterly disregarding this metallic storm, our brave 
commander moved calmly on from left to right, cheering and inspiring 
our faltering troops ; and throughout the day, wherever the tide of battle 
most fiercely raged. General Bosecrans bore his charmed life and ubiqui- 
tous presence. The noble Garesch^ was killed by his side, and his aides, 
Lieutenant Kirby severely, and Lieutenant Porter slightly, wounded. 
Sergeant Eichmond and 4 privates of his escort were also killed or 
wounded, the former mortally. 

Much the heaviest loss sustained to-day fell upon our regular battal- 
ions, brigaded under command of Lieut. Ool. O. L. Shepherd, in hold- 
ing the cedar brake, on the right of the center, against the columns of 
the enemy sweeping down upon them, after having forced back our en- 
tire right wing. This loss amounted to 561 killed and wounded, more 
than one-third of their numbers; in fact, I might probably better say 
nearly one-half. 
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Our casualties in killed and wounded did not fall skort of 4,000 men, 
including ’ about 1,500 of the right wing, 1,200 of whom, wounded, fell 
into the hands of the enemy. 

The ambulance corps, though temporarily organized, worked admira- 
bly. As soon as the fire of the enemy slacked at any point along our 
hues and became only desultory, the ambulances dashed in at a brisk 
trot, and snatched our wounded from their picket lines. In justice, I 
should add, the enemy did not fire on these brave men when they knew 
their humane mission, friend and foe, no longer combatants, being 
equally the objects of their care. 

In the early part of the day, Dr. Weeds, assistant medical director, 
went to the rear to take charge of the property pertaining to the field 
hospitals, and placed it in proper position. About 10 o’clock Surgeon 
McDermont, medical director of the right wing, reported to me that his 
hospitals and wounded, hospital supplies and medical officers, had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy, and asked for instructions. I directed him 
to a cedar brake on the left of the road, half a mile to the rear, where I 
instructed him to make a temporary field hospital, constructing the 
shed, roof, and beds for the wounded from cedar boughs, to make his 
requisition on Dr. Weeds for supplies, and report to me when he could 
receive the wounded. Visiting his place an hour later, I found it unten- 
ble, or, at least, unsafe, on account of round shot and shell from the ene- 
my occasionally falling upon it. I then directed Surgeon McDermont 
to find suitable buildings on the pike to the rear. 

It became necessary, in order to accommodate so many wounded, to 
make use of tents, and my field hospitals having arrived, I was enabled 
to afford comfortable shelter for all. In the mean time my attention 
was drawn to a large number of wagons, ambulances, caissons, &c., 
moving from different points to the river, more to the left. I soon 
learned they had come in disorder from the right, and were looking for 
safety, over an uneven rocky ford, on the opposite river bank. This 
Babel-like confusion was somewhat augmented by the approach of the 
enemy, who now charged upon this flank. They were, however, driven 
back before much property had been destroyed. I had succeeded in 
drawing out many of the ambulances before crossing the ford. Three 
were reported to me as having been taken by the enemy and burned. 
The remainder subsequently did good service. 

During the day the enemy’s cavalry made a descent upon our hospi- 
tals, on the iNashville pike ; but, beyond some confusion and embarrass- 
ment, they did little harm. Our own cavalry, commanded by Captain 
Otis, speedily drove them away, and recaptured all we had lost. 

During the night I visited the hospitals within our lines along the 
pike and off of it, to the rear, and was gratified to find the wounded 
well provided and attended. At daylight, surgeons, nurses, and attend- 
ants were busily engaged in the labor they had begun the morning before. 

As the fighting on January 1 was confined to brisk skirmishing, and 
but few casualties resulted therefrom, we were able to complete our 
organization, and finish the heavy work so suddenly thrown upon our 
hands the day before. Many of the slightly wounded, and those who 
were able to ride in empty wagons and walk, I ordered to ISTashville, 25 
miles to the rear. 

After a brisk engagement the following morning, without any marked 
results, the day passed much as the preceding, till 5 o’clock, when the 
enemy came down with an overwhelming force upon our left flank, 
driving, for a while, everything before him; but, emerging from the 
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lieavy timber upon the open ground, lie was met by terrific volleys of 
grape, round shot, and shell from fifty-two pieces of artillery, placed in 
position by Captain Mendenhall, on the opposite river bank. " The enemy 
faltered, then fell back, and soon this living mass was in full retreat. 
Our loss, not exceeding 500 men, was comparatively small, his being 
estimated at nearly three times that number. 

Then, as on other occasions, the ambulance corps behaved well. It 
was dark when the battle ceased, but while occasionally only shot fell 
from the baffled foe, our wounded were on the road, and less than an 
hour later they were all comfortably provided for in the rear. Lieu- 
tenant , who had charge of this branch of the medical service, 

deserves favorable mention for his zeal and industry ; for though he 
could not share, from indisposition, the more bold and daring occupa- 
tion of his brave comrades, he contributed much to the comfort of the 
wounded. 

Saturday morning found our army bivouacked in mud, drenched with 
rain, without shelter, and almost without food, but still hopeful and 
cheerful. [None were sick — ^few complaining. Our heavy lines of pickets 
on all sides were all day engaged, and at night General Eousseau’s divis- 
ion stormed their rifle-pits in front, carried and held them. Our loss in 
this affair and throughout the day was not large. This proved to be 
our last encounter with the enemy. 

On the following day we were engaged in the mournful task of bury- 
ing our lamented dead, I visited the hospitals on the Wilkinson pike 
and neighborhood, now again within our lines, and found the wounded 
generally well cared for. Surgeon Marks and other medical officers, as 
also the attendants, left in these hospitals by direction of Surgeon Me- 
Dermot, medical director of the right wing, I am happy to state, with 
but few exceptions, did their duty faithffflly and well. Their labors 
were great and harassing, and not unattended with danger. 

On the 31st, when the ground was fiercely contested, and only yielded 
to an overwhelming force, some buildings were pierced by round shot 
and musketry, wounding attendants in the earnest discharge of their 
duty. 

During the battle of Wednesday a portion of ISTegley^s division, of 
the center, fell into the hands of the enemy. These have been reported 
to me as having received the same care and attention as their own 
wounded by the medical officers of their army. In fact, they have said 
to me they had been well treated, and had no reason to complain.” 

Surgeons Bogue, Johnson, Brelsford, and Wright are highly com- 
mended for their gallantry in maintaining their position with their 
wounded comrades when the hospitals of this portion of the army came 
within the enemy’s lines. In strong contrast with these, and many other 
brave, devoted, and self-sacrificing men, it becomes my painful duty to 
say that V. D. Miller, assistant surgeon, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, is reported to me by the medical director of his corps as 
having basely deserted his post.” 

Surgeon Phelps, medical director of the left wing, is entitled to the 
highest praise for his zeal and untiring industry in the establishment of 
the largest field hospital in the rear; for professional skill and devoted 
attention to the wants of the wounded. Surgeon Blair also deserves 
credit for the comfortable provision made for those intrusted to his care, 
in tents, and shelters made of tent-flys. The wounded here, as else- 
where under canvas, did well, and most clearly established, in the opin- 
ion of all, the advantages derived from free ventilation thus afforded 
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over hospitals m ordinary dwellings of wood or brick, notwithstanding 
a liberal provision of windows and doors. 

I am gratified to say my conservative views were generally adopted, 
and that amputations were seldom performed without consultation. 
Many exsections were made, which are doing well, and some cases were 
treated as compound fractures with marked success. 

Surgeon Muscroft, medical director of General Eousseau’s division, 
established a hospital in the rear, and accommodated comfortably a 
large number of wounded. Many of the serious cases are in an ad- 
vanced state of recovery. His zeal, skill, and industry are commend- 
able; also Surgeons James, medical director of the cavalry division, 
and Comfort, of the Anderson Troop, did faithful service. Assistant 
Surgeon Failer has been assiduous in his attentions to sick and 
wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Northcott, unable longer to bear the fatigue and 
exposure incident to duty in the lines, on account of ill-health, aided 
me greatly in organizing parties of stragglers, with whom he policed 
camps, and procured wood, water, and straw. 

Captain Munger, with his company, was detailed to guard property 
and enforce discipline in and about the field hospitals, and Captain 
Stackpole, to provide and issue subsistence stores as required. These 
gentlemen did their duties well, and gave universal satisfaction. The 
duties of these ofiacers, like those of the medical department, thougli 
not of the brilliant nature of their more fortunate comrades in front, 
were essential to the comfort of the brave wounded, and deserve well of 
their commanding general and country. 

1 must crave your indulgence for again mentioning the ambulance 
corps and Lieutenant . 

The service performed was highly creditable. The drivers and assist- 
ants — among the former of whom I desire to mention F. M. Figett, 
private, Company M, Twenty-first Kentucky Volunteers — were kind, 
prompt, and zealous in the discharge of their duty. This service was 
often necessarily continued into the night and near the enemy’s lines ; 
yet these brave men, unarmed, untiring, and unflinching, in the face of 
"danger, gathered their bleeding comrades fr6m under the guns of the 
enemy and bore them to the rear. 

My orderly. Private Barrett, Fourth U. S. Cavalry, deserves credita- 
ble mention for his unceasing devotion to duty, and the prompt manner 
in which he conveyed my directions on the field. My clerk, WiUiam 
Domer, private in the Anderson Troop, who, I am gratified to know, 
has been highly recommended for a commission, also served faithfully 
and assiduously at the hospitals in the rear. 

The commissary and quartermaster’s departments are entitled to our 
thanks for timely and efficient aid in furnishing supplies and transpor- 
tation, and in the preparation of hospitals for the reception of sick and 
wounded here and at Kashville. My thanks are also due to my assist- 
ants, Dr. Weeds and Surgeon Phelps, whom I have previously mentioned, 
for their prompt and efficient co-operation, and for valuable suggestions 
conducive to the comfort and best treatment of the wounded ; to Sur- 
geon Thurston, assistant medical director atKashville, also, for his zeal, 
energy, and rare professional abilities displayed in providing for the 
wounded sent him from the battle-field. Surgeons McDermot and 
Beebe were untiring in their labors, and afforded me valuable aid. 
Their observations on treatment of wounded, &c., as shown in their re- 
ports, herewith appended, should receive attention. 
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From the difficulty of individualizing, where so many are distin- 
guished, I have mentioned but few officers as deserving of commenda- 
tion for faithful and conscientious attention to duty, I am sorry to 
say, however, that there are those whose conduct has been bad, whose 
names at an early day will be forwarded to the commanding general for 
his action. Among these are two officers, who left the field to look for 
hospitals beyond Stewards Creek, and did not soon return, reported to 
me by Colonel Burke, Tenth Ohio Volunteers. 

' Under the present standard of professional ability among subordinate 
medical officers, too much stress cannot, in my opinion, be laid upon the 
importance of securing supervisory talent of the highest order. The 
rank now common to corps medical directors is most inadequate to the 
responsibility, extent of authority, and respect attaching to such a posi- 
tion, while the pay and emoluments pertaining thereto are a poor induce- 
ment to skillful practitioners to abandon a lucrative practice at home 
for the drudgery, exposure, and, at best, brief honors of service with 
troops in the field. While the medical officers now acting in this capac- 
ity are comparatively the best fitted therefor among those open to selec- 
tion, I am of opinion that the standard of professional administrative 
capacity of such officers should be elevated, and that increase of rank 
(it may be local), of pay and emoluments to medical directors will insure 
the availability to the department of a much higher order of talent than 
is at present accessible. 

It appears to me that the liberality of the Government and the people, 
which grants such liberal donations of money and supplies for sanitary 
purposes, might be most advantageously applied to securing more valu- 
able personal attentions to the objects of these laudable efforts. 

I append hereto a complete return of the killed and wounded of the 
various subdivisions of the army, with a tabular statement of the loca- 
tion and nature of the wounds. 

Very respectfully, 


EBEK SWIFT, 

Surgeon^ U. 8. Army^ Medical Director^ 

Department of the Gmiberland. 


Tabular ataiement showing the location 0 / 3,102 wounds received in the Army of the Cumber- 
land during the late battle of Stands River, 


Location of wound. 

No. 

Location of wound. 

Ho. 


282 

ATidomen. - - 



134 

fl-roin 

1] 


259 

Hip 

151 


347 

Side 

10( 

FOrCIllTm • rn.r --T 

21 

Thigk 

431 

*R^lV*n-«r 

16 

Leg...... 

C2( 

Wrist .■r.i.T- Y 

22 

Enee 

9^ 

fTfind . Y * 

245 

Ankle 

U 

■NTfiftlc 

59 

Boot 

14j 

Back 

57 



The remaining wounds are unknown or too slight in their nature tc 
he mentioned. 


EBBN. SWIFT, 

Surgeon, U. S, Army, Medical Director, 
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Corps and detaolunents. 


O 


Bifsht Wing 

Center 

Left Wing 

Staff and escort of general commanding 

Ponrtli U. S. Caval^ 

V'' B v'-d of Trade Battery 

i> ■ ■ 

Cavalry Division 

Total 



Enlisted men 
killed. 

Officers vronnded. 

Enlisted men 
wounded. 

, Total. 

80 

573 

100 

2, 481 

3, 184 

16 

308 

94 

1, 619 

2, 037 

42 

527 

180 

2, 663 

3,412 

1 

3 

2 

3 

9 



3 

1 

8 

12 



1 

5 

9 


1 7 

3 

21 

31 

’s' 

! 17 

3 

61 

84 

iT 

1,441 

384 

6, 861 

8,778 


Ko. 5. 

Report of Lieut, Gol. Samuel Simmons^ U. S. Army^ Ohief Commissary 
of Sulsistenoej of stores lost and captured, 

Heaj>qtjartebs Aemy of the Cxjmbebland, 

Office Chief Oohmissaet of Subsistence, 

Murfreesborough^ February 14, 1863. 
Colonel : I have the honor to submit herewith a statement of stores 
lost and picked up by the several commissaries of the center and left 
wing, commanded by Major-Generals Thomas and Crittenden, on the 
battle-field and between Stone’s Eiver and l^ashville, during the late 
action on Stone’s Eiver. ISTo report of stores lost in the right wing has 
been furnished me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL SIMMOiirS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Commissary of Subsistence, 
Lieut. Col. C. Gobdaed, 

Assistant Adjutant- General and Chief of Staff, 


Statement of aulsistence stores lost and taken vjg on and near the hattle-field during the 
'battle of Stonda Eiver, about January 1, 1863. 

(Fourteentli Army Corps, First Division.— Capt. J. R. Paul, commissary of subsist- 
ence.) 

LOST. 


Fresh beef pounds.. 

Bacon do 

Flour barrels.. 

Hard bread .... — pounds. . 

Beans bushels. . 

Rice — pounds.. 

Roasted coffee do 

Tea do!.!'. 

Sugar do.... 

Adamantine candles .do 

Tallow candles I.-"*do!I!' 


8,700 
3,874 
39 
10, 123 
615 ? 
225 
891 
187 
1, 380 
320 
120 


Put see revised statement, p, 215. 
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Soap pounds— 

Molasses --..gallons. . 

Mixed vegetables pounds.. 


TAKEN UP. 


Fresh beef pounds.. 

Bacon 

Flour barrels.. 

Hard bread '. pounds.. 

Beans bushels.. 

Bice pounds . . 

Roasted coifee tlo 

Tea do ... . 

Sugar do.-.- 

Vinegar gallons.. 

Adamantine candles pounds.. 

Soap do 


1,380 

42 

220 


4, 500 
29,873 

^Try% 
38,382 
32K 
2 , 537 -,^^ 
4, 681 
01 
6, 835 
80 
360 
1, 532 


(Fourteenth Army Corps, Second Division, — Capt, W. J. Xane, commissary of sub- 
sistence.) 

LOST. 


Pork barrels.. 4 

Fresh beef pounds.. 6, 432 

Bacon do 500 

Flour barrels.. 5 

Coffee pounds . . 150 

Sugar do.... 1,400 

Molasses gallons . . 40 


(Twenty-first Army Corps, First Division. — Capt. S. D. Henderson, commissary of sub- 
sistence.) 

LOST. 

Head of cattle, estimated to weigh 600 pounds each, net 38 

(Second Division.— Lieut. C. C. Peck, acting commissary of subsistence.) 

LOST. 


Bacon pounds . . 4, 500 

Hard bread do — 5, 000 

(Third Division.— Capt. J. O. Stanage, acting commissary of subsistence.) 

LOST. 


Bacon pounds-- 

Eoasted coffee . . do — 

Tea do — 

Soap do — 


1,295 

3,922 

46 

893 


m. 6 . 

Report of Lieut. Gol. John Tr. Taylor, XT. S. Army, Chief Quartermaster, 
of public animals and means of transportation captured by the enemy, 
<&o., December 26, lS62-January 16, 1863. 

HDQRS. UBPAETMENT OE the CUIIBEELAND, 

Oeeiob op Ohiep Qxjaeteemastbe, 

Murfreesborough, February 1, 1863. 
Geneeae : I have the honor to report herewith a statement of the 
losses of animnla and means of transportation daring the battle of 
16 E E— TOL XX, PT I 
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Stone’s Eiver ; also a list of the animals, means of transportation, and 
other property captured from the enemy and picked up on the field and 
at Murfreesborough, as reported by the quartermasters of the several 
divisions named. A large number of the Avagons that were partially 
burned by the enemy have been recovered and turned into the repair 
shops. Some wagons and a large number of animals reported as lost 
have been picked up by the several regiments, and will be taken up and 
accounted for by the quartermasters in their monthly returns, so that 
the actual loss is much less than appears by the annexed statement. 

Yery respectfully, 

W. TAYLOE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Quartermaster, 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Eoseoeans, 

Commanding Lejpartment of the Cumberland, 


Statement of public animals and means of transportation captured by the enemy, 'killed in 
battle, and lost and destroyed from December 26 , 1862 , until January 16 , 1863 . 


CoDunand. 

i 

1 

i 

Q 

§ 

1 

Harness, sets. 

Horses. 

00 

a; 

1 

Animals. 

43 

t 

p 

Artillery. 

Cavalry. 

Total. 

niG-HT WING. 










Headquarters 

10 

1 

60 





60 

60 

PIEST DIVISION. 













3 

7 


1 

g 

5 

13 

AmmunitioiL and supply train 

35 


204 

4 


3 

7 

204 

211 

First Brigade, 








TT Aflfl qn STt ats 



4 

3 


1 

A 


4 



1 


6 



2 

2 

5 

7 

59t]i Illinois 

2 

1 

12 



2 

2 

11 

13 

74tli Illinois 

2 


12 





12 

12 

75tli Illinois 

1 


6 





12 

12 

5th Wisconsin Battery 

2 


30 


21 


21 

12 

33 

Second Brigade. 







Headquarters 



24 



1 

1 

24 

25 

21st Illinois 

4 


13 





13 

13 

38th Illinois 

2 


14 

1 

1 


■j 

15 

16 

15th Wisconsin 

2 

1 

28 

3 




25 

28 

101st Ohio 

4 


2 



** 

2d Minnesota Battery 





13 


13 


13 

Third Brigade. 







Headquarters 






4 

4 

1 

5 

25th Illinois 

1 


G 



1 

1 

0 

7 

35th Illinois 

1 


6 



4 

4 

0 

10 

Mst Indiana 

2 


10 

4 



5 

0 

11 

8th Wisconsin Battery 



8 


18 


18 


18 

36thniinois Cavalry, Company B 




3 

3 


3 

2d Hentucky Cav&y, Company G 






7 

7 



SECOND DIVISION. 










3d Indiana Cavalry 


1 




80 

80 


30 

Supply train 

3 


18 



18 

IS 

Ammunition train 

2 


12 





12 

12 
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Stdtenient of puhlic diiinictls dud TYiedTis of trdnspoTtdtion captw'ed hy ths eti&niyj Jcilled i 
IdtiJe, lost and destroyed, —Continued. 


Command. 


Horses. 


First Brigade. 


15tli Ohio 

49th Ohio 

32d Indiana 

39th Indiana 

89th Ulinoia 

1st Ohio Artillery, Battery A. 

Second Brigade. 


Headquarters 

34th Illinois 

79th Illinois 

29th Indiana 

30th Indiana 

77th Pennsylvania 

lat Ohio Artillery, Battery E.. 

Third Brigade. 


Headquarters 

93d Ohio 

5th Kentucky (Louisville Legion) . 

6th Indiana 

5th Indiana Battery 


THHID DIVISION. 

Headquarters ammunition and supply train.] 
First Brigade. 


36th Illiuois 

88th Illinois 

24th Wisconsin 

4th Indiana Battery . 


Second Brigade. 


Headquarters 

2d Missouri 

15th Missouri 

44th Illinois 

73d Illinois .t- 

let Missouri Artillery, Battery 0. 

Third Brigade. 


Headquarters 

22d Illinois 

27th Illinois 

42d Illinois 

61st Illinois 

1st Illinois Artillery, Battery C . 

CEHTEE. 

FIKST DIVISION. 

Second Brigade. 


3d Ohio 

88th Indiana 

1st Michigan Battery . 


Fourth Brigade. 


Headquarters ■ 

lat Battalion, 18th Infantry, TJ. S . 
2d Battalion, 18th Infantry, 17. S. . 
6th XT. S. Artillery [Battery H] - . . 


58 


62 


82 


348 


24 


43 


37 


18 


85 


16 


62 


45 


37 


348 


10 


15 i 
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Statement of ^iihlic animats and means of transportation captured "by the enemy, "killed in 
battle, lost and destroyed, ^'c.~ContiBued. 


Command. 

Wagons. 

Ambulances. 

Harness, sets. 

Horses. 

Mules. 

m 

'3 

B 

1 

Draught. 

Artillery. 

Cavalry, 

Total. 

SECOUD DIVISION. 











5 


90 





90 

90 











Second Brigade. 














1 



1 


1 





6 



6 

4 

10 

Third Brigade, 











2 


12 

1 


1 

2 

8 

10 


1 

1 

6 

2 



2 

4 

6 


4 

1 

16 

1 



1 

12 

13 


4 

1 

1 

6 



6 


6 


1 


14 

1 


9 

10- 


10 




28 


46 


46 


46 


1 


19 


18 


18 


18 






9 


9 

1 

10 

FIFTH DIVISION. 










Second [ Brigade, 










Headquarters 

15 


88 

5 



5 

84 

89 

iOSth t)hio. 

4 ^ 







16 

IG 

snfli TlliTioia 

5 


10 

1 




1 

20 

21 

123d Xllinois - 

t' 


12 





24 

24 

lOlsfc Tudiaua 

4 


10 


1 



20 

20 

19tli iTifUflTia Battery 

2 


4 


10 


io 


10 

LEFT wma. 









FIHST DIVISION. 










SnppTy tTflin 








2 

2 

6tli Ohio Battery 



2 


16 


16 


16 

10th Indiana Battery. 





22 


22 

1 

23 

8th Indiana Battery 

2 


12 


18 

3 

21 

12 

33 

26th Ohio 

1 

1 

8 

4 



4 

6 

10 

58th Indiana - *... 

2 


32 





12 

12 

3d Kentucky 



6 





6 

6 

13 th Michigan 



6 





6 

6 

SECOND DIVISION. 










Supply train 

2 


6 





12 

12 

90th Ohio 

1 









noth Dlinois 








1 

1 

9th Indiana 


1 

1 

2 



2 


2 

THIRD DIVISION. 









Supply train 

2 


8 





7 

7 

3(1 Wisconsin Battery- 





"li* 


11 


11 

26th Fennsylvania Battery... 





7 


7 


7 

7th Indiana Battery 





5 


5 


5 

DE-i^ACHBD. 










Michigan Engineers andMecJhanics 

3 


41 

21 



21 

20 

41 

3d Ohio Cavalry 

1 


c 




0 

6 

Captain Warren's supply train 

6 



















Total loss 

229 

28 

1, 540 

139 

555 

80 

”^4 

iTisT 

2,108 
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Z/isf of animals and means of transportation and other property captured from the enemy and 
picked up on the hattlefield from January 1 to January 16, 1863, as ne)' reports of division 
quartemiasio's. 


Command. 

SQ 

i 

Amhulances. 

to 

1 

Horses. 

Total number of 
animals. 

Harness, single 
sets. 

Number of hides. 

Pounds of cotton. 

Bushels of hran. 

BIGHT WING. 










Second Division 



20 

50 

70 





Third Division 



4 

4 





CENTEIt. 










Fifth Division 

d 


18 

15 

33 

12 




LEFT WING. 






First Division 

1 

1 

17 

7 

24 





Third Division 


1 

2 

6 

8 





DETACHED. 




1 




10 th Ohio 

^ 3 


14 

1 

15 

19 




Captain Boyd, assistant quartermaster 



6 

6 




First Brigade Pioneers 

4 


4 


4 

21 




Chief of army police 

1 


143 

103 i 

246 

2 




Capt. C. T. assistant quartermaster.. 

Lieut. Col. J. WT Taylor, quartermaster.... 



5 

4 

0 


1,069 

8, 680 

3, 500 










Total 

18 

2 

223 

196 

419 

54 

1, 069 

8, 680 

3, 500 


1^0. 7. 

Report of Capt. William M. Wiles^ Forty fourth Indiana Infantry^ pro- 
vost-marshal-generalj of prisoners captured. 

Hdqes. Department op the Cxjmheelanh, 

Oppiob Provost-Marshal-Geneeal, 
Murfreesborotighj Tenn., February 9, 1863. 

General : I Lave the honor herewith to forward a complete report 
of Confederate prisoners captured by the army under your command at 
the late battle of Stone’s Eiver, showing the number of regiments and 
other organizatibns represented, the number of the same from each 
State, the number of officers and enlisted men captured from each regi- 
ment or organization, the entire number of officers and enlisted men 
captured, and to what arm of the service they belong. The total num- 
ber of prisoners captured is shown to be 3,694.* 

Taking into account the number and character of the organization, 
and using the lowest possible estimate of the strength of each, it can 
be shown, beyond controversy, that the enemy’s force exceeded our own 
by at least one-third. Complete reports of the number captured by the 
enemy from our own forces have not yet been received. Prom the best 
information received up to the present time, the number will not exceed 
2,800, and in all probability the estimate is too large. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ WM. M. WILES, 

Captain and Provost-Marshal- General. 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Eosecbans, 

Commcmding department of the Cumberland. 

* An earlier report (January 12, 1863) from this officer gave 126 officers and 3,071 
men captured j total, 3,197. 
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[InclosureJ 

OrpiCE Peovost-Maeshal-General, 

DEPARTIVEENT op the CirMBERLA]?TD, 

Murfreesioroughj Tenn.^ February 9, 1863. 

The following is a complete report of Confederate prisoners captured 
by the army under command of Maj. Gen. W. S. Eosecrans at the battle 
of Stone’s Eiver, January 3, 1863, showing the number of regiments 
and other organizations represented, the number from each State, the 
number of officers and enlisted men captured from each regiment or 
organization, the entire number of officers and enlisted men captured, 
and to what arm of the service they belong : 

Confederate officers and enlisted men captured, 

lOTANTRY. 


Organization. 


AT.ATtAMA. 


Pirst 

Second 

Third 

Ponrth 

Ninth 

Pourteenth 

Sixteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twenty-second 
Twenty-third. . 
Twenty-fourth. 
Twenty-jSfth... 
Twenty-sixth.,, 
Twenty-eighth 
Thirty-second . 
Thirty-third-.. 
Thirty-fourth... 
Thirty-seventh 
Thirty-ninth.... 

Porty-first 

Porty-tourth-.-. 

Porty-fifth 

Pifty-first 

Total..... 


AEKANSAS. 


Pirst 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Thirteenth 

Fifteenth 

Nineteenth 

Thirtieth 

Total 

CONFISDBRATE. 


Pirst .. 
Third.. 
Fourth 
Fifth .. 


Eighth 

•Total 


Organization. 


UJ 


14 


22 


10 


442 


278 


153 


Pirst and Third. 

Fourth 

Sixth 

Ninth 


Total . 


First 

Second 

Fifth 

Forty-third . 

Total .. 


456 


Second 

Fourth 

Sixth 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Thirteenth . 


Total. 


LOUISIANA. 


First 

Eleventh 

Thirteenth and Twentieth.., 
Sixteenth and Twenty-fifth. 
Fortieth* 


Total. 


12 


MISSISSIPPI. 


300 


Third 

Fifth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Seventeenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty -first 

Twenty-fourth... 
Twenty-seventh . 

Twenty-ninth 

* No record of sucli regiment. 


163 


73 

102 

1 

1 


170 


177 


4 

3 

10 

1 


17 


18 


55 

46 

34 

2 

25 

1 


154 


1C3 


4G 

3 

239 

119 

1 


47 

3 

248 

121 

1 


420 


16 

29 

31 

27 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

34 

14 

25 
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I]0'ANTRY---ContiiiTied. 


Organization. 


Organization. 


Mississippi— Continued. 


Tennessee— Continued. 


Thirtieth 4 

Thirty-second 

Thirty-seventh 

Forty-first 

Forty-fifth 5 


62 

1 

2 

30 

89 


60 

1 

2 

30 

94 


Total 


19 


365 


384 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Sixteenth 

Twenty-fifth 

Twenty-ninth 

Thirty-ninth 1 

Sixtieth 2 


11 

10 

15 

13 

45 


11 

10 

15 

14 

47 


Total 


3 


94 


97 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Tenth 1 

Nineteenth 


19 20 
13 13 


Total 


1 


32 


TENNESSEE. 


First . - 
Second. 
Third- 
Fourth. 
Fifth.. 
Sixth .. 


Eighth 

Ninth 

Eleventh ... 
Twelfth .... 
Thirteenth.. 
Fifteenth... 
Sixteenth... 
Seventeenth 


1 


1 


1 

7 


4 

3 


34 

19 

26 

34 

22 

27 

47 

16 

53 

38 

38 

16 

44 

44 


35 

19 

26 

35 

22 

28 

54 

16 

57 

41 

38 

16 

47 

49 


Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-third 

Twenty-fourth 

Twenty-fifth 

Twenty-sixth 

Twenty-seventh 

Twenty-eighth 

Twenty-ninth 

Thirtieth 

Thirty-first 

Thirty-second 

Thirty-third 

Thirty-seventh 

Thirty-eighth 

Thirty-ninth 

Forty-first 

Forty-fourth 

Forty-fifth 

Forty-seventh 

Fiftieth 

Fifty-first 

Eightieth 

One hundred and fifty-fourth, 
senior. 


1 


1 

2 


3 

1 


1 

1 

1 


3 

4 
1 
1 


1 

2 


32 

27 

24 

45 

1C 

38 

35 

4 

24 

27 

40 

9 

4 

17 

12 

22 

4 

4 

54 

49 

27 

4 

16 

2 

16 


33 

27 

24 

45 

16 

39 
37 

4 

27 

28 

40 
9 

5 
18 
13 
22 

4 

4 
57 
53 
28 

5 
16 

3 

18 


Total. 


1,010 


1,058 


TEXAS. 


Fourth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh ... 
Fourteenth . 
Fifteenth ... 
Nineteenth . 
Twenty-sixth 

Total.. 


28 

19 

18 

18 

11 

1 


1 

28 

19 

18 

18 

U 

1 

1 


1 96 


97 


VAEIONS INFANTEY OROANIZATIONS. 


Name. 


State. 




Austin’s sharpshooters 

Bluff City Sharpshooters 

Blythe’s sharpshooters 

Chalmers’ sharpshooters 

Cox’s sharpshooters 

Cox’s signal corps 

Bake’s [^*c] regiment 

Georgia Sharpshooters 

Hyde’s company. Boss’ regiment. 

HoUeman’s me] regiment 

Mississippi Sharpshooters 

Tennessee Sharpshooters 


Mississippi . 


[Georgia] . 
Georgia... 


Mississippi . 
Tennessee.. 


Total. 


46 


48 


record of a Twenty-sixth Texas Infantry. 
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Confederate officers and enlisted men Continued. 

EEOAPITULATIOK OF INFANTHY. 


States. 

Kegiments rep- 
resented. 

Officers cap- 

tured. 

Men captured. 

Total captured. 


23 

14 

442 

456 


12 

22 

278 

300 


5 

10 

153 

163 

Florida 

4 

7 

170 

177 

Oeorgia 

4 

1 

17 

18 

Kentucky 

6 

9 

154 

163 

XiOuisiana 

5 

12 

408 

420 

Mississippi... 

19 

19 

365 

384 

FTorthi C^olina 

5 

3 

94 

97 

Sonth Carolina 

2 

1 

32 

33 

Tennessee............ ...... ...... ............................. 

39 

4S 

984 

1, 032 
97 


S 

1 

96 

"Varlons organi?;at.ions 

12 

2 

46 

1 48 



Total 

144 

149 

3, 239 

3. 388 



STATE EEaiMEXTS.* 


States. 

Officers cap- 
tured. 

Men cap- 
tured. 

Total. 

States. 

Officers cap- 
tured. 

Men cap- 
tured. 

Total. 

AnA-RAM-A. 




KENTUCKY. 






23 

23 

First 


5 

5 



5 




2 

2 

TMrd 


3 

3 



4 

4 

Eighth 


1 

1 





Fo'urteenth 


2 

2 

TENNESSEE. 




Fifty-first 

1 

5 

C 











43 

43 

ARKAlfSAS. 




Second 


2 

2 





Third 


4 

4 

First 


4 

4 

Fonrt.h 


14 

14 

Second 

1 

1 

2 



Fourth 


1 

1 

TEXAS. 




COHnaiDERATE STATES. 




Fourth 

1 


1 





Eighth 

1 

19 

20 

First.. 


7 

7 

Tont-h 


10 

10 

Third 


19 

19 

Eleventh 


5 

5 

Eighth 


4 

4 

Fourteenth 


5 

5 





Fifteenth 


1 

1 

GEORGIA. 












Total, twenty-nine regi- 

4 

211 

215 

First 


1 

1 

ments. 




Second... 


12 

12 




Third 


5 

5 





Third Georgia Battalion 


4 

4 






Eegiments tlms classified seem to have been embraced in tbe preceding tables. 
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Confederate officers and enlisted men captured, — Continued. 

CAVALBT. 


& 










j^Tame. 


& 


Ashby’s cavalry 

Bennett’s Tennessee cavalry 

Breckinridge’s escort 

Buford’s body ^ard 

Buckner’s cavalry 

Cox’s Kentucky cavalry 

Douglass’ Tennessee battalion 

Duke’s Kentucky cavalry 

Kyffe’s battalion 

Gilbert’s Tennessee battalion 

Holman’s cavalry 

Howard’s cavalry 

McCann’ s Tennessee cavalry 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Morgan’s Kentucky cavalry 

Morris’ battalion 

Tioddo'v’-. cii\.ilrv 

SiX‘oiidMouT!tid Infantry 

T» iiroi V c BiiiTnUon 

Terry’s Tes:as> Bangers 

Wharton’s escort 

Wheeler’s command 

Willard’s Legion 

Woodward’s cavalry 

Aide to General Morgan 1 


Total 1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 


41 


ABTH^LEBT. 


Hame of battery. 

Officers cap. 
tured. 

Men cap- 
tured. 

Hame of battery. 

Officers cap- 
tured. 

Men cap- 
tured. 

Byrne’s 

1 


McTyer’s 


1 



1 

Napier’s 


1 



4 

Phfpps’ 


1 

Dj^rdeu’s 


1 

Redroan’s 


1 

"RMrs+i TvfiutneTfy 


1 

Rohertaon’s 


1 

Eirst Texas 


1 

Scott’s 


1 

Eniirteetitb Georgia 


5 

Semple’s [Marks’ artillery] 

1 

2 

,TaeksoTi’fl Florida 


4 

Steuben Artillery 


, 1 

Ketchum’s 


6 

Walton’s 


o 

Tjumaden’s 


1 

Washington Artillery 


3 

Marks’ Alabama [Semple’s] 


1 

Wright’s - 


4 

Mopeft’ 


4 







Total 

2 

47 


EBCAPITlTLATIOlSr. 


• 

CD 

1 

■a'l 

«H 00 

O <0 

1§ 

Number of various 
organizations repre- 
sented. 

Number of batteries. 

Entire number of or- 
ganizations repre- 
sented. 

Officers captured. 

Men captured. 

Total captured. 

Artillery 



23 

23 

2 

47 

49 

Cavalry 

29 

24 


• 63 

6 

252 

257 

Infantry ^ 

132 

12 


144 

149 

3, 239 

3,388 








Grand total 

101 

36 

23 

220 

156 

3,638 

3,694 


WM. M. WILES, 

Captain and rrovost-Marshal~06neral, 


HOTB.—It appears from the oificial records I'- *■ t :r ^ ^ - organizations enumerated hi tables pp* 
230-233 were not with the Army of the Tennet'. . during the Stone’s River Campaign.— 
COMPILEB. 
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N’o. 8. 

R^ort of Gapt. Jesse Merrill^ Chief Signal Officer, 

Hdqes. Sig-nal Ooeps, Foubteenth Army Corps, 
Miirfreeshoroughj January 7, 1863. 

Major: We left liTasliville on Friday, December 26, in company with 
the advancing army, and kept well up to the front until Monday, when 
the troops were pushed vigorously forward, about 11 miles from where 
we then were, to the place which was afterward the battle-field, the 
west side of one fork of Stone’s Eiver. We kept communication with 
two columns of the advancing troops, but, as they afterward merged into 
one, one of the lines was abandoned. The one kept up was with Gen- 
eral Crittenden, commanding left wing 5 the one abandoned, with FTeg- 
ley’s division of center, which came in on Crittenden’s right, on the same 
road on which we were. 

The right wing of the army, under McCook, consisting of three divis- 
ions, marched on a road about 6 miles to our right. We used all our 
energies in trying to get communication with him, but failed, the inter- 
vening country being almost level, and a dense wood. 

On Monday night I accompanied Generals Rosecrans and Thomas to 
the front. Communication was kept from the front to the rear during 
the night. A copy of the messages sent will be forwarded as soon as 
the reports are received. On Tuesday we communicated between Gen- 
erals Rosecrans and Thomas. McCook was then about 10 miles to the 
right in the woods. 

Crittenden’s headquarters were beside those of Rosecrans. The 
skirmishing during the afternoon was very severe. At daylight on W ed- 
nesday morning loud reports of artillery and musketry in rapid succes- 
sion were heard on the right, and at almost the same time an attack was 
made on the front center. Between 8 and 9 o’clock McCook’s line of 
battle was broken, and his division separated, and, straggling, rushed 
through the woods to the Murfreesborough pike, 2 miles from their 
original position. Another line was formed parallel with the pike, and 
here the enemy were successfully resisted, both on the right and in front. 
They were pressing us heavily, though, and when the sun went down, 
and the din of battle and the roar of artillery ceased, all seemed re- 
lieved. 

Signals could not be used to any advantage on that field 5 woods and 
clumps of trees were all around us. Even if this had not been so, it 
would have been impossible to use them, for General Rosecrans was 
constantly riding over the field, and other generals seemed equally act- 
ive. At no one time, and 1 rode with him during most of the day, do 
I remember of his having been one-half hour at the same place. The 
result of this day’s fight was, our right wing driven 2 miles, with a loss 
of thirty pieces of artillery, and a large number of wounded and prison- 
ers, and thousands of stragglers, who were rushing to the rear, and 
could hardly be driven back to their places in the ranks. On Thurs- 
day both armies lay quiet, seemingly worn out by the contest of the 
previous day. To us it was a day of terrible suspense. On Friday 
afternoon all our available force was massed on the left, to attack the 
enemy’s right. Happily for us, they attacked us just when we were 
about to naove on them, and they were driven back with great loss and 
in much disorder. On Saturday evening we again attacked them, and 
drove them from a strong position. -- On Sunday morning they had with- 
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drawn their forces across the river, and they began to evacuate this 
place. The officers of the corps rendered all the assistance they could ^ 
the movements of the enemy were watched closely, though hut little 
could be seen of them. Some of them were efficient as aides-de-camp to 
the generals to whom they were assigned. 

I will claim your indulgence for this report, as it has been written 
under very unfavorable circumstances, and in great haste. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JESSE MEEEILL, 

Captain in Charge of Signal Corps, Fourteenth Army Corps. 

Maj. Albert J. Myer, 

Chief Signal Officer, IT. S, Army. 


No. 9. 

Beport of Col. James Barnett, First Ohio Light Artillery, Chief of Artil- 
lery. 

Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Murfreeshorough, Tenn., February 8 , 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the general 
commanding, a summary from the reports of the batteries of this depart- 
ment, of their position, &c., at the late battle of Stone’s Eiver. 

Eight wing, Second Division, composed of the following batteries: 
Battery A, First Ohio Artillery, Lieutenant Belding commanding, 
attached to General Willich’s brigade 5 Battery E, First Ohio Artillery, 
Captain Edgarton, attached to Colonel Kirk’s brigade 5 Fifth Indiana, 
Captain Simonson, attached to Colonel Buckley’s brigade, having the 
following guns: Nine James rifles, three 6-pounder smooth-bore, two 
12-pounder howitzers, two 10-pounder Parrotts, and two 12-pounder light 
field guns. 

On the evening of December 30, Battery A was placed in position in 
the rear of the brigade, on the extreme right of the right wing, with 
one section, the other two sections fronting the rear, horses unhitched, 
but not unharnessed. 

At daybreak the horses were sent to water, with the precaution to 
return at the legist alarm; firing commenced ; teams returned quickly 
and hitched. The brigade falling back very fast, the battery retired to 
a slight eminence in the rear, but the enemy having got so far to the 
right that the guns were under a cross-fire. Near this point three guns 
were taken by the enemy. Two other pieces were taken rapidly to the 
rear, one gun, having horses remaining, was served with effect as oppor- 
tunity was offered, firing about four rounds at each unlimbering. IJpon 
reaching the Murfreesborough pike, this gun was put in position with 
Captain Simonson’s battery, where about ten rounds were fired. Upon 
being ordered to return, one wheel-driver and two horses being killed 
while limbering up, the piece was temporarily abandoned, but was 
brought off by the Louisville Legion with prolonge attached. This bat- 
tery the next day was held in position, with two guns, near the Mur- 
freesborough pike, in reserve, where it remained until ordered forward 
across the river. 

Company B, First Ohio Artillery, Captain Edgarton, was posted, on 
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the night of December 30, on the extreme right and in front of Battery 
A, in position to guard a country road, horses harnessed all night. 

At daylight of the 31st, horses were sent to water; at the firing of 
the pickets, horses were hitched in, or at least one-half, and others im- 
mediately returned. Two shells were thrown in the direction of the 
enemy, still invisible, and, as they appeared, six rounds of canister were 
thrown with great effect. The vigorous attack of the enemy in front 
and flank, and the loss of many horses, rendered it necessary to abandon 
the battery, after, however, a determined resistance, 2 cannoneers being 
bayoneted at the guns. Captain Edgarton and Lieutenant Berwick were 
captured. 

The Fifth Indiana Battery, Captain Simonson, was first put in posi- 
tion on the morning of the 31st about one-half mile to the right of the 
Six-Mile pike, upon which the right wing advanced upon an open field, 
with the battery fronting to the west. Here the right section was tem- 
porarily detailed, by order of Colonel Baldwin, and ordered to the left 
and front about 400 yards. From this position the battery fell back 
with the division, and was ordered, by Brigadier-General Johnson, to 
take another position on the crest, about 200 yards to the right of the 
Murfreesborough pike and near to the right of Major-General Eous- 
seau’s division, which position it retained until ordered to retire. 

The next ground taken was in the open space to the left, and about 
25 yards from the railroad, where it remained until about sunset, when 
General Johnson ordered the battery to the left of his division, about 
185 yards to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, opposite the head- 
quarters of Major-General Eousseau, where it remained until ordered to 
cross Stone’s Eiver, January 5. The battery lost two guns. 

The artillery of the First Division is composed of the following bat- 
teries, and had the following guns : Fifth Wisconsin, Captain Finney, 
attached to Colonel Post’s brigade ; Second Minnesota, Captain Hotch- 
kiss, attached to Colonel Carlin’s brigade ; Eighth Wisconsin, Captain 
Carpenter, attached to Colonel Woodruff’s brigade. Four 10-pounder 
Parrotts, eight C-pounder smooth-bore, four 12-pounder howitzers. Cap- 
tain Piuney’s battery, which, with his brigade, was on the extreme right 
of the army, on the 30th, after driving the enemy, to enable the skirmish- 
ers to advance to the open fields in front, took position, with horses in 
harness, for the night. After dark, two brigades of the Second Division 
took position on the right. 

On the morning of the 31st, upon the falling back of these two brigades, 
the battery changed front to the right, to meet the enemy rapidly ap- 
proaching by the right and rear, supported by the Fifty -ninth Illinois 
and posted’in a corn-field, where they opened fire with canister, check- 
ing temporarily the advance of the enemy. However, being unopposed 
on the right, the position became untenable, and the battery was with- 
drawn, leaving Captain Pinney dangerously wounded, with the loss of 
some IS horses and one gun. The balance of the battery was dragged to 
the rear by the assistance of the Fifty-ninth Illinois. Hear the Nashville 
pike it was charged upon by cavalry, who were driven off by the Fourth 
Cavalry Eegiment, and took position behind Overall’s Creek, on a hill to 
the right of the pike, where they remained all night. 

The next morning their position was on the left of the pike, where 
breastworks were thrown up in a position to enfilade the enemy’s lines. 
At this point a rebel battery, opening, was soon silenced by a few Par- 
rott shots. 

In the afternoon of the next day the battery, with its brigade, was 
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ordered to cross the Stone’s River, where it was put into position, throw- 
ing up breastworks, and where it remained until 2 o’clock on the morn- 
ing ol January 4, when it recrossed the river, taking its former position 
on the right, where it remained until January 6, 1863. 

The Second Minnesota Battery, Captain Hotchkiss, moved on the 30th 
with its brigade to the right of the Wilkinson pike until the withdrawal 
of skirmishers, when the battery opened with canister and spherical case 
with effect. When the first line of the brigade had arrived at the point 
about 3 80 yards from the house of Mrs. William Smith, two batteries, 
one about 100 yards west of the house h,nd another on the east of the 
house, 250 yards distant, opened fire on the Twenty-first Illinois and 
Fifteenth W isconsin V olunteers. These batteries were soon silenced, but 
another to the right, about 500 yards, enfilading the brigade, was driven 
off by a welLdirected fire from this battery. 

Before daylight on the morning of the 31st, the battery was retired 
200 yards, soon after which the brigade was vigorously attacked and 
obliged to fall back across the open fields, and entered a wood about 200 
yards east of Griscom’s house, when several rounds were fired with de- 
structive effect. 

The command was again retired about 1 mile, and went into position 
in the edge of a cedar grove, from whence it again retired to the railroad. 
The next position was near the Hashville pike, 4 miles from Murfrees- 
borough. 

On January 2, under order of Major-General Eosecrans, the brigade 
and battery were sent to the left, crossing Stone’s River at the ford, 
relieving Colonel Sazen, where they remained until January 4. 

The Eighth Wisconsin Battery, Captain Carpenter, at about 11 o’clock, 
December 30, was posted on the edge of a cotton-field, in front of a wood 
running parallel with the pike, facing southeast, placed in the interval 
between General Sill’s right and the left of its (Colonel Woodruff’s) bri- 
gade. 

At about 3 o’clock the command was moved forward, with heavy skir- 
mishing. The right of the brigade, being well advanced, was halted, 
and remained until support should come up. The battery was placed 
at the angle of tShe fence, to protect the right and front, when it received 
a heavy fire, occasionally replying with shell, until toward night, when 
the enemy opened a heavy artillery fire on the right of Carlin’s brigade, 
which was silenced in handsome style in five minutes. Colonel Carlin’s 
brigade being attacked at about the same time, this battery again opened 
with such effect as to effectually check the attack. 

The enemy on the morning of the 31st made their attack in five lines, 
the battery opening a full fire of. canister with terrific effect. After a 
determined resistance, being ordered back, several ineffectual attempts 
were made to get into position, but, owing to the general stampede, no 
stand could be made until they reached the Murfreesborough pike, where 
they remained until Friday 5 being then ordered to the left, crossed the 
ford, and went into position on the extreme left, about 2 miles from the 
ford. 

On Saturday, January 3, the battery changed position again to the 
right, where it remained until ordered to Murfreesborough. 

The batteries of the Third Division are as follows : Battery G, First 
Missouri, Captain Hescock, attached to Colonel Schaefer’s (Second) bri- 
gade ; Battery C, First Illinois, Captain Houghtaling, attached to Colo- 
nel Roberts’ (Third) brigade; Fourth Indiana Battery, Captain Bush, 
attached to General Sill’s (First) brigade, with the following guns : Two 
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lO-pounder Parrotts, four 12-poander light field guns, two James rifles, 
six 6-pounder smooth-bore, and four 12-pound6r howitzers. 

Battery G-, First hlissouri, Captain Hescock, moved on the morning 
of the 30th, at 7 a. m., with its brigade, on the right and rear of the 
division, to the right of the Wilkinson pike, having Bush’s battery on 
the left. Toward evening. Bush moving to the front. Captain Hescock 
took his place. The three batteries of the division concentrated their 
fire upon the enemy’s batteries, silencing their fire. 

In the morning this battery and Captain Houghtaling’s opened a heavy 
fire upon the enemy, who wfei'e engaging Generals Sill’s and Davis’ 
commands, until the enemy, who were pursuing General Johnson’s com- 
mand, gained their rear, when they moved to the front, to the position 
first held by the enemy, and then took position on the north side of the 
road, sending one section to re-enforce Captain Bush, engaging the 
enemy hotly until their ammunition was exiiended, when they retired 
through the cedars with the division. After gaining the open field, their 
guns were brought into action and fired until all the ammunition was 
expended. 

About 3 o’clock, January 1, they took a position south of the Mur- 
freesborough pike, and were not farther engaged. 

Battery 0, First Illinois, Captain Honghtaling, on the 30th moved on 
the left of Captain Bush, and next to the Wilkinson pike, south side ; 
opened fire, in concert with other batteries of the division, at the enemy 
in front. 

On the 31st, at the falling back of General Johnson, this battery took 
position on the right of the pike, just in the edge of the timber, sup- 
ported by Colonel Roberts’ brigade, where he remained until all of his 
horses were killed and ammanition expended, when he was forced to 
abandon his gunsj falling back and assisting at the guns of the other 
batteries of the division. 

The Fourth Indiana Battery, Captain Bush, on the afternoon of the 
30th, being on the right of Captain Honghtaling, moved his battery to 
the ttont and opened fire on the enemy at short range, with the other 
batteries, driving back the enemy. During the night the captain moved 
to a more commanding position. 

On the 31st, the battle opened with this division by an attempt to cap- 
ture this battery, which was gallantly defended by General Sill, when 
this brave officer fell between the guns. The battery fell back with the 
other batteries of the division, and took position on the north of the 
pike, sending one section, with Lieutenant Flansburg, to re-enforce Cap- 
tain Honghtaling ; one Parrott section, with Lieutenant Taliaferro, was, 
at this time, sent to Captain Honghtaling, assisted by Captain Hescock, 
when, after a very warm resistance, and ammunition failing, the battery 
was compdled to retire, with the loss of two of its guns left in the 
cedars. The next position taken was on the south of the Murfreesbor- 
ough pike, with the division. 

Center . — ^The artillery of the First Division consists of the following 
batteries: Captain Stone, First Kentucky Battery j Lieutenant Van Pelt, 
First Michigan Battery ; Company H, Fifth U. S. Artillery, Lieuten- 
ant Guenther, with the following guns : Ten 10-pounder Parrotts, two 
James rifles, two C-pounder smooth-bore, and four 12-pounder light 
field guns. 

Captain Stone’s First Kentucky Battery was not ordered into position 
until January 1, when it was posted on the right of the Murfreesbor- 
ough pike, directly in front of the log-house, one section being stationed 
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in the woods, about 100 yards distant. The battery afterward moved 
to Che front edge of the woods, in rear of the center of the brigade to 
which it was attached. At night it relieved Lieutenant Parsons’ bat- 
tery, which was stationed outside and in front of the woods, command- 
ing the corn-fields and woods to the right and front, in which position 
it remained until January 3. At 4 p. m. relieved Captain Cox’s half 
battery, which was about 50 yards to the left, posting a half battery in 
its place at night; shelled the fields and woods from both points ; was 
not further engaged. 

The First Michigan Battery, Lieutenant Van Pelt, took position on the 
morning of the 31st on the left of the pike, 3 miles from Murfi:eesborough, 
where they remained during the day, serving their guns with effect ; 
were relieved on the 1st of January, and took position about half a mile 
in rear of front line of battle. 

On January 2 moved a few hundred yards to the front, and took posi- 
tion on the right of the pike, remaining at this point through the day. 
On Saturday morning the battery moved to the front, behind earth- 
works, immediately beyond the pike, fronting the position occupied on 
Wednesday, remaining there all day and night, shelling the woods at 
sundown. 

On the morning of the 3ist, Company H, Fifth Artillery, Lieutenant 
Guenther, moved through the cedars to the left of the pike with its 
brigade, but was returned, owing to the impracticability of operating 
in the woods, and took position in the open ground in time to check a 
rebel advance. From the cedars it then moved to a position on the rise 
of ground on the opposite side of the pike. On the appearance of the 
enemy at close range, a heavy fire with canister shot was opened on 
them with such effect that they were driven back to the woods in dis- 
order. The battery held this position until the morning of January 1, 
when it was moved some distance to the rear, and, after several changes 
of front, was ordered with the brigade to a point on the Murfreesborough 
pike, beyond Stewart’s Creek. This order being countermanded, the 
battery encamped near its old point. 

On the morning of January 3 fire was opened on a battery of the 
enemy which was annoying our troops, resulting in driving it from its 
position. During the forenoon the brigade and battery moved forward 
and occupied rifle-pits and epaulements which had been constructed for 
them. At dusk the battery opened fire with shell and spherical case 
shot on the enemy, concealed in the woods and buildings and behind 
breastworks, &c., "which, being followed by infantry, drove them from 
their position. The battery remained in position during the following 
day, and on the moruing of the 5th removed to Murfreesborough. 

The batteries of the Second Division, Brigadier-General Kegley, are 
as follows: Company M, First Ohio, Captain Schultz; Company G, 
First Ohio Artillery, Lieutenant Marshall; Company M, First Ken- 
tucky [Second Kentucky Battery], Lieutenant Ellsworth, with the fol- 
lowing guns : Two 12-pounder Wiard steel guns, two 6-pounder Wiard, 
four 12-pounder howitzers, two James rifles, one 6-pounder smooth- 
bore, and two 16-pounder Parrotts. The three batteries of this division 
were posted with the division on a slope of the west bank of Stone’s 
Eiver, in advance, but joining the right, of General Crittenden’s line, 
with General Sheridan on their right; Captain Schultz on the right of 
Battery G, First Ohio, and Battery M, First Kentucky [Second Ken- 
tucky Battery], on the left. The batteries opened fire on the enemy 
and drove them, holding the position during the day and night. 
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On the 31st, these batteries, after holding their i^osition under a mur- 
derous fire for four hours, having a large proportion of their horses 
killed, and being out of ammunition, were compelled to retire with the 
loss of six guns in getting through the cedars. 

On January 1, Company M was posted on the left side of the rail- 
road; changed position about 1 o’clock to the right of Murfreesborough 
pike, where it remained until night. 

On January 2, tliese batteries were posted on the hill at the ford of 
Stone’s Eiver, to resist the attack on the left, which proved successful. 

Left Wing. -^The batteries of the left wing are the following: Com- 
pany M, Fourth TJ. S. Artillery, Lieutenant Parsons; Company H,- 
Fourth Artillery, Lieutenant Throckmorton ; Company B, First Ohio 
Artillery, Captain Standart, attached to the Second Division; Tenth 
Indiana, Captain Cox ; Eighth Indiana, Lieutenant Estep ; Sixth Ohio, 
Captain Bradley, attached to the First Division ; Seventh Indiana Bat- 
tery, Captain Swallow; Third Wisconsin, Lieutenant Livingston; Twen- 
ty-sixth Pennsylvania [Battery B, Pennsylvania Light Artillery], Lieu- 
tenant Stevens, attached to the Third Division, with the following guns : 
Four 3-inch rifles, ten 12-pounder howitzers, six James rifles, twelve 6- 
pounder smooth-bores, and sixteen 10-pounder Parrotts. 

The first position taken by Batteries H and M, under command of 
Lieutenant Parsons, was just to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, 
2J miles from Murfreesborough. During the morning they retired for 
ammunition, and took a second position between the railroad and pike, 
and, after firing away all their ammunition, they again retired. On 
January 2 they were moved to the front, and soon after took position 
at the hill near the ford, and participated in repulsing the enemy from 
our left. 

Company B, First Ohio Artillery, Captain Standart, on the 31st was 
posted on the right of Lieutenant Parsons. After firing away his am- 
munition, he retired for the day. On the 2d he was put in position on 
the hni on the right of the pike, commanding the corn-field occupied by 
Stokes’ battery the day before. Being under a very heavy cannonad- 
ing, three pieces were retired to a position under cover, in reserve, to 
the left of the pike. These three guns were, in the afternoon, moved to 
the left, to resist the attack of the enemy. 

Company F, First Ohio, Captain Cockerill, on the 31st, was placed in 
position on the left of Parsons’ battery, and on the right of the pike ; 
but during the morning retired and took position on the left of the rail- 
road and about 400 yards from it, which position they held until the at- 
tack on the left, to which point Lieutenant Osburn moved four pieces, 
the captain having been wounded. 

Captain Bradley, on the morning of the 3lBt, moved, with Colonel 
Harker’s brigade in its advance, to check the enemy on the right, and 
held with it its position through the day. On the 2d he held a position 
on commanding ground near to the right of the railroad. When the 
attack was made on the left, ho changed front to fire to the left. 

The Seventh Indiana Battery, Captain Swallow, on the 31st, went iiito 
battery a short distance to the right of the pike, 2J miles from Murfrees- 
borough, and in the afternoon moved to the left of the railroad, going 
into battery on the right of Cockerill’s battery. On the 2d this battery 
also was placed on the high ground to resist the enemy’s attack at the 
ford. 

The Eighth Indiana Battery, Lieutenant Estep, was placed on the 
opposite side of the pike (left) and rear of Captain Swallow’s battery. 
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On tbe 2d, having suffered severely from the enemy’s artillery in the 
morning, he retired to repair damages, and, when tbe attack was made 
on the left, massed with the other batteries on the hill at the ford. 

The Tenth Indiana Battery, Captain Cox, was placed, in position in 
front and on the left of the railroad, which he maintained on the 31st 
and afterward. The Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Battery [Battery B, 
Pennsylvania Light Artillery], Lieutenant Stevens, was posted on the 
left and facing the pike, 3 miles from Murfreesborough, when the enemy 
appeared. As they fell back he moved forward, crossing the pike, 
taking position on the ridge, changing several times. 

On the 2d he changed front to fire to the left, and opened fire when 
the attack was made in that direction. 

The Third Wisconsin Battery, Lieutenant Livingston, was command- 
ing the ford on the 31st. They afterward moved across the river at the 
ford. When the attack was made on the 2d, they recrossed and took 
position on the hill in line with the other batteries of the corps. 

The Board of Trade Battery, Captain Stokes, attached to the Pioneer 
Brigade, consisting of four 6-pounders, smooth-bore, and two James 
rifles, moved, on the 31st, promptly to the front and right of the pike, 
serving canister with effect. They afterward moved still farther to the 
front, holding a good position, commanding a corn-field and the wood 
beyond. After having held the position thirty-six hours, the battery 
was ordered to the rear. 

On the 2d, this battery was again i)ut in position wuth the batteries 
to resist the attack from the left, and opened, with the artillery force 
massed at that point, a destructive fire, causing the enemy to retire. 
The losses in matSriel and 'personnel I had the honor to report immedi- 
ately after the battle. 

The many gallant actions of battery officers and men are named by 
their immediate commanders in their reports, to which I respectfully 
refer for the details of their action. The practice of the batteries was 
good, and the precaution of the general commanding to fire low and be 
sparing of ammunition w-as heeded. . Owing to the nature of the coun- 
try, the loss of the guns was unavoidable, as in falling back on the right 
the horses could not be under cover, and the thick cedar thickets pre- 
vented the guns being brought off by hand. 

Six guns, 3 caissons, 3 damaged forges, and 2 battery wagons were 
captured from the enemy, or recaptured ; also 5,451 muskets, with bayo- 
nets, scabbards, &c. 

The whole number of men engaged in serving the batteries was 86 
commissioned officers and 2,760 non-commissioned officers and privates. 
I remain, colonel, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BAEl^ETT, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery^ 

Lieut. Ool. 0. Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutant- General and Chief of Staff. 
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Kame of commanding officer. 

Captain Edgarton 

Lieutenant Belding 

Captain Simonson 

Captain Hescock 

Captain Houghtaling 

Captain Busb. 

Lieutenant Hill 

Lieutenant Stiles 

Captain Hotcbkiss 

Lieutenant V an Pelt 

Captain Stone 

Lieutenant Guenther 

Captain Church 

Captain Schultz 

Lieutenant Hell 

Captain Standart 

Lieutenant Parsons 

Captain Swallow 

Captain Cockerill 

Lieutenant Livingston 

Lieutenant Stevens 

Captain Cox 

Lieutenant Estep 

Captain Bradley 

Captain Stokes 


Designation of battery. 

« 

Battery E, 1st Ohio Artillery 

Battery A, Ist Ohio Artillery ' 

5th Incaana Battery - 

Battery G, Ist Missouri Artillery 

Battery 0, Ist Hlinois Artillery 

4th Indiana Battery 

6th Wisconsin Battery 

8th Wisconsin Battery 

2d Minnesota Battery 

1st Michigan Battery 

Ist Kentucky Battery | 

Battery H, 6th IT. S. Artillery 

Battery Michigan Artillery i 

Battery M, Ist Ohio Artillery 

Hewett’s Kentucky Battery 

Battery B, Ist Ohio Artillery 

Batteries H and M, 4th 17. S. Artillery 

7th Indiana Battery 

Battery E, 1st Ohio Artillery 

3d Wisconsin Battery 

26th Pennsylvania Battery 

10th Indiana Battery * 

8fh Indiana Battery 

6th Ohio Batteiw 

Board of Trade Battery 

Total - 



Itespecf folly submitted. JAMES BAENETT, 

Colonel and Chief of Artillery. 
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. Nfo. 10. 

Report of Gapt James St. Clair Morton^ U. S. JSngineers^ commanding 

Pioneer Brigade. 

Hdqes. Pioneer Brigade, Podrteenth Army Corps, 
Gamp, 3 miles north of Murfreesborongli, Tenn., January 5, 1863. 

Major : According to your order, I have the honor to submit the 
following report of the part taken in the late battle by my brigade, 
which is composed of three battalions of Pioneers and Stokes’ (Chicago 
Board of Trade) battery : 

On the march hither from Nashville, my brigade constructed two 
bridges over Stewart’s Creek between the hours of 4 p. m. and 4 a. m. 
December 29 and 30, arriving here on the 30th. 

On the morning of the 31st, the brigade was engaged in improving the 
fords of Stone’s Eiver, in which the right battalion sustained the fire oi 
some rebel cavalry, when I was ordered to take position in the line oi 
battle, and formed my brigade, by the orders of the commanding gen- 
eral in person, fronting toward the right, where the enemy appeared 
on a rise of ground in front of us, from which they had driven one oi 
our batteries. I immediately opened fire with canister from Stokes’ 
battery and drove them back. I then, by order of the commanding 
general in person, advanced to the said rise, and held it under the fire 
of three rebel batteries. I supported the battery by the First Battalion 
of Pioneers on the left, posted in a thicket, and by the Third Battalion 
on the right. The Second Battalion was placed in a wood still farther 
to the right. 

Shortly after I had formed my line, the enemy appeared across the 
field, preparing to charge upon some of our troops, who were retiring, 
but had been rallied by the commanding general. I opened fire upon 
these from Stokes’ battery, which played over the head of the com- 
manding general and our troops, and arrested their advance. right 
battalion was soon after attacked, the object of the enemy being tc 
penetrate through the line under cover of the woods. Said battalion 
changed front so as to obtain a flanking fire, and by a single voUe.y 
repulsed the enemy, composed of the Eleventh and Fourteenth Texas 
Eegiments. In this the battalion was aided by the Seventy-ninth In 
diana, which had rallied on its right. 

Toward sundown, the enemy appearing on my left, I brought twc 
sections of Stokes’ battery to the left of my First Battalion, and repulsec 
a brigade of the enemy which attacked that battalion in the thicket 
They left their dead within 50 paces of my line. In this affair both the 
battalion and the battery behaved very creditably. 

The brigade slept on their arms the night of the 31st. Early on the 
1st instant the enemy appeared on my left, apparently to advance 
through the gap between it and the pike. I changed my jfront anc 
occupied the gap, and sustained and returned their volleys of musketry 
playing upon them from the battery and preventing their advance be 
yond the edge of the woods. We held this position till after nightfall, 
when the brigade was relieved and formed in reserve. 

On the morning of the 2d, part of the Pioneers were engaged in mak 
ing road crossings over the railroad, when the enemy opened a cannonade 
which reached our camp. I brought out Stokes’ battery and returnee 
the fire. The battalions advanced, supporting it under a fire of solid 
shot and shell. The cannonade having ceased, I received orders to fa! 
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back to my assigned position iu reserve, and Remained till late in the 
afternoon, when tbe commanding general in person ordered me to the 
left as re-enforcement. I then marched my command at a double-quick 
and arrived on the line, occupying a gap in it under the fire of a rebel 
battery, tvhich was, however, soon silenced by Stokes’ battery, which 
was worked with exceeding vigor and skill. 

General Negley now approached me and requested me to re-enforce 
his troops, who, after a violent contest, had gained ground on the oppo- 
site side of the river. I accordingly moved my command there at a 
double-quick, and formed the Third Battalion in second line behind 
General Davis’ command, the First Battalion extending beyond it and 
throwing out its own advance, occupying the space between it and the 
river. The battery was posted on a knoll between the First and Third 
Battalions, the Second Battalion being in second line on the extreme 
right. In this position we remained till after nightfall, when I received 
orders to recross the river and again assume a position in reserve, and 
to furnish the Second Battalion to construct rifie-pits in the front and 
near the pike, and also on the extreme right. Said battalion worked 
all night in the rain. 

On the 3d, the Third Battalion relieved the First, on duty in the 
trenches, and on the 4th the Second and Third Battalions began two 
lunettes on the north bank of the river, and the First Battalion began 
a trestle bridge across it. On the 5th, the said work was continued, and 
the Third Battalion, with the advance of the army, in pursuit of the 
enemy. 

The loss of the brigade is as follows: First Battalion: Killed, 4 5 
wounded, 3 commissioned officers and 5 enlisted men. Second Battal- 
ion: Killed, 4; wounded, 5 enlisted men. Third Battalion: Killed, 4; 
wounded, 10 enlisted men. Stokes’ battery : Killed, 3 5 wounded, 1 
commissioned officer and 9 enlisted men. Total, killed and wounded, 48. 

The force of the brigade actually engaged was 1,600 men, there being 
ten companies or 1,000 Pioneers employed on the fortifications between 
Gallatin and Fashville, and 200 detached guarding the implement- train. 
Of the force above mentioned, 95 belong to Stokes’ battery. 

During the engagement, the Pioneers behaved as well as could be 
wished, and, when required, worked zealously by night and day, although 
insufficiently provided with rations, in spite of inclement weather, and 
under fire.^ The artillerymen displayed the highest discipline, and 
worked their guns with extreme rapidity and accuracy. As the com- 
manding general was everywhere present on the field with his staff, he 
cannot but have remarked the good service done by Captain Stokes, 
who manifested the greatest zeal, and managed his battery with the 
utmost precision and success. 

I beg leave to mention to the favorable notice of the commanding 
general my adjutant, Lieutenant Lamberson, of the Nineteenth Illinois 
Volunteers; my inspectors. Lieutenants Clark, of the Sixteenth U. S. 
Infantry, and Murphy, of the Twenty-first Wisconsin Volunteers, and 
my aides, Lieutenant Eeeve, of the Thirty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, 
and Assistant Engineer Pearsall, all of whom exhibited the utmost 
ardor and alacrity in the performance of their duty. 

I beg leave also to mention Captain Hood, of the Eleventh Michigan 
Volunteers, commanding Second Battalion ; Captain Clements, of the 
Sixty-ninth Ohio Volunteers, commanding Third Battalion, and Captain 
Bridges, of the Nineteenth Illinois Volunteers, commanding First Bat- 
t^on, ylio, thougli wounded on the first day, retained the command of 
his battahon throughout. 
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I have the honor to inclose the sub-reports of the chiefs of battalions, 
of the commander of the battery, and of the surgeon of the brigade. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. ST. 0. 

Captain of Ungineers, U.S.Army^ Chief Engineer 
Fourteenth Army Corps, Commanding Pioneer Brigade. 
Maj. 0. Goddaed, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


-No. 11. 

Report of Capt. Lyman Bridges, commanding First Battalion. 

Hdqes. Piest Battalion, Pioneee Betgade, 

Depaetment op the Gtbibeeland, 

Stoners River, near Murfreeslorough, Tenn., January 5, 1863. 

Captain : In compliance with your order, I herewith furnish a report 
of the part this battalion took in the recent battle at this place. 

I have the honor to report that on the morning of December 30, 1862, 
having completed the bridge at Stewart’s Creek at 4 a, m., I received 
orders to hold my command in readiness to march at a moment’s notice. 
At 8 a. m., by your order, I moved seven companies, 600 strong, forward 
upon the Murfreesborough pike, throwing out an advance guard and 
flankers upon either side, three companies being upon special duty. At 
10 a. m., in accordance with orders received from you, I moved to the 
front and halted, awaiting your order. At 2 p. m. I moved my com- 
mand to the river, taking position upon the left of Captain Stokes’ 
Chicago Board of Trade Battery, and built an abatis from the river to- 
ward General Eosecrans’ headquarters, as directed by you. At 4 a. m., 
December 31, 1 improved a ford across Stone’s Eiver, At 7 a. m. our 
right wing having been overpowered, and the enemy’s advance being 
within 80 rods of my camp, I fell in with my command and followed 
Stokes’ battery, as previously ordered by you. The battery having 
been ordered into position on the ridge between the pike and railroad, 
I forwarded my command in line of battle upon the left of Stokes’ bat- 
tery, the enemy having possession of the parallel ridge upon the opposite 
side of the ]Eke, about 20 rods distant. 

At that crisis General Eosecrans rode along our line, and ordered me 
to charge and take the knob upon the opposite side of the pike, he 
sending the same order to Captain Stokes’ battery. I moved one wing 
upon either side of the battery to the hill in good order. Soon after 
reaching the hill, General Eosecrans ordered me to occupy the skirt of 
woods upon my left. I moved my entire command upon the left oi 
tbe battery, the Third Battalion of this brigade relieving my right 
wing, changing position to the left. 

The enemy continued a heavy fire of grape, canister, and musketry 
upon us as we advanced and they fell back. After gaining our new posi- 
tion, General Eosecrans rode to our front, and rallied the Twenty-first 
Ohio, First Kentucky, and Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, which had 
fallen back upon our right. 

At 12 m. the enemy. General McCown’s division, came down, upon 
the double-quick, with their standards flying, in splendid order. They 
were allowed to come within 300 yards, when the musketry of the entire 
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brigade and tbe battery opened witli grape and canister a most deadly 
fire, Y^bicb be returned as earnestly. The column reeled and fell back 
in disorder, their colors struck down and barely rescued. Lieutenant 
Eitchie, Company A, of Third Ohio Detachment, was here wounded 
while encouraging his men. The number of killed and wounded left on 
the field tells how severe was his loss. Many of his wounded reached 
our lines during the day and night, all declaring that the 12 o’clock 
charge was an expensive one for them. 

The enemy again rallied his forces at 5 p. m., advancing a brigade 
upon my left flank through a skirt of wood, attempting a surprise. My 
pickets being fired upon by the enemy, who took advantage of a train 
of ambulances being in the vicinity, firing upon ambulances and pickets 
indiscriminately,! ordered this battalion to change front and commence 
firing. Lieutenant Stevens, of Stokes’ battery, opened fire upon him 
simultaneously with grape and canister. Our newline fortunately rested 
upon the crest of the hill. Each volley by us thinned his ranks. He 
advanced, perhaps 40 paces, discharging repeated volleys of musketry, 
but his repulse was complete, and they fell back to the wood, 1,000 yards 
in the rear, cursing their fate. Dozens of their wounded men, found 
within our lines of skirmishers, ail corroborated each other in stating 
that a brigade was repulsed in attempting to take our position. He 
left 60 of his men upon the field. Lieutenant Smith, of Company B, in 
charge of my skirmishers, with his company captured 1 major, 1 cap- 
tain, and 30 men. I received a slight wound in my left leg, above the 
ankle, not so severe as to require me to leave the field. My command 
laid upon their arms during the night, holding the ground gained early 
in the morning. 

Lieutenant Eroelich, Twenty-second Illinois, at daybreak next morn- 
ing, January 1, while in charge of the skirmishers of and in front of my 
command, reported a large force of the enemy assembling near to the 
left of the position to which he retinmed the previous evening. I rode 
to the front and left flank of my line of battle. The fog being very 
dense, the enemy could not be seen, but I could distinctly hear his com- 
mands, and being satisfied that he was advancing on my left, and there 
being no support between my left and the Murfreesborough pike, I in- 
formed^ you of my information and position. Eeceiving orders from 
you, I immediately changed front, my left resting upon the Murfrees- 
bororough pike. Captain Stokes moved his battery promptly upon my 
right. The sun had just risen, but the fog had not yet cleared. We 
took our position without accident. The enemy advanced within 500 
yards and opened fire, as he supposed, upon our flank. A few mo- 
ments’ return fire convinced him that we were not unaware of his move- 
ments. In half an hour he fell back behind his intrenchment, remain- 
ing there during the day. 

Sfo demonstration was made upon our front during the day. At 10 
p. m. Colonel Buell relieved my command, and I moved, by your orders, 
1 mile to the left and rear, having held the one position upon the front 
thirty-six hoars without relief. 

At sunrise, January 2, the enemy charged upon our left center, cap- 
turing a section of a battery one-half mile in our immediate front, and 
were forcing our position. I moved my command, as ordered by you, 
to the left and front, my right resting on the Third Battalion of this 
brigade, and my left upon an open field near the river; remained an 
hour in line of battle ; was then ordered to take a position at the bend 
of the nver, 40 rods farther down ; remained in position until 3 p. m., 
when, by your orders, I n^oved forward in good order to the support of 
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Stokes’ battery in the charge upon the hill, above the bend of the river, 
recently held by our left wing. 

Lieut. E. S. Dodd, acting lieutenant-colonel, was wounded in the leg 
with a 6-pounder ball while the battalion was taking its position. By 
your order, I moved forward in double-quick, forded the river, and 
charged up the hill 5 formed line of battle over the crest of the hill, my 
left \ying occupying an oak ridge, as indicated by you. I remained in 
position an hour, until the several regiments that had done such gallant 
service rallied and formed in line of battle again. 

By your order I changed position, my right resting upon the river, 
my left occupying a front of woods, and supported by Stokes’ battery. 
Eemained in position until 12 p. m., when I was ordered to move across 
the river. 

January 3, by your order, this battalion commenced building a mili- 
tary bridge at the lower bend of Stone’s Eiver, which, I have the honor 
to inform you, is now completed and in use. 

It is‘ with pleasure that I mention with the highest regard and praise 
the ofScers and men of this battalion, who all did their duty so promptly 
and nobly during the past terrible week. To Lieut. George Turner, 
adjutant, I am under many obligations for repeated and timely assist- 
ance. 

Annexed is a list of the killed and. wounded of this battalion.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LYMAN BEIDGES, 
Captain^ Commanding. 

’ Oapt. James St. Oeaib Moeton, 

Chief Engineer^ Fourteenth Army Corps, Comdg. Pioneer Brig. 


No. 12. 

Report of Gapt Calvin Rood, commanding Second Battalion. 

Hdqes. Eig-ht Battaxioit, Pioneer Bbig-ade, 

Gamp in the Fields January 5, 1863. 

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken in the late battle by my battalion : 

On the morning of December 31 we were ordered to improve a ford 
of Stone’s Eiver near camp. Soon after commencing work, we were fired 
upon by the enemy’s cavalry, and retired, as we were ordered not to 
remain under fire. 

At 9 a. m. we marched, and formed line of battle with the brigade 
between the railroad and pike, near the cedar woods. In front of us 
was hard fighting, when the enemy finally gave way, and our troops ad- 
vanced to the field beyond the cedars. We moved forward in line with 
the brigade, my battalion on the right, and took position about midway 
of the woods, and about 100 rods from the field. The troops in front of 
us there gave way, and regiment after regiment came through our lines 
entirely broken up. We here received orders from Captain Morton to 
fix bayonets and allow no stragglers to pass our lines, and to hold fire 
and give the enemy the cold steel. The retreating troops passed on our 
right, except the Seventy-ninth Indiana, whose commander rallied them 
on my right and rear. The Eleventh and Fourteenth Texas came on at 


. * Embodied in revised statement p. 214, 



248 


KY., MID, AND E. TENN.*, N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap. XXXn. 


a charge, and tried to flank our right, when my battalion changed 
positions by the right flank and fronted toward them. General Van 
Cleve here rode up from my right, and asked what troops we were, and 
said we must fall back. 1 here learned that a small part of his com- 
mand was on my right and near the pike. I replied that I was ordered 
to hold this position at all hazards. I then ordered my men to lie down 
and wait until the enemy were well upon us. They then rose, gave them 
a volley, and charged with the Seventy-ninth Indiana, and drove them 
from the woods. 

Our loss here was 4 killed, including my orderly, Bennett Smith, 
Eleventh Michigan, who was shot from his horse beside me, and several 
wounded. Lieutenant Sherman, Twenty-fifth Illinois, was wounded in 
the arm, slightly, but did not leave the field. We remained under arms 
all night, with one company under Lieutenant Sandi^, Thirty-sixth Illi- 
nois, as advance picket, and brought from the field in front some 26 
wounded men of our own and the enemy’s. 

Early in the morning of January 1, we changed position with the bri- 
gade to the front and center of our lines and on the brow of the hill. 
Here we remained all day under fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, with 
continual fighting with their skirmishers, our skirmishers being under 
command of Lieutenant Sands. Late in the evening we were relieved 
by the Thirty-third Ohio, and retired beyond the brow of the hill and 
bivouacked. I then gave the immediate command to Lieutenant Hart- 
sough, Forty-ninth Ohio, acting lieutenant-colonel, as I had become so 
hoarse that I could not speak aloud. Early in the morning of the 2d, 
while a part of my command were at fatigue duty, the enemy com- 
menced firing solid shot from the center at the battery in front of us and 
on the hill, but, shooting too high, their shot struck in front of us and 
ricochetted, and made bad work with us. Our men formed and marched 
forward to the support of the Chicago Board of Trade Battery, with 
shot falling among them thick and fast, and, as near as can be ascer- 
tained, 3 were killed and several wounded. Lieutenant Hartsough 
here had his horse shot under him, and the command fell upon Lieu- 
tenant Moore, Sixth Indiana, acting major, who commanded them gal- 
lantly. Fifing soon ceased, and we remained upon the ground until 
late in the afternoon, when, as the enemy charged across the river upon 
General INegley’s division, we were ordered to his support, and my 
command charged across the river under Lieutenant Moore. My com- 
mand was ordered back, and, under the direction of General Thomas, 
worked all night in the rain on the rifle-pits in front, and without 
rations. 

With few exceptions, officers and men behaved gallantly, and on the 
31st behaved like veterans 5 and, taking into consideration that they are 
formed of detachments from forty different regiments, and have never 
drilled together in either company or battalion drills, moved in the face 
of the enemy splendidly. 

I would especially mention Lieutenant Moore, Sixth Indiana, acting 
majors Lieutenant Baker, Thirty-ninth Indiana, acting adjutant, and 
Lieutenant Sands, Thirty-sixth Illinois, who rendered me valuable as- 
sistance throughout. » 

Your obedient servant, 

OALVIK HOOD, 

Capiaiiij Commanding Bight Battalion. 
Oapt. James St. Olaib Morton, 

Commanding Pioneer Brigade, 
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No. 13. 

Be^ort of Capt Eohert Glements^ commanding Third Battalion* 


Hdqes. Oentee Battalion, Pioneee Beig-ale, 

Near Mnrfreeslorough, Tenn*, January 5, 1863. 

Sie: On the morning of December 30, 1862, my battalion was ordered 
by Capt. J. St. 0. Morton to report to General Eosecrans. By 4 a. m. 
I reported my command to the front ready for duty, when I received 
orders from the commanding general to report to General Thomas, who 
ordered me to cut and clear several roads through the thick woods on 
the right of the pike and in front. We worked all day under the fire 
of the enemy’s guns, and by 5 p. m. cleared several roads for the pas- 
sage of artillery and infantry. At 6 p. m. I was relieved, and reported 
my battalion in camp some three-fourths of a mile to the rear, on the 
left of the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike. 

December 31, 1862, Company P, under charge of Acting Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lingeman, reported to General Negley to finish the previous 
day’s work. Acting Major Stewart, with Companies A, D, I, and E, 
was ordered to the front of General Crittenden’s corps, to cut the east 
bank, a portion of it on Stone’s Eiver, passable for troops. Beaching 
the river, they found it in possession of the rebels. Leaving a reserve 
of two companies on this side, in charge of Capt. A. K. Eobinson, Major 
Stewart crossed with the balance of his men, and drove the enemy from 
the ground, and commenced work. At 8 a. m. heavy firing was heard 
on our right and in front of General Negley’s division. Immediately 
the left wing of our battalion was ordered to form line, and soon we were 
on the march toward the direction of the firing, that was becoming more 
terrific as we advanced. In the mean time Major Stewart was relieved 
by a portion of the Eleventh Brigade, General Van Cleve’s division, and, 
with the exception of Company F, our battalion moved forward under 
a fixe from the enemy’s cannon, and supported Captain Stokes’ Chicago 
battery, that opened, from the top of a slight elevation on the left of 
the pike, a terrific shower of grape into the enemy’s ranks, who were 
at that moment driving our front line from the woods, on the right of 
the road, by heavy volleys of musketry. Soon the enemy were forced 
back, our troops advancing with the battery into an open field some 300 
yards. 

By this time the.rebels had renewed their fire, and were driving our 
advanced line, that had moved forward into a thick wood, panic-stricken, 
back upon my men, who were ordered by Captain Morton to fix bayo- 
nets and charge upon the first man attempting to pass the line. The 
order was promptly enforced, and soon hundreds of confused stragglers 
were formed into line on our right, and, with the shower of shell and 
grape from our battery, succeeded in driving the enemy from the field. 
During the day my battalion was kept on the front, and at night threw 
forward Company H, as advanced pickets and skirmishers, some 400 
yards. 

The night being very cold, and no fires allowed, the men suffered much 
from the want of blankets, as well as from the scarcity of rations, many 
of them having had nothing to eat since the previous night. 

At 6 a. m., January 1, 1 was ordered to change my line and support 
our battery, expecting an attack from the southeast, as it could be seen 
the enemy were advancing from the wood in that direction. My line 
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was formed, and opened fire, together with the battery, that checked 
the enemy’s advance^ and heavy skirmishing was kept up during the 
entire day. Benjamin L. Wagner, of Company 0, wounded, w'as the 
only injury sustained by my men. 

At 9 p. m. my battalion was relieved and encamped, after thirty-six 
hours’ duty on the front, one-half mile toward the rear and on the left 
of the pike. 

At 7 a. m., January 2, the enemy commenced shelling our camp, hav- 
ing the night previous planted a battery in direct range of our camp 
fires. 1 soon deployed my men fi:om column into line, and moved for- 
ward with the battery to a slight rise of ground, and ordered my bat- 
talion to lie down, so as to protect my line from the shot and shell that 
flew over us without doing much damage. Before I could get my bat- 
talion deployed, however, Sergt. John E. Burke, Twentieth Kentucky 
Volunteers, Oorpl. Peter Wagoner, One hundredth Illinois, and William 
Trimble, Third Kentucky Volunteers, were killed, and Samuel S. M. 
Blankenship, Ninth Kentucky Volunteers, John Desch, Eighty-fourth 
Illinois Volunteers, John 0. Pelser, and Sergt. William Mason, Sixth 
Kentucky Volunteers, were wounded. 

The enemy’s guns being silenced, I was ordered to move my men by 
columns doubled in the center toward the rear, and remained under 
cover of wood near the river till 2.30 p. in., when a sudden attack by 
the enemy was made on General Van Oleve’s front. We were marched 
forward to the support of our battery. Beaching the top of a small 
bluff, I was ordered to halt my battalion. Orders were soon given, 
however, to advance, and we moved forward on a double-quick to the 
support of our front, who were obliged to fall back upon this side of the 
river under cover of our artillery, that was soon brought into position, 
and played with great execution upon the advancing columns of the 
enemy, who were repulsed by a heavy cross-fire from our guns. I was 
then ordered by General Negley to cross the river, and formed line just 
at dark on the ground occupied in the morning by the rebel skirmishers. 
In this position my men lay until 9 p. m., suffering much from wet feet 
and a rain, when we were ordered back and went into camp. 

January 3, an order came detailing 200 men for duty. The men, 
under charge of Lieut. Benjamin F. West, reported to the front, and 
threw up rifle-pits until 8 p. m., when relieved. 

January 4, after spending a cold and rainy night without tents and 
[on] half rations, I moved my battalion to the east 300 yards from camp, 
and on a bluff near Stone’s Biver, where I was ordered to throw up a 
heavy breastwork. While clearing the rubbish from an old building, 
Amos Hoak, Thirteenth Ohio Volunteers, was killed by the falling of 
a heavy timber. 

At 4 p. m. I was relieved and ordered to report, January 5, to General 
Thomas, at Murfreesborough, the enemy having evacuated the town. 

I need not add that, notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, 
to which my men were exposed during the whole engagement, having 
no tents, few blankets, and without half rations, they went forward to 
the prompt execution of every order and command with a cheerfulness 
and bravery commendable only to a prompt and efficient soldier. 

Bespectfully, 


Capt. James St. Glaie Moeton, 

Commanding Pioneer Brigade, 


B. CLEMENTS, 
Cajgtain^ Commanding, 
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Xo. 14. 


Report of Gapt James H. StoTces^ Stoles’^ Illinois Battery. 


Stokes’ Battery, in Camp near Murfreesborohgh, 

January 5, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the battery under my command 
was called into action Wednesday morning, 31st ultimo, about 8 a. m., 
and at a time when the left of our right army corps, completely demor- 
alized, was under full retreat. The battery, by a terrific fire of canister, 
drove back the enemy, the infantry rallying under its fire. The battery 
then moved still farther to the front, and took a position commanding 
the approaches where our right had been dispersed. Under a fire, it is 
said, of three rebel batteries, well served, it held this key to our front 
during the entire day. About 4 p. m. a rebel brigade formed under 
cover of the woods to the right of the battery, and was only known by 
a foolish discharge of musketry on one of our ambulances, picking up 
their wounded as well as ours. The battery, being charged with can- 
ister, opened upon this brigade, and, it is said by one of the wounded, 
entirely annihilated it. The killed and wounded prove the accuracy of 
the fire. This position was held through the night, until next evening. 
About 10 p. m. it was ordered to the rear to rest, having been thirty-six 
hours to the front. In this engagement the battery, with a strength of 
98, all told, lost 3 privates killed ; 1 officer, 3 non-commissioned officers, 
and 5 privates wounded, being 12 killed and wounded, or about one- 
eighth. 

On Friday, the 2d instant, the battery was again called into action, 
about 4 p. m., by the retreat and threatened destruction of our left. 
The battery, under the direction of the commanding general, moved to 
the front through the retreating infantry and artillery, and did not halt 
to go into battery until it had moved far beyond the front. The infantry 
again rallied under its fire. The battery opened a destructive fire of 
shell on the rebel battery, so destructive to our troops, completely silenc- 
ing and destroying it, so that several of its pieces were captured by our 
advancing infantry. The battery that night occupied the ground of 
this rebel battery. 

The commanding general, who witnessed the bearing of this gallant 
little band, will do justice to its discipline and bravery. All were 
brave ; all nobly did their duty to their country. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. STOKES, 
Captain^ Commanding Battery. 


Captain Morton, 

Commanding Pioneer Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 


Ko. 15. 

Reports of Maj. Gen. Alexander McB. IleCooTc, TJ. 8. Army, commanding 

Right Wing. 

Headquarters Eight Wing, 

One mile m advance of Nolensville, December 27, 1862. 
Colonel : I am here with my wing in camp. There is very strong 
ground in front of my main camp. T have all the crests heavily de- 
fended. The enemy resisted my advance all day with cavalry and artil- 
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lery. My casualties are very few. The One hundred and first Ohio 
charged one battery, and captured one gun and caisson, with teams. 
The men in glorious spirits, and only want a chance. Kegley is here 
with his division. General Thomas sent a courier here 5 states that he 
is somewhere on the Wilson pike. Hardee had a dance given him at 
Triune last night. 

A. McD.^McOOOK, 

Major-QeneraL 

Colonel Gaeesch^. 


Hjeadquarters Eight Wing, 

December 27, 1862. 

Colonel : The fog is so thick in these hills that I cannot see 300 
yards in my Iront. I have ordered a halt until the fog rises. The en- 
emy have resisted our advance for 3 miles this morning, and have a 
battery posted on the hill in front to enfilade the road. One brigade of 
the enemy in Triune ; the other troops scattered on the Shelby ville road. 

A. Mod. McCOOK, 

Major-Oeneral. 

Colonel Garesch:^. 

P. S. — ^The firing you hear is the enemy^s battery. I will apprise you 
when I move forward. Can do nothing intelligently now. 


Headquarters, 

Wear Triune^ December 27, 1862 — 3 p. m. 

General : The enemy, under Hardee, escaped mo this morning in the 
fog; at times I could not see more than 50 yards. I had reliable infor- 
mation that Hardee was here in person, and that his army lay in line of 
battle last night. I have yet to pursue them 6 miles before I c'an well 
determine whether they have retreated toward Murfreesborough or 
Shelby ville. Every prisoner I have taken has contradictory statements 
as to their destination. I will know to-night. 

Very respectfully, 

A. Mod. McCOOK, 

Major-General, 

Major-General Thoncas, 

Commanding Center, 


Hdqrs. Eight Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, 
Triune^ December 27, 1862 — 3 p. m. 

Colonel : Hardee escaped me during the fog to-day. Some reports 
say he left last night ; others, to-day. Our prisoners tell contradictory 
stories about them. They had two divisions here. I am pursuing with 
one division, and Stanley has started with his cavalry in pursuit. I 
will know and promptly inform you what road they have taken. It 
will be necessary for me to pursue 6 miles on the Shelby ville road to 
determine upon what road they have marched. From College Grove 
there is a dirt road running 4 miles and intersecting the Salem pike. 
My cavalry are all raw, but have done well to-day. 

General Eousseau^s division did not get up until 12 m. to-day. The 
weather horrid. Captain Long will explain the country to you. 

A. Mod. McCOOK, 

Major-General, 


Colonel Garesoh:^, Chief of Staff, 
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Hdqes. Eight Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, 

In Camp, Two and a half miles south of Murfreeshorougli^ Tenn,^ 

January 8, 1863. 

Major: In compliance with telegraphic orders fi?om the general com- 
manding, received at my camp, on Mill Creek, 5 miles south of liTash- 
ville, at 4.30 a. m,, on the morning of December 26, 1862, 1 put the right 
wing of the Fourteenth Army Corps in motion toward I^Tolensville, Tenn. 
The First Division, Brig. Gen. Jejderson C. Davis commanding, marched 
at 6 a. m. upon the Edmondson pike, with orders to move upon that 
road to Prim’s blacksmith-shop, from whence it was to march direct by 
a country road to Nolensville. 

The Third Division, Brig. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan commanding, also 
marched at 6 a. m., and upon the direct road to liTolensville. The Sec- 
ond Division, Brig. Gen. E. "W. Johnson commanding (the reserve of 
the right wing), followed the Third Division upon the direct road. 

The advance guards of Generals Davis’ and Sheridan’s columns en- 
countered the enemy’s cavalry about 2 miles beyond our picket line. 
There was continuous skirmishing with the enemy until the heads of 
these columns reached JTolensville. 

About 1 mile beyond the town the enemy made a determined stand, 
in a defile and upon a range of hills that cross the turnpike at this point, 
lining the slopes with skirmishers and placing a six-gun battery on a 
commanding position, endeavoring to repel our advance. He was at- 
tacked in front and his position handsomely turned by General Carlin’s 
brigade, of Davis’ division, capturing one piece of his artillery and sev- 
eral prisoners. After taking possession of the defile and hills, the com- 
mand was encamped. 

On the night of this day, I was visited by the general commanding, 
who gave pao verbal orders to move forward in the morning to Triune, 
7 miles distant, and attack Hardee’s corps, supposed to be quartered 
at that place. At this camp I was joined by Brig. Gen. D. S. Stanley, 
chief of cavalry, with the First and Second Tennessee Eegiments, and 
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

Preparations were made to move forward at daylight, the cavalry 
under General Stanley in the advance, followed by the Second Divis- 
ion, under General Johnson. It having rained all the day previous 
and the entire night, there was a dense fog, which prevented us from 
seeing 150 yards in any direction. The column having moved about 
2 miles to the front, they again encountered the enemy, consisting of 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery. The fog at this time being so thick 
that friend could not be distinguished from foe, and our cavalry having 
been fired upon by our infantry skirmishers, on the flanks, the enemy 
being conversant with the ground, my troops strangers tb it, and jBrom 
prisoners captured having learned that Hardee’s corps had been in line 
of battle since the night before, I did not deem it prudent to advance 
until the fog lifted, and I ordered the command to halt until the work 
could be done understandingly. 

The fog having lifted at 1 p. m., an advance was immediately ordered, 
driving the enemy’s cavalry before us. 

On nearing Triune, we found that the main portion of their forces had 
retired, leaving a battery of six pieces, supported by cavalry, to contest 
the crossing of Nelson’s Greek, which has steep and bluff banks. The 
enemy having destroyed the bridge, it was with difiBLculty that artillery 
could be crossed. On the approach of our skirmishers, the battery, with 
the cavalry, took flight down the Eagleville road. It now being nearly 
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dark, aucl a severe and driving rain-storm blowing, they were pursued 
no farther. 

Johnson’s division crossed and encamped beyond ISTelson’s Creek, re- 
pairing the destroyed bridge. 

On the morning of the 28th instant I ordered out a strong reconnais- 
sance, under Brigadier-General Willich, to learn whether the enemy had 
retired to Shelbyville or Murfreesborough. Pursuing 7 miles down the 
Shelbyville road, it was found that the enemy had turned to the left, 
having taken a dirt road which led into the Salem pike, thence to Mur- 
freesborough. 

Leaving the Third Brigade of Johnson’s division at Triune, I marched, 
on the 29th, with my command on the Bole Jack road toward Murfrees- 
borough. The road being a very bad one, the command did not reach 
Wilkinson’s Cross-Eoads (5 miles from Murfreesborough) until late in 
the evening. 

My command was encamped in line of battle; Sheridan’s division 
on the left of Wilkinson’s pike; Davis’ division on right of same road; 
Woodruff’s brigade guarding the bridge over Overall’s Creek; the two 
brigades of Johnson’s division watching the right. 

On that evening, believing that the enemy intended giving our army 
battle at or near Murfreesborough, I ordered the brigade left at Triune 
to join the command without delay, which it did on the 30th. 

At 1 o’clock on the morning of the 30th I received an order from 
General Eosecrans to report in person at his headquarters, on the Mur- 
freesborough pike, and arrived there at 3.30 a. m. I received my in- 
structions, which were that the left of my line should rest on the right 
of General Kegley’s division, and my right was to be thrown forward 
until it became parallel, or nearly so, with Stone’s Eiver, the extreme 
right to rest on or near the Franklin road. 

My entire command advanced at 9.30 a. m., Sheridan’s division mov- 
ing down the Wilkinson turnpike until its advance encountered the 
enemy’s pickets. The line of battle was then formed, the left of Sher- 
idan’s division resting upon the Wilkinson pike and immediately upon 
General NTegley’s right; the remainder of Sheridan’s division was de- 
ployed to the right, the line running in a southeasterly direction. 
Davis’ division, which had already been deployed, moved up, his left 
resting upon Sheridan’s right, Johnson’s division being held in reserve. 
Our front was covered with a strong line of skirmishers, who soon be- 
came sharply engaged with the enemy’s sharpshooters and skirmishers. 
The line moved forward but slowly, as the enemy contested stubbornly 
every inch of ground gained by us. The ground wq,s very favorable to 
them ; they were under cover of a heavy wood and cedar thicket. 

At 12 m. on the 30th the house of a Mr. Harding came within our 
lines. From that point I ascertained where the enemy’s line of battie 
was, our skirmishers being then about 500 yards from it. The right, 
under General Davis, moved handsomely, but slowly, into position, as the 
ground over which he had to march was hotly contested by the enemy’s 
skirmishers. 

At 1 p. m. word was sent to General D. S. Stanley, chief of cavalry, 
that Colonel Zahm, commanding three regiments of cavalry on my right 
flank, was hard pressed by a superior force. I ordered one fcgade of my 
reserve division to report to General Stanley, who conducted it to the 
Franklin road. On his approach the enemy, pressing Colonel Zahm, 
retired, and the brigade was ordered back to its former position. 

At 2 p. m. a citizen living on the Franklin road, and about one-half 
mile in front of the enemy’s line of battle, was sent me under guard by 
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General Stanley. He reported as follows : 

I ■was Tip to the enemy^s line of "battle twice yesterday and once this morning, to 
get some stock, taken from me. The enemy^s troops are posted in the following 
manner : The right of Cheatham^s division rests on the Wilkinson pike ; Withers is on 
Cheatham^s left, with his left resting on the Franklin road j Hardee^s corps is entirely 
heyond that road, and his left extending toward the Salem pike. 

This man was sent immediately to the general commanding, and 
subsequently returned to me, with the report that his information had 
been received. I also sent a report to the general commanding by my 
aide-de-camp, Capt. Horace Fisher, that the right of my line rested 
directly in front of the enemy’s center. This made me anxious for my 
right. All my division commanders were immediately informed of this 
fact, and two brigades of the reserve division, commanded, respectively, 
by Generals Wiliich and Kirk, two of the best and most experienced 
brigadiers in the army, were ordered to the right of my line, to protect 
the right fiank and guard against surprise there. 

At 6 p. m. I received an order from the general commanding to have 
large and extended camp-fires made on my right, to deceive the enemy, 
making them believe that we were massing troops there. This order 
was communicated to General Stanley, commanding cavalry, and car- 
ried into execution by Maj.E.H.Hodine, Twenty-fifth Illinois, engineer 
officer of my staff. 

On the evening of the 30th, the order of battle was nearly parallel 
with that of the enemy, my right slightly refused, and my line of battle 
in two lines. Two brigades of the reserve re-enforced the right of the 
line, and the Third Brigade, of the reserve, was posted in column about 
800 yards in rear of the right. 

On the evening of the 30th, Sheridan’s left rested on the Wilkinson 
road, on the right of Kegley’s division, and the line then ran in a south- 
easterly direction through an open wood ; thence in front of and partly 
through a cedar thicket, until General Davis’ right rested near the 
Franklin road. Kirk’s brigade was on Davis’ right, Willich’s brigade 
placed on a line nearly perpendicular to the main line, forming a crotchet 
to the rear, to avoid the possibility of my right being turned by any- 
thing like an equal force. My line was a strong one, open ground in 
front for a short distance. 

My instructions for the following day were received at about 6.30 p. 
m. on the 30th, which were as follows : 

Take a strong position ; if the enemy attacks yon, fall back slowly, refusing your 
right, contesting the ground inch by inch. If the enemy does not attack you, you 
will attack him, not vigorously, but warmly; the time of attack by you (General Mc- 
Cook) to be designated by the general commanding. 

I was also informed that Crittenden’s corps would move simulta- 
neously with my attack into Murfreesborough. Written instructions 
were sent by me to each division commander on the night of the SOth, 
explaining to each what would be required of them on the 31st. 

At about G.30 a. m., on the 31st, a determined and heavy attack was 
made upon Kirk’s and Willich’s brigades, on the extreme right. They 
were attacked by such an overwhelming force that they were compelled 
to fall back. General Kirk being seriously wounded at the first fire 
upon his main line. General Wiliich having his horse killed early in 
the action, and befalling into the hands of the enemy, the two brigades 
were deprived of their immediate commanders, and gave way in con- 
fusion. Colonel Post’s brigade, on the right of Davis’ division, and, 
in fact, my entire line to Sheridan’s left, was almost simultaneously 
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attacked by a heavy force of the enemy* The attack in fi*ont of Davis 
and Sheridan was repulsed several times, and had not the heavy turn- 
ing columns of the enemy on my right succeeded so well, my line could 
have been maintained, and the enemy driven back to his barricades, 
which extended from the Wilkinson pike, with but a short interval, 
three-fourths of a mile beyond the Franklin road. General Sheridan^s 
division was ably maneuvered by him, under my own eye. As soon as 
it became evident that my lines would be compelled to give way, orders 
were given to reform my line in the first skirt of timber in rear of my 
first position. The enemy advancing so rapidly upon my right, I found 
this impossible, and changed the point of reforming my line to the high 
ground in rear of the Wilkinson pike. Moving to the left of my line, 
and in rear of Sheridan’s division, 1 here met General Rousseau in a 
cedar wood, posting his division to repel the attack. I then ordered 
my line to fall still farther back, and form on the right of Eousseau. 
I gave General Johnson orders, in person, to form his division in rear of 
Eousseau. Eousseau’s division having been withdrawn to the op.en 
ground in rear of the cedar woods, the last position became untenable, 
and my troops were retired to the Kashville pike, where my wing, ex- 
cept Schaefer’s brigade, of Sheridan’s division, was reassembled and 
replenished with ammunition. On arrival at the pike, I found Colonel 
Barker’s brigade, of Wood’s division, retiring before a heavy force of 
the enemy. I immediately ordered Eoberts’ brigade, of Sheridan's 
division, to advance into a cedar wood, and charge the enemy and drive 
him back. Although this brigade was much reduced in numbers, and 
having but two rounds of cartridges, it advanced to the charge, under 
the gallant Colonel Bradley, driving the enemy back with the bayonet, 
capturing two guns and 40 prisoners, and securing our communication 
on the Murfreesborough pike at this point. This brigade is composed 
of the Twenty-second, Twenty-seventh, Forty-second, and Fifty-first 
Illinois Volunteers. The Twenty-seventh particularly distinguished 
itself. 

About 11 a. m., Col, Moses B. Walker’s brigade arrived upon the field, 
and reported to me for duty. They were assigned to General Sheridan’s 
command, to whose report I refer for the good conduct of his brigade. 

On the afternoon of the 31st, the right wing assumed a strong position, 
its left, composed of Walker’s brigade, resting near a commanding 
knoll, its line running nearly northwest along the slope of a ridge, cov- 
ered with cedar growth, the right resting upon the Murfreesborough 
pike. On the slope strong- barricades were erected, which could well 
have been defended by single lines. The second line and Gibson’s bri- 
gade (late Willich’s) was used as a reserve. The right wing, excepting 
Davis’ division and Gibson’s brigade, did not participate in any general 
engagement after the 31st. 

There was constant skirmishing in my front until the night of the 3d. 

On the 4th, the enemy left his position in front of the right, and evac- 
uated Murfreesborough on the night of the same day. 

On the 6th, the right wing marched to its present camp, 2 J miles south 
of Murfreesborough, on the Shelbyville pike. 

The reports of Generals Johnson, Davis, and Sheridan, division com- 
manders, are herewith inclosed. 

Accompanying General Johnson’s report you will find the reports of 
the brigade, regimental, and battery commanders, carefully prepared. 

I have been thus particular, on account of the commanding general’s 
dispatch to the General-in-Chief, and also from erroneous reports sent to 
the public by newspaper correspondents* 
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The attention of the general commanding is particularly called to 
Colonels Gibson and Dodge ; also to Lieutenant-Colonel Jones' report, 
who commanded the pickets in front of Willich’s brigade. 

Captain Edgarton, commanding battery of Kirk's brigade, certainly 
was guilty of a grave error in taking even a part of his horses to water 
at such an hour. He is in the hands of the enemy ^ therefore no report 
can be had from him at present. 

In strict compliance with my orders, and the knowledge I possessed 
of the position of the enemy, which was communicated to my superior, 
also to the generals under my command, I could not have made a better 
disposition of my troops. 

On subsequent examination of the field, I found the statements of the 
citizen, referred to in my report, correct, as the barricades extended fully 
^hree-fourths of a mile beyond the Franklin road. 

I am well satisfied that Hardee's corps, supported by McCown’s divis- 
ion (late of Kirby Smith’s corps), attacked Kirk's and Willich’s brigades. 
About the same time Withers' division attacked Davis, and Cheat- 
ham's division attacked Sheridan. Cheatham's and Withers' divisions 
composed General Polk's corps. I was in the rear of the center of my 
line when this attack commenced ; therefore I did not see all the column 
that attacked and turned my right; but it can be safely estimated that 
the rebel force outnumbered ours three to one. After leaving my line 
of battle, the ground in rear was, first, open fields; second, woods; 
then a dense cedar thicket ; and over such ground it was almost impos- 
sible for troops to retire in good order, particularly when assailed by 
superior numbers. 

My ammunition train, under the charge of my efficient ordnance 
officer, Oapt. Gates P. Thruston, First Ohio Volunteers, was at an early 
hour ordered to take a position in rear of the center of my line. It was 
there attacked by the enemy's cavalry, which was handsomely repulsed 
by a detachment of cavalry, under the direction of Oapt. H. Pease, of 
General Davis' staff, and (Japt. G. P. Thruston, ordnance officer. The 
train was conducted safely to the Kashville pike, Captain Thruston cutting 
a road through the cedar wood for the passage of the train. 

To Brig. Gens. E. W. Johnson, Philip H. Sheridan, and Jefferson 0. 
Davis I return my thanks for their gallant conduct upon the days of the 
battles, and for their prompt support and conscientious attention to duty 
during their service in the right wing. I commend them to my superiors 
and my country. 

To Brig. Gen, D, S. Stanley, chief of cavalry, my thanks are particu- 
larly due. He commanded my advance fi:*om Kolensville and directed 
tl^e cavalry o*n my right flank. A report of the valuable services of our 
cavalry will be furnished by General Stanley. I commend him to my 
superiors and my country. 

For the particular instances of good conduct of individuals, I refer 
you to the reports of division commanders. 

I cannot refrain from again calling the attention of my superiors to 
the conspicuous gallantry and untiring zeal of Ool. W. H. Gibson, of 
the Forty-ninth Ohio Volunteers, He succeeded to the command of 
Willicli's brigade, and was ever prompt to dash upon the enemy with 
his gallant brigade when opportunity permitted. I have repeatedly 
recommended him for promotion. He has again won addition^ claims 
to his reward. 

Colonel Barker, commanding a brigade of Wood's division^ performed 
gallant service, under my supervision, as also did Colonel Fyffe, of the 
Fifty-ninth Ohio. They are commended to my superiors. 

17 B R— VOE XX, PT I 
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To my staff, Lieut. Ool. E. Bassett Langdon, inspector-general 5 .Maj. 
E. H. !Nodine, engineer officer; Maj. J. A. Campbell, assistant adjutant- 
general; Capt. Gates P. Tliruston, ordnance officer; Oapt. B. D. Will- 
iams, aide-de-camp ; Oapt. J. F. Boyd, assistant quartermaster ; Capt. 
Orris Blake, proTOst-marshal; Maj. Caleb Bates, volunteer aide-de- 
camp, and Capt. Horace N. Fisher, volunteer aide-de-camp and topo- 
graphical engineer, my thanks are due for their conspicuous gallantry 
and intelligence on the field. My escort, under command of Lieutenant 
Thickstun, Second Kentucky Cavalry, and my orderlies behaved^ gal- 
lantly. When my horse was shot, Orderly Cook, of the Second Indiana, 
promptly replaced him with his own. The officers of the Signal Corps 
were ever ready to perform any service in their line or as aides. 

The report of Surg. C. McDermont, the medical director of the right 
wing, is also submitted. Surgeon McDermont’s gallantry on the field, 
and his great care for the wounded, is worthy of great praise. 

My entire medical corps behaved nobly, except Asst. Surg. W. S. 
Fish, of the Third Indiana Cavalry, who fled to Kashville. He is rec- 
ommended for dismissal. 

The casualties of my wing are 542 killed and 2,334 wounded.* 

The nation is again "called to mourn the loss of gallant spirits who fell 
upon this sanguinary field. First of these, Brig. Gen. J. W. Sill, com- 
manding First Brigade, Third Division. He was noble, conscientious 
in the discharge of every duty, and brave to a fault. He had no ambi- 
tion save to serve his country. He died a Christian soldier, in the act 
of repulsing the enemy. 

Such names as Eoberts, Schaefer, Harrington, Stem, Williams, Eead, 
Housum, Drake, Wooster, and McKee, all field officers, and many other 
commissioned officers of the right wing, who fell vindicating their flag, 
will never be forgotten by a grateful country. 

Complete lists of the killed and wounded will be furnished from each 
regiment. There will be a map of the field sent forward to-morrow. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. Mod. McOOOK, 

Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding Eight Wing, 

Maj. 0. Goddaed, 

Chief of Staffs Fourteenth Army Corps. 


Ho. 16. ’ 

Report of Surg. Clarice McDermont, U. 8. Army, Medical Director. * 

Medical Dieectoe’s Oeeice, Eight Wing, 

Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 14, 1863. 

SiE : I transmit, for the information of the commanding general, the 
accompanying report of the casualties that occurred in the right wing 
during the late battle of Murfreesborough : 

While the loss of so many brave men must be a source of profound 
sorrow to the general, it will afford him some satisfaction to know that 
the wounded were not neglected. Throughout the severe and protracted 
struggle our surgeons exerted their utmost energies in alleviating the 
sufferings and promoting the comfort of their unfortunate brethren, and 

* But see revised statement, pp. 207-309. 
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succeeded, as far as it was possible to do so with, the means at their 
disposal. 

When, on the second day of the battle, it became evident that the 
territory occupied by our hospitals would fall in possession of the enemy, 
I directed a sufficient number of surgeons and attendants to remain in 
charge, and not to desert the wounded in any event. These officers 
were exposed to much danger, as the contending armies swept past; 
but they remained faithfully at their posts, and were unceasing in their 
attentions to the wounded during the three days that elapsed before the 
recovery of this territory by our troops. 

The enemy took from them a large portion of the medical and hos- 
pital stores and instruments, and our men were compelled to seek for 
dressing materials, bedding, &c., among the families in the rear of the 
lines. Much kind assistance was received from citizens in the vicinity, 
and no violence was experienced at the hands of the Confederate sol- 
diers. 

It affords me much pleasure to bear testimony to the efficiency and 
self-denial of the medical officers of the* right wing. During that long 
week of hardship and exposure they labored day and night, regardless 
of their own safety and comfort, and only anxious for the well-being of 
the wounded intrusted to their care. 

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant. 

0. McDEEMON'T, 

Snrg, U. 8* Vols,, Medical Director, Bight Wing, 14:th A. (7. 

Major Campbell, 

Asst Adjt Gen., Bight Wing, Fourteenth Army Cor;ps. 


General stmimary of casualties of Higlit Wing, 


22d Indiana 

6th Wisconsin Battery. 

15th Wisconsin 

74 th nimois 

59th Illinois 

35th Illinois 

25th Illinois 

'75th Illinois 

2 1st Illinois 

2d Minnesota Battery. 

Slst Indiana 

101 St Ohio 

8th Wisconsin Battery. 
38th lUiuois 

Total 


49th Ohio... 
15th Ohio... 
93d Ohio... 
1st Ohio... 
39 th Indiana 
32d Indiana 
Gth Indiana 
30th Indiana 
29th Indiana 
89th Illinois 
7pth Bjinolft 


Eegiments. 


STBST DIVISION. 



SECX)ND DIVISION. 


7 

72 

33 

43 

53 

79 

22 

198 

5 

48 

125 

4 

no 


46 

8 

87 

41 

50 

64 

95 

24 

245 

7 

54 

143 
5 

144 


175 


838 


1,013 


96 

96 

41 

38 

109 

41 

52 

100 

22 

45 


112 

113 

53 

46 

139 

53 

67 

129 

26 

55 




^ot reported. 
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General summary of MUed and wounded at the tattle of Stones River, — Continued. 

sECOinj DmsiOK 
(S. Masks, medical director.) 


Regiments. 

•a 

Wounded. 

Total. 

34tli Illinois 

18 

100 

118 

77t.li Pfiniisylvania. 

4 

28 

32 

79tli Illinois 

19 

80 

09 

30th Indiana 

2ft 

100 

129 

Ctli Indiana 

15 

62 

67 

1st Ohio 

8 

38 

46 

93d Ohio 

12 

41 

1 53 

5th Kentuofey 

18 

80 

98 

32d Indiana 

12 

8 

20 

39th Indiana 

30 

109 

139 

15th Ohio 

17 

106 

123 

1st Ohio Artillery, Battery A 

1 

5 

6 

89th Illinois 

10 

45 

55 

49th Ohio 

16 

96 

112 

5th Indiana Battery 

3 

18 

21 

Total 

212 

906 

1,118 





THIRD Division.* 

(D. J. Griffiths, medical director.) 


88th Illinois 

15 


70 

2l8t Michigan 

38 

84 

302 

30th Illinois - 

45 

159 

204 

27th Illinois 

9 

35 

44 

24th Wisconsin 

19 

58 

77 

51st Illinois 

0 

48 

54 

22d Illinois 

25 

88 

113 

42d Illinois 

21 

109 

130 

44th Illinois 

6 

34 

40 

73d Illinois 

22 

52 

74 

2(1 Misaonri 

2 

22 

24 

15th Missouri 

14 

44 

58 


Total 

202 

788 

990 



General summary of Right Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, Department of the Cumberland 
(0. McDermont, medical director). 


Divisions. 

Q 

Wounded. 

Total. 

First Division 

128 ! 

640 

76£ 

Second Division...... ........... 

212 

906 

i,ns 

Third Division......... 

202 

788 1 

'99(] 

Total - 

542 

2,334 

2,87C 

s 



ITo. 17. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Jefferson 0. Davis, TT, 8, Army, commanding Mr si 

Division, 

Hdqrs. 1st Division, Eight Wing, 14th Army Oobps, 

January — , 1863. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the division .under my command in the recent operations 


This division reports no batteries, 
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against tlie enemy’s forces in the vicinity of Triune and Murfreesbor- 
ough : 

On the morning of the 26th ultimo, in compliance v'ith instructions 
received from the general commanding the right wing, I broke up camp 
at Saint James’ Chapel, on Mill Creek, and advanced upon Nolensville, 
via the Edmondson pike, as far as Prim’s blacksmith shop ; fi'om thence 
my advance was over a rugged country road, rendered almost impassa- 
ble by the incessant rain, which had been falling in torrents during the 
entire morning. 

The enemy’s i)ickets were discovered by my cavalry escort, composed 
of Company B, Thirty-sixth Illinois Yoliinteers, under command of Cap- 
tain Sherer, within a few miles of our camp. This small force of cavalry 
being the only mounted force under my command, I ordered them to the 
front, with instructions to drive in the enemy’s pickets, and to attack 
him on his flanks at every opportunity. . So effectually was this done, 
that the infantry and artillery were enabled to move with little inter- 
ruption to within a mile of Nolensville. By this time I had learned, 
from reliable information, through citizens as well as cavalry scouts, 
that the enemy occupied the town in some force, both of cavalry and 
artillery. 

The First Brigade, consisting of the Twenty-second Indiana, Seventy- 
fourth, Seventy-fifth, and Fifty-ninth Illinois Eegiments, and the Fifth 
Wisconsin Battery, commanded by Col. P. Sidney Post, was immedi- 
ately deployed for an advance upon the town. Pinney’s (Fifth Wiscon- 
sin)"battery was posted so as to command the town and all approaches 
from the southwest. The enemy’s cavalry was seen by this time taking 
position on a range of hills southwest of the town, and was evidently 
attempting to flank our position. A few shells from Pinney’s battery 
soon caused them to fall back. A battery, which by this time they had 
succeeded in getting into position, opened fire, but was, after a few 
rounds, silenced by Pinney’s guns. 

The Second Brigade, consisting of the Twenty-first and Thirty-eighth 
Illinois, Fifteenth Wisconsin, and One hundred and first Ohio Eegi- 
ments, and the Second Minnesota Battery, commanded by Colonel Car- 
lin, had by this time formed a line of battle on Post’s right, and, moving 
rapidly forward, soon engaged the enemy’s dismounted cavalry in a 
sharp skirmish. 

The Third Brigade, consisting of the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-fif A 
Illinois, Eighty-first Indiana Eegiments, and the Eighth Wiscon^Wn 
Battery, commanded by Colonel Woodruff, was deployed on the ri4,At, 
so as to check any effort which might be made to attack my flank from 
this direction. Carlin advanced in excellent order, driving everything 
before him, until ordered to halt, having dislodged the enemy from his 
position entirely. 

By this time I ascertained that the enemy would probably make an- 
other effort to resist our advance about 2 miles farther on 5 and, not- 
withstanding it was late in the afternoon, and the men were much 
fatigued ffom a hard day’s march through rain and mud, I could not 
forego the opportunity thus offered in giving them another chance to 
signalize their courage and endurance. Ascertaining the enemy’s exact 
position as well as I could, I ordered the advance. 

Their lines were soon discovered, occupying a range of high, rocky 
hills, through which the H^Tolensville and Triune pike passes, known as 
Knob Gap. This was a favorable position to the enemy, and well 
guarded by artillery, which opened fire at long range upon Carlin’s 
lines. Hotchkiss’ and Pinney’s batteries ’»^^ere rapidly brought into 
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action and opened fire, wliile Carlin’s brigade charged the battery, car- 
ried the heights in his front, and captured two guns. Post’s brigade 
carried the heights on the left of the road with but little resistance, 
while Woodruff’s brigade drove in the enemy’s skirmishers on the ex- 
treme right. 

The day had now closed, and I ordered the troops to bivouac, in ac- 
cordance with instructions from the general commanding, who arrived 
at this time upon the ground, followed by Generals Sheridan’s and John- 
son’s divisions. 

The steady, courage and soldierly zeal displayed on this occasion by 
both officers and men gave ample assurances of what could be expected 
of them in the coming struggle at Murireesborough. 

On the 27th, in accordance with the general’s instructions, the divis- 
ion took position at the junction of the Bole Jack road with the !No- 
lensville pike, 1 mile from Triune, where it remained in bivouac until 
the morning of the 29th, at which time the advance was resumed. In 
compliance with instructions, I moved forward on the Bole Jack road 
as far as Stewart’s Creek, a few miles beyond which it was reported by 
our cavalry the enemy had shown himself in considerable force. The 
general commanding arriving at this time in person at the head of the 
column, ordered a halt until the divisions in rear could be brought up. 

Brigadier-General Stanley, commanding the cavalry in advance, soon 
reported the road clear, and the march was resumed without obstruc- 
tion until the entire command reached the Wilkinson pike, 6 miles from 
Murfreesborongh. The division bivouacked during the night at Over- 
all’s Creek, miles from Murfreesborongh, the left brigade resting on 
the Wilkinson pike. 

On the morning of the 30th the division moved forward and took 
position on General Sheridan’s right, about 300 yards south of and par- 
allel to the Wilkinson pike, in which position it remained until 2 p. m. 
A few companies of skirmishers thrown to the front in a skirt of tim- 
bered land soon found those of the enemy, and for several hours a brisk 
skirmish was kept up with varying results. About 2 p. m. the general 
commanding ordered a general advance of the whole line. This the 
enemy seemed at first disposed to resist only with his skirmishers; 
gradually, however, ais both parties strengthened their lines of skir- 
mishers, the contest became more animated. Our main lines steadily 
advanced, occupying and holding the ground gained by the skirmish- 
ers until about half an hour before sunset, when the enemy’s position 
was plainly discerned, running diagonally across the old Murj&eesbor- 
ough and Franklin road. 

The enemy’s batteries now announced our close proximity to their 
lines. Carpenter’s and Hotchkiss’ batteries were soon brought into 
position and opened fire. Woodruff:’s and Carlin’s brigades by this time 
felt the fire of the enemy’s main lines, and responded in the most gal- 
lant manner. Post’s brigade, moving steadily forward on the righk 
after a most obstinate resistance on the part of the enemy, succeeded 
in driving his skirmishers from a strong position in our front, forcing 
them to retire upon his main lines. Mght soon brought a close to the 
contest. 

Eeceiving directions at this time from General McCook to desist from 
any further offensive demonstration further than what might be neces- 
sary to hold my position, I ordered the troops to rest for the night on 
their arms. Two brigades of General Johnson’s division, heretofore 
held in reserve, arrived and took position on my right, about sunset, 
thus extending our line of battle beyond the old Franklin and Mur- 
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freesborough road. These brigades were commanded by Generals Will- 
ich and Kirk. 

The night passed off quietly until about daylight, when the enemy’s 
forces were observed by our pickets to be in motion. Their object 
could not, however, with certainty, be determined until near sunrise, 
when a vigorous attack was made upon Willich’s and Kirk’s brigades. 
These troops seemed not to have been fully prepared for the assault, 
and, with little or no resistance, retreated from their position, leaving 
their artillery in the hands of the enemy. This left my right brigade 
exposed to a flank movement, which the enemy was now rapidly exe* 
cuting. and compelled me to order Post’s brigade to fall back and par- 
tially change its front. Simultaneous with this movement the enemy 
commenced a heavy and very determined attack on both Carlin’s and 
Woodruffs brigades. These brigades were fully prepared for the at- 
tack, and received it with veteran courage. The conflict was fierce in 
the extreme on both sides. Our loss was heavy and that of the enemy 
no less. It was, according to my observatibns, the best contested point 
of the day, and would have been held, but for the overwhelming force 
moving so persistently against my right. Carlin, finding his right flank 
being so severely pressed, and threatened with being turned, ordered 
his troops to retire. 

Woodruff’s brigade succeeded in repulsing the enemy and holding 
its position until the withdrawal of the troops on both its flanks com- 
pelled it to retire. Finney’s battery, which I had posted in an open 
field upon my extreme right, and ordered to be supported by a part of 
Post’s brigade, now opened a destructive fire upon the enemy’s advanc- 
ing lines. This gallant and distinguished battery, supported by the 
Twenty-second Indiana and Fifty-ninth Illinois Eegiments, together 
with a brigade of General Johnson’s division, commanded by Colonel 
Baldwin, Sixth Indiana Volunteers, for a short time brought the enemy 
to a check on our right, Hotchkiss’ battery had also by tbis time taken 
an excellent position near the Wilkinson pike, so as to command the 
enemy’s approach across a large cotton-field in his front, over which he 
was now advancing. The infantry, however, contrary to expectations, 
failed to support this battery, and, after fifing a few rounds, was forced 
to retire. 

In accordance with instructions received during the night, announc- 
ing the plan of operations for the day, I desisted from any further at- 
tempts to engage the enemy, except by skirmishers thrown to the rear 
for that purpose, until my lines had reached within a few hundred yards 
of the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, when I again determined to 
form my lines and resist his further advance. To this order but few of 
the regiments responded, their ranks being much thinned by killed and 
wounded; and not a few had availed themselves of the favorable oppor- 
tunity offered by the dense woods, through which we were compelled to 
pass, to skulk like cowards from the ranks. The reserve forces here 
moved to the front, and relieved my command from any further partici- 
pation in the engagement un4;il late in the afternoon, when, in compliance 
with instructions, I took position on the right. My skirmishers were im- 
mediately thrown out, and soon engaged the enemy’s, until night brought 
a close to hostilities for' the day. 

During the 1st and 2d of January the division occupied this position 
in skirmishing with the enemy’s pickets, until late in the afternoon of 
the 2d, when I received orders from General Eosecrans to hasten to the 
support of a part of General Crittenden’s command, who had been for 
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some time hotly engaged with the enemy across the river, on our ex- 
treme left. 

Moving as rapidly as possible across the river to the field of battle, I 
found our gallant troops forcing the enemy back on his reserves. The 
brigade of Colonel Woodruff, being in the advance, only arrived in time 
to participate in the general engagement. 

After relieving the troops of General Palmer and Colonel Beatty, and 
particularly the brigade of Colonel Hazen, which had so nobly vindi- 
cated their courage in the then closing conflict, I ordered a heavy line 
of skirmishers to be thrown out. The enemy’s lines were soon en- 
countered, and a renewal of the engagement seemed imminent. A few 
rounds of grape and canister from one of our batteries, however, caused 
them to withdraw, and night again brought a cessation of hostilities. 

During the night I disposed of my troops in such manner as would 
best enable me to repel an attack, and, in compliance with instructions, 
I directed rifle-pits and breastworks to be thrown up. This was done, 
and morning found us well prepared for any emergency, either oflen- 
sive or defensive. 

The following day (January 3) considerable skirmishing was kept up, 
without abatement, from early in the morning until dark. 

During the night I received orders from General Crittenden to with- 
draw my command from the east bank of the river, and to report with 
it to General McCook. This movement was executed between the hours 
of 1 and 4 o’clock in the morning, during which time the rain fell in- 
cessantly. 

The pickets about this time reported the enemy as having been very 
active in their movements during the latter part of the night, and their 
convictions that he was evacuating his position. Further observations, 
made after daylight, found this to be the case. 

The following list of casualties shows a loss in the division during the 
several engagements above described as follows ; 


Commissioned officers: 

KiUed 16 

Wounded ' 34 

Missing 2 

Enlisted men : 

Killed 176 

Wounded 784 

Missing - 399 


Total killed, wounded, and missing *1,411 


The division lost three pieces of artillery and captured two. In the 
list of officers killed are the names of Colonel Stem, One hundred and 
first Ohio; Colonel Williams, Twenty-fifth Illinois ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wooster, One hundred and first Ohio; Lieutenant-Colonel McKee, Fif- 
teenth Wisconsin ; Captain Carpenter, Eighth Wisconsin Battery, and 
Captain McCulloch, Second Kentucky Cavalry, of my staff, whose noble 
deeds of valor on the field had already placed their names on the list of 
brave men. The history of the war will record no brighter names, and 
the country will mourn the loss of no more devoted patriots, than these. 

Among the wounded are Colonel Alexander, Twenty-first Illinois; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tanner, Twenty-second Indiana ; Captain Pinney, 
Fifth Wisconsin Battery, and Captain Austin, acting assistant adjutant- 
general, on the staff of Colonel Woodruff*, whose names it affords me 
social gratificatio n to mention. 

* But see revised statement, pp. 207,208. 
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From December 26 until tbe close of the engagement, on the 4th of 
January, at Murfreesborough, no entire day elapsed that the division, 
or some part of it, did not engage the enemy. During a great part of 
the time the weather was excessively inclement, and the troops suffered 
much from exposure. A heavy list of casualties and much suffering 
were unavoidable, under the circumstances. 

It affords me pleasure, however, to be able to report the cheerful and 
soldierlike manner in which these hardships and privations were en- 
dured by the troops throughout. History will record and the country 
reward their deeds. 

My staff, consisting of Lieut. T. W. Monison, acting assistant adju- 
tant-general ; Capt. H. Pease, inspector-general 5 Captain McCulloch, 
aide-de-camp (killed ) 5 Lieut. Francis E. Keynolds, aide-de-camp; Lieut. 
Thomas H. Dailey, aide-de-camp ; Surg. J. L, Teed, medical director ; 
Captain Shriver, ordnance officer; Lieut. E. Plunket, provost-marshal, 
and Private Frank Clark, clerk to the assistant adjutant-general and 
acting aide-de-camp, deported themselves throughout the entire cam- 
paign, as well as on the battle-field, with distinguished zeal and con- 
spicuous gallantry. 

While expressing my high regard and appreciation of the general 
commanding, I desire also to tender my thanks to yourself, major, and 
to Colonel Langdon, Major Bates, Captains Thruston, Williams, and 
Fisher, of his staff, for the prompt and efficient manner in which the 
field duties were performed by then;. 

During the several engagements in which tbe division participated 
the conduct of many subaltern officers attracted my admiration by their 
conspicuous gallantry, and whose names, I regret, cannot be mentioned 
in this report. They will be remembered in future recommendations for 
promotion. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEF. C. DAVIS, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding Division. 

Maj. John A. Campbell, 

Asst Adjt Gen.j Bight Wing^ Fourteenth Army Corps. 


Ko. 18. 

Report of Lieut. Charles B. Sumphret/j Fifth Wisconsin Battery. 

Headquaetebs Fifth Wisconsin Battebt, ^ 

January 6 ^ 1863. 

Colonel : In obedience with your commands, I would respectfully 
submit the following report of the part taken and casualties suffered 
by the Fifth Wisconsin Battery in the engagements with the enemy 
since December 26, 1862: 

The battery left Camp Andy Johnson, December 26, and marched to 
iNolensville, where it arrived and engaged the enemy’s cavalry about 2 
o’clock of the same day. 

After firing a number of rounds of shell and canister into the town, 
the enemy fell back about a mile, where they made a stand in a very 
strong position, and planted a battery. The battery followed, and were 
soon iffaying upon them from all its guns. The enemy soon retired, 
leaving one of their guns upon the field. Camped upon Ihis ground lUt 
night, and the next day (December 27) marched forward about 4 miles 
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and camped until the 29th. ultimo, when we were ordered in the direc- 
tion of Murfreesborough. Advanced about 8 miles and camped in tne 
woods, without tents or fires. The next morning advanced slowly, and 
camped within sight of the enemy’s lines,* fired a few rounds from the 
Parrott guns, and again the men lay by their guns, without tents or 
fires, aU night. At daylight we were up and ready for an attack. As 
soon as it became light the enemy could be seen from our position, in 
great numbers, marching upon the right wing. We were soon ordered 
to its support, and in a short time took position in a corn-field, supported 
by the Twenty-second Indiana Eegiment on the right, and the Fifty- 
ninth Illinois on the left. The enemy could be seen in heavy force ad- 
vancing upon us. We opened fire immediately from all our guns. They 
soon made their appearance over a knoll directly in front of our guns. 
A few rounds of canister caused them to move to the left, under cover 
of a thick clump of bushes. They were followed by another line, and 
lihey then advanced upon us. After firing upon them for about thirty 
minutes, the order was given to limber up and fall back. This was done 
in good order, though we were obliged to leave one gun and two cais- 
sons on the field, on account of the horses being killed. 

The battery fell back to the Murfreesborough pike in good order, when 
the rebel cavalry dashed in from the left and captured the whole bat- 
tery, with the exception of one gun. We were soon relieved by our own 
cavalry, and the battery was got together, and fired a few rounds at 
the enemy’s cavalry, who were in strong force about 2 miles in rear of 
our former position ; lay by our guns that night, and the next morning 
jJa nuary 1) were ordered to join our brigade, near our present position. 
We took position, and lay there until the afternoon of January 2, when 
we were ordered over the stream to the left of the pike, where we lay 
within sight of the enemy’s lines until the morning of the 4th, when we 
fell back to our present position. During the time of action the officers 
and men behaved with coolness and bravery, and though they were ex- 
posed to the weather, with uncooked rations, not a man appeared un- 
willing to do his duty. They were much worn out, but the two days of 
rest that they have had fitted them for the field. 

The following is a list of casualties suffered:* Killed, 1 private; 
wounded, 1 officer and 5 men ; missing, 4 ; taken prisoners, 2. Total 
loss, 1 captain and 11 enlisted men, 2 wagons and 12 mules. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OHABLES B. HUMPHEEY, 
Lieutenant^ Commanding Fifth Wisconsin Battery, 


Ko. 19. 

Report of Lieut. Senry L. Stiles, Eighth Wiscomin Battery. 

Headqitartees 8th Wisconsin Batteet, 

3d Beio., 1st Div., Eight Wing, 14th Aemy Coeps, 

January 9, 1863. 

Geneeae : I have to report the following as a detailed account of 
the part taken by the Eighth Wisconsin Battery in the recent engage- 
meuts near Murfreesborough, Tenn., December, 1862, and January, 
1863 : 

December 26, 1862, by order of Brigadier-General Woodruff, we formed 


Nominal list omitted. 
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in battery three different times at ¥olensville, and fired 38 rounds at the 
enemy; effects of the shots unknown. 

December 30, we took up our line of march with the brigade. By 
order of Brigadier-General Woodruff, we took position in front about 
noon and shelled a piece of woods in our front for two hours, when we 
were ordered to advance. We then came into position on the left oi 
the Third Brigade, in the edge of a belt .of timber, near a small corn- 
field, in the immediate vicinity of the enemy, from which point we shelled 
them until dark, the enemy only firing two shots at us while in this 
position, one of which struck a tree over one of our caissons, the other 
burst in our front, a piece of shell striking the wheel of a gun-carriage. 
At dark we fell back with three of our guns, by order of General Wood- 
ruff, and stationed ourselves over a hill in the rear of the infantry, re- 
maining all night with harness on our horses ; one gun on picket. 

December 31, as soon as it was light, we took a position to the left oi 
the position occupied the night before, with our three guns. Immedi- 
ately on taking our position the enemy charged on us in force. We 
opened on them with canister, with good effect, checking them consid- 
erably. Our infantry support here gave way, and we were ordered to 
fall back. Capt. Stephen J. Carpenter was killed before we ceased 
firing, and 4 men wounded. Our battery retired in some confusion, 
with the loss of one 10-pounder Parrott gun, and 11 horses killed and 
wounded. 

By order, we again came into position in a large corn-field in our 
rear, from which point we opened on the enemy, and continued to fire 
until our support left us, when we were again obliged to fall back. We 
then moved a little to the right and rear, when we came into position 
and opened on the enemy as they advanced out of the woods in oui 
front. We did some execution with canister and shell, but our support 
again leaving us we were obliged to fall back. By this time the con- 
fusion seemed to have become general ; our battery fell back to the 
rear and left, and reported to Brigadier-General Woodruff^s headquar- 
ters at 3 o’clock in the afternoon with three guns, 50 men, and one gun- 
hmber, 

January 1, 1863, by order of General Woodruff, we drew 100 rounds 
of ammunition, and sent one 6-pounder gun, caisson and limber, to a 
10-pounder Parrott g*un to the rear, where they were captured by the 
enemy, with 1 man taken prisoner and 3 horses lost. Went into posi- 
tion with two guns, and remained till next day. 

January 2, were ordered to march with the brigade. Moved to the 
left, and took a position between our brigade and that commanded by 
Colonel Carlin, by order of General Davis, commanding division. Imme- 
diately on coming into position the enemy opened a volley of musketry 
•on us, when we were ordered to fire. Opening on them with canister, 
they soon fell back, 

January 3, we lay in front all day, exposed to the fire of the enemy’s 
sharpshooters. 

January 4, at 3 o’clock in the morning, we were ordered to fall back 
to our former position on the pike, which we did, thus ending the fight 
on our part. We fired about 400 rounds of ammunition during the 
engagements. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

HEISTEY E. STILES, 

Lieut^ Oom^g, Mglith Wisconsin Battery^ Volunteer ArtUlery. 

Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, 

Comdg, Mrst Division^ Bight Wing ^ fourteenth Army Corjps* 
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Fo. 20. 

Eejport of Col. P. Sidney Post, Pifty-nintli Illinois Infantry^ commanding 

First Brigade. 

Headquaetees Fiest Beigade, Fiest Division, 

Eight Wing, Foueteenth Aemy Coeps, 

In Gampy south of Murfreesloroughj January 9, 1863. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the First Brigade in the late engagements, resulting in 
the taking of Murfreesborough: 

In compliance with the order of Brigadier-General Davis, command- 
ing division, wo left camp, at Saint James’ Chapel, at daylight Decem- 
ber 26, 1862, and marched in the direction of J!^olensville, this brigade 
being in advance. We soon came upon the enemy’s cavalry. Com- 
pany B, Thirty-sixth Illinois Cavalry, under direction of Captain Pease, 
of Brigadier-General Davis’ staff, occupied the road, and the Fifty- 
ninth Illinois Infantry was thrown out as skirmishers on each side of 
it. A lively skirmish was kept up until we reached Nolens ville, when 
the enemy appeared in force and opened upon the brigade with artil- 
lery. 

The left of our line of battle rested upon the pike, the right occupying 
a hill commanding the town. Captain Finney’s (Fifth Wisconsin) bat- 
tery opened upon the enemy and drove them from the town. 

A large force of cavalry was seen moving to the right and dismount- 
ing, with the evident intention of attacking our right and rear and dis- 
lodging us from the hill. The Twenty-second Eegiment Indiana Infan- 
try was moved to the right to repel this attack, and Colonels Carlin’s 
and Woodruff’s brigades deployed, by order of Brigadier-General Davis, 
upon our right, soon came up, and the enemy were driven from their 
position and forced to withdraw their artillery. 

This brigade, on the left of the line of battle, moved forward up the 
pike leading to Triune, Finney’s battery being on the pike, the Twenty- 
second Indiana and the Seventy-fourth Illinois on its right, and the 
Seventy-fifth and Fifty-ninth Illinois on its left. The enemy were 
posted in a position of great natural stren^h, about 2 miles from Nolens- 
ville, on the right and left of the pike, with one section of artillery on 
and the remainder near the road. Finney’s battery, from a knoll to the 
left of the pike, opened at short range with aU his guns, and this bri- 
gade, on the left of Colonel Carlin’s, marched steadily forward, driving 
the enemy from the hill, where they were compelled to abandon one piece 
of artillery. This march had been made in a drenching rain, and the 
men, exhausted by their exertions upon the muddy road and the ex- 
citements of the day, bivouacked on the field, for the possession of 
which they had fought. The following day this brigade marched in 
rear of Colonel Carlin’s nearly to Triune, it raining constantly and being 
very cold. 

December 29, we marched in rear of Colonel Woodruff’s brigade, on 
the Bole Jack road, toward Murfreesborough. About 2 miles from 
Overall’s Creek, by order of Brigadier-General Davis, I deployed the 
brigade on the right of the road, and moved forward nearly to the creek, 
where we bivouacked in the rain, without fires. 

On the morning of December 30, we marched across* the fields on the 
right of the Wilkinson pike, the Seventy-fourth and Seventy-fifth Eegi- 
mehts Illinois infantry deployed on the right of Colonel Carlin’s bri- 
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gade, and being tbe right of the entire army, the Fifty-ninth Regiment 
Illinois Infantry in reserve to support the battery, and the Twenty-sec- 
ond Regiment Indiana Infantry in a position to protect the right flank 
from the enemy’s cavalry, which were continually hovering about and 
engaging the skirmishers. ' I directed Captain Sherer, who, by order of 
Brigadier-General Davis, reported to me with Company B, Thirty-sixth 
Illinois Cavalry, to throw out skirmishers and march upon our right 
flank, where he repeatedly engaged and drove back tE% cavalry threat- 
ening our line. The skirmishing in front grew more brisk, and late in the 
afternoon the enemy were found in force, strongly posted, and opened 
upon us, with artillery from our front and right, killing 1 and wounding 
several men. Captain Hale, acting as major of the Seventy-flfth Illi- 
nois, and Lieutenant Hall, of my stafl; each had a horse killed under 
him. 

General Kirk’s brigade at this time moved into position upon our 
right. Captain Finney’s battery drove back the enemy from our front, 
and, under cover of his fire, our skirmishers were advanced to the open 
field, when night closed the contest. The men lay down without fires 
or shelter, and in the morning were awakened and standing in order of 
battle one hour before the first dawn of light. The battery horses stood 
at their pieces during the night, ready for any emergency. 

As soon as it became light, the enemy were discovered moving in 
great numbers toward our right, and nearly parallel with our line, with 
the evident design of turning the right wing of the army. I immedi- 
ately dispatched Lieutenant Jones, of my staff, to inform Brigadier- 
General Davis. 

The right of the brigade extended into a dense and almost impene- 
trable thicket of cedars, connecting there with the left of General Kirk’s 
brigade, and in that direction nothing could be seen on account of the 
thicket. For more than half an hour the enemy’s dark columns flowed 
toward our right, where the volleys of musketry and their advancing 
cheers from that direction assured me that they had driven the bri- 
gades on our right from their position, and were already in our rear, 
and I accordingly changed front nearly perpendicularly to the rear to 
meet them. 

The Seventy-fourth Illinois, Col. Jason Marsh, and the Seventy- 
fifth Illinois, commanded by Lieut. Col. J. E. Bennett, were stationed 
behind a fence in the edge of the timber. By order of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Davis, several companies were added to our force of skirmishers, 
and, under his direction, Finney’s battery took position in a corn-field, 
with the Fifty-ninth Illinois Infantry, commanded by Oapt.H. E. Faine, 
supporting it on the left. Ferceiving that the enemy were still far be- 
yond our right, I deployed my reserve regiment, the Twenty-second 
Indiana, Colonel Gooding commanding, on the right of the battery. 
The Sixth Regiment Indiana Infantry, having been separated from its 
brigade, was placed about 400 paces in rear as a reserve. 

Captain Finney opened upon the advancing line with all his guns^ 
and when they came within range of his canister and the fire of the 
supporting regiment, the execution was so great that the entire line 
recoiled before it, but, after temporary confusion, they were rallied and 
lay down. The enemy opened a battery upon the hill and advanced a 
second line. f 

Captain Finney’s guns were splendidly handled, and great credit is 
due to Lieutenants Humphrey, Gardner, and McKnight, and to the 
men of the company, for their promptness and skill. Ko shots were 
wasted over the beads of tbe enemy. For about thirty minutes this 
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fierce contest continued, while the enemy on our right had advanced, 
so as to again endanger our rear. 

As those in front rallied and charged upon the battery on the double- 
quick, the Fifty-ninth Illinois Eegiment fixed bayonets to receive them, 
but, with the large force unopposed upon our right, the position was 
already untenable, even though that in front was repulsed, and I ordered 
the battery withdrawn. 

Captain Pinney was dangerously, if not mortally, wounded. He fell, 
and was left on the spot where he executed his most gallant deeds. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tanner, of the Twenty-second Indiana, and many 
others seriously wounded, were left upon the field. 

Eighteen of the battery horses were disabled, and one gun, in conse- 
quence, could not be brought off. One Parrott gun had but two wounded 
horses before it. I ordered the Fifty-ninth Eegiment to drag the guns 
to the rear. As the battery reached the Kashville pike, it was charged 
upon by cavalry, and partially captured, but they were quickly driven 
away by the Fourth Eegiment Eegular Cavalry, and, crossing Overall's 
Creek, it took a position, under the direction of Lieutenant Hall, on a 
hill to the right of the Nashville pike, from which it repeatedly shelled 
and drove back the enemy’s cavalry, endeavoring to take possession of 
the road. 

The Seventy-fourth and Seventy-fifth Illinois Eegiments fell back 
across the cotton-field, and, under the direction of Lieutenant Jones, who 
also rallied a number of detachments from other regiments, made a de- 
termined resistance, again checking the foe. The fresh troops from the 
reserves here relieved the brigade, and I proceeded to the pike, reformed 
my shattered battalions, and supplied them with ammunition. 

I was soon ordered by Brigadier-General Davis to move up the pike 
and take position on the right of the line, and here, exhausted, the men 
lay down for the night. 

The next morning I was ordered to occupy the open field to the left 
of the pike, where I caused a breastwork to be thrown up, the battery 
being in position to enfilade the enemy’s lines attempting an attack. A 
strong force of skirmishers was thrown out, covering our front and right. 
The enemy opened a battery upon us, but, after a few well-directed shells 
from Pinney’s Parrott guns, they ceased firing. 

During the following day the constant skirmishing was kept up on 
our front, and a number of prisoners were taken. Late in the after- 
noon we were ordered to cross Stone’s Eiver. The stream was swollen 
from the heavy rains, but the entire brigade, hearing the volleys of 
musketry on the other side, plunged into it with cheers and debouched 
upon the field, which was still being contended for, and, rapidly form- 
ing, hurried to the front. All that stormy night, the men who had been 
previously soaked in fording the river, stood their arms without fires, 
the TwenV-second Indiana and Seventy-fifth Illinois busily engaged in 
constructing a breastwork. During the night our pickets, under charge 
of Major Dutcher, of the Seventy-fourth Illinois, contested for the pos- 
session of the fields and woods in our front, and advanced a considera- 
ble distance. 

Substantial breastworks were completed during January 3, under a 
constant fire of sharpshooters, and at night, in a pouring rain, the men 
again lay upon their arms. 

At 2 o’clock the next morning the battery was ordered to recross the 
river, and at 4 o’clock, in a torrent of rain, the brigade forded the swol- 
len stream and took its former position on the right, where it remained 
until January 6, when, passing through Muyfreesborough, we encamped 
^t this place. 
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During the long contest, and notwithstanding the extreme inclemency 
of the weather and the scarcity of provisions, no word of complaint was 
heard. Officers and men seemed alike anxious to do their full duty as 
patriot soldiers. In our advance they pushed forward boldly, and when 
greatly superior numbers were hurled against them they awaited the 
onset with the utmost coolness and determination. The temporary 
confusion which occurred when they fell back was caused, to a consid- 
erable extent, by the large force of skirmishers thrown out to check the 
enemy, having been driven toward the left, instead of directly upon 
their own regiments. The deliberation and order with which the Sev- 
enty-fourth Illinois retired is especially commended. 

During the series of engagements the several regimental commanders 
displayed great persistence and resolution, and everywhere encouraged 
their men. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded to the dauntless and skillful 
Captain Pinney, whose characteristic conduct elicited compliment even 
from his foes. 

I herewith transmit the reports of the regimental and battery com- 
manders, together with a full list of casualties. 

The gallant bearing of Captain Hale, of the Seventy-fifth Illinois, who 
had chief command of the skirmishers,* of Captain Litson, of the Twen- 
ty-second Indiana, and of Sergt. P. S. Ferguson, of Company G, Fifty- 
ninth Illinois, one of the skirmishers, is deserving of mention. Assist- 
ant Surgeon Corbus, of the Seventy-fifth Illinois, and Assistant Surgeon 
Bunce, of the Fifty-ninth Illinois, remained with and took care of our 
wounded while the fight was raging around them. 

The zeal and decision shown hy Lieutenants Jones, Hall, Hatch, and 
Baker, members of my staff, and the intrepidity of my faithful orderly, 
George Fogle, demand my highest commendation. 

The names of the self-constituted messengers, who carried to Nash- 
ville, with such unparalleled celerity, the tidings of the battle of Decem- 
ber 31, have already been forwarded. In the hour of trial, showing 
themselves false as the news they manufactured and disseminated, their 
infamy only makes more bright by contrast the imperishable record of 
those who nobly struggled or bravely fell in that unequal contest. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. SIDNEY POST, 
Colonel^ Commanding First Brigade. 

Lieut. T. W. Moerison, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ First Division. 


No. 21. 

Eejport of Oapt. Hendriclc F. Fcuine^ Fifty-ninth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Fifty-ninth Eeg-imbnt Illinois Volunteers, 

In Camp near Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.j January 10, 1863. 

Sir : In compliance with an order from brigade headquarters, I re- 
spectfully submit the following report : 

The regiment which I have the honor to command broke up camp, 7 
miles south of Nashville, on the morning of the 20th of December, the 
men carrying three days’ rations in their haversacks, all of our trans- 
portation and camp equipage having been ordered within the fortifica- 
tions at Nashville, 
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As we approaclied INolensville, my whole regiment was deployed as 
skirmishers, where we did efficient service in feeling for the enemy, and 
driving in his pickets, who took refuge in the houses on the outskirts 
of the town until they were finally driven out and repulsed. The regi- 
ment was then assembled, and formed the left of the line of battle of 
the First Brigade, as it moved upon the enemy’s batteries and cavalry, 
south of the town, drawing him from his position with a loss of one or 
more of his guns. We lay on our arms that night and next day 5 moved 
forward and went into camp near Triune, where we remained all the 
day following. On the morning of the 29th took up our line of march 
toward Murfreesborough. The continued heavy firing in front gave 
evidence of the near proximity of the enemy. Bivouacked for the night, 
and next morning (30th), at an early hour, were on the march, moving 
by the front in line of battle. By noon it became evident that the 
enemy were in force in our front. At that time I was ordered, with my 
regiment, to support Captain Finney’s Fifth W isconsin Battery. During 
the p^ m. Captain Finney opened on the enemy’s battery, when my 
men were exposed to the shot and shell of the enemy’s fire. After Cap- 
tain Finney had silenced or driven his battery from the field, we moved 
forward and bivouacked until morning. That night was very cold, and 
the men suffered very much from its effects. At daylight, on the morn- 
ing of the 31st, we were in line of battle, in full view of the enemy, who 
appeared to be moving in strong force to our right. I was then ordered, 
together with Captain Finney’s battery, to hold ourselves as a reserve, 
and were moved a short distance to the rear; at the same time the line 
of battle was formed in our front, and the firing became heavy both on 
our right and left. 

It soon became evident that the enemy was closely pressing our right, 
and our lines were raiiidly extended in that direction. At the same time 
my regiment and Captain Finney’s battery were ordered to the front to 
engage the enemy across an open field, I immediately faced my com- 
mand in the direction indicated, and moved forward in good order. At 
the same time the long lines of the enemy appeared on the opposite side 
of the field, moving directly to our front. When we approached within 
short musket range, I gave the order to fire, and lie down and load, 
which order was promptly responded to ; at the same instant the enemy’s 
balls came whistling over us in awful proximity to our heads. I do not 
know how long we remained in that position, but my men poured a 
deadly and destructive fire upon the enemy, who had laid down to avoid 
its terrible effects, until regiment after regiment on our right gave way, 
when I, reluctantly, received the order to fall back. At the sameinstant 
Captain Finney was severely wounded, and the horses from two of his 
guns were either disabled or killed, when my men gallantly took hold 
and assisted to haul the gtins from the field by hand, exposed all the 
while to a deadly fire of the enemy’s musketry and grape and canister 
shot. We continued to move to the rear in reasonably good order, 
forming twice and firing upon the pursuing enemy, until we were beyond 
the range of his fire, when we formed and awaited the orders of our 
brigade commander. When the brigade was reformed^ we took our 
position in line of battle in the frontj where we remained during the re- 
mainder of the day and the succeeding night. 

I cannot speak too highly in praise of the bravery displayed by the 
officers and men under my command. All nobly did their duty. To 
Capts. B. M. Veatch and James M. Stookey, acting field officers, I espe- 
cially return my thanks for the efficient aid they rendered me, and the 
promptness with which they executed jny orders during the series of 
18 R R— VOL XX, PT I 
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battles and skirmishes in which we have been engaged during this cam- 
paign. My regiment took part in all the subsequent movements made 
by our brigade up to the present time. 

I can’t but admire the patience and fortitude exhibited by the officers 
and men of my command during the present campaign, part of the time 
on short rations, and all the time exposed to the inclemencies of the 
weather, without tents or blankets, being compelled to bivouac in the 
presence of the enemy without fire, yet I heard no complaints uttered. 
All were willing and anxious to do their duty. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

H. E. PAINE, 

Gapain^ Gomdg. Fifty-ninth Illinois Infantry Regiment, 
Ool. P. Sidney Post. 


No. 22. 

Report of Gol. Jason Marshy Seventyfourth Illinois Infantry, 

Hdqes. Seventy-foueth Eegt. Illinois Yols., 

In Camp near Murfreeshoroughy January 7, 1863. 

Ser : I have the honor to report that the Seventy -fourth Eegiment 
Illinois Volunteers, under my command, left camp near Nashville on the 
26th ultimo, early in the morning, for Murfreesborough, in the advance 
brigade. Coming up in the afternoon, near Nolensville, with the enemy, 
apparently in considerable force, mainly, of cavalry and artillery, my 
command was immediately formed in a line of battle and advanced. A 
brisk cannonading was opened on both sides, the enemy’s shots and 
shell frequently reaching within our lines, occupying an exposed posi- 
tion within shot range, but no damage was done. The enemy soon fall- 
ing back, a brisk pursuit was kept up until night, when we bivouacked, 
without fire, keeping up constant and thorough watch against sur- 
prise through the night. The next day, being exceedingly rainy, we 
marched but about 5 miles, without special incident, and bivouacked 
for the night, my regiment meeting the inclemency of the weather and 
discomforts of the march with the fortitude and cheerfulness of veteran 
soldiers. Eesting in the camp over the Sabbath, I resumed the march 
early Monday morning by a cross-road leading from the Nolensville to the 
Murfreesborough turnpike j bivouacked at night in a drenching rain, on 
short rations, after our exceedingly toilsome day’s march over an almost 
impassable road. The next morning I had my command in line at 3.30 
o’clock, standing at their arms until daylight, when, resuming the march 
in the direction of Murfreesborough, we came up with the enemy about 
noon, and a slight firing was kept up between skirmishers during the 
day, our column slowly and cautiously advancing, the enemy retreating. 

Just at night, near the edge of a cedar thicket, as our line was ad- 
vancing, the enemy opened a brisk fire from a masked battery, within 
short range, making it necessary for the entire line to fall back a short 
distance to a line of battle selected for the operations of the day follow- 
ing. My regiment, being directly in range of the enemy’s fixe, M. 0. 
Felmly, corporal, of Company K, was killed, and J. B. Gaspares, cor- 
poral, of the same company, was seriously wounded. A strong picket 
guard was thrown out about 30 rods in front, which occasionally drew 
fire from the enemy’s pickets ; their camp-fires being not more than 
three-quarters of a mile distant, extending along the farther edge of a 
corn-field, a long distance beyond the extreme right of our division, 
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indicated a strong force of the enemy massed on our front and right. 
My command was formed in line of battle, close behind a narrow strip 
of cedar thicket, nearly covering onr front, and skirting a strip of open 
level ground, about 20 rods wide, to the corn-field occupied by the en- 
emy’s pickets. Being thus satisfied of the close proximity of the enemy 
in strong force, and apprehending an attack at any moment, I deemed 
it necessary to use the utmost precaution against surprise, and, accord- 
ingly, in addition to general instructions, bivouacked without fires, and, 
to maintain a cautious, quiet vigilance, I ordered my command to 
stack arms, each man to rest at the butt of his musket, and without 
using his shelter-tent, although the night was dark, chilly, and some- 
what rainy, and the men cold, wet, weary, and hungry. I deemed it 
objectionable to use their shelter-tents, not only because of the hin- 
drance in case of a sudden attack, but even in a dark night they would 
be some guide to the enemy to trace our line. At a little before 4 a. m. 
my men were quietly waked up and formed into linej remained standing 
at their arms until moved by subsequent orders. 

As soon as it became sufficiently light to discern objects at a distance, 
I could plainly observe the enemy moving in three heavy columns across 
my front to the right, one column striking out of the corn-field and mov- 
ing defiantly along the edge of the open ground, not more than 60 to 80 
rods from and about parallel with my line. It was plainly seen that the 
fire of my skirmishers took ehect in their ranks, and in emptying saddles, 
to which, however, the enemy seemed to pay no attention. This move- 
ment continued from a half to an hour, when a brisk discharge of mus- 
ketry at considerable distance to my right indicated a rapid advance of 
the enemy on the right flank, and at the same time their columns were 
advancing in overwhelming force directly in front, and extending to the 
left as far as could be seen. At this time my command was ordered to 
fall back, and to change front to the rear, or nearly so, forming behind 
a fence. This movement was executed in good order, without the least 
confusion or faltering. In the course of ten or fifteen minutes the ene- 
my’s line approached, but, as previously instructed and ordered, my 
command reserved their fire until within short range, when they opened 
with terrible effect upon the advancing ranks, and holding them com- 
pletely in check until they had delivered 10 to 15 rounds. I maintained 
this position until the regiments on the right and left of me had fallen 
back 30 to 40 rods, and, the enemy’s line directly in front breaking and de- 
ploying right and left and about to flank me, I ordered a retreat, which 
was effected in tolerable order; at least, without the least appearance 
of a panic. From this point, having fallen back in a straight line be- 
tween half and three-quarters of a mile, I effected a stand with a con- 
siderable portion of my regiment, but could maintain it only long enough 
to deliver a few shots. 

I should here mention that early in the morning three companies of 
my command had been thrown out as skirmishers, who, in consequence 
of the first change of line, and of their fidelity and bravery in discharg- 
ing their duty, had been cut off from the regiment, and unable to rally 
upon it, until at this point. 

First Lieutenant Leffingwell, in command of Company A, came up 
with a few of his men, and rendered most efficient aid in rallying the 
regiment. I commend his conduct on this occasion as indicating an 
efficient, faithful, and brave officer. Falling back from this line a short 
distance, I succeeded in rallying about half of the regiment in rear of 
the reserve force, which was now driving the ^nemy back, when, being 
ordered to form on the brigade, my command had no further part iq 
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the fighting of the day, except that two companies of my regiment were 
sent out just at night as skirmishers, under command of First Lieuten- 
ant Blakesley, who rendered important service in a brilliant skirmish 
with a large cavalry force. 

The day following my regiment was put in line of battle at an early 
hour, and stood at their arms till near night, momentarily expecting to 
make or receive an attack. 

On Friday, just at night, my command was put in rapid march across 
Stone’s Eiver, to the extreme left, where a fierce battle was raging, but 
was closed just before our arrival, by the retreat of the enemy. Late 
in the evening we bivouacked here, without fires, in such close proximity 
to the enemy’s line as to produce frequent skirmishing between the 
pickets during the night, which was intensely dark and stormy. Ee- 
maining here through the following day and night, suffering the severi- 
ties of an almost uninterrupted storm, without fires or shelter, until 4 
o’clock Sunday morning, I returned with iny command to the camp 
previously occupied. 

The hardships, privations, and exposures in the march from Louisville 
to Grab Orchard, and thence to Nashville, have been regarded nearly 
unendurable by new troops, and yet while they sink into utter insignifi- 
cance compared with those of our march and engagements during these 
eight days, I have the gratification of knowing that my regiment have 
met and endured them with the utmost promptness, fortitude, and cheer- 
fulness, facing the enemy in the heat of battle with the coolness, courage, 
and determination of experienced soldiers and true patriots, ready at 
every call to face new danger without faltering, undergoing the most 
extraordinary labor and exposure without murmuring, and evincing* 
under all circumstances a spirit of subordination and discipline worthy 
of the highest commendation. 

I have also the pleasure to say that during all these trying hardships 
the general health of the men has been better than at any time since 
we left Louisville. While I have such occasion to commend the fidelity, 
bravery, and good conduct of all the officers of my command, save one, 
I should fail to do justice were I to omit to make special note of the 
cool, persistent courage of Oapt. J. H. Douglass, in remaining at his post 
under the fire of the enemy, and of his promptness and efficiency in form- 
ing and maintaining the lines during the day. It is not to be presumed 
that all the meritorious acts of privates will come within the personal 
observation of the commander of a regiment, but having been eye- 
witness of the fearless bravery and enthusiastic zeal of Private Charles 
A. Allen, of Company E, during the operations of Wednesday, as well 
as at other times, I commend him as worthy of promotion. 

I desire also to acknowledge my obligations to Major Dutcher and 
Adjutant Nieman, for their constant and able assistance during this 
eventful period. 

The casualties in my command, a.s more fully stated in the report 
herewith forwarded, are : 


Killed 8 

Wounded 35 

Missing 42 

Total 85 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JASON MAESH, 

Colonel Seventy-fourth Illinois Volunteers. 

Col. P. Sidney Post, 

Commanding First Brigade. 
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:^o. 23. 

Report of Lieut* Col* John E. Bennett^ Seventy-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqes. Seyenty-pipth Eegt. Illinois YoLimTEEPS, 

In the Fields January 7. 18(33. 

Sir : 1 have the honor to make the following report of the Seventy- 
fifth Illinois Volunteers since the breaking up of camp near Nashville: 

December 26, took up line of march and, same day, engaged in skirmish, 
with no loss 5 were ordered to support the battery, and soon drove the 
enemy from the town of Nolensville, and camped for the night. 

December 27, at 10 a. m., marched on, while it rained very hard, to 
Hardee’s old camp. 

December 28, staid in camp. 

December 29, moved on toward Murfreesborough, and camped near 
the enemy, and no fires allowed. 

December 30, marched in line of battle across fields. Company I 
was sent in advance, as skirmishers, commanded by Captain Hale. 
Soon came to the enemy, and fired on them. The enemy returned the 
fire, and wounded 2 men and killed Captain Hale’s horse. Company I 
fell back, and a general engagement commenced, but with no more loss 
to the Seventy*fifth Eegiment. Camped for the night, and slept on 
their arms. 

December 31, a large number of the enemy attacked our right at 
daylight, and our men fell back in confusion. 

January 1, 1803, in camp all day, and not engaged in any fighting. 

January 2, 1863, men rested near their arms till about 4 p. m., when 
a general engagement commenced. The enemy was driven back with 
great loss. The Seventy- fifth moved to support our men, but were not 
engaged in the fight. 

January 3, 1863, built breastworks of rails and logs, and the men had 
laid by their arms for nearly two days, with no fire, and rain most of 
the time. During the long battle the men behaved gallantly. The 
officers also performed their part well. Captain Hale, acting major, 
has shown himself a brave and efficient officer, but was compelled to 
leave his regiment, after being wounded in the face and thigh. Captain 
Watson, acting lieutenant-colonel, has taken a prominent part, and is 
competent to fill any office to which he may be appointed. 

Nothing important has transpired since January 3, 1863. We are 
now camped 2 miles south of Murfreesborough. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN E. BENNETT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding. 

Col. P. Sidney Post. 


No. 24. 

Report of Col. Michael Gooding, Twenty-second Indiana Infantry. 

Hdqes, Twenty-second Indiana Volunteers, 

Rear Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863. 
Sir : In compliance with orders received from brigade headquarters, 
I have the honor herewith to transmit the following report of the part 
taken by my regiment in the several late engagements: 

On Friday, the 26th of December, I, with my regiment, reached Nolens- 
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yille, where the enemy were posted in considerable force. I threw my 
regiment into line of battle on the right of the brigade, occupying a 
strong position on a high ridge reaching from our extreme right to the 
town, on our left. The fight had already begun, and the enemy now 
opened on us a heavy fire of canister and grape, but, fortunately, too 
high, and no serious injury was done us. The enemy’s cavalry now 
moved to their left, with the evident intention of gaining our right flank 
or rear, but in this attempt they were foiled, for I now threw out a 
heavy body of skirmishers, who, with one section of Captain Pinney’s 
Fifth Wisconsin Battery, not only held the enemy in check, but drove 
them from their ground. With the brigade, my regiment pursued the 
fleeing enemy, driving them from every position, li^ight now set in, and 
we bivouacked till morning, lying on our arms. 

From thence we marched toward Murfreesborough. On the morning 
of the 30th we came in contact with the enemy’s pickets, and drove them 
for 3 miles through a dense thicket of cedar and underbrush. But our 
advance was now checked by a heavy fire from the enemy’s batteries. 
The cannonading lasted for some hours, but with little eflect. Night 
now again set in, and we laid down on our arms, facing the foe, and 
only 300 yards distant. We could plainly hear the rebels converse dur- 
ing the night. At daylight next morning they could be seen moving 
to our right, by thousand's, which movements were promptly reported. 
I now sent out five companies to the front as skirmishers, instructing 
them to fall back as our lines did, which they did, hotly contesting every 
inch of ground, and shooting down numbers of the enemy. With the 
remaining five companies of my regiment I took position on the right of 
the Fifth Wisconsin Battery. I was now on the extreme right of our 
lines. The enemy made their appearance in great numbers, advancing 
in solid column from the dense cedar thickets in our front. On and on 
they came, nothing daunted at the heavy charges of canister and grape 
the battery on our left was pouring into their ranks. When they had 
advanced within 30 yards, I ordered my regiment to fire, which they did, 
with deliberate aim. Our fire was returned by a raking fire from their 
extended lines of infantry, while their batteries played on us from our 
front and right. Our battery being hotly pressed, began to fall back, 
and I ordered my regiment to fall back. 1 rallied them again on the 
right of General Eousseau’s command, and took position on the right of 
a battery, and successfully aided in supporting it. Late in the evening 
of the same day I was ordered to the right of the division again, where 
we remained until the evening of the 2d of January, at which time I 
was ordered, double-quick, to the support of our left across the river. I 
reached them just as the enemy were giving way and being hotly pur- 
sued by our forces. Nothing worthy of note occurred during the night 
and the following day. On the night of the 3d the enemy retired, leav- 
ing us undisputed possession of the field. 

I here wish to mention the names of some of the officers of my regi- 
ment who distinguished themselves by their courage and bearing : 
Capt. W. H. Taggart, Company O; Lieut. William F. Eiggs, Company 
F; Lieut. John Gooding, Company A; Lieut. Patrick Carney, Com- 
pany D, Lieut. Col. T. B. Tanner was severely wounded in the hip 
while at his post in the performance of his duty. Major Shea and Ad- 
jutant Adams rendered themselves highly conspicuous in attempting to 
Tsilly the regiment, and by their bravery and noble daring. Capt. Will- 
iam Powers, Company Lieut. A. I). Sawyer, Company B^ Lieut. 
E. V. Marshall, Company I; Capt. W. H. Snodgrass and Sergt. A. J. 
Moss, commanding Company G, are brave and good officers, and did 
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their whole duty. With few exceptions, the men of my regiment fought 
with a willingness and determination rarely equaled. But while I TnairA 
favorable mention of the above-named officers, I cannot but censure the 
conduct of Oapt. N. De Versey, Company A ; Lieut. James McGrayel 
and Lieut. A. W. Griffith, Company G, and Lieut. L. C. Orrill, Company 
K, who left the field in the early part of the engagement. On the morn- 
ing of the 31st of December they went to hlashville, taking with them 
quite a number of non-commissioned officers and privates of my com- 
mand, most of whom were taken prisoners and paroled at La Vergne, 
and who are stni at Nashville. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

M. GOODING, 
Colonel, Commanding Begiment, 

Lieut. S. M. Jones, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


No. 25. 

BepoH of Col. William P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 

Headquarters Second Brigade, First Division, 
Eight Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, 

January 6, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of this brigade since leaving Emob Gap, near Nolensville, Decem- 
ber 27, 1862 : 

The brigade took up the line of march on the morning of the 27th, in 
a heavy rain, in the direction of Triune, bivouacking within 1 mile of 
that place, where it remained during the 28th, moving on the morning 
of the 29th in the direction of Murfreesborough. 

That night we bivouacked on Blackman’s farm, miles west of that 

town. 

Early on the morning of the 30th we crossed Overall’s Creek, on the 
right of the Wilkinson pike, and took up po.sition in a heavy wood south 
of Asa Griscom’s house. 

At 2 p. m. I was ordered to advance ; passed through a corn-field, 
entering another heavy wood, where my skirmishers first met those of 
the enemy. Before making this advance, Brigadier-General Davis, com- 
manding division, informed me that my brigade was to direct the move- 
ments of the division, and that Colonels Post and Woodruff, command- 
ing, respectively, the First and Third Brigades, were ordered to keep 
on a line with me. My skirmishers, under Lieutenant-Colonel McKee, 
Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, continued to drive those of the enemy 
through the wood for about one-fourth of a mile, when I halted and 
sent a request to Colonels Post and Woodruff to keep pace with my 
advance. 

At this point my skirmishers, having suffered severely, were with- 
drawn, and my battery (Second Minnesota, Capt. W. A. Hotchkiss) 
opened on the enemy with canister and spherical case, inflicting serious 
damage. 1 then threw forward another line of skirmishers, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McMackin, Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, which ad- 
vanced so slowly that my front line of battle soon closed upon it, driving 
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in, liowever, the skirmishers of the enemy. My first line of battle was 
now within 180 yards of the enemy’s line, at the house of Mrs. William 
Smith. 

At this point a battery, about 100 yards west of the house, opened with 
canister upon the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, and another, on the 
east of the house, 250 yards distant, on the Fifteenth Wisconsin Volun- 
teers, killing and wounding a number of my men. Here it was my in- 
tention to halt until the First and Third Brigades should come up, on 
my right and left, respectively 5 but Col. J. W. S. Alexander, command- 
ing Twenty -first Illinois Volunteers, without instructions from me, 
ordered his regiment to charge on the battery in his front. His com- 
mand was moving, with a shout, at double-quick step, within 80 yards 
of the battery, already abandoned by its cannoneers, when a very heavy 
fire was opened upon it by infantry, which lay concealed behind fences 
and outhouses, on the right and left of the battery. This fire killed and 
wounded a large number of the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, and 
threw the left companies into ’some disorder, when the regiment was 
halted and formed on the right of the Fifteenth 'Wisconsin Volunteers. 

The fight was now fakly opened, and continued vigorously until 
night by the front line of my infantry and tlie battery which had been 
placed between the two regiments. The batteries in our front were soon 
silenced, but another was then opened on my right flank, distant about 
500 yards, which completely enfiladed my lines and considerably injured 
us 5 but this, too, was driven out of sight by Captain Hotchkiss, after 
a vigorous and well-directed fire. 

Again I sent a request to Colonels Post and Woodruff to come up, 
but they continued to remain in rear of my lines. I maintained my 
position during the night, having at dark relieved my front line by the 
Thirty-eighth Illinois and One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers. 

My loss during this day, in killed, wounded, and missing, was about 
175 officers and men. Before daylight on the morning of December 31, 
perceiving indications of an advance by the enemy, I retired my battery 
al^out 200 yards. At daylight the enemy advanced. Seeing that the 
troops on the right and left of my line would not come up, I fell back, 
with my infantry on a line with my battery, and made a stand ; the 
Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers about 200 yards to the rear, and on the 
right of the One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers ; the Fifteenth 
Wisconsin Volunteers were posted on the rocks in front of my battery, 
and the Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers on the left of the One hundred 
and first Ohio Volunteers. 

My men were falling rapidly on the front line, and, wishing to in- 
crease the fire on the enemy, I sent an order to Colonel Alexander to 
advance and form on the right of the One hundred and first Ohio Volun- 
teers, and to Colonel Heg, Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, to form on 
the left of the Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, and to my battery to 
retire. To my surprise, I received a reply from Colonel Alexg^nder that 
he was already so hotly engaged that he could not come forward. The 
startling intelligence was also at this moment communicated to me, by 
one of my orderlies, that all our forces on our right had left the ground. 
Immediately afterward a heavy fire of musketry and artillery from the 
enemy, from my right flank and rear, unmistakably announced that I 
was also attacked from that direction. 

On my left Woodruff’s brigade had left the ground. My command 
was thus exposed to fire from all points, except the left of my rear. 
When too late to retire in good order, I found that I was overpowered, 
and but a moment was wanting to place my brigade in the hands of 
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length* The long, sad list of killed and -v^^ounded forms the truest eulo- 
gium on the conduct of the troops composing this brigade, and it is by 
that list I wish it to be judged. 

Of the 10 field officers of the regiments, 3 were killed and 2 wounded. 
Seven horses were shot under the regimental, field, and staff officers. Of 
my orderlies, Private Pease, Company B, Thirty-sixth Illinois Y olunteers, 
had his horse shot under him while carrying my orders. Private 
Knox, same company, also had his horse shot under him, and while 
endeavoring to procure another horse for me was wounded by a grape- 
shot and again by a Mini6 ball, and Corporal Hart, Thirty-eighth Illinois 
Volunteers, was stunned and disabled by a cannon ball. 

1 deem it my duty to call the special attention of the general com- 
manding the Fourteenth Army Corps to Col. John W. S. Alexander, 
Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, and Col. Hans C. Heg, Fifteenth Wis- 
consin Volunteers. While every field officer under my command did his 
duty faithfully. Colonels Alexander and Heg, in my opinion, proved 
themselves the bravest of the brave. Had such men as these been in 
command of some of our brigades, we should have been spared the 
shame of witnessing the rout of our troops and the disgraceful panic, 
encouraged, at least, by the example and advice of officers high in 
command. 

Lieut. Col. D. H. Gilmer, commanding Thirty-eighth Illinois Volun- 
teers, was always at his post and attending to his duty. Maj. Isaac M. 
Kirby, One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers, took command of the 
regiment after the ffiU of the brave Colonels Stem and Wooster, and 
conducted it to the rear, reduced to about 100 men, 

Capt. W. A, Hotchkiss, commanding Second Minnesota Battery, and 
all his officers and men, deserve credit for their gallantry in the fight, 
and energy in preventing the loss of the battery. 

Among the staff officers of this army who made themselves useful in 
rallying the scattered men, Dr. L. F. Eussell, Second Minnesota Battery ; 
Lieut. S. M. Jones, Fifty-ninth Illinois Volunteers ; Captain Thruston, 
aide-de-camp to Major-General McCook, and Chaplain Wilkins, Twenty- 
first Illinois Volunteers, came especially under my observation. 

On the night of December 31 this brigade was ordered to take up posi- 
tion near the Nashville pike, 4 miles from Murfreesborough. 

January 1, 1863, slight skirmishing with the enemy continued during 
the day, in which we killed several, capturing 13 prisoners and paroling 
11 others, wounded. 

At 3.30 p. m. January 2, while hard fighting was progressing on our 
left, I received orders from General Eosecrans to report to him in person. 
He directed me to take my command to the left, form it in two lines, 
and, should I find our forces repulsed by the enemy, to allow our men 
to pass through my lines, and, on the approach of the enemy, give a 
whoop and a yell, and go at ’em. With a brigade which, in three days’ 
hard fighting, had been reduced from 2,000 to 700 and greatly dis- 
couraged, I felt serious apprehension that I would not be able to fulfill 
the expectations of the general, and, to prepare him for such a result, 
I informed him of the condition of my brigade. He said, ^^Tell them 
they must do it for us and for the country.” I told him I would do my 
best. My men fell into ranks with the utmost alacrity and marched to 
the scene of the conflict, a great portion of the way on the double-quick, 
crossing Stone’s Eiver at a ford. All apprehensions that I had pre- 
viously entertained now vanished. I felt confident that they would not 
only charge the enemy, but would repulse them. Before reaching the 
ground designated, however, I learned that the enemy had already been 
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driven back in confusion. I continued my march, and, under the direc- 
tion of Brigadier- General Davis, placed my command in the advance, 
relieving the command of Colonel Hazen. It was now dark. We main- 
tained our ground till the morning of January 4, when we returned to 
our position on the right. ' 

My loss in killed, wounded, and missing in the engagement at Knob 
Gap, near Kolensyille, December 26, and the battles of December 30 
and 31, 1862, and in front of the enemy east of Stoners Elver, January 
2 and 3, 1863, is as follows : 



I cannot close this report without expressing my obligations to the 
following named officers of my staff for their zeal, fidelity, and courage 
in all the severe engagements embraced in this report, viz : Capt. S. P. 
Voris, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral; Capt. W. O 4 Harris, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers; Lieut. 
Albert Woodbury, Second Minnesota Battery, and Lieut. Walter E. 
Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers. Also to my faithful orderlies, 
Pease, Knox, Amick, and Hart. Private Alexander C. Hosmer, One 
hundred and first Ohio Volunteers, my clerk, though not required to go 
into the battle, was constantly at my side to carry my orders. 

Kegimental reports and lists of casualties are herewith iq^closed; also 
a report of the engagement at Knob Gap, near Kolensville, December 
26, 1862. 

A topographical sketch, showing the ground passed over and posi- 
tions occupied by this brigade on December 30 and 31, 1862, is herewith 
inclosed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. CAELIlSr, 

Colonel Thirty-eighth Illinois Yohmieers^ Commanding. 

Lieut. T. W. Moeeison, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ko. 26, 

Beport of Maj. Isaac M. Kirby, One hundred and first Ohio Infamtry. 

Keae Muepeeesboeoxtgh, 

January 5, 1863. 

Captain : On the morning of December 26, 1862, in our proper posi- 
tion in the brigade, the regiment (Colonel Stem commanding) marched 
from our camp, near Nashville, out on the Edmondson pike. Com- 
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missioned ofiScers reported for duty, OoL Leander Stem, Lieut. Col. M. 
F. Wooster, Maj. I. M. Kirby, Adjt. Leonard D. Smith, First Surg. T. 
M. Cook, AssL Surg. Walter Caswell, Second Lieut. D. H. Fox, Com- 
pany A 5 First Lieut. S. B. Beckwith, Company B; Capt. B. B. Mc- 
Donald and Second Lieut. John B. Biddle, Company C } Second Lieut. 
John M. Latimer, jr.. Company D ; First Lieut. Lyman Parcherand 
Second Lieut. E. D. Lord, Company E 5 First Lieut. A. E. Hillyer, Com- 
pany F; Capt. John Messer and First Lieut. John P. Fleming, Com- 
pany G ; Second Lieut. J. I. Keff, Company H ; Capt. K. M. Barnes 
and Second Lieut. H, A. Taggart, Company T ; Second Lieut. P. F. 
Cline, Company K, and 441 enlisted men. 

Early in the afternoon of the same day the regiment formed in line of 
battle to attack the enemy near Nolensville. Deploying a line of skir- 
mishers, we moved to the front about a half a mile, with some little 
firing on the part of our skirmishers, who succeeded in capturing 2 
prisoners. WJbiile halting at this point, the enemy wms discovered at- 
tempting to plant a battery on a hill one-half or three-quarters of a 
mile distant. By order of Colonel Carlin, the regiment was wheeled 
into line, bayonets fixed, and moved forward to take that battery at all 
hazards. The enemy retired on our approach. We were again moved 
forward, by the right of companies to the front, on the enemy in their 
new position, a mile distant from this point. Forward we marched, 
under a heavy fire of shell. Arriving within a quarter of a mile of the 
enemy’s battery, we formed into line, and, led by Colonel Stem, charged 
at double-quick, succeeding, together with the rest of the brigade, in 
taking one gun and 4 prisoners. We were again ordered forward a 
short distance, but soon called off to rest for the night. Our loss was 
3 men wounded. Second Lieutenant Cline fell from the ranks on the 
last charge^ afterward reported himself stunned by concussion of shell. 

The next day, December 27, we marched out near Knob Gap, where 
we rested till Monday morning, December 29, when we again took up 
our line of march bn the Murfreesborough road, going into camp, near 
this place, ^oon after dark. 


At or near 10 o’clock, Tuesdi^y morning, December 30, the regiment 
was moved forward in ‘^double column at half distance,” supporting the 
Twenty-first Eegiment Illinois Volunteers. About 3 o’clock in the after- 
noon the Twenty-first became engaged with the enemy, the One hundred 
and first lying a short distance to the rear, supporting the Second Min- 
nesota Battery, which was engaging a battery of the enemy. Just at 
dark the Twenty-first fell back through our lines, leaving us in front. 
This day our loss was 2 men wounded. Before moving forward, Second 
Lieutenant Cline reported himself unfit for duty, and permission was 
g*anted him to go to the rear. Immediately upon taking the front for 
the night, we advanced a picket line. The regiment was ordered to 
sleep on their arms. Ten men were kept on guard immediately in front 
or the regimental lines, and one field officer constantly on the watch 
during the night. 

At early daylight, Wednesday morning, December 31, the enemy was 
discovered moving in heavy force to our right; soon after their skir- 

Ootad Catita, 



distance to the rear, which he performed in j-ood order. Here the firinsr 
wiisve^v severe. Our forces falling back'on our right, without Sf 
knowledge, the enemy turned our right flauk, and poured a terrific cross- 
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fire upon our lines, wMch we were unable to stand 5 consequently tbe 
regiment fell back in some disorder. It was at this time Colonel Stem 
and Lieut. Col. Moses F. Wooster fell, mortally wounded, while gal- 
lantly and nobly attempting to bold the regiment in line. Colonel Stem 
fell just as he had called out, Stand by your colors, boys, for the honor 
of the good old State of Ohio.” We again succeeded in rallying the 
regiment at the fence, just at the edge of the woods, where we stood 
under a terrific fire until we had permission from Colonel Carlin to re- 
treat. Then the march became quite disorderly, through the corn-field 
and cotton-field, to the edge of the timber, where we again rallied ; were 
in turn driven from there 5 rallied again in the woods ; marched in good 
order to a new line of battle 5 were finally ordered from that position, 
and formed in front of a dense cedar thicket, from which position we 
were soon driven in some confusion ; but we rallied about 30 men on the 
colors, and led them back into the cedars, but were driven from that, 
and rallied for the last time on the railroad, from which position we 
were marched with the brigade a short distance to the rear, and rested 
till near 3 o’clock in the afternoon. At this time there were present 
Captain McDonald, Captain Messer, Captain Barnes,' Adjutant Smith, 
Lieutenant Fox, Lieutenant Latimer, Lieutenant Nieff, Lieutenant Par- 
cher, and Lieutenant Beckwith, all of whom performed their whole duty 
nobly during the entire day. 

We were moved from here to a position in front, west of the railroad, 
which we occupied till Friday afternoon, January 2, about 4 o’clock, 
when w^e were taken on double-quick to the left of the lines, and lay in 
line of battle during the night and till the afternoon of Saturday, Jan- 
uary 3, at which time, being quite sick. Colonel Carlin granted me per- 
mission to go to the fires in the rear. Captain McDonald, assuming 
command, reports to me that tbe regiment was not actively engaged 
from that time till 3 o’clock a. m. Sunday, January 4, when they were 
relieved and marched to this place, where I joined the regiment early 
Sunday morning, though not able for duty. 

The loss in the regiment, so far as I have yet ascertained, is, Col. 
Leander Stem, mortally wounded, died at 6 o’clock J anuary 5, 1863 5 Lieut 
Col. Moses F. Wooster, mortally wounded, died January 1, 1863 ; First 
Lieut. Asa E. Hillyer, mortally wounded, died January 4, 1863 ,* Sec- 
ond Lieut. John B. Biddle, killed on the field 5 First Lieut. John P. 
Fleming, wounded in the arm, supposed to be a prisoner; Second 
Lieut. E. D. Lord, slightly wounded ; killed, 15 enlisted men 5 wounded, 
122 ; missing, 92.* 

Second Lieut. Henry A. Taggart I have not seen since early in the 
morning, December 25, 1862, but think he has gone to Nashville. He 
was quite unwell, and excused by the surgeon, and may have been taken 
to Nashville on account of sickness. It is difficult to make selections of 
commanding officers for gallant conduct, when all who are now present 
performed their duty so gallantly, but cannot lose this opportunity to 
thank Capt. John Messer and First Lieut. Lyman Parcher for their 
determined efibrts during the battle to serve their country and sus- 
tain the reputation of the regiment. To Adjt. Leonard D. Smith I am 
particularly indebted for valuable assistance and the heroic examples 
he gave others. Color Sergt. James M. Eoberts deserves mention here 
for gallant conduct. He never faltered, always planted the colors 
promptly where directed, and never moved them till ordered. My 
thanks are due to Orderly Sergt. Samuel Strayer, commanding Com- 
pany K, for managing his company well till he fell, wounded, on the 


But see revised statement, 208. 
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field, and to Orderly Sergt. Isaac P. Eule, for taking command of 
Company I from January 1 to January 5, Captain Barnes being sick 
and unfit for field duty. 

First Lieut. Asa E. Hillyer and Second Lieut. John B. Biddle fell 
while heroically attempting to rally their men. The regiment has lost 
in them officers whose places cannot be filled, and the country patriots 
who served faithfully to the last. 

The regiment is particularly indebted to Asst. Burg. Walter Caswell 
for gallantly staying by them under the heaviest fire. 

We have now present for duty 10 commissioned officers and 178 en- 
listed men. Present, on detached service, 15 enlisted men, and report 
19 enlisted men known to have gone to Nashville. 

Eespectfully, 

I. M. KIEBY, 

Major j Gomdg. One hundred and first Begt. Ohio Vol. Infty. 

Capt. Samuel P. Voeis, 

Acting Assistayit Adjutant- General, 


No. 27. 

Beport of Col. William E, Woodruffs commanding Third Brigade, 

Headquaetees Thied Beigade, Fiest Division, 

Eight Wing, Foueteenth Amrs : Coeps, 

January 5, 1863. 

Sie: I have the honor to report the operations of the Third Brigade, 
First Division, of the right wing, in the five clays^ battle before Mur- 
freesborough. 

This brigade having held the advanced position on OveralPs Creek 
in the afternoon and night of Monday, December 29, was the base of 
formation for the line of battle on Tuesday morning. At an early hour 
on the morning of the 30th, I received instructions that we would move 
forward in line of battle. 

I was directed to join my left with Brigadier-General Sill’s brigade, 
holding the right of the Second Division, under Brigadier-General Sheri- 
dan, and that Colonel Carlin, commanding the Second Brigade of the 
First Division, would connect his line with my right. 

This brigade was accordingly formed in two lines, the Thirty-fifth Illi- 
nois Eegiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, on the right 5 the Twenty- 
fifth Illinois Eegiment, Col. T. D. Williams commanding, on the left, in 
the first line of battle, and the Eighty-first Indiana Eegiment, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Timberlake, in the second line in reserve, the extreme 
left on the right of [the Wilkinson*?] turnpike; the Eighth Wisconsin 
Battery, of four guns, Captain Carpenter commanding, being placed in 
the interval between Brigadier-General Sill’s right and my left. My 
front was curtained with two companies of skirmishers, detailed from 
the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-fifth Illinois Eegiments, under the com- 
mand and immediate supervision of Major Mcllwain, of the Thirty- 
fifth Illinois Regiment. The commands to my right and left were 
formed in the same manner.' 

We moved forward on the morning of Tuesday, the 30th, at about 10 
o’clock, and halted on the edge of a la:^e cotton-field, immediately in 
front of a wood running parallel with th^nrupike, our lines facing Mur- 
freesborough, which was in a southeasterly direction. This was about 
11 a. m. 
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IsTo enemy being visible in our front, I caused a few shells to be 
thrown into the woods beyond, but met no response. The topography 
of the country in this line and in my front was a cotton-field, which we 
then occupied, at the farther end of which was a belt or strip of timber, 
ending at a corn-field on my left and front, and immediately in front of 
Brigadier-General SilPs right. This corn-field extended to a narrow, 
heavy-timbered wood, bordered by a rail fence. Beyond this timber 
was a corn-field, receding toward a ravine, terminated by a bluff wood 
bank, along the foot of which, in the ravine, was the enemy^s line of 
battle, with its supports and artillery on the elevation. 

We remained in position until about 3 j). m., when my skirmishers 
were ordered forward to occupy the belt of timber, which they did. 
Major Mcllwain, who was in command, reported to me that the enemy’s 
skirmishers were in the farthest wood to our front and left, and desired 
me to send him a further support of one company, which was sent him, 
with orders to press their skirmishers back. The skirmishing soon com- 
menced briskly, and my brigade was ordered to advance, which it did in 
admirable order, and was halted in the first belt of timber. 

Desiring to know the position of the enemy’s line, and the situation 
of their skirmishers, I proceeded to the line of skirmishers, to assist in 
directing their movements and urge them on, and, having given them 
directions in person, returned to my command, to be ready to move for- 
ward to their support. The- wood was so thick and brushy on my right 
that it was difficult to see farther than the left of the Second Brigade ; 
but as I discovered it advancing, we moved forward also, to protect its 
flank. Sheridan’s division had halted some 100 yards in rear of my bri- 
gade, his line of skirmishers joining my line of battle. 

At this juncture my skirmishers commenced falling back rapidly, 
and I endeavored to get the officer in command of those of Sheridan’s 
division to advance to their support, as those of my brigade had not 
only driven the enemy from my front, but General Sill’s also; but, as 
he had no orders to move forward, he refused. The emergency being 
imminent. Colonel Williams was ordered to detach the left company 
of his regiment, and deploy it forward as skirmishers, to relieve or 
strengthen those engaged, as circumstances might require, while the 
brigade was advanced to support them. 

The command pressed forward in splendid order, and soon became 
hotly engaged, and drove the enemy back through the wood and corn- 
field in their own lines. As we were now far in advance of any sup- 
port upon the left, I deemed it advisable to halt and wait for them to 
come up, and, therefore, took position in rear of the rail fence, my right 
nearly at right angles to my line of battle, thereby obtaining an oblique, 
as well as direct, fire; but the space to be occupied by this brigade was 
so great that the Eighty-first Indiana Eegiment was ordered up to com- 
plete my line, thereby leaving me no reserves. 

The battery was placed in the angle of the fence to protect my right 
and front. Shortly after taking this position, Brigadier-General Sill 
joined me on the left. We remained in position, receiving a heavy fire, 
and occasionally replying with shell, until toward night, when the enemy 
opened a heavy artillery fire, apparently on the right of Colonel Carlin’s 
brigade. Thus, discovering their battery, and mine being in good range 
and position to enfilade theirs. Captain Carpenter was ordered to 
silence their battery, ^hich he did in handsome style in about five min- 
utes. 

An attack of infantry was then made from the same point on Colonel 
Carlin, and as their lines presented the same advantage, Captain Car- 
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penter again opened firewitli sucb terrific effect that their yells of pain, 
terror, and anguish, as otir shells exploded in their dense ranks, could 
be distinctly heard where we stood. So well was the battery served 
that their attack ceased, and darkness closed the conflict. 

We slept on our arms without fires, prepared for the battle which we 
well knew would open on the morrow. During the night we discovered 
what appeared to me to be a continued movement of troops, which led 
me to believe that the enemy were massing troops on our right, which 
information I had the honor to report to my immediate superior, Brig- 
adier-General Davis. 

As soon as day dawned I examined the line of battle, and, as I had 
no supports, placed three pieces in battery on my left, and pointed out 
to Brigadier-General Sill the weakness of the line at this point, and 
requested him to order up some regiments of his brigade, held in re- 
serve, to strengthen his right and protect my left, feeling certain that 
the enemy meditated an attack, and that it would be made at that place. 
He agreed with me, and immediately ordered up two regiments, which 
remained there but a short time, and then resumed their former positions 
as reserves. Deeming the knowledge of this fact of paramount impor- 
tance, I dispatched a staff officer to Brigadier-General Davis to give 
him the information. Afterward the general informed me that I must 
hold the position as best I could, for he had no supports to send me. 

Almost simultaneously withithe withdrawal of the reserves ordered 
up by Brigadier-General Sill, the enemy made their attack in five heavy 
lines, and we were immediately engaged. Captain Carpenter^s battery 
opened with terrific effect with grape and canister, and they were mowed 
down as grass beneath the sickle, while the infantry poured in a well- 
directed and very destructive fire. Sheltered by the rail fence, they 
were partially protected, and fired with the coolness of veterans. 

As soon as the battle became general, the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin, 
which joined my left, gave way, leaving my battery and left flank ex- 
posed to an enfilading fire. I finally succeeded in rallying them as a 
reserve. At this moment the right of Brigadier-General Sills brigade 
commenced to swing to the rear, and Colonel Carlin’s was discovered 
falling steadily back. 

I then received orders to take position to the rear, some 300 yards, in 
the belt of timber. I informed the staff’ officer who brought the order 
that we could maintain our position if supported. He said the order 
was peremptory, and 1 hastened to execute it, but not until 1 was flanked 
both on the right and left. The brigade moved to the rear in good 
order, and halted on the new line ; but the right and left continuing the 
march, and being severely pressed, we made a vigorous charge and 
drove the enemy back in our front, and, strange to say, not only carried 
our point, but swung the enemy’s lines upon right and left with it. 

Had we been supported here, they would have been routed ; as it was, 
we regained our position occupied when the battle opened, but could 
hold it but a moment, when we were forced to yield to superior num- 
bers, and steadily fell back to the ground, from which the charge was 
first made. Prom this point we charged a second time, compelling the 
enemy to yield ground, but qur ammunition beginning to fail, and no 
wagons to be found from which to replenish the stock, the brigade was 
ordered to hold its position as best it could, and, if pressed too hard, to 
fall steadily back until the battery could be got into position to protect 
their movement across the cotton-field. I placed the battery in position, 
and gave the officer in command (Sergeant German) directions where to 
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fire, pointiug- out to him the position of the brigade, and what he was 
required to do. 

The ammunition of the regiments now entirely failing-, and a perfect 
rout appearing to have taken place, the brigade fell back to the ground 
occupied by them on the morning of Tuesday. At tins time the whole 
wing was in the utmost confusion, and I used every* endeavor to rally 
and organize them, but without avail. There seemed to be no fear, no 
panic, but a stolid indifierence, which was unaccountable. Oflcers and 
men passed to the rear ; no words or exhortation could prevent them. 
In three difierent positions I used every exertion to reform our lines, 
but it became impossible. Eeaching the Murfreesborough pike, a stam- 
pede or panic commenced in the wagon-train, but, succeeding in getting 
a regiment across the road, it was stopped, and, by a vigorous charge 
of cavalry, saved from the enemy. 

We were then placed in reserve to our division along the Murfrees- 
borough pike, and there waited in anxious expectation to make or repel 
attacks until the afternoon of Friday, when we were ordered to move 
in double-quick to the extreme left, to support the division which was 
being driven in by the enemy, and, although fatigued and worn out by 
exposure to the rain, without tents or blankets, for seven days, and want 
of sleep (two days of which time we had had nothing to eat but parched 
corn), the command, with yells of joy, rushed forward, and, after fording 
the river three times, pushed the enemy back with the greatest rapidity, 
the ground being covered with rebel dead and wounded. We went into 
position about 2 miles from the ford, and on the extreme left. During 
the night we threw up an abatis of rails, and laid on our arms, without 
fires, in a drenching rain. 

The next morning (Saturday, January 3) we expected an attach, but 
none occurred during the day. That night we changed position to the 
right again, nothing but picket skirmishing having occurred during the 
day. When the morning of Saturday passed without an attack, I be- 
came satisfied in my own mind that the enemy were evacuating Mur- 
freesborough, and so expressed it. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the gallant conduct of the officers 
and men under my command. If indomitable daring, cool courage, and 
invincible bravery in the midst of the turmoil of such a battle, when all 
space seemed occupied by some deadly missile, amid carnage and noise, 
be any proof of heroism, they certainly possess it. Many instances of 
personal daring and feats qf individual prowess were visibly performed, 
but I must refer you to the reports of subordinate commanders for names 
and instances. 

To the officers and men of the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-fifth Illinois 
Eegiments and Eighth Wisconsin Battery I owe especial thanks for the 
determined bravery and chivalric heroism they evinced throughout ; 
and also to the officers and men of the Eighty-first Indiana, a new regi- 
ment, the first time under fire, who, with but a few exceptions, man- 
fully fronted the storm of battle, and gave earnest proof of what may 
hereafter be expected of them. 

I desire to call the attention of the commanding officer to the gallant 
conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, commanding the Thirty-fifth 
Illinois, whose cool, steady courage, admirable deportment, and skillful 
management evinced the soldier, true and tried, and who at all times 
proved himself worthy of the trust he holds. Major Mcllwain, of the same 
regiment, I cannot praise too much ; his good management and skillful 
handling of the skirmishers, of which he was in charge, elicited enco- 
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miums of tv ell- merited compliment — at all times cool, determined, and 
persevering. Lieutenant-Colonel Timberlake and Major Woodbury, of 
tbe Eighty-first Indiana, displayed manly courage, and held their regi- 
ment firm and steady under heavy fire ; for officers young in the service 
their efforts areworthy of imitation. Oapt. W. Taggart, who succeeded 
to the comman<Fof the Twenty-fifth Illinois Eegiment, behaved as a 
soldier should, everywhere efficient, and ever ready to execute orders. 
First Sergeant German, of the Eighth Wisconsin Battery, merits much 
praise for the cool, skillful, and determined manner in which he served 
his battery after he succeeded to the command. 

To my staff, Capt. George Austin, acting assistant adjutant-generalj 
Capt. A. C. Keys, Lieut. 0. P. Ford, Lieut. John F. Isom, Lieut. William 
E. McChesney, and Lieut. H. S. Park, I owe especial thanks for the 
manner they served upon the field, carrying my orders, wherever re- 
quired, through a storm of shot, shells, and bullets, regardless of all 
save the performance of their duty. 

During the conflict it became necessary, in the absence of staff officers 
on duty, to make use of orderlies to supply their places. In connection 
herewith I take great pleasure in testifying to the brave conduct of 
Orderlies A. T. Greeman ard Abijah Lee, on my escort. 

Amid the glorious results of a battle won, it gives me pain to record 
the names of the gallant men who offered up their lives on the altar of 
their country ; but we must drop the tear of sorrow over their resting- 
place, and offer our heartfelt sympathies to their relatives and friends, 
trusting that God will care for them and soothe their afflictions. And 
while we remember the noble dead, let us pay a tribute of respect to 
the gallant Col. T.D. Williams, Twenty- fifth Illinois Eegiment, who 
died in the performance of his duty. He fell with his regimental colors 
in his hands, exclaiming, “We will plant it here, boys, and rally the old 
Twenty -fifth around it, and here we will die.’’ Such conduct is above 
all praise, and words can paint no eulogium worthy of the subject. And 
here let me call the attention to the conduct of Captain Carpenter, of 
the Eighth Wisconsin Battery, who fell gallantly serving his guns until 
the enemy were within a few yards of their muzzles. He died as a sol- 
dier would wish to die, with his face to the foe, in the smoke and din of 
battle. 

The casualties of the command are small in comparison to the fire 
they received and the service done. 

The Thirty-fiith Illinois lost 2 commissioned officers wounded, 8 pri- 
vates killed, 49 wounded, and 32 missingj the'Twenty-fifth Illinois, 1 com- 
missioned officer killed and 3 wounded, 14 privates killed, 69 wounded, 
and 35 missing ; the Eighty-first Indiana, 2 commissioned officers killed, 
2 wounded, and 1 missing, 3 privates killed, 40 wounded, and 39 miss- 
ing 5 the Eighth Wisconsin Battery, 1 commissioned officer killed, 4 pri- 
vates wounded, and 19 missing. Total, 4 commissioned officers killed, 
7 wounded, and 1 missing j 25 privates killed, 162 wounded, and 125 
missing. Aggregate killed, wounded, and missing, 324.* 

I hope a portion of those missing may yet return, as all cannot have 
been made prisoners. 

I have the honor to submit the above report to your consideration, 
and remain, dear sir, yours, most respectfully, 

W. E. WOODEUFP, 
Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade. 

Lieut. T. W. Mobrison, 

Acting As&istant Adjutant-General^ First Division.' 


* But see revised statement, p. 208. 
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Report of Capt Wesford Taggart^ Tioenty-fifth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Twenty-pipth Regiment Illinois ITols., 

Third Brigade, First Division, Eight Wing, 

Camp near Mwrfreeslyoroiigli^ Tenn.^ Jamiary 8 , 1863. 

Sir : I liave the lionor of submitting to you the following report of 
the operations of the Twenty-fifth Regiment Illinois Infantry during the 
late battle before Murfreesborough, Tenn. : 

The regiment left camp, near Nashville, Tenn., at 6.30 a. m. December 
26, 1862, under command of Maj. R. H. Nodine, and, after a march of 10 
miles, in company with balance of brigade, encountered a force of the 
enemy near Nolensvilie. 

About 3 p. m. were deployed on the right of the brigade j Companies 
A, I, and K were thrown out to the front as skirmishers. After sharp 
action, of about two hours^ duration, the enemy were driven back, and 
we bivouacked for the night on the field, the rain falling in torrents. 
Took 1 prisoner of the Eighth Texas Cavalry. 

At 7 a. m. on the 27th resumed the inarch at a distance of 10 miles, 
encamping near Triune, Col. Thomas D. Williams assuming command 
early in the morning, Major Nodine being detailed on the staff of Maior- 
General McCook. 

At 6 a. m. on the 29th resumed the march ; encamped on Stone’s River. 
Distance marched, 15 miles. Detailed five companies as advanced 
picket. 

At '3 p. m. on the 30th fell into line. At 8 a. m. nifarched in close col- 
umn, by division, in company with rest of biigade. After marching a 
distance of 1 J miles, arrived at the front ; deployed in line of battle, the 
men stripping knapsacks. Company A, under command of Lieut. T. H. 
West, was deployed to the front as skirmishers, and immediately after- 
ward joined by Companies I and K, under command of Capt. Samuel 
Houston and Lieut. M. B. Thompson. These companies, in conjunction 
with others of the brigade, continued skirmishing until dark, driving the 
enemy’s skirmishers into his main line, Company A losing 6 men# 
wounded, Company 1 2 killed and 3 wounded, and Company K 1 
wounded. 

The regiment advanced in line of battle into a strip of timber, and, 
coveted under shelter of a rail fence, a corn-field of about 150 yards in 
width separating our forces from that of the enemy. Company A was 
thrown out to the front as skirmishers a distance of 60 yards. The reg^ 
iment lay in this position until 3 a. m. of the 31st, at which time it was 
called into line, the Thirty-fifth Illinois on our right and the Eighty^ 
first Indiana on our left, supporting the Eighth Wisconsin Battery. At 
daybreak a line of the enemy’s skirmishers advancing, opened fire on 
our skirmishers, and were followed immediately afterward by their main 
body advancing in four consecutive lines of battle diagonally on our 
left. A change of front was ordered by Colonel Williams, which was 
executed under a heavy fire of musketry. Our regiment then opened 
a murderous fire on the enemy, completely checking him, and finally 
driving him back in confusion. The enemy immediately made another 
advance, and were received with a terrific fire of musketry. Our regi- 
ment was, however, forced back a short distance. 

At this time, while bravely rallying his men. Colonel Williams fell 
mortally wounded by a musket-ball passing through his right breast. 
He was carried from the field immediately.- I then assumed command 
of the regiment, which by this time had fallen back a distance of 150 



292 


KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap. XXXIL 

paces frdm tlie first i}ositiou. I rallied the men, and, finding them almost 
destitute of ammunition, immediately dispatched a messenger to Gen- 
eral Woodruff to report the fact 5 then ordered bayonets to be fixed, 
and charged on the enemy once more, driving him from the field and 
retaking one Parrott gun, which had been taken by the enemy from the 
Eighth Wisconsin Battery 5 also capturing a number of prisoners. 

At this time, finding all our supplies gone, and flanked on the left, the 
enemy^s lines having passed us on the right, and being unable to com- 
municate with General Woodruff', I assumed the responsibility of with- 
drawing the regiment in good order to the rear of a battery placed on a 
commanding eminence, taking with us the piece retaken from the enemy, 
but which we were forced to leave after taking it about 300 yards, on 
account of a destructive fire being opened on us from one of the enemy’s 
batteries. 

At this point 1 reported in person to Major-General McCook that we 
were out of ammunition, and was ordered by him to retire to the ammu- 
nition train in the rear. Did so, and supplied ourselves with ammuni- 
tion. Then, in obedience to orders, took position on the Murfreesbor- 
ough pike, remaining there until 10 a. m. of January 1, 1863. 

At this time received orders from General Woodruff to fall back a dis- 
tance of 300 paces and erect barricades. Did so, remaining there until 
4 p. m. of the 2d instant. 

At this time received orders to fall in line, cross Stone’s Eiver, and par- 
ticipate in the action going on on the left. Moved forward at a double- 
quick a distance of IJ miles, wading the river three times, the last time 
under a heavy fire of shot and shell from the enemy’s battery, placed 
on an eminence direpctly in front of our regiment ; formed line of battle, 
and moved forward at a double-quick, charging on the enemy, who, 
however, speedily retreated. After going a distance of 300 yards in 
the open field, I halted the regiment, threw out a party of skirmishers 
in front, built a strong line of barricades, and bivouacked on the field 
of battle. 

At daylight of the 3d instant the enemy’s sharpshooters, who were 
concealed in the timbers, opened fire on the regiment, keeping it up until 
4ark, wounding 2 of our men, Eemained on the field until 4 a. m. of 
the 4th instant 5 then received orders to recr.oss the river and go into 
camp on the Nashville pike, which we did. 

Col. Thomas D. Williams acted with great courage, coolness, and 
bravery until he fell. Oapt. Samuel D. Wall was severely wounded 
while gallantly doing duty as a field officer. He was carried from the 
field. Lieutenants Dickson and Hastings were also severely wounded 
while nobly discharging their duty, and were carried from the field. 

To the officers and men of the regiment I am deeply indebted for the 
coolness and bravery shown on every side, all doing nobly. 

There were present with the regiment the following commissioned offi- 
cers : Capts. S. D. Wall, S. Houston, B. P. Ford, Z. Hall, and J. Smart, 
Adjt. G. W. Plynn, First Lieuts. T. H. West, T. J. McKibben, .E. Hall, 
A. Varner, W. J. Sallee, J. H. Hastings, and Second Lieuts. A, Martin, 
J. 0. Gundy, M. B. Thompson, Thomas W. Braselton, S, Dickson, and 
A. H. South. Our loss is : Killed, 15 ^ wounded, 68 ^ missing, 25.* 
Very respectfully, 

WBSFOED TAGGAET, 
Captain Twenty-fiftli Illinois^ Commanding Regiment 

Lieut. G. W. Flyintn, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


* But see revised statement, p. 208. 
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No. 29. 

Report of Lieut. Col. William P. Chandler^ Tliirty -fifth Illinois Inf antry. 

Heajdquaetees Thiety-pipth Illinois Yoltjnteees, 
Gamp near Murfreeslorough, Temi., January 3, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this regiment in the movements and battles occurring from 
the- time of taking up camp at Saint James Chapel, on December 26, 
1862, to the evacuation of Murfreesborough by the enemy, on January 
3, 1863: 

December 26, the regiment was on picket duty, and, after the divis- 
ion passed outside the lines on the Nolensville pike, formed the rear 
guard. The roads being very bad, the train did not close up at night, 
and the command was placed in position to protect it. 

December 27, moved forward at daylight and joined the brigade before 
marching. Moved forward on the road to Triune, about 6 miles, and 
halted for the night. 

December 28, remained in camp. 

December 29, marched at daylight on the road to Lane’s Store. Bri- 
gade formed the advance at Stewart’s Creek, and slept on our arms at 
night. 

December 30, formed line of battle at 10 a. m. and advanced on the 
enemy’s lines. Major McDwain was placed in command of skirmishers 
of the brigade, and toward night was sharply engaged. Had 4 men 
woundejl. Laid on our arms at night. 

December 31, skirmishing commenced at daylight. About sunrise 
the enemy advanced obliquely in strong force, striking first the Eighty- 
first Indiana and next the Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteers, causing 
them to retire from their position. Soon coming within range of our 
rifled muskets, we opened a murderous fire on their flank, checking their 
advance, and enabling the Twenty-fifth and Eighty-first to regain the 
ground lost. Our loss in the first charge of the enemy was light, owing 
to a strong position we had on the cedar ridge. Soon, however, the 
enemy reformed his broken lines, appearing with fresh troops on our 
right, and made a second desperate charge on our lines, causing them to 
waver and fall back, but again they were repulsed with terrible slaughter 
and our original position regained, except on the right, from which I had 
been retiring, by orders of the brigade commander, and, in obedience to 
those orders, I retired to the point of timber in rear of the cotton-field, 
my right being hotly pressed by the enemy, and the whole line under 
heavy fire of the enemy’s batteries. On reaching the timber, the regi- 
ment was halted, and messengers sent for ammunition, but, owing to 
the confusion on our right, where the train had been parked, none could 
be procured. Having received no orders from the brigade commander 
in relation to the point to which I should retire, I governed my move- 
ments by the left of Carlin’s brigade, and so continued to do until 
nearly reaching the Nashville pike, when other troops and batteries 
crowding in, separated us. I directed Major Mcllwain to report to Colo- 
nel Carlin and find out his position, with the intention of forming the 
brigade (then acting under my orders) on his left 3 but before his return 
was obliged to change my position, to give room to other troops then 
forming in line of battle. I moved the troops a short distance to the 
rear, procured and distributed ammunition, and, moving to the right 
and front, formed on the left of Carlin’s biigade, and remained in that 
position until nearly night, when Colonel Woodruff, returning, assumed 
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comniaud, and we took position on the west side of tlie Ij^’asliville pike, 
and laid on our arms at night. 

Our loss during the day was First Lieut. H. M.' McConnell, Company 
H, killed, and Second Lieutenant Kagay, Company K, slightly wounded ^ 
9 men killed and 39 wounded. 

January 1, 1863, changed position to rear of the pike, and laid on our 
arms at night. 

January 2, about 4 p. m., moved across the river to our left, to repel 
the enemy’s assault in that direction. After coming under fire of the 
enemy’s batteries, formed line of battle, and advanced, under heavy artil- 
lery fire, to within musket range of their battery, and silenced it. Took 
the adjutant of the Forty-first Alabama and 12 men prisoners. Lost 
1 man killed and 1 wounded. Laid on our arms at night. 

The officers and men deserve great credit for their patience and en- 
durance, being exposed to drenching rain, cold, and hunger, without fire 
nearly all the time, for a week. No officer failed in his duties. All did 
well and deserve commendation. 

Major McEwain had command of the skirmishers of the brigade on 
the 30th and on the morning of December 31, and deserves great credit 
for the bravery and skill & displayed in handling them ; and, after 
they were driven in and the action became general, he returned to his 
command, and by his cool courage and gallantry, shown throughout 
the entire conflict, deserves my highest commendation. 


Hecapitulation of casualties. 


- 

1 

1 

1 

Missing. 

Total. 

ComTnisfdoTiftd offiftfira 

1 

10 

1 

49 


2 

Enlisted men 

25 

Total 

11 

50 

25 

86 



Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. P. CHANDLBE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding Regiment 

Lieutenant Flynn, 

Aetg, Asst Adjt Gen,^ Third Brigade^ First Division. 


No. 30. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson^ TJ. 8. Army^ commanding 

Second Division. 

Headqxjabtees Second Division, Eioht Wtno, 

January 8, 1863. 

Seb : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of tlie Second Division, under my command, beginning December 
26, 1862, the day on which it left Nashville, and terminating on January 
6, 1863 : 

The Second Division is composed of the following troops : 

First Brigade, Brig. Gen. A. Willich commanding : Forty-ninth Ohio, 
Colonel Gibson 5 Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Wallace 5 Thirty-ninth Indiana, 
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Lieutecant-Colonel Jones; Thirty-second Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Erdelmeyer; Eighty -ninth Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Hotchkiss, and 
Goodsi)eed^s battery, First Ohio Artillery. 

Second Brigade, Brig, Gen. E. N. Enrk commanding: Twenty-ninth 
Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn ; Thirtieth Indiana, Colonel Dodge 5 
Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Housum; Thirty- 
fourth Illinois, Lieutenant- Colonel Bristol; Seventy-ninth Illinois, Colo- 
nel Bead, and Edgarton’s battery, Ohio Artillery. 

Third Brigade, Col. P. P. Baldwin commanding: Sixth Indiana, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tripp ; Fifth Kentucky (Louisville Legion), Lieutenant- 
Colonel Berry ; First Ohio, Major Stafford ; Kinety-third Ohio, Colonel 
Anderson, and Simonson^s (Indiana) battery. 

Major Klein’s battalion, of Third Indiana Cavalry, was assigned to 
duty with the Second Division. 

Agreeably to orders, the three divisions constituting the right wing 
of the Fourteenth Army Corps marched from their camps, near Nash- 
ville, taking the Nolensville pike, and arrived in that village the same 
day at 4 p. m. 

On the following day the same divisions, with mine in advance, 
marched to Triune. The rebel rear guard contested the ground inch by 
inch, and the day was passed constantly skirmishing with them, with 
no loss on our side, but several casualties on their part. Triune was 
occupied by my division about 4 p. m. 

The following day, December 28, the command remained in Triune. 
A reconnaissance to ascertain the direction the enemy had retreated 
was made by a brigade of my command, commanded by Brig. Gen. A. 
Willich. It having been ascertained that the enemy had retreated 
toward Murfreesborough, I was ordered to leave a brigade at Triune, , 
and on the 29th to march on Murfreesborough, on what is known as 
the Bole Jack road. Col. P. P. Baldwin’s (Third) brigade was left at 
Triune. 

The command arrived at Wilkinson’s Cross-Eoads about 8 p. m. on 
the 29th, and an order was sent at once to Colonel Baldwin to move 
forward his brigade, which arrived early on the afternoon of the 30th. 
My division was in reserve on the 29th. 

On the following morning, December 30, General Sheridan’s division 
was ordered to advance in line of battle, covering the Wilkinson pike, 
while General Davis’ division marched in the same order on the right 
of General Sheridan. My division, being held in reserve, was marched 
in column on the pike. There being no troops on General Davis’ right, 
and General Sheridan’s left being guarded by General Crittenden’s left 
wing, I was ordered to oblique to the right, covering the right of Gen- 
eral Davis’ division. 

About 2 p. m. I recMved an order from Major-General McCook to look 
well to my right, as General Hardee (rebel), with his corps, was on the 
right flank of our column. I ordered Brigadier General Kirk, com- 
manding the Second Brigade, to take position with his brigade, his left 
resting against the right of General Davis, his right refused, so as to 
eover our right flank. 

About dark I placed General Willich’s brigade on the right of Kirk’s, 
refusing his right, and directing a heavy line of skirmishers to be thrown 
forward, connecting on the left with those of General Davis, and extend- 
ing to the right and rear, near the Wilkinson pike. This line of skir- 
mishers was thrown forward about 600 yards, and near those of the 
^nemy. My Third Brigade, Colonel Baldwin commanding, was held in 
reserve. 
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At dusk on the evening of the 30th the troops occupied the position 
as indicated by the accompanying map. In consultation with Major- 
General McCook, late in the afternoon of December 30, he informed 
me that he had reliable information to the effect that the center of the 
rebel line of battle was opposite our extreme right, and that we would 
probably be attacked by the entire rebel army early on the following 
morning. His prediction proved true. He also informed me that he 
had communicated this information to the commanding general. 

I expected a change in the programme for the following day, but none 
was made. My brigade commanders were called together, and the op- 
erations of the following day fully explained to them. Every arrange- 
ment was made for an attack. Two gallant and experienced officers 
commanded my two advanced brigades^ and every precaution was taken 
against surprise. 

At 6.22 on the morning of the 31st the outposts in iront of my divis- 
ion were driven in by an overwhelming force of infantry, outnumber- 
ing my forces greatly, and known to contain about 35,000 men. At the 
same time my extreme right was attacked by the enemy^s cavalry. 

The gallant Willich and Kirk soon opened a heavy fire of musketry 
and artillery upon the advancing columns, causing wavering in the 
ranks, but fresh columns would soon replace them, and it was apparent 
that to fall back was a ^‘military necessity.” Edgarton’s battery, after 
firing three rounds, had so many of its horses killed as to render it un- 
manageable. He, however, remained with it, and continued to fire until 
he fell by a severe wound, and he and his battery fell into the hands of 
the enemy. Before falling back, the horse of General Willich was killed, 
and he was wounded and taken prisoner. 

About the same time General Kirk received a severe wound, which 
disabled him. Seeing the pressure upon my lines, I ordered up my re- 
serve brigade, under the gallant Baldwin. The troops of his brigade 
advanced promptly and delivered their fire, holding their ground for 
some time, but they, too, were compelled to fall back. The troops of 
this division for the first time were compelled to yield the field tempo- 
rarily, but the heroes of Shiloh and Perryville did not abandon their 
ground until forced to do so by the immense masses of the enemy hurled 
against them, and then, inch by inch. The ground over which the divis- 
ion passed, covered with the enemy^s dead and those of our own men, 
shows that the field was warmly contested. Several times the lines 
were reformed and resistance offered, but the columns of the enemy 
were too heavy for a single line, and ours would have to yield. Finally 
the left flank of my division reached the line of General Eousseau’s, 
when it was reformed and fought until out of ammunition, but my effi- 
cient ordnance officer. Lieutenant Murdoch, had a supply in readiness, 
which was soon issued, and the division assisted in driving the enemy 
from the field in their last desperate suugglti of the day. Soon the 
curtain of darkness fell upon the scene of blood, and all was quiet, 
awaiting the coming of morn to renew hostilities. Morning came, but 
the enemy had withdrawn. 

January 1 was a day of comparative quiet in camp, few shots being 
fired, but many preparations made for a heavy battle on the following 
day. General Crittenden^s wing was attacked in force on the 2d, and 
one of my brigades (Colonel Gibson^s) was sent to re-enfbrce him. For 
the gallant part taken by it, reference is made to the report of Major- 
General Crittenden. The enemy evacuated Murfreesborough on the 
night of the 3d. ^ 

On the Gth I was ordered to remove my camp to a point on. the Shel- 
byvnie road, 4 miles south of Murfreesborough. 
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The conduct of officers and men under my command was good. (The 
Louisville Legion, under the gallant Lieutenant-Colonel Berry, brought 
off by hand one cannon after the horses were killed.) They yielded the 
ground only where overpowered, offering an obstinate resistance at 
every point. Some few in each regiment, becoming panic-stricken, 
fled to ]:^ashville for safety. Captain Simonson managed his battery 
with skill and courage, and with it did good esecution. He lost two 
guns, but not until the horses had been killed and the guns disabled. 
Goodspeed’s battery lost three guns and quite a number of horses. 
This battery was handled well, and did good execution, under Lieuten- 
ant Belding- 

Eeference is respectfully made to the reports of regimental qvA bri- 
gade commanders for the list of those who, by their bravery ant! good 
conduct, rendered themselves conspicuous. 

After the capture of General Willich, his brigade was commanded 
temporarily by Colonel Wallace, Fifteenth Ohio, but was afterward re- 
placed by Colonel Gibson, Forty-ninth Ohio. General Kirk becoming 
disabled, was replaced by Colonel Bodge, Thirtieth Indiana, while the 
Third Brigade was commanded throughout by Colonel Baldwin. 

These four colonels have demonstrated their fitness for command on 
several bloody fields, and are recommended to my superiors for promo- 
tion. Their coolness and courage rendered them conspicuous through- 
out the bloody engagement. Major Klein and his battalion of the Third 
Indiana Cavalry deserve special mention. Under their gallant leader 
the battalion was always in front, and rendered efficient service. 

To Captains Bartlett, Hooker, Thruston, and McLeland, and Lieu- 
tenants Taft, Hill, and Sheets, of my staff*, my thanks are due for their 
efficiency and promptness in carrying orders to all parts of the field. 

My medical director, Surgeon Marks, and the medical officers of the 
division were untiring in their exertions to alleviate the sufferings of 
the wounded, and to them my thanks are due. My escort, composed of 
the following-named men of the Third Kentucky Cavalry, who accom- 
panied me throughout the engagement, deserve special mention for their 
good conduct ; Sergt. William C. Miles, Privates George Long, Thomas 
Salyers, John Christian, John Whitten, James Bowen, B. Hammerstein, 
and E. A. Norah. Private Bowen’s horse was killed by a cannon-ball. 

The loss of the division was as follows : Killed, 260 ; wounded, 1,005 ; 
missing, 1,280 (supposed to have been captured).’*' 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. W. JOHNSOl^r, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding, 

Maj. John A. Campbell, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fo. 31. 

Bejgort of Cajgt. Beter Simonson, Mfth Indiana Battery. 

Headqitaetees Fifth Indiana Batteet, 

Gam$ in Field, January 5, 1863. 

SiE : 1 have the honor to report that, on the morning of December 
27, this command marched with the brigade from its bivouac on the 


But see revised statement, p. 209. 
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N'olensville pike, half mile south of Kolensville, Tchd. After marching 
about 2 miles, the battery was ordered forward with the brigade, which 
was advancing in line of battle on the right of the pike, cannonading 
being heard directly in our front. Colonel Baldwin, brigade com mander, 
ordered one piece forward, which fired three shots atthe enemy’s cavalry, 
which was in sight, retreating, on the opposite hill. We then advanced 
a short distance, and two Parrott guns were ordered in the woods to 
the right of the pike, where six rounds were fired at the enemy, who were 
apparently cavalry, drawn up in line of battle, supported by a battery 
planted on the left of the pike. Their artillery ceased firing, and their 
cavalry retreated when we advanced, but too late to pro])erly support 
the brigade, which had charged through the village of Triune. The 
cause of delay was a bridge being destroyed, and very heavy ground 
bordering on each side of the creek, when we passed bej’ond. With a 
light 12-pounder we fired two shots at the enemy, retreating through a 
wood. The command then encamped half a mile south of Triune, where 
it remained, and was emploj^ed in inspecting ammunition, until the morn- 
ing of December 29, when four pieces of the battery were ordered to 
repoitto C-eneral Willich, under whom they marched, without any event 
worthj^ of notice, to within 4 miles of Murfreesborough,‘Tenn. 

At this place, at about 1 o’clock, the four pieces rejoined the brigade, 
when the whole command went with the brigade upon a reconnaissance 
2 miles to the right of the main body of the division, from which the 
command returned at about 8 p, m., and went into bivouac in the woods 
near brigade and division headquarters. We received permission to 
unhitch the horses, but not to unharness, and, early on the morning of 
the 31st, an order was sent to us by the brigade commander to hitch, 
which we did without watering the horses. 

At about 7.30 a. m. two light 12-pounder guns were ordered out to a 
position about 800 yards southeast from the camp, facing a large corn- 
field, the enemy appearing in a very heavy force. I was then ordered 
to return and get the other four guns in position as quickly as possible, 
which was done, placing them to the right and rear of the first pieces 
posted. The light 12-pouuder gun in the advanced position was under 
command of First Lieut. H. Eankin. The brigade commander is better 
informed as to their actions than I am, as they were under his imme- 
diate eye. I simply noticed that they fired very rapidly, and were the 
last troops which passed to the rear upon my left. They fired in that 
position 17 rounds from one piece, and 23 from the other— -nearly all 
canister. Some of the rounds were double charges. The four ^ns 
under my immediate command commenced firing shell. We had fired 
about 15 rounds when a very large body of our own troops appeared to 
our right-oblique, retreating rapidly ; it was the remains of Kirk’s bri- 
gade. Colonel Dodge, of this brigade, had hardly time to inform me 
that a very large body of the enemy was in close pursuit, when they 
appeared. Three of the four guns opened upon them with canister, and 
checked them in front and to the right-oblique, but more apj^earing 
almost directly on our right flank (our infantry were out of sight to the 
rear), the order was given to leave the field. The command succeeded 
in getting away with but two of the four pieces. At these two positions 
there were 3 men killed and 21 wounded ; also 23 horses disabled. We 
retreated through a dense woods, and had great difiSculty in ffettiuff 
our carriages through. & 

I endeavored to go as much to the left as possible, as I noticed that 
our troops were less disorganized in that direction. With two pieces 
we made an ineffectual stand in the woods, about midway between the 
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two pikes, at a point 500 or 600 yards to the right of the Murfreeshor- 
ough pike. Fnder the direction of the brigade and division command- 
ers, with three of our own pieces and one of Battery E, First Ohio Light 
Artillery, we succeeded for a time in checking the enemy, but the in- 
fantry fell back, and we were ordered to retire the battery. At this 
point about 42 rounds of ammunition were fired. It was a splen- 
did position, and I regretted leaving it. One man was wounded and 
several horses disabled. We then fell back across the pike and the 
railroad, and became again separated from the brigade. I then reported 
to General Johnson, who ordered me in position on a point to the left 
of the railroad, where we remained until about 3 p. m., and were then 
ordered to our present position, on the right of the Murfreesborough 
pike. 

On the following morning we had a short artillery duel with a four- 
gun battery in front of us. In the afternoon the enemy appeared ad- 
vancing with about a brigade, and we opened fire, firing about 25 
rounds. We have been lying in our present position since. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

PETBE, SIMONSOli^r, 
Captain Fifth Indiana Battery, 

Lieut. George H. Burns, 

Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ Third Brigade^ Second Division, 


No. 32. 

Report of Capt, Warren P. Fdgarton^ Battery JE7, First Ohio Light Artillery, 

Nashville, Tenn., June 25, 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to submit, for your consideration, a brief 
report of the action of my command (Battery E, First Eegiment Ohio 
Volunteer Light Artillery), at and immediately preceding the battle 
of Stone’s Eiver. 

I have cause seriously to regret that my capture and subsequent 
imprisonment have so long delayed the recital of facts which I purpose 
to embody in this report, known only to myself, by which injustice has 
been done to the brave men of my command, especially as there seems 
to have been very generally a misapprehension in regard to my position 
on the morning of the 31st of last December, and the cause which re- 
sulted in the capture of my battery. 

We left camp near Nashville on the 26th of December, attached to 
General Kirk’s brigade of General Johnson’s division, right wing. We 
marched on the Nolensville pike. The next day, the 27th, approaching 
Triune, our brigade was ordered in the advance. After marching about 
1 mile, we encountered a battery of the. enemy posted in a commanding 
position. My battery was ordered forward to engage it, and, after a 
few rounds, we drove them from that position. We took a second posi- 
tion oh a hill overlooking the village of Triune, and again discovered the 
enemy’s battery planted in our front, well supported by cavalry. We 
dislodged them a second time, dismounting one of their guns. The 
enemy ceased to annoy us here, and we were ordered to bivouac near 
the village, one section being ordered on picket duty. 

The duty of following the enemy on this day was very arduous. We 
were obliged to leave the traveled roads in order to gain position; we 
removed fences, dragged our pieces through the soft ground of cultivated 
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fields, through streams of water, and climbed hills, where it became neces- 
sary to call for a detail from the infantry to help us along. 

On the 29th we took the direction of Murfreesborough, passed over 
a very rough and hilly road, and arrived after dark near the scene of 
the contemplated battle. The utmost caution and vigilance was ordered. 
We were hitched up and ready for action at daylight of the 30th. 

On this day the Second Division was held in reserve. We followed 
the advance till late in the afternoon, when we were ordered to oblique 
to the right, to cover the right of General Davis^ division. The enemy 
had posted a battery on the right of General Davis, in a handsome posi- 
tion, enfilading his whole line. General Kirk ordered me forward with 
a regiment of infantry as support, with instructions to silence, if possible, 
the rebel battery. TJnder cover of a cedar thicket, I was enabled to 
approach within about 700 yards of thej^nemy. The battery was si- 
lenced by six rounds from our pieces. They retreated, leaving a caisson 
disabled. An attempt was made to gain another position, but we fol- 
lowed them, engaging the infantry that came to their support, and kept 
up a brisk fire until dark. General Kirk then ordered us to cease firing. 

My battery was the only detachment of General Johnson’s division 


engaged in the action of Tuesday, the 30th of December. I here repre- 
sented to General Kirk that my men were very weary, my horses almost 
famished 5 that my ammunition was short in the limber-chests of the 
pieces, and asked permission to withdraw long enough to prepare for 
hard work on the following day. Believing horses to be the main de- 
pendence of a light battery, and not knowing when I should have an 
opportunity to feed and water if brought into action, I asked time to 
prepare for the conflict of the morrow. General Kirk pointed out a 
spot about 100 yards in the rear of the position I then occupied, shel- 
tered by a heavy growth of timber, and ordered me to bivouac there 
for the night. I reported to him that I could not place my guns in 
battery there, or defend myself if assaulted. He replied that I should 
be protected, and that ample notice should be given when I was ex- 
pected to take a position in the line of battle. 

After I had brought my guns into park, the right of the brigade was 
thrown across the muzzles in front. General Willich’s brigade marched 
up and formed on the flank. I found myself within the angle formed 
by the junction of the two brigades, retiring about 50 yards, and on a 
low and narrow piece of ground. I have before stated that it was dark 
when I arrived at this point. We were not permitted to have lights. 
The ground in our rear had not been reconnoitered. I rode back some 
distance, but failed to find water for my horses. I did not consider it 
safe to push the investigation far outside of our lines that night. I 
waited until morning. At daylight a small stream was discovered 
about 100 rods in our rear, It was quiet all along our lines. I could 
not hear a picket shot, nor any indication that the enemy was in our 
vicinity. I had no orders to take position. My horses were already 
harnessed, to hitch on at a moment’s warning. I was coinjiletely sur- 
rounded by veteran troops. I had a right to suppose that our front and 
flank were so picketed that I should have notice of the approach of the 
enemy. I ordered a half battery of my horses to go to water on a sharp 
trot, and return at the slightest indication of danger. The horses had 
barely reached the water when a fierce shout was heard at the front, 
and a terrible volley of musketry was poured in upon us. 1 called the 
cannoneers to their posts, had a half battery hitched in, put mv guns 
m battery where they were, and in a moment was prepared, as best I 
could, to fight in that position. The infantry, our support, gave way 
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on the front and flank in disorder, almost with the first volley. I then 
opened on the enemy with canister, firingfrom 16 to 20 rounds, with good 
effect, as I have cause to know, for I passed over the ground in our ffont 
a few momentwS afterward a prisoner. 

The assault of the enemy was fierce and overwhelming. After the 
first fire, in which I had 1 man killed, a number wounded, and 12 horses 
killed, the enemy charged with an impetuosity which carried everything 
before him. The battery was taken. 

It would have been impossible for me to have saved my battery, even 
if I had commenced a retreat on the first alarm. The enemy was very 
near us before discovered, and the fight commenced without any of the 
preliminary skirmishing before a general engagement. To the best of 
my judgment, it was not more than five minutes from the firing of the 
first shot to the catastrophe when my battery was taken and myself a 
prisoner. In the mean time some of my horses returned, were hitched 
in, and killed. The rest were driven back by the fierce fire firom the 
front. I deemed it my duty to stay with my guns so long as a single 
shot could be fired, or a chance exist of their being supported and re- 
taken. I did not realize the helplessness of the case until I was sur- 
rounded and retreat impossible. 

In the brief time we were engaged I had 3 men killed, 25 wounded, 
and 22 taken prisoners. 

I wish here to compliment my men for their determined bravery ; they 
obeyed orders implicitly, and stood by their guns to the last. 

I would not be understood in this report as casting the slightest re- 
flection on the discretion or vigilance of my brigade commander. I am 
not capable of criticising his orders, nor would I be permitted to do so 
had I the disposition. I had learned highly to respect General Kirk as 
a. fine gentleman and accomplished soldier. I reverenced him for his 
heroic courage in the presence of an enemy. He was dangerously 
wounded in a desperate attempt to rally his broken regiments to sup- 
port my battery, riding almost upon the bayonets of the enemy. 

As I have been charged with grave errors on the occasion of the battle, 
I respectfully request that I may be ordered before a court of inquiry, 
that my conduct may be investigated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. EDGARTOK, 

Captain Battery First Regiment Artillery^ Ohio Vols. 

Col. James Barnett, 

Chief of Artillery. 


Ko. S3. 

Report of Lieut. Albert G. Ransom^ Battery JSJ, First Ohio Light Artil- 
lery. 

In Camp near Mtjrrreesborough, Tenn., 

January 7, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the part taken by Battery E, First 
Regiment Ohio Artillery, in the movement of the Federal army on Mur- 
fi:eesborough and the battles before that town. 

Leaving camp near Kashville, December 26, 1862, but marching in 
rear of two other divisions, the Second was not that day engaged. We 



302 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap. XXXn. 

bivouacked south of Kolensville, and early on the morning of the 27th 
instant started on the road to Triune. Before we had proceeded more 
than 1 mile, heavy skirmishing was heard in front, ancl one section of 
our battery was ordered forward by General Kirk. Our place in the 
march being in rear of the Second Eegiment, when the head of the col- 
umn had reached the top of a ridge beyond which cavalry skirmishing 
was still going on, a masked battery of the enemy on the left and com- 
manding the road opened on it. Our i)icces were at once unlimbered, 
and, after firing twelve rounds, got no response from the enemy’s guns. 
The infantry skirmishers had filed off the road to the left, and our 
entire battery now moved rapidly after them. 

Leaving the pike, the skirmishers moved to the top of another ridge, 
and our battery, following, was at once placed in position there, from 
which point it opened fire from every gun, driving the rebels out of 
range. Here we were ordered to await the uplifting of a very heavy 
fog, and, when the infantry moved forward, again sought the pike, which 
we followed until the skirmishers reported the enemy again in sight and 
in line of battle. A fine position, on a hill overlooking Triune, and within 
the range of the rebel cavalry, in line of battle facing our left, was found 
here, and four pieces opened trom this eminence, throwing shot and 
shell into and beyond the town, and into the rebels on right and left. 

When we first came in sight of Triune, the road was filled with rebel 
cavalry, and one section, unlimbering in the road, made them its especial 
mark. The town was soon made untenable, and in an effort made by the 
rebel battery planted above the village to return our fire, it was driven off 
with one gun disabled. The enemy again retired before our fire, and 
the skirmishers, following up as fast as the nature of the ground would 
admit, threatened the capture of his guns, which he fired rapidly, and 
which we could not return, as he had cut down a bridge, obliging us to 
search a crossing more than one-half mile down the creek. When our 
battery again appeared, the enemy had drawn off, but we threw several 
shots in the direction of his retreat. 

We were not again in action until the evening of December 30, when 
the Second Brigade was ordered to support the right of General Davis^ 
division, threatened by rebel cavalry. They showed themselves in force, 
but, having secured a good position, a few shells threw their ranks into 
confusion and made them retire. The right of General Davis was at 
this time suffering trom the shells of the enemy^s battery, to which we 
turned our attention, and had the satisfaction of silencing the battery 
after a few rounds. Knowing our danger on the right, we planted two 
pieces on the road by which it was supposed the enemy would come, 
kept the horses harnessed all night, and took every precaution we 
thought necessary to guard against surprise. 

At daylight on the morning of the 31st instant the pickets gave the 
alarm, and skirmishers were firing, but as yet could see no enemy. The 
horses were quickly hitched, except a few, perhaps one-half of which 
were on their return from water, and were brought up at once. Failing 
to distinguish the enemy, two shells were thrown in the direction of their 
fire, and, when they appeared, canister. Six rounds were ])oured into 
the moving mass with great effect, but, attacked in front and flank, we 
soon saw our horses shot down, the work evidently of sharpshooters, 
who moved in the advance and on the right and left, until the whole 
column being now upon us, we had not horses enough to save our guns. 

The number of deaths among our men, and particularly the fact that 
two of them were bayoneted at their guns, will show conclusively the 
courage and tenacity which influenced them on the occasion. Com- 
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pletely overpowered, it became necessary to retire with a few horses — 
perhaps 30. 

In conclusion, allow me to express my heartfelt regret at the loss of 
Captain Edgarton, whose manly voice rang out above the din of mus- 
ketry, encouraging his men, and giving orders coolly and judiciously. 
He preferred to go a prisoner with his battery to leaving his much- 
cherished pieces. In mentioning the other officers and men, the name 
of Lieutenant Berwick comes tpremost, who, an adopted citizen, rushed 
to arms at the first call, and, in acts as well as words, proved his un- 
changeable love of the freedom which enticed him from his bonnie hills. 
The sergeants and men behaved with noble devotion, as the death of 
three of the former will fully testify, while the alacrity shown by all to 
enter the service anywhere, so they could fight for their country, proves 
patriotism and courage. 

Accompanying this report I append the names of those known to have 
been killed and wounded. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. G. EANTSOM, ’ 
First Lieutenant^ Commanding, 

Capt. B. C. Wagner, 

Acting Assistant Adjutani^Generalj Second Brigade, 


Xo. 34 

Report of Col, William R, Gibson^ Fortyminth Ohio Infantry^ command- 

ing First Brigade, 

Hdqrs. First BRiGxiDs, Second Division, Eight Wing, 
Murfreesborough^ Tenn,^ January 5, 1863. 

Captain : The capture of Brigadier-General Willich renders it my 
duty to report to Brigadier-General Johnson, commanding division, the 
participation of this command in the events of the last ten days. In 
accomplishing this task, I shall address myself to a concise narrative of 
occurrences, that the truth of history may be vindicated, the memory 
of our heroic slain honored, and that justice may be done to the brave 
survivors, who, by their energy and stubborn courage, maintained a 
conflict for six days, and vanqu. aed the great army of our foe. 

Leaving camj), near Nashville, December 26, 1862, the first and second 
days’ march was without incident, and took us through Nolensville to 
Triune, 20 miles. 

The following day we reconnoitered the country 7 miles to our front, 
in the direction of Shelbyville, and developed the fact that the rebel 
forces had retreated the day and night previous in the direction of this 
place. In that reconnaissance we made 41 prisoners of war. 

On the 29th we moved upon this place, reaching the Salem road, 4 
miles distant, after dark, and slept upon our arms in rear of General 
Davis’ division. 

On the 30th we advanced upon this position, acting as a reserve to 
the right wing, and were not brought under fire that day. In the even- 
ing we took up a position on the extreme right of our army on the Frank- 
lin road. General Kirk’s brigade was in front, with pickets thrown out 
to the margin of open fields. To his rear and near his right, in open 
woods, was Edgarton’s battery in position, with a narrow cleared* field 
in front. To the right of this battery, and on a line perpendicular to the. 
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rear of General Kirk’s right, were the reserves of the Thirty-ninth and 
Thirty-second Indiana, of this command, portions of each being on picket 
duty. 

The direction of the Franklin road is due east and west at this point, 
and it was covered by General Kirk’s right, his line of battle fronting 
east and in advance of a lane running north and south, 8 yards wide, 
and intersecting the road at right angles. In this angle is a field of 
open woods 330 yards square. South of this is an uninclosed, space 
covered by a few trees and near 100 yards wide, through which the 
Franklin road is located. At the fence, to the right of Edgarton’s bat- 
tery, five companies of the Thirty-ninth Indiana were camped in line of 
battle, fronting south. To their right the Thirty-second Indiana occu- 
pied a like position. Inside of the wooded field and within 30 yards of 
the fence the Forty-ninth Ohio was formed in line of battle, fronting 
south, its left resting within 100 yards of the, lane and its right within a 
like distance of the west inclosnre. In its rear the Eighty-ninth Illinois 
was^ in double column, closed in mass, fronting south. Perpendicular 
to the rear of the right of the Forty-ninth was the Fifteenth Ohio, in 
line near the fence, fronting west, its left wing resting within 60 yards 
of the Forty- ninth. In the southwest corner of this wooded field Good- 
speed’s battery was parked in oblong square. Korth and west of this 
field and south and east of the uninclosed space were cleared fields. 
The picket line of General Kirk covered his front and flank, connecting 
with that of this brigade at a fence 600 yards south of the left of the 
reserve of the Thirty-ninth Indiana.. The pickets of the Thirty-ninth 
were advanced 700 yards in front of the reserve in an open corn-field. 
The pickets of the Thirty-second joined those of the Thirty-ninth and 
covered our flank and rear. At 3 a. m. Colonel Jones was ordered to 
patrol the woods 600 yards in front of his pickets. No indications of 
the presence or purposes of the enemy were discerned. 

Here I beg leave to call attention to the very concise and satisfactory 
report of Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, commanding Thirty -ninth Indiana, 
and also to the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Erdehneyer, commanding 
Thirty-second Indiana. These dispositions had been made and these 
precautions adopted by General Willich. 

At dawn of day orders were received to build fires and make coffee. 
In a few moments after I met General Willich, who remarked that he 
would be absent a few moments at the headquarters of General John- 
son, and in case anything occurred in front of our pickets he directed 
me to rally the Thirty-ninth and Thirty- second to their support. 

At 6.25, and soon after meeting the general, firing was heard on Gen- 
eral Kirk’s right. The brigade was instantly ordered to take arms, and 
Lieutenant Miles, of the staff, was dispatched for General Willich. He 
was found, and started for his command, but his horse was shot under 
him, and he was made a prisoner before giving an order. 

The enemy advanced upon our position with four heavy lines of bat- 
tle, with a strong reserve held in mass. All these were in full view 
before the lines of General Kirk gave way. His left extended a great 
distance beyond our extreme right, and was thrown forward, so that 
his lines were, to some extent, oblique to ours. To the right of our 
position, and near the Franklin road, he took position with an immense 
force of cavalry. In fact, the center of Hardee’s corps attacked our 
right. His lines were advanced with great rapidity, and his force could 
not have been less than 35,000, besides cavalry. 

Portions^ of Polk’s and Smith’s corps were engaged. The lines of 
General Kirk soon yielded to an assault which no troops in the world 
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could liave withstood. The Thirty-second and Thirty-ninth moved 
promptly, but were embarrassed by the retiring forces, and their safety 
endangered by an assault in overwhelming numbers upon front and 
flanks. Lieutenant Belding moved back with four guns, but was so 
hotly pressed that he could not put them in position with safety. He 
had done nothing in his original position, because the lines falling back 
in our front were between his guns and the enemy’s line. He and his 
men stood at their pieces until the enemy’s lines were within 50 yards, 
when they fell back, leaving two guns on the field, owing to the killing 
of horses attached to one and the breaking of the pole of the other. 

The Forty -ninth remained in its position until ordered to retire, and 
fought desperately at every rod. The Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Wallace, 
delivered six rounds before falling back, while the Thirty-second and 
Thirty-ninth Indiana bravely contested the ground on the right. The 
courage and activity of these regiments kept the enemy in check until 
our artillery horses could be hitched, and the dead of the foe showed 
the telling efiect of their fire. With cavalry on their right, infantry 
assailing them on the left, and heavy masses rushing to the assault in 
front, these regiments were directed to retire as the only escape from 
annihilation or capture. 

Edgarton’s battery, after being uncovered by the lines of General 
Kirk, opened fire, but before three rounds were delivered the enemy 
reached the guns and captured the pieces. Unchecked, the foe rushed 
ou, and as his advance reached Goodspeed’s battery, his second line 
reached Edgarton’s battery, and that gallant officer being wounded 
and made prisoner, his men continued to defend themselves with their 
gun-swabs. The Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Wallace, had got into posi- 
tion, and, under cover of its fire, the Forty-ninth Ohio and Eighty-ninth 
Illinois were directed to retire by the flank. The Thirty-second and 
Thirty-ninth were now retiring in good order. 

At this juncture, learning nothing of General Willich, I felt it my 
duty to exert myself as far as possible to save the command. Good- 
speed’s battery, under command of Lieutenant Belding, was ordered to 
retire to a position beyond an open field, and Lieutenant-Colonel Drake 
was directed to place the Forty -ninth Ohio in position at the same point. 

Here I had hoped to rally the whole brigade, but Lieutenant-Colonel 
Drake was killed, and Major Porter, of the Forty-ninth, was severely 
wounded. My horse was shot, and most of our field officers were disa- 
bled or dismounted by the enemy’s fire. From my position, looking to 
our center, I could see our whole line fall back rapidly in some disorder, 
though a constant fire was kept up to the right. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Jones was bravely rallying his men, and large 
numbers, separated from other regiments, were moving directly west, 
instead of to our centor. Lieutenants Belding and Scovill, with one 
gun, moved to the center, while Lieutenant Day, in charge of three 
guns, moved back toward the Wilkinson road, with our extreme right. 
After retiring for nearly half a mile, and rallying and fighting at every 
available point, my second horse was killed, placing it again out of my 
power to communicate with our center. 

Soon after, a line was rallied and formed, extending west to a small 
creek, and Lieutenant Belding’s gun was got in position. Beyond the 
creek Lieutenant-Colonel Jones and myself rallied, under cover of a 
fence and cedar thicket. As the enemy’s columns neared our irregular 
lines, they were met by a rapid and deadly fire, and Lieutenant Belding 
opened fire at the same time with terrible effect. The rebel columns 
were checked and fell back across the open ground. Here they opened 
20 R R — VOL XX, PT I 
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OB ns witli artillery and agaiu advanced their infantry, onr line falliiig^ 
back. 

After thus rallying and meeting the enemy several times, we arrived 
with our flank on tbe Wilkinson road, a short distance west of our 
ammunition train. Here w’e were charged by the enemy’s cavalry and 
lost one gun, all of us being in the enemy’s power. My sword was 
demanded, but just at that instant a detachment of our cavalry made 
a dash for our rescue, and in the confusion of the moment most of us 
fought our way out and escaped. 

The division train was got under motion, and we moved rapidly and 
in considerable disorder to the Ii^ashville road, closely pursued by the 
enemy’s cavalry. Here the colors of the Thirty-ninth Indiana were 
captured. At this moment I learned that a considerable portion of this 
brigade had reached the center ; that General Willich had been killed 
or captured, and that General Wallace was in command of the brigade. 
A complete panic prevailed. Teams, ambulances, horsemen, footmen, 
and attaches of the army, black and white, mounted on horses and 
mules, were rushing to the rear in the wildest confusion. I exerted 
myself to arrest this panic, and hastened down the road until I met 
Colonel Walker with his brigade, who promptly formed in line of battle 
and put his artillery in position. With this assurance the tide was 
quite checked, and, jilaciug a strong guard of cavalry across the road, 
Colonel Walker moved his command to the front, compelling every 
able-bodied soldier to fall in. I hurried them back to the front, and 
thus hundreds, if not thousands, were compelled to return to their 
commands. 

In the evening this brigade was reorganized, and, by order of Gen- 
eral Johnson, took i)osition on our extreme right, in rear of Colonel 
Carlin’s brigade, of the First Division. 

Though repulsed and sustaining severe loss in officers and men the 
flay previous, January 1 found us 1,300 strong, and eager to participate 
in the dangers and struggles of the field. 

I was directed to recounoiter the woods to the right and rear of our 
position, which was accomplished under the observation of Major-Gen- 
erals Eosecrans and McCook. Though within range of the enemy’s 
battery, we reached the woods unobserved, and soon met his sharpshoot- 
ers, and discovered that he was massing his infantry under cover of 
these woods, with the apparent design of attacking our extreme right. 
In withdrawing we were harassed by shot and shell from his batteries, 
but sustained no loss. We were soon directed to reoccupy the woods, 
and promptly took up our position with the Fifteenth Ohio and the 
Thirty-second Indiana and Eighty-ninth Illinois, in line of battle (their 
front covered by skirmishers), and the Thirty-ninth Indiana and Forty- 
ninth Ohio, under Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, as a reserve. The enemy’s 
cavalry made a dash upon our position, but were gallantly repulsed 
by our skirmishers. 

The movements of the enemy on the right having averted the serious 
attention of General Eosecrans, troops were promptly placed in posi- 
tion to our left, and our lines withdrawn to the margin of the woods, 
our flank covered by a strong force of cavalry. The prompt movements 
of our forces and the splendid maneuvering of the commander-in-chief 
defeated the designs of the enemy, and no further attack was made. 

Leaving this position on the morning of the 2 d 5 by order of General 
Johnson, we w.ere placed in an important position, so as to sustain the 
right, center, or left, in case of a reverse to either. 

In the evening a terrible assault was made upon our extreme left, and 
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oar forces were repulsed. We were ordered to make a charge with the 
bayonet. The brigade moved out and deployed in splendid style. It 
moved with alacrity and perfect order, clearing the field and reaching 
the river, where we were ordered to halt. Our right flank was exposed 
to the enemy^s infantry, concealed in the woods on our right, while he 
annoyed us with a battery across Stone’s Eiver. 

General Palmer attempted to drive the foe from the woods, but, meet- 
ing with strong resistance, his aide appealed to me for re-enforcements, 
and the Thirty-second Indiana was detached for that service. They 
met and repulsed two regiments, driving them across the river at the 
point of the bayonet. Nothing could exceed the gallantry and enthu- 
siasm that this heroic regiment exhibited in this emergency. Our bri- 
gade changed the fortunes of the hour, and, under cover of our lines, 
the enemy was driven back and three pieces of artillery captured. 
Though under arms night and day, and maneuvering, we were not 
again brought within range of the enemy’s musketry. 

I must mention the fortitude and good cheer with which the officers 
and men submitted to the hardships and exposure of four long days and 
nights, without adequate rations or shelter; they cheerfully subsisted 
partly on parched corn, and rested in drenching rains. 

On visiting the field over which we retired on the 31st, abundant 
evidence was presented of the desperate struggle. Our men rallied 
w henever summoned, and delivered their fire with deadly eftect. Though 
the enemy’s wounded and many of his dead had been removed, it is safe 
to affirm that his killed exceeded ours as three to two, and that vast 
numbers were wounded. It was before our fire that General Eains, 
of the rebel army, was kiUed, and a vast number of subordinate officers 
and men killed and wounded. Every rod of ground over which we 
retired was mai^ked by the blood of the foe, and our men reached the 
center with empty cartridge-boxes. 

Our loss was terrible, but unavoidable, and is, to a great extent, com- 
pensated by the result ultimately obtained. We went into action with 
2,458 men and 113 commissioned officers. In killed, we lost 96, includ- 
^ ing 4 officers ; in wounded, we lost 365, including 14 officers, and our 
missing reach 682, including 6 officers. Many of our missing escaped, 
and are safe in the rear, but it is probable that 400 were made pris- 
oners. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, Forty-ninth Ohio, fell at the post of duty, 
bravely cheering his men. By his death the State has lost a valued 
citizen, his community an ornament, his family a noble husband and 
kind father, and the army a most gallant and faithful soldier. 

Captain Keller, of the same regiment, fell as heroes love to fall. A 
true patriot and accomplished soldier, he carried with him into camp 
and field all the graces of Christianity. 

Captain Willett, of the Eighty-ninth Illinois, fell while bravely lead- 
ing his command, and such were his accomplishments as a gentleman 
and soldier that it will be difficult to fill his place. 

Throughout these trying days and nights officers and men did their 
duty nobly, with a few exceptions — a few officers failed to earn the con- 
fidence of their men, and some privates sought safety in flight. 

The Fifteenth Ohio evinced the greatest courage, and many of its 
officers deserve special mention. Colonel Wallace, always prudent, 
energetic, and brave, fully sustained his high reputation as a soldier, 
and won the admiration of all who witnessed his conduct. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Askew fell, early on the 3l8t, while heroically cheering his 
men. 
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Captain Dawson was especially distinguished for thrilling heroism 
and persistent courage. This officer, conspicuous in so many battles, 
and so well qualified, merits, and should receive, honorable promotion. 

Adjutant Dubois, of the same regiment, deserves special mention for 
gallantry and good conduct. 

The Forty-ninth Ohio sustained its high reputation, and, though it 
lost 30 officers, it faced the foe at every point. Captain Gray, as rank- 
ing officer, had charge of a portion of the regiment on the 31st, and 
proved himself brave, prudent, and competent lor any command. Ad- 
jutant Norton was especially heroic, and excited general admiration by 
his inflexible courage and great activity. Both of these officers merit, 
and i hope will receive, promotion. Captains McCormack and Tyler 
were ever active, brave, and self-possessed in the midst of dangers, and 
showed themselves worthy and competent to command. 

The splendid conduct of the Thirty-second Indiana fully sustained its 
claims to confidence. Every officer and man did his duty heroically. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Erdelmeyer, commanding, and Major Glass and Cap- 
tain Mank were especially conspicuous throughout the long struggle. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Hotchkiss, commanding Eighty-ninth Illinois Yol- 
unteers, deserves the highest praise for his coolness and skill in action. 
He drew off his men in good order, fighting as he withdrew, and showed 
himself worthy of any command. This gallant officer has given to the 
service one of its best regiments, and has justly earned promotion. 
Major Hall and Captain Whiting, brave and valuable officers, 1 regret 
to say, were made prisoners- All the officers and men of this regiment 
did their duty promptly, and earned the confidence of their companions 
in arms. Captain Williams, commanding during the illness of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Hotchkiss, is an efficient and competent officer. 

The Thirty-ninth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Jones commanding, 
fought with desperation and terrible eifect. Its list of casualties shows 
that where it moved the battle raged most fierce. Men could not have 
evinced greater courage and heroism. Captains McClelland, Cody, Mc- 
Coy, Graham, and Captain Herring, acting major, merit the highest 
praise for their activity and energy. Lieutenant-Colonel Jones dis- 
charged his duties in the most gallant manner; ever active and brave, 
he rallied his men at every point, and yielded only before overwhelming 
numbers. He met the foe in hand-to-hand conflict, and owes his escape 
to the skillful use of his side-arms. I beg leave to urge the name of 
this most meritorious officer upon the Executive of his State for promo- 
tion. 

I cannot too highly commend the good conduct of Lieutenants Beld- 
ing, Scovill, and Day, of Battery A, First Ohio Artillery, and the men 
under their command. The loss of three guns was from no fault of any 
one. Lieutenant Belding did splendid execution upon the enemy^s col- 
umn, and proved himself worthy of a command. I cannot too strongly 
urge his promotion upon the Executive of Ohio. 

Surgeons Kunkler, Park, Tuttle, Kelly, and Pitman, as well as Dr. 
Corey, hospital steward of the Forty -ninth Ohio, remained on the field 
and labored for days and nights, unaided, in caring for our wounded. 
For thus faithfully performing their duty, at the risk of maltreatment, 
and possibly captivity, they have secured the confidence and respect of 
this command. 

On theeveningof the 31st, Captain Schmitt, Lieutenants Green, Miles, 
and McGrath, of General Willich’s staff, reported to me for duty, and 
in all the subsequent operations of the command these gallant officers 
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were vi^laiit and prompt in every duty, and to them I am under special 
obli^jations for suggestions on the field. Though not acting under my 
personal observation on the 31st, they were in the thickest of the fight, 
and officers of experience speak of their conduct as being most intelli- 
gent and heroic in rallying our forces. James Purdy, mounted orderly, 
merits especial praise for bis activity and courage throughout the week 
of battles. 

I must express the deep regret of officers and men at the capture of 
Brigadier-General Willich ; having the confidence of the brigade, and 
being a soldier of education and experience, his removal from the com- 
mand at this juncture is a public misfortune. 

To Brigadier-General Johnson we are under obligations for constant 
vigilance, unremitting energy, and his many acts of kindness and ex- 
pressions of confidence toward this command. 

In the name of the brigade, I am allowed to thank Major-General 
McCook and the general-in-chief for their flattering attentions on the 
field, and for their repeated exhibitions of confidence in our efficiency, 
prudence, and courage. 

r am, most respectfully, 

W. H. GIBSO]^, 

Colonel^ Commanding First Brigade. 

Capt. J. E. Bartlett, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ISo. 35. 

Report of Lieut Col Charles T.HotehUss^Fighty'ninth Illinois Infantry. 

IlEADQUARTEES ElGHTY-NINTH ILLINOIS INFANTRY, 

First Brigade, Second Division, Eight Wing, 

In Camp near Murfreeshorough, Tenn.^ January 7, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by this regiment in the series- of engagements between the Federal and 
rebel forces near Murfreesborough, Tenn., and upon the approaches 
thereto, commencing on December 26, 1862, and ending on January 4, 
1863, when the latter, under General Bragg, were defeated by the army 
of General Eosecrans and forced to evacuate all their positions in and 
about Murfreesborough. 

This regiment left camp, in front of ISfashville, with my brigade on 
the morning of December 26, taking the Nolensville pike and moving 
slowly with the column (as the enemy had to be driven by the advance) 
through Nolensville, Triune, and along the Murfreesborough and Frank- 
lin road, arriving, on the night of the 30th, at a point about 3J miles 
due west from Murfreesborough, where, just after dark, the brigade 
was put in position on the extreme right of our right wing, about 200 
yards in rear of and at right angles with Kirk’s brigade. 

My regiment was formed in double column at half distance in rear of 
the Forty-ninth Ohio, which was formed in line, fronting south. The 
Fifteenth Ohio formed in line, fronting west, on my right flank, with 
Battery A, First Ohio Artillery, near the right flank of the Forty-ninth 
Ohio and the left flank of the Fifteenth Ohio, the Thirty-second and 
Thirty -ninth Indiana Eegiments being on picket covering the front of 
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our position both south and west, thus protecting the rear of the ex- 
treme right (Kirk’s brigade) of the right wing. In this position my men 
bivouacked without fires for the night. 

At 5.30 o’clock on the morning of December 31, as my men were build- 
ing fires for cooking, rapid firing was heard on Kirk’s front, which was 
almost instantly followed by the men of his brigade rushing in confusion 
and indiscriminately through our ranks and over my men, closely fol- 
lowed by a heavy column of rebel infantry. The enemy’s fire being 
very severe and heavy upon us, and the large number of fugitives pass- 
ing through and covering my front, together with peremptory orders 
communicated to regimental commanders of his brigade by General 
Willich the night previous, made it impossible for me to make a deploy- 
ment or otherwise advantageously change my position. 

To protect my men as much as possible from the enemy’s ’fire, 1 or- 
dered them to lie down. In that position they remained without confu- 
sion until my left wing was uncovered of fugitives and the enemy within 
50 yards of my position, when I ordered that wing to fire, which was 
done with good effect, the colors of the leading column of rebels falling. 
Having received no orders as yet, and seeing the other regiments of the 
brigade falling back, I gave the order to retire by the right flank, on 
double-quick, which was done (but with some confusion), to a lane, 
about 400 yards in a northwesterly direction, where I placed Captains 
Willett’s, Whiting’s, and Comstock’s, and Lieutenant Wells’ companies 
in a very good position. 

But few of our shots were wasted, the colors of the leading column of 
the enemy again falling under our fire ; but, being closely pressed, I 
ordered the companies to retire on the same line of direction to a point 
on a small creek, about 500 yards distant, where I placed Captains 
Eowell’s and Blake’s companies under the partial cover of a thicket, 
and their fire most materially checked the enemy’s advancing skirmish- 
ers, allowing me time to cross the creek with, and partially reorganize, 
my command, Captain Eowell’s gradually following. 

Following the line of the creek, I again crossed to a point some 500 
yards southeast of the Second Division hospital, where, in an open field, 
I joined a portion of each of the Forty-ninth and Fifteenth Ohio and 
Thirty-second Indiana Eegiments. The enemy’s cavalry appearing on 
our right, and their infantry approaching on our left flank, threatening 
to cut us off*, I moved by the left flank, the other regiments following, in 
a northeasterly direction, to a position in the woods on the south side 
of the Wilkinson pike, and about equidistant from the hospitals of the 
First (General Davis’) and the Second (General Johnson’s) Divisions, a 
position from which our fire, at short range over an open field, thinned 
the ranks and partially checked the advance of the rebels’ closely press- 
ing columns. 

At this point, being informed of the loss of General Willich and Colo- 
nel Gibson, the next senior officer, the command of the brigade was 
assumed by Colonel Wallace, of the Fifteenth Ohio. 

unknown) which here formed upon the right and 
left flanks of our brigade having retired, in obedience to orders I re- 
tired my regiment in line and in good order, making several stands in 
the same w^ds with the balance of the brigade to and near the right 
ot General Eousseau’s division, where I was ordered by General John- 
son to take position in a cedar thicket on the right with some troops (to 
me unknown) who were in front and joining on the right of said divis- 
ion. Soon afterward, the troops on my right and left of the line, which 
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they and I iu common held, having unexpectedly and rapidly retired, 
and my position just then receiving the brant of the enemy’s artillery 
and musketry fire, and my ammunition being exhausted, I retired my 
regiment, by the flank, to the rear, there replenishing my ammunition 
and resting my men, who had up to this time taken and delivered an 
unceasing fire for nearly five hours. 

Later in the day, being informed of the position of the balance of the 
brigade, I at once rejoined them, when I was put in position on the 
right of the same, thus unitedly forming the second line of infantry 
(General Davis’ division being in front) on the extreme right of the right 
wing, where we bivouacked that night without fires. 

The operations of the regiment during the subsequent four days were 
in common with the brigade, and were not of a character to need from 
me particular mention, with the exception of the part taken by it on 
the night of Friday, January 2, when, under the command of Captain 
Williams (myself being unable to take active command), it had the 
responsible position of guarding the ford and supporting Captain Stokes’ 
(Chicago Board of Trade) battery, while the forces under General iJiTeg- 
ley made the successful charge upon the enemy’s right. 

The behavior of the officers and men during this period, particularly 
in the trying action of the 31st, was, in steadiness and bravery, all that 
could be required by any commander. This phrase fully expresses my 
estimate of their conduct : “ Every man that day did his duty.” Where 
bravery and obedience were so general it is difficult for me to make 
personal discrimination ; but among my non-commissioned officers I pai> 
ticularly commend, for their gallantry in rallying to my colors fugitives 
from other commands, Sergt. Maj. John M. Farquhar and Sergt. Erastus 
O. Young, of Company A; also Capt. Button G, Cody, of the Thirty- 
ninth Indiana, and Lieutenant Seifert, of the Thirty-second Indiana, 
who tendered their services to me on the field and fought gallantly in 
my ranks. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. T. HOTCHKISS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding. 

Capt. Carl Schmitt, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 36. 

Be^ort of Lieut. Col. Fraiik Frdelmeyerj Thirty-second Indiana Infantry. 

Hhqrs. Thirty- second Indiana Yoltjnteers, 

Oamp near Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.y January 7, 1863. 
Sir: I respectfully submit to you the official report of the part taken 
by the Thirty-second Indiana Volunteers in the late battle at Murfrees- 
borough and in the events of the days preceding. 

The regiment left camp, near Mill Creek, on the morning of Decem- 
ber 26, 1862, and marched to Nolensville. 

On the 27th, the regiment advanced to Triune. 

On the 28th, having the advance guard of the brigade, participated 
in a reconnaissance toward Shelbyville. 

On the 29th, we left Triune, crossing over to within 4 miles of Mur- 
freesborough. 
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On the 30th, the battle having commenced, the regiment moved up 
to the road and performed picket duty on the right flank of the extreme 

right of the army corps. * t i x* 

On the morning of the 31st, firing having been heard on our left, 
Lieut. S. Green, of the staff of General A. "V^'illich, ordered me to draw 
in the pickets and move up to the brigade. Before I was able to as- 
semble seven companies of my command and form them in line, facing 
toward the center, I observed the enemy^s columns advancing and firing. 
At the same time a great portion of our battery, guns, caissons, and 
battery teams, together with a dense mass of infaiitry, in disorder, came 
rushing toward us, and, breaking through the regiment, forced our men 
to give way and fall back. The confusion and jianic having then be- 
come general, I was unable to reassemble the regiment imtil we had 
retreated along the creek for nearly three-quarters of a mile, when we 
succeeded in rallying about 200 of our men. 

I would respectfully state that Lieutenant Belding, of Captain Good- 
speed’s battery, retreated with me with one gun, and, by firing several 
times on the enemy,* checked their flanking columns. We then moved 
toward the center of the engagement, firing on the enemy’s cavalry at 
different times, and met at a rise of the ground the rest ot the division, 
where Colonel Wallace, of the Fifteenth Ohio, directed me to fall in 
line with his regiment. The enemy advancing at that time, we fought 
there for more than an hour, and, being relieved by fresh troops, fell back 
and joined the brigade. 

In the afternoon of January 1 we moved to a strip of wood on the 
right of the first hospital on the liTashville road, and remained there 
during the night, picketing. 

On the 2d we moved with the brigade as reserve to the center of the 
right wing. 

Toward 5 o’clock the brigade was ordered to charge on the enemy on 
the left of our center. While the regiment advanced in line of battle 
toward Stone’s Eiver, General Palmer rode up and ordered me to move 
the regiment by the right flank into a strip of wood on our right, occu- 
pied by the enemy. 

On approaching said wood I received their fire and threw out my 
skirmishers to cover my advance. We then charged and drove them 
back to the edge of the hill, where the heavy firing commenced, the 
enem.y contesting every inch of ground. My skirmishers, advancing 
on the right and left, unexpectedly found themselves within 15 yards of 
the enemy, lying below the crest of the hill. 

At that time a regiment came up to our support on the right. They 
fired one volley and fell back in disorder. A second regiment (Thirty- 
first Indiana) came up in fine style, and at the right moment assisted us 
in driving the enemy from his position, causing him to retreat precipi- 
tately and in great disorder across Stone’s Eiver. It having grown 
night for nearly two hours, it was impossible to gain more advantages 
or better results of the fight, keeping our position until relieved by Gen- 
eral Palmer’s pickets, after which we returned to camp. 

The casualties of December 31 amount to 2 killed, 13 wounded, and 
115 missing ; of January 2, 10 killed, 27 wounded, and none missing. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANK EEDBLMEYEE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Oomdg, Thirty-second Indiana Volunteers, 

Ool. W. H. Gibson, 

Commanding First Brigade, 
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Ko. 37. 

Ite^ort of lAeut, GoL Fielder Jl. Jones, Thirty -ninth Indiana Infantry. 

Camp near Mxjrpreesboroxjgh, Tenn,, 

January 7, 1863. 

Sir : T liave the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the Thirty-ninth Eegiment of Indiana Volunteers since Decem- 
ber 25, 1862 : 

Nothing of note occurred after breaking camp near Nashville, Teton., 
until the regiment arrived on the field of operations in the enemy’s front, 
near Murfreesborough, Tenn., where it arrived December 30, 1862. 

On the evening of the same day the First Brigade, to which the regi- 
ment belongs, was moved to the extreme right wing of the army, the 
line of battle of the brigade being nearly at right angles with that of 
the right wing. 

I was ordered to detail five companies from the Thirty-ninth Indiana 
for picket duty during the night. My orders were to join the left of my 
line with the right of G-eneral Kirk, and join my right on the left of the 
picket line of the Thirty-second, and leave the five reserve companies 
in line of battle, facing toward my picket line. Companies A, B, C, D, 
and K were detailed, and, having deployed A, CjUnd D as skirmishers, 
with B and K as supports, I joined picket lines with General Kirk and 
Thirty-second Indiana, as ordered. The following diagram will aid in 
explaining the operations of the 31st ; 



Aj line of "battle of right wing ; B, position of reserve companies of Thirty-ninth 
Indiana ; dotted line a, General Kirk^s pickets ; dotted line picket line of Thirty- 
ninth Indiana, distant from the reserve one-half mile ; line extends through open 
corn-field from point H to house E ; D, fence. , 

About 3 a. m. December 31, 1862, I received orders from General 
Willich to throw forward one company to patrol the woods F, in our 
front, and distant about 600 yards. Captain Herring, acting major, 
immediately sent Company B forward for that purpose. 

At early daylight General Willich ordered me, in case there should 
be any indication that the rebels had placed a battery in our front, to 
move my picket line at once to the woods F, and hold it till the brigade 
could give me support. I went immediately to the picket line, and, learn- 
ing from the patrol that no indication of the enemy had been seen, I 
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■was ou the point of ordering Company B from the front, when several 
shots were fired from the pickets on our left, who gave way at the point 
H, leaving our flank exposed. 1 ordered Lieutenant Stanley to recon- 
nect his line with General Kirk and hold his ground. At the same time 
I ordered all the company reserves on the picket line, forming a very 
strong skirmish line. Scarcely had this disposition been made when 
Kirk^s pickets again gave way, and three regiments of rebel infantry, 
moving abreast in line of battle, w^ere interposed between my picket 
line and the reserve companies. Many of my men were shot down at 
theiir post by the enemy who had moved into their rear. 

Seeing that the rebel line of battle was oblique to that of our right 
wing, and supposing that our brigade would either change obliquely ou 
the Thirty-ninth Indiana, or place the batteries in position to enfilade 
the rebel lines, I, partly to support such a movement, and partly to secure 
an opportunity to rally the pickets on the reserve, ordered Captain Her- 
ring to move the pickets in double-quick time by the right flank and 
take position behind the fence D, and open Are on the advancing foe, at 
the same time sending Lieutenant Keal to the house E, to ox>en the i'eiice 
and show the companies where to commence filing to the right. We 
succeeded in rallying Company A, and parts of Companies 1) and K, 
behind the fence, when the enemy opened upon us a murderous fire. 
Lieutenant Keal fell mortally wounded, and of the few who took posi- 
tion there, nearly one-half were either killed or wounded. Twice did 
our fire cause the enemy’s lines to halt and waver, but he quickly rallied 
and moved forward. Had we been supported here, either with infimtry 
or artillery, the enemy would have been repulsed wiih great slaughter. 
But no support came. Three rebel standards were within 30 feet of the 
fence when I ordered the men to double-quick to the cedar thicket C, 
where they again made a stand and covered the retreat of one piece of 
Goodspeed’s battery. 

Here I first learned that my five reserve companies, under command 
of Captain Cody, senior captain, had charged, front forward, on seven 
companies, and had bravely held their ground until the regiment on 
their left had given way, when they were forced to abandon their posi- 
tion. They retired in good order for some distance, when their ranks 
were thrown into confusion by the rush of stragglers through their lines. 
Seeing our colors at a distance, I ordered the skirmishers to fall back 
at once and join them. I met Colonel Gibson near this point, and we 
selected a ground on which to rally our two regiments ; but ignorance 
of the topography of the country, and the operations of our cavalry, 
threw me so fax over to the right as to separate melroin Colonel Gibson 
and involve me in difficulty with the rebel cavali y, which was swarming 
on our flank. The division train being threatened by this cavalry, I 
rallied as many men as possible to its support, and escorted it safely and 
in good order to the Kashville pike. 

Here both myself and the other officers did our utmost to file the 
regiment to the right and join the center of our army ; but at this time 
the panic on the pike was at the highest, and our men were swept away 
as by a whirlwind, leaving me but a handful of men and officers. With 
these, after having been under a murderous fire for over eight hours, 
with our colors lost and men dispirited, I joined General Johnson, near 
the rear of the center of our army. Had I been better acquainted with 
the topography of the country I might have saved more men ; but hour 
after hour elapsed, and I received no orders, and I did not even know 
where to direct my line of retreat j yet every obstacle, thicket, fence, 
or ravine was taken advantage of, and at no time was oar fire relaxed. 
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Our loss was terrible. We had 31 killed, including 1 lieutenant ; 
118 wounded, including 2 lieutenants, and 231 missing, including 1 
captain and 1 lieutenant. Of those reported missing, I have reason to 
believe that very many are wounded, though, perhaps, slightly. * 

How well the regiment fought let the above fearful list proclaim. 
Over 30 fell behind the fence D, while opposed to ten times their num- 
ber, yet no man left his post until ordered. Lieutenant hTeal, acting 
adjutant, fell here. ISTo truer gentleman, no better soldier or braver man 
belongs to the great patriot army. He fell at his post doing his duty. 
He is no longer with us^ but his name is in his country's history and 
his memory is enshrined in the hearts of us all who knew him well. 
Lieutenant Leavell was also wounded while in the discharge of his duty. 
He is a brave man and good officer. Most of the company officers 
acted manfully. 

I am under obligations to Captains McCoy, McClelland, Cody, and 
Graham, Lieutenants Foote, Stanley, Mitchell, Clark, Hamilton, and 
Scott for efficient and timely aid. Of Capt. Thomas Herring, acting 
major, I cannot say too much in his praise. He was always at the post 
of danger, brave and cool, aiding here in rallying the men and therein^ 
directing the fire, so as to make it most effective. He deserves well of* 
his regiment and his country. Pri^/ate James Gray, of Company E, 
behaved nobly. IsTo commissioned officer did more that day to rally 
the men than he did. He deserves promotion. Sergeants Boyer, Jones, 
Crozier, Koah W. Downs, Daniel Wilkins, and Mart Mollihan are also 
worthy of mention. Asst. Surg. John Gray did everything mortal 
man could do in caring for the wounded, and richly merits the deepest 
gratitude of the regiment and friends of the wounded. 

On January 1, 1863, the Forty -ninth Ohio and Thirty-ninth Indiana 
were consolidated, at the request of Colonel Gibson, commanding bri- 
gade, and the request of the officers of the Forty-ninth. I assumed 
command of the two. 


My command took an important part in the maneuvering in the right 
wing on January 1, and ako in the bayonet charge of the brigade on 
the evening of January 2. In this charge the men were in excellent 
spirits, and never in the history of the two regiments did they fight 
with greater desperation than on that night. Three men of the Forty- 
ninth Ohio were wounded by shells thrown from the enemy^s batteries. 

My thanks are due to Captains Hays, Gray, and Tyler; also to Lieu- 
tenant Kessler and Adjt. C. A. Norton. Their untiring energy and zeal 
aroused the drooping spirits of the men, and excited enthusiasm out of 
despondency. 


Very respectfully, 


F. A. JONES, 


Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding Thirty-ninth Indiana. 


Capt. Carl Schmitt, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 38. 

Bejgort of Col. William Wallace^ Fifteenth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Fipteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

January 7, 1863. 

Sir : In accordance with orders from Colonel Gibson, commanding 
brigade, I have the honor to report to you the part taken by the Fif- 
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teentli Ohio in the march from Kashville to Murfreesborough, and the 
engagements in which the Fifteenth participated. 

We were first engaged with the enemy on the morning of December 
31, 1862, about 7 o’clock, when I found the enemy approaching in our 
rear, and received the order from Colonel Gibson to move out and form 
line of battle. To do this I countermarched the regiment and took up 
a position about 10 rods in front of my camp. By the time this was 
accomplished the brigade in rear of the First Brigade had given way, 
and, with the balance of our brigade, was in full retreat. We held this 
position only long enough to cover the retreat of our forces, when I gave 
the order to fall back. 

It was at this point that the brave and gallant Lieutenant-Colonel 
Askew fell, severely wounded in the thigh, and was taken prisoner, and 
the no less brave Captain Douglass and Lieutenant Hilles also fell — 
Captain Douglass wounded in the breast, and Lieutenant Hilles in the 
thigh 5 both fell into the enemy’s hands. None of the above have been 
paroled, and are now within our lines. Major McClenahan was slightly 
wounded in the shoulder, but made his escape on foot with the regiment. 
Five men of the regiment were killed at this point. The reti'eat was 
through an open field, with a high fence to cross before we could get 
under cover of the wood. Most of my killed and wounded occurred at 
or near this fence. 

Having placed this fence between us and the enemy, we fell back in 
good order, keeping up a brisk and deadly fire on the advancing foe. 
I rallied the regiment about one-half mile from my camp, being greatly 
assisted by Captain Dawson and Adjutant Dubois, both of whom showed 
themselves to be brave and gallant officers. 

At this time I found myself in command of the brigade, and my report 
of the 15th for the balance of the day will be included in that of the 
brigade, which was rallied here, and, with one piece of artillery, under 
Lieutenant Belding, we checked the advance of the rebel column. 

Lieutenant Belding is deserving of great praise for the admirable 
manner of handling his piece. From the effects of three shots not less 
than 100 of the enemy fell. 

When in command of the brigade. Adjutant Norton, of the Forty- 
ninth Ohio, Captain Schmitt, Lieuterfants Miles, Green, and McGrath, 
of General Willich’s staff, rendered invaluable assistance in rallying the 
men, in charging the enemy, and conducting the retreat. 

Captain Dawson took command of the Fifteenth Ohio, Major McOlen- 
ahan not feeling able to do so, and once, when there was danger of the 
men breaking in wild confusion, he seized the colors of the Fifteenth, 
and, by a united cheer, the brigade was again formed, and checked 
again the enemy’s advance ; the brigade fell back at last in rear of Gen- 
eral Eousseau’s lines, and formed again, and held the rebel advance in 
check, but were again compelled to fall back, by the overwhelming num- 
bers of the enemy, in rear of General Van Cleve’s division, who put a 
stop to the further advance of the enemy. 

On the evening of this day I learned" with pleaisure of the safety of 
Colonel Gibson, who took command of the brigade. Under his direc- 
tion the Fifteenth took part in the maneuvering on the right the follow- 
ing day, and on the succeeding day was present in the charge made by 
the First Brigade upon the right of the enemy, and in which but one 
man of the Fifteenth was injured, Sergeant Malin, who was struck by a 
piece of shell in the thigh. 

Major McClenahan rejoined the regiment on the 3d, having been 
ordered to do so by the brigade commander. I am pleased to mention 
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with pride the gallant bearing of all the company officers of the Fifteenth 
who took part in the action of the 31st and the following days of the 
conflict. They did their whole duty under the trying circumstances 
under which they were placed. 

Lieutenant Fowler was wounded slightly in the right leg and taken 
prisoner on the 31st, but he is now within our lines. 

From December 31 to the evening of January 4 the loss of the Fif- 
teenth was: Killed, 17; wounded, 685 missing, i27. 

Your obedient servant, 


WM. WALLACE, 

CoJo7iel, Commanding Fifteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
Capt. Carl Schmitt, 

A. A. (?., First Frig.j Second Div.^ Right ^ing^ Fotirteenth A. C. 


P. S. — I cannot close my report without speaking in terms of the 
highest commendation of Dr. Kelly, of this regiment, who remained 
with our wounded, and by his untiring efforts succeeded in having our 
unlucky braves made as comfortable as the nature of the circumstances 
would permit. 

[Addenda.] 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of the Cumberland, 

Ko. 55. i Miirfreesboroughj Tenn,, March 21, 1SG3. 

1. At a court of inquiry, convened at Murfreesborough, Tenn., pur- 
suant to Special Field Orders, Ko. 59, Headquarters Department of the 
Cumberland, on the request of Maj. John McClenahan, to report on the 
charges against him during the battle of Stone’s Eiver, of which court 
Col. Stanley Matthews, Fifty-first Ohio Yolunteeis, was president, and 
Capt. D. G. Swaim, assistant adjutant-general, was recorder, the follow- 
ing facts were found upon the testimony : 

1 st. That on the 31st of December, 1862, at the battle of Stone’s Eiver, 
the Fifteenth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers was part of the First Brigade, 
Second Division, Eight Wing; that early in the day General Willich, the 
brigade commander, was taken prisoner by the enemy, and Col. W. H. 
Gibson, the next ranking officer, with a portion of the command, was cut 
off from the main body of the brigade, whereby the command devolved 
upon Colonel Wallace, Fifteenth Ohio Volunteers; that thereby the 
command of said regiment devolved upon Major McClenahan, the senior 
officer present; that previously thereto Major McClenahan had been 
wounded by a bullet passing through the muscles over the scapida, and 
through the spine of the scapula of the right shoulder ; that said wound 
was sufficient to {)revent the ordinary use of the right shoulder and arm, 
but was not severe enough to disable Major McClenahan from remaining 
in the field on horseback, or to unfit him, under the circumstances, for 
the discharge of his field duties; that it was an occasion of great 
urgency, requiring extraordinary exertion and endurance on the part of 
every officer and soldier, the whole line of the corps being driven by the 
enemy from its position, and this brigade, including the Fifteenth Eegi- 
ment Ohio Volunteers, having been thrown into confusion ; that when 
Major McClenahan was notified that the command of the regiment de- 
volved upon him, he declined, formally, to assume it, on account of his 
wound, and thereupon Colonel Wallace ordered Captain Dawson, of 
the same regiment, to assume command thereof, which he did; that 
Major McClenahan nevertheless remained with the regiment until it 
bad fallen back to a position on the Murfreesborough turnpike, at about 
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3 p. m., after which it was not again engaged with the enemy, exerting 
himself, to the best of his ability, to form, rally, and cheer his men, and 
that, when the regiment reached the position last named, he left, for the 
first time, to have his wound examined and dressed. 

2d. That on the several succeeding days of that week the said regi- 
ment was not actually engaged with the enemy, except slightly on the 
Friday afternoon: that during that period Colonel Wallace, having 
been relieved by Colonel Gibson from the command of the brigade, had 
taken command of the regiment, and the necessity for Major McClena- 
han’s presence and services was not so great ; that, accordingly, he was 
not continually present with the regiment after the 31st of December,. 
1862, until January 3, 1863, nor on duty with it, but went on duty on 
the date last mentioned, on the order of his brigade commander; and 
subsequently, upon a medical certificate and by order of the medical 
director, went to Kashville for treatment, and obtained leave of absence 
for twenty days on account of his wound. 

Upon these facts the court is of the following opinion : 

That there was nothing in the conduct of Major McOlenahan, on the 
occasions referred to, that can be construed to support any charge of 
cowardice, disobedience of orders, or other misbehavior in the face of the 
enemy, but that he is censurable for not assuming the formal command 
of the regiment during the actual engagement on the Slst of December, 
1862. 

11. The finding of the court is approved. 

By command of Major-General Bosecraus : 

0. GODDAED, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 39. 

Rejport of Col Joseph B. Bodge^ Thirtieth Indiana Infantry^ commanding 

Second Brigade. 

Headquarters Second Brigade, Second Division, 

In Gamp near Murfreeshoroughj Tenn.^ January 8, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with your order of the 7th instant I have the 
honor to respectfully submit the following report of the operations of 
this command since the 26th of December last up to the evening of the 
31st ultimo: 

On the morning of December 26, last, this brigade left camp, near 
Nashville, under command of Brig. Gen. E. N, Kirk,’ and marched out 
on the Nolensville pike about 12 miles, where we encamped during the 
night. Although there was heavy skirmishing in our front and on each 
flank, we were in nowise engaged with the enemy during that day, as 
there was a heavy force of I^ederal troops in front of this brigade and 
between it and the enemy. 

On the morning of the 27th we were ordered to resume the march, 
and on that day the brigade was in advance of our whole forces, with, 
the exception of the cavalry, which was thrown out as skirmishers in 
advance. 

About 1 mile from where we had bivouacked for the night the enemy 
made his appearance in considerable force, composed of cavalry and 
supported by artillery, all of which opened upon us, and he showed a 
disposition to contest the ground over which we wished to pass. The^ 
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Thirty-fourth Eegiment Illinois Volunteers and the Twenty -ninth In- 
diana were promptly deployed as skirmishers, each regiment retaining 
a good reserve, and thrown forward, with instructions to push on as 
rapidly as possible, which order was obeyed with alacrity and skill, and 
the other r^^cimont^a of the brigade moved forward in line of battle, the 
Thirtieth I • • ■ ! ■ i s m ^ iipporting Edgarton’s battery. 

Owing to a dense fog, which enveloped everything, so that we could 
not distinguish the troops of the enemy from our own, it was deemed 
prudent to halt until the fog partially disappeared, when we again 
moved forward, with continued skirmishing on our front, until we gained 
an elevated position overlooking the village of Triune. Here the enemy 
were in plain view, drawn up in line of battle, the center of their line 
being in the village. Edgarton’s battery opened upon them imme- 
diately with splendid effect, soon throwing them into disorder, and dis- 
abling at least one piece of their artillery, as I have good reason to 
believe. While in this position a very heavy rain commenced, accom- 
Xianied with fog, rendering an advance immediately hazardous. 

The fog disappeared again in the course of about an hour, when we 
again advanced ; but, owing to the ground being very much softened by . 
the rain, the men’s clothes were so saturated with water that it was 
impossible to do so at the rate of speed desired. The enemy had de- 
stroyed a bridge across a stream that runs through the edge of the 
town, thus compelling the artillery to make a detour of nearly a mile 
to a ford, and by this means gained time to collect his scattered forces 
and withdraw. On that night we bivouacked about 1 mile south of 
Triune. 

During that day this brigade lost none in killed or wounded, but in- 
flicted considerable loss upon the enemy. The officers and men engaged 
showed themselves to be cool, skiUful, and courageous, and behaved 
splendidly. 

We staid at the above-mentioned place all of the 28th, and on the 
morning of the 29th took up our march for Murfreesborough. During 
this day nothing of importance occurred. We bivouacked that night 
in an open field, without fires, and in a cold, drenching rain. 

On the morning of the 30th we were ordered out to take position, pre- 
paratory to an expected attack upon the enemy. Heavy skirmishing 
and fighting was going on in front of us during the whole day, in which 
we took no active part until about 3 p. m., at about which time we 
arrived at the extreme right of the line of our army. 

At that time the enemy had a battery of artillery stationed directly 
in front of this brigade, which was pouring a destructive fire into some 
troox>s on our left, belonging to Brig. Gen. J. C. Davis’ division. Gen- 
eral Kirk immediately ordered Captain Edgarton’s battery to open upon 
it, which order was complied with, with great execution, dismounting 
one of the enemy’s pieces, and killing quite a number of men in a very 
few moments, and driving him from his position. 

There was no more firing, either from artillery or infantry, that evening 
or night. The brigade was formed in line of battle, the Thirty -fourth 
Illinois, Maj. A. P. Dysart commanding, on the extreme rights the 
Twenty-ninth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn commanding, next on 
the left; the Thirtieth Indiana, Col. J. B. Dodge, next, and the Seventy- 
seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Housum commanding, on the 
left ; Edgarton’s battery (E, First Ohio Artillery) in the rear and to 
the left of the Thirty-fourth Illinois, in a cedar grove, with a rather 
dense thicket immediately in front of the three left regiments. A strong 
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picket line was thrown out from 150 to 200 yards in front, with a corn- 
held in front of their (the picket) line. Every precaution that was pos- 
isible was taken to prevent surprise, and to give seasonable warning of 
the approach of the enemy. 

The brigade was up and under arms for nearly or quite an hour be- 
fore daylight. Just after daylight a part of the horses of the battery 
were unhitched from the caissons and taken to water, which was close 
by. Just at this moment the enemy made his appearance on our front 
and right in immense force, and formed in close columns, with a front 
equal to the length of a battalion in line and ten or twelve ranks in 
depth. General Kirk immediately ordered the Thirty-fourth Illinois to 
advance to near where the picket was stationed, in order to check, at 
least, the advance of the enemy, and save the battery, if possible, which 
movement was promptly executed under an awful tire, w^hich almost 
annihilated the picket line or line of skirmishers, which it really was, 
and killed or wounded a large number in the line, some 150 or 200 yards 
in the rear. The battery under command of Captain Edgarton imme- 
diately opened with canister upon the enemy, and only had time to fire 
eight rounds before the battery was taken. Kearly or quite one-half of 
* the horses were killed or wounded, so as to be unmanageable, by the 
first fire from the enemy, and it was impossible to remove it from the 
ground. 

Captain Edgarton and his officers and men fought nobly, as the num- 
ber of killed and wounded will testify, and did everything possible to 
maintain their ground against an overpowering force. The captain was 
taken prisoner while assisting to work his guns, and Lieutenant Ber- 
wick was bayoneted and taken prisoner while assisting him. General 
Kirk was seriously wounded at almost the first fire, and I then succeeded 
to the command of the brigade. 

The fire the enemy received from us, although well directed, and as 
effective as a fire from two ranks generally is, produced no visible effect 
upon him as he moved his heavy column forward upon a double-quick. 
General Eains, who commanded a part of their column, fell dead or mor- 
tally wounded at this point. 

The enemy then moved to the left oblique, or nearly, by his left flank, 
until his center was opposite our extreme right, when he moved forward 
again, changing direction to his right as he did so, so as to bring his 
whole force upon our most exposed point. We held our ground until 
our ranks were not more than 20 yards from the enemy, when I was 
forced to retire, having no support and seeing that it was a needless 
waste of life to contend in that position with at least twenty times the 
number of men I then had left, which was done in the best order possi- 
ble, across a corn-field in the rear and to the left of our first position, to 
a field one side of which was on rising ground and overlooking the 
ground over which the enemy must advance to attack. 

I here formed the Thirtieth Indiana, at that time under command of 
Lieut. Col. O. D. Hurd, of that regiment, and the Seventy-ninth Illinois, 
Col. S. P. Bead commanding, that had just reported to me (it having 
been detailed to guard a train the day before, and had just arrived upon 
the field), behind a fence on the rise of ground before spoken of. Before 
the Seventy-ninth Illinois reached the fence, and while it was at least 
200 yards distant from it, the enemy made his appearance and instantly 
poured a terrible fire into their ranks. Although a new regiment, they 
advanced with a firmness that would have done credit to veterans, and, 
after reaching the fence, poured a terribly destructive fire into the 
enemy. 



Chap, XXSIII ] 


THE stone’s river CAMPAIGN, 


321 


Here, assisted by Captain Simonson’s (Fifth Indiana) battery, this 
bripfade, unsupported, except by the Third Brigade, which was on our 
left, and almost alone, succeeded in checking the enemy, bringing his 
columns to a halt, and requiring the utmost exertions of his officers to 
keep his men from fleeing in disorder from the field, during all of which 
time a tremendous fire was kept up. The enemy finally succeeded in 
throwing his left wing forward across the fence, thus outfianking this 
brigade and dislodging us from that position ; but the number of dead 
left by him on that ground for five days afterward shows conclusively 
that it was by far the dearest position to him that he gained that day. 

Colonel Bead, of the Seventy-ninth Illinois, was killed instantly while 
bravely urging his men on. In his death the service has lost a fine offi- 
cer, a brave soldier, and a true man. Adjutant Stribley, of the Thirtieth 
Indiana, was also killed here. The service contained no braver or cooler- 
officer than he. The Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Housum commanding, at the time of the occurrences above men- 
tioned was some 600 yards on the left of the troops under my immediate 
command, acting with a brigade in General Davis’ division. While 
hotly engaged with the enemy, Colonel Housam was wounded severely, 
from which he died shortly afterward. He was a cool, clear-headed, 
courageous officer and gentleman. 

After being driven from the fence, I retired my command to a piece 
of woods in the rear of my former position, the enemy closely following- 
up with infantry on our rear and cavalry on our left flank. I halted my 
command twice, and formed a line and undertook to hold him in check, 
but it was impossible to do but little, owing to our weakened condition 
and the absence of all support. 

I finally fell back to near the Murfreesborough and Nashville turnpike, 
and made up my mind that the enemy must be stopped there. I had at 
that time the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Captain Eose commanding, 
Twenty-ninth Indiana, Major Collins commanding, and about 100 men 
belonging to the Thirtieth Indiana, Thirty-fourth Illinois, and Seventy- 
ninth Illinois ; in all, about, at that time, 500 men. By command of 
Brigadier-General Johnson, I formed my little force on the right of Cap- 
tain Simonson’s battery, which was in action with one of the enemy’s 
batteries, which was soon silenced, immediately after which it (Captain 
Simonson’s battery) was placed in another position. 

I wish to be pardoned for testifying here to the skill, efficiency, and 
courage displayed by Captain Simonson and his officers and men during 
that day. I then moved my command some 150 yards to the right of 
where it had been while supporting the battery, into a piece of woods, 
and took a good position for defense. 

Some troops belonging to some other division moved in on my left 
just at that moment, and a moment after the remains of the column that 
made the first attack in the morning made its appearance, coming up 
on a double-quick. I immediately gave the command forward, and my 
command met them, poured in a deadly volley, and rushed forward. 
Their advance was stopped, their line wavered, and in a moment was in 
full retreat, and thus the brigade that received the first attack from this 
column in the morning had the satisfaction of giving it the first repulse 
it received during the day. I followed them but a short distance, when 
I got a regiment to relieve the command I had left, as they were entirely 
out of ammunition, and, by order of General J ohnson, I took them back 
and formed along the railroad, and got a supply. 

I was then ordered back to the bank of the river, where I awaited 
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further orders. While there, an officer rode up and informed me that 
the enemy^s cavalry was attempting to cross the river some distance 
below, near a hospital, and that it was important that we should have 
a force there. There was no superior officer near, and I took the respon- 
sibility of at once moving to the point designated and forming in line. 
The enemy, seeing us approach, promptly fell back, but not until he had 
taken quite a number of prisoners, as I understand. 

I then returned to the turnpike, and at dark bivouacked in the woods 
near by, where we spent the night. 

On the morning of the 1 st instant I placed my command in line, under 
your directions, and we immediately threw up a line of breastworks, 
behind which we bivouacked until the evening of the 3d instant, without 
any movement of importance on our part, with the exception that on 
the 2d instant, at about 9 p. m., I was ordered to take four companies 
from my command and a like number from the Third Brigade of this 
division, and to advance to our front until I reached the Franklin turn- 
pike or found the enemy in force. 

lb was a very dark night, and I took my little command according to 
your orders, deployed the whole as skirmishers, and started. I first 
crossed an open field or fields nearly to the woods in our front, where 
1 could distinctly hear the enemy chopping and moving either artillery 
or heavy wagonL When we got about 20 yards from the edge of the 
woods, I distinctly heard officers giving commands to their men, and, 
fearful that I was going into a trap, I ordered my men to fire, which was 
promptly obeyed, and my suspicions confirmed, as the enemy returned 
a withering volley in reply. Found at least ten times the number I had 
with me. Having ascertained that the enemy were in heavy force near 
our lines, thereby accomplishing the purpose for which I was sent out, 
I ordered my men to retire, which they did in good order, losing but 4 
wounded; none killed. 

The officers and men under my command, during this terrible battle, 
behaved with great coolness and courage under the most trying circum- 
stances. 

I cannot help but bring to the notice of the cobumanding general the 
gallant conduct of Capt. T. E. Eose, of the Seventy-seventh Pennsyl- 
vania Eegimeut, who took command of his regiment after Lieutenant- 
Colonel Housum was wounded, and 'who, by his skill, perseverance, and 
energy, kept his regiment well together, and, by his example, urged on 
his men to attack the enemy when all around was disorder and con- 
fusion. 

Major Collins, of the Twenty -ninth Indiana, took command of that reg- 
iment about 9 a. m. on the 31st, after Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn had, by 
some means, become separated from his command, and fought nobly. 

Major Buckner, of the Seventy-ninth Illinois, took command of that 
regiment after the death of Colonel Bead, and gallantly rallied his men, 
and showed himself worthy of a higher position than he now holds. 

Maj. A. P. Dysart, commanding the Thirty* fourth Illinois, distin- 
guished himself in his efforts to arrest the enemy’s progress, and his reg- 
iment stood by him until it was utterly impossible for the same number 
of men, without support, to do so longer. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Hurd, commanding, and Major Fitzsimmons (who 
was taken by the enemy), of the Thirtieth Indiana, showed that they 
were wortliy of the positions they occupy. Both needlessly, almost, ex- 
posed themselves, and were untiring in their efforts to stop'the progress 
of what seemed a victorious enemy. 
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I can bat express my heartfelt thanks to my staff for their conduct on 
the field— firm, cool, energetic, and fearless, their assistance was inval- 
uable. Capt. D. 0. Wagner, acting assistant adjutant-general; Capt. 
E. P. Edsall, acting assistant inspector-general ; Lieut. L 0. McElfat- 
rick, topographical engineer, and Lieutenants Baldwin and Walker, 
aides, were untiring in their efforts to rally the troops, and to their 
exertions the whole right wing of the army is, in my opinion, indebted. 

Dr. George W . Hewitt, acting brigade surgeon, was untiring in his 
exertions in behalf* of the wounded, and was captured while at his post 
by the enemy, as was also Dr. Hostetter, of the Thirty-fourth Illinois, 
Dr. Keen, of the Twenty-ninth Indiana, and Dr. McAllister, of the Sev- 
enty-ninth Illinois, were all taken where a surgeon should be in time of 
action, attending to the duties of their profession. While in the enemy^s 
lines they were engaged night and day in taking care of our wounded. 
They have been released since, and their horses retained by the enemy, 
in pursuance, as they report, of order of General Wharton. Surgeon 
Downey, of the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, was fortunately spared, 
and staid with the brigade. He was of invaluable service to those who 
were so unfortunate as to require the attention of a surgeon. 

The medical department of this brigade was in splendid condition, 
thanks to Dr. Hewitt and division medical director, Dr. Marks, and, not- 
withstanding our loss in surgeons, the wounded were well cared for. 

Chaplain Bradshaw, Seventy-ninth Illinois, and Chaplain Decker, of 
the Thirty-fourth Illinois, exposed themselves in the most fearless man- 
ner in taking care of the wounded, taking them off the field, &c., and 
proved themselves to be well worthy, at least, of the positions they 
occupy. 

This brigade met with a serious loss, in the person of General Kirk, 
early in the engagement. He fell at the head of his brigade, trying man- 
fully to resist and repel the overwhelming force thrown against it. 

Accompanying, please find a summary of killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing of this command. The missing are, a large majority of them, I 
fear, wounded and in the hands of the enemy ; also, please find reports 
of regimental commanders of this brigade and complete list, by name, 
of casualties. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

J. B. DODGE, 

Coloyiel Thirtieth IndUinaj Commanding Second Brigade, 

Captain Bartlett, 

A ctin g A ssis tant A djutant- General. 

P. S. — Excuse me for calling the attention of the general commanding 
to a gallant charge made by the Seventy- seventh Pennsylvania, while 
they were separated from this brigade, and were acting in concert with 
a brigade in Brig. Gen. J. C. Davis’ division. A battery in possession 
of the enemy made its appearance directly in their front and opened 
upon them. " Lieutenant-Colonel Housum immediately ordered a charge 
upon it, which was obeyed instantly by his command. The cannoneers 
were either killed or wounded, the horses disabled, so they could not 
move back. The Seventy -seventh had possession of Captain Edgarton’s 
battery, which the enemy had brought along with them, for a few mo- 
ments, hut before they could do anything more than compel the enemy 
to spike the guns, a heavy force of infantry made its appearance in their 
front and flank, and they were compelled to retire, during which move- 
ment Lieutenant-Oolonei Housum was mortally wounded. 
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General summary of hilled^ weunded, and missing in the Second Brigade^ Second Dwision 
(Bight Wing)j in the battle before Murfreesborough, Term., on December 31, 1862. 
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Very respectfally submitted. 

Colonel Thirtieth 


J. B. DODGE, 

Indiana Volunteers, Commanding Second Brigade. 


Owing to tiie absence of tbe officers and men of Battery E, First Ohio 
Volunteer Artillery, I am unable to procure a report of casualties, &c., 
as required by your order. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. C. WAGNEE, 

Captain j and Acting Assistant Adjntant^Oeneral. 


40. 

Report of Maj, Alexander F. Dysart^ Thirty fourth Illinois Infantry. 

Headqxtabtbks Thiety-eoijrth Illinois Voldnteeus, 

Gamp near Murfreeshoroughj Tenn.j January 7, 1863, 

SiE : In compliance with circular, dated January 7, 1863, from Head- 
quarters Second Division, requiring a minute statement of regimental 
commanders of the operations and casualties of their respective regi- 
ments from the time of leaving camp, near Nashville, Tenn., up to the 
expiration of the battle at Murfreesborough, I have the honor to submit 
the following report : 

On Friday, December 26, 1862, this regiment, under command of 
Lieut. Col. H. W. Bristol, left camp, near Nashville, Tenn., and marched 
that day to one-half mile south of Nolensville, where we encamped 
for the night. 

Next day, December 27, 1862, the Second Brigade being in advance, the 
Thirty-fourth Illinois was in advance of the brigade. After advancing 
nearly three-quarters of a mile, General Kirk ordered Colonel Bristol 
to throw forward four companies of his regiment on the left of the pike 
as skirmishers. Companies A, F, G, and B were detailed for that pur- 
pose, and placed under command of myself and Captain Van Tassel. 
We moved forward, the remaining companies of the regiment marching 
immediately in the rear of the skirmish line, as a support, the skirmish 
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line adviincing, driving the enem^ through Triune, and halting about 
1 mile south of that place near dark. The distance skirmished over 
that day was nearly 5 miles. Although exposed to the enemy's fire 
from their artillery and musketry nearly all day, we had no one killed, 
wounded, or missing. We went into camp that night a short distance to 
the rear of where we had advanced with our skirmish line, and remained 
in camp at that place the next day (being Sunday) without performing 
any duties only those required on that day. 

On the morning of December 29, 1862, we were ordered back toward 
Kashville2^miles, and turned oft* the pike on a dirt road to the right, 
leading in the direction of Murfreesborough, and, after marching 6 miles, 
went into camp between 10 and 11 o’clock that night. The Thirty- 
fourth Illinois was rear guard for the brigade teams that day. 

On the morning of the 30th, about 10 a, m., we moved forward in the 
direction of Murfreesborough 3 miles, when we were ordered to the right. 
The Thirty-fourth Illinois was ordered to support Captain Edgarton’s 
battery, which was moved to the extreme right of our lines, and opened 
fire on a rebel batte:^ that was firing into the right flank of Davis’ 
division. General Kirk ordered two companies of this regiment to be 
thrown out as skirmishers (A and B), under the command of Captain 
Yan Tassel, extending the line across an open field to a piece of woods, 
about 100 rods farther to the right than our troops occupied. Captain 
Edgarton’s battery soon silenced the rebel battery, and it was now near 
dark. 

Colonel Bristol, being unwell, was compelled to leave the regiment, 
and the command then fell upon myself. I received orders that I was 
to picket immediately in my front, and that General Willich would join 
his pickets on the right. This was done shortly after dark. I was then 
ordered to encamp the remainder of ray regiment in the rear of the left 
of my picket line, and within 30 rods of the same. Everything was 
quiet through the night. 

Just before daylight! had my regiment under arms, and moved it for- 
ward some 4 rods in advance of where I was encamped, so that I could 
more conveniently deploy into line, as I had my regiment in double 
column. A few minutes after daylight one of my lookouts reported to 
me that the enemy was moving down on us with an overwhelming force. 

I immediately sent word to General Kirk, and rode immediately myself 
to find General Willich, who was encamped in my rear not more than 
30 rods. I failed to find the general ; they told me he had gone to see 
General Johnson. I informed some of the officers of his brigade that 
the enemy was advancing. I hurried back to my regiment, and I then 
received an order to advance my regiment and try to hold the enemy in 
check, which was done. 

After advancing out in the open field about 15 rods, the enemy opened 
upon us, my men returning the fire. They were now exposed to the 
fire of nearly five times their number, as I only had 354 men, including 
the officers. Ten or twelve of my men were killed, and some 60 odd 
wounded, before I received an order to fall back in support of the bat- 
tery. I gave the ord,er for them to fall back. Fot one of my men or 
officers left their post before I gave them the order. When we returned 
to the battery everything was confusion ; the First Brigade was not 
in position ; were engaged, many of them, cooking their breakfast. 1 
endeavored to hold the battery with what few men I had, but it was of 
no use : thct enemy were fast surrounding us, and the only alternative 
was to retreat or be taken prisoners. I gave the order for them to re- 
treat, and would, I think, have been able to keep them together, but 
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they got mixed up with the First Brigade, and were (tarried too far to 
the left, where many of them were taken prisoners. 

I rallied some 50 of my men, and made a stand behind a rail fence, 
about three-quarters of a mile from where I formed my first line, and 
opened a destructive fire on a regiment of cavaliy that was bearing 
down upon us, but, finding it impossible to hold that position, I had to 
fall back to near the pike, when I was ordered to assist our train with 
what few men I had left. 

January 1, what was left of my regiment was put in with the Thirtieth 
Indiana, and took part with that regiment, under the command of Cap- 
tain Hostetter, Company I, Thirty-fourth Illinois Volunteers, I being 
sick and unfit for duty. They were engaged in skirmishing from behind 
breastworks that were erected. 

January 2, they were engaged the same as on the 1st, and on the 3d 
the same routine of duty. The Thirty-fourth Ilhnois lost no one killed 
or wounded after the battle of December 31, 1862. 

I need not particularize the services of any officers under my com- 
mand, for both officers and men did their duty nobly ; although being 
compelled to retreat, they stood firm till we were overwhelmed by 
superior numbers. 

I attach a list of killed, wounded, and missing.’^ Many of the missing, 
I have no doubt, are wounded and in the hands of the enemy. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ALEXANDER P. DVSART, 

' Major^ Commanding Thirty-fourth Illinois Volunteers, 

Capt. D. 0. Wagner, 

Asst Adjt Gen,y Second Brigade^ Second Division, 


No. 41. 

Report ' of Maj, Allen Buckner, Severity-ninth Illinois Infantry, 

Hbqrs. Seventy-ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, 

In the Meld, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that the Seventy-ninth Regi- 
ment Illinois Volunteers left camp, near Nashville, on December 26, 
under command of Col. S. P. Read, for Murfreesborough, via Nolens- 
ville, but was not in action until Wednesday, December 31. 

This regiment was detailed on the morning of the 30th as rear guard 
of the division train, and at night encamped on the right and to the rear 
of the brigade, as ordered, throwing out a strong line of skirmishers to 
the front and right. 

On the morning of the 31st the men were under arms at daylight, 
about which time the brigade was attacked in front by such a heavy 
force that it began to fall back. Colonel Read requested that I should 
go forward and learn of Colonel Dodge, who was then in command of 
the brigade. General Kirk having been wounded, what he should do. 
I did so, and told him that the Seventy-ninth was ready and waiting 
to do anything it could. He directed me to tell Colonel jRead to hurry 
the regiment forward as soon as possible, which was done, he bravely 
leading his men on to the field amid a destructive fire from the enemy. 
The regiment marched up on the double-quick until it arrived on the 
right of the Thirtieth Indiana, becoming the right of the brigade, and , 
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commenced pouring a deadly fire into the ranks of the enemy. It was 
not long before I heard some one say that Colonel Eead had fallen. I 
went immediately to where he was lying, and found that he had been 
shot directly in the forehead, thus falling at his post and facing the 
enemy. 

My attention was at once called, by one of the officers, to the fact 
that" the enemy was flanking us on our right. I directed the men to fire 
right'Oblique, but could not check them. They rushed forward, open- 
ing on us a deadly cross-fire. I saw that in a few moments we would 
be surrounded, and consequently ordered a retreat, which was made 
across an open field to the woods, a distance of some 300 yards, exposed 
all the time to a destructive fire of artillery and musketry, killing and 
wounding a great many of our men. 

At the woods I tried to rally the men, but we were so closely pursued 
by overwhelming numbers that it was impossible. The regiment became 
very much scattered, although the officers did all they could to keep 
them together. Many of them joined other regiments and fought dur- 
ing the day. I was able to keep enough men together in the brigade to 
form a nucleus around which to rally. • 

A few of our men acted cowardly, but the regiment, as such, fought 
as bravely as men could. As to the officers, I must say, to my personal 
knowledge, that Captains Van Deren, Young, Low, Martin, Lacy, and 
Pinnell, and also Lieutenants Mitchell, Williams, Patten, Albin, Jacobs, 
Braddock, and Bigelow, stood to the work, and have gained a name as 
brave officers. I must speak of Adjutant Lamb, as doing his duty as 
none but a faithful officer could. Likewise, Assistant Surgeons McAl- 
lister and Wheeler, who staid with the wounded and dying, although 
they were compelled thereby to fall into the hands of the enemy for a 
time; they have done their part to the utmost, to both officers and men. 
Last, but not least, the chaplain, 0. S. Bradshaw, was with us all day, 
assisting to carry off the wounded. He conducted himself in such a 
manner as to command the love and esteem of both officers and men. 
Sergeant-Major Harding did his part with true courage. Sergeants 
Boyle, of Company 0, and Harding, of Company D, also deserve a great 
deal of credit for the manner in which they rallied their men, their com- 
manders having been wounded early in the action. 

For numbers and names of killed, wounded, and missing, I refer you 
to report already made.* 

Easpecttolly snbmltted. BUOKHEE, 

Major, Commanding Seventy-ninth Illinois Yolunteers, 

Oapt. D. 0. Wagnee, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 42. 

Report of Maj. Joseph P. Collins, Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry. 

Oamp neae Muepeebsboeotjgh, Tenk., 

Jamuary 7, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to report the part taken by the Twenty-ninth 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers in the advance on Mnrfreesborongh from 
Nashville, and the battles before that place. 

On^the morning of December 26 last, we strnck tents, sending the 
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train back to i!s asliville, and left camp, following, in the order of march, 
the Thirtieth Indiana and Thirty-fourth Illinois. The divisions of Gen- 
erals Davis and Sheridan preceded the Second, and in the skirmishing 
with the enemy on the road and near Nfolensville we had not an oppor- 
tunity to take a part. 

• On the 27th, the Second Division and Second Brigade were the ad- 
vance forces, and in regular order the Twenty-ninth Eegiment Indiana 
Volunteers followed the Thirty-fourth Ulinois. We had not marched 
over 1 mile when sharp skirmishing was heard ahead, between our 
cavalry and that of the enemy. Pushing rapidly forward to the sum- 
mit of a ridge, beyond which the skirmish was going on, we became 
exposed to the fire of a masked battery of the enemy, which opened on 
the head of the column, with shot and shell. 

Advantage was taken by Generals Johnson and Kirk of a cedar 
thicket, covering this ridge, to move the Thirty-fourth Illinois and 
Twenty-ninth Indiana to the left; of the road and toward the enemy. 
Orders were immediately ^ven by General Kirk to Colonels Bristol and 
Dunn to throw out skirmishers to cover their regiments, the Thirty- 
fourth Illinois and Twenty-ninth Indiana, which were drawn up in line 
of battle in front of the thicket, but in an open field. 

The skirmishers, being ordered forward, moved over the ground just 
wrested from the enemy by our cavalry, until they reached the top o1 
another ridge, divided by a narrow valley from the rebel battery. Here 
we were ortoed to halt, to await the issue of an artillery duel between 
it and Captain Edgarton’s battery .(E, First Ohio Artillery), attached 
to the Second Brigade, as well as the lifting of a dense fog, which ren- 
dered a hasty movement to the front extremely perilous. 

When objects at a distance could be distinctly seen, and the rebel 
battery silenced, we were again ordered forward, without seeing the 
enemy, until we had reached a hill overlooking the town of Triune. 
Large bodies of rebel cavalry were posted in the town and in our front, 
on the left of the road, about three-quarters of a mile distant. Our 
artillery was again brought into action, leaving us /the privilege of 
witnessing the hurried retreat of both bodies of the rebels. 

When we next advanced they moved their cannon toward us and plied 
the advancing regiments with shot, shell, and grape-shot. Supporting 
their artillery we discovered a large force of dismounted cavalry, posted 
on a hill covered with timber, whose leaden compliments attracted our 
attention; The skirmishers were ordered forward on double-quick, but 
the torrent of rain which poured down on us had made their clothing 
and the plowed field so heavy that the efibrts of the men at double-quick 
were painful and almost futile. They pushed on, however, as rapidly 
as possible, and by a well-directed fire drove the rebels from the woods, 
and prevented them again forming within rifle range. 

^ The rebel artillery retreated toward Triune, taking advantage of every 
rise of ground to check our advance, until the skirmishers of the Twenty- 
ninth Indiana had almost secured a position in the woods to the rebel 
right, from which the capture of the rebel guns was perfectly feasible, 
when the bugle again sounded a halt, and the rebels moved off rapidly. 
Forward once more, and the line of skirmishers had reached the top of 
another ridge and halted, leaving the reserve at its base, when we were 
surprised by the sudden appearance of a regiment of rebel cavalry on our 
left, within 20 yards, and moving leisurely to the front. I ordered the 
reserve to wheel to the left and fire, which was heard by the rebels, who 
mstantly quickened their pace to a gallop, but were unable to pass in 
time to save their entire column. Several were seen to reel in their sad- 
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dies, and ail changed direction by the left flank, makiijg for the woods. 
Immediately afterward a squad appeared, made a demonstration on the 
deployed line (Company A, Twenty-ninth Indiana), but failed to intimi- 
date the men or force the line. With a shout, the skirmishers rushed 
forward, poured in a galling fire, unhorsed 4 or 5, took 1 prisoner, badly 
wounded, while Company F, Twenty-ninth Indiana, on reserve at the 
same time, forced another to surrender without a wound. 

This cavalry force was the First Confederate Eegulars, and I only 
regret that the fear that this might be Colonel Stokes^ cavalry, which 
had all day supported our left, but of whose personal appearance I was 
ignorant, rendered their loss so slight. We advanced half a mile far- 
ther, when we bivouacked for the night. 

After we had reached our final halting place, the Federal (Stokes’) cav- 
alry emerged from the woods on our left, but at sufficient distance to 
leave a gap, through which the rebels escaped. 

Until December 30 we were not again engaged in any movement or 
preparation for the attack on Murfreesborough. On this day we moved 
in reserve to the column of General Davis until 3 p. m., when the Second 
Brigade, Second Division, was ordered to the right of General Davis’ 
division, which was threatened by rebel cavalry. The Seventy-seventh 
Pennsylvania and Thirty-eighth [Thirtieth] Indiana were thrown for- 
ward as skirmishers, to the first of which the Twenty-ninth acted as 
reserve. We moved forward until we reached the reserve of General 
Davis’ right, where the rebel cavalry was distinctly visible in line of 
battle, but not within range. Captain Edgarton’s battery having taken 
position, soon put them to flight. While in line at this point we were 
exposed to the fire of the rebel battery supporting their skirmishers, 
but it was immediately silenced by ours. 

About dusk a line of battle was determined upon, and, by order, the 
Twenty-ninth Indiana took position on the left of the Thirty-fourth, 
which supported the battery on a lane leading to Murfreesborough and 
behind a dense thicket of cedars. Steps were at once taken to guard 
against surprise. A large company (B) of our regiment was sent out 
as pickets, with instructions to act as skirmishers should the enemy 
appear, our line connecting that of the Thirty-fourth Illinois on the right 
and the Thirtieth Indiana on our left, both of which lines were estab- 
lished sufficiently in adyance to command a wide range of vision, and 
enable the regiments to form in time to meet any attack. The night 
passed without alarm on our line until about 3 a. m., when a shot fired 
on the picket line, to our right, brought every man to his place in the 
ranks. 

About daylight we were again alarmed by general firing on the picket 
line, and immediately afterward by shouting in front, but to our right. 
The men instantly grasped their loaded guns, while I, by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dunn’s order, rode to the front, along the lane, to ascertain the 
cause of the firing, and, the force coming down on us* emerging from 
behind the thicket, I saw a heavy column moving rapidly down on the 
Thirty -fourth Illinois, firing as they advanced, and opposed bravely and 
vigorously by the pickets and skirmishers. Biding farther down the 
lane, to obtain a view of the open country beyond the thicket, I saw a 
column of like proportions moving down on the Twenty-ninth Indiana. 
I galloped back to the regiment with this information, and found that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn, anticipating, had thrown forward another 
large company (C) to support the pickets and skirmish among the cedars. 
This company, ably and gallantly led by Lieut. S. O. Gregory, pushed 
forward through the entangled mass until within a few yards of the 
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rebels, and only fell back when overpowered, leaving some of his men 
killed and wounded. Situated as our regiment was, we dare not fire 
lest we kill our own meu, whom we could not see, from which circum- 
stance we were obliged to receive the storm of bullets without a re- 
sponse 5 and the resistance of our skirmishers under Lieutenants Greg- 
ory, Hess, and Macomber was so obstinate that the rebel column had 
advanced within 20 yards of our line before 1!hey received a shot from us. 

Our first fire, delivered lying down, partially checked the advance, 
and enabled the men to load and fire four or five times ; but while 
engaged in front, the column which pressed on the Thirty-fourth Illi- 
nois and the battery had moved so far forward as to uncover our line, 
giving them the opportunity to deliver a raking fire upon us. The troops 
on our right had fallen back, and Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn considered 
that the peril of his situation demanded a retreat. We fell back about 
80 rods, and formed behind a corn-field fence, every man loading and 
firing in retreat, through which field the rebels were pushing vigor- 
ously ,• but as no other troops appeared ready to sustain the shock, the 
regiment was moved some rods farther to a piece of woods, where we 
took our position in line of battle. 

The Thirtieth Indiana now made its appearance from a corn-field in 
front and to our left, and, moving still farther to the left, took position 
behind a fence facing the advancing enemy, who had not yet emerged 
from the woods at that point. To gain a position beside the Thirtieth 
Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn moved by the flank, under cover of 
the woods, until directly in its rear, but 40 rods distant, when a section 
of Simonson’s battery came up and unlimbered directly in our front. 

The rebel infantry now poured into and through the corn-field, meet- 
ing with obstinate resistance from the Thirtieth Indiana and Seventy- 
ninth Illinois, and the artillery, which the Twenty-ninth now supported. 
Here we lost Capt. Prank Stebbins, Company G, who was struck by a 
12-pound ball in the thigh, causing his death very soon. He had bravely 
led his men, and by his own conduct inspired them with courage and 
daring. 

. Up to this time we had the discreet and tried leadership of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dunn, and the valuable assistance of Captain Jenkins, acting 
field officer 5 but the former got separated and cut ofr* from the regiment, 
and the latter, going a short distance to the rear for ambulances to 
carry off our wounded, of whom we had a great number, was also cut 
off from us. We did not see Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn again, nor Cap- 
tain Jenkins until the afternoon ; but both, we heard, were busy rally- 
ing the runaways and stragglers at the pike and railroad, until the 
former was taken prisoner, and the latter had turned over his men to 
their respective regiments. 

The artillery limbered up, moved to the rear, passing General Davis’ 
division hospital, which we followed until we reached the wood near the 
hospital, where we found the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, under 
Captain Eose, in line of battle. I at once formed the Twenty-ninth on 
its right to await the rebel onset. All seemed pushing to the rear, and, 
finding our shattered forces unsupported, we again moved in perfect 
order still farther toward the pike, and again formed our line, having 
the Ninety-third Ohio on the right, and, I believe, a Kentucky regiment 
on the left. The artillery did not halt here, and before any enemy ap- 
peared in front we found our small force flanked on the right by rebel 
infantry and cavalry, and on the left by an unknown force. 

Again we moved leisurely back to a point designated by General 
Johnson as one suitable to make a stand. This was on the elevated 
ground west of the pike, on the east side of which we saw a large force 
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of Federal troops congregated. Colonel Dodge, Thirtieth Indiana, now 
commanding our brigade, placed us in position in a thicket, our left 
resting on the section of artillery planted on the most elevated point, 
and supported on the right by the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, its 
right resting on the woods. 

Sharp cannonading ensued ; but a few minutes’ hot work satisfied 
our artillerists that f hey could not contend with two batteries and hold 
their position. They retired to the pike. Colonel Dodge now directed 
us along the woods to the road, where we again formed our line. The 
yells of the rebels coming through the cedar woods became plainer and 
plainer. The balls rained among us. When within range and in 
sight, the order to advance was given by Colonel Dodge. With a yell, 
the line rushed forward, determined to stop the sweeping tide or die. 
This very unexpected attack on the victorious column entirely changed 
the aspect of affairs. For the first time that day it was checked. It 
tried to withstand the withering fire, but soon gave way ; at first slowly, 
but, as our line rushed on, the retreat became a rout. We still pushed 
on rapidly, few in numbers, but determined, with orders not to waste 
ammunition, and followed the running horde until every cartridge was 
expended, when Colonel Dodge, after great exertions, got other troops 
to take our places. We fell back to the railroad for ammunition, when 
intelligence was brought that our rear, in the vieinity of the hospitals 
and train, was threatened by cavalry. 

To repel this attack we were marched to a point near the hospitals, 
where we stood in line half an hour ; but no enemy appearing, we again 
moved to the railroad. After this our force changed its position, as 
the heavy fire indicated a bloody contest, but we were not again under 
fire. At night we bivouacked on the pike. 

Morning brought with it signs of a renewal of yesterday’s fight, and 
we were placed in position on the edge of the cedar grove, nearest the 
enemy’s line, where the men at once went to work securing their posi- 
tion with breastworks and abatis. The Twenty-ninth had no share in 
any of the ensuing contests, and was entirely occupied on picket duty, 
and standing to arms on every alarm to resist any attack on our line. 

Volunteers were called for to drive the enemy’s skirmishers into the 
woods and burn some log-houses, in which their sharpshooters found 
shelter and excellent positions to annoy us. Among the number were 
several of the Twenty-ninth Indiana, one of whom was killed. 

Ilirothing further of importance occurred, unless I mention the fatigue 
duty performed by details from this regiment, which succeeded in find- 
ing and burying our dead and all our wounded, except those who fell 
into the enemy’s hands. 

I cannot close without paying a tribute of praise, well merited and 
proudly given, to the officers and men of my command, who, Spartan- 
like, rallied at every call around our glorious old flag, and who would 
not desert it when all around looked dark and hope had almost fled. 
Allow me to mention, with feelings of extreme gratification, the names 
of those who nobly did their duty : 

First, Adjutant Coffin, who, exposed more than any other, carrying 
orders to different parts of the line, never once quailed before the storm. 
He is an excellent officer, fearless, prompt, and deserving of the highest 
praise. 

Captains Stebbins, Jenkins, and McGaslin Moore. First Lieutenants 
Melendy, who, though wounded, would not leave until trampled by 
cavalry; IST. P. Dunn, who stuck to the flag, severely wounded, until 
forced by his companions to retire to a hospital ; A. Dunlap, J . E, Hough- 
ton, G. W. Maloon, T. J. Henderson, and Hess ; also Second Lieuts. S. 



332 Ky.f-MII). AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap. XXXII. 

O. Gregory, commanding Company C, and Hess, commanding Company 
B, directed tlie skirmishers; Irenas McGowan, C. P- Butler, William 
H. H. McDonald, John Cutler, Macomber, and O. C. Sabin. 

While the storm raged without. Surgeon Keen and Eev. Mr. Shaw, 
chaplain, were busy dressing wounds and doing all they could to alle- 
viate the sufferings of our wounded. Assistant Surgeon Griffith, hos- 
pital steward, and corps were elsewhere engaged, but all were busy 
with their duties. I would not pass over the names of the non-com- 
missioned officers, who, with very few exceptions, were heroes in the 
fight, giving a noble example to the men, and assisting very materially 
in maintaining order and discipline ; but this report is already too long, 
and I close. 

Accompanying this is a list of casualties.* 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

J.P. COLLINS, 

Major j Commanding Ticenty-oiinth Indiana Volunteers, 

Capt. D. G. Wagnee, 

A. A, A, 6r., 2d Brig.^ 2d Div.^ Bight Wing^ 14f7i A7^my Corps. 


No. 43. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Orrin D. Surd, Thirtieth Indiana Infa^itry. 

Headqitaetees Thtetieth Indiana Volxjnteees, 

Camp near Murfreesborough^ Tenn.^ Ja^iuary 7, 1863. 

SiE : In accordance with circular dated January 7, issued from Head- 
quarters Second Division, requiring a minute statement from regimental 
commanders of the operations of their respective regiments, including 
casualties, I have the honor to report that on Friday, December 26, 1862, 
this regiment, under command of Col. J. B. Dodge, left camp, near 
Nashville, Tenn., marched half a mile south of Nolensville, where we 
encamped for the night. 

Next morning, December 27, the Second Brigade being in advance, 
we left camp at sunrise, and moveH in the same direction on the turn- 
pike as day previous. After advancing IJ miles we were ordered into 
line of battle to support Captain Edgarton^s battery, in which manner 
we moved 3 or 4 miles, and until dark, when we were ordered out on out- 
post picket. 

On the next day, December 28, after being relieved from picket, we 
remained in camp without any actual service. , 

On December 29, we moved back toward Nashville 2 miles and took 
a cross-road leading toward Murfreesborough, and, after moving 6 miles, 
encamped for the night. 

On December 30, we moved toward Murfreesborough 3 miles, when 
we were ordered off to the right, and, after throwing forward two com- 
panies each from the right and left flanks as skirmishers, moved forward 
1 mile in line of battle, and bivouacked for the night in a cedar thicket. 

On the morning of December 31, the enemy moved upon us in force 
about daylight, driving in our pickets, making it necessary for us to 
fall back or move out by the flank to the right; the latter’ movement 
was made with the loss of 1 man, slightly, and 1 mortally, wounded, 
except upon the picket line, which, being doubled during the night by 
two additional companies, to insure vigilance and safety, suffered 
severely upon being driven in. 


Embodied in revised stateraeiitj p. 208 . 
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The movement by the flank was a fortunate one for us, for had we 
remained any longer in that position we would have been cut to pieces 
or taken prisoners by the enemy, who were in great force on our jfront. 
After moving to the right and rear about half a mile, we formed a line 
of battle in a meadow behind a fence, where we were joined by the 
remnants of the four companies which were on picket the night before. 
After sending out two companies as skirmishers across a field to a fence 
directly in our front, we moved up to the same place, and the action 
commenced. 

General Kirk having been wounded early in the morning, and Colo- 
nel Dodge, of this regiment, having taken command of the Second Bri- 
gade, the command of this regiment fell upon the undersigned. 

After the regiment upon our left and we had sustained the enemy’s 
fire for some time, the Seventy-ninth Illinois Volunteers advanced to 
our immediate right and supported us gallantly 5 but being outflanked 
by a superior force of the enemy, and exposed to a heavy cross-fire, they 
fell back, and we were obliged to do the same, having no support what- 
ever, and having suffered heavy loss, as hereinafter stated. In retiring, 
the men became very much scattered, but were mostly collected again, 
and then we were ordered to the front, on the right of the Murfiees- 
borough turnpike, 3 miles from the town. 

January 1, after erecting breastworks we remained behind them, with- 
out any further active service, except skirmishing on picket line. 

January 2, the same routine of duty as the day previous, except in 
the evening, when the left wing was sent out with parts of other regi- 
ments of this brigade as skirmishers to feel the position of the enemy 5 
but after receiving a severe fire, and supposing the enemy to be in force, 
we returned their fire briskly for some time and then retired to the 
breastwork. 

January 3, same routine of picket duty as the day previous. It is 
unnecessary for me to particularize the services of any officer or man, 
for both officers and men performed their duties well and gallantly. 

I have also a statement of the killed, wounded, and missing to submit, 
as follows : 


KiUed 30 

Wounded - 108 

Missing and prisoners - 70 

Number in battle : 

Commissioned officers 24 

Enlisted men 463 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 

O. D. HUED, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding Regiment, 

Oapt. D. 0, Wagner, 

A, A, A, G., 2d Brig,j 2d I>iv., Right Wing^ Uth Army Cor^ps, 


Ko. 44. 

Report of Capt, Thomas R. Rose^ Seventy -seventh Feiuisylvania Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Seventy-seventh Eegt. Pennsylvania Yols., 

In Camp near Murfreeshorough^ January 8, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the Seventy- 
seventh Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, from the time of leaving 
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camp, near Mill Creek, Tenn., December 26, 1862, to January 3, 1863, 
viz: 

We broke up our camp, near Mill Creek, December 26 ; _ sent our wagon 
train’ to Nashville, and took up our line of march in the direction of Shel- 
byville, on the l^olensville turnpike, and encamped in the evening a 
short distance beyond Nolensville. 

December 27, we continued our march in the same direction and on 
the same road. At 8 a. m. we encountered the enemy within 2 miles of 
Triune. We were immediately placed in position with the balance of 
our brigade on the left of the road. Our front line was composed of the 
Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers on the left, the Thirty-fourth Illinois 
Volunteers on the right, and the Thirtieth Indiana Volunteers in the 
center. Our regiment and the Seventy-ninth Regiment Illinois Vol- 
unteers were held in reserve, but advanced with the brigade, our regi- 
ment covering the Twenty-ninth Indiana V olunteers. Skirmishers were 
thrown forward by each of the three first-named regiments, as also were 
two companies of the Seventy-seventh Regiment Peimsylvania Volun- 
teers, which occupied the extreme left of the line. In this manner we 
advanced toward Triune, driving the enemy from his position, and took 
possession of the town, the enemy retreating toward ShelbydUe. We, 
encamped about 1 mile beyond Triune, near the turnpike. 

December 28, we remained in camp, where we stopped the evening- 
before. 

December 29, we retraced our march on the same road for 2 miles, and 
turned off on a dirt road running in an easterly course into the Salem 
turnpike, at the junction of which two roads we, silently and without 
fires, encamped for the night. 

December 30, we marched toward Murfreesborough, on the Salem turn- 
pike, for about 3 miles, when we were thrown into column, by division, 
into the woods on the right of the road, "with the balance of our brigade 
and division. At this time heavy skirmishing was going on on our left 
and in front. We advanced for a short distance, when our regiment 
and the Thii’tieth Regiment Indiana Volunteers were ordered to change 
front to the right, deploy column, and throw out skirmishers. We then 
advanced, moving toward the right of the general line of battle for 
about a quarter of a mile. We then changed front to the left, and oc- 
cupied a dense cedar grove. The position of our regiment was now on 
the right of the Twenty-second Regiment Indiana Volunteers, of Gen- 
eral Davis’ di-vision. It was here that we received a heavy fire from a 
rebel battery that was stationed to the right and in front of us in an 
open field by the edge of a woods, at a distance of 600 yards. After a 
sharp skirmish it was silenced, when we threw out our pickets and re- 
mained for the night. Our position was now on the left of our brigade 
and on the right of Davis’ division. 

December 31, we were under arms at 4 a. m., and at daylight we dis- 
covered the enemy in large force within 60 yards of our pickets, who 
immediately commenced firing, when the enemy advanced to a furious 
attack. As the pickets retired, our regiment advanced to meet the 
enemy, and resisted their attack with desperate valor, repulsing the 
forces immediately in front, with great slaughter, and compelling them 
to retire across the brook, where we first found them posted, into a corn- 
field beyond. This was the first attack that was made on our lines : 
but almost at the same time the enemy’s columns on our left, which 
were directed on those regiments on our right, pressed furiously ou- 
ward, bearing down everything before them. Those regiments on our 
right fell back after a short but desperate resistance, as was shown by 
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the great mortality on both sides. Soon after this, the regiment on our 
left changed position to our rear, leaving our regiment completely iso- 
lated and battling against great odds, with the danger of being sur- 
rounded. We were ordered to retire for about 150 yards, and then 
march to the right, in order, if possible, to reattach ourselves to the 
balance ot our brigade, which had been driven from its first position. 
While doing this we fell in with a portion of General Davis^ division, 
and were advised that we had better co-operate with that division for 
the present, as our brigade had by this time retired so far that it would 
consume much valuable time in finding it that could be used at this 
particular juncture to great advantage by re-enforcing one of his (Davis’) 
brigades. We posted ourselves on the right of Davis’ division, in front 
of which was a rebel battery, at a distance of about 400 yards. A little 
to the right and in front of this was Edgarton’s battery, which had been 
previously captured by the rebels in the onset, and was -still in their 
possession. 

It was here that our regiment charged alone, recapturing Edgarton’s 
battery, and up to the guns of the rebel battery, through a hurricane of 
grape and canister, until we were conj&ronted by several thousand of the 
rebel infantry, when, as we were unsupported, we were obliged to retire to 
the line from which we started on the charge, leaving our much-loved 
battery in the hands of the rebels, as we had no means of moving it 
off. Yet we were repaid for this desperate charge as much as for any 
we made during the day in damaging the enemy and holding him in 
check. 

We retired in good order, and halted and formed in our previous 
position, on the right of Davis’ division. Here Colonel Housum fell. 
The battle was here hotly contested for some time, when our forces 
began to give way, fiercely pursued by the enemy, who came near taking 
a battery of ours at this place. 

As soon as the battery was safely off, we retired to the fence, on the 
opposite side of the field, where we stood alone for some time contend- 
ing with the rebels, until they commenced scaling the fence on our right 
and left, when we retired to the woods, and again made a stand. We 
thus continued for some time, taking advantage of everything that came 
in our way, moving slowly, and our line never broke once throughout 
the day ; but we fought every time we could. find a line to rest on, or 
wherever we could gain a position in which we could for a minute suc- 
cessfully make a stand. 

When W'e came near the iJ^ashville and Murfreesborough turnpike we 
fell in with a portion of the Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, under the 
gallant Major Collins; also a portion of the Thirtieth Indiana Volunteers. 
These, with our regiment, were now joined together as the remnant of 
the old Fifth Brigade, under Colonel Dodge, as brigade commander. 
We were posted on the edge of the woods by General Johnson, on the 
right of General Van Cleve’s division, which had just come up. The 
rebels w^ere now coming on with tenfold more impetuosity, and our men 
were ordered to lie down quietly behind a fence, which partly protected 
us. We waited here until the rebels were within a short distance, when 
we uj) and delivered our fire with such great effect that the rebels began 
to give way. 

We now pitched into them with whoop and yell, all the time deliver- 
ing a most destructive fire, and soon the whole rebel column was in fall 
retreat. We drove them half a mile, when our ammunition gave out 
and we were relieved, when we retired to the railroad to obtain a fresh 
supply. This ^^as the first check of importance that the rebels received, 
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as it saved our ammunition train and secured for our forces an important 
position. From the break of day until 12 m. our regiment was under 
constant fire, and terribly our ranks were thinned. At night our regi- 
ment went on picket. 

January 1, 1863, we remained under arms on the crest of the hill, 
where we ended our final charge on the 31st ultimo. 

At 4 p. m. we received a heavy fire from a rebel battery, which was 
soon silenced. 

January 2, remained in the same position as on the 1st. A heavy 
battle was fought on our left, in which we took no part. In the evening 
we went on picket. A heavy skirmish took place immediately in front 
of our line. 

January 3, still remained under arms in our old position. At night, 
in the midst of the rain, the last final struggle was made, in which we 
took no part. 

During this great battle our little regiment did no discredit to the old 
Keystone State. Officers and men stood up and did their duty nobly. 
Among those noted for conspicuous valor I must mention Adjt; S. T. 
Davis, who rendered me invaluable assistance throughout the battle ; 
also Capt. F. S. Pyfer, Company K; Capt. William A. Eobinson, Com- 
pany E ; Capt. A." Phillips, Company G, and Capt. J. J. Lawson, Com- 
pany C, all of whom cheered and encouraged their men throughout the 
battle with a coolness which belongs to none but veteran officers. That 
our line never broke shows that our men fought like veterans. 

We went into action with 288 men. We lost, in killed, 5, including 
Lieutenant-Colonel Housum ; in wounded, 29, including 1 commissioned 
officer ; missing, 29, including 2 commissioned officers. Total, 63. Of 
those missing the greater part are either killed or taken prisonerss 

I must not forget to mention the valuable services and noble conduct 
of Dr. Downey, the assistant surgeon of our regiment. He remained 
with us throughout the battle, and displayed the most indomitable 
energy and courage in attending to our wounded, and in superintending 
the whole medical department, which came within his sphere. 

I regret to say that, notwithstanding the great valor displayed by our 
regiment as a body, there were some miserable cowards who skulked 
away during the excitement of the battle, and left their comrades to 
perform their duty. I have carefully obtained their names and rank, 
however, and shall forward them without delay. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TOM. ELLWOOD E08E, 

Captain^ Gomdg. Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

Capt. D. C. Wagner, 

Acting Assistmt Adjutant-Grsneraly Second Brigade. 


Ko. 45. 

Report of Gol. Philemon P. Baldwin^ Sixth Indiana Infantry^ command- 
ing Third Brigade. 

Headquarters Thi^kd Brig., Second Div., Eight Win(^^, 

In Gamp near Murfreesborough^ Tenn.^ January 8, 1863. 

1 have the honor to submit a report of the operations of this bri- 
gade from the time of its leaving camp, December 26, until Saturday, 
January 3. 

This brigade moved with the division, and on the 27th was engaged 
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iu the skirmishing about Triune. I deployed the First Ohio and the 
Sixth Indiana on the right of the road, these regiments being supported 
by the Ninety-third Ohio and Louisville Legion, the battery taking post 
on the road, and later in the day being posted near the right of my line. 
We drove the enemy and bivouacked beyond Triune. 

This brigade remained at Triune to cover the extreme right, in obedi- 
ence to your order, and rejoined the division, on the 30th, in the woods 
to the right of Wilkinson’s pike, about 3 miles from Murfreesborough. 

At 2 o’clock this brigade moved off 2 mdes to the right, to support 
a cavalry reconnaissance. Colonel Anderson’s regiment being sent for- 
ward to support the cavalry, while the remainder of the brigade was 
held in reserve at a point on the Salem pike. 

The brigade returned to the woods, near the headquarters of the divis- 
ion, after dark, and bivouacked there. 

At daybreak next morning I was informed by stragglers, who were 
running across the open field in my ftont, of the attack on Generals 
Willich’s and Eirk’s brigades. 

I immediately ordered the brigade under arms, and proceeded to form 
line of battle in the edge of timber facing the large open fields over 
which I knew the enemy must come to attack me. 

I deployed the Louisville Legion on the right, and was proceeding to 
post the First Ohio iu the center, and the Sixth Indiana on the left, 
holding the Ninety-third Ohio in reserve, to protect either flank, when 
you ordered me to move the First Ohio across the open field and post it 
at the fence. The Sixth Indiana was moved forward and posted in the 
edge of a skirt of timber to the left of the First Ohio, the Thirtieth In- 
diana and Seventy-ninth Illinois being posted on the right; a section of 
the Fifth Indiana 'Battery was posted between the First Ohio and Sixth 
Indiana. The Louisville Legion moved to within supporting distance 
of the First Ohio, and the Ninety-third Ohio held in reserve in the woods 
near the edge of the field. 

These dispositions were scarcely made when the enemy, in immense 
masses, appeared in ray front at short range, their left extending far 
beyond the extreme right of my line. My infantry and artillery poured 
a destructive fire into their dense masses, checking them iu front, but 
their left continued to advance against my right. Here four piwes that 
Captain Simonson had posted near the woods, in rear of my first line, 
poured in a terrible fire ; but the enemy came in such overwhelming- 
numbers that, after half an hour’s stubborn resistance, my line was com- 
pelled to retire, not, however, until the enemy had flanked my right 
and were pouring iu an enfilading fire. Had my line stood a lament 
longer it would have been entirely surrounded and captured. Falling 
back to the edge of the woods, I endeavored to make a stand. I moved 
the Ninety-third Ohio up to the left of the Louisville Legion, but uiy 
line was again forced back, almost before I had got the .Ninety -tlnrd in 
Tiosition. Ordering Colonel Anderson to retire in good order, I suc- 
ceeded, after making several short stands in the woods, in forming the 
brigade near the railroad. Under your orders I took position on the 
right of the Nashville pike, together with the rest of the division, and 
held it during the succeeding skirmishes, throwing up a breastwork of 

Nothing occurred hei-e but unimportant skirmishing, sometimes 
warm, but always :■< .'•idt’ng in our driving the enemy. A house about 
300 vWb from our ::i.- held by the enemy’s skirmishers, who an- 
iioyfed ns 6X(J6G(liiig'ly by th.6ir lire- It was captured and burned by two 
companies of the Louisville Legion, after a severe fight, 
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Too great praise cannot be awarded to the regiments of this brigade 
and Simonson’s battery for the coolness and steadiness with which they 
resisted the attacks of an overwhelming force, and the readiness with 
which they rallied and formed again when the enemy had broken their 
lines. The Louisville Legion gallantly drew olf by hand a disabled 
gun, belonging to Cotter’s battery. 

It may be proper for me to state here, with reference to the line formed 
in the woods after leaving the open field, that I am informed by reliable 
officers that the line could have been held had not the right been or- 
dered to fall back by some general not known to the writer. 

I beg leave to refer you to the accompanying reports of regimental 
and battery commanders for details. 

Col. Charles Anderson, commanding NTinety-third Ohio; Lieut. Col. 
W. W. Berry, commanding Louisville Legion; Lieut. Col. H. Tripp, 
commanding Sixth Indiana ; Maj. J. A. Stafford, commanding First Ohio, 
and Capt. P. Simonson, commanding Fifth Indiana Battery, displayed 
the greatest coolness, courage, and skill in the management of their 
respective commands. 

Colonel Anderson and Lieutenant-Colonel Berry were wounded early 
in the engagement of Wednesday, but refused to leave the field. 

Captain Simonson’s battery did good service, and was handled bravely 
and skillfully. Two pieces, under command of Lieutenant Ban kin, did 
effective service in my first line, he continuing to work his guns after 
being severely wounded. I regret to report the loss of two pieces of the 
battery, owing to the horses all being killed and the gunners disabled. 

I am indebted to Lieut. G. H. Burns, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, for his valuable assistance, and also to Lieutenant Patterson, First 
Ohio, and Adjt. J. J. Siddall, for their coolness and readiness in trans- 
mitting orders to the hottest parts of the field. 

Dr. B. S. Swain, the brigade surgeon, remained with the wounded 
after the enemy drove us back, and rendered every assistance in his 
l>ower. 

I append a list of killed, wounded, and missing, amounting to 56 
killed, 242 wounded, and 137 missing.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. P. BALDWIJT, 

Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. li. W. Johnson, 

Commanding Second Division. 


jSTo. 46. 

Bejport of Lieut Col. Hager man Trij^p, Sixth Indiana Infantry. 

Headquarters Sixth* Indiana Yolunteers, 

In Gamp near Murfreeshorongh^ Tenn.^ January 4, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by my regiment in 
theskimish fight on the 27th; also in the battle of the 31st ultimo. 

On the morning of the 27th, while on the march, some miles north 
ot the village of Triune, on the liTolensville pike, we encountered the 
enemy near the intersection of the Bole Jack road and pike. 1 imme- 
diately d e ployed in line of battle on the right of the road, my left rest- 
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ing on the road, being supported on my right by the First Ohio and the 
Ij^inety-third Ohio in reserve. I at once advanced, as skirmishers, Com- 
pany A, Captain Kavanaugh, and Company B, Lieutenant McGannon 
commanding, when a running fight commenced, Captain Simonson, of 
the Fifth Indiana Artillery, shelling the enemy from the hill tops, being 
energetically replied to by the enemy’s guns. " The fight continued until 
we arrived at Triune, where the rebels made a stand, when we charged 
double-quick their battery, and drove them from the field. We pur- 
sued them some 2 miles, they contesting each rod of ground, when they 
again made a stand. We again drove them from their position, in pre- 
cipitate retreat. Mght coming on put an end to our day’s labor. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of commendation of the gallantry 
of the officers and men of my command during the entire day. When 
we consider that for eight hours they fought under the hardest rain of 
the season and mud to the ankles, pressing forward to the mark of their 
high calling with the utmost cheerfulness, their endurance was worthy 
the highest commendation. 

On the 30th we marched from Triune to the field which was to be the 
scene of the battle of Murfreesborough, a distance of 16 miles, where we 
arrived at 5 p. m., when we were at once sent some miles to the right 
of the right wing of the army. Being informed that the enemy were in 
too large force to enable us to maintain our position, we returned at 9 
o’clock to the position first taken. 

At 7 a. m. on the 31st I was posted in line of battle behind a rati 
fence, my right resting on an open field ; a stalk-field in front, ex- 
tending far to my left 5 a wood in rear, and also extending to my left. 
On my right, some 75 yards to the front, was a section of Simonson’s 
Fifth Indiana Battery. To the right of it lay the First Ohio, behind a 
fence ; also, on my right, some 7o yards to rear, lay the Louisville Legion, 
also securely posted behind a fence, the whole supported by the Mnety- 
third Ohio, Colonel Anderson. I promptly deployed as skirmishers the 
first platoons of Company A, Captain Kavanaugh, and Company B, 
Lieutenant McGannon commanding. Some half an hour after, my skir- 
mishers returned, being driven in by the enemy, their skirmishers in 
close pursuit. A few shots from my line served to hold them in check, 
when their main line advanced, deployed column after column, making 
some four or five lines approaching our front. When within 160 yards 
I ordered my men to fire, and they went at it with a right good will, it 
having been difficult to restrain them so* long. Our fire caused the 
euemy to waver, and cheeked their advance. They were not idle, but 
threw upon us their leaden hail, which caused my men to hug closer 
their frail defense, delivering their fire with the steadiness of veterans. 
At this time the artillery ceased on my right, and in a few minutes the 
First Ohio gave way and feU back on the Louisville Legion, which in 
turn also fell back before an overwhelming force of the enemy, which was 
passing my right flank in line of battle, their right passing witbin 50 
yards of the right of my regiment, which produced some unsteadiness 
in one or two companies on my right, they getting out of place for the 
purpose of firing into the enemy’s flank as they passed. I promptly 
rallied them to the fence. In the mean time the line in front had advanced 
to within 25 yards of my line. A rebel regiment had crossed the fence 
on my left. Those advancing on the First Ohio and LouisviUe Legion, 
on my right, were already some 100 yards to my rear, and, being closely 
pressed in front, I gave the order to “ Fall back slowly and in good 
order,” which was executed at a double-quick. 

At one time I had some wavering in ranks in consequence of some 
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unauthorized person giving an order to faU back to the men instead of 
to me, but I rallied them without difficulty and continued the fight. I 
fell back to a point some 200 yards east of the Kolensville pike, when. I 
formed the regiment in line, faced about, intending to renew the fight ; 
but seeing General McCook, reported to him for orders. He ordered 
me to “ march my regiment to the rear,’’ which I did, hauling up on the 
IS’ashville pike, thence to the railroad, when I reported to you. 

On the 1st, 2d, and 3d instant my command bore a full share of the 
skirmish fighting on our part of the line. The particulars need not be 
mentioned here. 

I would do violence to my own feelings did I close this report without 
mentioning the good conduct and soldierly bearing of the men of my 
command. To the company officers I am greatly indebted for the stead- 
iness of their several companies. I would be glad to name some of 
them, but where all have so ably done their duty it would be invidious 
to do so. I must, however, acknowledge the able, prompt, and ener- 
getic assistance I received from Maj. C. D. Campbell throughout the 
engagement.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. TRIPP, 

Lieutenant- Colonel Sixth Indiana Volunteers, 

Col. P. P. Baldwin, 

Commanding Third Brigade, 


No. 47. 

Report of Lieut, Col, William W. Berry ^ Fifth KeMudky Infantry. 

Headquaetebs Louisville Leoion, 

Fifth Eeoiment Kentucky Volunteeb Jnfantey, 

In Campj January 8 , 18G3. 

Sib : Having been called upon to furnish a report of the operations 
of my command from December 26, 1862, to January 4, 1863, inclusive, 
I have the honor to submit the following : 

On the morning of December 26, 1862, being on picket duty with my 
regiment, I received orders to join the column marching southward on 
the Nolensville road. We reached Kolensville at 3 o’clock the next 
morning. 

At daylight of the 27th I was ordered forward, and marching 3 miles 
we found the enemy, with some artillery, prepared to obstruct our march. 
We were thrown out on the right of the road, and immediately pushed 
at them, but they fell back to a new position ,- and this was repeated 
time and again throughout the day, until we reached a point 1 mile south 
of Triune. We traversed in line of battle this day some 4 or 5 miles of 
country, made up of corn and cotton fields, thickets, swamps, and woods. 
I sustained no loss in this skirmish. 

Sunday morning, December 28, I was ordered to support General 
Willich in a reconnaissance. No enemy was found, and we returned to 
camp. 

On Monday, General McCook’s command having moved off toward 
Murfreesborough, distant some 15 miles, we were left near Triune to pre- 
vent the enemy interrupting the march of the main column. 

Here we rem ained till the morning of the 30th, when we marched off 
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toward Murfreesborougli and rejoined the division, which we found 
moving into position beyond Wilkinson^s Cross-Eoads- 

In a short time orders came for ns to support a cavalry reconnaissance 
of the country lying to the right of onr front. I^^o enemy was found in 
this direction, and we returned to the division. We were then placed 
in position as a reserve for the other two brigades of General Johnson^s 
command, occupying the extreme right of the army. 

Early the next morning I received orders to form a line of battle 150 
paces in rear of the First Eegiment Ohio Volunteers 5 this done, the com- 
mand ‘^forward” was given. In this advance, Capt. A. H. Speed, of 
Company 0, was struck in the abdomen by a spent ball and severely 
injured 5 but, like a true soldier, he retained the command of his com- 
pany until late in the evening, when he was ordered to the hospital. 

When the First Ohio reached a fence on the crest of a hill, it became 
hotly engaged. At the same time there was rapid firing from the Sixth 
Indiana, on the left, and also from some regiment on the right of the 
First Ohio. A section of Simonson^s battery had been moved to the 
front, to the left and abreast of the First Ohio. A battery of the enemy 
immediately opened upon it, and their shells killed and wounded many 
of my men. Presently I observed the regiment to the right of the First 
Ohio in full retreat, and in a few minutes I saw the First Ohio moving 
to the rear. 

I could see no enemy, on account of the intervening ridge, and sup- 
posing that the First Ohio had exhausted their ammunition, 1 instantly 
prepared to take its place : but just before it reached my lines, to my 
utter amazement, a mass of the enemy appeared, moving obliquely upon 
my right flank. A change of front was imperative. While executing 
this movement, refusing my right to the enemy, the First Ohio passed 
through the right of my regiment and threw into great confusion my 
four right companies. Their officers promptly arrested this, and I here 
take occasion to thank Oapt. John Lucas, commanding Company F, First 
Lieuts. Thomas Foreman, commanding Company A, and Joseph E. Mil- 
ler, commanding Company D, and Second Lieut. A. Sidney Smith, com- 
manding Company I, for their steadiness at this trying moment. 

In the mean time, my left getting into position, poured its fire into the 
steadily advancing columns of the enemy 5 but the troops to my left were 
giving way, and the enemy, getting a battery into position, almost en- 
filaded me. The right of the division was completely crushed in, and I 
had no connection, consequently no protection, here. It was soon mani- 
fest that I must fall back or be isolated. 

A new position was taken some 200 paces in rear of our first, and here 
I believe we could have successfully resisted the enemy, but some gen- 
eral, I do not know who, ordered the entire line to fall back stiU farther, 
and those who like rapid movements would have been more than satis- 
fied with the celerity with which some of the floating fragments of regi- 
ments obeyed him. 

Pending thig movement my attention was called by Colonel Baldwin 
to a piece of artillery abandoned by those whose business it was to look 
after it. A full battery of the enemy was playing on it at the time. I 
immediately yoked the Legion to it, and, with Huston and Thomasson 
as the wheel-horses, it was dragged to the railroad, where the new line 
was forming. I was shortly ordered to move by the flank farther up the 
railroad, where a position was taken that was not assailed on this day. 

I had gone into the fight with 320 muskets, a portion of my command 
being on detached service j 19 men were killed, including Captain Fer- 
guson, of Company I, who was one of our best officers ; 80 were wounded. 
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Among the latter were 7 commissioned officers, viz: Lieut. Gol. W. W. 
Berry, shot through the wrist j Maj. John L. Treanor, wounded b.y a 
shell in the thigh; Oapt. A. H. Speed, wounded in the abdomen; Oapt. 
L. P. Lovett, slightly, in the thigh; First Lieut. Frank Dissell, mor- 
tally; First Lieut. John D. Sheppard, seriously, through the left lung, 
and First Lieut. William H. Powell, slightly, in the shoulder, and 26 
missing. Some of these, I am mortified to say, ran away at the first 
fire. Their names shall be duly reported. 

During the engagement my color-bearer was shot, and down went the 
flag, but like lightning it gleamed aloft again in the hands of three men, 
struggling who should have it. Their names are John B. Scheible, 
Company E; Charles Fleckhammer, jr.. Company H, and Sergt. John 
Baker, Company D. The latter bore it throughout the remainder of 
the day. Private William Shumaker, of Company C, was badly shot 
through the thigh, but persisted in fighting with the regiment till he 
was forced to the rear by order of his captain. I commend him for his 
devotion. Sergeant-Major Willett deported himself most bravely, and 
deserves promotion. Adjutant Johnstone rendered me every assistance 
in his power, and 1 especially thank him. 

On the morning of January 1, 1 received orders to move farther to the 
front. There was no general advance of our lines, though constant 
skirmishing through the day. Captain Thomasson had command of 
the skirmish line, and by his adroitness was mainly instrumental in the 
capture of 95 prisoners. The enemy held a dense wood about 300 yards 
in front of us, in the edge of which were some cabins occupied by sharp- 
shooters. I proposed to push forward my skirmishers and dislodge 
them, provided those on my right and left were simultaneously advanced. 
This, though ordered, was not done, and I did not deem it safe to expose 
my flank ; but toward evening the fire of these riflemen became so annoy- 
ing that I was determined, at any cost, to stop it. I ordered Captains 
Hurley and Lindenfelser to move with their companies directly upon the 
houses and burn them. Across the open fields they dashed, the enemy 
having every advantage in point of shelter. Captain Huston was then 
ordered to their support, and the place was literally carried by assault, 
the houses burned, and 5 of the enemy left dead upon the spot. This 
was the last we heard of the sharpshooters. The daring displayed by 
officers and men in this affair deserves especial consideration. But one 
man was hurt — Corporal Moneypenny, shot through the leg. 

The skirmishing in which my command took part on the days suc- 
ceeding this was of an uneventful character, and I forego the details. 
Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. W. BEEEY, 
Lieutenant' GoloneL Commandinq, 

Capt. William Mangan, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Third Brigade. 


ifTo. 48. 

Report of Maj. Joah A. Stafford., First Ohio Infantry. 

Healqijabters First EEaiMENT Ohio Yolxinteers, 

In Gamp, January 5, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to report the part taken by mv regiment 
in the recent battles and skirmishes about Murfreesborough. 

On the morning of December 27, 1863, when about a mile below 
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Nolensville, the enemy appeared in our front. 1 was ordered bv vou to 
form a line of battle on the right of the pike, my left resting on the right 
of the Sixtl) Indiana, and deploy two companies as skirmishers, and to 
advance. I did so, deploying Company B, Lieutenant Dornbush com- 
manding, and Company D, Lieutenant Hayward commanding. We had 
severe skirmishing all day, but drove the enemy before us, and encamped 
near Triune. 

On the morning of December 30 we were ordered to join our divis- 
ion, which had preceded us the day before, within about 4 miles of Mur- 
freesborough. We arrived about 4 o’clock, and, after making a recon- 
naissance on our right, we fell back and bivouacked for the night in a 
piece of woods in the rear of our division. 

On the morning of the 31st, about 6.30 o’clock, I heard what I thought 
to be heavy skirmishing on our right. I immediately ordered my com- 
mand under arms, and marched to and halted on the edge of the woods 
just to the right of where we bivouacked the night previous. A few 
moments after, by your orders, I moved forward at a double-quick across 
a large open field, and formed my line behind a rail fence, on a line with 
the Sixth Indiana (they occupying a piece of woods to my left), with 
two pieces of Simonson’s battery between us, the Seventy-ninth Illinois 
and Thirtieth Indiana occupying the right, the Seventy-ninth in reserve. 

I ordered Lieutenant Hayward, Company D, to deploy the first pla- 
toon of his company as skirmishers. This had hardly been done when 
the enemy appeared in our front in three distinct lines of battle, followed 
by columns, closed in mass, several batteries of artillery, and a large 
amount of cavalry, the left of their lines extending not less than one- 
fourth of a mile to the right of the Thirtieth Indiana. As soon as they 
arrived within about 150 yards of my line, I opened fire, which checked 
their advance for about fifteen minutes. Their line then in front of me 
seemed to separate, and I saw them marching by the flank to the right 
and left of us. Immediately after this maneuver, the two regiments on 
ray right gave way, and left my flank entirely unprotected. The enemy’s 
left then changed their front to the right and marched diagonally toward 
my right. At this moment the Sixth Indiana was forced from their 
position, the enemy immediately taking possession of the fence they 
occupied. They then again appeared in my front and opened an enfilad- 
ing fire on my regiment, 

Finding it was impossible to hold my position without being anni- 
hilated, I ordered my regiment to fall back, intending to take a posi- 
tion in the rear of the Louisville Legion, which was at that time sup- 
porting me. My regiment started back in good order, but coming in 
contact with the Louisville Legion (Colonel Berry having just ordered 
a change of front forward on first company, to protect our right), we 
became entangled with them, as we did also with the Ninety-third Ohio, 
which you had ordered to our support. I then fell back in some con- 
fusion to the woods occupied by me some half an hour previous. 

Here I tried to form my line, but again became entangled with a part 
of the First Brigade. My regiment became scattered, and it was im- 
possible to get them into line until we had fallen back through the woods 
into a cotton-field and into another piece of woods. Here, by your help 
and the united efforts of my officers, I succeeded in rallying part of my 
regiment, and took position on the left of Colonel Berry, who had also 
succeeded in rallying part of his regiment. Here the enemy was checked 
and driven back a short distance, but soon rallied and came down in a 
solid mass, and we were obliged again to retire. 
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111 a sliort time after, 1 rallied a portion of my re^^iment, and meeting 
Captains Trapp and O’Connell, who had succeeded in doing the same 
(in all, amounting to about 100 men), I halted and formed a line. * Here 
I was joined by a portion of the liTinety-third Ohio, under the command 
of Lieutenant Harman. I took command of the whole. 

At this moment I received an order from General Johnson to pro- 
ceed immediately to a certain point, but the guide missed the place, so 
I took a position on the left of a regiment (I do not know what regi- 
ment) which was hotly engaged with the enemy. Here I remained until 
I was ordered to fall in the rear of General Eousseau’s division. 

Soon after, Colonel Anderson, of the Mnety-third Ohio, came up and 
took command, and was ordered to proceed in the direction of the river; 
that we were needed there. Word soon came that our division was 
again forming on the left of the railroad running toward iJ^ashville. 1 
immediately proceeded to that point, where I found about 1 00 more men 
of my regiment, under command of their respective officers. 

Sy your order, I again moved forward with the balance of our bri- 
gade to the support of another brigade, which was hotly contesting the 
ground we now occupied. After a short and severe fight the enemy 
were driven oft, and with considerable fighting and skirmishing it lias 
been held ever since. 

The loss in my regiment is heavy, so far as heard from — S non-com- 
missioned officers and privates killed; 1 officer and 46 non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates wounded, and 81 missing ; a partial list of 
which you have already received. 

My officers and men behaved most gallantly, and I do not think there 
are any soldiers in the world that could have done better under the cir- 
cumstances. I would most respectfully recommend for your favorable 
consideration Captains Kuhlman, Company B, acting field officer; Trapp, 
Company G; O’Connell, Company F; Pomeroy, Company E; Prentiss, 
Company H ; Hooker, Company A, and Snodgrass, Company I ; First 
Lieuts. Henry Dornbush, Company B, commanding, and George L. 
Hayward, Company H, commanding; Adjt. Samuel W. Davies, and 
Second Lieutenants Kuhlman, Company B, commanding Company C ; 
E. B. Chappell, commanding Company K ; Denny, Company G, and 
Yarian, not yet assigned to any company. They are all justly entitled 
to the thanks of their superiors for their gallant conduct in the past few 
days. All have been engaged in the service since the breaking out of 
the rebellion ; have been in several engagements, and proved themselves 
worthy the confidence reposed in them. A more gallant and braver set 
of officers never entered a field. I would also mention our surgeons, 
Drs. Wilson and Barr. They performed their duties faithfully and un- 
flinchingly. 

I had forgotten to mention that some time during the day a portion 
of my regiment, under Lieutenant Dornbush and Adjutant Davies, gal- 
lantly repulsed a charge of the enemy’s cavalry, and drove them oft 
altogether. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. STAFFOED, 

Major First Regiment Ohio Volunteers^ Commanding. 

Captain Burns, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Fourth Brigade. 
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No. 49. 

Report of Coh Charles Anderson^ Winety -third Ohio Infantry, 

Headquarters Ninety-third Ohio Regiment, 

Camp near Murfreesiorough^ Teiin., January 5, 1863. 

Sir : In obedience to your order, I beg leave to submit tbe following 
report: 

At 1 o^clock on the morning of December 27, the regiment left Mill 
Greek for Nolensville, at which place we arrived at 4 a. m. We went 
into camp 1 mile south, on the Nolensville road. 

At 7 a. m. took up our line of march. The brigade commenced skir- 
mishing with the enemy about 4 miles south of Nolensville. We were 
then ordered to file to a field on the*left of the Nolensville road, and 
were supports to the Sixth Indiana Volunteers. We marched in the 
above order until we arrived at Triune. Here quite a brisk skirmish 
ensued ; but, as the enemy’s cavalry retreated before us on the road to 
Bagleville, my regiment was not engaged. We went into camp on the 
farm of Perkins at 4 p. m. 

On the morning of the 28th, was ordered on picket, to relieve the Sev- 
enty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, Colonel Read commanding. Remained 
until 12 m. of the 29th, when the brigade was moved back a short dis- 
tance beyond Triune. 

Here we encamped until 7 a. m. of the 30th, when we started to join 
our division, which was encamped 3 miles northwest of Murfreesbor- 
ough. Arrived at 3 p. m. We were then immediately ordered to report 
to General Stanley, chief of cavalry. After reporting to General Stan- 
ley, Company A, of my regiment, was deployed as skirmishers through 
a cotton-field and drove in the rebel cavalry. 

The regiment then advanced through cotton and corn fields and 
meadows some miles, when we were drawn up in line of battle, and 
marched so nearly one-half mile, when a very large cavalry force was 
seen drawn up in line of battle. We advanced to a fence and com- 
menced firing at them; but, the range being so great and our loads 
having been long wetted, our shots did no apparent execution. 

We were then ordered to fall back, Stanley’s cavalry covering our 
retreat. The rebel cavalry advanced a short distance, but made no 
demonstration. We were then ordered to go into the division encamp- 
ment, at the intersection of the Murfreesborough road and a country 
road, crossing it about 2 miles from Murfreesborough. This we did ; 
but, finding that our brigade had been in Ihe mean time ordered to act 
as reserve of the First and Second Brigades, under advice of General 
Willich, I ordered up the regiment and marched it into the reserve 
camp, about 1 mile back and near General Johnson’s headquarters, and 
remained in this camp all night. 

Upon the attack by the enemy immediately in our front, a little before 
7 a. m. on the 31st, the brigade was ordered out to re-enforce our front 
division lines. The other regiments having been placed in their several 
positions, the Ninety-third Ohio was ordered by myself to form line of 
battle upon the left of the Fifth Kentucky, in the rear of which it had 
marched. But this movement was arrested by an order from Colonel 
Baldwin, with an order for it to remain in its form of column, and to 
await further orders. This order was obeyed, and the regiment (with 
two slight changes in advance as the other regiments marched forward 
into the open field to the second positions) so remained, awaiting orders. 

All this time the Ninety-third Ohio was in the wood of our encamp- 
ment, parallel to the field in which the First Ohio and Fifth Kentucky 
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were marching and forming their lines, while the Sixth Indiaiia, inline 
of battle, occupied the fence at the head of this wood, and between it 
and the adjacent fields on the south. ISTo further orders were given to 
the regiment, though twice asked for. 

In the retreat, the First Ohio fell back from the second position in line 
of battle. When that event took place, and while the two regiments 
in the field were retreating back to their first position, I ordered and 
began a deployment of my skirmishers across the woods and extending 
from the left flank of these two regiments to the road on the east. While 
in the actual process of this movement, the colonel commanding the 
brigade intercepted it, and ordered the regiment to form in line of battle 
to the left flank of the two other regiments. 

I ordered the skirmishers to rjilly on the right wing, which had not 
yet begun its deployment, and the colonel commanding the brigade then 
gave me orders, in person, to retreat. The regiment being still in line of 
battle, I ordered it to about-face, and to march in slow time. This order 
was executed for a little time in some regularity. The enemy poured 
into the woods and pressed on to our rear. The re^ment, like the rest 
of the retreating troops, of course much increased its speed, so that by 
the time it passed out of the woods into the cotton-field to the northward 
the march had degenerated into a run. 

At this point, and in the cotton-field, the men of my regiment suffered 
quite severely. IsTotwithstanding, however, the number of killed, 
wounded, and scattered, a small remnant of the Ninety-third Ohio w^as 
rallied with those of the diyision, and it may be from some other divis- 
ions, and formed in line of battle in the large woods, containing in all 
several hundred men. 

This line was again faced to the front, and marched a short distance 
against the enemy, which by this time passed the cotton-field, entered 
the woods, and were again flanking our right in very great force. 

Another retreat having been ordered, this whole body of troops re- 
treated once again, under the support of General Crittenden’s wing. 

No other event of special interest occurred in the regimental history 
of this day, except that several of its officers and many of its men, after 
being separated from the regiment, united themselves to other regiments, 
and fonght gallantly during the subsequent conflict. Several of these 
men were thereby killed and wounded. 

In a temporary absence from my regiment, in order to have two slight 
wounds looked at and dressed by a surgeon, the remnant of mine, with 
that of his regiment, was left with Major Stafford, of the First Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry. 

Upon rejoining my regiment, I received orders from Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Michler, aide-de-camp of General Eosecrans, to form on the extreme 
right of the line of battle. This I did, and then rejoined the colonel 
commanding and what was left at tbat time of the brigade. 

These little and trivial details seem to make a sufficient record of my 
regiment’s share in these great proceedings. For a fuller statement of 
the various casualties to my command, 1 beg leave, respectfully, to refer 
to previous reports and this accompanying addendum. 

Total number killed, as far as beard from, 12 5 total number wounded, 
as far as heard from, 45 ; total number missing up to date, 64. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHILES ANDBESON, 
Co^ymctndiiiff Ninety-tMvd Ohio Y^oluutOBT IififciTitTy. 

Colonel Baldwin, 

Commanding Third Brigade, 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Philip S. Sheridan^ 27. B. Army^ commanding Third 

Division. 

Hdqrs. Third Diy., Eight Wing, Fourteenth A. C., 

Gamp on Stones River ^ Tenn.^ January 9, 18G3. 

Major : In obedience to instructions from headquarters right wing, 

1 have the honor to report the following as the operations of my division 
from December 26, 1862, to January 6, 1863 : 

On December 26, 1 moved from camp, near Nashville, on the Nolens- 
ville pike, in the direction of Nolensville. At the crossing of Mill Creek 
the enemy’s cavalry made some resistance, but were soon routed, 1 lieu- 
tenant and 1 x>rivate of the enemy being captured. 

On approaching Nolensville, I received a message froni General Davis, 
who had arrived at Nolensville, via the Edmondson pike, that the en- 
emy were in considerable force in his front, and requesting me to sup- 
port hiiii. On the arrival of the head of my division at Nolensville, 
General Davis advanced upon the enemy’s position, about 2 miles south 
of that place, supported by my division. The enemy had here made a 
stand in a gap of the mountains ; but, after a sharp conflict with Gen- 
eral Davis’ command, were routed and one piece of artillery captured. 

On the next day (27th), I supported General Johnson’s division in its 
advance on Triune, where the enemy were supposed to be in consider- 
able force. The town was taken possession of after a slight resistance, 
the main portion of their forces having evacuated the place. 

On December 28, 1 encamped at Triune. 

On the 29th, 1 supported General Davis’ division, which had the ad- 
vance from Triune on Murfreesborough, encamping that night at Wil- 
kinson’s Cross-Eoads, from which point there is a good turnpike to 
Murfreesborough. 

On the next day (the 30th), I took the advance of the right wing on 
this turnpike toward Murfreesborough, General Stanley, with a regiment 
of cavalry, having been thrown in advance. 

After arriving at a point about 3 miles from Murfreesborough, the 
enemy’s infantry pickets were encountered and driven, back, their num- 
bers constantly increasing until I had arrived within about 2J miles of 
Murfreesborough. At this point the resistance was so strong ^ to 
I'equire two regiments to drive them. I was here directed by Major-Gen- 
eral McCook to form my line of battle and place my artillery in position. 

My line was formed on the right of the pike, and obliquely to it ; four 
regiments to the front, with a second line of four regiments within short 
^iupportin t distance in the rear, with a reserve of one brigade, in column 
of regiments, to the rear and opposite the center. General Davis was 
then ordered to close in and form on my right, the enemy all this time 
keeping up a heavy artillery and musketry Are iipon my skirmishers. 

The enemy continued to occupy, with their skirmishers, a heavy belt 
of timber to the right and front of my line, and across some open fields 
and near where the left of General Davis’ division was in^nded to rest. 
General Davis was then directed by Major-General McCook to swing 
his division, and I was directed to swing my right togade with it until 
our continuous line would front nearly due east. This would giTO us 
possession of the timber above alluded to, and which was occupied by 
the enemy’s skirmishers in considerable force. This movement was 
successfully executed, after a stubborn resistance on the part of tne 
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enemy, in wMch they used one battery of artillery. This battery was 
silenced in a very short time by Bush’s and Hescock’s batteries, of my 
division, and two of the enemy’s pieces disabled. 

At sundown I had taken up my position, my fight resting in the 
timber, my left on the Wilkinson pike, and my reserve brigade, of four 
regiments, to the rear and opposite the center. 

The killed and wounded during the day was 75 men. 

General Davis’ left was closed in on my right, and his line thrown to 
the rear, so that it formed nearly a right angle with mine. General Keg- 
ley’s division, of Thomas’ corps, was immediately on my left, his right 
resting on the left-hand side of the Wilkinson pike. 

The enemy appeared to be in strong force in a heavy cedar wood 
across an open Yalley in my front and parallel to it, the cedar extend- 
ing the whole length of the valley, the distance across the valley vary- 
ing from 300 to 400 yards. 

At 2 o’clock on the morning of the 31st, General Sill, who had com- 
mand of my right brigade, reported great activity on the part of the 
enemy immediately in his front. This being the narrowest point in 
the valley, I was fearful that an attack might occur at that point. 1 
therefore directed two regiments from the reserves to report to General 
Sill, who placed them in position in very short supporting distance of 
his lines. 

At 4 o’clock in the morning the division was assembled under arms, 
and the cannoneers at their pieces. About 7.15 o’clock in the morning 
the enemy advanced to the attack across an open cotton-field, on Sill’s 
front. This column was opened upon by Bush’s battery, of Sill’s brigade, 
which had a direct fire on its front j also by Hescock’s and Houghtal- 
ing’s batteries, which had an oblique fire on its front from a command- 
ing position near the center of my line. The effect of this fire upon the 
enemy’s column was terrible. The enemy, however, continued to ad- 
vance until they had reached nearly the edge of the timber, when they 
were opened upon by Sill’s infantry, at a range of not over 50 yards. The 
destruction to the enemy’s column, which was closed in mass, being 
several regiments in depth, was terrible. For a short time they with- 
stood the fire, wavered, then broke and ran, Sill directing his troops to 
charge, which was gallantly responded to, and the enemy driven back 
across the valley and behind their intrenchments. 

In this charge I had the misfortune to lose General Sill, who was 
killed. The brigade then fell back in good order and resumed its orig- 
inal lines. The enemy soon rallied and advanced to the attack on my 
extreme right and in front of Colonel Woodruff, of Davis’ division. 
Here, unfortunately, the brigade of Colonel Woodruff gave way 5 also 
one regiment of Sill’s brigade, which was in the second line. This regi- 
ment fell back some distance into the open field and there rallied, its 
place being occupied by a third regiment of my reserve. 

At this time the enemy, who had made an attack on the extreme right 
of our wing against Johnson and also on Davis’ front, had been success- 
ful, and the two divisions on my right were retiring in great confusion, 
closely followed by the enemy, completely turning my position and ex- 
posing my line to a fire from the rear. I hastily withdrew the whole of 
Sill’s brigade and the three regiments sent to support it, at the same 
time directing Colonel Boberts, of the left brigade, who had changed 
front and formed in column of regiments, to charge the enemy in the 
timber ftom which I had withdrawn those regiments. This was very 
gallantly done by Colonel Roberts, who captured one piece of the enemy’s 
artillery, which had to be abandoned. 
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In tlie mean time I had formed SilFs and Schaefer’s brigades on aline 
at right angles to my first line, and behind the three batteries of artil- 
lery, which were placed in a fine position, directing Colonel Eoberts to 
return and form on this new line. I then made an unavailing attempt 
to form the troops on my right on this line, in front of which there were 
open fields, through which the enemy was approaching under a heavy 
fire from Hescock’s, Houghtaling’s, and Bush’s batteries. 

After the attempt had proved to be entirely unsuccessful, and my right 
was again turned, General McCook directed me to advance to the front 
and form on the right of Negley. This movement was successfully ac- 
complished under a heavy fire of musketry and artillery, every regiment 
of mine remaining unbroken. 

I took position on Hegley’s right, Eoberts’ brigade having been placed 
in position at right angles to Negley’s line, facing to the south, the other 
two brigades being placed to the rear and at right angles with Eoberts’, 
and facing the west, covering the rear of Negley’s lines. I then directed 
Houghtallng’s battery to take position at the angle of these two lines, 
Captain Hescock sending one section of his battery, under Lieutenant 
Taliaferro, and one section of Bush’s battery, to the same point. The 
remaining pieces of Hescock’s and Bush’s batteries were placed on the 
right of JSfegiey’s line, facing toward Murfreesborough. In this position 
I was immediately attacked, when one of the bitterest and most sanguin- 
ary contests of the day occurred. 

General Cheatham’s division advanced on Eoberts’ brigade, and heavy 
masses of the enemy, with three batteries of artillery, advanced over the 
open ground which I had occupied in the previous "part of the engage- 
ment, at the same time the enemy opening from their intrenchments in 
the direction of Murfreesborough. The contest then became terrible. 
The enemy made three attacks, and were three times repulsed, the artil- 
lery range of the respective batteries being not over 200 yards. In these 
attacks Eoberts’ brigaide lost its gallant comtnander, who was killed. 
There was no sign of faltering with the men, the only cry being for 
more ammunition, which unfortunately could not be supplied, on account 
of the discomfiture of the troops on the right of our wing, which allowed 
the enemy to come in and capture our ammunition train. 

Schaefer’s brigade being entirely out of ammunition, I directed them 
to fix bayonets and await the enemy. Eoberts’ brigade, which was 
nearly out of ammunition, I directed to fall back, resisting the enemy. 
Captain Houghtaling, having exhausted all his ammunition, and nearly 
all the horses in his battery having been killed, attempted, with the 
assistance of the men, to withdraw his pieces by hand. Lieutenant Tal- 
iaferro, commanding the section of Hescock’s battery, having been 
killed and several of his horses shot, his two pieces were brought off by 
his sergeant, with the assistance of the men. The difficulty of with- 
drawing the artillery here became very great, the ground being rocky 
and covered with a dense growth of cedar. Houghtaling’s battery had 
to be abandoned; also two pieces of Bush’s battery. The remaining, 
pieces of artillery in the division were brought through the cedars with 
great difficulty, under a terrible fire from the enemy, on to the open space 
on the Murfreesborough pike, near the right of General Palmer’s division. 

In coming through the cedars, two regiments of Schaefer’s brigade 
succeeded in obtaining ammunition, and were immediately put in front 
to resist the enemy, who appeared to be driving in our entire lines. 

On arriving at the open space, I was directed by Major-General Eose- 
crans to take those two regiments and put them into action on the right 
of Palmer’s division, where the enemy were pressing heavily. 
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The two regiments went in very gallantly, driving the enemy from the 
cedar timber and some distance to the front. At the same time I put 
four pieces of Hescock’s battery into action near by and on the same 
front. The other two regiments of Schaefer^s brigade, and the Thirt^^- 
sixth Illinois, of Sill’s brigade, were directed to cross the railroad, where 
they could obtain ammunition. 1 then, by direction of Major-General 
McCook, withdrew the two regiments that had been placed on the right 
of Palmer’s division ^ also Captain Hescock’s pieces, that point having 
been given up to the enemy in the rearrangement of our lines. 

These regiments of Schaefer’s brigade, having supplied themselves 
with ammunition, I put into action, by direction of Major-General Eose- 
crans, directly to the front and right of Genera] Wood’s division, on the 
left-hand side of the railroad. 

The brigade advanced through a clump of timber and took position 
on the edge of a cotton-field, close upon the enemy’s lines, relieving the 
division of General Wood, which was falling back under heavy press- 
ure from the enemy. 

At this point I lost my third and last brigade commander, Col. Fred- 
erick Schaefer, who was killed. The brigade, after remaining in this 
position until after it had expended its ammunition, was withdrawn to 
the rear of this timber, where it was again supplied and joined by the 
Thirty-sixth Illinois. I was here directed by General Eosecrans to form 
a close column of attack and charge the enemy, should they again come 
down on the open ground. 

The remaining portion of the evening this gallant brigade remained 
in close column of regiments and under the fire of the enemy’s batteries, 
which killed about 20 of the men by round shot. In the mean time Colo- 
nel Eoberts’ brigade, which had come out of the cedars unbroken, was 
put into action by General McCook at a point a short distance to the 
rear, where the enemy threatened our communication on the Murfrees- 
borough pike. The brigade, having but three or four rounds of ammu- 
nition, cheerfully went into action, gallantly charged the enemy, routing 
them, recapturing two pieces of artillery, and taking 40 prisoners. 
The rout of the enemy at this point deserves special consideration, as 
they had here nearly reached the Murfreesborough pike. 

On the night of the 31st, I was placed in position on the Murfrees- 
borough pike, facing south, and on the ground where Eoberts’ brigade 
had charged the enemy, General Davis being on my right. 

On January 1, heavy skirmish fighting, with occasional artillery shots 
on both sides, was kept up till about 3 p. m., when a charge was made by 
a brigade of the enemy on my position. This was handsomely repulsed, 
and 1 officer and 85 men of the enemy captured. 

Colonel Walker’s brigade, of Thomas’ corps, was also placed under my 
command, temporarily, having a position on my left, where the same 
character of fighting was kept up. 

On January 2, Colonel Walker sustained two heavy attacks, which he 
gallantly repulsed. 

On the 3d, skirmishing took place throughout the day. 

On the 4th, all was quiet in front, the enemy having disappeared. 

On the 5th, nothing of importance occurred, and, on January 6, 1 
moved my command to its present camp, on Stone’s Eiver, 3 miles 
south of Murfr’eesborough, on the Shelbyville pike. 

I trust that the general commanding is satisfied with my division. It 
fought bravely and well. The loss of Houghtaling’s battery and one 
section of Bush’s battery was unavoidable, All the horses were .shot 
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down or disabled, Captain Houglitaliiig wounded, and Lieutenant Talia< 
ferro killed. 

My division, alone and unbroken, made a gallant stand to protect the 
right flank of our army, being all that remained of the right wing. Had 
my ammunition held out, I would not have fallen back, although such 
were my orders, if hard pressed. As it was, this determined stand of 
my troops gave time for a rearrangement of our lines. 

The division mourns the loss of Sill, Schaefer, and Eoberts. They 
were all instantly killed, and at the moment when their gallant brigades 
were charging the enemy. They were true soldiers, prompt and brave. 
On the death of these officers, respectively, Colonel Greusel, Thirty-sixth 
Illinois, took command of Sill’s brigade, Lientenant-Colonel Laiboldt, 
Second Missouri, of Schaefer’s, and Colonel Bradley, Fifty-first Illinois, 
of Eoberts’ brigade. These officers behaved gallantly throughout the 
day. 

It is also my sad duty to record the death of Ool. F. A. Harrington, 
of the Twenty-seventh Illinois, who fell heroically leading his regiment 
to the charge. 

I refer with pride to the splendid conduct, bravery, and efficiency of 
the following regimental commanders and the officers and men of their 
respective commands : 

Col. F. T. Sherman, Eighty-eighth Illinois; Maj. F. Ehrler, Second 
Missouri ; Lieut. Col. John Weber, Fifteenth Missouri ; Capt. W. W. 
Barrett, Forty-fourth Illinois, wounded ; Maj. W. A. Presson, Seventy- 
third Illinois, wounded ; Maj. Silas Miller, Thirty-sixth Illinois, wounded 
and a prisoner ; Capt. P. 0. Olson, Thirty-sixth Illinois ; Maj. E. C. Hib 
bard, Twenty-fourth Wisconsin; Lieut. Col. William B. McCreery, ' 
Twenty-first Michigan ; Lieut. Col. K. H. Walworth, Forty-second Ilii- 
nois ; Lieut. Ool. F. Swan wick. Twenty-second Illinois, wounded and a 
])risoner; Capt. Samuel Johnson, Twenty-second Illinois; Maj. W. A. 
Schmitt, Twenty-seventh Illinois ; Captain Wescott, Fifty-first Illinois. 

I respectfully bring to the notice of the general commanding the good 
conduct of Captain Hescock, chief of artillery, whose services were al- 
most invaluable; also Captains Houghtaling and Bush, and the officers 
and men of their batteries. 

Surg. D. J. Griffiths, medical director of my division, and Dr. Mc- 
Arthur, of the board of medical examiners of Illinois, were most assid- 
uous in their care of the wounded. 

Maj. H. F. Deitz, provost-marshal ; Captain Morhardt, topographical 
engineer ; Lieut. George Lee, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Lieuts. 
E. M. Denning, Frank H. Allen, E. M. De Bruin, J. L. Forman, and 
[T. H.] Soward, aides-de-camp, officers of my staff, were of the greatest 
service to me, delivering my orders faithfully, and promptly discharg- 
ing the duties of their respeetive positions. 

The ammunition train, above alluded to as captured, was retaken 
Irom the enemy through the good conduct of Captain Thruston, ord- 
nance officer of the corps,' and Lieutenant Douglass, ordnance officer of 
my division, who, with Sergeant Cooper, of my escort, rallied the strag- 
glers and drove off* the enemy’s cavalry. 

The following is the total of casualties in the division : Officers killed, 
15; wounded, 38; missing, 11; total of officers, G4. Enlisted men killed, 
223 ; wounded, 943 ; missing, 400 ; total of enlisted men, 1,566. Aggre- 
gate, 1,630.* Of the 11 officers and 400 enlisted men missing, many are 
known to be wounded and in the hands of the enemy. 


But see revJsetl statement, p. 209. 
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Prisoners were captured from the enemy by my division as follows : 
1 major, 1 captain, 3 lieutenants, and 216 enlisted men. Total, 221. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. H. SHERIDAN', 
Brigadier- General j Commanding, 

Maj. J. A. Campbell, 

A88t, Adjt Gen.j Eight Wing, Fourteenth Army Gorjps, 


N-o. 51. 


Report of Capt, Henry Hescoeh, First Missouri Light Artillery, Chief of 

Artillery, 

Camp of Third Division, Fodrteenth Army Corps, 

Near Murfreeshorough, Tenn,, January 9, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken 
by the batteries of artillery of this division in the battle of Stone’s River, 
and the events during the march from Mill Creek, December 26, 1862, 
and after the battle, up to January 6, 1863 : 

The batteries marched with the several brigades on the morning of 
December 26, in the following order : Houghtaling’s battery, with Colo- 
nel Roberts’ brigade, on the Kolensville pike ; Hescock’s battery, with 
General Sill’s brigade, on the road to the left of the pike, via Patter- 
son’s Mill; Bush’s battery, with Schaefer’s brigade, on the NTolensville 
pike, in reserve. Nothing was done this day by the artillery. Encamped 
about 1 mile from Nolensville. 

On the 27th, marched at dawn of day toward Triune ; formed line of 
battle, with expectation of an engagement; the men and horses suffer- 
ing very much on account of the heavy rains for the last few days, and 
deep mud. Did not move on the 28th. Spent the day preparing the 
batteries for battle. 

Marched on the 29th on the Bole Jack road toward Murfreeshorough. 
Saw but little of the enemy; no fighting. Encamped near Wilkinson’s 
Cross-Roads, about 7 miles from Murfreeshorough. 

, Marched on the morning of the 30fch, at 7 a. m. Found the enemy 
strongly posted in our front, about 3 miles from Murfreeshorough. 

The batteries, having been assigned to brigades as follows — Hescock’s 
battery to Schaefer’s brigade ; Houghtaling’s battery to Colonel Roberts’ 
brigade, and Bush’s battery to General Sill’s brigade — took post with 
their brigades, Houghtaling’s on the right of the Wilkinson pike ; 
Bash’s bn the right of Houghtaling’s ; Hescock’s on the right and rear, 
all supported by their respective brigades. 

But little firing was done during the forenoon. In the afternoon 
Bush moved with his battery to the front, and opened on the enemy, at 
short range. Hescock took the position left by Bush, all three batteries 
concentrating their fire on the point of timber in front, shelling the 
enemy’s battery and driving back his skirmishers. The casualties were 
confined to Bush’s battery, he having lost 4 enlisted men and several 
horses. His battery was placed in an exposed position and nobly did 
their duty. 

During the night. Bush moved his battery to a more commanding 
position ; the other batteries remained on the hill facing the enemy. 

The events of the 31st relative. to the batteries of this division are 
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difficult to detail, but may be made intelligible to any one conversant 
with the ground or taking any part in the action. The battle opened 
in the division by an attempt to capture Bush’s battery. It was gal- 
lantly defended by General Sill until his brigade was completely turned. 
The brave general fell dead between the guns. The battery" then fell 
back to the position occupied by the other batteries of the division. In 
the mean time Houghtaling’s and the Missouri batteries were firing into 
the enemy’s ranks and batteries that were engaging General Sill and 
General Davis, and continued to do fearful execution among them until 
the enemy, who were pursuing GeneralJohnson’s surprised and defeated 
division, gained the rear of the division, when all the batteries moved 
to the front to the position just held by the enemy, and from which the 
division had driven him. 

Houghtaling advanced first and took position on the right of the 
pike (south side), just in the edge of the timber, supimrted by Colonel 
Roberts’ brigade, where he remained until his last horse was killed or 
wounded, and his last round of ammunition was expended, and the 
enemy demanding his men to surrender. He was forced to abandon his 
battery, after a gallant fight for a most important xiosition. His loss 
will be found in his statement, already submitted to you. 

Bush took position on the north side of the x^ike, doing his duty 
bravely 5 the Missouri battery also on that side of the pike. These two 
batteries were ex^posed to a fire of artillery from their front and rear, 
and of sharpshooters on their flank. 

Captain Bush re-enforced Captain Houghtaling with one section of 
his battery, under First Lieut. D. Flansburg. Captain Hescock also 
sent his Parrott section, under First Lieut. E. C. M. Taliaferro. Lieu- 
tenant Taliaferro fell dead, fighting bravely to save his guns, being shot 
through the head. The two batteries on the north side of the pike en- 
gaged the enemy in front and rear until their ammunition was expended, 
when they retired through the cedar woods with the division. Captain 
Bush was" compelled to abandon two of his guns in the dense cedar trees, 
for the lack of horses, the enemy charging his cannoneers. After gain- 
ing the open ground three guns of the Missouri battery were brought 
into action and fired on the enemy what little ammunition remained, 
until ordered to retire and replenish. Thus ended the operations of the 
31st. 

The batteries took a position, by order of General Sheridan, with the 
division on the south of the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, about 
3 a. m., January 1, 1863, where they remained until January 6, 1863, 
nothing of note occurring, except on the 1st, when a brigade of the 
enemy appeared in our front and was handsomely repulsed in five 
minutes, leaving 40 of his dead. 

The loss of guns, &c., in the division,! believe to be unavoidable, and 
necessary to the successful resistance of the enemy’s attack, which was 
made in heavy masses; and 1 do not think the officers can be blamed, 
as they could not do otherwise without most disastrous results to the 


The loss of the batteries was severe, but they are in good discipline 
and ready for service. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

H. HESCOCK, 

Captain First 3Iissoiiri Artillery^ Chief of Artillery ^ Third Div. 


Lieut. George Lee, 

Acting Assistant AdjntanP General^ Third Division. 
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Report of Capt, Charles Hoiiglitaling^ Battery (7, First Illinois Light 

Artillery. 

Battle-field, neae MDEFBEESBOROuaH, 

January 6, 1863. 

Captain : I would respectfully submit the following report of the 
part my company took in the action on the 30th and 31st ultimo : 

As but little was done on the 30th, I will pass over it. 

On the morning of the 31st, according to orders, we fell back toward 
the left, or rather changed front to the west, and my battery was placed 
in a belt of thick timber south of the pike, and was soon hotly engaged 
with the enemy^s batteries, which cut us up severely. While the battle 
was raging, I called u])on you for re-enforcements, which were promptly 
furnished. Being still unable to silence the rebel guns, and another 
battery being opened on me from the left, and being flanked by rebel 
infantry, I informed Colonel Eoberts that unless I moved from that 
position I should lose my battery, as my horses were falling at every 
volley, and my men nearly half killed and wounded. He informed me 
a few minutes afterward that General Sheridan^s orders were to hold 
that position at all hazards, and I did so until my ammunition was 
nearly expended, when 1 was ordered to change front and Are to the 
left, falling back across the pike, which I did, and three of the guns, 
being out of ammunition, were sent to the rear, while the others took a 
position and used the last round of canister on the enemy. Here the 
remainder of my horses were killed, and being flanked both on the right 
and left, and no possible chance to get the guns off by hand through the 
heavy cedar timber in the rear, I was forced to abandon them. All 
was done that could be, under the circumstances, to save them. Thus 
closed the part my company, as a company, took in the engagement. 
Lieutenant Wright, with some of the boys, joined your battery; Lieu- 
tenant Van Dyke and some more fell in with and joined the Twenty- 
sixth Pennsylvania Battery, Lieutenant Stevens commanding; some 
found the Board of Trade Battery, and others took muskets and fell 
into the ranks as infantry. 

All, I believe, did their duty in their various positions, and all be- 
haved with great coolness and gallantry while under my command. 

Loss in killed, wounded, and missing, Total number horses 

lost, 95. 

Yery respectfiillv, your obedient servant, 

CHAS, HOUGHTALHSTG, 

Captain, Comclg. Company G, First Illinois Light Artillery. 

Captain Hescock, 

Ohief of Artillery, 3d I)lv., Eight Wing, lUhArmy Corps. 


m. 53. 

Report of Gapt. Asahel K. Bush, Fourth Indiana Battery. 

CA3IP NEAK MXJEFREESBOEOUaH, TeNN., 

January 9, 1863. 

SiE: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 


See p. 209. 
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taken by my command in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., from and 
including December 30, 1862, to tbe morning of January 4 , 1863: 

On the morning of December 30, 1862, moved near the enemy’s lines, 
and, by order of General Sheridan, opened fire on a rebel battery at 
1,500 yards range, and drove it under cover. About 1 p. m. was moved 
across open fields near the woods occupied by the enemy. A rebel bat- 
tery opened on us from the woods at about 600 yards range, when Gen- 
eral Sill ordered us in position in the woods fronting them, and ordered 
me to Silence that battery,” which we did after a sharp contest of about 
two hours, at 450 yards range. We killed about half their horses, com- 
pletely disabled one gun-carriage, killed 1 of their lieutenants and 12 
men, wounded several others, and killed and wounded several of their 
infantry support, which lay near. 

My loss in the contest was 1 sergeant and 3 privates killed, 3 privates 
wounded, 5 horses killed, two gun-carriage wheels disabled, and two 
limber-chests damaged. 

After dark, by command of General Sill, took position about 300 yards 
to the right, in open ground, where we remained until the next morning 
(December 31), and about daylight were attacked by the enemy. We re- 
plied with canister at short range until General Sheridan’s division was 
completely flanked, by General Davis’ division retreating, and obliged 
to retire. We fixed prolonges and retired in rear of the brigade, firing 
canister. 

Made another short stand at the first position of December 30, and 
fired canister from my howitzer and 6-pounder smooth-bores into the 
enemy in front, and with my rifles drove two of the enemy’s pieces from 
position, which were firing on General Davis’ retreating fines ; lost one 
caisson in reaching this position, every horse on it being shot down by 
the enemy’s musketry. Here the under-straps of one of my smooth- 
bore 6-pounders were broken by firing double charges of canister, and 
I sent the piece to the rear. 

From the above position I retired and took position about 800 yards 
to the left, adjoining General ITegley’s division, near which point I re- 
mained until my ammunition was expended ; then retired to the left. In 
crossing a dense cedar woods, near the Murfreesborough pike, the in- 
f^antry were driven rapidly past us, and my two rear pieces (one James 
6-pounder and one 6-pounder smooth-bore) were captured by the enemy, 
after killing all the horses on them, except one wheel-horse on one, and 
one wheel and two swing horses on the other, and the latter piece fasi 
among the trees and the enemy within 40 yards of them. On reaching 
the pike, I moved a short distance to the rear and got a supply of ammu 
nition, and reported myself to the front with three pieces for duty. By 
order of General Eosecrans, we went into park in front and on the lefi 
of the pike. 

The next morning General Sheridan put us in position, where W€ 
remained until Sunday morning without further casualties. 

On Saturday, January 3, 1 got the piece repaired and in position, whicl 
was disabled December 31. 

Some field officer, on December 31, forced my forge into the train whicl 
started for Nashville, and it was captured and burned. 

During the above engagement my officers behaved nobly. I car 
scarcely mention one in particular without doing injustice to the rest 
I must, however, mention First Sergt. Willis H. Pettit, whose services 
in keeping my guns supplied with ammunition and various other duties 
were invaluable. Joseph E. De Wolf, clerk and private orderly, as 
usual, showed a clear head and unsurpassed courage, and was always 
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found where the fight was thickest, ready to carry orders, assist in 
taking out and putting in horses, &o. I must also give great credit to 
Private Frank Williams, who, with great courage and skill, saved my 
five remaining caissons, which were at one time cut off* and in the rebel 
lines. 

My loss of men was 6 killed, 17 wounded, 2 jiaroled, and 1 missing. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. K. BUSH, 

Captain^ Commanding Fourth Indiana Battery, 

Captain Hescook, 

Chief of Artillery^ General &ieridan^s Division, 


Ho. 54. 

Report of Col. Nicholas Greusel, Thirty-sixth Illinois Infantry^ command- 
ing First Brigade, 

Hdqbs. First Beig-ade, Third Division, Eight Wing, 
Camp 071 Stoners River, Ten7i,, January 15, 1863. 

SiE : Hot being in command of the brigade until General SilPs death, 
Wednesday morning, December 31, 1862, 1 am unable to give a very 
correct report of its operations previous to that time, but have suc- 
ceeded, from what I observed myself and by reports of other regimental 
commanders, in getting very near, if not quite, a correct report of the 
movements of the brigade. 

In obedience to orders from General Sill, the brigade was under arms 
from 4 a. m. Tuesday, December 30, till 8 o’clock, on the Wilkinson 
pike, about 5 miles from Murfreesborough, and at 9 o’clock we moved 
forward, this brigade being the center of the division. Skirmishers 
were deployed and soon were engaged with the enemy’s skirmishers. 

When within about 2 miles from Murfreesborough, the brigade was 
ordered by General Sill to the right of the pike, and formed the first 
line of battle on the edge of the timber, in the following order: The 
Thirty-sixth Illinois on the right. Eighty-eighth Illinois on the left, 
Bash’s Fourth Indiana Battery in the center, the Twenty-first Michigan 
supporting the Eighty-eighth Illinois, and the Twenty -fourth Wisconsin 
supporting the Thirty-sixth Illinois. 

Sharp skirmishing was kept up until 3 p. m., when General Sill or- 
dered an advance, and the brigade moved forward (changing front to 
the left), the regiihents keeping their relative positions across a corn- 
field, and the battery was advanced into the woods beyond, supported 
by the Thirty-sixth Illinois and five companies of the Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin. Soon after the advance into the woods, a battery of the 
enemy opened on us from the low ground across a cotton-field, and in 
the edge of a strip of timber, scarce 500 yards distant, and then ensued 
a terrific artillery duel between our battery and the enemy’s, which 
finally resulted in their battery being silenced and withdrawn. It now 
being near dark, our battery was moved to the rear, just out of the 
woods, and the brigade formed in nearly the same relative positions as 
at first, and lay upon their arms all night, with strong lines of skir- 
mishers out as pickets. 

Soon after daylight, on the morning of the 31st, the enemy advanced 
out of the woods on the opposite side of the cotton-field (referred to 
before) in great force immediately on our front, but were met by such a 



Chap. S:xxit 1 THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 357 

lire from our artillery and infantry tliat they were finally repulsed and 
driven back with great loss across the cotton-field. 

About this time, 7 a. m., while directing the movements of the brigade, 
our brave General Sill was struck in the face by a musket ball and 
instantly killed. I then received your order to take command of the 
brigade. The enemy having turned our right, and again advancing in 
force, I moved to the rear with the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin and Eighty- 
eighth Illinois, and across the road, where I formed on the left of the 
Eighty-first Indiana, Woodruff’s brigade, leaving the Twenty-first 
Michigan to support Hescock^s battery, where they were assailed by 
great numbers of the enemy, but held their ground until the battery 
was moved, when they retired in good order, losing heavily in killed 
and wounded. (See report of Lieutenant-Colonel McCreery.) Having 
expended all the ammunition of the two regiments with me, I retired to 
and got a supply from the train of General Eousseau, ours having been 
cut off. 

I then reformed my line on the east of the railroad, and moved for- 
ward to the Murfreesborough pike. Here I received orders from General 
McCook to move to the extreme right of our line, to support the cavalry, 
who were threatened by the rebel cavalry, and in some danger of being 
flanked. I formed and supported the Fifth Wisconsin Battery and re- 
mained in this position until dark, after which I retired the Eighty- 
eighth Illinois to the rear of the battery, and detailed the Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin for picket duty, Colonel Kennett supporting my pickets with 
his cavalry. 

At 2 a. ra., January 1, 1 received your order to move the brigade to the 
vicinity of your headquarters, when, in accordance with your orders, 
I formed line of battle in the rear of Colonel Laiboldt’s brigade in the 
following order : The Thirty-sixth Illinois on the right, Fourth Indiana 
Battery, Eighty-eighth Illinois, and Twenty-fourth Wisconsin on the 
left, the Twenty-first Michigan being for the time joined to the Third 
Brigade, Colonel Bradley commanding, where we lay during the 1st, 
2d, and part of the 3d of January, 1863, inactive, with the exception of 
being ordered to form double column on Friday, January 2, to support 
the left wing (then heavily. engaged with the enemy), if necessary, but 
were not needed. 

Saturday, January 3, we moved, by your order, the whole brigade 
(the Twenty-first Michigan having joined) to the position before held 
by General Davis’ division, to the right and front of our former position, 
where we remained inactive until Tuesday, January C, when we moved 
to our present camp, south of Murfreesborough. 

I am unable to give sufficient praise to the officers commanding the 
different regiments in the brigade ; all have done their duty; but I must 
say that, in regard to Major Miller, Captain Olson, and Adjutant Bid- 
dulph, of the Thirty-sixth Illinois; Colonel Sherman and Major Chand- 
ler, of the Eighty-eighth Illinois; Lieutenant-Colonel McCreery and 
Adjt. M. B. Wells, of the Twenty-first Michigan; Major Hibbard and 
Adjutant MacArthur, of the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin, they behaved 
with great coolness and presence of mind, ever ready to obey my com- 
mand. Of my staffs I would especially notice Lieut. J. B. Watkins, 
acting assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. J. L. Mitchell, aide-de-camp; 
Lieut. ]Sr. S. Bouton, brigade quartermaster, who was very active in 
procuring ammunition, and Quartermaster Sergt. Frederick Colburn, 
Thirty-third Ohio, acting as volunteer aide to General Sill, and after 
his death in the same capacity to me, and who showed great coolness 
and activity in carrying orders during the thickest of the fight. Brigade 
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Surg. D, W. Young deserves especial notice for Lis untiring efforts to 
care for the wounded. 

In General Sill we all feel that we Lave lost an able commander and 
a kind friend ; thoughi but a short time with us, he had endeared him- 
self to the whole command by his quiet, unassuming disposition, com- 
bining gentleness with strict discipline, courageous in action almost to 
a fault. We all feel that the brigade and the service have lost an officer 
hard to be replaced. 

I inclose with this the reports of the commanders of the different 
regiments ; also a complete list of casualties, the aggregate of which is 
as follows : Killed, 102 ; wounded, 369 ; missing, 200. Total, 071.* 

I am, sir, yours, very respectfully, 

K. GEEUSBL, 

Colonel^ Commanding First Brigade^ Third JDinision. 

Lieut. Geoege Lee, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Third Division. 


¥ 0 . 55. 

Report of Gapt. Porter G. Olson^ Thirty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 

Headqtjaetees Thiety-sixth Illinois Voldnteees, 

January 9, 1863. 

The Thirty-sixth Illinois Eegiment, Col. K. Greusel commanding, was 
called into line at 4 o’clock on Tuesday morning, December 30, 1862, 
and stood under arms until daylight, to the left of the Wilkinson pike, 
our right resting upon it, and 5 miles from Murfreesborough. At 9 a. 
m. we moved forward to Murfreesborough ; two companies were de- 
ployed as skirmishers to the right of the road, and were soon engaged 
with the enemy’s skirmishers. When 2 miles from Murfreesborough the 
regiment was deployed in the corn-field to the right of the pike, and two 
companies were deployed forward as skirmishers, as ordered by General 
Sill. The regiment lay in line in this field until 2 p. m., at which time 
the whole line was ordered to advance. The skirmishers kept up a 
sharp fight, the enemy’s line retreating and ours advancing. We drove 
the enemy through the timber and across the cotton-field, a low, narrow 
strip stretching to the right into the timber. A rebel battery, directly 
in front of the Thirty-sixth, directed a heavy fire on us. Our skirmish- 
ers advanced to the foot of the hill, near the cotton-field, and here kept 
up a well-directed fire. We were ordered to support Captain Bush’s 
battery, which was brought into position in the point of timber where 
our right rested, and opened fire with terrible effect upon the enemy. 
We remained as a support until nearly dark, when Captain Bush went 
to the rear, the enemy’s battery, or, rather, its disabled fragments, having 
been dragged fcom the field. In this day’s engagement the regiment 
lost 3 killed and 15 wounded; total, 18. We occupied the hill during 
the night, and our skirmishers were in line at the edge of the cotton- 
field. 

On the morning of December 31, soon after daylight, the enemy ad- 
vanced in strong force fi?om the timber from beyond the cotton-field op- 
posite our right. They came diagonally across the field. Upon reaching 


But see revised statement, p. 209. 
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the foot of the hill, they made a left half- wheel and came up directly 
in front of us. When the enemy had advanced up the hill sufficiently 
‘to he in sight, Colonel Greusel ordered the regiment to fire, which was 
promptly obeyed. We engaged the enemy at short range, the lines be- 
ing not over 10 rods apart. After a few rounds, the regiment support- 
ing us on our right gave way. In this manner we fought for nearly half 
an hour, when Colonel Greusel ordered the regiment to charge. The 
enemy fled in great confusion across the cotton-field into the woods op- 
posite our left, leaving many of their dead and wounded upon the field. 
We poured a destructive fire upon them as they retreated until they 
were beyond range. 

The Thirty-sixth again took position upon the hill, and the support 
of our right came forward. At this time General Sill was killed, and 
Colonel Greusel took command of the brigade. A fresh brigade of the 
enemy advanced from the direction that the first had come, and in splen- 
did order. We opened fire on them with terrific effect. Again the regi- 
ment on our right gave way, and we were again left without support. 
In this condition we fought until our ammunition was exhausted, and 
until the enemy had entirely flanked us on our right. At this juncture 
Major Miller ordered the regiment to fall back. While retreating, Major 
Miller was wounded, and the command devolved upon me. We moved 
back of the corn-field to the edge of the timber, a hundred rods to the 
right of the Wilkinson pike and 2 miles from Murfreesborough, at 8 a. m. 
Here I met General Sheridan, and reported to him that the regiment 
was out of ammunition, and that I would be ready for action as soon 
as I could obtain it. We had suffered severely in resisting the attack 
of superior numbers. I had now only 140 men. The regiment fought 
with great obstinacy, and much is due to Col. hT. Greusel for his bravery 
in conducting the regiment before being called away. 

Adjutant Biddulph went to find the ammunition wagon, but did not 
succeed. I then informed Quartermaster Bouton that I needed car- 
tridges, but he failed to find any except size .58, the caliber of most of 
the arms being .09. I was now ordered by Major-General McCook to 
fall back to the rear of General Crittenden’s corps. I arrived there 
about 10 a. m. I here obtained ammunition, and dispatched the adju- 
tant to report to Colonel Greusel the condition and whereabouts of the 
regiment. He returned without seeing the colonel. Lieutenant Wat- 
kins soon rode up, and volunteered to take a message to Colonel Greusel 
or General Sheridan. He also returned without finding either officer. 
I now went in search of General Sheridan myself ; found him at 12 
o’clock ; reported to him the regiment (what there was left of it) ready 
to move to the front. He ordered that I should hold the regiment in 
readiness and await his orders. 

At 2 p. m. I received orders from General Sheridan to advance to the 
front, on the left of the railroad, and connect my command temporarily 
with Colonel Laiboldt’s brigade. We were here subject to a very heavy 
artillery fire, A 12-pounder shell struck in the right of the regiment 
and killed Lieut. Soren L. Olson (a brave and faithful officer, command- 
ing Company F) and Corporal Eiggs, and wounded S others. At dark 
we were moved by Lieutenant Denning one-quarter of a mile to the rear, 
where we remained for the night. 

At 3 a. m. January 1, 1863, by order of General Sheridan, we marched 
back to his headquarters, on the N‘ashville pike, a distance of half a mile, 
where, at daylight, I reported to Colonel Greusel. As ordered by him, 
we took position to the right of Captain Bush’s battery, fronting west. 
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We built a barricade of logs and stone, and remained tbroiigb. the day 
ready to receive the enemy, but no attack Tvas made. 

On the morning of the 2d, the regiment was in line at 4 o^clock ; stood 
under arms until daylight. We remained ready for action during the 
day until 4 p. m., when, by order of Colonel Greusel, we moved to the 
right, on the line formerly occupied by General Davis. During the night 
considerable skirmishing occurred on our front. 

On the morning of the 3d instant, the regiment stood under arms from 
4 o’clock until daylight. At 8 a. m., by order of Colonel Greusel, we 
changed position to the right, and somewhat to the rear, letting our 
right rest upon the Nashville pike. 

On the morning of the 4th, we were under arms at 4 o’clock 5 no fighting 
occurred on our part of the line during the day. 

In the action throughout, the regiment behaved in the most gallant 
manner. The officers, with only a single exception, distinguished them- 
selves for bravery and coolness ; the men, with unflinching courage, were 
always ready, and met the enemy with a determination to conquer. I 
tender my thanks to Adjutant Biddulph for the gallant and efficient 
manner in which he assisted me, and also to the other officers for their 
gallant action throughout the stormy conflict, which resulted in victory. 

I append to this report a list of casualties.* 

POETEE C. OLSON, 

Captain^ Commanding Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteers. 
Lieut. J. B. Watkins, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant’ General. 


No. 56. 

Report of Col. Francis T. Sherman^ Figlity-eighth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqes. Eighty^-eighth Eegiment Illinois Infantry, 

Camp on Stoners River ^ Tenn.^ January 7, 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to make report to you of my regiment 
during the recent battle of Stone’s Eiver, near Murfreesborough, Tenn. 

On the morning of December 30, at 7 o’clock, by order of Brigadier- 
General Sill, then commanding your brigade, I marched my regiment 
on the pike toward the town of Murfreesborough. At 9 a. m. we were 
ordered to the right of the pike, where skirmishing with the enemy was 
being had. We formed in line of battle in front of Houghtaling’s and 
Hescock’s batteries, and threw out the two flank companies as skirmish- 
ers, with Companies F and G as reserves. 

We skirmished moderately with the enemy until about 3 p. m., when 
an advance was made, and I took position with the regiment in a cot- 
ton-field on a ridge, just in rear of a strip of bottom land, with my skir- 
mishers a short distance in advance. During the remainder of the day 
skirmishing was brisk, and Capt.' G. W. Smith, of Company A, while 
bravely directing his company as skirmishers, was wounded in the leg ' 
and obliged to leave the field. Night having set in, Y^e were ordered 
to remain on the field all night and keep our skirmishers out as pickets. 

On the morning of the 31st, the men were in line of battle at day- 
break, and skirmishing with the enemy began soon after. About 7 
o’clock they made an advance across the bottom, one brigade charging 
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directly upon my regiment. I ordered the men to hold their fire until 
the enemy were within short musket range, when; the skirmishers hav- 
ing nearly all rallied on the battalion, I ordered them to rise up and fire, 
which they did with a coolness and daring worthy of yeteran soldiers, 
and which checked the enemy in his advance and drove him back into 
the timber. We held our position until forced to retire by the enemy 
advancing in overwhelming numbers from the timber to our right. 

Our retirement was made in good order, but with great loss of men. 
We reformed our line, when I was informed that General Sill was killed, 
and that you were in command of the brigade. 

The enemy having broken our right, I retreated, under your direc- 
tions, across the Wilkinson pike into the cedars, where we again made 
a stand and held our position, checking the enemy’s advance, until 
ordered to retire. 


About noon we went out on the ISrashville and Murfreesborough pike, 
to support the cavalry in resisting the attacks of the enemy on our 
trains. We encamped at night on a hill just beyond Overall’s Creek. 

At 4 o’clock the next morning (January 1, 1863) we marched back to 
the battle-field, and took position on the right, where we lay in line of 
battle all this and the two following days, anticipating an attack from 
the enemy, but which was not made. 

During the engagement I was ably assisted by all my officers present, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chadbourne and Lieutenant Ballard, adjutant, being 
absent, sick, Major Chandler was the only field assistance I had, and I 
take special pleasure in mentioning Major Chandler, whose conduct 
throughout the conflict was characterized by calmness and the most 
determined bravery. His services were invaluable to the regiment, ^ as 
his gallant example infused itself into the spirits of the men, making 
them cool and steady when obliged to retire in the face of the enemy. 
Although wounded, and having his horse shot under him, he remained 
steadily at his post until the close of the battle. 

It gratifies me to be able to make honorable mention of the officers 
commanding companies, viz: First Lieut. George Chandler, Company 
A ; Capt. W. A. Whiting, Company B 5 Capt. George A. Sheridan, 
Company 0 5 Capt. John A, Bross, Company D 5 Capt. Levi P. Holden, 
Company E 5 First Lieut. James A. S. Hanford, Company F ; Second 
Lieut. Dean E. Chester, Company G ; First Lieut. Charles T. Boal, Com- 
pany H ; Capt. J. J. Spalding, Company I, and Capt. D. E. Barnard, Com- 
pany K, all of whom remained steady under fire, always at their posts 
urging their men on in repelling the enemy. The lieutenants assisting 
were cool and brave, and worthy of the offices they filled. The conduct 
of my sergeant-major, FT. P. Jackson, was worthy of a soldier, being cool 
and brave, ever ready to carry out my orders, though bullets were flying 
thick around him. 

During the engagement on the 31st, while at his post, Lieut. Thomas 
F. W. Gullich, of Company 0, fell, shot through the head. In his death 
his company and country have lost a faithful officer and a gallant soldier. 

Herewith you will find a list of the killed, wounded, and missing oi 
my regiment.’* 

Very respectfully, yours, 

. F. T. SHEEMAK, 


Colonel, Gomdg, Eighty-eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, 


Col. Nicholas Gkeusel, 

Comdg, First Brigade^ Third Division^ Fourteenth Army Corps. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 209. 
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No. 57. 

Report of Lieut Got William B, McCreery^ Twenty-first Michigan In- 
fantry, 

Hdqes. Twenty-first Eeg-iment MicHiaAN Infantry, 

Gamp on Stoners River ^ January 7, 1863. 

Liedtenant : I have the honor to report to you the following as the 
action taken by this regiment in the recent engagement before Murfrees- 
borongh : 

On the morning of the 30th ultimo we took position on the hill, be- 
tween Captains Hescock’s and Houghtaling’s batteries, to act as a sup- 
port to the Eighty-eighth Illinois, Colonel Sherman, who had previously 
taken position a few rods in front. About 3 p. m, we were moved for- 
ward into the cotton-field, still retaining the same relative position to 
the Eighty-eighth. We remained here until after dark, when we were 
ordered to move to a grass-plot a few rods to our right, where we re- 
mained during the night. 

Before daylight we were ordered to occupy the same ground we had 
occupied the evening previous. Soon after daybreak an attack was 
made in force by the enemy upon our front and to our right. After a 
fierce contest, the forces on our front and right retired. At this time 
the enemy were delivering a murderous fire upon our front and right 
flank. After delivering our fire, and observing him closing in in heavy 
force upon us, I ordered the regiment to fall back. Owing to a barn 
and out-buildings which we were compelled to pass, the regiment was 
for the time being thrown into some confusion ; but it was with much 
difficulty that I could compel the men to leave the cover they had taken 
behind the fences and buildings, where they were delivering a well- 
directed fire. 

We immediately formed upon the right of the Eighty-eighth Illinois, 
and were ordered to move a few rods to the rear and left, and were then 
ordered to support Hescock’s battery until further orders, it having 
taken position a little to our left. The battery soon changed position 
to a point of woods, where we followed, in support. It was immediately 
engaged, and a heavy force of the enemy^s infantry made their appear- 
ance on our front and left. 

As soon as they had advanced to within short musket range, I opened 
a telling fire upon them, which was continued until the battery had re- 
tired, when we fought our way back to the woods in good order. We 
again took position in the woods, but, receiving a heavy fire on our front 
and flank, we were obliged to fall back. We made another stand far- 
ther back in the woods, and fought our way back to the clearing 5 after 
which I fell back beyond the railroad, where we remained until along 
toward evening, when we joined the brigade near OveralFs Creek. 

The nest morning we were ordered to recross the creek, and took 
position on the right of the pike and to the left of the Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin, in support of Colonel Bradley^s brigade, where we remained 
without action until the nest morning, when we moved to the right, 
occupying the ground previously held by the Thirty-sixth Illinois, in 
which place we remained until we took up our line of march for this 
place. 

Both officers and men, with few exceptions, behaved with coolness 
and bravery, I am indebted to Major Hunting and Adjt. M. B. Wells 
for valuable assistance, especially the latter, whom I recommend to your 
favorable notice. 
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The list of casualties is as follows : 

Officers wounded 

^Enlisted men killed 

Enlisted men wounded T 


Enlisted men missing *1!!!'" !*.l!** *'!! !!!! 36 

Total 143 


Very respectfully ^ 

WILLIAM B. McGEEEEY, 
Lieutenant-Golonely Gomdg, Twenty-first Michigan Infantry, 

Lieut. J. B. Watkins, 

Actg, Asst. Adjt, Gen.^ First Brigade^ Third Dimsion, 


liTo. 58. 

Report of Maj, Elisha G. Hibhard, Twenty-fourth Wisconsin Infantry, 

Hdqus. Twentt-poxjbth Wisconsin Infantry Vols., 

Gamp on Stoners River ^ Tenn., January 8, 1863. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Twenty-fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers in the 
late engagements resulting in the taking of Murfreesborough, viz : 

On the morning of Tuesday, December 30, 1862, 1 marched the regi- 
ment from camp, right in front, following in rear of Bush’s battery, with 
two companies deployed as flankers, according to orders from General 
Sill. About an hour’s march from camp, and while firing was going 
on in front, I received an order to add one company to the flankers, and 
move them out farther from the column, which order was carried out. 
Soon after, I received an order from General Sill to move my regiment 
forward, and form line 200 paces in rear of the Thirty-sixth Illinois. 
These dispositions having been made, an order was received to have 
the men lie down. I remained in this position, just in the edge of the 
woods on the left of a white house (afterward used as a hospital), and 
on the right of Bush’s battery. 

I remained there until ordered to advance by General Sill, keeping 
directly in rear and 200 paces distant from the Thirty-sixth Illinois. 
Advancing to the open field beyond an old log-house, I halted and or- 
dered the men to lie down, the enemy having opened on the advance 
with artillery, very effectually served. 

Soon after, I was directed by an aide to send five companies to the 
woods in our front to support Bush’s battery, which was then hotly en- 
gaged with the enemy’s artillery. The five companies were sent under 
the command of the acting field officer. I remained in the field with 
the balance of the regiment, which was in a very exposed position, and 
had lost several men from the enemy’s artillery, until ordered by Gen- 
eral Sill to bring down the balance of my command to the support of 
the battery, as the enemy were about to make an effort to capture it. 
The artillery firing then ceased, night having put an end to the action. 
1 was ordered by General Sill to have a picket posted, the balance to 
lie down on their arms, and allow half of each company to go to the 
rear and do some cooking. I posted one company as pickets, and 
allowed the men to boil some coffee; then placed them in line. The 
night was intensdy cold, and the men were nearly frozen. 
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At 3 a. m. (31st) General Sill came down to the regiment and said 
we would be supported from the reserve brigade. The men were then 
awake and ready for action. At early dawn two regiments came into 
the woods and formed line at right angles with my left. They remained 
a few moments, and were marched away. 

Soon after, firing began, and the pickets were driven in by the enemy’s 
skirmishers directly in my front. Their column of attack came close 
on the rear of their skirmishers, and I ordered the men to fire. At the 
same time my attention was directed to a column coming out of the 
wood on my right fiank. They wei'e in line and advancing very rapidly. 
(I counted five battle-flags.) I immediately sent word to General Sill 
that the enemy were in force on my flank. About the same time the 
regiment on my right, formed at right angles, fell back ,• a battery, which 
had fired four rounds very effectively, followed them, leaving my flank 
entirely unprotected. I maintained my position, waiting for orders, 
until the enemy were in the woods in my rear, and had come on my 
flank and delivered a cross-fire, doing me considerable damage. No 
orders having been received, and thinking it improper to remain longer 
in this position, I ordered the regiment to break to the rear by com- 
panies. Some of the officers not hearing the order, the left wing did 
not move with the right, and the regiment came off in some disorder, 
but was quickly reformed in the open field to the right of the log-house 
used for a hospital. No regiment could have formed line more rapidly 
than they did, after retreating, surrounded on all sides by confused 
masses of fugitives— the veterans of some of the hardest battles of the 
war. Where such troops flee, new recruits assuredly deserve praise for 
standing their ground. 

I then received the first orders during the day from Colonel Greusel 
to move my regiment up to a fence and have them lie down. My left 
then formed on the right of the Fifteenth Missouri. An order given 
by Colonel Schaefer for that regiment to move, left me entirely alone, 
unless I advanced with them, which was done. Moving up to the second 
fence in my front, I again ordered the men to lie down. 

Soon after, an aide from General Sheridan directed me to move my 
regiment up to the woods. The order was obeyed, when I joined the 
Eighty-eighth Illinois, and was thereafter under the immediate com- 
mand of Colonel Greusel. By his direction, we marched through the 
cedar swamp, a terrific fire of artillery and infantry roaring all around 
us. I crossed the railroad and marched up the Murfreesborough pike, 
placed my men, as per orders from him, in a thicket, with directions to 
deploy skirmishers and watch for the enemy’s cavalry, which was an- 
noying our train. Eemaiued in this position some time. Was ordered 
up still farther to the right, and placed behind a rail fence, which posi- 
tion I occupied for about one hour. Again moving up the pike, by Colo- 
nel Greusel’s direction, I supported one gun of the First Ohio Battery. 
Night coming on, 1 was directed to post three companies as pickets, 
keeping the remainder in reserve. 

On the morning of January 1, 1863, under direction of Colonel Greu* 
sel, 1 brought the regiment back to the pike, and, following the Eighty- 
eighth Illinois, marched down to the cedar swamp, a mile beyond Stone’s • 
Elver, with orders to erect temporary breastworks. In this position I 
remained until the evening of the 2d, when, by directions of the colonel 
commanding, I moved my regiment on to the grounds occupied bv a 
regiment on my right, which had marched. 

On the m 
commander 


orning of the 3d, I marched again, by directions of the brigade 
, to the left of Bush’s battery, my right resting on the Thirty- 



Chap. XXXH.] THE STONE's EIVER CAMPAIGN. 365 

sixtli Illinois, in wliicli position vre remained until we inarched to this 
our present camp. 

I cannot too highly speak of the men who passed through all the trials 
of the two days’ fighting and the following four days of suspense, worse 
than the battle itself. Exhausted and cold, they stood their ground like 
veterans, and fought as good soldiers. 

I desire to make special mention of the conduct of Captains Eoot, 
Austin, and Philbrook, and Lieutenants Balding, Chase, Nix, Chivas, 
Hartung, Goldsmith, Horning, Elmore, Parsons, Battle, Kennedy, Hol- 
ton, and Greene. The surgeons (Major Hasse and Captain Wheeler) 
were not under my immediate observation, but I am informed they per- 
formed their duties nobly. To the chaplain of the regiment I return 
thanks for his kind attention to the wounded. 

To the adjutant of the regiment (Arthur MacArthur, jr.) I am more 
than indebted for his aid and efficient service rendered during the en- 
gagements. Young and gallant, I bespeak for him an honorable career. 
Of the sergeant-major (Prank W. Eiddle) and Sergeants Drake and Kers- 
ton I would make favorable mention. Sergeant Coburn, of Company 
A, deserves special notice for bringing off the body of Lieutenant Nix, 
mortally wounded. 

Inclosing you a list of the casualties,* and desiring, on behalf of the 
officers of the regiment, to acknowledge our indebtedness to the colonel 
commanding the brigade for his care and attention after assuming com- 
iband, I have the honor to be. your obedient servant, 

E. C. HIBBAED, 

Major j Commanding Ticenty^fourtli ^yi8cons^n, 

Lieutenant Watkins, 

Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ First Brigade^ Third Division, 


No. 59. 

Rej)ort of Lieut. Col, Bernard LaiJfoldt^ Second Missouri Infantry^ com- 
manding Second Brigade. 

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Third Div., Eight Wing, 

January 7, 1863. 

I have the honor to submit to you a report of the part taken by the 
brigade I now have the honor to command, in the battle in front of 
Murfreesborough ; 

The brigade, then in command of the lamented Col.Prederick Schaefer, 
was assigned position as reserve of the Third Division on December 30, 
and took no part in the engagement on the left on that day. 

Shortly after daybreak next morning, December 31, Colonel Schaefer 
received orders to Ve-enforce General Sill’s brigade with two regiments, 
and the Fifteenth Missouri Volunteers and Forty-fourth Illinois Volun- 
teers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Weber, of the Fifteenth 
» Missouri Volunteers, were accordingly sent to General Sill, with orders 
to report to him for duty. 

The Second Battalion of the Seventy-third Illinois Volunteers, under 
command of Ma.jor Presson, was detached to protect Captain Hescock’s 
battery, while the other battalion of the Seventy-third Illinois Volun- 
teers and the Second Eegiment Missouri Volunteers were held in reserve. 


^ Embodied in revised statement, p. 200, 
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The Fifteenth Missouri Volunteers and Forty-fourth Illinois Volunteers 
had a position assigned to them, about 30 yards in rear of General Sill^s 
brigade, when, after a short interval, Lieutenant-Colonel Weber received 
orders to advance in double-quick. The order was promptly executed, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Weber found himself in front of the enemy, the 
artillery previously stationed there having retreated, leaving one Par- 
rott gun, supposed to belong to Carpenter’s battery, Davis’ division, be- 
hind. The two mentioned regiments kept up a strong firing, and even 
when one regiment on their left broke and ran, they held their position 
until attacked from the flank and front at once. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Weber then retreated in good order, keeping up a constant firing until 
he, being heavily pressed by the enemy, reached a corn-field, where he 
halted. 

Soon afterward our troops on the left advanced again on the enemy, 
when Lieutenant-Colonel Weber also rapidly advanced to a place about 
50 yards in advance of his previous position, and formed in line of bat- 
tle. He had the gun above referred to dragged by his men to the rear 
of his column, from where it afterward was removed to a safer place. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Weber contested his ground admirably until the 
enemy advanced six columns deep, and the ammunition of the Fifteenth 
Missouri Volunteers gave out, the Forty-fourth Illinois Volunteershav- 
ing previously withdrawn. Then the order to retreat was given and 
carried out, without improper haste, until the edge of the timber was 
reached, when the pressure by the enemy was so hard that it became 
necessary to resort to the double-quick. By the time the Fifteenth Mis- 
souri Volunteers and Forty-fourth Illinois Volunteers rejoined the bri- 
ade, orders were given to retreat across the pike toward a piece of cedar 
woods, and two companies of the Second Missouri Volunteers were de- 
ployed as skirmishers to retard the rapid advance of the enemy. 

The whole brigade, with the exception of the First Battalion of the 
Seventy-third Illinois Volunteers, under temporary command of Cap- 
tain Bergan, and being a short distance from the main body, arrived 
safely at the woods above mentioned, at the edge of which the Second 
Missouri Volunteers, behind natural and very favorable fortifications of 
huge and deeply cut rocks, opened a brisk fire on the en(imy, which kept 
him at bay for a considerable length of time. The First Battalion of 
the Seventy-third Illinois Volunteers was at the same time attacked by 
the enemy, but repulsed them. When in the attempt to join the bri- 
gade, the battalion was, by the advance of General Eousseau, separated, 
but, keeping up a constant firing, crossed the pike and took a position in 
the cedar grove. Here Captain Bergan, commanding the battalion, 
withstood three different charges of a whole rebel cavalry brigade, and 
was shortly afterward enabled to join his brigade. By this time the 
ammunition of the Second Missouri Volunteers had given out, as well 
as that of the rest of the brigade, and they were ordered into the thicket 
of the cedar grove. 

After the lapse of one hour, the brigade was enabled to receive am- 
munition, and had a new position assigned to them on the Chattanooga 
Eailroad. Colonel Schaefer ordered the Fifteenth Missouri Volunteers 
to deploy in a corn-field, while the balance of the brigade held the rail- * 
road and kept up such a galling and well-aimed fire that the enemy, 
though of a strength to which our force was hardly comparable, and 
fighting with the utmost desperation, was again and again repulsed. 
The Fifteenth Missouri Volunteers, bemg in danger of being outflanked, 
retreated toward the position of the brigade, and it was at that moment, 
when about giving orders to said regiment, that the true soldier and 
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brave man, my lamented predecessor, Ool. Frederick Schaefer, fell. By 
order of General Shmdan, I assumed forthwith the command of the 
brigade, the Thirty-sixth. Illinois Volunteers, commanded by Captain 
Olson, haying been attached to it ; and, after taking up another favor- 
able position on the line of the railroad, I was enabled to hold the enemy 
in check, in spite of his desperate endeavors, until night broke in and 
the bloody drama of that day was ended. 

On January 1, 1863, at 2 a. m., my brigade was ordered to take a 
position in front of an open field edged by heavy timber, and I had, as 
soon as daylight permitted, heavy breastworks erected along the whole 
front I was to protect; and, keeping a vigilant lookout, I held that 
position until January 6, when I was ordered to advance to the present 
camp. 

The officers and men of the brigade all behaved as would naturally 
be expected of veteran soldiers who have heretofore earned the highest 
praise for their bravery and gallantry, and to enumerate single ones 
would hardly be injustice to the balance. 

Among those who laid down their lives for our holy cause, I particu- 
larly lament Captain Zimmerman and Lieutenants Kellner and Quint- 
zius, of the Fifteenth Missouri Volunteers; Captain Alsop, of the 
Seventy -third Illinois Volunteers ; Captain Hosmer, of the Forty-fourth 
Illinois Volunteers: Lieutenant Taliaferro, of the First Missouri Artil- 
lery. May their relatives find a consolation, as their comrades do, in 
the thought that the death on the battle-field for the righteous cause 
wins immortal laurels for the slain. 

I cannot omit to mention Captain Hescock^s battery, which, on De- 
cember 31, as oftentimes before, did splendid execution. The skill and 
bravery of its officers is almost proverbial, and need not be further com- 
mented on by me than to express my hearties^ gratification that they 
stood by me, as formerly, with a right good will and telling courage. 

Inclosed I have the honor to transmit a list of the casualties in my 
brigade.* 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

B. LAIBOLDT, 

IdeutenanP Colonel Second Missouri Volunteer Infantry^ 
Commanding Second Brigade, Third Division, Eight Wing, 

First Lieut. GEonaE Lee, 

Acting Assistant AdjutanPOeneral, Third Division, 


Iso, 60. 

Eej)ort of Maj, Francis Fhrler, Second Missouri Infantry, 

Camp Bradley, at Stone’s Eiver, 

South of Murfreesborough^ Tenn,, January 10, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to hereby most respectfully transmit to you a 
report, inasmuch as the Second Infantry Eegiment of Missouri Volun- 
teers was concerned in the battle in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., 
on the 31st ultimo. 

We received marching orders on the 24th of December, when in camp 
near Mill Creek, 7 miles south of Kashville. All the wagons, with tents 
and other baggage, should, as soon as the troops commenced to move, 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 209. 
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1)0 brouglit back inside of the fortifications of ISTashville. This order 
was rescinded, when we were ready to march, so far as to remain in 
camp, to wait until further orders, and not to pitch any tents. 

On the 25th of December, early in the morning, the regiment had to 
go on picket, and on the same evening our outposts rei)ulsed an attack 
made by the enemy. 

At 2 o’clock on the morning of the 26th, we received orders to fall in 
with our brigade as soon as it should reach the picket line, and to march 
toward Kolensville. The whole army did move at daylight, and drove 
in the enemy’s pickets from Mill Creek toward Kolensville, where a con- 
siderable force of the enemy made a stand, but his j)Osition was taken 
in the afternoon by Davis’ excellent division. 

On the 29th, at nightfall, we arrived about 6 miles below Murfrees- 
borough. Our cavalry met the enemy, he being in heavy force. 

On the 30th day of December the Second Missouri Volunteers was in 
reserve, and the whole army moving on to Murfreesborough, a distance of 
about 3 miles. Fast fighting in front, especially on the right wing. The 
Second Brigade, Third Division, of which we are a part, had to support 
Captain Hescoek’s battery (G), First Missouri Artillery, drawn up in line 
of battle on the right of the Nolensville and Murfreesborough turnpike. 
At nightfall we received an order to advance into an open wood, in a 
right-oblique direction, for bivouac. 

On the morning of the 31st December the Second Missouri Volunteers 
had to proceed again (at early daybreak) for support to Captain Hes- 
cock’s battery. About 8 a. m, the enemy advanced upon the extreme 
right wing of our army (Davis’ and Johnson’s divisions) with a number- 
less force, and, overpowered, our troops turned about, and the whole 
extreme right wing created a very critical confusion. By this time the 
First Battalion of the Second Missouri Volunteer Infantry, under com- 
mand of Major Ehrler, was deployed as skirmishers in front of a field, 
the enemy advancing upon our line with heavy force from the woods 
opposite. The Second Battalion deployed, and every man of the Second 
Missouri Volunteer Infantry was engaged. Several times the rebels 
were repulsed by our energetic fire, but finally came up so thick that 
the order was given to fall slowly back to the woods, which movement 
was executed, coolly and promptly, under a heavy flank fire of a rebel 
battery, the rebels following up, and the two right skirmish companies 
(H and B) of the Second Missouri Volunteers were cut off and scattered. 
The remainder of the regiment marched down to the pike, and at the 
same time advancing toward Murfreesborough, we were ordered to 
make a stand on the left of the pike, in an oblique line, on a rather rocky 
ground, which offered excellent natural breastworks for all our fighting 
men. They received the advancing rebels with a steady and murder- 
ous fire, accompanied by the batteries from the hill in the rear of our line. 
Here we remained, and kept the enemy in check until we were out of 
ammunition, when another regiment relieved us, and we retired to the 
cedar woods in our rear. For nearly two painful hours we remained iu 
this dreadful position ; then we were marched out into the open air 
across the other pike, to provide our men with ammunition. After a 
short rest, we received orders to proceed forward, and to take position 
behind the embankment of the Chattanooga Eailroad, from where we 
poured a very effective and steady fire upon the desperate enemy. 

In this position our worthy and gallant Col. Frederick Schaefer was 
killed in the execution of his duties as our brigade commander. He fell, 
a hero, and his fellow officers and his brave soldiers mourn about this 
heavy loss for the country as well as for ourselves, 
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For the second time we were out of ammunition, and Lieut. Col. B. 
Laiboldt, of the Second Missouri Volunteers, now in command of the 
Second Brigade, Third Division, ordered the Second Missouri Volun- 
teers to fall back into a reserve and get ammunition. One of the rebel 
batteries on the railroad playing^ on ours, did do some damage to our 
very defective ranks, killing 2 and wounding several. At nightfall we 
were withdrawn to the provision train, and on the morning of New 
Year’s day we had to take our position on the new-formed line, which 
we strengthened by a ravelin made out of fence rails and rocks. Since 
that our skirmishers in front only were engaged with the enemy’s out- 
posts. The houses in front of our line have been burned, by order of 
the general commanding, and the enemy’s sharpshooters lost every hold. 

A special denomination of gallant conduct we do not make. All the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates have done their full 
duty, and the Second Infantry Eegiment of Missouri Volunteers have 
preserved and strengthened the good reputation which it already had. 

I have the honor to sign, 

By order of Major Ehrler, commanding Second Missouri Volunteer 
Infantry : 

CHAELES FtJELLE, 

Fiy'St Lieutenant and Adjutant. 

His Excellency Hamilton E. GAmLE, 

Governor of the State of Missouri. 


No. Gl. 

Eeport of Col. Luther P. Bradley^ Fifty first Illinois Infantry^ eonmand- 

ing Third Brigade. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, Third Division, 

Eight Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, 

January 8 , 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report, for the information of the general 
commanding, the part taken by the Third Brigade in the operations be- 
fore Murfreesborpugh, ending January 4. 

On the morning of December 30, 1862, the brigade, under command 
of Col. Gr. W. Eoberts, advanced on the Winchester pike, having the 
right of the column. About 9 o’clock we came on the enemy’s skirmish- 
ers, engaged with a regiment of General Negley’s division. The Twen- 
ty-second Illinois was thrown out on the left, and the Forty-second on 
the right of the pike as skirmishers, and soon forced the enemy back. 

Houghtaling’s battery was sent to the high ground, just in the edge 
of heavy timber on the right, and the Twenty-seventh and Fifty-first 
Illinois formed in line of battle to the rear of the reserves of the Twenty- 
second and Forty-second, and on the left of the battery. We had active 
work with the enemy’s skirmishers all day, the battery occasionally 
shelling them, but they were generally out of range. At noon the Fifty- 
first Illinois relieved the Forty-second Illinois, and occupied the right of 
the brigade line of skirmishers for the balance of the day. About dark 
the skirmishers were withdrawn, and the brigade bivouacked on the 
field. The losses for the day were 7 killed and 35 wounded. 

On the morning of the 31st, the brigade was under arms at daylight, 
and soon after formed line of battle. The enemy’s columns opened out 
24 r r— VOL sx, PT i 
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from tlie opposite woods, and Colonel Boberts ordered a skirmishing 
force to advance and feel the timber on our left. Companies A and B, 
Twenty-seventh Illinois, were thrown out under Major Bchmitt, the bal- 
ance of the regiment being held in reserve, its left resting on the pike. 

About 8.30 a. m. Colonel Boberts ordered the Twenty-second, Forty- 
second, and Fifty-first to charge the enemy’s columns, and gallantly led 
them in person. The Forty-second and Fifty-first charged in line, with 
the Twenty-second in rear of the Forty-second, at battalion distance. 
These regiments went forward at the double-quick, and cleared the wood 
in front of our lines, the enemy giving way before we reached him. The 
line was halted, and opened fire in the timber. After some ten minutes, 
the line on our right giving way, we were ordered to retire to the lane 
leading at nearly right angles with the pike, and take a new position. 

Yery soon the whole brigade was moved to the left and rear, and 
formed in the cedar woods on the pike, east of the hospital. Hough- 
taling’s battery was posted so as to sweep the open ground and timber 
the brigade had lately occupied. The Forty-second and Twenty-second 
were thrown to the left and rear of the battery, and the Twenty-seventh 
and Fifty -first formed on the pike, fronting south. The whole command 
was soon hotly engaged with the enemy, advancing on the east and 
south. The Twenty-seventh changed front to rear on first company, 
and the Fifty-first moved by the right flank, so as to form an angle with 
the Twenty-seventh Illinois. Company K, Fifty-first Illinois, under 
Lieutenant Moody, was thrown out in advance of the battery to the east, 
to skirmish the woods*, and remained there until driven in. Houghtal- 
ing’s battery was worked with great spirit and vigor during the whole . 
action ; it, as well as the regiments of the brigade, was exposed to a 
cross-fire from rebel batteries situated at the brick-kiln, and at the point 
occupied by Houghtaling on the 30th, as well as a heavy fire of small- 
arms. 

There the brigade met its chief loss 5 400 were killed or wounded in 
two hours. Colonels Boberts and Harrington fell about 10.45 o’clock. 
At this time the ammunition of the battery and of the infantry was 
nearly exhausted. Being hard pressed by a superior force, and nearly 
surrounded, it was thought necessary to retire. 

At about 11 o’clock I withdrew the Fifty-first in concert with the 
Twenty-seventh, under Major Schmitt, both regiments moving by the 
right fla;nk in good order. Houghtaling’s battery was left upon the field, 
after firing the last round of ammunition and losing more than half the 
horses 5 being outflanked on both sides, it was impossible to bring it oft* 
in its crippled condition. I was not informed of the fall of Colonels 
Boberts and Harrington until after the Twenty-second and Forty-second 
had moved. These regiments, after suftering a loss of half their numbers, 
retired toward the ijTashville pike, striking it near the grounds held by 
General Palmer’s division, and, being separated from the brigade, re- 
ported to him. ® ’ 


The Twenty-seventh and Fifty-first were the last regiments to leave 
the ground, the regiments of General Begley’s command having already 
retired. As soon as I was informed that the command of the brigade 
deyolvedon me, I sent Captain Bose, of Colonel Eoberts’ staff, to report 
the^Se orders, and fell back through the timber toward 

Not being able to find General Sheridan, I reported to General Davis, 
who ordered me to re enforce Colonel Barker’s brigade, then engaged 
with the enemy, who was endeavoring to turn our extreme right and 
get possession of the road. I took the Twenty-seventh and Fifty-first 
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in line of battle, just as our troops were falling back in some disorder, 
and, after delivering a volley or two, charged a rebel brigade of five regi- 
ments, routing them completely and taking some 200 prisoners. This 
was the final effort on the right. About 1 p. m. we stacked arms and 
supplied the men with ammunition, the Twenty-second and Forty* second 
joining soon after. 

On the morning of January 1 we stood to arms at 3 o’clock, expecting 
an attack, and after daylight built a breastwork in front of the brigade 
line. Ill the afternoon a brigade of the enemy issued from the timber 
opposite our position and advanced on our line. As soon as they were 
in range, I opened with small-arms and shell, driving them back in dis- 
order. 

Observing that a. part of them had skulked in the rocks, I sent out a 
strong line of skirmishers, under Lieutenant Hanback, of the Twenty- 
seventh Illinois, and captured 2 lieutenants and 117 men, mostly of the 
Third Confederate. The brigade occupied the same position on the 2d, 
3d, and 4th of January, skirmishing more or less with the enemy every 
day. 

The entire loss of the brigade is 3 commissioned officers killed, 12 
wounded ; 58 enlisted men killed, 328 wounded ; 161 missing ; making 
a total of 562.* This loss occurred on the 30th and 31st. I think there 
is a considerable number of wounded men in the hands of the enemy, 
who are now reckoned among the missing; but having no positive 
knowledge of their condition, we account for them in that way. 

I cannot forbear to express the sorrow felt by the whole command at 
the loss of its senior officers, Colonels Eoberts and Harrington. They 
had served with the brigade since last April, and had each been in 
command of it for a considerable time. Long service had made the 
command familiar with them, and inspired them with confidence in 
their judgment and skill. They fell in exactly the line of their duty, 
and each met a soldier’s death, bravely. 

L. P. BEADLEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 

Lieut. George Lee, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third, Division. 


1^0. 62. 

Ee;portsof Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, TI. 8. Army, commanding Center 

Hbqrs. (Center) Fourteenth Army Corps, 

Department op the Cumberland, 
Murfreeshorongh, Tenn., January 15, 1863. 
Major : I have the honor to submit to the major-general command 
ing the Department of the Cumberland the following report of the oper 
ations of that part of my command which was engaged in the battle o 
Stone’s Eiver, in front of Murfreesborough : 

It is proper to state here that two brigades of Fry’s division and Eey 
Holds’ entire division were detained near Gallatin and along the Louis 
ville and Kashville Eailroad, to watch the movements of the rebe 
leader Morgan, who ha d been, for along time, on the watch for an op 

^ But see revised statemeit, p,* 209. 
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portunity to destroy the railroad. Eousseau’s, Negley’s, and Mitchell’s 
divisions, and Walker’s brigade, of Fry’s division, were concentrated at 
Nashville, but Mitchell’s division being required to garrison Nashville, 
my only available force was Eousseau’s and Negley’s divisions, and 
Walker’s brigade, of Fry’s division, about 13,395 effective men. 

December 26, Negley’s division, followed by Eousseau’s division and 
Walker’s brigade, marched by the Franklin pike to Brentwood, at that 
point taking the Wilson pike. Negley and Eoiisseau were to have en- 
camped for the night at Owen’s store. 

On reaching the latter place, Negley, hearing heavy firing in the direc- 
tion of Nolensvilie, left his train with a guard, to follow, and pushed 
forward with his troops to the support of Brig. Gen. J. C. Davis, com- 
manding the advanced division of McCook’s corps, Davis having become 
hotly engaged with the enemy posted in Nolensvilie, and in the pass 
through the hills south of that village. Eousseau encamped with his 
division at Owen’s store; Walker with his brigade at Brentwood. 

During the night a very heavy rain fell, making the cross-roads al- 
most impassable, and it was not until night of the 27th that Eousseau 
reached Nolensvilie with his troops and train. Negley remained at 
Nolensvilie until 10 a. m. on the 27th, when, having brought his train 
across from Wilson’s pike, he moved to the east, over an exceedingly 
rough by-road, to the right of Crittenden, at Stewartsborough, on the 
Murfreesborough pike. Walker, by my orders, retraced his steps from 
Brentwood, and crossed over to the Nolensvilie pike. 

December 28, Negley remained in camp at Stewartsborough, bringing 
his train from the rear. Eousseau reached Stewartsborough on the 
night of the 2Sth. His train arrived early next day. 

December 29, Negley’s division crossed Stewart’s Creek, 2 miles south- 
west and above the turnpike bridge, and marched in support of the head 
and right flank of Crittenden’s corps, which moved by the Murfrees- 
borongh pike to a point within 2 miles of Murfreesborough. The enemy 
fell back before our advance, contesting the ground obstinately with 
their cavalry rear guard. Eousseau remained in camp at Stewartsbor- 
ough, detaching Starkweather’s brigade, with a section of artillery, to 
the Jefferson pike crossing of Stone’s Eiver, to observe the movements 
of the enemy in that direction. Walker reached Stewartsborough from 
the Nolensvilie pike about dark. 

December 30, a cavalry force of the enemy, something over 400 strong, 
with two pieces of artillery, attacked Starkweather about 9 a. m., but 
was soon driven off. The enemy opened a brisk tire on Crittenden’s 
advance, doing but little execution, however, about 7 a. m. 

During the morning Negley’s division was obliqued to the right, and 
took up a position on the right of Palmer’s division, of Crittenden’s 
corps, and was then advanced through a dense cedar thicket, several 
hundred yards in width, to the Wilkinson Oross-Eoads, driving the 
enemy’s skirmishers steadily and with considerable loss. Our loss 
comparatively small. 

. noon Sheridan’s di vision j of McCook’s corps, approached by 

joined Negley’s right, McCook’s two other 
divisions^ (^ming up on Sheridan’s right, thus forming a continuous 
line, the left resting on Stone’s Eiver, the right stretching in a westerly 
on high, wooded ground, a short distance to the 
south 01 the Wilkinson Cross-Eoads, and, as has since been ascertained, 
nearly parallel with the enemy’s intrenchments thrown up on the slop- 
mg land bordering the northw'est bank of Stone’s Eiver. Eousseau’s 
division (with the exception of Starkweather’s brigade), being ordered 
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up from Stewartsborougli, reached the position occupied by the army 
about 4 p. m,j and bivouacked on the Murfreesborough pike in rear of 
the center. 

During the night of the 30th I sent orders to Walker to take up a 
strong position near the turnpike bridge over Stewart’s Creek, and de- 
fend the position against any attempts of the enemy’s cavalry to destroy 
it. Eousseau was ordered to move by 6 a. m. on the 31st to a position 
in rear of Kegley. This position placed his division with its left on the 
Murfreesborough pike, and its right extending into the cedar thicket 
through which Negley had marched on the 30th. In front of Negley’s 
position, bordering a large open Seld, reaching to the Murfreesborough 
pike, a heavy growth of timber extended in a southerly direction toward 
the river. Across the field, running in an easterly direction, the enemy 
had thrown up rifie pits at intervals, from the timber to the river bank, 
to the east side of the turniJike. Along this line of intrenchments, on 
an eminence about 800 yards from Eegley’s position, and nearly in front 
of his left, some cannon had been placed, affording the enemy great ad- 
vantage in covering an attack on our center. However, Palmer, Keg- 
ley, and Sheridan held the position their troops had so manfully won 
the morning of the 30th against every attempt to drive tliem back, and 
remained in line of battle during the night. 

December 31, between 6 and 7 a. m., the enemy, having massed a heavy 
force on McCook’s right during the night of the 30th, attacked and drove 
it back, pushing his division in pursuit en Mielon^ and in supporting dis- 
tance, until he had gained sufficient gTOund to our rear to wheel his 
masses to the right and throw them upon the right flank of the center, 
at the same moment attacking Kegley and Palmer in front with a greatly 
superior force. To counteract this movement, I had ordered Eousseau 
to place two brigades, with a battery, to the right and rear of Sheridan’s 
division, facing toward the west, so as to support Sheridan, should he 
be able to hold his ground, or to cover him, should he be compelled to 


fall back. , , . 

About 11 o’clock General Sheridan reported to me that his ammuni- 
tion was entirely out, and he would be compelled to fall back to get more. 
As it became necessary for General Sheridan to fall back, the enemy 
pressed on still farther to our rear, and soon took up a position whicti 
gave them a concentrated cross-fire of musketry and cannon on Kegley’s 
and Eousseau’s troops at short range. This compelled me to fall bacls 
out of the cedar woods, and take up a line along a depression in th( 
open ground, within good musket-range of the edge of the woods, whiu 
the artillery was retired to the high ground to the right of the turnpike 
From this last position we were enabled to drive back the enemy, covei 
the formation of our troops, and secure the center on the high ground 
In the execution of this last movement, the regular brigade, undei 
Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd, Eighteenth U. S. Infantry came under { 



tiler’s and Loomis’ batteries, gallantly held its ground against over 
■whelming odds. The center having succeeded in driving back the enem: 
from its front, and our artillery concentrating its Are on the cedar thicke 
on our right, drove him back far under cover, from -which, though re 
peatedly attempting it, he could not make any advance. 

^ January 1, 1863, repeated attempts were made by the enemy to ad 
vance on my position during the morning, hut ttey were •J^^en bacl 
before emerging from the woods. Colonel Starkweathers brigade o 
and Walker’s Imgade of iTj’a divisloa hanag re 
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enforced us during the night, took post on the right of Eousseau and 
left of Sheridan, and bore their share in repelling the attempts of the 
enemy on the morning of the 1st instant. 

For the details of the most valuable service rendered by these two 
brigades on December 30 and 31, 1862, and January 1, 2, and 3, 1863, 
I refer you to their reports. In this connection I also refer you to the 
report of Lieutenant-Oolonel Parkhurst, commanding Ninth Michigan 
Infantry (on provost duty at my headquarters), for the details of most 
valuable services rendered by his command on December 31 and January 
1 and 2. Negley’s division was ordered early in the day to the support 
of McCook’s right, and in which position it remained during the night. 

January 2, about 7 a. m., the enemy opened a direct and cross fire frorii 
his batteries in our front, and from a position on the east bank of Stone’s 
Eiver to our left and front, at the same time making a strong demonstra- 
tion with infantry, resulting, however, in no serious attack. Our artil- 
lery (Loomis’, Guenther’s, Stokes’, and another battery, the commander’s 
name I cannot now recall) soon drove back their infantry. Negley was 
withdrawn from the extreme right and placed in reserve behind Oritten 
den’s right. 


About 4 p. m. a division of Crittenden’s corps, which had crossed 
Stone’s Eiver to reconnoiter, was attacked by an overwhelming force of 
the enemy, and, after a gallant resistance, compelled to fall back. The 
movements of the enemy having been observed and reported by some 
of my troops in the center, I sent orders to Negley to advance to the 
support of Crittenden’s troops, should they want help. This order was 
obeyed in most gallant style, and resulted in the complete annihilation 
of the Twenty-sixth Tennessee (rebel) Eegiment and the capture of their 
flag ; also in the capture of a battery, which the enemy had been forced 
to abandon at the point of the bayonet. (See Negley’s report.) 

January 3, soon after daylight, the Forty-second Indiana, on picket in 
a clump of woods about 800 yards in front of our lines, wus attacked by 
a brigade of the enemy, evidently by superior numbers, and driven in 
with considerable loss. Lieutenant-Oolonel Shanklin, commanding the 
regiment, was surrounded and taken prisoner while gallantly endeavor- 
ing to draw off his men from under the fire of such superior numbers. 
From this woods the enemy’s sharpshooters continued to fire occasion- 
ally during the day on our pickets. 

About 6 p. m. two regiments from Col. John Beatty’s brigade, Eous- 
seau’s division, co-operating with two regiments of Spears’ brigade, of 
Negley’s division, covered by the skillful and well-directed fire of Guen- 
ther’s Fifth IT. S. Artillery and Loomis’ First Michigan Batteries, ad- 
vanced on the woods and drove the enemy not only from their cover 
but from their intrenchments, a short distance beyond. ’ 

J^r the details of this gallant night attack I refer you to the reports 
of Bngadier-General Spears, commanding Third Brigade of Negley’s 
division, and Col. John Beatty, commanding Second Brigade of Eous- 
seau s division. The enemy having retreated during the night of the 
3d, our troops were occupied during the morning of the 4th in burying 
the dead left on the field. In the afternoon one brigade of Negley’s 
division was advanced to the crossing of Stone’s Eiver, with a brigade 
01 Eousseau s division in supporting distance, in reserve. 

January 5, my entire command, preceded by Stanley’s cavalry, 
marched into Murfreesborough and took up the position which we now 
hold. The enemy’s rear guard of cavalry was overtaken on the Shelbv- 
vdle and Manchester roads, about 6 miles from Murfreesborough, anl 
after sharp sfarmishing for two or three hours, was driven from our im- 
mediate front. 
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The coiidact of my command from the time the army left iN'ashville to 
its entry into Murfreesborough is deserving of the highest praise, both 
for their patient endurance of the fatigues and discomforts of a five days’ 
battle, and for the manly spirit exhibited by them in the vaidous phases 
in this memorable contest. I refer you to the detailed reports of the 
division and brigade commanders, forwarded herewith, for special men- 
tion of those officers and men of their commands whose conduct they 
thought worthy of particular notice. 

All the members of my staff, Maj. G. E. Flynt, assistant adjutant- 
general; Lieut. Col. A. Yon Schrader, Seven ty-fourth Ohio, acting in- 
spector-general ; Capt. O. A. Mack, Thirteenth U. S. Infantry, acting 
chief commissary, and Capt. A. J, Mackay, chief quartermaster, were 
actively employed in carrying my orders to various parts of my command 
and in the execution of the appropriate duties of their office. Capt. 
O. A. Mack was dangerously wounded in the right hip and abdomen 
while conveying orders from me to Major-General Eousseau. 

The officers of the signal corps attached to my headquarters did ex- 
cellent service in their appropriate sphere, when possible, and as aides- 
de-camp, carrying orders. My escort, composed of a select detail from 
the First Ohio Cavalry, commanded by First Lieut. J. D. Barker, of the 
same regiment, who have been on duty with me for nearly a year, de- 
serve commendation for the faithful performance of their appropriate 
duties. Private Guiteau was killed by a cannon-shot on the morning 
of January 2. Surg. G. D‘ Beebe, medical director, deserves special 
mention for his efficient arrangements for moving the wounded from the 
field and giving them immediate attention. 

Annexed hereto is a consolidated return of the casualties of my comj 
mand. The details will be seen in the accompanying reports of division 
and brigade commanders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding* 

Maj. C. Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutant- General a7id Chief of Staff. 


Consolidated report of casualties of the Center^ Fourteenth Army Corps^ in the five days^ 
'battle before Murfreesborough, Tenn., commencing December 31, 1862, and ending January 
4, 1863.* 
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* But see revised statement, pp. 209-211. 
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HeADQUAETEES FODETEEfTTH AEMY OOEPS, 

Murfreesboroiigh, Tenn.^ May 16, 1863. 

Colonel: My attention liaving been called by Major-General Rous- 
seau to the fact that Col. B. F. Scribner^s brigade had not been men- 
tioned by the major-general commanding the department, for the part 
it took in the battle of Stone’s River, I- cheerfully submit the following 
statement, premising that in my official report of the battle of Stone’s 
River it was my earnest endeavor to do equal justice to the commands 
of Colonels Beatty, Scribner, and Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd, as well 
as to all the other troops under my command, and thought the best way 
of so doing, without extending my report to too great a length, was to 
give a succinct narrative of the events of the battle, and then refer to 
the reports of the subordinate commanders for more detailed informa- 
tion. This I did, with the more confidence in the justice of that course, 
from the fact that, after a careful reading of the different reports, I per- 
ceived no discrepiiucy in the accounts given in these reports of the events 
of the battle in which different i>ortions of my command acted together. 
In my official report is the. following : 

As it became necessary for General Sheridan to fall back, the enemy pressed on still 
farther to our rear, and soon took up a position which gave them a concentrated cross- 
fire of musketry and cannon on Generals Negley’s and Rousseau ^s troops at short range. 
This compelled me to faU back through the cedar woods and take up a line along a de- 
pression in the open ground, within good musket-range of the edge of the woods, while 
the artillery was retired to the high ground on the-right of the turnpike. From this 
last position we were enabled to drive back the enemy, cover the formation of our 
troops, and secure the center on the high ground. In the execution of this last move- 
ment, the regular brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd, Eighteenth U. S. In- 
fantry, came under a most murderous fire, losing 22 officers and 5U8 men in killed and 
wounded, but, with the co-operation of Scribner’s and Beatty’s brigades and Guen- 
ther’s and Loomis’ batteries, gallantly held its ground against overwhelming odds— 

thus connecting these three gallant brigades together in the honorable 
and distinguished work of covering the formation of the troops on the 
elevated ground in their rear, when the enemy was straining every nerve 
to gain possession of the same point. 

I now quote Colonel Scribner’s report of the part taken by his brigade 
at this period of the battle : ^ 

Colonel Scribner’s brigade was at this time to the right of the regu- 
lar brigade, imd advanced into the cedars. 

It gives me much pleasure to he able to testify, further, that the effi- 
ciency of this brigade, so long commanded by Colonel Scribner, is second 
to none in this army. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major-General, U.S, Volunteers, Commanding, 

Lieut. Col. 0. Goddaed, 

Assistaiit Adjutant-General, Hdgrs, Dept of the Cumberland, 

[Inaorsement.] 

Hdqes. Dept. Oxjmbeeland, May 18 , 1803 . 

I forward with pleasure General Thomas’ special notice of the part 
taken by Colonel Scribner in the battle of Stone’s River. It supplies 
an omission in the report of General Rousseau, which was the reason 
why a notice of it did not appear in my report. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 

Major-General, 

* See report No. C5, paragraphs 4-7, both inclusive. 
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Heahqtjaetees Foueteenth Aemy Ooeps, 

Depaetment of the Oumbeeland, 

Murfreesboroiigli. February 9, 1863. 

Col. 0. Godbaed, Chief of Staff : 

The last semi- weekly return of effective force before the battle oi 
Stone’s Eiver, dated December 24, shows as follows, to wit: 

Eousseau’s division 303 -f 5, 883 = 6, 18( 

Negley ’s division 21:2 4- 5, 284 = 5, '49( 


11,685 

General Kegley’s report of the actual force engaged shows a defi 
ciency of 664. This deficiency is in cavalry, which had been assignee 
to General Stanley between the 24th and 31st of December. I shal 
certainly hold my officers responsible for all reports differing from th( 
above. The supposition was that the whole effective force was engaged 
Please send me the reports showing the discrepancy. 

Very respectfully, 

•GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major- General^ Z7. 8. Yohinteers. Commanding. 


1^0. 63. 

Report of Maj. Gen. Lovell JS. Rousseau^ TJ. 8. Army^ commanding Firs 

]>ivision. 

Nashville, Tenn., January 11, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to report the part taken by my command, tin 
Third Division of the army, in the battle of Murfreesborough, begun oi 
the 31st ultimo and ended on the 3d instant. 

Early on the morning of the 30th ultimo, in obedience to the order o 
General Thomas, my division moved forward toward Murfrees boron gl 
from Stewartsborough, on the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike 
about 9 miles from the latter place. On the march forward, several dis 
patches from General Eosecrans reached me, asking exactly where m; 
command was and the hour and minute of the day. In consequence 
we moved rapidly forward, halting but once, and that for only fiv 
minutes. About i0.30 a. m. we reached a point 3 miles from Murfrees 
borough, where Generals Eosecrans and Thomas were, on the NashviH 
and Murfreesborough turnpike, and remained during the day and bi\ 
ouacked at night. 

At about 9 a. m. on the 31st, the report of artillery and heavy firm, 
of small-arms on our right announced that the battle had begun, by a 
attack on the right wing, commanded by Major-Gtmeral McCook. 1 
was not long before the direction from which the firing came indicate 
that General McCook’s command had given way and was yieldin 
ground to the enemy. His forces seemed to swing around toward on 
right and rear. At this time General Thomas ordered me to advanc 
mv division quickly to the front, to the assistance of General McCool 

On reaching the right of General Negley’s line of battle, Genen 
Thomas there directed me to let my left rest on his right, and deplo 
tny division off toward the right as far as I could, so as to resist tl 
pressure on General McCook. We consulted and agreed as to whei 
the line should be formed. This was in a dense cedar brake, throng 
which my troops marched in double-quick time, to get into positic 
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before the enemy readied us. He was then but a few hundred yards to 
the front, sweeping up in immense numbers, driving everything before 
him. This ground was new and unknown to us all. The woods were 
almost impassable to infantry, and artillery was perfectly useless, but 
the line was promptly formed ; the Seventeenth Brigade, Col. J ohn Beatty 
commanding, on the left ; the brigade of regulars, Lieut. Col. O. L. 
Shepherd commanding, on the right 5 the l^inth Brigade, Col. B. F. 
Scribner commanding, was placed perhaps 100 yards in rear and op- 
posite the center of the front line, so as to support either or both of 
the brigades in front, as occasion might req^uire. My recollection is that, 
perhaps, the Second Ohio and Thirty-third Ohio Eegiments filled a gap 
between General Negley’s right and the Seventeenth Brigade, occa- 
sioned by the effort to extend our lines far enough to the right to afford 
the desired aid to General McCook. 

The Twenty-eighth Brigade, Col. John C. Starkweather commanding, 
and Stone’s battery of First Kentucky Artillery were at Jefferson Cross- 
ing, on Stone’s Eiver, about 8 miles below. 

Our lines were hardly formed before a dropping fire of the enemy 
announced his approacL General McCook’s troops, in a good deal of 
confusion, retired through our lines and around our right under a most 
terrific fire. The enemy, in pursuit, furiously assailed our front, and, 
greatly outflanking us, passed around to our right and rear. By Gen- 
eral Thomas’ direction, I had already ordered the artillery (Loomis’ and 
Guenther’s batteries) to the open field in the rear. Seeing that my com- 
mand was outflanked on the right, I sent orders to the brigade com- 
manders to retire at once also to this field, and, riding back myself, I 
posted the batteries on a ridge in the open ground, parallel with pur 
line of battle, and as my men emerged from the woods they were ordered 
to take position on the right and left, and in support of these batteries, 
which was promptly done. We had, perhaps, 400 or 500 yards of open 
ground in our front. While the batteries were unlimbering, seeing 
General Van Cleve close by, I rode up "and asked him if he would move 
his command to the right and aid in checking up the enemy, by forming 
on my right, and thus giving us a more extended line in that direction 
in the new position taken. In the promptest manner possible his com- 
mand was put in motion, and in double-quick time reached the desired 
point in good season. As the enemy emerged from the woods in great 
force, shouting and cheering, the batteries of Guenther and Loomis, 
double-shotted with canister, opened upon them. They moved straight 
ahead for a while, but were finally driven back with immense loss. 

In a little while they rallied again, and, as it seemed, with fresh troops, 
and assailed our position, and were again, after a fierce struggle, driven 
back. Four deliberate and fiercely sustained assaults were made upon 
our position and repulsed. 

During the last assault I was informed that our troops were advanc- 
ing on the right, and saw troops, not of iny division, led by General Eose- 
crans, moving in that direction. I informed General Thomas of the fact, 
and asked leave to advance my lines. He directed me to do so. We 
made a charge upon the enemy and drove him into the woods, my staff* 
and orderlies capturing some 17 prisoners, including a captain and lieu- 
tenant, who were within 130 yards of the batteries. This ended the 
fighting of that day, the enemy in immense force hovering in the woods 
during the night, while we slept upon our arms on the field of battle. 
We occupied this position during the three following days and nights 
of the fight. Under General Thomas’ direction, I had it intrenched by 
rifle-pits, and believe the enemy could not have taken it at all. 
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During the day the Twenty-eighth Brigade, Colonel Starkweather, 
was attacked by General Wheelei^s cavalry in force, and some of the 
wagons of his train were burned before they reached him, having started 
that morning from Stewartsborough to join him. The enemy were finally 
repulsed and driven off with loss. Starkweather’s loss was small, as will 
be seen by his report of the action. In this affair the whole brigade be- 
haved handsomely. The burden of the fight fell upon the Twenty-first 
Wisconsin, Lieutenant-Colonel Hobart commanding. This regiment, 
led by its efficient commander, behaved like veterans. 

From the evening of the 31st until the ensuing Saturday night no 
general battle occurred in front of my division, though firing of artillery 
and small-arms was kept up during the day, and much of the time, of 
small-arms, during the night. The rain on the night of the 31st, which 
continued, at intervals, until the Saturday night following, rendered the 
ground occupied by my command exceedingly sloppy and muddy, and 
during much of the time my men had neither shelter, food, nor fire. I 
procured corn, which they parched and ate, and some of them ate horse- 
steaks, cut and broiled, from horses upon the battle-field. Day and 
night, in the cold, wet, and mud, my men suffered severely, but during 
the whole time I did not hear one single man murmur at hardships, but 
all were cheerful and ever ready to stand by their arms and fight. Such 
endurance I never saw before. In this severe trial of their patience and 
their strength they were much encouraged by the constant presence and 
solicitous anxiety of General Thomas for their welfare. 

On the evening of Saturday, 3d instant, I asked permission of General 
Thomas to drive the enemy from the wood on our left front, to which 
lie gave his consent. Just before night I directed the batteries of 
Guenther and Loomis to shell the woods with six rounds per gun, fired 
as rapidly as possible. This was very handsomely done, and ended 
just at dusk, when the Third Ohio Eegiment, Lieut. Ool. O. A. Law- 
son, and the Eighty-eighth Indiana, Col. George Humphrey, both 
under command of the brigade commander, Col. John Beatty, moved 
promptly up the woods. When near the woods they received a heavy 
fire from the enemy, but returned it vigorously, and gallantly pressed 
forward. On reaching the woods a fresh body of the enemy, attracted by 
the fire, moved up on their left to support them. On that body of the 
enemy Loomis’ battery opened with shell. The fusilade was very rapid, 
and continued for, perhaps, three-quarters of an hour, when Beatty’s 
command drove the enemy at the point of the bayonet and held the 
woods. It turned out that the enemy was posted behind a stone breast- 
work in the woods, and, when ousted, about 30 men were taken prisonerg 
behind the works. This ended the battle of Murfreesborough. 

On the morning of the 31st, six companies of the Second Kentuck;^ 
Cavalry, Maj. Thomas P. Nicholas commanding, were ordered down tc 
watch and defend the fords on Stone’s Eiver, to our left and rear. Th€ 
cavalry of the enemy several times, in force, attempted to cross thes^ 
fords, but Nicholas very gallantly repulsed them, with loss, and thej 
did not cross the river. I should have mentioned that on Friday even 
ing, late, I was directed by General Thomas to place a regiment in th( 
woods on our left front as an outpost, and with a view to hold these 
woods, as they were near our lines, and the enemy could greatly annoj 
us if allowed to hold them. Our skirmishers were then just leaving the 
woods. 1 ordered the Forty-second Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Shank 
lin commancling, to take that position, which he did; but early nex 
morning the enemy, in large force, attacked Colonel Shanklin, firs 
furiously shelling the woods, and drove the regiment back to our lines 
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taking Shanklin prisoner. It was this woods that was retaken on Satur- 
day night, as before described. 

The troops of my division behaved admirably. I could not wish them, 
to behave more gallantly. The Niinth and Seventeenth Brigades, under 
the lead of their gallant commanders, Scribner and Beatty, were, as well 
as the Twenty-eighth Brigade, Colonel Starkweather, veterans. They 
were with me at Chaplin Hills, and could not act badly. The Twenty- 
eighth Brigade held a position in our front after the first day’s fighting, 
and did it bravely, doing all that was required of them, like true soldiers. 
The brigade of United States infantry, Lieut. Col. O. L. Shepherd com- 
manding, was on the extreme right. On that body of brave men the shock 
of battle fell heaviest, and its loss was most severe. Over one-third of 
the command fell, killed or wounded; but it stood up to the work and 
bravely breasted the storm, and, though Major King, commanding the 
Fifteenth, and Major Slemmer (“Old Pickens”), commanding the Six- 
teenth, fell, severely wounded, and Major Carpenter, commanding the 
Nineteenth, fell dead in the last charge, together with many other brave 
officers and men, the brigade did not falter for a moment. These three 
battalions were a part of my old (Fourth) brigade at the battle of Shiloh. 

The Eighteenth Infantry, Majors Townsend and Caldwell command- 
ing, were new troops to me, but I am now proud to say we know each 
other. 

If I could, I would promote every officer and several non-commissioned 
officers and privates of this brigade of regulars, for gallantry and good 
service in this terrific battle. I make no distinction between these troops 
and my brave volunteer regiments, for, in my judgment, there never 
were better troops than those regiments, in the world. But the troops 
of the line are soldiers by profession, and, with a view to the future, I 
feel it my duty to say what I have of them. The brigade was admirably 
and gallantly handled by Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd. 

I lost some of the best and bravest officers I had. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Kell, commanding the Second Ohio, was killed. After he fell his 
regiment was efficiently handled by Maj. Anson G. McCook, who ought 
to be made colonel of that regiment, for gallantry on the field. 

Colonel Forman, my brave boy colonel, of the Fifteenth Kentucky, 
also fell; Major Carpenter, of the Nineteenth Infantry, fell in the last 
charge. His loss is irreparable. Many other gallant officers were lost, 
whose names will appear in the list of casualties. 

Of the batteries of Guenther and Loomis I cannot say too much. 
Loomis was chief of artillery for the Third Division, and I am much in- 
debted to him. His battery was commanded by Lieutenant Van Pelt. 
Guenther is but a lieutenant. Both of these men deserve to be promoted, 
and ought to be at once. Without them we could not have held our 
position in the center. 

I fell in with many gallant regiments and officers on the field not of my 
command. I wish I could name all of them here. While falling back 
to the line in the open field, 1 saw Col. Charles Anderson gallantly and 
coolly rallying his men. Colonel Grider, of Kentucky, and ids regiment 
efficiently aided in repulsing the enemy. The Eighteenth Ohio, I think 
it was, though I do not know any of its officers, faced about and charged 
the enemy in my presence, and I went along with it. The Eleventh 
Michigan and its gallant little colonel (I do not know his name certainly, 
but believe it is Stoddart) [Stoughton] behaved well, and the Sixth 
Ohio Infantry, Col. Nick Anderson, joined my command on the right of 
the regular brigade, and stood manfully up to the work. I fell in with 
the Louisville Legion in retreat, Lieutenant-Colonel Berry commanding. 
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-This regiment, though retreating before an overwhelming force, was 
dragging by hand a section of artillery which it had been ordered to 
support. A part of General McOook^s wing of the army (it had fallen 
back with the rest, but through the woods and fields with great diffi- 
culty) bravely brought off the cannon it could no longer defend on the 
field. When I met it, it faced about and formed line of battle, with 
cheers and shouts. 

To Lieutenants McDowell, my assistant adjutant-general, Armstrong, 
Second Kentucky Cavalry, and Millard, Nineteenth U. S. Infantry, in- 
spector-general ; Captain Taylor, Pifteenth Kentucky Infantry, and 
Lieut. Alf. Pirtle, ordnance officer, my regular aides, and to Capt. John 
D. Wickliffe and Lieut. W. G. Jenkins, both of the Second Kentucky 
Cavalry, aides for that battle^ I am much indebted for services on the 
field. 

The wounded were kindly and tenderly cared for by the Third Divis- 
ion medical director, Surgeon Muscroft, and the other surgeons of the 
command. Captain Paul, my division commissary, rendered valuable 
services during the whole time of the battle. The musicians of the divis- 
ion carried the wounded from the field, faithfully and fearlessly. 

Lieutenant McDowell was wounded. My orderlies, Damas, Emery, 
and the rest, went through the whole fight, behaving well 5 Emery was 
wounded. Lieutenant Carpenter, of the First Ohio Infantry, one of my 
aides, was so badly injured by the fall of his horse that I would not per- 
mit him to go on the field. Lieutenant Hartman, of the Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania Infantry, a member of my staffi, was ill with fever and 
unable to leave his bed. 

It should be mentioned that the Eighty-eighth Indiana, Colonel Hum- 
phrey commanding, being placed at one of the fords on Stone’s Eiver, 
where our forces were temporarily driven back, very opportunely rallied 
the stragglers and promptly crossed the river and drove the enemy back. 
In this he was aided by the stragglers, who rallied and fought well. 
The colonel was wounded by a bayonet thrust in the hand in the attack 
of Saturday night on the enemy in the wood in our front. 

I inclose herewith the reports of brigade commanders, which will show 
the list of casualties. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

LOYELL H. EOUSSEAU, 

Major- Generals 

Maj. George E. Flynt, 

Chief of Staff {Center)^ Fourteenth Army Corps, 

D^artment of the Cumberland., 


No. 64. 

B^ort of Lieut, Francis L, Guenther, Battery E, Fifth U, S, Artillery, 

Headquarters Battery H, Fipth Artillery, 

January 10, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the operations 
of the battery under my command in the recent engagements near Mur- 

freesborough, Tenn. : i 

The battery arrived near the battle-field with the brigade of regulars, 
of which it forms a part, on the morning of December 30, 1862. On the 
morning of December 31 it was moved forward with the brigade, and, 
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after a short halt, proceeded through a dense grove of cedars to take a 
position. Finding it impossible to operate mth the battery in so dense 
a wood, I reported to General Eousseau, who, after seeing the impossi- 
bility of taking up a proper position, ordered the battery into action in 
the open field, which it ‘had previously left. The battery was formed 
in time to check the advance of the enemy from the cedars, and was 
then moved to a position on a rise of ground on the opposite side of the 
pike. A heavy column of the enemy advanced from the cedars, but Avas 
finally driven back in disorder by the fire of canister from the battery. 

On the afternoon of the 31st the enemy again moved forward in 
heavy force from a position to our left and front, but were unable to 
advance under the fire of the different batteries which w'as concentrated 
upon them. Though the battery changed positions several times, in 
order to follow up the movements of the troops, its main position was 
on the rise of ground already spoken of, and on which it camped at 
night. 

On the morning of January 1, 1863, the battery was moved some dis- 
tance to the rear, and after several changes of position was ordered back 
with the brigade of regulars toward a point on the Murfreesborough 
pike beyond Stewart’s Creek. After proceeding some miles, the order 
being countermanded, the brigade and battery returned, and about 
nightfall camped in the woods near the old position. 

On the morning of January 2, the battery moved forward and took 
position, remaining in position during the day, and camping on the 
same ground at night. On the 3d, the brigade and battery were moved 
forward and occupied rifle-pits and epaulements which had been con- 
structed for them. At dusk the battery opened fire with shell and spher- 
ical-case shot on the enemy concealed in the wmods, in buildings, and 
behind breastworks, &c., and the attack being followed up by the in- 
fantry, the enemy were driven from the position and the grounds occu- 
pied by our troops, who were subsequently withdrawn. The battery 
remained in position dming the following day, and on the morning of 
January 5 took up the line of march toward Murfreesborough, encamp- 
ing some distance beyond the town in the evening. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd, Eighteenth Infantry, commanding 
brigade, and to Majors Carpenter, Nineteenth Infantry ; fcng, Fifteenth 
Infantry ; Caldwell and Townsend, Eighteenth Infantrs'', and Slemmer, 
Sixteenth Infantry, commanding battalions, and to their officers and 
men, I am indebted for the gallant support affbrded me during the series 
of engagements. My officers. Second Lieuts. Israel Ludlow and J. A. 
Fessenden, deserve honorable mention for their display of coolness, gal- 
lantry, and judgment. 

Sergeants Egan, Eeed, Metcalf, Erode, Bickel, Ervin, and Manbcck 
behaved with consincuous courage, and to the other non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the battery, without exception, I am indebted 
for faithful services. 

I have the honor to append the following list of casualties in my com- 
mand : Wounded : Corpl. Charles Allitzon and Privates Thomas Burns, 
James F. Mohr, Michael McGrath, and Benjamin F. Burgess; total 
wounded, 5; total of horses killed, 10; total of horses wounded, 5; 
rounds of ammunition expended, 658. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. L. GUENTHEE, 

First Lieutenant, Commanding Battery H, Fifth Artillery. 
First Lieut. Eobbet Sutheeland, 

Eighteenth Infantry, A. A, A. 0-., Brigade of Regulars. 
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Bejport of Col. Benjamin F. Scribner, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry, 
commanding First Brigade. 

Headquarters First Brigade, First Division, Center, 

Fear Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 9, 1863. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part borne by 
my command in the engagements before Murfreesborough on Decem- 
ber 31 and three succeeding days : 

At daylight we left our bivouac, and moved about 1 mile to the front, 
and formed the second line of your division, two regiments extending 
into the cedar thicket on the right, and the left extending to the Mur- 
freesborough and Nashville pike. My line was disposed from right to 
left, in the following order: The Tenth Wisconsin Volunteers, Col. A. 
E. Chapin; Ninety-fourth Ohio, Col. J. W. Frizell; Thirty-eighth In- 
diana, Lieut. Col. D. F. GrifiBn ; Thirty-third Ohio, Capt. B. J. Ellis, and 
Second Ohio, Lieut. Col. John Kell. Having just finished loading arms, 

I received your orders to proceed, in double-quick time, to the assistance 
of the right wing, and to follow the Seventeenth Brigade, on the pioneer 
road, into the woods. When the Seventeenth Brigade halted in the 
woods, I was ordered by General Thomas to move to the right, and 
soon after formed my line of battle near the Wilkinson pike, when we 
were opened upon by the enemy’s battery. 

When near this position, the Thirty-third and Second Ohio were, by 
your order, detached and moved back near to the position we first occu- 
pied, to support our batteries stationed there, and nobly did they defend 
them ; for soon after the enemy fiercely charged them, and were hand- 
somely repulsed, the Second Ohio capturing the colors of the Thirtieth 
Arkansas — a victory dearly bought by the loss of the gallant Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Kell, commanding. 

From near the Wilkinson pike I was ordered to move back in great 
haste to near our position on the Nashville pike, which order was faith- 
fully obeyed. My right had just emerged from the woods, when the 
enemy, who had just been repulsed in their efforts to take the batteries 
before mentioned, were seen retreating in disorder in a northwesterly 
direction through a narrow neck of woods, and were opened upon by the 
Ninety-fourth Ohio and the two right companies of the Thirty-eighth 
Indiana. I then threw my skirmishers forward, and advanced about 
600 yards into the woods, where my lines became masked by General 
Negley’s division, which was falling back under a heavy fire from the 
enemy, who appeared to be advancing from a point south of the direc- 
tion taken by their retreating column. I opened my line to permit that 
portion of General Negley’s command who had expended their ammu- 
nition to pass through, which was done in good order, a portion of them 
forming in my rear. . 

Here the Ninety-fourth Ohio was ordered to the pike, leaving me.but 
two regiments, Thirty-eighth Indiana and Tenth Wisconsin, the former 
now on the right. General Negley having halted his regiments some 
25 paces obliquely in front of my line? I wheeled my right under heavy 
fire to connect with him. Here I appeared to be nearly surrounded, a 
heavy column turning my left, to prevent which I ordered the Ten^ 
Wisconsin to change front to the rear on their first <mmpany, thereby 
forming a right angle with the Thirty-eighth Indiana Volunteers. ' This 
position was scarcely taken when the enemy came down on us in^eat 
lory. They appeared to be' massed in several lines, and their heads 
seemed to be in terraces not 25 yards before us. - For twenty minutes 
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these two regiments maintained their ground, completely checking the 
advance of the enemy’s column. Here the Thirty-eighth Indiana lost 
their brave captain, J. E. Fonts, besides nearly one-third their number 
in killed and wounded. 

Lieut. Col. B. F. Griffin and Major Glover both had their horses shot 
under them, and their clothing perforated by balls. The Tenth Wis- 
consin nobly vied with their comrades on the right, and I am convinced 
that both regiments would have suffered extermination rather than have 
yielded their ground without orders. But the order came, and we fell 
back, and formed on the pike fronting the woods, but the enemy did not 
venture to follow us farther than the skirts of the timber. 


Having reformed my brigade, 1 soon after advanced my right to the 
woods from which we had just emerged, deploying skirmishers from the 
Ninety-fourth Ohio through the neck of the timber, with my left resting 
on the pike. Here we remained the rest of the day under the fire of the 
enemy’s sharpshooters, and ever and anon the shot and shell from their 
batteries on our left fell among us. A ball from the former struck Colo- 
nel Frizell on the shoulder, so wounding him that he was borne from the 
field on which he had nobly performed his duty. 

At 4 o’clock on the morning of January 1, you ordered me to take my 
command back to a point on the pike, near the place we occupied before 
the battle, in order that they might build fires, and warm themselves, 
and get something to eat. 

Upon receivkig your caution to protect myself from an attack on the 
left, and from your allusion to a ford in that direction, I ordered Lieut. 
Alexander Martin, assistant inspector-general on my staff, and Lieut. 
M. Allen, topographical engineers, to reconnoiter the position. Upon 
their reporting the feasibility of the crossing, I ordered Lieutenant Mar- 
tin to conduct the Second Ohio, Major McCook, to the position. Soon 
after, firing was heard in this direction, and a stampede occurred among 
the wagons and hospitals. I ordered the Tenth Wisconsin to support 
the Second Ohio, and placed them behind tho embankment of the rail- 
road. These dispositions had scarcely been made when your order came 
for me to huiTy to the front again with my command. Having obeyed 
this order, and after some maneuvering, we were placed in position, the 
Thirty-third Ohio extending across the neck of woods into which my 
right threw out skirmishers the evening before, with a battery on the 
right and left, commanding the fields on either side of the woods. On the 
right of the Thirty-third Ohio came the Ninety-fourth Ohio and Thirty- 
eighth Indiana in the edge of the undergrowth on the crest of the slope 
from the field west of the Nashville pike. On the right of the Thirty- 
mghth Indiana was another battery. The Tenth Wisconsin and Second 
Ohio were held in reserve, in order to re-enforce any part of the line that 
was menaced. This position was maintained without material change 
during the subsequent days of the fight. Our skirmishers were kept out 
during the time, and employed in discovering and dislodging the sharp- 
shooters, who, during the hours of daylight, almost continually annoyed 
m. I cannot too highly praise Captain Ellis, commanding Thirty-third 
Ohio, for the vigilance of himself and men in their exposed position in 
the woods. At times the enemy from the woods below would essay to 
advance, when every man would be at his post, and often the batteries 
would open upon them. While here Captain Ellis had his horse shot 
under him. Breastworks of logs and rocks had been constructed to 
protect the line ; also a few rifle-pits dug. 

o£the 2d, when the enemy so vigorously attacked our 
ieftj the moving of their forces m that direction could be seen from mv 
position, which fact was promptly reported. I caused my skirmishets 
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to advance and take precaution against demonstration upon my i)osi- 
tion. The attempt was made just before dark, the enemy forming in 
the edge of the woods in our front, where Captain Cox’s Tenth Indiana 
Battery, on the right of the Thirty- third Ohio, opened fire upon them, 
driving them back. 

I deem it improper to close this report without commending in high 
terms the manner in which my command bore the hardships of this ter- 
rible conflict. They suffered from cold, rain, fatigue, and hanger with- 
out a murmur. These attributes, when added to their bravery, make 
soldiers of which the country may be proud, I also feel it my duty to 
praise the courage and efficiency of my staff— Lieutenant Fitzwilliam, 
acting assistant adjutant-general and aide-de-camp; Lieutenant Martin, 
inspector, who was wounded above the knee by a shell ; Lieut. George 
H. Hollister, acting assistant commissary of subsistence, missing, after 
displaying great gallantry in his transmission of your orders to me ; 
Lieut. Mundy Allen, topographical engineer— all of whom hav^ndea) ed 
themselves to me by their prompt and intelligent performance of their 
appropriate duties. I would, in an especial manner, mention the name 
of one of my orderlies, Josiah F. Mitchell, Company B, Thirty- third Ohio 
Volunteers, who displayed marked courage and intelligence. 

I went into the fight with 1,646 officers and men, minus two com- 
panies Thirty-third Ohio, under Major Ely, and Tenth Wisconsin, who 
were detached to guard the train. 

My losses are : 

Thirty-eighth Indiana. — Killed: Capt. J. E. Fonts and 14 enlisted 
men. Wounded : Lieuts. T. S. W. Hawkins, M. T. Davis, and 84 enlisted 
men. Missing (wounded), 3. 

Thirty-third Ohio. — Killed, 2; wounded, 19; missing, 4. 

Second Ohio. — Killed: Lieut. Col. John Kell and 0 enlisted men. 
Wounded: Captains Hazlett and Maxwell, Lieutenant Van Horn, and 
29 enlisted men. Missing;, 3. 

Ninety-fourth Ohio. — Killed, 2. Wounded: Colonel Frizell, Captain 
Steel, and 25 enlisted men. Missing, 29. 

Tenth Wisconsin. — Killed, 3. Wounded: Capt. J. W. Boby and 15 
enlisted men. Missing, 6. 

Total killed, 32; wounded, 180; missing, 45.*^ 

Your obedient servant, 

B. F. SCEIBKEE, 

Colonel Thirty-eighth Indiana VoU.^ Gomdg. First Brigade^ 

First Bivisioiiy Department of the Ctmherland. 

Capt. M. 0. Taylor, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- Gene7'al. 


Ko. 66. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Griftn^ Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Thirty-eighth Indiana Volunteers, 

On the Fields in front of Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.^ Jamiary 4, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to, report the following as the part taken by 
my command in the action of December 31, in front of Murfreesborough, 
and subsequent operations in the field since that date : 

At daylight on the morning of December 31, the command, occupying 

* But see revised statement, p. 210. 
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tlie center of your brigade, moved to tlie front, on the Nashville turnpike, 
and about 8 a. m. moved, through a dense cedar forest, toward the right 
wing of the army, which was then hotly engaged by the enemy. Alter 
maneuvering for about an hour, we were ordered to retire, left in front, 
through the same forest, to near the position first occupied, on the right 
of the pike, in the timber. Here the enemy was discovered in strong 
force on our right and rear, charging toward the turnpike. The com- 
mand was, by your order, immediately faced by the rear rank, and 
moved down on the flank of the enemy, who was now retiring before a 
column of our troops moving from the pike. 

In this movement the Ninety-fourth Ohio was on our right and the 
Tenth Wisconsin was on our left. Company H, Captain Poindexter 
commanding, and Company B, First Lieutenant Lenau commanding, 
were deployed forward as skirmishers, moving steadily on the skir- 
mishers of the enemy, capturing 6 of them, who were sent to the rear. 
Continuijig our movements about 600 yards, we met the left of General 
Negley’s command, which was now retiring before a heavy column of 
the enemy, and moved into position to their support. The left of this 
command having passed to the rear through our ranks, their center came 
into position on our right, and some 60 yards to the front. By your 
command the battalion was wheeled to the left, and moved forward 
with our left, now our right, joining their line. Before we were fairly 
in position, the enemy opened a heavy fire, and the troops on our right 
fell back, lea\ ing the left of the battalion, now the right, exposed. I 
then moved the line by the flank, striving to continue the connection. 
The enemy now opening on our line, we at once faced to the front, and 
kept up a continuous fire for the space of twenty minutes, checking the 
enemy’s advance, and holding him in check until your orders to retire 
to the pike were received. This was done in order, forming there on 
the right of the Second Ohio Volunteers, The enemy now appearing 
in force on the front, by your orders we changed front forward on left 
company, and advanced into the corn field in front of the Chicago Board 
of Trade Battery. Lying down in this position, we remained, from 2 p. 
m. until dark, exposed to the fire of the enemy from the woods in front, 
awaiting their expected advance. Night closing the engagement, we 
lay in this position, with pickets advanced, until daylight, when we 
were relieved, and retired to the woods in our rear. 

At 7.30 o’clock the engagement again opened on the front, when, by 
your orders, we moved forward on the double-quick, and were assigned 
to position on the right, to support Guenther’s battery. In this position 
we have remained to present date, exposed to the fire of the enemy’s 
sharpshooters and from their batteries on the front. 

In the engagement of December 31, the command lost, in killed, Oapt 
James E. Fonts and 13 men 5 wounded and missing, supposed to be in 
the enemy’s hospital, 3 men ; wounded and in our hospital. Second Lieut. 
M. T. Davis, Company C ; Second Lieut. Thomas S. W. Hawkins, Com- 
pany I, and 81 men. Total killed, 14 5 wounded 86.=*' For list of names 
of killed and wounded, I respectfully refer you to accompanying report. 

I cannot close without commending, for their coolness and bravery 
on the field, each officer and soldier of my command engaged during the 
five days. Though suffering at times severely from cold, hunger, rain, 
and fatigue, yet not a murmur was heard nor a duty flinched from. To 
Maj. J . B. Glover I am indebted for every support. In command of the 
skirmishers, and during the hottest of the fight, he was ever at his post 
His horse received tw o wounds, himself escaping. My adjutant, George 


But see revised statement, p, 210. 
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H. Devol, was ever on the alert, and rendered much vaJnaoie assistance. 
Of our chaplaiu, Eev. L. E. Carson, too much cannot be said. In his 
attention and devotion to the wounded he was untiring, making this his 
especial duty. We have the satisfaction of knowing that all were eared 
for properly and efficiently. 

In the death of Captain Fonts we lament the loss of a brave officer, a 
true patriot, and a warm Mend. 

Very respectfully, 

D. F. GEIFFHT, 

Lieutenmt-Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-eighth Eegt. Indiana VoU. 

George H. Devol, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., First Bin., Center. 


Eo. 67. 

B^rt of Maj. Anson 0. McCook, Second Ohio Infantry. 

Camp at Murpreesboeoxjgh, Tenn., 

January 7, 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report, briefly, the part taken by the 
Second Eegiment Ohio Volunteers in the action of December 31, 1862, 
and the following days. 

On the morning of the 31st, after being ordered into the woods on our 
right center, with the balance of the brigade, and before being engaged, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kell, then in command of the regiment, was ordered 
by Captain McDowell, assistant adjutant-general on Major-General 
Eousseau’s staff, in person, to leave the- position assigned us in the 
woods, and move to the support of Captain Guenther’s battery (H), 
[Fifth] United States Artillery, then stationed on the left of the main 
Murfreesborough turnpike. He did so without, I believe, reporting to 
you, as the exigency of the case would not admit of it. The regiment was 
formed on the flank of the battery, and, in conjunction with it, success- 
fully repulsed the efforts of a brigade to capture it, killing and wound- 
ing many of the enemy, and capturing about 30 prisoners and a stand 
of colors belonging to the Thirtieth Eegiment Arkansas Volunteer In- 
fantry. At this time you made your appearance from the woods with 
the balance, of the brigade, and from that time until we occupied this 
place we were under your eye. 

Our loss was 11 officers and men killed and 34 officers and men 
wounded; among the former, Lieut. Col. John Kell, commanding the 
regiment, and First Lieut. Eichard S. Chambers, Company F ; among 
the latter, First Lieut. Lafayette Van Horn, Company I, mortally, and 
Captains MaxweE and Hazlett severely. I cannot refrain froni express- 
ing my regret at the loss of Lieutenant-Colonel Kell and Lieutenant 
Chambers, particularly the former. Brave, competent, and energetic, 
he had proven himself on several occasions well qualified for the position 
he held. His death is greatly to be deplored, and his loss will be se- 
verely felt by the regiment. , „ ^ X 

With very few exceptions, the regiment behaved weu, and at some 
future time I wiE particularly recommend deserving men-for promotion. 

I have the honor to be, 

A. G. McCOOK, 

Major Second Ohio Volunteers, Commanding. 

Col. B. F. Soribnbe, 

Commanding Ninth Brigade. 
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No. 68. 

Report of Lieut Got Stephen A. Bassford^ mnety fourth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqbs. Ninety-eoltrth Eediment Ohio Volunteers, 

Army of the OtnynjERLAND, 

In the Fields January — , 1863. 

In obedience to orders from headquarters, I have the honor to forward 
the following report of the part taken in the battle of Wednesday, De- 
cember 31, 1862, and the following days, by the Ninety-fourth Eegi- 

My command, forming part of the Ninth Brigade, was ordered to move 
forward toward Murfreesborough, on the Nashville and Murfreesborough 
pike. After marching about l| miles, we turned to the right, and went 
a quarter of a mile and halted in the woods. After waiting a short 
period, we were again moved forward to the right and front in double- 
quick, halted, formed in line of battle, and for the first time came under 
fire of the enemy. Shells bursting over and around us, soon we were 
ordered to move to the right. After marching a short distance, we were 
halted. Eemaining in that position about twenty minutes, we were 
again ordered to move by the right. 

We then marched toward the Murfreesborough pike, and halted at the 
edge of the woods at the time the enemy left the woods and charged 
one of our batteries. The foe broke and fled precipitately. We com- 
menced firing on our right, and threw Company B out as skirmishers 
on our left. 

We were then ordered into the open field in line, halted, and delivered 
several rounds at the retreating foe. Eeceived orders to fix bayonets, 
which done, we moved in douWe-quick across the field, following the 
enemy. We halted at the edge of the woods, remaining but a short 
time; threw out Company G as skirmishers, advanced into the woods 
about 75 yards, and halted. 

After remaining here for some time, we received orders to move out 
to the right and up to the top of the hill, which we did, passing one of 
our batteries there. From this point we crossed the pike, forming in 
line along the east side. From this point I was ordered back to bring 
up ammunition. The regiment remained here about thirty minutes. 
We had several wounded at this point by the enemy’s artillery. 

The regiment was then ordered forward over the crest of the hill and 
into the woods, by order of General Eousseau. Companies B and G 
were advanced from this point, as skirmishers. They were soon brought 
in, and the whole command marched by the left flank, to join on the 
right of the Thirty-eighth Indiana, then in the open field, in this posi- 
tion we were ordered to lie down. Many of our men were wounded by 
the enemy’s sharpshooters. 

We did not remain long in this position, but returned to the woods, 
and after a very brief stay we were ordered out again, but not quite so 
far advanced and less exposed to the sharpshooters. Shortly after this, 
our gallant colonel, whose cheerful courage and constantly encouraging 
presence had contributed effectively to the calmness and prompt obe- 
dience of the entire command, was severely wounded and instantly car- 
ried from the field. 

At this juncture the command fell for a short time upon Major King. 
Our left here joined on the right of the Thirty-eighth Indiana. This 
position we held during the night, throwing out pickets to the front. 
No disturbance occurred of any importance. 
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Ou Thursday, January 1, 1863, 5 a. m., we were ordered to report our- 
selves on thie Murfreesborough pike, which being done, we were marched 
back to about the position we started from the morning before 5 but we 
did not have long to remain at this point. W e had hardly stacked arms 
and broken ranks till we heard that familiar sound, “ Fall in.” We 
were marched back again toward Murfreesborough in double-quick. 
After going about 1 mile, we were ordered off to the right of the pike, 
and formed into line. 

Soon General McCook ordered us over to the left of the pike. We 
were, however, soon ordered back to the point at which we left the 
pike, at which place we were formed into column of companies, then 
marched forward to the right and front, to the crest of a hill, and halted, 
facing south, forming a line. In a few moments we were ordered to 
change front forward on first company, which being done, we marched 
forward and were halted in the edge of a thicket. Here wo remained 
till 3 p. m., when we were i)ushed to the fai*ther edge of the thicket, 
facing southwest. 

During the night and day following we threw up breastworks of such 
material as was at hand. 

On the evening following (January 2) we threw out heavy pickets, 
and this position we occupied, with nothing to disturb us, excepting the 
annoyance of the enemy’s sharpshooters, until January 5, when ordered 
to march. 

During the five days we were on the field, among those wounded was 
Captain Steel, bold and brave, who, though suffering from severe sick- 
ness, commanded his company with praiseworthy success until removed 
from the field. The officers, without exception, acted well their parts, 
and in perfect concert. The men, obedient and prompt, were easy to 
command, and are worthy of high commendation. 

Of our chaplain, Eev. William Allington, I do not think too much 
can be said. I wish there were more such in our army. He followed 
the regiment wherever it went, x)icking up the wounded and carrying 
them off the field ; and after we were through with the day’s fight, he 
would spend his nights at the hospitals administering to the wounded. 

The above report is as near coiTect as I am able to make it. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

S. A. BASSFOED, 

Lieut Got, Gomdg, Ninety-fourth Regiment Ohio Vot Infantry. 

Col. B. F. SOEIBNEB, 

Commanding Ninth Brigade^ Third Division. 


Ho. 69. 

Report of Col Alfred R. Chapin^ Tenth Wisconsin Infantry. 

HnQES. Tenth Wisconsin Volunteeb Infantby, 

Gamp at Murfreeshoroughj Tenn.^ January 9, 1863. 

Sib : I would’ most respectfully report that on December 30, 1862, at 
12 m.jthe Tenth Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, with the other 
regiments of the brigade, had arrived at a pointy on the Hlashville and 
Murfreesborough pike 3J miles fxx)m Murfreesborough. Heavy skir- 
mishing was going on at the time in the cedar wood to the right of the 
pike. We did not get engaged that day. , , 

On December 31, at 7 a. m., we got under arms, and shortly alter 
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moved on the pike toward Murfreesborough about one-balf mile. We 
then moved toward the wood on the right, and soon engaged the enemy. 
After some hot work they gradually retired, followed up by our brigade. 
About this time the Second Ohio and Thirty-third Ohio were detached, 
and my regiment, with the Thirty-eighth Indiana and Mnety-fourth 
Ohio, continued to advance under a pretty hot skirmish fire. After hav- 
ing advanced some distance, we were attacked by a strong force, which 
we held for some time, until we began to receive a flank fire from the 
right. Orders were received to retire behind the line of the Seventeenth 
Brigade, which we did 3 and as I was about to get my regiment into line 
I saw that the Seventeenth Brigade was also retiring. I moved to the 
rear with them, and formed my line on their right and the left of Loomis’ 
battery. There I remained until retired by your order, about daylight 
the next morning. 

On the morning of January 1, at about 7 o’clock, we were again moved 
rapidly forward on the pike to near our old position, where we remained 
all through the battle, but did not have any general engagement with 
the enemy after December 31. 

1 went into the battle with 11 officers and 250 men. My loss is 3 killed, 
1 officer slightly wounded, 15 enlisted men wounded, and 6 missing. 

My loss would probably have been larger, but the nature of the ground 
where we were engaged in the woods was such that the men had some 
protection. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E. CHAPIN, 

Colonel Tenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. 
Acma Assistant Adjutant- General, 

ninth Brigade. 


No. 70. 

Report of Col. John Beatty^ Third Ohio Infantry^ commanding Second 

Brigade. 

Headquarters Second Brig-ade, First Division, 

Murfreesborough^ Tenn.^ January 9, 1863. 

Sir : In the recent engagement before Murfreesborough the casualties 
in my brigade were as follows : * 

Colonel Forman, Fifteenth Kentucky, was killed in the cedar woods 
on the morning of the 31st ultimo. He was a brave man and an excel- 
lent officer. Captain Bayne, of same regiment, fell at the same time, 
while urging his men forward. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Shanklin, Forty-second Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantry, was surrounded by a superior force on the morning of January 
3, and taken by the enemy. Col. George Humphrey, Eighty-eighth In- 
diana, was wounded on the night of January 3, in expelling the enemy 
torn the woods m our front. He behaved gaUantly throughout the 
fight. Capt. L. S. Bell, Third Ohio Infantry, wounded at the same time, 
conducted himself with great courage. ^ 

Lieutenant-Colonels Lawson, Third Ohio, and Briant, Eighty-eighth 
Indiana 5 C^t. J. H. Bryant, Forty-second Indiana: Lieutenants Du- 
Barry and Wildman, Eighty-eighth Indiana 5 J. B. McEoberts, Third 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 210. 
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Oliio; HorraU and Orr, Forty-second Indiana; Mr. James K. Patter- 
son, Evansidlle, and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. James S. Wilson, deserve 
especial praise. Capt. C. O. Loomis and Lieutenants Yan Pelt and Hale, 
of the First Michigan Battery, rendered most important service through- 
out the entire battle. NTo men could have conducted themselves with 
more courage and ability. There are other officers and men who should 
be mentioned favorably, but the reports of regimental commanders have 
failed to reach me, and it is impossible, therefore, to give them the credit 
they deserve. 

My brigade had three separate encounters with the enemy on the first 
day. On the second and third days it was in front a portion of the time. 

Skirmishing on the night of January 3, two regiments, led by myself, 
drove the enemy from their breastworks in the edge of the woods in our 
front. 

I trust the conduct of the brigade throughout may be satisfactory. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, 

JOHN BEATTY, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 

Capt. M. 0. Tayloe, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, First Division. 


Ho. 71. 

Reports of Col. John 0. Starlmeafher, First Wisconsin Infantry, com- 
manding Third Brigade. 

Headquaetees Twenty-eighth Beigade, 

Camp at Jefferson, near Stones River, Tenn., December 31, 1862. 

SiE : 1 have the honor to report that on the 30th* instant tbe train oi 
the Twenty-eighth Brigade, consisting of 64 wagons, loaded with camp 
equipage, stores, officers^ baggage, knapsacks, &c., w^as sent from Stew- 
artsborough at 8.30 a. m. for this point, unprotected, save by the con- 
valescents and a small guard left to the rear for protection, 10 wagons 
loaded with rations. The head of the train had just arrived in camp, 
and while in process of being parked, the rear and center of the same 
was attacked by a portion of General Wheeler^s cavalry brigade; while 
the remainder of his brigade, he being in command, as also a part of a 
brigade under command of Colonel Allen, advanced on both sides of the 
highway for the purpose of attacking the brigade force and destroying 
the whole train. The outposts and pickets, however, being on the alert, 
met the enemy at the front and held them in check until the brigade 
was formed and ready for battle. 

1 immediately ordered the train at double-quick to be parked; seni 
the Twenty-first Wisconsin, under Colonel Hobart, to the front and reai 
of train ; ordered the First Wisconsin, Colonel Bingham, to deploy righi 
and left from the center as skirmishers, and to press forward; movec 
one regiment, the Twenty-fourth Illinois, under Colonel Mihalotzy, U 
the bridge crossing the river, together with one section of artillery, anc 
then advanced to the front with the^eventy-ninth Pennsylvania, Colo 
nel Hambright, and two sections of artillery. First Kentucky, Captaii 
Stone. 

My advance, the Twenty-first Wisconsin, was soon hotly engaged 
and, being pressed sever ely by the enemy in front and on the left , the: 

* See ’Wheele.r^s report, No. 30i ; Mauldin^s report, No. 303. 
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passed to the right of the highway and occupied a hill, upon which was 
a log-house, giving them a good fighting position. The Second Ken- 
tucky Cavalry, Captain Craddock, about 50 strong, was then sent to the 
left and front to feel the enemy, and at once became engaged. The right 
wing of the First Wisconsin was rallied on the right, and placed in rear 
of the first section of artillery, which was then upon the hill occupied 
by the Twenty-first Wisconsin, opening with shell. The Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania was placed in rear of the left wing of the First Wiscon- 
sin. which was skirmishing to the front. One section of artillery opened 
upon the enemy in front as between my infantry on the right and left. 

The engagement at this time became general, as between the enemy 
and the First and Twenty-first Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and two 
sections of the First Kentucky Battery, the enemy acting principally 
on foot, supported by two field howiteers. The enemy was, however, 
finally repulsed, and left the field after severe fighting, the engagement 
lasting two hours and ten minutes, the brigade following IJ miles, when, 
deeming my rear unsafe, I ordered the command to retire, and Avent into 
camp on the north side of Stone’s Eiver, near Jefferson. . 

The enemy’s force, as near as could be ascertained, was some 3,500 
strong; strength of my force was about 1,700. The enemy’s loss in 
killed, as learned from prisoners taken since the fight, was 83. Their 
loss in wounded must have been very severe ; but as the wounded and 
dead were carried away mostly by the cavalry upon their horses, it is 
impossible to give their loss with certainty.' Eight prisoners were taken 
and paroled, two of whom were mortally wounded. A lieutenant-colonel 
of Wheeler’s brigade was also mortally wounded. 

Casualties upon our side were as per recapitulation, the chief part of 
the loss being convalescents, who were with the train when attacked. 
Twenty wagons from the rear of the train were taken and destroyed by 
fire, with the contents ihereof, consisting of camp and garrison equipage, 
officers’ and men’s clothing, &c. 

The troops under my command acted "with great coolness and bravery ; 
no flinching, no running, but the utmost coolness shown by all, adding 
another creditable mark to the old Twenty-eighth Brigade. 

Staff officers and orderlies carried orders fearlessly to different parts 
of the field, entitling them to great credit a-nd to my thanks. 


Casualties. 



The missing are prisoners taken with train, most of them being con- 
valescents, and will undoubtedly be paroled. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JOHN 0. STARKWEATHER, 
Colonel First Wisconsin Vols., Gomdg. Twenty-eighth Brigade. 
Capt. M. G. Tayloe, 

Acting Assistant Adjntcmt-Qemral, Third JDivisioif,. 



CHAP, xxx n.3 THE stone’s eiver campaign. 393 

Headquarters Twenty-eighth Brigade, 
Gam]^ near Murfreesborough^ Tenn,^ January 6, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that, on the 31st ultimo, the Twenty- 
eighth Brigade left Jefferson, in accordance with orders, and reported 
at 5 p. m. for duty, bringing in one field howitzer belonging to the Fifth 
Wivsconsin Battery, and some 250 cavalry of different regiments, as also 
many stragglers from infantry regiments that were found on the Jefferson 
and La Y ergne pike and roads adjacent thereto, who had participated 
in the fight in front of Murfreesborough that day or the day previous. 

On the 1st instant the brigade was maneuvered, changing positions, 
fronts, &;c. ; going into camp, formed in line, with battalions doubled on 
the center, the left resting on the FTashville and Murfreesborough pike, 
right on the left of General Johnson’s troops. The following morning 
the brigade was ordered by General Kousseau to deploy into line and 
advance to the front to the support of our batteries, then in action. The 
change of position was made, and the gallant Twenty-eighth Brigade 
moved to the front to give such support, with unflinching courage, amid 
a most tremendous rebel fire of solid shot and shell, and remained in 
such supporting position until another change was made, when it was 
sent to the extreme front, and ordered to hold the same, which post it 
occupied the 2d, 3d, and 4th, changing position from time to time, as 
the nature of circumstances seemed to require, supporting batteries, 
pioneer corps, &c., in digging trenches; and although not brought into 
place where its own fire could be made to tell effectively, yet, from the 
duties performed by it, under the continued and severe fire of shot 
and shell of the enemy, it is entitled to all praise. Casualties as per 
recapitulation. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JOHISI C. STAKKWEATHEE, 
Colonel First ’Wisconsin^ Comdg, Ttcenty^eiglitli Brigade, 
Capt. M. 0. Taylor, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Division, 



No. 72. 

R^orts of Lieut, Ool. Oliver L, Shepherd, Figliteenth U, S, Infantry, com- 
manding Fourth {Regular) Brigade, 

Headquarters Brigade TJ. S. Eegular Troops, 

Third Diy. (Eousseau’s), Center, 14th Army Corps, 

Camp at Murfreesborough, Tenn,, January 10, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor, respectfully, to report the operations of this 
brigade, under my orders, during the recent five days’ battle before this 
place. 
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The brigade, on going into action, consisted of the First Battalion 
Fifteenth U. S. Infantry, comprising 16 officers and 304 enlisted men for 
duty, Major King commanding 5 the First Battalion Sixteenth U. S. 
Infantry, and Company B, Second Battalion, same regiment, attached, 
comprising 15 officers and 293 enlisted men, Major Slemmer command- 
ing: Battery H, Fifth TJ. S. -Artillery, comprising 3 officers and 120 
enlisted men for duty, Captain Guenther commanding ; the First Bat- 
talion Eighteenth XJ.‘’S. Infantry, and Companies A and D, Third Bat- 
talion same regiment, attached, comprising 16 officers and 272 enlisted 
men. Major Caldwell commanding ; the Second Battalion Eighteenth 
U. S. Infantry, and Companies B, C, E, and F, Third Battalion same 
regiment, attached, comprising 16 officers and 298 enlisted men, Major 
Townsend commanding^ six companies. A, B, C, D, E, and F, First 
Battalion Nineteenth U. S. Infantry, comprising 10 officers and 198 en- 
listed men, Major Carpenter commanding ; making a total of 77 officers 
and 1,485 enlisted men, not including the staff officers and the com- 
manding officer of the brigade, 4 in number, and 1 acting sergeant- 
major (Commissary-Sergeant Gill, Third Battalion). 

The balance of the brigade, including the sick, were left behind to 
guard the brigade and battalion trains, where they did good service, 
under their respective battalion quartermasters, in repelling the attacks 
of the enemy’s cavalry, saving thereby the entire trains of the brigade. 
The musicians were under the orders of the various surgeons. 

The brigade, thus constituted and in the order enumerated, went first 
into action under your eye and general supervision at about 9.30 a. m. 
December 31, 1862, forming line in the dense cedar forest to the right 
of the turnpike and railroad, with design of succoring the right wing of 
the army, under Major-General McCook. After being placed partially, 
in quick time, in position and line, the rebel enemy attacked briskly the 
two battalions (Fifteenth and Sixteenth) on the right of the battery. 
On observing that the battery and the three battalions to the left were 
separated from, and not in view of, these two battalions, I sent my act- 
ing assistant adjutant-general, Lieutenant Sutherland, with orders to 
Major King to take the command on the right, while I proceeded toward 
the center and left of the brigade to bring them into this contest, which 
was shortly terminated by the Fifteenth and Sixteenth being forced to 
retire with considerable loss ; not, however, without having checked the 
advance of the enemy, who soon succeeded in possessing the flank by 
their long extended line, and having at first been deceived by the en- 
emy, who advanced dressed in American uniform, and without firing 
till within a short distance, supported by a heavy line behind, (See 
official report of Capt. J. Fulmer, commanding First Battalion Fif- 
teenth Infantry.) 

A regiment, believed to be the Sixth Ohio Volunteers, withstood the 
fire of the enemy along with these two battalions. 

On arriving on the left of the brigade, I found that the battery had 
fortunately received your orders to retire by the same narrow cut in the 
cedar forest by which the brigade first entered. The three battalions 
of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth were directed to accompany this move- 
ment just in time to save the battery from capture, and under fire of the 
advancing enemy. 

In this first conflict in the cedar forest. Captain Bell, of the Fifteenth, 
was killed, and Captain York and Lieutenant Occleston, Fifteenth, se- 
verely wounded, and also about 8 enlisted men were killed and 42 
wounded. 

After emerging ftom the cedar forest, the battalions of the brigade 
drew up in their proper positions to the right and left of the battery, 



Chap. XXXH.] 


THE stone’s RITEE CAMPAIGN. 


395 


which had taken position, from which, hy its effective fire, the advancing 
lines of the enemy were driven back and dispersed from view in the 
forest. 

While waiting in this position, the enemy’s batteries to the front, 
along the turnpike and railroad, were throwing shot and shell upon our 
ground, by which Captain Dennison, Second Battalion, Eighteenth, lost 
his leg, and the heroic first sergeant, George E. White, of Company F, 
Third Battalion, his life. Other men of the brigade were also killed 
and wounded. 

At about 12 m. the brigade, including the battery, was again directed 
to advance to thefront along the railroad and turnpike, and, after reach- 
ing the farther side of the open ground, was suddenly directed to the 
right, to enter again the cedar forest, to sustain the troops which were 
receding, exhausted of ammunition. This movement was made in pur- 
suance of orders directly from yourself and Major-General Thomas. 
The brigade being halted just along the edge of the forest, the battery 
was ordered to retake the former slightly elevated site near the railroad. 

The brigade, having the battalion of the liTineteenth shifted, at the 
request of its commanding officer, Major Carpenter, from extreme left 
to position in line between the battalions of the Fifteenth and Six- 
teenth, was projected about 50 yards into the dense cedar forest toward 
the enemy, and, after allowing our retiring regiments to pass through 
the lines to the rear, the fire was opened in return to that of the pur- 
suing enemy. The excellence of the firing by file by all the battalions 
of the brigade could not be excelled, and was terrifying and destructive 
to the enemy, who were brought to a stand for about twenty minutes. 

During this stubborn combat most of our losses in killed and wounded 
took place; Major Slemmer, commanding Sixteenth, wounded at its com- 
mencement. The enemy’s lines extending, however, beyond both flanks 
of the brigade, enabled them to pour an incessant fire from three direc- 
tions — the front, left, and right flanks ; and the brigade being unsup- 
ported by any other forces on either flank, and having secured the re- 
quired time for the receding regiments to reform, I thought it proper to 
order a retreat, which was probably quite long enough deferred. 

Just after the order to retreat was given, a regiment came up in line 
in the open field on the extreme right of the brigade, but its fire, though 
brisk, came too late, and was unavailing against so large a force as filled 
the forest, three lines being discernible. 

It is proper here to remark that, notwithstanding the loss in the bri 
gade had been nearly half its strength, the battalions evidently gav( 
ground with reluctance, probably not having looked to such result, anc 
being too much engaged to know the full extent of their losses. Th< 
retreat of the brigade across the open field was done handsomely, anc 
with as much order as was desirable, having in view to prevent furthe 
loss .of life. On this retreat Major King, commanding the Fifteenth 
and Captain Douglass, acting field officer of the First Battalion Eight 
eenth Infantry, were wounded, causing them both to retire to th< 
hospital. 

The brigade was at this time reformed in line near the railroad, ii 
proper place, to the right and left of the battery, as directed in previou 
orders, for the formation in line of battle, and in this position it remaine< 
the balance of the day and during the following night, within reach o 
the enemy’s cannon. 

In this last terrific combat in the cedar forest many brave men an< 
officers perished ; 4 officers killed and 18 wounded, and 78 enlisted mo 
killed and 430 enlisted men wounded, exclusive of the missing. 
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At the moment of retreating a few steps, the brave and gallant Major 
Carpenter, commanding the Nineteen th Infantry, fell from his horse 
with sis mortal wounds, regretted by all who knew him. The left wing 
of the brigade, First and Second Battalions Eighteenth Infantry, was, 
during the remainder of the battle, committed mostly to Major Town- 
send, the right wing, deprived of its held officers, requiring, as I thought, 
more of my attention. 

About the middle of the afternoon an extended line of men was dis- 
covered far to our front, advancing with our national colors, and, having 
passed over a slight rise, descended into a corresponding depression, 
partially concealing them, when a white flag with a dark ball in its cen- 
ter was substituted, after which they unfurled the rebel flag; whereupon 
Captain G-uenther directed the Are of his battery, causing the line to 
break in double-quick time to their left flank and disappear into the 
cedar forest. 

Though occasionally visited by the enemy’s shot, but tittle heed was 
given to it, and thus closed the action of the brigade the flrst day, being 
the last of the year, December 31, 1862. During the night our wounded 
were gathered together, as far as the enemy’s pickets would permit. 

A short time before daybreak of New Year’s day the brigade retired, 
according to orders, to a point in the rear of the commanding’ general’s 
headquarters, to meet an attack on our right. Some shiftings of position 
took place until about 2 p. m., when it marched toward Stewart’s Creek, 
and on arriving near there it was ordered back in double-quick time, 
which being executed, and night coming on, the brigade bivouacked 
on the left of the roadway and near the commanding general’s head- 
quarters. 

On the third day (the 2d instant) the brigade marched, before break- 
fasting, to the front to meet the enemy’s attack, and we retained this 
position during the day and following night, the battery assisting to 
silence the enemy’s batteries and effect the repulse of the enemy in their 
attack on the left wing of the army, under General Crittenden, in the 
afternoon. 

On the 3d instant (the fourth day) the brigade and battery moved 
forward to the standpoint of the first day, December 31, 1862, where 
slight epaulements were thrown up, principally by the men of the bri- 
gade, and encamped within them, though rendered almost untenable 
by heavy rains, which filled them partially with water and made the 
adjoining grounds miry. As this day closed, and at dark, a severe 
attack was made by some portion of the division upon the enemy in 
front, which resulted in gaining possession of the enemy’s first line of 
breastworks for a time, and subsequently abandoning them, owing to 
exhausted ammunition. 

On the 4th instant I reported, at 7.30 a. m., that the enemy had evac- 
uated our front. The brigade held the same position, employing the 
day and following night in the sad duty of collecting our dead, who 
were interred with military honors just in front of our intrenchments, 
and on the standpoint of the brigade and battery, maintained from the 
first to the last day’s conflict. 

The heavy rains of the 2d and 3d instant covered this position and 
the trenches with mud and water, in which the whole brigade had to 
stand or recline while seeking to obtain a little rest. Not a murmur 
escaped the lip iu all this trying and painful as well as arduous and 
dangerous service. On the contrary, cheerfulness and alacrity were 
evident on their countenances, and this while subsistence w’as so" scarce 
as to force a consumption of horses killed in the battle. 
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It is hoi)ed that the bearing and whole career of this brigade of reg- 
ular troops during the five days’ conflict were of a character to meet 
the approbation of the major-general commanding the division. 

The brigade was not without the ambition of deserving also the com- 
mendation of Major-General Thomas, commanding the center, whose 
experience has been so successful and so long, and likewise of the com- 
mander-in-chief, whose uniform success inspired confidence. In fine, 
the brigade having combatted so well, we need hardly search for exam- 
ples, but shouldrest satisfied that there are none to excelitin courageous 
action and mournful losses. 

Of 77 officers with the battalions, 5 were killed and 21 wounded, 
some mortally; and of 1,366 enlisted men, 90 men were killed and 469 
wounded, many mortally, besides 47 missing, supposed to be prisoners. 
The casualties of the battery were not so great, on account of its posi- 
tion and of its fire dispersing every line of the enemy approaching suf- 
ficiently near, at one time completely routing the Second Arkansas 
(rebel) Eegiment, causing it to abandon its colors, which were picked 
up by skirmishers of the Second Eegiment Ohio Volunteers before the 
officer sent for it reached the ground where the regiment was broken ; 
and 22 rebel prisoners were taken during the day. 

Captain Guenther’s battery, attached, could scarcely have been excelled 
for the skill and effectiveness of its fire, and the cool, brave conduct of 
its officers and men. For six days and nights the harness was never 
taken from the horses either for food or water, the horses being kept 
patiently on the alert at the pieces. 

Appended is a list of the officers killed and wounded, and a consoli- 
dated report of the total killed and wounded; also the reports of chiefs 
of battalions and of the battery. They are admirably drawn, and ex- 
hibit more minutely the operations of the particular commands, and are 
of great interest. 

The honor of this brave conduct of the brigade belongs properly to 
the chiefs of battalions and of the battery, respectively. Majors King, 
Carpenter, Slemmer, Townsend, and Caldwell; and, after Majors King 
and Slemmer were wounded and Major Carpenter was killed, to their 
successors. Captains Crofton, Sixteenth, Fulmer, Fifteenth, Mulligan, 
Nineteenth Infantry, and also to Captain Guenther, commanding Bat- 
tery H, Fifth Artillery. Great credit is reflected by the good condition 
of their respective commands. 

The brigade staff*. Captain Kinney, quartermaster; First Lieutenants 
Mills, commissary, and Sutherland, Eighteenth Infantry, acting assist- 
ant adjutant-general of the brigade, accompanied me into action with 
the brigade, and performed the duties of carrying orders and all the 
other duties required of them with courage, zeal, and ability. Assistant 
Surgeon Lindsly, acting brigade surgeon, and Acting Surgeons Patton 
and Henderson were actively and zealously occupied at the various 
hospitals during the whole time. Dr. Lindsly visited at different times 


the field. 

Eesting in the hope that this brigade, but recently organized, has dis- 
played in this great battle of five days’ duration a career worthy the 
approbation of the Government and the cause in which engaged, I have 
the honor, respectfully, to subscribe myself, very truly, your humble 
servant, &c., 

’ O. L. SHEPHBED, 

lAmtenant-Cohnel JEigUeenth U. 8. Infantry^ Oomdg. Brig. 


3Maj. Gen. Lotell H. Rousseatj, 

Qomdg, TJdrd Division, Center, Fourteenth Army Gor;gs. 
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List of commissioned officers Mlled wnd tcounded, 

HEADQTJAETBES BeIQ-ADE TJ. S. EBOtnLAE Teoops, 

Thieb Division, Centee, Foxteteenth Aemt Ooeps, 

January 10, 1863, 

Killed.— Maj. S. D. Carpenter, Nineteentli Infantry; Oapt. William W. 
Wise, Fifteenth Infantry; Oapt, J. B, Bell, Fifteenth Infantry ; Oapt, 
Charles L, Kneass, First Battalion Eighteenth Infantry; Second Lient, 
J, F, Hitchcock, Second Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, 

Wounded.— Kaj. John H, King, Fifteenth Infantry; Maj, A, J, Slem- 
mer, Sixteenth Infantry, severely; Oapt, Joseph S, York, Fifteenth 
Infantry, slightly; Oapt, Eobert P, Barry, Sixteenth Infantry, severely ; 
Oapt, John 0, King, Sixteenth Infantry, severely; Oapt, Kewton L, 
Dykeman, Sixteenth Infantry, slightly; Oapt, Henry Douglass, First 
Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, slightly ; Oapt, D, L, Wood, First Bat- 
talion Eighteenth Infantry, slightly ; Oapt, E, B, Hull, First Battalion 
Eighteenth Infantry, severely ; Oapt, Charles E, Dennison, Second Bat- 
talion Eighteenth Infantry, severely ; Oapt, A, B, Thompson, Second 
Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, severely; Oapt, Henry Haymond, Third 
Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, slightly ; First Lieut, W, B, Occleston, 
Fifteenth Infantry, severely; First Lieut, W,H, Bartholomew, Sixteenth 
Infantry, severely ; First Lieut, John Power, adjutant Sixteenth In- 
fantry, severely ; First Lieut. James 0. Howland, Sixteenth Infantry, 
slightly ; First Lieut. Joseph McConnell, First Battalion Eighteenth 
Infantry, severely; First Lieut. Morgan L, Ogden, Second Battalion 
Eighteenth Mantry, severely ; First Lieut. James Simons, Second Bat- 
talion Eighteenth infantry, severely ; Second Lieut. G. S. Carpenter, 
First Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, severely ; Second Lieuti John I. 
Adair, First Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, slightly. 

O. L. SHEPHERD, 

Lieut. Col. Eighteenth Infantry, TI. 8. Army, Gomdg. Brigade. 


Consolidaied report of casualties in brigade TJ, S. regular troops, Third Dimsion, Center^ 
Fourteenth Army Corps, in the five days^ hattles before Murfreesboro ugh, Tenn., commenc- 
ing December 31, 1862, and ending January 4, 1863/ 
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* But see revised statement, p. 210, 
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Hdqrs. Foitrth Beig-., Fiest Div.j 14th: Aemy Ooeps, 

Gamp at MtirfreesiorotigJij Tenn.^ February 18, 1863. 

SiE : I desire respectfully to state that, owing in part to Capt. H. 
Douglass, First Battalion Eighteenth. Infantry, not being a commander 
during the recent battle, I have forgotten him in my reports i therefore 
I desire respectfully to give an outhne of his service. 

He was commander of the First Battalion from its organization, in 
the fall of 1861, and continued so through all the trying campaign of 
Mill Springs, up to May 26, 1862, just before entering Corinth, and has 
ever since been acting field officer. 

In the performance of said duty he was distinguished in the battle of 
Perry ville, and wounded in the great battle of Stone’s Eiver, during the 
heavy conflict in the cedars, on December 31, 1862. 

Having his wound dressed, and with his arm in a sling, he reported 
for duty as the brigade moved to the front, January 2, but was directed 
shortly after to go again to the hospital. 

He has always been brave and zealous, and is again in command of 
his battalion, which owes much of its instruction to him. I hope it may 
not be too late to have justice done him. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. L. SHEPHEED, 

Golonelj V. 8, Army^ Commanding Brigade, 

Ool. 0. Goddaeh, 

Asst. Adjt. Qen, and Chief of Staffs Dept, of the Cumberland. 


* lifo. 73. 

Report of Capt. Jesse Fulmer, Fifteenth TJ. 8. Infantry. 

Hdqes. Fiest Batt. Fifteenth XJ. S. Infantey, 

Camp at Murfreesborougli, Tenn., January 10, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to report that, on the morning of December 
31, 1862, the First Battalion Fifteenth TJ. S. Infantry, comprising eight 
companies, entered into action before Murfreesborough, Tenn., under 
the command of Maj. John H. King. 

The number of enlisted men present and entering into action was 
304; Lieutenant Ogilby, battalion adjutant, and the following company 
officers, to wit, Captains Fulmer, Wise, Bell, Keteltas, and York, and 
Lieutenants Jewett, Wikofi^ Woodward, Occleston, King, Semple, Gal- 
loway, and Gray, were present and participated in the engagement. 

The aggregate strength of the battalion on entering into action was 
319, officers and men. 

This battalion, with the others of the brigade of regulars, commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Shepherd, Eighteenth U, S. Infantry, advanced 
several hundred yards into a dense forest of cedars, about 9 o’clock on 
the morning of the 31st ultimo, to engage the enemy. The Fifteenth, 
with the First Battalion of the Sixteenth Infantry on the left, were 
moved a short distance from the other battalions of the brigade and 
formed in line of battle. Captain Keteltas’ company was immediately 
ordered forward as skirmishers, and, as such, advanced them some 400 
yards beyond our line. He had been enticed thus to advance by the 
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action of scattering rebels in our front, who, wearing our style cf uni- 
form, feigned to be of us. 

This piece of deception, however, was timely detected, and a heavy 
firing between the skirmishers was immediately commenced. Ours 
were driven back, and the enemy, in two or three lines of battle, hur- 
riedly advanced, with a strong line of skirmishers in front. Our line of 
battle suffered somewhat by mistaking a body of rebels dressed in our 
uniform for our troops. TSf^hen commanded to open upon the enemy, 
the battalion poured in a heavy fire upon them, but were soon compelled 
to give way to the vastly superior numbers of the enemy. "W e fired, re- 
treating, until we reached the rear of the position j ust that moment taken 
by the Sixth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers. Here we halted to reform our 
line, but, while so doing, the overwhelming numbers of the rebels, and 
the fierce onslaught they made on the Sixth Ohio, forced those gallant 
volunteers to fall back also } whereupon we moved out of the woods, 
returning the enemy’s fire, and, under cover of Guenther’s battery, suc- 
ceeded in taking tavorable position and reforming our line. It was in 
this engagement that Captain Bell was killed, Captain York wounded, 
and, I fear, mortally, and Lieutenant Occleston severely wounded. 

The battalion reformed, advanced, and again took position in the 
woods, as also the others of the brigade. This was done promptly, and 
with a zeal highly creditable to men who had only a few moments before 
been under a most galling and terrible fire. Very soon we were again 
engaged with the enemy, and, after a spirited engagement for a while, 
were ordered to fall back. Then it was that Major King was wounded, 
and the command of the battalion devolved upon me. I continued the 
movement, firing upon the enemy, and moved up to the support of 
Guenther’s battery. In this affair Captain Wise fell, mortally wounded, 
and has since died. 

For the remainder of that day we acted in support of Guenther’s bat- 
tery, and remained on the front of our lines that night until nearly day- 
break, when we moved to the rear. Later in the morning we moved 
forward again, first supporting the center, then the right. 

Friday morning we again moved to the front, supporting Guenther’s 
batter5",'and remained there until the battle of that day ended. 

Advancing a short distance on Saturday morning, we threw up iu- 
trenchments in face of the fire of the enemy’s skirmishers and sharp- 
shooters. These we occupied Saturday night, supporting Guenther’s 
battery during the brilliant and successful attack made upon the ene- 
my’s lines that night. 

In addition to the casualties already named, the battalion had 84 en- 
listed men killed and wounded, 10 of whom are positively known to have 
been killed outright, 2 captured, and 15 missing, who have, doubtless, 
either been killed, wounded, or captured. The aggregate casualties to 
officers and men number 106. 

The conduct of the officers and of the men engaged merits commen- 
dation, and the battalion, in all of the advanced movements into the 
cedars, and in the several actions engaged, did well in aiding to check 
and drive back the largely superior numbers of the enemy confronted 
by the brigade of regulars, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JESSE FULMEE, 

Captain Fifteenth U. S. Infantry^ Commanding First Battalion. 

First Lieut. Egbert Sutherland, 

Eighteenth Infantry^ Acig. Asst Adjt Brig, of Begulars,^ 
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^o. 74. 

Report of Capt, Robert E. A, Grofton^ Sixteenth U. S. Infantry, 

Hdqrs. First and Second Batts., Sixteenth Infty., 
Campjat Murfreesborough^ Tenn.j January 10, 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to submit the following as a report of the 
part taken by the First Battalion, and Company B, Second Battalion 
Sixteenth Infantry, under my command, in the late actions before Mur- 
freesborough during December 31, 1862, and January 1, 2, 3, and 4, 1863 : 

At 7 o’clock on the morning of December 31, 18C2, this command (then 
under Maj. A. J. Slemmer, Sixteenth Infantry) was ordered to move to 
the front from the bivouac where we had rested the night previous. We 
marched about a mile in the direction of Murfreesborough, and were 
then marched into line of battle on the right of the turnpike, the First 
Battalion Fifteenth Infantry being on our right, and. the First Bat- 
talion Eighteenth Infantry on our left. Here we stacked arms and 
rested for some time. 

About 9.15 o’clock we were ordered into a thicket of cedars. When 
we had arrived about three-quarters of a mile from the edge, of the 
thicket, we moved into line of battle, changing our front to the right, 
to oppose the advancing columns of the enemy. Company B, First Bat- 
talion, under command of First Lieutenant Bartholomew, was thrown 
to the front in skirmishing order, to cover the front of our line. In 
about five minutes these skirmishers were driven in, and formed on the 
right of the battalion. The enemy was now seen advancing in line, and 
at the same moment opened a deadly fire on our ranks. The command, 
however, succeeded in checking their advance, the men behaving with 
the greatest possible coolness, and aiming with accuracy. The battalion 
on our right having moved to the rear, it became necessary to fall back, 
which we did, by the right of companies, to the rear. The men per- 
formed this movement with the same order and regularity they would 
in an ordinary drill. 

Having fallen back about 100 paces, w^e came into line, faced to the 
front, and returned the enemy’s fire. Again, for want of support, we 
were obliged to retire, and did so, as before, for about another 100 yards. 
Maintaining this position for some minutes, we found it necessary to 
make a retreat to where we could be supported, as the enemy was mov- 
ing his line on our right and left, and threatening to surround us. 

We then moved, by the right of companies, to the rear, out of the 
woods and across a cotton-field, where the enemy poured musketry 
and round shot upon us, but without doing much injury. We continued 
our retreat across the turnpike to the railroad, w'here we joined the 
remainder of the brigade, and were ordered to support Battery H, Fifth 
Artillery. 

We remained in this position till about 11.30 a. m., when we were 
again ordered into the cedars. We advanced this time about 30 yards 
from the edge of the woods, when we became engaged, and a most ter 
rific conflict ensued. Almost at the commencement of this action Maj, 
A. J. Slemmer was so seriously wounded as to be obliged to fall to the rear, 
About the same time Adjt. John Power was dangerously wounded. 

After remaining in this position for about twenty-five minutes, and see 
ing the right of the brigade retire in order, we were compelled reluctantly 
to fall back, as the enemy outflanked us on our right and left. The mer 
moved out of the woods by the right of companies with great regularity 
notwithstanding the fearful fire to which they were exposed. As w< 
26 R R— VOL XX, PT I 
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crossed the oi)en field between the woods and railroad, the fire was terri- 
ble, and the men fell before it in great numbers, until the enemy were 
driven back by the fire from Battery H, Fifth Artillery, attached to the 
brigade. Arriving at the railroad, we again formed and remained with 
the rest of the brigade in support of the above battery. We continued 
in this position all the afternoon, continually exposed to artillery fire 
from the enemy’s batteries. 

About 4 o’clock next morning we were ordered to the rear about a 
mile, where we obtained some rest. About 8 a. m. we were again put 
in position on the right center. From this position w^e were ordered to 
the right. In the afternoon we were ordered to proceed to Stewart’s 
Creek, and, on arriving within a mile of the creek, were ordered back at 
a double-quick, when we immediately faced about and retraced our steps 
in double-quick time. 

About sundown we arrived near our original position, the men being 
very much exhausted by hardships they had undergone, and the rapidity 
of the march. We were moved into bivouac in a belt of woods near the 
center of the general position. 

Next morning found us again near the front and center, supporting 
Battery H, Fifth Artillery. Here we remained in reserve, until about 
2 p. m., when we moved back to our bivouac of the night before. Here 
we remained about half an hour, when we were again ordered to the posi- 
tion occupied by us during the morning, owing to an impetuous attack 
on the left, under General Crittenden, by the enemy. In this position 
we remained all the afternoon and that night. 

Next morning a battery opened on us from the enemy, but was soon 
silenced by Battery H, Fifth Artillery. We then moved still farther 
to the front, where we threw up a line of earthworks, and the men slept 
on their arms in the trenches. That night, so completely were the men 
exhausted, from want of rest and food, that they slept in about 6 inches 
of water. 

Next morning it was discovered that the enemy had abandoned their 
position and were in full retreat. The command remained guarding 
these trenches till the morning of January 5, when we marched to Mur- 
freesborough. 

During these five days the men suffered very much for the want of 
food, and were so much reduced that some of them ate roasted horse- 
flesh. Fifteen officers and 293 enlisted men went into action. 

The following is a list of the officers of the command who were en- 
gaged : Maj. A. J. Slemmer, Oapts. E. E. A. Crofton, E. P. Barry, James 
Biddle, N. L. Dykeman, and J. C. King ; First Lieuts. A. W. Allyn, E. 
McConnell, W. H. Bartholomew, John Power (battalion adjutant), W. 
W. Arnold, J. C. Howland, and E. E. Kellogg 5 Second Lieuts. S. E. St. 
Onge and W. G. Wedemeyer. 

All the officers and men behaved with great coolness and courage, 
and, notwithstanding the great sufferings it was necessary for them to 
endure, they performed their duties without a murmur. 

Subjoined you will find a list of killed, wounded, and missing.* Of the 
latter number I am convinced that few, if any, are stragglers, as some 
who were at first reported missing it has since been discovered are 
wounded and were unable to avoid being taken by the enemy. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. A. CEOFTON, 
Gaj^tain Sixteenth Infantry^ Commanding, 

Lieut. Col. 0. L. Shepheud, Comdg. Brigade Regular Troops. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 210. 
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Report of Maj. James W, Caldwell, JEJigTiteenth U. 8, Infantry, 

Hdqes. First Battalion Eighteenth Infantry, 

Gam;g near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 6, 1863. 

Sir : Herewith I have the honor to transmit a list of the killed and 
wounded in my battalion in the battle of the “Cedars,” near Murfrees- 
borough, December 31, 1862. 

I went* into the battle with 1 adjutant, 1 sergeant-major, 6 captains, 
8 lieutenants, and 272 enlisted men ; aggregate, 288. Captain Kneass 
was killed ; Captains Douglass, Wood, and Hull, wounded j Lieutenants 
McConnell, Carpenter, and Adair, wounded; 1 sergeant and 3 corporals 
killed, 6 sergeants and 4 corporals wounded, 23 privates killed and 99 
wounded; total and aggregate loss, 145. All did their duty well; were 
cool, deliberate, and firm under the terrifi.c fire that thinned our ranks, 
and not one gave way until the order to rejoin the battery attached to 
our brigade was given. 

We were under fire on the 1st, 2d, and 3d of January, 1863, and in the 
trenches on the day and night of the 3d instant, but sustained no loss. 
During the four days and nights on the battle-fields near Murfreesbor- 
ough, notwithstanding the cold, mud, and rain, and want of rations part 
of the time, not a murmur was heard; all exhibited the same coolness 
and unflinching devotion to their country and flag that they had shown 
on the battle-field at Perry ville, Ky., when composing a part of Genera] 
Steedman’s brigade, which was exposed to a terrific fire on that field. 

Captain Douglass acted as field officer on December 31, 1862, and ren- 
dered valuable service, and, notwithstanding his painful wound, joined 
the battalion on the 2d of J anuary, and remained on duty with it during 
that day. My battalion adjutant, Lieut. E. L. Morris, rendered valuable 
service on the field; his horse was wounded. My horse was wounded 
and disabled. My battalion quartermaster, Lieutenant Benham, Quarter- 
master-Sergeant Price, and Commissary-Sergeant Livsey, with a small 
escort and the teamsters, all did their duty well, in defending and con- 
ducting the battalion train in safety to ISTash ville. 

In conclusion, I beg leave, respectfully, to recommend the following 
named non-commissioned officers for promotion, for their bravery and 
meritorious conduct in the battle of December 31, 1862, near Murffiees- 
borough, Tenn.: Sergt. Maj. EeubenF. Little, Sergt. Allen C. Barrows, 
Company F ; Sergt. Ealph Horton, Company H, and First Sergt. Isaa< 
D’Isay, Company A ; and also Sergt. E. C. Beach, Company A ; Ser 
geant Carpenter, Company F } Quartermaster-Sergeant Price, and Com 
missary-Sergeant Livsey, for certificates of merit. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. ]sr. CALDWELL, 

Major Mghteenth Infty,, Gomdg. First Batt. Mgliteenfh Infty, 

Acting Asst. Abjt. Gen., Brigade of Regulars, 


FTo. 76. 

Rejgorts of Maj, Frederick Townsend, Eighteenth U, 8, Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Second Battalion Eighteenth U. S. Inftt., 

Gamj) at Mnrfreef^borough, Tenn,, January 10, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that, pursuant to the orders of th 
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lieatenant-colonel commanding the brigade, about 7 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of December 31, 1862, my battalion, comprising 16 officers and 298 
enlisted men, being one of the battalions of the brigade of regulars, ac- 
companied that brigade into action. 

My orders were to support and defend Lieutenant Ouenther’s battery 
(H), Fifth Artillery. While thus employed, Oapt. Charles E.iDennison, 
commanding Company B, and the right general guide, Sergt. Joseph 
Matthew, were severely wounded, and First Sergt. George F. White, of 
Company F, Third Battalion, was killed. 

Subsequently the brigade and battalion took position in a dense for- 
est of cedars, for the purpose, as was understood, of holding in check 
the advancing enemy, while a rearrangement of our own line of battle 
might be effected. We maintained this position for over twenty min- 
utes, Avhen we received the orders of the brigade commander to retire,' 
having, however, achieved the result expected and required, but not 
without great loss— nearly one-half of the command, as will be observed 
in the annexed list of casualties. 

During the subsequent days of the battle we were continuously under 
arms and under the fire of the enemy’s cannon, and were moved from 
place to place wherever our presence seemed to be required. The last 
thirty-six hours of the battle we assisted in throwing up and holding 
intrenchments commanding the central portion of the field, the occu- 
pancy of which, owing to the heavy rains, became one of hardship and 
trial. 


It affords me pleasure to state that there was not a single instance of 
cowardice in the battalion, and that both officers and men did com- 
pletely and effectively their whole duty. 

The names of the officers of the battalion in the engagement of the 
31st are as follows : Maj. Frederick Townsend, commanding battalion ; 
First Lieut. Frederick Phisterer, adjutant of the battalion : Oapt. Henry 
E. Mizner; Oapt. Oharles E. Dennison, wounded severely ; Oapt. Henrv 
Belknap; A. B. Thompson, wounded severely ; Oapt. William J. Fetter- 
man ; Oapt. Henry Haymond, wounded slightly ; Oapt. A. B. Denton ; 
First Lieut. M. L. Ogden, wounded severely; First Lieut. H. G. Ead- 
cliff; FirstLieut. James Simons, wounded severely; First Lieut. Henry 
B. Freeman; Second Lieut. William H. Bisbee ; Second Lieut. John F. 
Hitchcock, killed, and Second Lieut. Wilbur F. Arnold. Total 16. 

Fust Lieut. William P. McCleery, quartermaster of the battalion, was 
with the tram, where he displayed conspicuous gallantry in defending 
It from capture with its ^ard and the sick. 

I beg to call the attention of the brigade commander to the following 
enlisted men of my battalion, who were conspicuous for their gallantrv 
1“,*® “gagement on the 31st: Sergt. Maj. John S. Lind; Sergt. Sam- 
M C^.Wi^iamson, Coinpany D, Second Battalion; Sergt. Oharles B. 
Meredith, Company D, Second Battalion; Corpl. Sylvester S. Bartlett, 
Company 0, Second Battalion; Lance Corpl. Paul Fisher, Company D 
Second Battalion ; Private WiUiam H. Maxwell, Company A, Second 
Battalion; ^^te Jacob Kline, Company D, Second Battalion; Pri- 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

. T,. ^'I^BDEEIOK TOWNSEND, 

Major Mghteentli 27. S. Infantry^ Commanding. 

First Lieut. Eobeet Sutheeland, 

Acting Assistant Adjutcmt- General, Brigade of Begulars. 
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Washington, B. 0., February 23, 1863. 
General : I neglected, in my report of the doings of the Second Bat- 
talion of the Eighteenth TT. S. Infantry, in the recent battles in front of 
Murfreesborough, Tenn,, to mention among the names of certain en- 
listed men, conspicuous for good conduct on the field and at all times, 
the name of my mounted orderly. Private Jacob Troutman, of Company 
B. He was of very great assistance to me in carrying and bringing 
orders, and displayed a degree of intelligence and bravery worthy of 
strong commendation. In justice to this excellent soldier, I trust, gen- 
eral, that you will permit this notice of him to be appended as supple- 
mental to my official report. 

I have the honor to be. general, your obedient servant, 

FEEBEPtlOK TOWNSENTB, 

Major Figliteentli Infantry^ Commanding Second Battalion, 
Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant- General TT. S. Army. 


No. 77. 

Report of Gapt. James B. Mulligan, Nineteenth TT. 8. Infantry. 

Hdqrs. First Battalion Nineteenth TJ. S. Infantry, 
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that six companies of the First Bat- 
talion of the Nineteenth Eegiment U, S. Infantry, under command of 
Maj. S. B. Carpenter, with the regular brigade, under commana of 
Lieut. Col. O. L, Shepherd, Eighteenth Infantry, were ordered to the 
front, and entered into action on the morning of Becember 31, 1862, be- 
fore Murfreesborough, at 9.30 a. m. 

The battalion was ordered by the brigade commander to take its posi- 
tion in the brigade on the left of the Eighteenth Infantry, supporting 
the left of Guenther’s battery (H), Fifth Artillery. 

About 10 a. m. the brigade, with the battery, was ordered into the 
cedars to assistance of Negley’s division ; but, after finding there was no 
possibility of securing a position, the battalion, in company with the 
battery, retired from the cedars in excellent order, under a most de- 
structive fire. 

After taking our position on the hill near the railroad, we were again, 
about 12 m., ordered, with the remainder of the brigade, to advance in 
line of battle into the cedars. We there engaged an overwhelming force 
of the enemy for full twentj- minutes. It was as we received the order 
to retire that Major Carpenter fell, receiving six mortal wounds, dying 
instantly. The fire from the enemy at this time was terrific. Our men 
were falling on all sides. 

At this point the command pf the battalion devolved upon myself, 
being the senior officer present. We fell back, in pursuance of orders, 
to the support of Guenther’s battery, which had taken its position on 
the hill near the railroad, which position we maintained throughout the 
day. 

The next day, January 1, 1863, at daybreak, we were ordered, with 
the brigade and battery, to the right, to assist McCook’s corps, where 
we remained in position until after midday, when we were ordered to 
proceed up the Murfreesborough pike, in the direction of Nashville, to 
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Stewart’s Creek, to protect a provision train wMcb. was threatened by 
the enemy. After proceeding about 4 miles up the road, we were 
ordered to the right-about, and double-quicked to the center of the line 
of battle. 

On January 2, at daybreak, we took our position on the hill by the 
railroad, in front of the cedars, which we held during the day and 
throughout the night. 

The next day, the 3d, we commenced intrenching the front and cen- 
ter, under cover of our skirmishers, and that night our breastworks, 
being completed, were occupied and held by us until after the enemy 
had left our front, which fact was reported by me to the colonel com- 
manding the brigade shortly after sunrise on the 4th instant. 

The battalion lost 1 commissioned officer killed (the major command- 
ing) ; enlisted men, 6 killed, 55 wounded, and 7 missing. The greater 
part of the latter known to be in the hands of the enemy. 

Twenty-two of the enemy fell, on the 31st, into our hands, and were 
turned over to an escort of cavalry, by order of Lieut. H. Millard, of 
General Eousseaii’s staff, by Lieutenant Stansbury. 

The following officers participated: First Lieutenants Andrews, Stans- 
bury, and Jones; Second Lieutenants Wagoner, Lowe, Curtis, Miller, 
Johnson, and Carpenter. 

The conduct of the offiicers and men throughout the five days’ battle 
was excellent, the battalion taking part and sharing with the brigade 
in all its hardships, deprivations, and arduous duties in its movements 
over the entire field, at one time supporting the right of General Mc- 
Cook’s corps, at another assisting General Crittenden’s, and on the last 
day and night intrenching and holding the center of our own division, 

I take pleasure in mentioning the energy and efficiency displayed by 
Dr. Henderson, of this battalion, and Dr. Lindsly, of the Eighteenth 
Infantry, acting brigade surgeon, in the care and treatment of our 
wounded, all of whom, I am credibly informed, are well cared for and 
in comfortable hospitals. 

I inclose herewith a consolidated list of the killed, wounded, and 
missing of the battalion during the five days’ battle; also copies of 
the reports, from the commandant of companies, of casualties,* &c. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES B. MULLIGAK, 

Captain Nineteenth U, S. Infantry^ Commanding First Battalion, 
Lieut. Egbert Sutherland, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Brigade of Regulars, 


Ho. 78. 

Report of Brig, G&n, James S, Negley^ U, Army^ commanding Second 

Division, 

Headquarters EiaHTH Division, 

Camp near Murfreeshorough^ Tenn,^ January 8, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the troops of my command in the engagements with the enemy 
on Stone’s Eiver; 

On Tuesday morning, December 30, 1862, the Eighth Division, com- 
posed of the Seventh and Twenty-ninth Brigades, Schultz’s, Marshall’s, 

^ Embodied in revised statement, p. 210. 
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and Nell’s batteries, was posted on the rolling slopes of the west bank 
of Stone s Eiver, in advance, but joining the extreme right of General 
Crittenden’s line and the left of General McCook’s. 

In the ^ar and on the right was a dense cedar woods, with a broken 
rocky surface. From our position several roads were cut through the 
woods in our rear, by which to bring up the artillery and ammunition 
trains. In front a heavy growth of oak timber extended toward the 

distant. A narrow thicket crossed our 
left diagonally, and skirted the base of a cultivated slope, which ex- 
panded to the width of a mile as it approached the Nashville pike. This 
slope afforded the enemy his most commanding position (in the center), 
on the crest of which his rifle-pits extended, with intervals, from the 
oak timber immediately in my front to the Nashville pike, with a battery 
of four Napoleon and two iron guns placed in position near the woods, 
and about 800 yards from my position. Behind this timber, on the river 
bank, the enemy massed his columns for the movements of the next day. 
Their skirmishers were driven from our immediate front after a sharp 
contest, in which the Nineteenth Illinois* and Seventy-eighth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers displayed admirable efiSciency. The position of my 
command was held under a heavy fire until darkness terminated the 
skirmishing in our front, by which time we had inflicted considerable 
loss upon the enemy. 

In the mean time General Sheridan’s division came up and formed 
line of battle, his left resting on my right, and began to advance, driving 
the enemy until he had passed the center of my right brigade. While 
General Sheridan was in this position, I changed my front slightly, bear- 
ing it more to the left, to avoid masking a portion of Sheridan’s corn- 
naan d. The troops remained in this position, and in order of battle, all 
night, cheerfully enduring the rain and cold, awaiting the morrow^s sun 
to renew the contest. 

Early the next morning, and before the heavy fog had drifted away 
from our front, the enemy in strong force attacked and surprised Gen- 
eral McCook’s right, commencing a general action, which increased in 
intensity toward his left. Sheridan’s division stood its ground man- 
fully, supported by the Eighth Division, repulsing and driving the 
enemy at every advance. The enemy still gained ground on General 
McCook’s right, and succeeded in placing several batteries in position, 
which covered my right. From these and the battery on my left, which 
now opened, the troops were exposed to a converging fire, which was 
most destructive. Houghtaling’s, Schultz’s, Marshall’s, Bush’s, and 
Nell’s batteries were all ordered into action in my front, pouring de- 
structive volleys of grape and shell into thn advancing columns of the 
enemy, mowing him down like swarths of grain. For four hours the 
Eighth Division, with a portion of Sheridan’s and Palmer’s divisions, 
maintained their position amid a murderous storm of lead and iron, 
strewing the ground with their heroic dead. The enemy, maddened to 
desperation by the determined resistance, still pressed forward fresh 
troops, concentrating and forming them in a concentric line on either 
flank. 

By 11 o’clock Sheridan’s men, with their ammunition exhausted, were 
falling back. General Eousseau’s reserve and General Palmer’s divis- 
ion had retired in rear of the cedars to form a new line. The artil- 
lery ammunition was expended 5 that of the infantry reduced to a few 
rounds *, the artillery horses were nearly all killed or wounded 5 my am- 
munition train had been sent back to avoid capture ; a heavy column of 
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the enemy was marching directly to our rear through the cedars 5 com- 
munication with Generals Eosecrans or Thomas was entirely cut off, 
and it was manifestly impossible for my command to hold the position 
without eventually making a hopeless, fruitless sacrifice of the whole 
division. To retire was but to cut our way through the ranks of the 
enemy. The order was given and manfully executed, driving back the 
enemv in front and checking his approaching column in our rear. 

All the regiments in mv command distinguished themselves for their 
coolness and daring, frequently halting and charging the enemy under 
a withering fire of musketry. On approaching General Eousseau^s line, 
the battalion of regulars, under command of Major King, at my request 
«-allantly charged forward to our assistance, sustaining a severe loss in 
officers and men in the effort. Colonels Stanley and Miller now promptly 
reformed their brigades with the remaining portions of the batteries, 
and took position on the new line, as designated by Major-General 
Thomas. ^Shortly afterward the Twenty-ninth Brigade was ordered to 
the left to repel an attack from the enemy^s cavalry on the trains. The 
troops remained in line all night and the next day in order of battle 
until noon, when the division was ordered to the right of General Mc- 
Cook^s line, in expectation of an attack upon his front. 

The next day, January 2 , at 1 p. m., my command was ordered to the 
support of General Crittenden on the left, and took position in the rear 
of the batteries on the west bank of Stoners Eiver. About 3 p. m. a 
strong force of the enemy, with artillery, advanced rapidly u])on Gen- 
eral Van Cleve’s division, which, after sustaining a severe fire for twenty 
or thirty minutes, fell back in considerable disorder, the enemy pressing 
vigorously forward to the river bank. At this important moment the 
Eighth Division was ordered to advance, which it did promptly, the men 
crossing the river and charging up the steep bank with nntiinching 
bravery. 

The Twenty-first, Eighteenth, Sixty-ninth, and Seventy-fourth Ohio, 
Nineteenth Illinois, Eleventh Michigan, Thirty-seventh Indiana, and 
Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Yolunteers displayed their usual proini)t- 
ness and gallantry. 

Four pieces of artillery and a stand of colors, belonging to the Twenty- 
sixth (rebel) Tennessee, w^ere captured at the point of the bayonet, aiid 
a large number of prisoners, the enemy retreating in disorder. 

It is proper to mention here that the artillery practice of Schultz’s, 
Mendenhall’s, Standart’s, Nell’s, Marshall’s, and Stokes’ batteries, which 
were acting temporarily under my orders in this engagement, was highly 
satisfactory, giving the enemy great tribulation. The promptness dis- 
played by Captain Stokes in bringing his battery into action, by my 
orders, and the efficient manner in which it was served, affords addi- 
tional evidence of his marked ability and bravery as an officer and 
patriot. In the same connection I feel permitted to speak in compli- 
mentary terms of the gallant ]\Iorton and his Pioneer Brigade, which 
marched forward under a scathing fire to the support of my division. 

The enemy having fallen back to their iiitrenchments, my division 
recrossed the river and resumed its former position. 

On the evening of the 4th, the Twenty-ninth Brigade was moved for- 
ward to the north bank of Stone’s liiver, near the railroad, as an advance 
force. On the same day General Spears’ First Tennessee Brigade was 
assigned to the Eighth Division. This brigade distinguished itself on 
the evening of the 3d, in a desperate charge on the enemy, a report of 
which is included in General Spears’ report, annexed. 
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On the morning of the 5th I was ordered to take command of the 
advance and pursue the enemy toward Murfreesboro ugh. 

By 9 a. m. the Eighth Division, Colonel Walker’s brigade, Pioneer 
Brigade, and General Stanley’s cavalry force had crossed the river and 
taken possession of Murfreesborough withouthaving met any resistance, 
the rear guard of the enemy retreating on the Manchester and Shelby- 
ville roads, our cavalry pursuing, supported by the Twenty-ninth Bri- 
gade, on the Shelbyville pike, and by Colonel Byrd’s First East Ten- 
nessee Eegiment, on the Manchester pike. 

The rear guard of the enemy (three regiments of cavalry and one 
battery) was overtaken on the Manchester pike, 5 miles from Murfrees- 
borough. Colonel Byrd fearlessly charged this unequal force of the 
enemy, driving him from his position, with a loss of 4 killed and 12 
wounded ; enemy’s loss not ascertained. 

Our army marched quietly into Murfreesborough, the chosen position 
of the enemy, which he was forced to abandon after a series of desper- 
ate engagements. 

The joyful hopes of .traitors have been crushed, treason receiving 
another fatal blow. 

My command enthusiastically join me in expression of admiration oi 
the official conduct of Generals Eosecrans and Thomas. During the 
most eventful periods of the engagements their presence was at the 
point of danger, aiding with their counsels and animating the troops by 
their personal bravery and cool determination. 

I refer to my command with feelings of national pride for the living 
and personal sorrow for the dead. Without a murmur they made 
forced marches over almost impassable roads, through drenching win- 
ter rains, without a change of clothing or blankets, deprived of sleep oi 
repose, constantly on duty for eleven days, living three days on a pint 
of flour and parched corn. Ever vigilant, always ready, sacrificing theii 
lives with a contempt of peril, disiflaying the coolness, determination, 
and high discipline of veterans, they are entitled to our country’s grati 
tude. Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and 
Tennessee may proudly inscribe upon their scrolls of fame the names oi 
the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Eighteenth, Twenty -first 
Sixty-ninth, and Seventy-fourth Ohio, Schultz’s and Marshall’s bat 
teries (Ohio), the Eleventh Michigan, Nineteenth Illinois, Thirty-sev 
enth Indiana, Nell’s section, Kentucky battery, and Spears’ East Ten 
nessee Brigade. 

I respectfully refer to the reports of General Spears, Colonels Mflle] 
and Stanley, which I approve and api)end hereto, for a detailed accoun 
of the part taken by each portion of the command, and for specia 
reference to the meritorious conduct of individuals in their resi)ectiv< 
commands. In addition to which I make honorable mention of thi 
bravery and efficient services rendered by the following-named officeri 
and men, for whom I earnestly request promotion : 

Brigadier-General Spears, commanding East Tennessee Brigade; Col 
T. E. Stanley, Eighteenth Ohio Yolunteers, commanding Twenty-nintl 
Brigade; Ool. John F. Miller, Twenty-ninth Indiana Yolunteers, com 
manding Seventh Brigade ; Gapt. James St. C, Morton, commanding 
Pioneer Brigade; Gapt. James H. Stokes, commanding Chicago Battery 
Maj. John H. King, commanding Fifteenth U. S. Infantry; Captaii 
Bush, commanding Fourth Indiana Battery ; Gapt. W . E. Standart, com 
manding Ohio battery; Gapt. James A. Lowrie, assistant adjutant-gee 
eral. Eighth Division; Lieut. Frederick H. Kennedy, aide-de-camp 
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Capt. Charles T. Wing, assistant quartermaster; Maj.F. H. Gross, med- 
ical director; Capt. James E. Hayden, ordnance officer; Lieutenants 
W. W. Barker, aide-de-camp; Robert H. Cochran, provost-marshal; 
Thomas Biddle, acting assistant commissary of subsistence ; Charles C. 
Cook, acting aide-de-camp ; W. D. Ingraham, topographical engiimer ; 
Capt. Frederick Schultz, Lieuts. Joseph Hein, Battery M, First Ohio 
Artillery: Alexander Marshall, John Orable, Eiobert IX Whittlesey, 
Battery G, First Ohio Artillery ; A. A. Ellsworth, W. H. Spence, ^®lls 
section, Kentucky Artillery; H. Terry, Third Ohio Cavalry ; Sergt. H. 
B. Fletcher, Company K, Nineteenth Hlinois Volunteers; Corpl. B. G. 
Bice, Company K, First Wisconsin Volunteers ; Private J ames A. Sangs- 
tou. Company C, Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers; Sergt. Charles 
Bambour, Company K, Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteers, and Private 
William Longwell, orderly, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry ; Sergt. 
George C. Lee, Corpl. E. H. Dougherty, and Privates Henry Zimmer- 
man, Henry Schwenk, John Higgins, Leon Starr, Daniel Walker, John 
D. McCorkle, Abraham Kepperly, G-eorge Gillen, and John Cunning- 
ham, of the escort. • a. ^ 

The following is an approximate report of -the casualties* oi my com- 
mand during the battles before Murfreesborough, Tenn., December 30 
and 31, 1862, and January 2 and 3, 1863 : 


Command. 

Went into action. 

Lost in action. 

Commissioned officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Horses. 

m 

(4 
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Wounded. 1 

Missing. 

Horses. 

Guns. 

CO 

1 

'53 

1 

1 

O 

1 

1 
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Wounded. 

1 

1 Lost. 
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My command captured from the enemy upward of 400 prisoners, four 
brass pieces of field artillery, and one stand of regimental colors. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. S. KEGLEY, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj. GEonaE E. Elynt, 

Chief of Staff. 


* Bufc see revised statement, p. 211. 
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NTo. 79. 

Iteport of Lieut. Alban A. JEJllsworth^ Heicetfs (Kentucky) battery. 

Hdqrs. Hewett’s Battery, Kentucky Vol. Arty., 

MurfreesborougJiy Tenn., January 12, 1863. 

Sir : Iii obedience to orders received from Headquarters Seventl 
Brigade, Eighth Division, Fourteenth Army Corps,! have the honor t 
make the following report of the part taken by Hewett^s battery, Ker 
tucky Volunteer Artillery, in the recent engagement before Murfrees 
borough, Tenn. : 

On the evening of December 29, 1862, in obedience to orders frori 
General Kegley, I placed the battery in position near the old toll-gate 
and on the right of Battery G, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, com 
manded by Lieutenant Marshall. 

Early on the morning of the 30th, I received orders from Colone 
Miller to move about three-fourths of a mile to the right and froni 
through a dense cedar thicket, and over a rough and newly made roac 
Here I remained partly under cover of the cedars until about 10 a, m, 
when I received orders from General Kegley to move a short distanc 
to the left and front, taking a position fronting an open field, where th 
enemy had a battery of four guns bearing on us. During the day fire< 
about 50 rounds of shell and solid shot at his battery and intrenchment 
without receiving any reply. As night approached, withdrew the bat 
tery and placed it under cover of the wood, where we remained durin, 
the night. 

Early in the morning of the 31st, received orders from Colonel Mille 
to bring my command in position on the left, and near an old log-house 
supported on my right and front by the Twenty-first Ohio Voluntee 
Infantry, where I remained without further orders for about fiftee 
minutes, when, observing the enemy in large column marching on 
battery and some infantry stationed about 300 yards to my left, I opene^ 
an oblique fire on him, and soon discovered him retiring to his intrencl 
ments, where I kept up a brisk and well-directed fire, receiving, at th 
same time, a heavy fire from his artillery for about fifteen or twent, 
minutes, when a cessation occurred. 

I soon after noticed a heavy mass of his infantry moving on our^sui 
port to my right and front, accompanied by a section of artillery, whic 
was brought into position about 500 yards to my right and front ; als 
a section placed to my left and front, at about the same distance 
Here we were subject to a heavy cross-fire of canister. I immediatel 
ordered a return fire of canister, double-shot, firing as rapidly as poss 
ble for about twenty minutes, doing good execution. The enemy wa 
soon seen retiring, and I ordered the use of shell to follow his retrea 
briskly kept up for about fifteen minutes, when the enemy commence 
a well-directed fire from his artillery direct upon my command. Aft( 
shelling him rapidly for about three-fourths of an hour, one of my gur 
(a small rifled gun) was disabled. 1 continued shelling aa rapidly i 
possible for some time after, and finding my horses were fast being crij 
pled by the shells continually exploding in our midst, I ordered a chan^ 
of position of the battery to the left, that I might break the range < 
his artillery, bearing heavily upon us. 

While my order was being executed, I noticed that our infantry an 
artillery were retiring, at the same time that a heavy fire was bein 
poured into our right, and almost into our rear. Eeceiving no ordei 
to retire, made the change of position of the battery to the left, an 
opened nre on the enemy, now fast approaching j but I soon found 
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impossible to do more witbout losing tbe whole battery, and ordered it 
limbered to the rear, and to retire into the cedar thicket, now being cut 
off from the road we came in the day previous. Being principally in 
the rear of our retiring forces, was subject to a heavy fire from the en- 
emy following our retreat, and having all except one horse that moved 
my 6-pounder smooth-bore gun shot, was compelled to leave it 5 also one 
caisson belonging to the 10-pounder Parrott gun, containing about 50 
rounds of ammunition. The remainder of the battery we succeeded in 
saving. Some of the carriages moved out with two horses, having had 
over half my horses killed and crippled. Pired during the day 493 
rounds of ammunition, losing 2 men killed and 1 wounded. 

Early on the morning of January 1, reported to General JNegley the 
Parrott gun, and sent it on the field in charge of Lieutenant Spence. I 
then took the remainder of the battery, now unserviceable, to the rear; 
at the same time procuring 22 rounds of Parrott ammunition, and was 
subsequently ordered to move the unserviceable portion of the battery 
to Kashville, which I did, and immediately returned ; but, while on the 
road, was attacked, and lost the rear chests of one caisson. 

Lieutenant Spence was placed on the left center for a short time ; then 
receiving orders to move to the right and take position with Marshall’s 
battery, where he remained until about 12 m. January 2, when ordered 
to move to the left center and take position as on the day previous. 

About 4 p. m. a heavy force of the enemy was discovered moving on 
our left and front, driving in our skirmishers. He immediately ordered 
shell to be fired into him as rapidly as possible, and at the same time 
receiving a heavy cross-fire from the enemy’s artillery. Kot long after 
the batteries on his right and left retired, and retired about 40 yards to 
the rear ; found that the limber contained about 10 rounds of shell and 
few canister; immediately ordered the gun to its former position, using 
all the shell, and reporting the same to Captain Lowrie ; was ordered 
to remain and use the canister in case a second attack was made ; but 
the enemy being repulsed and driven beyond their intreuchments, he 
retired, moving the gun about one-fourth of a mile to the rear. Forty- 
two rounds of ammunition were expended, receiving little damage, 
except a few horses wounded. 

On the morning of the 3d, I failed to procure ammunition, and re- 
mained as on the night previous. 

Early on the morning of the 4th, procured 75 rounds of ammunition, 
and reported to Colonel Miller, who ordered me to move to the left cen- 
ter, and placed my gun in position with Marshall’s battery. 

About 3 p. m., was ordered to advance on Murfreesborough, and moved 
about 1 mile and remained during the night. 

Early on the morning of the 5th, forded the river and passed through 
IMurfreesborough. 

I take great pleasure in referring to the valuable assistance rendered 
i>y Lieutenant Spence, whose heroic bravery inspired the men with cour- 
age, and his conduct is deserving of public commendation. 

My non-commissioned officers and privates deported themselves like 
veterans who fight for the cause of their country. 

Our loss in killed was 2— Godfrey Hautt, TNinth Ohio Volunteer In- 
fantry, on detached duty with the battery, and Lewis Sagei's, Seventy- 
eighth Pennsylvania, on detached duty with the battery; wounded, 1— 
Milton Crawhorn. 

A. A. ELLSWOETH, 

Lieutenant^ Cojndff* SeweWs Mattery^ Kentucky Yol. ATtillery, 

H. M. Cist, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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m. 80. 

Report of Lieut, Alexander Marshall^ Battery First Ohio Light A rtilleri 

Hdqrs. Battery G, First Ohio Yol. Artillery, 

Murfreesborough, Tenn.^ January 11, 1863. 

Sir : 111 obedience to orders from Headquarters Seventh Brigadt 
Eighth Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, I have the honor to repor 
the part taken by Battery G, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, in the lat 
engagement before Murtreesborough, Tenn. 

On the morning of December 20, 1862, the battery was ordered ou 
on a reconnaissance. Leaving the Murfreesborough pike at Stewarts 
borough, followed up Stewart’s Creek 1 mile ; discovered the enemy’ 
cavalry in the woods on the opposite side of the creek ; fired 12 round 
from rifled 12 pounder, causing them to disperse. 

We then moved forward and to the right, taking position as indicated 
until 2 p. m., when we crossed the creek with the brigade, advancing o 
a by-road running nearly parallel with the Murfreesborough pike. Entei 
iug the pike at Wilson’s Creek, about 5 miles from Mur&eesborougl 
advanced ou the pike 2J miles ; took position on a slight elevation o" 
the right of the pike, where we remained during the night, with horse 
harnessed and hitched in. 

At daylight on the 30th, per order of Colonel Miller, moved abou 
three-fourths of a mile to the right and front over a new and rocky roa< 
through a cedar thicket. Eemained in this vicinity during the daj 
occupying several positions in a narrow corn-field and in the thickei 
within range of the enemy’s’ battery and rifle-pit, located in an ope 
field in front. 

At 4 p. m., fired about 50 rounds, shelling the woods on our right o( 
cupied by the enemy’s skirmishers, whose fire was severe ; also th 
battery and rifle-pit in front. Some of our shells falling into the rifle 
pit caused considerable scattering. We remained in this position i 
the corn-field during the night. We elicited no reply from the enemy' 
battery during the whole day. 

At 6 p. m., removed the right section out on the right of the sectio 
in the corn-field, and remained in this position, hitched in, during th 
night. 

At daylight of the 31st, opened with the four guns stationed in th 
corn-field, shelling the woods to the right and the battery and rifle-p 
in front, as the night before. About 8 a. m., moved the center sectio 
down to the left about 40 rods, taking position near two log-house 
in rear of the corn-field, a dense thicket across the corn-field directly i 
front, open country to the left and front, where the enemy was in pos 
tion. Eemained in this position about thirty minutes without firing 
then moved this section up and took position in center of the batter;; 
worked the battery till about 11 a. m. The enemy up to this time fire 
but few rounds from their batteries in our front, firing being mostl 
from their skirmishers in the woods, when, in obedience to Colons 
Miller’s order, moved to the right; partially changed front. The ba 
teries of the enemy opened over the advancing infantry a heavy fii 
before we had fairly got into position. Ordered caissons under shelt< 
a short distance in the rear, and opened upon the rapidly advancin 
enemy with canister. As our support advanced, we moved our piec< 
forward by hand and worked them as rapidly as possible. 

One of our 12-pounder howitzers being disabled, the trail having bee 
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cut nearly off by a shot, ordered it to tbe rear. Went to work with 
canister, the enemy advancing in the woods close upon us. As our in- 
fantry support advanced we advanced our pieces by hand to the fence 
close to the woods, that we might hold an interval in their lines, and 
continued firing canister as fast as possible. During this time our horses 
were suffering severely from fire from the enemy; had them replaced 
by the teams from battery and forge wagon, which I had ordered up the 
day before, leaving the battery and forge wagon miles in the rear, in 
charge of artificers. All of ray spare horses were soon used up and 
several taken from the caissons. Had 3 men killed and several wounded. 

Saw the enemy moving down the open field in masses on our left flank, 
and firing extending far to our rear on our right flank, and one of our 
12-pounder rifles having a shot wedged and but three horses remaining, 
I ordered Lieutenant Orable to take the two disabled pieces and cais- 
sons to the rear through the cedai‘ swamp, and ordered the remaining 
four pieces to fix ptolonge, to fire retiring. The enemy had already been 
twice repulsed, when they moved upon both our flanks and front with 
renewed ranks and vigor, which caused our support to give way. I 
ordered the battery to retire to the woods in our rear, two pieces having 
but three horses and two four horses each. 

My own, Lieutenant Whittlesey^s, and one sergeant’s horse were 
killed; three of the guns moved off as ordered; prolonge of the left 
piece, 12-pounder Wiard, broken; at the same time the lead rider was 
shot; the gunner mounted his team, when the off wheel horse was 
killed and the off lead horse wounded, which prevented us from using 
the limber. I then ordered a limber of one of the pieces already in the 
woods out, to draw the remaining 12-pounder off the field into the woods. 

We had no sooner started back when I found the right and center of 
the brigade had fallen back, and the left (Twenty-first Ohio) was coming 
in, leaving the pieces about 40 yards outside of our lines, between us and 
the enemy, which was fast closing in on us, with a heavy fire. Saw that 
it was impossible to reach the gun. I ordered the limber back and gun 
limbered up; moved back through the cedar swamp in rear of brigade. 
There being no road, I was considerably bothered to work my way 
through. As the brigade was moving rapidly and the enemy pressing 
close upon us, two more of my wheel horses were shot and one rider, 
when I was obliged to leave two more guns, having but one wheel and 
middle horse on each piece. Sergeant Farwell, together with Sergeant 
Bills, took the remaining piece, passed the pieces left, and worked their 
way through and took position on the right of Captain Stokes’ battery, 
where I found them and went to work, using up the balance of our am- 
munition— about 40 rounds. 

As soon as joining this piece I sent to inform Lieutenant Orable where 
I was, and to get that portion of the battery which had succeeded in get- 
ting out, together with the battery and forge wagon, which was a short 
distance in the rear. After expending the ammunition of the piece I 
was with, moved to the rear, and left it in charge of Lieutenant Whit- 
tlesey, with the battery and forge wagon. 1 then proceeded to find 
Colonel Barnett or Lieutenant Edson, in relation to ammunition, when 
1 met Lieutenant Orable, who informed me that our piece and four cais- 
sons had moved up the pike. I ordered him to have the carriages all 
halted, and to send back the 0-pounder ammunition. After waiting 
some time, sent my orderly back to hurry up the 6-pounder ammunition. 

At dark, moved over to the left of the railroad, and remained during 
the night with the First Kentucky Battery, Lieutenant Ellsworth com- 
manding, having previously reported to General Kegley and Colonel 
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Miller the condition of the battery, and where I was 5 was ordered t< 
remain in that vicinity. 

Early on the morning of January 1, 1 proceeded out the pike 5 met ser 
geant with the 6-pounder caisson, who had been unable the night pre 
vious to find the gun. Sent sergeant forward with the caisson, whei 
the piece in command of Lieutenant Whittlesey moved up and tool 
position on the left of Captain Schultz’s battery, in an open field on tin 
left center, joining General Crittenden’s corps. I soon met Lieutenan 
Crable with the 12-pounder howitzer, who informed me that when hi 
came up with the 12-pounder howitzer, the afternoon of the 31st, thi 
enemy was about making a charge upon our transportation, when hi 
placed the piece in position, fired 15 rounds of shell, doing good execu 
tion, where he remained during the night with a brigade of cavalry. 

I found that our loss for December 31, 1862, summed up 43 horses, ^ 
guns, 3 limbers, 2 caissons and limbers ; 3 men killed, 8 wounded, anc 
12 missing. I then moved the 12-pounder howitzer to the front and tool 
position with the other piece. Eeceiving 50 rounds for howitzer and 8< 
rounds for 6-pounder Wiard, immediately reported to Colonel Miller 
commanding brigade, and General Negley, commanding division. 

About 10.30, shifted our position about 200 yards to our fi:ont anc 
left 5 remained in this position about an hour, when we received order£ 
to move immediately to the right, across the pike, into a cedar thicket 
and took position in center of Missouri battery. 

About 3 p. m., was ordered to move with division to the rear anc 
right ; finally took position in corn-field on the extreme right, in com 
pany with Captains Standart’s, Schultz’s, and Ellsworth’s batteries 
(fixed prolonge), where we remained until dark, when we moved bad 
close to the pike under cover of an elevation, where we remained during 
the night. 

At daylight on the morning of January 2, again moved up on th< 
elevation. At about 12 m., received orders to move over and take posi 
tion on left center, same as day previous. The skirmishers kept up £ 
lively fire along our front until 4 p. m., when I observed the enemy mov 
ing in masses through the open country on the opposite side of the river 
on our left and front, driving back our forces on the opposite side of th( 
river, when we commenced shelling them as fast as possible, receivini 
a cross-fire from the enemy’s artillery. Soon Captain Schultz’s on om 
left, and Captain Swallow’s batteries on our right, fell back. I thei 
ordered prolonge fixed, and retired about 40 yards 5 commenced firing 
when I had 1 man and 3 horses killed on the piece. At the same tim< 
the enemy was repulsed, and the ground retaken. 

January 3, held the same position as the day previous ; fired severa 
rounds on the enemy, shelling the woods to the right and front as ou 
men advanced. 

Late on January 4, advanced with the division on Murfreesborougl 
pike about 1 mile ; encamped on the right of pike. Early on the morn 
ing of the 5th, forded the river and passed through Murfreesborough 

Our losses are:* Horses killed, 34 5 horses captured by the enemy 
12. Total horses killed and captured, 46. 

I take pleasure in referring to the valuable assistance rendered m< 
by Lieutenants Crable and Whittlesey. Their gallant and heroic bear 
ing not only inspired the men with courage, but is deserving of publii 
commendation. 

Orderly Sergeant Sliney and Sergeants Bills, Farwell, and Mitche^ 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 211. 
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by their promptness in the execution of orders, and by their iinflinchin 
courage in scenes of danger, merit particular mention. Others in th 
command evinced soldierly qualities of no common order. To rnentio 
their names might seem invidious. 

1 wish to make special mention of Quartermaster Treat, who showe 
great energy and perseverance in keeping the men supplied with ration 
during the severe weather of seven days that we were separated by mile 
from our transportation, and his promptness in looking after, coliectin 
together, and reporting to me property and men, which in the coufusio 
of falling back had sei)arated from the command. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

ALEXANDEE MAESHALL, 
Lieutenant^ Gomdg. Battery (?, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery. 

H. M. Cist, 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Xo. 81. 

Ee^ort of Brig. Gen. James G. Spears, U. S. Army, commanding Fin 
Brigade, of operations January 2-9. 

[Ieadquautees Eii^st Tennessee Eiuciade, 
Hawthorn^, near Murfreeshorough, Tcnn., January 9, 1893. 

General : I herewith beg leave to submit the following repoi't, whic 
is intended to embrace the action of the troops under my command froi 
the 2d instant up to the present date : 

At 12 m. on January 2, 1SG3, when at Xashville,Tenn., I was ordere 
by Brigadier-General Johnson, military governor of the State, to imim 
diately take command of the First and Second East Tennessee Vohn 
teer Infantry, and such other troops as would bo assigned me by Brigj 
dier*General Mitchell, commanding post, whicli were the Fourteent 
Michigan Volunteer' Infantry, about 300 men strong, commanded b, 

Captain ; the Eighty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Colom 

Moore commanding, 350 to 400 men strong, together with two section 
of the Tenth Wisconsin Battery, commanded by Captain Beebe, and 

company of cavalry, under Lieutenant ; also Colonel Pickeni* 

commanding 300 mounted volunteers of the Third Tennessee Cavali\> 
which forces were placed under my command for the puri)ose of col: 
ducting and protecting a train of 303 wagons, loaded with commissar, 
stores for the army, then before Murfreesborough. 

I assumed command of the said forces at the junction of Market strec 
and Murfreesborough pike at 5 p. m., at which place I took n]> the lin 
of march, throwing out skirmishers and otherwise disposing the force 
under my command in such manner as 1 believed would best protec 
the train. 

After marching all night I reported myself and command at Ma-joi 
General Eosecrans’ headquarters at 5 o^clock on the morning of the 3< 
instant, and by his order turned over the train to his commissary. 

Major-General Eosecrans then ordered me to report to General Me 
Cook, which I complied with, and, after I’eceiving orders and instruc 
tions from General McCook, I placed the artillery under my commam 

position, drew up the infantry in lino of battle, and the enemy fail 
maikto make any demonstrations in front, on the right wing, we stacker 
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arms and took refreshments. At this time I was ordered by General 
Eosecrans to turn the cavalry in my command over to General Stanley, 
which was done. 

The skirmishing in front of General Thomas^ division becoming heav^'. 
I was ordered by General Eosecrans to change my position and report 
to General Thomas, which 1 did, and by his order took a position in 
front of his division, relieving troops that had held said position during 
the night. 

I received further orders from General Thomas to place my artiller;^ 
in reserve, and to throw up an intrenchment with my force, in doing 
which two of my men, privates in the First and Second East Tennessee 
Eegiments, were wounded. 

I was also authorized by General Thomas^ if I thought proper, tc 
throw out skirmishers, consisting of three or four companies, and retake 
and drive the enemy from a piece of woods in our front. 

After my force had finished the intrenchments, I was informed by ar 
aide of General Eousseau that he would co-operate with me in throwing 
out skirmishers and in retaking the woods, and driving the enemy from 
the same, as soon as the artillery had begun shelling the woods, whicL 
was to be the signal for advance. In accordance to this, I threw out 
twO' companies (Company A, Captain Duncan, and Company B, Captair 
Sawyers) from the First East Tennessee Eegiment 5 also Company A, 
Captain Marney, of the Second East Tennessee Eegiment, and one com' 
pany of the Eighty-fifth Illinois, and one company of the Fourteenti 
Michigan, as skirmishers, at the same time that skirmishers were throwr 
out from General Eousseau^s division. 

Shortly after sundown, the signal w'as given by shelling the woods, anc 
the skirmishers advanced. The skirmishing becoming heavy, my force 
advancing in front and General Eousseau’s upon the right, it was sooi 
discovered, as they approached the woods- that the enemy were there 
in strong force, and intended to maintain his position with the greatesi 
obstinacy — so much so that I thought fit to order up Lieutenant-Oolone 
Melton, commanding Second East Tennessee Eegiment, to support the 
skirmishers in front. By this time the skirmishers had driven the en 
emy back and gained the edge of the woods. Colonel Melton waj 
ordered to advance as near as possible to the woods, and then to ordei 
his men to lie flat on the ground. By that time darkness had set in. : 
ordered Colonel Byrd, with the First East Tennessee Eegiment, to tak( 
his position behind the intrenchments, while I ordered Lieutenant-Colo 
nel Phillips, of the same regiment, to take command of the Fourteenti 
Michigan Eegiment, and to flank the enemy upon the left and rear, an( 
1 ordered the skirmishers to withdraw in good order and retreat behin( 
the Second East Tennessee Eegiment, which, at this time, was pouring 
a galling fire into the enemy, while a hot fire was kept up by Genera 
Eousseau’s skirmishers on the right and from the Michigan regimen 
on the left, which was kept up until the enemy abandoned his position 
being completely routed. The engagem ent lasted from 6 to near 8 o’clock 
during most of which time Major-General Thomas was a spectator 01 
the field. I then ordered my forces to retire behind the intrenchments 
throwing an advance picket forward to hold the position we had taken 

The force under my command in this engagement was composed 0 
regiments and parts of regiments : Of the First Eegiment East Ten 
nesseeYolunteer Infantry, 400 men;, of the Second Eegiment East Ten 
uessee Volunteer Infantry, 400 men ; of the Fourteenth Eegiment Mich 
igan Volunteer Infantry, 300 men ; of the Eighty-fifth Eegiment Ulinoii 
Volunteer Infantry, 350 men. 

27 R E-^-VOL XX, PT I 
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The Joss in my command of Tennessee troops was 4 wounded from the 
First Eegiment and 7 wounded Irom the Second Eegiment East Ten- 
nessee Volunteers. ijTone killed or missing. The Fourteenth Eegiment 
Micliigan Volunteers, commanded by Lieutenant-Oolonel Phillips, of the 
First East Tennessee, reported 2 killed and 3 wounded. The regiment 
left for Nashville as soon as the engagement was over, with the Eighty- 
fifth Illinois Eegiment, which, during the engagement, was held in re- 
serve and had no casualties. 

^Nineteen prisoners were taken and sent to corps headquarters. The 
loss of the enemy is not known, but said to be considerable, his strength 
being variously estimated at from one to two brigades. 

On the morning of the 4th instant, I received an order from Major- 
General Eosecrans informing me that I, together with my command, had 
been permanently attached to the Eighth Division, commanded by Brig- 
adier-General Kegley. 

On the evening of the same day, I was ordered by General l^Tegley to 
hold myself in readiness to march at a moment’s warning. 

At 10 o’clock at night, I received an order from General ISTegley to 
order one of my regiments to report to Colonel Miller, commanding 
Seventh Brigade, for picket duty, which order was complied with by 
sending forward Lieutenant-Colonel Melton, in command of the Second 
East Tennessee Eegiment, at 1 a. m. on the oth. 

On the morning of the 5th, I received a verbal order from General 
ISTegley to immediately move forward with the remaining force under my 
command, consisting of the First East Tennessee Infantry, Col. E. K. 
Byrd, and Sixth East Tennessee Infantry, Col. Joseph A. Cooper; also 
two sections of a battery (Tenth Wisconsin) commanded by Captain 
Beebe, and support Colonel Miller, who was in advance, engaged in 
building a bridge over Stone’s Eiver for the purpose of crossing infantry, 
the rai&oad bridge having been burned and injured by the enemy to 
such an extent as to render it unsafe. Being detained, Colonel Byrd 
and Colonel Cooper set their men to repairing the railroad bridge, and 
crossed about the same time that Colonel Miller’s rear crossed the other 
bridge, marching through the town of Murfreesborough, with my force 
in rear of Colonel Miller’s brigade. I was there ordered by General 
Kegley to take and occupy a position near the crest of the ridge on the 
Manchester pike, which position I now occupy. 

In the mean time, the cavalry having advanced upon the rear of the 
enemy then in our front, and the skirmishing becoming heavy, I was 
ordered by General IS'egley to support the cavalry with one regiment of 
infantry and one section of artillery, which I did by immediately order- 
ing Colonel Byrd’s regiment of East Tennessee, 400 strong, and Cap- 
tain Beebe, with one section of artillery, to go forward and report to 
Brigadier-General Stanley, commanding the cavalry in front. 

The enemy had retreated to a point in the woods near the Manchester 
pike, 5 miles from Murfreesborough, where they had stopped and formed 
line of battle. 

On the arrival of Colonel Byrd’s and Captain Beebe’s commands, a 
sharp fight took place, both sides using artillery and small-arms, which 
resulted in a complete rout of the enemy, not, however, without some 
loss to us. Colonel Byrd losing 3 killed and 12 wounded, mostly slight. 

About the time the fight was going on between our infantry and cav- 
alry force of the enemy, 1 received a verbal order from General I^egley 
to advance to the j^ont with the remaining force under my command, 
which I did as rapidly us possible ; but before I could arrive on the 
battle-field General Stanley, with his brigade of cavalry, and Colonel 
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Byrd, with his gallant Tennesseeans, aided hj Captain Beebe's shells, 
had succeeded in driving the enemy, so that not one could be seen. 

All the troops under my command behaved well, and Col. E. K. Byrd, 
of the First East Tennessee, and Lieutenant-Colonel Phillips, of the same 
regiment, are both said to have distinguished themselves, Colonel Byrd 
having his horse shot and wounded, and several balls passing through 
his clothes. Several x»risoners were taken. 

The loss of the enemy has since proved to be some 30 in killed, besides 
wounded, which he took oft. 

The two sections of the Tenth TVisconsin Battery were not permanently 
attached to my command, and have since been ordered back to Nash- 
ville. 

Herewith I inclose the reports of Colonel Cooper, Sixth Eait-t Ten- 
nessee Eegiment Volunteer Infantry, describing the march from Nash- 
ville to this point, and his encounter with the enemy on his way. 

The following is a list of casualties: Went into action, commissioned 
officers, 6C ; enlisted men, 734 j horses, 8. Lost in action, killed, en- 
listed men, 3 ; wounded, commissioned officers, 1 ; enlisted men, 22 ; 
Horses, wounded, 1. The Fourteenth Michigan and Eighty-fifth Illinois, 
which were ordered out of my command immediately after the action, 
I have no reports of. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G. SPEAES, 

Brigadier-General^ Gonimanding First Tennessee Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. J. S. Negley, 

Commanding Eighth Division, Fourteenth Army Corjgs. 


No. 82. 

Eeijort of Col Joseph A. Cooper, Sixth Tennessee Infantry, of shinnish at 

Cojfs Hill 


Headquarters Sixth East Tennessee Volunteers, 

Camp near Murfreeshorotigh, Tenn., January 9, 1853. 
Sir : Permit me to submit this my official report of the march of my 
regiment from Nashville to Murfreesborough, in obedience to Special 
Orders, No. 8, as follows : 


Special Orders, ? Hdqrs. Pirst Brigade, Texjstessee \ oluxteers, 

jfo. 8. 5 Xa8hviUe,T£nn.jJanuarij 3, IS6^. 

Colonel Cooper, with Ins entire command for duty, will at once take up the line of 
inarch upon the Murfreeshorough pike. They will take two days^ rations. They will 
report on said road to Col. Daniel McCook. 

Bv command of General Spears : 

i ^ trewhitt, 

Ai-iulstant Adjatant-General 


Complying with the above order, we took up the line of march at 8 
o’clock. We marched out to the junction of the pike, where we lay in 
the rain about three hours, waiting for the commanding officer, Col. 
Daniel McCook. He arrived about 12 o'clock, and gave the following 
order : 

Tlie regiments in nilvauce of you will marcU iu trout witU the regiment ot reg- 
ular c.i,valry, all except .W ; the remaiuiug .'iO will act as rear guard for the whole. 
Your regiment, the Sixth East Tennessee, will march immediately iu rear of the tram. 

We then took up the line of march to Murfreesborough. We marched, 
without halting, about 6 miles, arriving this side the lunatic asylum. 
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There we, together with a part of the Second East Tennessee Cavalry, 
which had come uj) with us, met a body of the enemy. The cavalry, 
filing to the right, engaged the enemy, who consisted of two or three 
regiments of cavalry, supported by a small piece of artillery. The cav- 
alry fired one or two rounds and fled in confusion, running through the 
trains. 

Just previous to this occurrence, I received orders from Colonel Mc- 
Cook to move my regiment forward, on the left, to the loss of the rise, [s^c.] 
I moved forward in double-quick, gaming the point designated just in 
time to arrest the charge of the enemy. I engaged the enemy in a smart 
skirmish for some ten or fifteen minutes, killing some 6 or 8, wounding 
several, and capturing 10 prisoners. I met the enemy and repulsed 
them without assistance from the front. Immediately after the skirmish 
a battalion of infantry came up on the left, and assisted us in holding 
the position. We met the enemy and whipped them without the loss of 
a man, either in killed, wounded, or missing. My men acted with great 
coolness and bravery. 

The train was soon reorganized, and we were again on the march. 
We arrived at La Yergne without interruption. At that point the two 
regiments in advance and the battalion, which came up during the skir- 
mish, were mounted on the train, leaving my command on foot in rear 
of the train. I rode forward and asked Colonel McCook what I should 
do. He first said I had better encamp there with my command. I 
then told him it was ‘^most too far from shore for me -to cast anchor.^^ 
He then ordered me to march on as fast as I could on foot, so that if 
they were attacked we could come up to their assistance, and said ‘‘he 
was ordered to go through that night.” I obeyed said order, keeping 
in my rear the 100 cavalry first mentioned and a portion of the Second 
East Tennessee Cavalry until we arrived inside the lines. I then halted, 
let the cavalry pass, and went into camp for the night. 

NText morning at daylight I took the line of march and marched to 
headquarters of Major-General Eosecrans, where I reported to Brig. 
Gen. James G. Spears. 

I had in all when I went to the skirmish, and also when it ended, 
present, 12 commissioned officers and 213 enlisted men. 

AQ of the above I respectfully submit. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH A. COOPEE, 
Colonel Sixth Hast Tennessee Infantry. 

Capt. D. C. Tbewhitt, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.^ First Brigade^ Fast Tennessee Yols. 


No. 83. 

Eejgort of Col Timothy E. Stanley^ Fighteenth Ohio Infantry^ com- 
manding Second^Brigade. 

Headquarters Twtenty-ninth Bbiuade, 
Battle-field^ near Murfreeshoroughy Tenn.y January 4, 1863. 
Sir : Before the smoke of battle is over, and while the dead lie un- 
interred, I desire to make the following important report: 

On the 30th of December the Eighth Division occupied the extreme 
right of the advance of the army at this j>oint, my brigade occupying 
the right. The enemy were in our immediate front and extending to 
our right. It was expected that General McCook would occupy our 
right and first engage the enemy there. I directed Colonel Scott, with 
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his regiment (Kiiieieeuth Illinois), as skirmishers, to protect our right 
flank, but not to bring on an engagement, as you had orders not to do 
so at that time. It, however, became necessary to occupy some build- 
ings in a field, from which we were annoyed by the enemy, and Colonel 
Scott drove them from the place and afterward held it. We were then 
annoyed from a barn and brick-kiln in our advance and right, and Colo- 
nel Scott charged and drove them away. Quite a number of the enemy 
were killed in these skirmishes and some two or three of our men. 

During the day General McCook came up on our right and sharply 
engaged the enemy. At night we lay on our arms, and early on the 
morning of December 31 our skirmishers advanced and drove the ene- 
my^s stomishers partly through the woods in our front, and General 
McCook engaged them on our right, but eventually fell back, and then 
a very heavy force was precipitated on our front and right, and on the 
Seventh Brigade, to my left. This in:^ntry force was supported by a 
battery bn our front and one in intrenchments on our left, and the fire 
was very severe ; but the brigade (as also did the Seventh Brigade, on 
my left) sustained the fire without falling back, and poured such a well- 
directed fire upon the enemy that they faltered, and their ranks were 
thin and stayed 5 but the troops on our right and left had fallen back 
so far as to bring the enemy on three sides of us and fast closing on our 
rear. At this time General Negley directed the division to cut its way 
through, to join our other troops in the rear. This we did in good order, 
halting at two points and checking the enemy by a well-directed fire, 
which by this time they had learned to fear. 

After we had formed*^ in line behind the crest of a hill, an officer from 
another division rode to the front of the Eighteenth Ohio and ordered 
them forward, himself leading the way, and made the charge upon the 
enemy in the woods 5 but the enemy was so strong there that the regi- 
ment was compelled to fall back with heavy loss. As soon, however, 
as I saw the move, I called upon the Eleventh Michigan to follow me to 
their support, which they did most gallantly ; ^ut I soon called them 
off, as they had no support and the fire was murderous. I exceedingly 
regretted this order from an officer not having command over me, and 
without consulting yourself or me. Many of my men were left on the 
field. , ^ ^ 

Early in the action of this day I discovered that Colonel CassiUy, of 
the Sixty -ninth Ohio Volunteers, was so drunk as to be unfitted to com- 
mand, and I ordered him to the rear in arrest, and placed Major Hickcox 
in command, who soon after was injured by the concussion of a shell, so 
as to be unfit for duty, and thus the regiment was left without a com- 
mander. I, however, knew nothing of this for some time after ; but 
members of my staff found them scattering, rallied them, and directed 
the senior officer present, Captain Putnam, to take command. Captain 
Brigham, the senior captain of the regiment, had been out with skir- 
mishers, and was not at this time with the regiment. The regiment did 
but little service iu the action, but the company officers did what they 
could, and in that way helped us some. 

I recommend the dismissal of Colonel Cassilly from the service. I 
cannot for a moment tolerate or pass over such flagrant conduct. I saw 
nothing of him after the action, but have learned that he was wounded 
and has gone to Kashville. A man who will come to the field of battle, 
having the lives of so many in his keeping, in such a situation, no mat- 
ter what his social position, is totally unfit for any command. 

On January 2, the enemy attacked the left flank of our army in strong 
force of infantry and artillery, and soon drove our scattered forces to 
the rear. General Roeecrans and. General Kegley were both on the 
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ground occupied by tbe Eigiith Division, and ordered lay brigade for- 
ward across Stone’s Eiver to stay the advaucing forces. This was done 
with a will, the Nineteenth Illinois leading, accompanied by the Seventh 
Brigade. They met the enemy with cheers, and with such determina- 
tion that very soon the enemy gave way, followed closely by us, and 
were driven from every position up the hill through the woods, and 
tliroiigh an open field to woods beyond. 

In this gallant charge my brigade charged a battery and took three 
brass pieces. We occupied the field, and soon re-enforcements came to 
our relief, but it was nearly dark, and I did not deem it prudent to advance 
farther without orders, as there was a battery in the woods beyond, 
which took effect upon us at short range. I here rallied my men and 
formed a little in rear of the crest of the hill. It was now about dark, 
and upon your order I withdrew my command to our former position. 

In this engagement, as also in the one of December 31, the Seventh 
Brigade acted in concert with my own, and sometimes the two,* to some 
extent, were intermingled, but fought together without confusion, and 
thus the troops from Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michi- 
gan stood side by side, each vying with the other in the conflict. 

With the exception of Colonel Cassilly, I know of no conduct worthy 
of censure, but much to commend. They acted with that bravery ex- 
pected of well-disciplined troops fighting in a just cause. They stood 
manfully and bravely the appalling fire of a much larger force, anddn 
the last engagement met and repulsed the enemy in superior force, 
elated with a supposed victory. The oflicers and men, almost without 
exception, behaved with the most determined bravery. 

Colonel Stoughton, of the Eleventh Michigan, was in the thickest of 
the fi^ght, encouraging his men, and throughout both engagements acted 
with the most distinguished gallantry. Good, judgment was also dis- 
played by him in rallying his own men and others of my brigade at the 
crest of the hill in the last engagement, during my temporary absence 
on another part of the field. Colonel Scott, of the Nineteenth Illinois, 
was also where danger was most imminent, and by his coolness and 
bravery aided his regiment in their gallant defense the first day, and 
charge, the second. He was seriously wounded in the second engage- 
ment, and carried off the field cheering and encouraging his men. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Given, of the Eighteenth Ohio, was also at his 
post, and the thinned ranks of that regiment show how well they ex- 
posed themselves to the missiles of the enemy. He was cool, brave, and 
judicious. 

Those officers, by their coolness and bravery, as well as good judg- 
ment and promptness of action, aided me in all my orders, and thus, by 
combined action and cool bravery, the brigade sustained the most de- 
termined shocks and repulsed the enemy at all points. 

It would be invidious in me more particularly to specify individual 
cases of bravery. Where all do well it is hard to particularize. 

It is but just, however, to speak in commendation of Captain Brig- 
ham, of the Sixty -ninth Ohio. Under his leadership a part of the regi- 
ment was in front of the battle in the last engagement, and behaved 
most gallantly. Tbe regiment is a good one, and only needed a leader 
the first day to have taken a more active part in that engagement. 

The members of my staff, Lieutenants Bishop, Temple, Platt, Sweeny, 
Karick, and Cunningham, all were prompt and efficient in carrying my 
orders and aiding me, no matter what the danger. The same may also 
be said of my orderlies and clerks. Coffin, Mercer, and Adams, and A gne w 
and Eiley, who were prompt and efficient. 

I deem it but an act of simple justice to say of our division commander 
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llaat in all lie vras cool, prudent, and determined. In the first engage- 
ment, when we were surrounded on all sides by the enemy (the right and 
left having retired far to our rear), he said to me, “ We must cut our 
way through,” and gallantly led the division for that purpose; but the 
enemy wisely opened a way for us, and only closed upon us at a respect- 
ful distance. If we have acQuitted ourselves with honor, much of it is 
due to his careful training, his cool self-possession, and the confidence 
we all feel in him. 

Surgeons Bogue, Johnson, and Elliott, and their assistants, rendered 
all the ^d in their power in alleviating the sufferings of the wounded. 
It is claimed by some of my men that the Nineteenth Illinois took the 
enemy’s colors on the second day. The same is also claimed by the 
Seventh Brigade. Suffice it to say that the colors were taken, the two 
brigades acting in concert. And while I desire for my brigade all credit 
for gallantry, I would not in the least detract from the other, which was 
side by side with us. 

In these engagements many of my valuable officers and men were kiiieii 
and wounded. 

Our thinned ranks show how well they faced the enemy. The last 
engagement was against the enemy’s best troops in superior force. They 
had never before been beaten, but now they were driven in confusion, 
leaving hundreds of their dead and dying on the field. 

■ Captain Schultz, with his battery, rendered me efficient service, and was 
ready and enthusiastic in executing my orders. He did his duty well. 
On the first day one of his pieces became entangled in the woods, and 
was abandoned. We more than compensated this loss the second day. 

I append a list of the casualties, and propose hereafter to make a more 
detailed report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T, E. STANLEY, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. James A. Lowbie, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen, and Chief of Staff, Eighth Division, 


Headquaetebs Twenty-ninth Brigade, 
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, 3863- 



EespectfuUy su’bniitted. 

M. D. Temple, 

Idmtenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant’Gmeral. 

* bS see revisSf p. w. 


[T- R. STAJTLBT,] 
Oolond,y OcrntnamAing. 
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Headquarters Second Brigade, 

Second Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, 

Murfreeshorotigli^ March — , 1863. 

His Excellency Governor Blair, Michigan : 

Sir : I deem it but an act of simple justice to an efficient and brave 
officer to say to you, as the Governor of the State from which he comes, 
what I have said in my official report of Col. William L. Stoughton, 
commanding the Eleventh Michigan, a part of my brigade. In the late 
battles of Stone’s Eiver, General ISTegley’s division, of which my brigade 
was the right, on Wednesday, the 31st December, and Friday, the 2d 
January, was placed in prominent and important positions, and nobly 
and heroically acted its part. 

On Tuesday, the 30th, we had some severe skirmishing, first by the 
Mneteenth Illinois and Eighteenth Ohio, the last relieved by the Elev- 
enth Michigan. Each regiment had men killed and wounded on that 
day, and well sustained its position. Tuesday night the Eleventh 
was detailed by me for most arduous and important duty — the care of 
the extreme front in face of the enemy. I gave the matter wholly into 
the hands of Colonel Stoughton, and during all that cold, bitter night 
he watched, and, with his regiment, without fires, kept the front, and 
were not nor could they have been surprised. 3n the morning they 
were relieved, but only to be soon called again into more terrible con- 
flicts. In that terrible carnage — death, bull-dog fighting — my brigade 
bore a conspicuous part, being uncovered on our right by our associates 
being driven to the rear, and falling back only when flanked — ^in fact 
surrounded — ^in that falling back, in good order, fighting every step of 
the way, repulsing the enemy at every available point. In all these the 
Eleventh was in the right place in the midst of danger, never for a 
moment flinching. Colonel Stoughton was in his place, handling his 
men with ease and to the purpose. After we had formed a new line at 
the rear, one of my regiments was called upon by a major-general from 
another command to make a desperate charge upon the enemy in the 
woods, and, seeing them in close quarters, I called to the Eleventh to 
follow me to their rescue, which they did most gallantly, led by their 
gallant commander, and lought until called off by myself. From that 
time until Friday we were ready, as at all times, for the foe, but it was 
not until Friday evening that we had an opportunity to show our teeth. 
Then our extreme left was being driven before the enemy 5 a whole di- 
vision (three brigades) was falling back in disorder, followed by a supe- 
rior force. Our gallant commander, General Eosecrans, saw it in person, 
and rode to me, ordering me forward with my brigade, which was re- 
sponded to with cheers and immediate action. Colonel Stoughton, with 
his regiment, took the extreme right, charging and driving the foe in 
terrible confusion, and exactly at the right point, halting and rallying 
his own men and others in his vicinity, thus forming a new line at the 
right time and in the right place. I was at this moment in another part of 
the field, but quickly tidere, and found him hol&ing his position, having 
routed the enemy out of his sight. This was a most gallant exploit, and 
reflects the highest credit on Colonel Stoughton and his command. I 
bespeak for him your influence at Washington to make him a brigadier- 
general, a position to which he is entitled, and which he would fill with 
credit to himself and the country. In addition to his gallantry and 
judicious management, his heart is in his country’s cause. 

This is written wholly without any suggestion from Colonel Stough- 
ton or any one for him, but on my own sense of justice to a deserving 
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officer. For the last two months Colonel Stoughton has been provost- 
marshal of Murfreesborongh, a difficult task, but has done his duty 
well. 

Very respectfully, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

T. E. STAlSfLEY, 

Colonel Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry^ Commanding, 


FTo. 84. 

B^ort of Lieut. Col. Alexander W. Raffen^ Nineteenth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqbs. 1^’ineteenth Eeg-imbnt Illinois Yolunteers, 

Camjg near Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.^ January 10, 1863. 

Sir : I would respectfully submit to you my report of the part taken 
by the Nineteenth Eegiment Illinois Infantry in the late engagements 
before Murfreesborough. 

On Tuesday morning, December 30, the regiment, under the command 
of its colonel, Joseph E. Scott, was, by your orders, deployed as skirmish- 
ers, to take possession of and hold certain buildings on the Nolensville 
pike. On the north side of said pike, on our front and right, opposite 
the above buildings, was a brick-yard, in which we found the enemy in 
strong numbers. We succeeded, after a short struggle, in driving in 
their line of skirmishers, which had been thrown out, taking possession 
of the designated places. We held the position thus gained until re- 
lieved, about 12 m., by the Forty-second Illinois on our right and the 
Eighteenth Ohio on our left. We then retired, and were held as a 
reserve, remaining in that position until next morning, the 31st.* 

At about 9 a. m. of the 31st we became engaged with a large force of 
the enemy. By your orders we changed our position, for the purpose 
of protecting and preventing, if possible, our right wing from being 
turned, which after some two hours’ hard fighting, the enemy succeeded 
in doing. We retired, falling back in line of battle to the cedar forest, 
where we halted, but were ordered to fall back still farther. We again 
made a stand some 50 yards from the edge of the forest, engaging the 
enemy alone. We held our position, perhaps, half an hour, but our colo- 
nel, seeing that we were in danger bf being outflanked, ordered a retreat, 
which was done in good order, falling back to the railroad. By your 
orders we changed our position several times during the day, but we 
were not engaged in Iction. 

On Thursday, January 1,1863, we changed our position several times, 
but did not become engaged with the enemy. 

On the 2d, about 3.30 p. m., the enemy suddenly attacked our left 
with great fury, and after some severe fighting the left gave way. We 
were then ordered forwafd to their support. Charging upon the enemy, 
we drove them back. Grossing Stone’s Eiver, we forced them beyond 
their batteries, capturing four of their guns, remaining masters of the 
field. 

Early in the engagement our colonel, while gallantly leading his men, 
fell, severely, but nor dangerously, wounded, the command then devolv- 
ing upon me 5 and I here take great pleasure in testifying to the bravery 
and good conduct of both officers and men in my command. But where 
all did their duty so nobly, it would be unjust to discriminate. 
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inclosed please find list of casualties in niy cominancl.=^ 

Trusting the above may prove satisfactory, I am, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

ALEX. W. EAFFEX, 

Lieutenant- Golonely Comdg. Nineteeiith Illinois Infantry. 
OoL T. E. Stanley, 

Commanding Twenty 'ninth Brigade. 


Xo. 85. 

Report of Col. William L. Stoughton^ Eleventh Michigan Infantry. 

Hdqes. Eleventh Michigan Volxjnteee Infantry, 

In the Fields near Murfreesboroughy Tenn.y January 4, 1863. 

Sir : Agreeably to orders, I submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Eleventh Eegiment Michigan Infantry in the recent en- 
gagement : 

On the morning of December 31, heavy firing was heard to our right 
and front, and apparently rapidly approaching the position occupied 
by the Twenty-ninth Brigade. My regiment was immediately formed 
and inarched to the brow of the hill, near brigade headquarters. The 
skirniishing soon after indicated the approach of the enemy to the right 
of this position, and, under orders from Colonel Stanley, and at the re- 
quest of General Eousseau, the regiment was formed in line of battle 
under coyer of a ledge of rooks, about 100 yards in this direction. The 
skirmishing continued with much spirit for about half an hour, when a 
heavy roar of musketry and artillery indicated that the principal attack 
of the enemy was being made immediately to our left and rear. I im- 
mediately gave orders to change front to the rear on the first company, 
which was promptly esecuted under a heavy fire, and the regiment ad- 
vanced to the brow of the hill, from which Schultz^s battery had first 
been drawn, under a galling fire, and poured a well-directed fire into 
the advancing columns of the enemy, and continued to load and fire 
with great coolness and bravery until the orders came to fall back. 
The fire of the enemy was apparently concentrated upon this pointy and 
was terrific. The slaughter was great, and men and ofl&cers fell on 
every side. The regiment fell back about 100 yards, and was again 
formed and poured a fire into the enemy as he raised the brow of the 
hill, and then retired to the cover of the cedars in our rear. Here some 
confusion was at first manifested. A large number of regiments had 
fallen back here for protection, and the enemy^s artillery and infantry 
opened upon us from all sides, except to our left, toward the Murfrees- 
borough pike. Order was, however, promptly restored by our division 
and brigade commanders, and then my regiment, with the others, moved 
back in good order, keeping up a steady fire o^i the enemy. When near 
the cleared field, to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, the regiment 
was rallied and held the ground for twenty or thirty minutes, checking 
the advance of the enemy. It was then marched about half-way across 
the open field to the pike, when orders came to charge back into the 
cedars. My regiment promptly obeyed my orders, rallied on their 
colors, and charged back into the woods with great gallantry, checking 
the enemy by their sudden and impetuous charge. After delivering 
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our fire, orders came from the brigade commander to retire, and the 
regiment fell back, in good order, to the left of the Miirfreeshorough 
pike. Here closed the active operations of the day. 

On the 2d of January the regiment was again called into action. In 
the afternoon of that day we were posted in an open field in the rear of 

battery, on the left wing of the army, and about 100 yards to 

the right of Wilson’s Creek. Between 3 and 4 o’clock the enemy made 
a heavy attack with artillery and infantry on our front. My command 
was kept lying on the ground, protected by a slight hill, for about thirty 
minutes. At the expiration of this time the enemy had driven back our 
forces on the opposite side of the creek, and one regiment crossed in 
great disorder, many without arms, and rushed through our ranks. As 
soon as the enemy came within range across the creek, my regiment, 
with the others of this brigade, rose up and gave him a destructive fire, 
and immediately charged over the creek, the enemy falling back under 
cover of the woods. In crossing the creek, my line of battle was neces- 
sarily broken, and I led them forward to a fence on a rise of ground and 
formed them in line, when they immediately opened an effective 
the enemy, who, in a short time, retreated through the 
regiment i>romptly advanced to the edge of the woods 
rapid fire on him, as he retreated across the open field. 

The Eleventh was among the first who crossed the creek 
in capturing four pieces of artillery abandoned by the enemy^v^^^ir 
flight. At this time my ammunition was nearly exhausted, an# 
the other regiments in the advance, formed a line of battle, at#. iMBld 
our position until recalled across the creek. 

I cannot speak too highly of the bravery of the troops under 
inand. They fought with the coolness of veterans, and obeyedtiew- 
mands under the hottest fire with the precision of the parade grlopemd. 

Lieutenants Wilson and Flynn were killed while gallantly dis€feal^g- 
ing their duties as company commanders. Major Smith and 
ants Hall, Briggs, and Howard were wounded, the two former 
and are prisoners of war. 

The officers of my command, without exception, behaved with ^eat 
gallantry, coolness, and fortitude. Where all nobly discharge 
duty, it would, perhaps, be unjust to discriminate. ? 

The following are the casualties, as far as known at this time : Killed, 
25; wounded, 70; and missing, 23; aggregate loss, 118.* 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM L. STOUGHTOI^, 
Colonel JSleventlh Regiment Michigan Infantry. 

M. D. Temple, 

Acting Assistmit Adjutant- General. 


No. 86 

Report of Lieut. Col Josiah Given ^ Mghteenth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Eighteenth Regt. Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

" Before Blurfreesborough, January 4, 1863. 

I have the honor to report that on December 30 the Eighteenth Ohio 
Volunteers, under my command, with Capt. A. Fenton, acting major, 
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and Lieut. A. W. S. Minear, adjutant, took position with the reserve on 
the left of the center wing. 

At Ip. m.j under your orders, I took position in the woods to the west 
of the Wilson pike, joining with the left of the right wing. At the 
instance of the commander of the left flank regiment of the right wing, 
I relieved three of his companies, then deployed as skirmishers and en- 
gaging the enemy. My skirmishers soon started the enemy, and would 
have cleared the woods but for an order received from the right not to 
advance our part of the line ; whereapon I fell back to the fir^ position, 
preserving an alignment with my right. At 5 p. m. I was reheved by 
the Eleventh Michigan, and I moved to the rear, where I remained all 
night. 

On the morning of the 31st I again took position with the reserve, but 
was soon ordered forward to support the battery. At — a. m. I was 
ordered to take position in rear of the position and fronting to the rear, 
it having been discovered that the enemy had turned our right, Uo 
enemy appearing at that point, I was ordered to take position again on 
the hill to support the battery. I found the batterymen much endan- 
gered by the enemy^s skirmishers to the right. I deployed a company 
and soon removed them. 

I was then ordered to take position in the woods on the left, the enemy 
having made his appearance in that direction. When moving to that po- 
sition, a very considerable consternation was observed among our forces, 
many of the regiments moving to the rear. Observing that a regiment 
stillheld the position, Imovedrapidlytoitsrearj that regiment was lying 
down, so that my men were enabled to remain in their rear and engage 
in the firing. This position was rendered necessary, otiier regiments 
having moved into the only available position on the right and left. 
By the combined efforts of the forces there, the enemy was driven from 
the woods, but very soon a piece of artillery was brought into position 
against us. I hastened to where our battery was, to ask that it might 
be brought to bear against the enemy^s piece that was then doing fear- 
ful havoc among our ranks. I learned that for want of ammunition 
none of our pieces were available. In the midst of this terrible fire I 
received your order to fall back, which I did, my men preserving per- 
fect order. 

During this engagement Capt. A. Fenton, who was acting major, and 
whose services proved of inestimable value, fell, wounded, and was placed 
on a horse and started to the rear j since that nothing has been heard 
of him, and I have reason to fear that he has fallen into the enemy’s 
liands. After falling back, as ordered, to the point near the Nashville 
pike, I received your order to take a position in line with the Nineteenth 
Illinois, and in rear of a line formed, as I understood, by a part of Gen- 
eral Eousseau’s command. We had scarcely taken our position when 
the enemy engaged the first line, which, after some minutes, retired, 
under a terrible fire from the enemy. Anticipating the movement, I 
caused my men to lie down, and cautioned them to hold their fire until 
the enemy closed on them. The first line passed over my men, closely 
followed by the enemy. My men, obserying well the caution I had 
given, poured a well-directed fire into the enemy, which checked them 5 
but soon their second line pressed upon me, when I, with the rest of the 
line, fell back. 

Immediately on the appearance of the enemy, the Nineteenth Illinois 
was moved to another position on his flank, so that no other regiment 
remained on the line with me. T moved to the rear gradually, returning 
the enemy’s fire, until I found myself on open ground, when 1 ordered 
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niy uieu to move double-quick to a point covered fi‘om tbe euemy^s fire, 
where I rallied my men and reformed my ranks, which had become 
somewhat broken in the retreat. 

Just as I had accomplished this, General Eousseau ordered me to charge 
the woods again, encouraging the men to charge by taking the lead 
in person. The men, already breathless from fatigue, approached the 
close woods, but slowly, yet in perfect order, notwithstanding the enemy 
from the cover of the woods met us with a withering fire. My men bravely 
charged upon the hidden enemy and drove them back into the woods, 
where they held them at bay for some twenty minutes. Seeing that I 
was unsupported, and standing against a much stronger force, and that 
some 50 of my command had already fallen, I ordered a retreat, return- 
ing to the same place from which I had started under General Eousseau’s 
order. 

In this engagement Oapt. P. E. Taylor fell, mortally wounded 5 also 
Lieutenant Minear, adjutant, fell, severely wounded. I was then, with 
the balance of the brigade, withdrawn from the field for that day. 

My command was not actually engaged again until the afternoon of 
the 2d instant. I took position in rear of the battery in our center 
about 4 o’clock, when the enemy appeared to our left. I was ordered by 
General Kegley to move to the support of the battery on the left, and 
to take covering behind the buildings near the position. When I ar- 
rived there, I saw the enemy’s columns advancing under cover of the 
woods to our left, the head of his column almost to the creek. I imme- 
diately deployed my column and moved my line forward to a fence, from 
which my men sent a well-directed fire against the enemy. 

At this point Oapt. J. M. Welch, who was acting major, was carried 
from the field, severely wounded ; also Sergt. L. D. Carter, aiding me as 
adjutant. Seeing that our fire brought the enemy to a halt, and that 
our forces were advancing, I ordered my men forward across the stream, 
which was promptly under execution when I discovered the enemy mov- 
ing on our right in the woods in heavy force, evidently intending to 
attack us on our flank. I immediately ordered a halt, and rallied my 
men who had not already crossed the stream, leaving those who had 
crossed, as I supposed, to the command of Captain Welch, of whose 
wounds I was not informed. I rallied my men, getting many men from 
other regiments, and moved toward the woods on the right. Finding 
my ranks very imiierfectly formed, I called a halt to allow the men a 
moment’s rest, and to prepare my ranks for a charge bayonet. Just as 
I halted, a regiment arrived in my rear and passed on. Just then I 
received an order from General Palmer to move forward, which I did, 
taking position on the right of the other regiment. The line soon pressed 
the enemy back, discovering which I moved my line forward ; but find- 
ing that the other regiment did not advance, 1 caused my bugler to 
sound a retreat, so as to align my forces with the other regiment. Just 
as the line was moving to the rear, a man on the right called out, “They 
are flanking us from the woods on the right.” This caused some of the 
men to retreat hastily. I hastened to the open ground, from which I 
saw that the report was false, when I rallied those that had fled, and 
returned to the woods again. We continued to reply to the enemy’s 
fire until darkness set in, when I withdrew, other forces having arrived 
to hold the ground. 

In this charge Capt. George Stivers, a most valuable officer, fell, mor- 
tally wounded. The behavior of all my officers in these various engage- 
ments was such as that I may only say every one did all that he could, 
or that any one in his i)osition could have done, and a^ to ffiji mon, I can 
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praise uo one above another. All did well alike, except three or four 
cowards, who deserted their posts and went back to Nfashville. 

I hereto append a list of our loss.* 

Tour obedient servant, 

JOSIAH GIVEIST, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Oomdg. Mgliteenth Ohio Yolunteer Infantry, 
Col. T. E, Stanley, 

Commanding Tw&nty-ninth Brigade. 


Ko. 87. 

Bej)ort of Lieut. Col. George IP. Elliott^ Sixty-ninth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqbs. Sixty-ninth Ohio Yolunteer Infantry, 

Gamp near Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.^ Jamiary 10, 1863. 

Agreeably to orders, I submit the following report of the part the 
Sixty-ninth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers took in the battle of Stone’s 
Eiver, omitting all the incidents up to the morning of December 31, 
1862: 

The Sixty-ninth Eegiment occupied the left of the Twenty -ninth Bri- 
gade, Kegley’s division, and was ordered to advance about 6 a. m. across 
the Nolensville pike. Did so, and sent out three companies to the front. 
Eemained in that position one and a half hours. Eeceived an order to 
fall back to the right of Schultz’s battery, which was executed in good 
order, the regiment sustaining a heavy fire from front and flank during 
that time. Eemained in that position, fighting, until the division was 
ordered to retire back as far as the pike. There the regiment was re- 
formed. 

During all these moves and fighting we had many killed and wounded. 
During this time Colonel Cassilly was wounded through the arm, severely. 
Major Hickcox had his horse shot under him, falling on him, and so 
severely bruising him as to compel him to leave the field. The com- 
mand was then turned over to Captain Putnam, he being the senior 
officer i)resent. Was ordered up to the front, and sustained a heavy 
tire. Was then ordered to retire by General STegley, in person. 

During this day’s fighting I was back at Stewart’s Creek ; left there 
with a detachment of 200 men. Arrived on the battle-field at 5 p. m. 
and took command. 

Thursday was occupied in skirmishing with the enemy on our right. 
Clothing of special interest occurred during the day. 

Friday, January 2, was ordered to the left, where we took up a posi- 
tion and kept it until 3 p. m. At this time the division on the left of 
Stone’s Eiver was attacked by the enemy, and, after a short fight, fell 
back. 

At this time we were ordered out into a corn-field, and lay down 
until the enemy came within 300 yards. We then arose, fired, and 
charged up to the bank of Stone’s Eiver, and halted a few minutes and 
fired across the river. Then crossed the river and reformed , and charged 
them for half a mile, and assisted to take a battery. The enemy having 
fallen back, we slowly retired to the woods and took care of our wounded 
and dead, which, I am sorry to say, was heavy. (A full list has already 
been forwarded to brigade headquarters.) It was now dark, and we 
were ordered out on picket in front. 
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Chap. XXSlT.l 


THE stone’s EIVEE CAMPAIGN. 


431 


Saturday, January 3, nothing of interest occurred. January 4, was on 
picket. Believed in the evening. January 5, came on through Mur- 
freesborough, since which time we have been encamped in onr present 
camp. 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 

G. F. ELLIOTT, 

LieictenanPGoloneli Comdg. Sixty ‘ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Col. T. E. Stanley, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ Second Division^ Center. 


^o. 88 . 

Ee^orts of Col. John F. Miller^ Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry^ command- 
ing Third Brigade. 

Heabquaeters Seventh Brigade, Eighth Division, 

Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.^ January 6 , 1863. 

Sir ; In compliance with your request, the following report of the 
operations of my command before Murfreesborough is respectfully sub- 
mitted: 

On the evening of December 29, my command took a position in a 
field on the right of the Nashville pike, in the rear of General Palmer’s 
line, and bivouacked for the night. 

At daylight on the 30th, by order of General Negley, I took a posi- 
tion on the right of General Palmer’s division, on the edge of a dense 
cedar woods fronting to the south, and deployed skirmishers from the 
Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania and Thirty-seventh Indiana in front, 
across, and to the left of the Six-mile pike, to act in conjunction with 
the skirmishers of Colonel Stanley’s brigade, on my right. ^ A brisk fire 
was kept up between the skirmishers and the enemy’s sharpshooters, 
in the open field to the left and in the woods in front, until the arrival 
of General Sheridan’s division on the right, when our skirmishers were 
withdrawn for Colonel Eoberts’ command. 

During the day General McCook’s forces advanced on the right, so 
that his left rested on our right flank, when a change of front to the left 
was made by General Negley’s division. 

The enemy had remained quiet on the open field (now almost directly 
in my front), in his intrenchmeiits, which were plainly visible, and had 
kept a battery of four pieces in position at his works all day without 
firing. 

Marshall’s and Ellsworth’s batteries, attached to my brigade, and 
posted in a small open field, fired an occasional shot into the works 
without eliciting reply. My command lost about 20 men, killed and 
wounded, during the day. 

Skirmishers were kept out well to the front during the night, and two 
regiments of my command, with the batteries, were posted in the open 
field. 

On the morning of the 31st, skirmishing was resumed along oih line, 
and heavy .firing was heard on the right along General McCook’s line. 
The firing on our right gradually increased and neared our position, 
until a continuous roar of artillery and musketry was heard directly in 
our rear, amj tfie advancing pplmpas of the enemy were seen on our right 
,and front; 
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Here I received orders from General In egley to hold my position to the 
last extremity. For this purpose I executed a partial change of mj 
front, and placed my troops in the convex order, as follows : The Sev- 
enty-eighth Pennsylvania, Colonel Sirwell, on the right, at the brow of 
a small hill, the right resting near Schultz’s battery, of Colonel Stan- 
ley’s brigade ; the Thirty- seventh Indiana, Colonel Hull, on the right 
center ; the Seventy -fourth Ohio, Colonel Moody, on the left center, be- 
hind a rail fence ; Marshall’s battery on a small hill in the open field, 
to the left of the Seventy-fourth Ohio; the Twenty-first Ohio, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel I^eibling, on the left, in a thicket fronting the enemy’s 
works, and Ellsworth’s battery near the log-house, between Palmer’s 
right and the Twenty-first Ohio. Simultaneously with the advance of 
the enemy from the right, a heavy force advanced from the enemy’s 
works on my left wing. 

• The batteries at the enemy’s works were manned and opened over 
the heads of the enemy’s infantry. Before my regiments were properly 
in position, a most terrific fire was opened upon every part of the line 
by infantry and artillery, but there was no wavering, and, as the ad- 
vancing columns of the infantry approached, they were met by a well- 
directed and terribly destructive fire from our line. 

The batteries were worked with admirable skill, and the firing along 
our whole line was executed with creditable precision. The enemy 
halted, but did not abate his fire. The roar of musketry and artillery 
now became almost deafening, and as the unequal contest progressed it 
became more terrible. Once the strong force in the open field in front 
of my left wing attempted a bayonet charge on the Twenty-first Ohio, 
but w'ere gallantly met and repulsed with great slaughter. On one of 
the flags was inscribed Eock City Guards.” The battle continued 
with unabating fierceness on both sides until the 60 rounds of ammuni- 
tion with which my men were supplied were nearly exhausted. 

The Thirty-seventh Indiana was the first to report a want of ammu- 
nition, and withdrew a short distance to the rear for a supply, the Sev- 
enty-fourth Ohio and Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania filling up the inter- 
val. The teamsters of the ammunition wagons had moved to the rear, 
and when ammunition was being brought forward they turned and fled. 
Colonel Hull again led his regiment forward and fired the few remaining 
cartridges on the persons of the men, taking also such as could be had 
from the dead and wounded. 

At tnis juncture the troops on our right retired, and some unautI;ior- 
ized person ordered Colonel Sirwell to retire his regiment. This regi- 
ment was fighting gallantly and holding the position on the crest of the 
hill, but, on receiving the order, retii’ed to the cedars in the rear. See- 
ing this, I immediately ordered Colonel Sirwell forward to the same 
position. This order was obeyed promptly, and the men again took 
position in admirable order. Soon after this a heavy force was ob- 
served to advance on General Palmer’s left, and a hard contest ensued. 

General Palmer’s right brigade held their ground for a short time, 
and then began to retire. Just at this time I received orders from Gen- 
eral Kegley to retire slowly with my command into the woods. My 
troops were nearly out of ammunition ; the enemy was advancing oh 
my right flank and on my left, and the fire in front was no less destruc- 
tive than it had been during the engagement. 

The movement was executed in good order by the infantry, but it was 
impossible for the artillery to obey; nearly all the horses had been 
killed; the ground was soft and muddy; men bad not the strength 
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to haul away the pieces. Five guns were lost ; four were saved by the 
men of the batteries, assisted by the infantry. 

On reaching the woods, I halted the command and formed a line of 
battle, faced l3y the rear rank, and delivered several well-directed vol- 
leys into the enemy’s ranks, now crossing the open field over which I 
had retreated. This checked the advance of the enemy for a short time, 
strewing the gTound with his dead. Being closely pressed on both 
flanks, and receiving fire from three directions, I again retired my com- 
mand, the men loading while marching, and firing to the rear as rapidly 
as possible. In this way my command retreated for the Nash\ille pike, 
in a northeasterly direction. 

While in the forest, being closely pressed in the rear, the enemy in 
strong force was encountered on the line of retreat, when a destructive 
fire was opened upon my column, which caused them to break to the 
right. My men did not run, but marched to the pike, carrying many 
of our wounded. When near the pike, and when rallying his men, 
Colonel Hull, of the Thirty -seventh Indiana, was severely wounded 
and disabled. He had fought bravely and gallantly during the whole 
engagement. 

The Twenty-first Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel ]!:jreibliug, rallied near the 
pike, and, at the request of General Eousseau, took a position for the 
sujiport of a battery then at work near the road. Ammunition was fur- 
nished, and the regiment fought with the battery over an hour, and then 
rejoined my command on the left of the road, where I had organized 
and obtained ammunition. 

During this entire engagement, and under all these terribly appalling 
circumstances, both oflicers and men of my command behaved with ad- 
mirable coolness and bravery. Examples of heroic daring and gallantry 
were everywhere to be seen, but where all acted so well it is difiBlcult to 
make special mention without doing injustice to many. 

The cool courage and distinguished gallantry of Col. William Sir-* 
well. Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers ; Col. Granville Moody, 
Seventy-fourth Ohio (who was wounded early in the engagement and 
refused to leave the field) ; Col. J. S. Hull, Thirty-seventh Indiana, and 
Lieut. Col. James M. I^'eibling, Twenty-first Ohio, regimental command- 
ers, deserve the highest praise, and the skill and ability with which 
these brave oflSicers performed their responsible duties cannot be too 
highly applauded. The other field officers and company officers, and 
also Lieutenants Marshall and Ellsworth, of the artillery, displayed 
that high courage and determined bravery which mark the veteran sol- 
dier. Too much cannot be said in praise of both officers and men. 

The losses in my brigade, killed and wounded in action, amounted to 
over 500 men. 

In the evening of the 31st I was ordered by General Negley to take 
a position on the# center front across the IfTashville road for support to 
the batteries in position at that place.- My command remained in this 
position until the next morning, when I was ordered.to take position, 
as reserve f^or General HascalFs division, to the left of the railroad. 
In the afternoon of January 1, 1 received orders to march my command 
to the support of the right of General McCook’s corps. I took position 
as directed, and remained there all night in the open field, and until 
about 1 p. m. on the 2d, when I was ordered to the support of General 
Crittenden’s corps, on the left. I took position, as ordered by General 
' Negley, in an open field, in rear of the battery on the left of the rail- 
road and near the bank of Stone’s River. 

28 R n—joju :s:x, PT l 
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About 4 p. m. a furious attack was naade by the enemy u])on General 
Beatty^s (or Van elevens) division, then across the river. The fire of the 
enemy was returned with spirit for a time, when that division I’Ctired 
across the river and retreated through my lines, which were then formed 
near the bank of the river, my men lying down partly concealed behind 
the crest of a small hill in the open field. 

As soon as the men of Beatty’s division had retired entirely from our 
front, I ordered my command forward — the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania 
on the right : the Twenty-first Ohio on the left, to advance under cover 
of the hill along the river bank; the Thirty-seventh Indiana and Seventy- 
fourth Ohio in the center. The Twenty-ninth Brigademoved forward in 
the same direction, the Eighteenth Ohio on the right, and formed partly 
in the intervals between the regiments of my right wing. The enemy 
advanced rapidly, following Van Gleve’s (Beatty’s) division, and gained 
the river bank, all the time firing rapidly across at my line. My troops 
opened fire from the crest of the hill ; the enemy halted and began to 
waver. I then ordered the men forward to a rail fence on the bank of 
the river. Here a heavy fire was directed upon the enemy with fine 
effect, and although in strong force, and supported by the fire of two 
batteries in the rear, he began to retreat. Believing this an opportune 
moment for crossing the river, I ordered the troops to cross rapidly, 
which they did with great gallantry underfire from front and right flank. 

Here the Eighteenth Ohio, part of the Thirty-seventh Indiana, and 
part of the Seven ty-eighth Pennsylvania were ordered by some one to 
proceed up the river on the right bank, to repel an attack irom a force 
there firing on my right flank. The colors of the Seventy-eighth Penn- 
sylvania, and, I think. Nineteenth Illinois, were the first to cross the 
river ; the men followed in as good order as possible. While my troops 
were crossing, a stafi* officer informed me that it was General Palmer’s 
order that the troops should not cross. The enemy was then retiring, 
and many of my men across the stream. 

I crossed in person and saw the enemy retiring. Taking cover behind 
a fence on the left bank, the men poured a heavy fire into the ranks of 
the retreating force. Tlie Twenty-first Ohio had crossed the river on 
the left, and was ascending the bank and fast going into the woods. 
When in this position I received another order, purporting to come 
from General Palmer, to recross the river and support the line on the 
hill. The force on the right of the river was then advancing in the corn- 
field and driving the enemy, thus protecting my right flank, and, hav- 
ing no inclination to turn back, I ordered the troops forward. Colonel 
Stoughton, of the Eleventh Michigan, formed his regiment and moved, 
along the bank of the river, while the other troops moved forward to his 
left. The Twenty-first Ohio came in on the extreme left, and advanced 
in splendid style. 

In crossing the river the men of the different regiments had, to some 
extent, become mixed together, yet a tolerable line was kept on the col- 
ors of the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, Nineteenth Illinois, Sixty-ninth 
and Seventy-fourth Ohio, and the men moved forward with spirit and 
determination. 

The enemy’s batteiies were posted on an eminence in the woods near 
a corn-field in our front, and all this time kept up a brisk fire, but with- 
out much effect. His infantry retreated in great disorder, leaving the 
ground covered with his dead and wounded. 

« When within about 150 yards of the first battery, I ordered the Sev- 
enty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers to charge the battery, which was 



Chap. XXXH.] THE STONE’S RIVEK CAMPAIGN. 435 

immediately done by the men of that regiment, and the Nineteenth Illi- 
nois, Sixty-ninth Ohio, and, perhaps, others. The Twenty-first Ohio 
coming in opportunely on the left, the battery, consisting of four guns, 
whs taken and hauled off by the men. 

The colors of the Twenty-sixth Tennessee (rebel) at the time of the 
charge were near the battery, and were taken by men of the Seventy- 
eighth Pennsylvania and brought to the rear. Another battery, farther 
to the front, all this time kept up a heavy fire of grape and canister 
upon our forces, but without much effect. 

Seeing my troops in the disorder which follows such success, and being 
nearly out of ammunition, I sent a staff officer back to General Negley 
for re-enforcements with which to pursue the enemy. I ordered the 
troops to halt and reform, so as to hold the ground until relieved by 
other troops. This being done, a large body of troops were soon brought 
to our lines, when I withdrew my command to reform and procure am- 
munition. At this time Colonel Stanley crossed the river and took com- 
mand of the regiments of his brigade on .that side of the river. I 
brought my troops across to the right bank of the river, by order of 
General Negley, reformed them, supplied them with ammunition, and 
took position as support for the batteries on the hill in ffont. 

The troops in this action behaved most gallantly, and deser\'e the 
highest credit for their bravery. Of the officers who participated in 
this engagement, honorable mention should be made of Col. William 
Sirwell, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania; Col. Joseph E. Scott, Nineteenth 
Illinois, who was severely wounded w'hile leading his regiment ; Col. 
William L. Stoughton j Eleventh Michigan ; Col. Granville Moody, Sev- 
enty-fourth Ohio; Lieutenant-Colonel Neibling, Twenty-first Ohio; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Elliott, commanding Sixty-ninth Ohio; Maji. T. 0. 
Boll, Seventy-fourth Ohio ; Lieutenant-Colonel Ward and Major Kimble, 
Thirty-seventh Indiana ; Capt. W illiam Inness, Nineteenth Illinois; Cap- 
tain Fisher and Lieutenant McElravy, Seventy-fourth Ohio. The gal- 
lantry of these officers, and of many others, cannot be excelled. 

To my staff’ officers I am greatly indebted for their efficient and val- 
uable services in both these engagements, as well as for their general 
efficiency and faithfulness. 

Maj. A. B. Bonnaffon, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, to- 
pographical engineer; First Lieut. Henry M. Cist, acting assistant 
adjutant-general; Lieut. Alfred Ayers, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, aide-de-camp ; First Lieut. S. F. Cheney, Twenty-first Ohio, 
aide-de-camp ; First Lieut. F. I. Tedford, Seventy-fourth Ohio, brigade 
inspector, all deserve the highest credit for the abUity displayed in the 
discharge of their duties, and for their distinguished gallantry and cool 
courage on the field. 1 am also under many obligations to Lieut. Eobert 
Mungen, brigade quartermaster, and Lieut. Frank Eiddle, brigade com- 
missary, for the able manner in which they discharged their duties. 

Chaplain Lozier, of the Thirty-seventh Indiana, rendered valuable 
service by his labor for the comfort of the men and in taking care of the 
wounded. His bravery and kindness were conspicuous throughout. 

I am informed that Surgeon Anderson, Thirty-seventh Indiana, bri- 
gade surgeon, performed his duties in a highly satisfactory manner. 

Privates Nicholas J. Vail, Nineteenth Illinois, and W. J. Vance, 
Twenty-first Ohio, acted as orderlies, and deserve honorable mention for 
their efficiency and bravery. They are both worthy of promotion to the 
rank of lieutenant. I also recommend for promotion Sergts. H. A. Mil- 
ler, A. E. Weaver, F, Mechling, Corpl. W, Hughes, Seventy-eighth 
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Pennsylvania, and Sergt. P. A. Weaver, Seventy-fourth Ohio, for deeds 
of valor on the field. There are many others whose names have not 
been furnished. 

Ton will please find appended a list of killed and wounded, amount- 
ing in the aggregate to 531. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. P. MILLEE, 

Colonel Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade. 

Capt. James A. Loweie, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Lost in action. 


JNO. r "*"7 TV’' 

Oolov^l Tivcnty-nhith Indiana Volunteers^ Commanding ' ■ .*>.• 

H. M. Cist, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant^ General. 


Hdqrs. Third Bnia., Second Div., Fourteenth Corps, 

Murfreeshorough, Tenn., March 6 , 1863, 
Sir : I respectfully ask leave to amend my official report of the part 
taken by my command in the battle of Stone’s River so as to include the 
names of Lieut. Col. D. M. Stoughton and Maj. G. F. Walker, Twenty- 
first Ohio Volunteers, in the special mention made of field officers, who 
were distinguished for gallantry in the engagement of Friday afternoon, 
January 2. Justice to these officers requires this amendment. At the 
time the report was written there was a dispute with respect to the con- 
duct of those officers on the occasion referred to, which occasioned the 
omission. Full investigation has since been made. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. F. MILLER, 

Colonel Twenty -ninth Indiana Volunteers, Comdg, Brigade. 
Col. 0. Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Uilt. iSf^e revised statenient, p. 9lt, 
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No. 80. 

Report of Lieut, Col. William D. Ward^ Thirty-seventh Indiana Infantry. 

Hhqrs. Thirty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, 

Gamp near Murfreesiorough, Tenn,,^ January 10, 1863. 

Sir : I liave tlie honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Thirty- seventh Indiana Volunteers in the engagement at 
Stone’s Eiver, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., commencing December 30, 
1862, and ending January 3, 1863 : 

On the morning of the 30th the regiment, Colonel Hull commanding, 
moved through the cedar thicket to the right to bivouac, and there 
rested, only two companies (D and E) taking part in skirmishing. 

On the morning of the 31st the regiment was moved to the open field 
to support Marshall’s battery, where it remained until about 9 a. m., when 
we changed front, still supporting same battery. While there one piece 
was disabled by the horses all being killed and cannoneers leaving. The 
regiment then advanced to the woods on the front, which position was 
held until 12 m. 

The troops on the right giving way, Colonel Hull called up three 
pieces of artillery while in that position, which did great execution in 
the center. He also ordered two ineces on the right, which were of 
great support to the maintaining of the position. We were assisted at 
one time by the Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteers ; also by the Seventy- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, which passed over us. During the 
entire time we were in this position the cross-fire of the enemy from each 
flank, in addition to that we were meeting in front, was exceedingly 
galling. 

About 12 ni. we were ordered to retire in support of Nell’s battery. 
As we approached the thicket the fire from the enemy’s batteries became 
extremely harassing — so much so that the battery which we supported’ 
was compelled to retire. We then moved by left flank to engage the 
enemy, who was approaching by brigade, at which time we were broken 
up by a regiment passing through our lines. We again collected our 
men, when the Eleventh Michigan Volunteers also passed through our 
lines, causing some confusion. 

The regiment again formed near the center of the woods and moved 
in column of battle to the outer edge, where Colonel Hull was wounded 
by a musket ball passing through his left hip, entirely disabling him for 
duty, at which time the command was turned over to me. I moved the 
regiment to the pike, where I received ammunition, which we were en- 
tirely out of. The brigade then being again formed, we rested , not being 
placed in action again that day. 

On the morning of January 1, 1863, we were moved to the right, where 
the enemy was expected to press. There we remained during the day 
and night following, resting on arms, but unengaged. 

On the afternoon of the 2d we were moved to the left center, where 
we were placed to support a battery or batteries. While there the 
forces across the river gave way. The Seventh Brigade then being 
ordered to charge, I crossed the brow of the hill and engaged the enemy 
that had approached the river j drove them back, and held the position 
under extremely heavy fire from cannon and musketry. I remained in 
that position until dark, when I was ordered back about 200 yards, 
where I remained in that position until after noon of the 4th, when the 
forces moved for Murfreesborough. 

Colonel Hull’s actions during the .engagement of. the 31st were such 
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merit the highest praise, lie at all times was a.t his post, coolly, 
bravely, and nobly doing his entire duty, causing his willing men to be 
more energetic. ^ 

I cannot mention any individual case of bravery among the officers 
or men without doing injustice to every unmentioned one. Officers 
and men labored with that energy and presence of mind which distin- 
guishes the soldier from the coward. I return my heartfelt thanks to 
each and every officer and enlisted man for their noble co-operation 
during the entire engagement. I trust their country will be mindful of 
them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM D. WARD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding, 

Lieut. H. M. Cist, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Seventh Brigade. 


1^0. 90. 

Report of Col. James M. Ueibling, Twenty -first Ohio Infantry. 

Camp Twenty-pirst Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

Near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 10, 1863. 

Sir: I respectfully submit to you the following report of the action 
of my regiment in the battle of Stone’s Eiver: 

After a march occupying three days, during which skirmishing witli 
the enemy was fierce and contiuuous, by your order I bivouacked my 
regiment upon the field on the evening of December 29, ultimo, in its 
brigade position. 

■ On the morning of December 30, ultimo, my regiment was thrown 
into position with reserve corps, on the right center. 

Sharp picket fighting occupied the day, and on the morning of De- 
cember 31, ultimo, the enemy made his appearance on the center and 
right wing. The battle raged with uninterrupted fury, and we lay upon 
the field during the night. I cannot picture to you the gallant conduct 
of my men during the tight of the 31st ultimo. Officers and men uni- 
versally fought with desperation and bravery. 

January 1, the enemy refused to show himself in force on the center, 
and at night we again slept on the fi.eld. 

January 2, indicated fight. At 3 p. m., by your orders, my regiment 
took position to support General Van Clove’s division, on the left. At 
about 4 p. m. the enemy, in force, showed his front in ijursuit of our 
retreating troops. Lying down in line, we watched the approach of tlie 
enemy, exulting over his fancied success. A charge was ordered, and, 
although my regiment was much impeded by the disorganized flight of 
infantry, artillery, and riderless horses, my regiment reached the op- 
posite bank of Stone’s Eiver and engaged^e enemy. The struggle 
which ensued was desperate and bloody. "We succeeded in driving him 
beyond his line of artillery, which he left on the field as trophies. The 
enemy was completely routed, and night closed pursuit, leaving us in 
possession of a battle-field 2 miles in extent. 

I couldmention many instances of individual heroism. Captain Oaton, 
Company H, gallantly bore the colors across the river in the charge. 
Captains McMahon, Canfield, and Alban were convspicuous in the 
struggle. 
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Licuteuiinl AVilcy, of Company C, commanding Company A, fell, mor- 
tally wounded. Lieutenants Knaggs, Allen, and Biunpus fell, severely 
wounded, while cheering their men to the charge. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Stoughton and Major Walker deserve all praise 
for their efiticient and prompt action during the fight. Indeed, all vied 
with each other in the performance of their several duties. 

• I herewith append a list* of the killed, wounded, and missing, for 
whom, amid our cheers of victory, let us not forget to drop a soldier’s 
tear. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

JAMES M. NEIBLING, 

Colonel^ Gomdg, Timity-first Regiment Ohio VoL Infantry. 

Col. John F. Miller, 

Comdg. Seventh Brigade^ Eighth Div.^ Fourteenth Army Corps. 


^o. 91. 

Report of Col. Granville Moody ^ Seventy fourth Ohio Infantry, 

Hbqrs. Seventy-fourth Ebgt. Ohio Vol. Infantry, 

Gamp near Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.^ January 5, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the results of the engagements of 
December 31, 1862, and January 2, 1863, as affecting the Seventy-fourth 
Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under my command. 

Colonel Miller, commanding the Seventh Brigade, Eighth Division, 
of the Fourteenth Army Corps, was pleased to assign to my command 
the position of the left center of the brigade. In the action of December 
31 we were posted on the slope of an eminence facing and commanding 
the position held by the Eock City Guards and other regiments com- 
posing one of the most efficient brigades of the rebel forces under Gen- 
ex'al Withers. I am justly proud, sir, of my regiment. The brave and 
persistent men of my command promptly obeyed every order on that 
field of blood and deadly strife, and contributed largely to the glorious 
victory which has driven the entire rebel force from their chosen field, 
and has placed us in undisputed possession of Murfreesborough, Tenn. 

Allow me, in this connection, to note the gallant action of the Twenty- 
first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel FTeibling, on our left ; the Thirty- 
seventh Indiana on our right, under command of Colonel Hull, and the 
Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, Colonel Sirwell. These regiments dis- 
played the utmost bravery, inspiring all around with the high resolve 
to emulate their devotion to the, cause in which we have mutually in- 
vested our all. 

I take the greatest pleasure in reporting the gallant conduct of all 
the officers of the Seventy-fourth Eegiment. Maj. Thomas 0. Bell, the 
only field officer with me, did his whole duty in the several engagements 
in the nine days’ battle. Cool, fearless, and prompt, he proved himself 
to be the right man in the right place. 

I desire to record the superior qualities evinced by the adjutant of 
the regiment, Lieut. William F, Armstrong, of Company 0. In addition 
to his marked business habits, to which the regiment is greatly in- 
debted, his bravery and efficiency on the battle-field entitle him to 
distin^ished consideration. Our line officers, too, without exception, 
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have won the higheist regards by their eminently good conduct belbre 
the enemy and in the fiery ordeal through which they have passed. 
Lieuts. William McGinnis, commanding Company H ; Eichard King, 
commanding Company B ; Eobert Stevenson, commanding Company 0 5 
Eobert Hunter, commanding Company D ; Capt. Joseph Fisher and 
Lieut. H. H. Hering, of Company E,* Capt. Walter Crook, and Lieuts. 
M. Peters and Joseph Hamill, of Company F ; Lieut. T. C. McBlravy, 
commanding Company G, with Lieut. George Bricker, of the same com- 
pany; Capt. Joseph Ballard and First Lieutenant Snodgrass, of Com- 
pany H; Lieut. Eobert Cullen, of Company I, and William H. Eeed, 
second lieutenant of Company K — ^these officers, sir, all did their duty 
bravely; there was no flinching in anyone of them; each faced the 
iron hail unmoved ; each was in place superintending the movements 
and cheering his men in the terrible work they were called on to 
perform. 

Lieutenant Peters was severely wounded in the wrist, and was com- 
pelled to retire about the middle of the action on the 31st. Lieutenant 
Snodgrass was last seen just before the closing struggle, cheering his 
men, clapping his hands, saying, Work away, my lads; we are gain- 
ing ground ! ” NToble fellow ! He was wounded shortly afterward, and 
is reported among the missing. We fear he was mortally wounded. 
Captain Crook and Lieutenant Cullen were also wounded in the action 
of the 31st, the latter dangerously. Captain Ballard was wounded in 
the shoulder slightly. 

In the action of January 2 the Seventy-fourth Eegiment occupied its 
position in the brigade, and aided in the decisive repulse of the rebel 
forces under Generals Cheatham and Hanson, in which they were driven 
over Stone’s Eiver, and over the hill and through the fields beyond, 
where our soldiers made the successful charge on the rebel batteries as 
they belched their fiery fury on the Federal forces. At the close of that 
eventful onward movement, the flag of the Seventy-fourth was waving 
on the outer lines amid the rejoicings of its stern supporters, and there 
remained until recalled by the order of General Kegley to reform his 
division in the rear of the artillery in the center. 

The review which I have made of the battle-fields over which we 
have together made our way during this nine days’ struggle shows the 
awful efiectiveness of our arms, the desperate obstinacy which charac- 
terizes our trooi)s, and warrants the belief that, though our pathway 
may be over bloody fields and thickly planted grave-yards, yet the flag , 
of Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, and the heroes of our glorious 
Union, endeared by a thousand precious memories, and the, symbol ot 
greater, grander destiny, shall be upheld and be borne along and aloft 
till it shall again float in unquestioned supremacy over all its ancient 
domain. 

The following reports I have just received from our company com- 
manders, and forwarded by Sergt. James Worden to headquarters. 

Allow me to say, in behalf of the Seventy-fourth Eegiment, officers 
and men, that with such commanders as Major-General Eosecrans, Gen- 
eral NTegley, and Col. John F. Miller, we are prepared to go forward and 
follow the fortunes of the flag with increasing confidence in the cause 
of our country against its rebel foes. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

GEAKVILLE MOODY, 

Colonely Comdg. Seventy-fourth Eegiment Ohio Voh Infantry, 

H. M. Cist, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 



Chap. XXXIT.] 


THE stone’s river CAMPAIGN, 
No. 92. 


441 


Report of GoL Moses B, Walker^ TMrtyfvrst Ohio Infantry^ commanding 
First Brigade^ Third Division, 

Headquarters First Brigade, Third Division, 
Fourteenth Army Corps, Dept, of the Cumberland, 

Camp before Murfreesborough^ Tenn,, January 11, 1863. 

Major: On the night of the 30th ultimo the First Brigade made a 
night march from Nolensville to Stewartsborough. The road was very 
hea\"y, rough, and intricate, and most of the night was occupied in the 
inarcb. The Fourth Michigan Battery, belonging to the brigade, got 
through without accident, but in a manner unknown to the oldest inhab- 
itant. 

On the 31st the brigade was ordered to join the forces near Murfrees- 
borough. This order would have been promptly obeyed, but at the mo- 
ment it was received a messenger came into camp with the news that a 
body of rebel cavalry, numbering from 1,000 to 2,000 men, had attacked 
and were burning the supply train belonging to General McCook^s corps, 
at La V ergne. I immediately ordered the Seventeenth, Thirty-first, and 
Thirty-eighth Ohio Eegiments, and one section of the Fourth Michigan 
Battery to move with all possible haste to the relief of the train. Lest 
an attack might be made upon our camp in the absence of the troops, I 
left the Eighty-second Indiana Volunteers drawn up in line of battle, 
with four pieces of the Fourth Michigan Battery for its defense. 

The distance from my camp to La Yergne was a little more than 2| 
miles, and, though the infantry moved with great rapidity, we were una- 
ble to reach La Vergne before nearly all the wagons and their contents 
had been destroyed. By pushing forward the artillery with all haste, I 
was able to get the two guns which I had taken into position on the hill 
about one-third of a mile on this side of the town before the rebels had suc- 
ceeded in paroling near all the men connected with the train. Many of 
the rebel cavalry were engaged in trying to drive away the mules be- 
longing to the train, but the timely administration of shells by Lieuten- 
ant Wheat put an effectual stop to driving away the mules, but drove 
the rebels pell-mell into the woods on the right and left of the road. 

Captain Patten, of the First Ohio Cavalry, who had joined me on the 
march with 20 of his men^ supported, as well as could be done, by the 
Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers, now made pursuit, and succeeded in cap- 
turing 5 prisoners. The other two regiments having come up, a suf- 
ficient detail was made, under the direction of Major Ward and Cap- 
tain Stinchcomb, to secure all the mules and harness, with two wagons, 
which were not burned, and a considerable amount of camp and gar- 
rison equipage, all of which was for the time being secured, and has 
since been sent back to Nashville. The rebels had broken and rifled 
the trunks and valises of the officers, taking everything in the way of 
clothing and other property of value from them. 

Having done the best that I could, under the circumstances, in the 
way of saving property, and, as I have since learned, having killed sev- 
eral and wounded others, I marched my command back to camp ; on 
reaching which I immediately ordered Colonel Hunter, of the Eighty- 
second Indiana Volunteers, to move with his regiment on the road lead- 
ing to Nashville, to collect together and bring forward all the trains 
which he might meet coming this way. This was accordingly done, 
the regiment making a forced march to Nashville the same night and 
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advance to the front with ruy brigade and test the fact. I immediately 
obeyed his order. My men leaped over their breastworks, formed their 
lines, and moved to the front with a veteran steadiness and determina- 
tion. The enemy had again shown himself upon our front, and that at 
closer proximity than at any time during this or the preceding day. 

Stone’s battery had opened fire upon such a line as to compel me to 
move my left directly under it ; and finding that the elevation of his 
guns was not such as to enable me to do so in safety, I sent an officer 
to him with the request that he would change the direction of his pieces. 
The officer in command of the battery seems not to have understood my 
message, and for a few moments the fire from this battery threatened to 
do us greater injury than anything coming from the front, knocking the 
branches of trees to pieces and scattering them around us. Several shells 
from this battery also burst in our very midst, but, fortunately, did us 
no injury. 

We had not advanced more than 300 yards beyond our breastworks 
when the rebel infantry opened a rapid fire on our right from the corn- 
field adjacent, and from the pickets in front of our center. My lines 
advanced under this fire, with the utmost steadiness and good order, a 
distance of 75 or 80 yards before a shot was returned. I then gave the 
order to commence firing. The front line, composed of the Seventeenth 
and Thirty-first Eegiments, delivered a steady and well-directed fire. 
Then, as previously instructed, falling upon the ground to load, the 
Thirty-eighth Ohio and Eighty-second Indiana immediately advanced 
and delivered their fire, lying down to load. I then gave the order to 
fix bayonets, intending to finish the job with that weapon. The enemy, 
however; had fled precipitately before our volleys behind their breast- 
works in the woods. There being no corresponding movement on my 
right, and the battery on our left keeping up a most pertinacious fire, 
which put my lines in great peril should I advance, I withdrew the bri- 
gade again behind the breastworks.* 

About 7.30 in the evening I was again ordered by General Sheridan 
to make a reconnaissance in front. For this purpose I detailed two 
companies from each of the Ohio regiments under my command, and 
placed them under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Choate, of the 
Thirty-eighth Ohio Eegiment, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, of 
the Eighty-second Indiana Volunteers, and Captain Stinchcomb, of the 
Seventeenth Ohio Volunteers. This force had not advanced above a 
quarter of a mile to the front before they were fired on by the enemy. 
A brisk skirmish ensued, which was kept up for about half an hour.t 

On the morning of the 3d, being ordered to maintain great vigilance 
in watching the movements of the enemy to our front, I placed the bri- 
gade under arms, advancing my rear line and massing it upon the front 
under the breastworks. Here we remained pretty much all day, ex- 
posed to the inclemency of the weather and suffering a good deal, but 
without complaint. 

The officers and men uniformly behaved well while under my com- 
mand, and I find no lack of zeal, patience, or courage. 

With the night of the 3d closed the active struggles of this great con- 
flict. The First Brigade has sustained few casualties compared with 
others. We have tried to perform our duty. We have done the work 

* Nominal list of casualties in this advance reports 11 men wounded, viz : Eighty- 
second Indiana, 4j Seventeenth Ohio, 1; and Thirty-first Ohio, 6. 

t Nominal list of casualties in this affair reports Capt. James W. Stinchcomb, Sev- 
enteenth Ohio, and Lieut. Thomas B. Hanna and 4 men, of the Thirty-eighth Ohio, 
wounded. 
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assigned us in the best manner we knew how. We are in good condition 
to perform any service which may be required of us, and will do it cheer- 
fully, whatever it may be, as we have ever heretofore done. 
Bespectfully submitted. • 

M. B. WALKEE, 
Oolonely Commanding First Brigade, 

Maj. George E. Elynt. 


No. 93. 


Report of Col, Daniel McGoolCy Fifty-second Ohio Infantryy commanding 
brigade^ Fourth Division, 


Hdqrs. First Brigade, Seventh [Fourth] Division, 

Nashville y January 5, 1863. 


Sm : In accordance with orders received from Generals Mitchell and 
Morgan, I proceeded, with eight companies of the Sixtieth Eegimeut 
Illinois Infantry, two companies of the Tenth Eegiment Michigan In- 
fantry, the Sixth Tennessee Infantry, and the left wing of the Fifty- 
second Ohio Volunteers, together with detachments of the Third and 
Fourth Ohio, and Second Tennessee Cavalry, to escort an ammunition 
and hospital train of 95 wagons to the main army lying in front of Mur- 
freesborough. 

Within 7 miles of Nashville, General Wheeler and [Colonel] Wade, 
with 3,000 men and three pieces of artillery, attacked the train. I 
ordered Colonel Toler, with the Sixtieth Illinois Eegiment and two com- 
panies of the Tenth Michigan Eegiment, to seize some wooded and high 
ground on the right of the road, the side upon which the attack was 
being made. Orders were sent to hurry up the Sixth Tennessee and the 
Fifty-second Ohio. The enemy soon drove in the cavalry flankers, and 
about 60 of them reached the train. That portion of our cavalry upon 
the flank could not be rallied, and I endeavored alone to stem the tide — 
was completely surrounded by the rebels — wounding at least one with my 
pistol. While in this position Colonel Zahm and First Lieut. E, L. An- 
derson, Fifty-second Ohio, with about 20 men, charged upon the body of 
rebels at the train and drove them off. As soon as Colonel Toler got 
into position he opened a destructive lire upon the main body of the 
rebels, and put them to flight- The Sixth Tennessee and the Fifty-sec- 
ond Ohio did not get up in time to take any active part in the struggle, 
but are worthy of all praise for the alacrity with which they double- 
quicked to the scene of action. Too much praise cannot be given to 
Colonel Zahm for his good judgment and dashing bravery during the 
fight. Colonel Toler and Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson, with officers and 
men under their command, behaved with commendable gallantry. To 
Major Lee, One hundred and twenty-fifth Illinois, acting upon my staff; 
Lieutenant Anderson, my aide, and Lieutenant Swift, Fifty-second Ohio, 
brigade inspector, I am under many obligations for their judgment in 
delivering and gallantry in carrying orders. The rebels lost 2 officers 
and 13 men killed, 2 officers and 12 men taken pi isoners, and 11 wounded. 
Our loss was 2 wounded, one of whom has since died. The train pro- 
ceeded without further molestation to Murfreesborough. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL McCOOK, 
Golonely Commanding Brigade. 


Lieutenant Wiseman, 

Acting Assistant A dfitant’ General 
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Kemrts of MaL Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden. U. S. Army.^ commandinq 

Left Wing. 

Headqdabtebs Left Wma, 

Lecember 26, 1862. 

Colonel : The left wing inarched this morning, in conformity with 
orders, for La Yergne, Brigadidt-General Palmer, commanding Second 
Division, taking the advance, preceded by three regiments of cavalry, 
under Colonel Kennett. When approaching the eleventh mile-stone, 
our cavalry encountered the enemy’s pickets. The skirmish was sharp, 
but quickly ended by our cavalry driving them from their cover in the 
cedars, and capturing 6 prisoners. Two of our men were severely 
wounded, but are doing well. Two miles from La Yergne the enemy 
met us in considerable force. We occupied some time in artillery firing, 
without much result (we having 1 killed and 1 wounded), until Brig- 
adier-General Cruft, with two regiments, the First Kentucky and Thirty- 
first Indiana, with the cavalry securing his left, and a section of artil- 
lery pressing down the road, passing under cover of the woods to the 
right of the enemy, attacked them, and, with great spirit, drove them 
across the creek into the town. He reports 1 killed and 5 wounded. 
At the same time Colonel Whitaker, with two regiments, attacked the 
enemy’s left, and, after an animated contest, drove them from the thick 
woods toward the village, but, night coming on, he withdrew to the 
camp, having 7 men wounded, none killed. In all these skirmishes the 
enemy fought with such determination as to induce the belief that there 
must "have been a large force in the neighborhood. Our troops are in 
excellent condition, and manifest the finest military spirit and enthu- 
siasm. 

The rebel force in the beginning is reported by prisoners to have 
consisted of four regiments of cavalry, one of infantry, and eight pieces 
of artillery (we saw only four pieces), but during the affair five other 
regiments came up. We could not ascertain the loss of the enemy. 

Eecapitulation : Killed of our troops, 2 ; wounded, 16 ; prisoners cap- 
tured, 12. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. L. CEITTENDBN, 
Major- Genemlj Commanding. 

Col. J. P. Gabesoh^:, 

Chief of Staff. 

P. S. — I am waiting anxiously to hear from you and of the fight which 
took place on the right. The firing for a time was apparently heavy. 
My command is all ordered to be under arms and ready at daylight. 


One Mile Nobth of La Yerone, 

December 26, 1862 — 4.30 o’clock. 

Colonel : I must camp here. It will be dark before my first division 
can get into camp. The enemy are now skirmishing briskly on the 
ground where I propose to camp one division. 1 have no reason to 
think there is a heavy force near me but that 1 have obstinately op- 
posed for several hours, they giving way slowly and taking advantage*, 
of every favorable ])Osition. 1 will move up in the morning early to 
ytewartsborough with a diyiwsion, and try to save the bridge, but. with 
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little hope. I will also send out as directed on Jeftferson pike. I hope 
to hear from you to-night. My headquarters will he about miles 
north of La Vergne, on Nashville road. 

What about the heavj’- firing toward Nolensville ? 

Eespectfully, 

T. L. CRITTENDEN, 

Major-General. 

Col. J. P. GAEESCHIiI. 


Headqitaetees Left Wing, 

December 27, 1862. 

Colonel : I detached (as ordered) Colonel Hazen, with the Second 
Brigade, Second Division, down the Jefferson pike, supported by a bat- 
tery and battalion of cavalry. I sent with him a guide, and placed the 
First and Second Brigades, Third Division, Van Cleve’s, at the junction 
of the Jefferson pike with the Murfreesborough road. Very soon after 
leaving the Murfreesborough road the firing commenced, and continued 
with but little intermission until almost dark. The guide sent has just 
returned with a verbal message that he had taken, and now holds, the 
bridge, camping just by it. Colonel Hazen lost several killed and 
wounded, with 3 or 4 cavalry taken prisoners by the enemy, and took 
7 prisoners. As soon as accurate details are returned by Colonel Hazen 
I will promptly report them. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. L. CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Col. J. P. CAEESCHil. 


Hdqes. Left Wing, Aemy of the Oumbbelahi), 

One mile and a half North of La Vergne, 

December 28, 1862 — ^2.30 p. m. 

Colonel : Have this moment received your two dispatches, asking 
if all my division had moved, and where General Stanley was. I came 
on with the division, which marched in the center. Van Oleve was to 
follow, and I doubt not is close up. We have been skirmishing over the 
last 3 or 4 miles; had 2 men wounded and captured several prisoners. 
Have had a brisk cannonading here, in sight of La Vergne; no one hurt 
as yet on our side, we moving up cautiously. Some reports of infantry 
in sight, but not well authenticated. 

Respectfully, ^ CRITTENDEN, 

' Major-General. 

Col. J. P. GabesoegS, 

Chief of i^taff. 

P. S.— Have heard pretty sharp cannonading toward Nolensville for 
about one hour, beginning about 12 o’clock. 


Headquaetees Left Wing, 

December 29 [28?], 1862. 

Colonel : I have the honor to inclose the reports of General Hascall 

and the officers of his command. , , ^ 

A very difficult task was very handsomely performed on yesterday 
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by General Hascall and liis brigade. Ability, activity, and courage 
marked the conduct of tbe general commanding, and the brigade showed 
itself worthy of such a commander. I respectfully call the attention of 
the general commanding to the particularly handsome conduct of the 
troops in charging at La Vergne, in seizing the bridge at Stewart’s 
Creek, and in reposing the cavalry. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. L. GEITTENDEN, 
Major-General^ Commandwg, 

Col. J. P. GAREgOH^;, 


Headquarters Left Wing, 

January 15, 1803. 

Colonel: In obedience to orders, I left camp, near Fashville, on 
December 26, and reached the point where the battle of Stone’s Eiver 
was fought just before dusk on the evening of the 29th. 

The march from Kashville was accompanied by the skirmishing usual 
when any army moves toward any enemy posted near by and in force. 
The gallant and handsome things done by several portions of my com- 
mand during this march have been mentioned in detail by the immediate 
commanders conducting the advance and leading the skirmishers. The 
seizure of two bridges, one by General Hascall and the other by Colonel 
Hazen ; the gallant charge of the trooi)s of Hascall’s brigade at La 
Vergne, and the counter-charge and capture of 25 of the enemy by a 
company of the new regiment (One hundredth Illinois), when charged 
by the enemy’s cavalry, are worthy of notice. 

It was about dusk, and just at the moment when Generals Wood and 
Palmer had halted to gather up their troops, that I reached the head of 
my command. These two generals had their divisions in line of battle, 
General Wood on the left and General Palmer on the right, the enemy 
in sight, and evidently in heavier force than we had yet encountered 
them ; it was evident they intended to dispute the passage of the river 
and fight a battle at or near Murfreesborough. 

At this moment I received an order to occupy Murfreesborough with 
one division, encamping the other two outside. I immediately gave the 
order to advance, and the movement was commenced. Wood was or- 
dered to occupy the place. General Palmer being ordered, at General 
Wood’s suggestion, to keep in line with Wood’s division, and advance 
with him until we had forced the passage of the river. At this time it 
was dark. General Wood had declared, when he received the order, 
that it was hazarding a great deal for very little to move over unknown 
ground in the night, instead of waiting for daylight, and that I ought to 
take the responsibility of disobeying the order. I thought the move- 
ment hazardous, but as the success of the whole army might depend 
on the prompt execution of orders by every officer, it was my duty to 
advance. After General Wood had issued the order to advance, and 
General Palmer had received his also, they both came to see me, and in- 
sisted that the order should not be carried out. I refused to rescind the 
order, but consented to suspend it for one hour, as General Eosecrans 
could be heard from in that time. During the interval the general him- 
self came to the front and approved of what 1 had done. 

In the mean time Colonel Harker had, after a sharp skirmish, gallantly 
crossed the river with his brigade and Bradley’s battery, and Hascall 
was already in the river advancing when the order to vsuspend the move- 
mept was received. As soon as possible T recalled Harker, and, to my 
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great satisfaction, this able officer, with consummate address, withdrew 
from the actual presence of a vastly superior force his artillery and 
troops, and recrossed the river without any serious loss. 

During the night General McCook came over to see the commanding 
general, and reported that he was on the Wilkinson pike, about Smiles 
in the rear of our line, and that he should advance in the morning. 

The next morning (the 30th) early, my line of battle was formed. Pal- 
mer’s division occupied the ground to the right of the turnpike, his right 
resting on General l^egley’s left, General Ifegley having advanced into 
the woods and taken a pQsition on the center, to connect with General 
McCook when he should come into line. General Wood was to occupy 
that part of our front to the left of the turnpike, extending down the 
river. General Van Cleve was held in reserve, to the rear and left. 

This position of our forces was, without material change, maintained 
all day, though the skirmishing during part of the day was very heavy, 
particularly on our extreme right, where McCook was coming up. Then , 
when it apparently assumed almost the proportions of a battle, I pro- 
posed to cross the river with my corps and attack Murfreesborough,from 
the left, by way of the Lebanon pike, but the general, though approving 
the plan of attack, would not consent that I should move until McCook 
was more seriously engaged. 

On the morning of the 31st, when the battle began I occupied the 
front near the turnpike. General Palmer’s division on the right. General 
Wood’s on the left. General Van Cleve in reserve, to the rear and left. 

About 8 o’clock, when my troops under Van Cleve were crossing the 
river, as ordered, and when all was ready for an advance movement, it 
became evident that our right was being driven back. Orders were 
received and immediately issued recalling Van Cleve, and stopping the 
advance. Van Cleve was ordered to leave a brigade to guard the ford 
(Matthews’ brigade. Colonel Price commanding in Colonel Matthews’ 
absence, was left), and to hurry with all possible dispatch to try and 
check the enemy to the right and rear. One brigade of his division. 
Colonel Fyffe’s, had already been ordered to protect the train then 
threatened near the hospital ; and General Van Cleve moved at once, 
and quickly, to the right with Beatty’s brigade. He arrived most op- 
portunely, as his own and Colonel Beatty’s reports show, and cheeked 
the enemy. 

The confusion of our own troops, who were being driven from the 
woods at this point, hindered him for some little time from forming his 
men in line of battle. This difficulty, however, was soon overcome, his 
line rapidly formed, and one small brigade, commanded by the gallant 
Colonel Beatty, ot the Nineteenth Ohio, under the direction of General 
Van Cleve, boldly attacked vastly superior forces of the enemy, then 
advancing infullcareer, checked their advance, and drove them back. 

Being soon re-enforced by Fyffe’s brigade and Barker’s brigade, of 
Wood’s division, the enemy were pressed vigorously too far. They 
came upon the enemy massed to receive them, who, outnumbering them 
and outflanking them, compelled them to fall back in turn. This they 
did in good order, and fighting with such effect that the enemy drew off 
and left them, and they were able to hold their position during the re- 
mainder of the day. From this time the great object of the enemy seemed 
to be to break our left and front, where, under great disadvantages, iny 
two divisions, under Generals Wood and Palmer, maintained their 
ground. When the troops composing the center and right wing of our 
army had been driven by the enemy fium our original line of battle to 
a line almost perpendicular to it, the First and Second Divisions of the 
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left -wing Still nobly maintained their position, though several times 
assaulted by the enemy in great force. It was evident that it was vital 
to us that this position should be held, at least, until our troops, which 
had been driven back, could establish themselves on their new line. 

The country is deeply indebted to Generals Wood and Palmer for 
the sound judgment, skill, and courage with which they managed their 
commands' at this important crisis in the battle. The reports of my 
division commanders show how nobly and how ably they were supported 
by their officers ; and the most melancholy and convincing proof of the 
bravery of all who fought in this part of the field is their terrible list of 
the killed and wounded, for with them there was no rout and no con- 
fusion. The men who fell fell fighting in the ranks. 

Generals Wood and Van Oleve being wounded on the 31st, their 
commands devolved, of course, on other officers, General Hascall tak- 
ing command of Wood’s division and Colonel Beatty of Van Oleve’s, on 
the 1st of January. It was a fortunate thing that competent and gal- 
lant officers took command of these noble divisions. On the night of the 
31st, with the consent of the general commanding, I reunited my com- 
mand, bringing them all together on the left of the turnpike ; and before 
daylight, by orders from the general commanding, we took up a new 
line of battle, about 500 yards to the rear of our former line. HascalFs 
division was ordered to rest their right on the position occupied by 
Stokes’ battery, and his left on General Palmer’s right. General Pal- 
mer was to rest his left on the ford, the right extending toward the 
railroad and perpendicular to it, thus bringing the line at- right angles 
to the railroad and turnpike, and extending from Stokes’ battery to the 
ford. 

On the morning of January 1, Van Cleve’s division again crossed the 
river and took position on ground the general considered important we 
should hold, extending from the ford about half a mile from the river, the 
right resting on the high ground near the river, and the left thrown for- 
ward, so that the direction of the line should be nearly perpendicular 
to it. These changes in position having been accomplished, the day 
passed quietly, except continued skirmishing and occasional artillery 
firing. 

The next day, January 2, large forces of the enemy’s infantry and 
artillery were seen to pass to their right, apparently contemplating an 
attack. Lieutenant Livingston, with Drury’s battery, was ordered over 
the river, and Colonel Grose’s brigade, of Palmer’s division, was also 
crossed over, taking post on the hill near the hospital, so as to protect 
the left and rear of Beatty’s position. 

On the evening of the 2d, about 4 p. m., a sudden and concentrated 
attack was made on the Third Division, now commanded by Colonel 
Beatty. Several batteries opened at the same time on this division. 
The overwhelming numbers of the enemy directed upon two brigades 
forced them, after a bloody but short conflict, back to the river. The 
object of the enemy (it is since ascertained) was to. take the battery 
which we had on that side of the river. In this attempt it is most 
likely they would have succeeded, but for the sound judgment and wise 
precaution of Colonel Beatty in changing the position of his battery. 

It was so late when the attack was made that the enemy, failing in 
their enterprise to capture our battery, were sure of not sufiering any 
great disaster in case of a repulse, because night would protect them. 
They not only failed to capture our battery, but lost four of their guns 
in their repulse and flight. 

As sooa as it became evident that the enemy were driving: Qolone^ 
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Beatty, I turned to my chief of artillery, Oapt. John Mendenhall, and 
said, ‘‘IsTow, Mendenhall, yoti must cover my men with your cannon.” 
Without any show of excitement or haste, almost as soon as the order 
was given, the batteries began to open, so perfectly had he placed them. 
In twenty minutes from the time the order was received, fifty-two guns 
were firing upon the enemy. They cannot be said to have been checked 
in their advance — from a rapid advance they broke at once into a rapid 
retreat. Ke-enforcements soon began to arrive, and our troops crossed 
the river, and pursued the fleeing enemy until dark. 

It is a ifleasant thing to report that officers and men from the center 
and right wing hurried to the support of the left, when it was known 
to be hard pressed. General J. C. Davis sent a brigade at once without 
orders ; then applied for and obtained orders to follow immediately with 
his division. General IsTegle^r, from the center, crossed with a part of 
his division. General McCook, to whom I applied for a brigade, not 
knowing of Davis’ movement, ordered immediately Colonel Gibson to 
go with his brigade, and the colonel and'the brigade passed at double- 
quick in less than five minutes after the request was made. Honor is 
due to such men. 

On the night of the 2d, General Hascall, with his division, and Gen- 
eral Davis, with his, encamped a little in advance of the position which 
Beatty had occupied. General Palmer, commanding the Second Divis- 
ion, encamped with two brigades in reserve to HascalPs and Davis’ 
divisions and the remaining brigade on this side of the river. 

In this position these troops remained until Saturday night, when, 
the river beginning to rise and the rain continuing to fall, it was feared 
we might be separated from the rest of the army, and all recrossed the 
river, except Palmer’s two brigades, which remained, and did not come 
back until it was ascertained the next day, Sunday, that the enemy had 
evacuated Murfreesborough. 

I feel that this report of the part taken by my command in the battle 
of Stone’s Eiver is very imperfect. I have only endeavored to give a 
general outline of the most important features of the battle. The re- 
ports, however, of the division, brigade, and regimental commanders, 
together with the report of the chief of artillery, accompanying this 
report, give a detailed and good account of the memorable incidents 
which occurred in this protracted fight. 

Eeports of the division commanders show how nobly they were sus- 
tained by their subordinate officers, and all reports show how nobly the 
troops behaved. Generals Wood and Van Oleve, though wounded early 
in the battle of the 31st, remained in the saddle and on the field through- 
out the day, and at night were ordered to the rear. General Palmer, 
exposing himself everywhere and freely, escaped unhurt, and com- 
manded the Second Division throughout the battle. 

To these three division commanders I return my most earnest and 
heartfelt thanks for the brave, prompt, and able manner in which they 
executed every order, and I very urgently present their names to the 
commanding general and to the Government as having fairly earned 
promotion. 

After the 31st, General Hascall commanded Wood’s division (the First) 
and Colonel Beatty (the Third) Van Cleve’s. To these officers I am in- 
debted for the same cheerful and prompt obedience to orders and same 
brave support which I received from their predecessors in command, 
and I also respectfully present their names to the commanding general 
and the Government as having earned promotion on the field of battle. 

There are numerous cases of distinguished conduct, in brigade as well 
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as regimental commanders, mentioned by my division commanders as 
meriting promotion. I respectfully refer the general commanding to 
division, brigade, and regimental reports, and solicit for the gallant 
officers and men who have distinguished themseiyes for conduct and 
bravery in battle the honors they have won. We have officers who 
have commanded brigades for almost a year, though they have but the 
rank of colonel. In such cases, and in all like cases, as where a lieu- 
tenant commands a company, it seems, if the officers have capacity for 
their commands on the field, that they should have the rank the com- 
mand is entitled to. 

The report of Captain Mendenhall, chief of artillery to the left wing, 
shows the efficiency, skill, and daring with which our artillery officers 
handled their batteries. Division and brigade commanders vie with 
each other in commendations of our different batteries ; some of these 
batteries, fighting as they did in all parts of the field, won praises from 
all. To these officers also attention is called, with a sincere hope that 
they may be rewarded as their valor and bearing deserve. 

Maj. Lyne Starling, assistant adjutant-general to the left wing, has 
been for nearly eighteen months the most indefatigable officer I ever 
knew in his department. His services to me are invaluable. On the 
field here, as well as at Shiloh, he was distinguished even amid so many 
brave men for his daring and efficiency. 

Oapt. R. Loder, inspector-general of the left wing, has entitled him- 
self to my lasting gratitude by his constant and able management of his 
department. It is sufficient to say that the gallant and lamented Colo- 
nel Gareschd told him in my presence, but a short time before the battle, 
that he had proven himself to be the best inspector-general in the army. 
On the field of battle bravery was added to the same efficiency and 
activity which marked his conduct in the camp. 

Caj)t. John Mendenhall, who has been mentioned already as chief of 
artillery to my command, but of whom too much good cannot be said, 
is also topographical engineer on my staff. In this capacity, as in all 
where he works, the work is well and faithfully done. His services at 
Shiloh, of which I was an eye-witness, his splendid conduct as chief of 
artillery of the left wing, his uniform soldierly bearing, point him out as 
eminently entitled to promotion. 

To the medical director of the left wing. Dr. A. J. Phelps, the thanks 
of the army and country are due, not only for his prompt attention to 
the wounded, but for his arrangements for their immediate accommoda- 
tion. He took good care not only of the wounded of my command, but 
of more than 2,000 wounded from other corps and from the enemy. 
Since the battle I have visited his hospitals, and can bear testimony to 
the efficiency of the medical department of this wing. 

Oapt. Louis M. Buford and Lieut. George Knox, my aides de oamp, 
were brave, active, and efficient helps to me all through the battle. 
Captain Buford was struck just over the heart, fortunately by a ball too 
far spent to penetrate, and which only bruised. The captain and Lieu- 
tenant Knox were frequently exposed to the heaviest firing as they fear- 
lessly carried .my orders to all parts of the field. 

Captain Case, of the Signal Corps, tendered his services as a volun- 
teer aide, and proved himself a bold soldier and an efficient aide. 

Two other officers of the same corps. Lieutenants Jones and — , 

tendered their serxnces as aides, and were placed on my staff during the 
battle, and I thank them sincerely for their services. 

Lieutenant Bruner, of the Third Kentucky Cavalry, who commanded 
my escort, was as quietly brave on the battle-field as he is mild and gen- 
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tlemanly in tlie camp. I thank him and the brave men he commands 
for the fearless discharge of their duties amid so many hardships and 
perils. 

Before concluding this report, it will be proper to add that when I 
speak of a quiet day, I mean to speak comparatively. We had no quiet 
days ; no rest from the time we reached the battle-field until the enemy 
tied ; skirmishing constantly, and sometimes terrible cannonading. 

On the 2d, which we call a quiet day until about 4 p. m., the First 
Division, under Hascall, laid for a half hour in the early part of the day 
under the heaviest cannonading we endured. Many men were killed, 
but he and his brave soldiers would not flinch. 

The appended summary of the killed and wounded, furnished by my 
medical director, demonstrates with what fearful energy and earnestness 
the battle was contested in my command. 

Beport of killed, wounded, and mming, Left Wing. 


Divisions. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

First Division : , 




Officers 

11 

56 


Enlisted men 

200 

859 

i 167 

Total • 

211 

915 

167 

Second Division : 




Officers 

15 

40 

6 

Enlisted men 

191 

1,031 

257 

Total 

206 

1,080 

263 

TJi ird DivivSion ; 



Officers 

17 

52 

4 

Enlisted men 

216 

854 

387 

Total 

233 

90G 

391 

(rraTid tntnl* , . .. 



4,372 





Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. T. L. OEITTENDEl^, 


Magor-GeneraJ^ Commanding. 


Col. 0. Goddabd, Chief of Staff. 


1^0. 95. * 

Report of Capt. John Mendenhall., Fourth TJ. S. Artillery^ Chief of 

Artillery. 

HnQns. Left Wing, Fourteenth Arjmy Corps, 

January 10, 1863. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the artillery in the left wing from December 26, 1862, to January 
2, 1863 : 

This army marched from camp, near I:s ashville, December 26, the left 
wing marching on the Murfreesborough pike. 

December 26, about 3 p. m., our advance was brought to a stand-still, 


Bnt seo revised statement, pp. 211-214. 
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near La Yergne, Iby a rebel battery. It was opposed by a section of 
artillery serving with the cavalry, which, being unable to dislodge the 
enemy, our advance battery (Captain Staiidart’s, Battery B, First 
Ohio) was, after a little delay, put in position and oiioned lire, soon 
silencing the enemy’s battery. 

December 27, General Hascall took the advance with his brigade and 
Lieutenant Estep’s Eighth Indiana Battery. They inarched steadily for- 
ward until the enemy was driven across Stewart’s Creek, the battery 
halting only when it was necessary to fire ; two pieces were posted near, 
covering the bridge. 

December 28, some artillery was so disposed as 1o check the miemy, 
should ho attempt to destroy or retake the bridge. 

December 20, Lieutenant Parsons, commanding Batteries 11 and M, 
Fourth Artillery, being in a commanding jmsition, thrinva few shells 
about 9 a. m., driving the enemy’s pickets from the oppositi^ woods. 
Our column advanced across the bihlge at 10 a. m., meeting with little 
resistance until within about 8 miles of MurCreeshorough. Our lroo])s 
were placed in line of battle as they came ui), the artilh'iy rmnaining 
with their divisions. 

December 80, about 0 a. in., the enemy opened upon Captain Co.x’s 
Tenth Indiana Battery (which was between the ])ike and (he railroail, 
and in front partially covered by woods). Captain Bradley’s Hixth Oiiio 
Battery at once took a position to tlio left of the woods and in a corn- 
field. The two batteries soon silenced that of the enemy. One shot 
killed a man near xvhero a number of general and staff Otlicers w(>re 
standing, and another, passing through Battery IT, h’ourih Artill(>ry, 
killed one man and wounded another, besides disabling a. hors('. 

December 31, the left wing started to cross Stone’s River about. S a. 
m., but before a division had crossed, intelligence was rec.eive*! (hat the 
right W’as falling back. Oolomd Fytlc’s brigade, which was about cross- 
ing, xvas ordered to countovrnareh and moveatdouble.-cpuek to (he rigid. 
Captain Swallow’s Seiumth Indiana Battery o]>(irated for a time with 
this brigade, shelling the ix'bel cavalry from the brie.k hospital, Am-.. 
Colonel Beatty’s brigade, having nicrossed the river, advaneeii to lh(>, 
support of the right wing, btit the Tweidy-sixth I’enu'sylvania Battery, 
Lieutenant Stevens eommauding, being unable to follow the. brigade 
through the wood.s, took a position near th(< pil«‘, and iveeive*! the 
enemy with shot and shell as he. advanced after our retreating coluimis, 
and, I think, did his part, in checking him. He advanced as they re- 
treated, and took a jmsition in a corn field on the right of (lie jdke, near 
the three-mile post, and again ojmnod nj>on the enemy. The. position of 
this battery nnderw’ont several eh:mg<\s during the, rest of th<! <la.v, bat 
remained in the same imnje<liatc vicinity. Lieutenant Livingston, hav- 
ing recrossed thorivfw with tiie briga<le, took a j>osition commanding 
the ford, and about 12 m. ojxuied ujmu the enemy’s cavalry, white at- 
tempting to drive off some of onr wagons which had erossecl thei river, 
and were near a hospital we had establisliod on the other side. Tfiev 
were driven away with little booty. 

The batteries of General Wood’s division (Cox’s Tenth Indiana, Estep's 
Eighth Indiana, and Bradley’s Sixth Ohio, all under eommand of Major 
Race, of tho First Ohio A.rtiUery) fought with the hrigad<‘.s with whhTi 
they wore serving, I had no occasion to give sjHw.iuI orders to m'ther of 
them during the day. Tho batteries of General Palmer’s divi.sion servi-d 
with it during the morning, rendering good 8ervi<s>. Cajif ain St aiidart’s 
battery (B, First Ohio) fell back with General Cruft’s brigndt*, and was 
not again engaged during tho day. 
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Captain Cockerill during the afternoon was ordered to the front, and 
he took a position in the corn-field on the left of the woods, where the 
enemy was making such desperate attempts to force back the left. At 
this place Captain Cockerill was severely wounded in the foot, and the 
command of the battery devolved upon Lieutenant Osburn. Two guns 
of this battery were disabled from their own firing, the axles being too 
weak. One of the limbers of this battery was blown up during the day. 
Lieutenant Parsons, commanding Batteries H and M, Fourth Artillery, 
was ordered up to support the left about 4 p.in., and took a position in 
rear of the woods near the railroad, and after he had expended all his 
ammunition I sent Captain Swallow’s (Seventh Indiana) battery to 
replace him. These batteries did much to repel the enemy, as he od- 
vanced with the evident determination to drive us back at all hazards, 
if possible. 

Luring the night the batteries were resupplied with ammunition, and 
I directed them to take positions as follows, before daylight, viz : Lieu- 
tenant Livingston (Third Wisconsin), commanding ford on the extreme 
left; Captain Swallow (Seventh Indiana) on his right near the railroad; 
Lieutenant Stevens (Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania) also near railroad, 
but on the left of Captain Swallow.* The batteries of the First Division 
between the railroad and the pike. Captain Bradley (Sixth Ohio) on 
the left; Captain Cox (Tenth Indiana) on the right, and Lieutenant 
Estep (Eighth Indiana) in the center. The Second Division batteries 
near the pike, in reserve. 

Daring the morning Lieutenant Livingwston was directed to cross the 
river; he was assigned a position by Colonel Beatty, and Captain 
Swallow took his place commanding the ford. Lieutenant Parsons was 
ordered to a position on General Kousseau’s front by General Rosecrans, 
and Captain Cox was moved across the pike, near the Board of Trade 
Battery, to support the right of his division, which had moved its right 
to that point. After dark, Captain Staudart was ordered to relieve the 
Board of Trade Battery. No firing, except now and then a shell at the 
enemy’s pickets was fired, during the day. 

January 2, early in the forenoon, the enemy opened his batteries, first 
upon our left, which was not responded to, their shot and shell doing 
no harm. Tliey then opened more furiously upon the troops and bat- 
teries near the railroad and pike. Several of our batteries replied and 
soon silenced them. When the enemy had nearly ceased firing, the 
Board of Trade Battery (Captain Stokes) opened with canister upon 
Captain Bradley’s battery and Colonel Harker’s brigade, wounding 
several men and horses. 

Captain Staudart, with three pieces, Captain Bradley, Sixth Ohio, 
and Lieutenant Estep, Eighth Indiana, retired a short distance to fit 
up, they having received more or less injury from the enemy. Captain 
Bradley fell back on account of being fired into by Captain Stokes. He 
returned to his former position after a little while, but Captain Staudart 
and Lieutenant Estep remained in reserve. I then ordered Lieutenant 
Parsons, with Batteries H and M, Fourth Artillery, to a i)osition on 
the ridge, to the right of Captain Swallow (who was on the highest 
point of the ridge covei'ing the ford), and Lieutenant Osburn, Battery 
F, First Oliio, to a position x^erhaps 100 yards to the right of Lieutenant 
Parsons. Daring the afternoon Colonel Beatty changed the position 
of Lieutenant Livingston’s (Third Wisconsin) battery to near the hos- 
l>ital, across the river. 

About 4 p. in., while riding aloilg the pike with General Crittenden, 
we heard heavy firing of artillery and musketry on the left. We at 
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once rode briskly over, and, arriving upon the hill near the ford, saw 
our infantry retiring before the enemy. The general asked me if I could 
not do something to relieve Colonel Beatty with my guns. ^ Captain 
Swallow had already opened with his battery. I ordered Lieutenant 
Parsons to move a little forward and open with his guns ; then rode 
back to bring up Lieutenant Estep, with his Eighth Indiana Battery. 
Meeting Captain Morton, with his brigade of Pioneers, he asked for 
advice, and I told him to move briskly forward with his brigade, and 
send his battery to the crest of the hill, near the batteries already en- 
gaged. The Eighth Indiana Battery took position to the right of Lieu- 
tenant Parsons. 

Seeing that Lieutenant Osbiirn was in position (between Lieutenants 
Parsons and Estep), I rode to Lieutenant Stevens (Twenty-sixth Pennsyl- 
vania Battery), and directed him to change front, to fire to the left and 
open fire ; and then to Captain Standart, and directed him to move to 
the left with his pieces ; and he took position covering the ford. I 
found that Captain Bradley had anticipated my wishes, and had changed 
front to fire to the left, and opened upon the enemy ; this battery was 
near the railroad. Lieutenant Livingston^s (Third Wisconsin) battery 
(which was across the river) opened upon the advancing enemy, and 
continued to fire until he thought he could no longer maintain his posi- 
tion, when he crossed over, one section at a time, and opened fire again. 
The firing ceased about dark. 

Daring this terrible encounter of little more than an hour in duration, 
forty-three pieces of artillery, belonging to the left wing, the Board 
of Trade Battery of six guns, and the batteries of General Negley^s 
division, about nine guns, making a total of about fifty-eight pieces, 
opened fire upon the enemy. The enemy soon retired, our troops follow- 
ing ; three batteries of the left wing, besides those of General Davis, 
crossed the river in pursuit. 

During this engagement Lieutenant Parsons had one of his howitzers 
dismounted by a shot from the enemy, but it was almost immediately 
replaced by one captured from .the enemy, and brought over by the 
Nineteenth Illinois Eegiment. 

The following are the casualties, &c., in the several batteries : 


Designation of battery. 


Commanding officer. 


Enlisted 

men. 


^6 



Horses. 


Guns. 



^ . 
n- 

^5 



g 


Batteries H and M, 4tb 
Artillery. 

Battery B, 1st OMo 

Battery F, Ist Ohio * 

7tb Indiana Battery 

Sd Wisconsin Battery — 

26th Pennsylvania Battery. 

8th Indiana Battery 

lOfch Indiana Battery 

6th Ohio Battery 


Lieut. C. C. Parsons 2 

Captain Standart 3 

Captain Cockerill .. 1 2 
Captain Swallow — 1 4 

Lieutenant Living- 

ston. 

Lieutenant Stevens 2 

Lieutenant Estep 

Captain Cox 1 

Captain Bradley 2 


14 


13 

12 

7 

4 

7 

6 

4 

2 


1 2,200 


4 4 


2 



1, 610 
1, 080 
400 
358 

1, 650 
871 
1,442 
600 


Total, 


2 16 


16 


126 


13 


1 


4 10,216 


This hatteiy had a limherhlown up on the 31st. 
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Captain Cockerill and Lieutenant Buckmar were both wounded on 
the 31st. The former commanded Battery F, First Ohio, and the latter 
belongs to the Seventh Indiana Battery. 

Major Eace, First Ohio Artillery, chief of artillery in the First Divis- 
ion, and the several battery commanders, with their officers and men, 
all, with one exception, deserve most grateful mention for their coolness 
and bravery throughout the battle. 

Lieutenant Parsons, commanding Batteries H and M, Fourth Artil- 
lery, and his officers. Lieutenants Cushing and Huntington, deserve 
great credit for their courage under the hottest of the enemy^s fire 5 
they were probably under closer fire and more of it than any other bat- 
tery in the left wing, and perhaps in the army. I am more than pleased 
with the way they behaved, as well as the brave men that were under 
them. Captain Bradley, Sixth Ohio Battery, deserves particular notice 
for the manner in which he handled his battery. 

The one exception above referred to is Lieut. Eichard Jervis, of the 
Eighth Indiana, who is represented to have acted in a very cowardly 
manner, by retiring a section of the battery at a critical moment, with- 
out orders or notifying his battery commander. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JOHK MENDENHALL, 
Oaj^tain Fourth Artillery ^ Chief of Artillery » 

Maj. Lyne Starling, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 96. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood, U. 8. Army, commanding First 

Division. 

Nashville, Tenn., January 6, 1863. 

Sir : On the morning of the 26th ultimo, the left wing of the Four- 
teenth Army Corps broke up its encampment, in the vicinity of Nash- 
ville, and moved toward the enemy. Eeliable information assured us 
that he was encamped in force at and in the vicinity of Murfreesbor- 
ough ; but as his cavalry, supported occasionally by infantry, had ex- 
tended its operations up to our outposts, and as we had been compelled 
for some days previous to the movement on the 26th ultimo to fight for 
the greater part of the forage consumed by the animals, it was supposed 
we should meet with resistance as soon as our troops passed beyond the 
line of our outposts. Nor was this expectation disappointed. 

The order of march on the first day of the movement placed the Sec- 
ond Division, General Palmer, in advance, followed by my own. Sev- 
eral miles northward of La Vergne, a small hamlet nearly equidistant 
between Nashville and Murfreesborough, parties of the enemy were 
encountered by our advance guard, a cavalry force, and a running fight 
at once commenced. The country occupied by these bodies of hostile 
troops affords ground peculiarly favorable for a small force to retard the 
advance of a larger one. Large cultivated fields occur at intervals on 
either side of the turnpike road, but the country between the cultivated 
tracts is densely wooded, and much of the woodland interspersed with 
thick groves of cedar. The face of the country is undulating, presenting 
a succession of swells and subsidences. This brief description is appli- 
cable to the whole country between Nashville and Murfreesborough, 
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and it will show to tLe most casual observer bow favorable it was for 
covering the movements and designs of tbe enemy in resisting our 
progress. 

Tbe resistance of tbe enemy prevented our troops from gaining pos- 
session of tbe commanding heights immediately south of La Yergne 
during the first day^s operations, and delayed tbe arrival of my division 
at the site intended for its encampment until some time after nightfall. 
The darkness of the evening and tbe lateness of the hour prevented such 
a reconnaissance of tbe ground as is so necessary in close proximity to 
tbe enemy 5 but, to guard effectually against snrj)rise, a regiment from 
each brigade was thrown over forward as a grand guard, and tbe front 
and flanks of tbe division covered with a continuous line of skirmishers. 

Tbe troops were ordered to be roused an hour and a half before dawn 
of tbe following morning, to get their breakfast as speedily as possible, 
and to be formed under arms and in order of battle before daylight. 
An occasional shell from the opposing heights, with which tbe enemy 
commenced to greet us shortly after the morning broke, showed these 
precautions were not lost. 

As it was understood from tbe commanding general of tbe corps that 
the right wing was not so far advanced as the left, the latter did not 
move forward until 11 a. m. on the 27th. At this hour tbe advance was 
ordered, and my division was directed to take the lead. The entire 
cavalry on duty with the left wing was ordered to report to me. Being 
satisfied, however, from tbe nature of tbe country, that its position in 
advance would be injudicious, and retard rather than aid the progress 
of the infantry, I directed it to take position in rear of the flanks of tbe 
leading brigade. I ordered HascalPs brigade to take tbe advance and 
move in two lines, with tbe front and flanks well covered with skirmish- 
ers. The other brigades, Wagner’s and Harker’s, were ordered to 
advance on either side of the turnpike road, prepared to sustain the lead- 
ing brigade, and especially to protect its flanks. These two brigades 
were also ordered to protect their outward flanks by flankers. In this 
order the movement commenced. 

Possession of the hamlet of La Yergne was the first object to be at- 
tained. Tbe enemy was stron gly posted in tbe bouses and on tbe wooded 
heights in our rear, whence be was enabled to oppose our advance by a 
direct and cross fire of musketry. HascalFs brigade advanced gallantly 
across an open field to the attack, and quickly routed the enemy from bis 
stronghold. This was the w'ork of only a few minutes, but more than 
20 casualties in the two leading regiments proved how sharp was the fire 
of the enemy. The forward movement of Hascall’s brigade was con- 
tinued, supported by Estep’s Eighth Indiana Battery. 

The enemy availed himself of the numberless positions that occur 
along the entire road to dispute our further progress, but he could not 
materially retard the advance of troops so determined and enthusiastic. 
They continued to press forward through the densely wooded country, 
in a drenching rain-storm, until they reached Stewart’s Creek, distant 
some 5 miles from La Yergne. Stewart’s Creek is a narrow atid deep 
stream, flowing between high and precipitous banks. It is spanned by 
a wooden bridge with a single arch. It was a matter of cardinal im- 
portance to secure possession of the bridge, as its destruction would 
entail much difficulty and delay in crossing the stream, and, perhaps, 
involve the necessity of coiistructing a new bridge. The advance troops 
found on their arrival that the enemy had lighted a fire on it, but he 
had been pressed so warmly there had not been time for the flames to 
be communicated to the bridge. Tbe line of skirmishers and the Third 
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Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel McKee’s regiment, dashed bravely for- 
ward, though exposed to a fire from the opposite side, threw the com- 
bustible materials into the stream, and saved the bridge. While this 
gallant feat was being performed, the left flank of the leading brigade 
was attacked by cavalry. The menaced regiments immediately changed 
front to the left, and a company of the One hundredth Illinois, Colonel 
Bartlesoh’s regiment, succeeded in cutting off and capturing 75 prison- 
ers, with their arms, and 12 horses, with their accouterments. 

The result of the day’s operations was some twenty-odd casualties 
(wounded) in Hascall’s brigade, and some 35 prisoners taken from the 
enemy. The enemy fell back in great disorder from Stewart’s Creek. 
He left tents standing on the southern bank of the creek, and on this 
encampment the ground strewn with arms. 

Sunday, the 28th ultimo, we remained in camp, waiting for the troops 
of the right wing and center to get in position. 

Monday, the 29th, the advance was resumed. Wagner’s brigade, of 
my division, was deployed on the left or eastern, and a brigade of Gen- 
eral Palmer’s division on the right or western side of the road. Cox’s 
Tenth Indiana Battery supported Wagner’s brigade. Moving 
the two brigades advanced, clearing all opposition till we arrived within 
miles of Murfreesborough. Barker’s brigade was disposed on the 
left of Wagner’s in the advance, and Hascall’s held the reserve. 

On arriving within 2^ miles of Murfreesborough, the evidences were 
perfectly unmistakable that the enemy was in force immediately in our 
front, prepared to resist seriously and determinedly our farther advance. 
His troops, displayed in battle array, were plainly to be seen in our front. 
Kegley’s division, which was to take position in the center and complete 
the connection between the right and left wings, was not up, but 7 miles 
in the rear. Van Cleve’s division, which was to support the left, was in 
rear of Kegley’s, nor had the right wing, McCook’s command, got into 
position. Consequently I halted the troops i n advance, reported the fact 
to General Crittenden, commanding the left wing, and desired further 
orders. 

Up to this moment the information received had indicated, with con- 
siderable i^robability, that the enemy would evacuate Murfreesborough, 
offering no serious opposition. But observations assured me, very soon 
after arriving so near to the town, that we should meet with a deter- 
mined resistance, and I did not deem it proper to precipitate the force 
in advance (two divisions, my own and General Palmer’s) on the entire 
force of the enemy, with the remainder of our troops so far in the rear 
as to make it entirely possible, perhaps probable, that a serious reverse 
would occur before they could support us. Furthermore, the afternoon 
was well-nigh spent, and an attempt to advance would have involved us 
in the obscurity of the night, on unexamined ground, in the presence of 
an unseen foe, to whom our movements would have rendered us fear- 
fully vulnerable. 

The halt being approved, my division was disposed in order of battle, 
and the front securely guarded by a continuous line of skirmishers, 
thrown out well in advance of their reserves. The right of the division, 
Wagner’s brigade, rested on the right of the turnpike, and occupied a 
piece of wooded ground, with an open field in front of it. The center. 
Barker’s brigade, occupied a part of the wood in which Wagner’s 'bri- 
gade was posted, and extended leftward into an open field, covered in 
front by a low swell, which it was to. occupy in case of an attack, and 
General Hascall’s brigade was posted on the left of the di^sion, with 
its left flank resting nearly on Stone’s Kiver. The entire division was 
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drawn up in two lines. Stoners Eiver runs obliquely iu front of tbe 
position occupied by tbe division, leaving a triangular piece of ground 
of some hundreds of yards in breadth in front of tbe right, and narrow- 
ing to almost a point opposite tbe left. 

Such was tbe position occupied by my division Monday night. It 
remained in this position Tuesday, tbe 30th, tbe skirmishers keeping up 
an active firing with the enemy. In this encounter of skirmishers, Lieu- 
tenant Elliott, adjutant of the Fifty-seventh Indiana, was very severely 
wounded. 

In the afternoon I had three days’ subsistence issued to the men, and 
near nightfall, by order, 20 additional rounds of cartridges were distrib- 
uted to them. Commanders were directed to instruct their men to be 
exceedingly vigilant, and report promptly any indication of a movement 
in the front by the enemy. The artillery horses were kei^t attached to 
the pieces. 

Between midnight and daylight Wednesday morning I received a mes- 
sage from Colonel Wagner to the effect that the enemy seemed to be 
moving large bodies of troops from his right to his left. I immediately 
dispatched the information to the headquarters of the left wing, and I 
doubt not it was sent thence to the commanding general, and by him 
distributed to the rest of the corps. 

The division was roused at 5 o’clock on Wednesday morning 5 the men 
took their breakfasts, and before daylight were ready for action. Shortly 
after dawn I repaired to the headquarters of the left wing for orders. I 
met the commanding general there, and received orders from him to 
commence passing Stone’s Eiver, immediately in front of the division, 
by brigades. I rode at once to my division and directed Colonel Harker 
to commence the movement with his brigade, dispatching an order to 
General Hascall to follow Colonel Harker, and an order to Colonel Wag- 
ner to follow General Hascall. While Colonel Harker was preparing to 
move, I rode to the front to examine the ground. A long wooded ridge 
within a few hundred yards from the stream extends along the southerh 
and eastern side of Stone’s Eiver. On the crest of this ridge the enemy 
appeared to be posted in force. 

During the morning some firing had been heard on the right, but not 
to a sufficient extent, however, to indicate that the troops were seriously 
engaged 5 but the sudden and fierce roar and rattle of musketry which 
burst on us at this moment indicated that the enemy had attacked the 
right wing in heavy force, and soon the arrival of messengers, riding iu 
hot haste, confirmed the indications. I was ordered to stop the move- 
ment of crossing the river, and to withdraw two brigades to the rear, 
for the purpose of re-enforcing the center and right. General Hascall’s 
and Colonel Barker’s brigades were withdrawn, and the latter, under 
an order from the commanding general, moved to the right and rear. 

I ordered Colonel Wagner to hold his position in the wood at all haz- 
ards, as it was an important point, and, so long as it was held, not only 
were our left, front, and flanks secured, but the command of the road 
leading to the rear preserved. The vigorous attack on our right and 
center extended to the left, and our whole line became seriously engaged. 
Not only was the extreme left exposed to the attack in front,* but it was 
much harassed by the enemy’s artillery posted on the heights on the 
southern side of Stone’s Eiver, but the troops nobly maintained their 
position, and gallantly repulsed the enemy. Cox’s battery was most 
splendidly served, and did most excellent service in repulsing this attack. 
A slackening of the enemy’s fire at this moment iu the attack on our 
center and left, and other indications that his forces were breaking in 
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the center, rendered the juncture apparently favorable for bringing 
additional and fresh troops into action. 

Hascall’s brigade was now brought forward and put in position on the 
right of Wagner’s brigade; but the abatement of the enemy’s fire was 
but the lulling of the storm, soon to burst with greater fury. The attack 
was renewed on our center and left with redoubled violence. Hascall’s 
brigade had got into position in good season, and aided, in gallant style, 
in driving back the enemy. Estep’s battery, generally associated with 
Hascall’s brigade, had been detached early in the morning and sent to 
the right and rearward to aid in driving back the enemy from our center 
and right. 

The falling back of the right wing had brought our lines into a 
crotchet. This rendered the position of the troops on the extreme left 
particularly hazardous, for had the enemy succeeded in gaining the 
turnpike in his attack on the right, the left would have been exposed to 
an attack in reverse. This danger imposed on me the necessity of keep- 
ing a rigid watch to the right, to be prepared to change front in that 
direction should it become necessary. Again the enemy was seen con- 
centrating large masses of troops in the fields to the front and right, 
and soon these masses moved forward to the attack. Estep’s battery 
was now moved to the front to join Hascall’s brigade. The artillery in 
the front line, as well as that placed in the rear of the center and left, 
poured a destructive fire on the advancing foe, but on he came until 
within small-arm range, when he was repulsed and driven back. 

iBut our thinned ranks and dead and wounded offteers told, in unmis- 
takable language, how largely we were suffering in those repeated at- 
tacks. Colonel McKee, of the Third Kentucky Volunteers, had been 
killed, and Colonel Hines and Lieutenant-Colonel Leonard, of the Fifty- 
seventh Indiana, and Colonel Blake and Lieutenant-Colonel Keff, of the 
Fortieth Indiana, with others, wounded. 

During this attack the Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, counter-charged one of the enemy’s regiments 
and captured 173 prisoners. The capture was made from the Twentieth 
Louisiana. While this attack was in progress, I received a message from 
General Palmer, commanding the Second Division of the left wing, that 
he was sorely pressed, and desired I would send him a regiment if I 
could possibly spare one. I sent an order to General Hascall to send a 
regiment to General Palmer’s assistance, if his own situation would 
warrant it. He dispatched the Fifty-eighth Indiana Volunteers, Colo- 
nel G. P. Buell’s regiment, to report to General Palmer. The regiment 
got into position, reserved its fire until the enemy was in close range, 
and then poured in a withering discharge, from which the foe recoiled 
in disorder. 

Our extreme left next became the object of tfie enemy’s attention. 
His skirmishers were seen descending the slope on the opposite side of 
the river, and also working their way down the stream, apparently with 
the design of gaining our left flank and rear. A few well-directed shots 
of grape and canister from Cox’s battery drove them back. This battery 
did most useful service in counter-battering the enemy’s artillery posted 
on the heights on the southern side of the river. 

The afternoon was now well advanced, but the enemy did not seem 
disposed to relinquish the design of forcing us from our position. Hfeavy 
masses were afresh assembled in front of the center, with a view evi- 
dently of renewing the onset, but the well-directed fire of the artillery 
held them in check, and only a small force came within range of our 
small-arms, which was readily repulsed. 
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The enemy concluded Ms operations against the left, as night ap- 
proached, by opening on it with his artillery. Cox’s and Estep’s bat- 
teries gallantly and effectually replied, but darkness soon put a. conclu- 
sion to this artillery duel, and when the night descended and brought 
a period to the long and bloody contest of this ever-memorable day, it 
found the First and Second Brigades, Hascall’s and Wagner’s, occupy- 
ing, with some slight interchange in the position of particular regi- 
ments, the ground on which they had gone into the fight in the morn- 
ing. Every effort of the enemy to dislodge them had failed; every 
attack had been gallantly repulsed. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the soldierly bearing and stead- 
fast courage with which the officers and men of these two brigades main- 
tained the battle throughout the day. Their good conduct deserves, 
and will receive, the highest commendation of their commanders and 
countrymen. The commanding general of the enemy has borne testi- 
mony, in his dispatch, to the gallantry and success of tlieir resistance. 

Cox’s and Estep’s batteries were splendidly served throughout the 
day, and did the most effective service. They lost heavily in men and 
horses, and it was necessary for Estep to call on the One hundredth 
Illinois Volunteers for a detail to aid in working his guns. 

I have previously remarked that the Third Brigade, Colonel Harker, 
was detached early in the day and sent to I’e-enforce the right. It re- 
mained on that part of the field during the entire day. I am unable, 
consequently, to speak of its services from personal obsoiwation ; but 
its extremely heavy list of casualties shows how hotly it was engaged 
and what valuable service it rendered. I am sure it fully met the ex- 
pectations I had ever confidently entertained of what would bo its bear- 
ing in the presence of the foe. 

Bradley’s Sixth Ohio Battery was associated with this brigade during 
the day ; was skillfully handled, and did most effective service. It lost 
two of its guns, but they were spiked before they were abandoned. 
They were subsequently recaptured by the Thirteenth Michigan Volun- 
teers, attached to the brigade. 

From all I have learned of the service of the Third Brigade and Brad- 
ley’s battery, I am sure they deserve equal commendation with the two 
brigades and batteries which so stoutly held the loft. 

An official report of events so thrilling as those of the battle of the 
31st ultimo, made from personal observation, amid the din and roar of 
the conflict, and unaided by the reports of the subordinate commanders, 
must necessarily present but a brief and meager outline of the part en- 
acted by the troops whose services it professes to portray. A report so 
prepared may, unintentionally on the part of the writer, do injustice to 
particular troops and officers. From inability of reference to the re- 
ports of subordinate commanders, I cannot give any detail of the heavy 
casualties of the battle of the 31st. I must leave them to be reported, 
with the subsequent casualties, by my successor in command. The 
absence of such reports prevents me from signalizing by name such reg- 
imental and company officers as particularly distinguished themselves; 
but, where all did so well, it would be difficult, perhaps invidious, to 
discriminate among them. 

To my brigade commanders, Brigadier-General Hascall, commanding 
First Brigade ; Colonel Wagner, Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, com- 
manding Second Brigade, and Colonel Harker, Sixty-fifth Ohio Volun- 
teers, commanding Third Brigade, my warmest thanks are due for their 
valuable assistance, their hearty co-operation, and intelligent perform- 
ance of duty throughout the whole of that trying day. For these serv- 
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ices, and for their gallant and manly bearing under the heaviest fire, 
they richly deserve the highest commendation and the gratitude of their 
countrymen. Colonels Wagner and Harker have long and ably com- 
manded brigades, and I respectfully submit it would be simply an act 
of justice to confer on them the actual and legal rank of the command 
they have so long exercised. 

To Surg. W. W. Blair, Fifty-eighth Indiana Volunteers ; Oapt. M. P. 
Bestow, assistant adjutant-general 5 First Lieut. J. L. Yaryan, Fifty- 
eighth Indiana Volunteers, aide-de-camp; Oapt. T. E. Palmer, Thir- 
teenth Michigan Volunteers, inspector-general, and Major Walker, Sec- 
ond Indiana Cavalry, volunteer aide-de-camp, my thanks are due and 
cordially given. Capt. L. D. Myers, division quartermaster ; Capt. S. 
D. Henderson, commissary of subsistence to the division, and First Lieu- 
tenant Martin, Twenty-first Ohio, signal officer, but for some time en- 
gaged in performing the duties of acting assistant quartermaster, great 
credit is due for the intelligent and efficient performance of duty in their 
respective departments. Captain Bruce, Fifty-eighth Indiana Volun- 
teers, ordnance officer of the First Brigade, deserves credit for valuable 
services rendered in the ordnance department, for the entire division, 
during the absence of the division ordnancye officer. 

My division is composed of regiments from the States of Illinois, In- 
diana, Ohio, Michigan, and Kentucky. To the relatives and personal 
friends of those who have fallen in defense of their country, I would 
respectfully offer my sympathy and condolence. 

About 10 o’clock" Wednesday morning, during one of the heaviest 
attacks, I was struck by a minie ball on the inner side of the left heel. 
Fortunately the ball struck obliquely, or the injury would have been 
much severer. My boot was torn open, the foot lacerated, and a severe 
contusion inflicted. I did not dismount from my horse until 7 o’clock 
in the evening. 

The coldness of the night, combined with the injury, made my foot 
so painful and stiff* as to render it evident I would not be effective for 
immediate service. I was ordered by the commanding general of the 
corps to repair that night, by ambulance, with an escort, to this city. 
It was with extreme regret I found myself in a condition to make it 
necessary, on account of my injimy, to leave the division I had formed 
and so long commanded; but the regret was alleviated by the reflection 
tihat I had left the division in command of an able and experienced 
officer, one who had long served with it, knew it well, and in whom it 
had confidence. 

I am still confined to my room, but trust ere long to be able to resume 
my duties. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TH. J. WOOD, 
Brigadier • General of Volunteers. 

Maj. Lyne Stalling, 

Asst. Adjt. Qen.^ Left Wing^ Fourteenth Army Corps. 


Dayton, Ohio, January 28, 1863. 

Sir ; In my official report of the operations of my division, from the 
time it moved from Kashville,, on the 26th ultimo, to the date of my re- 
linquishing command of it, I orfiitted to mention the passage of Stone’s 
Elver the evening of the 29th ultimo by the Third (Harker’s) Brigade. 
Aft^v the divisiop had marched within miles of Murfreesborough, 
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in obvious view of tbe enemy’s battle array, baited, as explained in my 
report, and precautionary dispositions commenced for tbe nigbt, an order 
was received to continue the advance on Murfreesborongb. Tbe order 
was received just at nightfall, wben darkness was beginning to sbroud 
tbe ground to be passed over with obscurity. The movement was at 
once commenced, but was subsequently suspended by General Critten- 
den until farther communication could be bad with the commanding 
general of tbe army. Before, however, the order was suspended. Bar- 
ker’s brigade had crossed Stone’s Eiver under a galling fire, driven in the 
enemy’s outposts, and seized a strong position, which it held until nearly 
10 o’clock that evening. 

The commanding general having approved the suspension of the order, 
and it not being prudent to leave the brigade in so exposed a position, 
it was ordered to recross the river. It performed the retrograde move- 
ment handsomely, in good order and with perfect success, though con- 
fronted by an entire division (Breckinridge’s) of the enemy. This fact 
was learned from a prisoner, captured when the brigade first crossed the 
river. Bradley’s (Sixth Ohio) battery accompanied the brigade in the 
entire movement. 

I desire to repair the omission in my previous report, and request that 
this communication be made part of it. It will readily be perceived how 
the omission occurred when it is remembered that my original report was 
prepared without the aid of the reports of subordinate commanders, and 
written under the compound embarrassment of inconvenience from my 
wound and suffering from a quotidian intermittent fever, with which I 
had been afflicted for ten days previous to the battle of the 31st ultimo. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TH. J. WOOD, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 


Maj. Ltne Staelino-, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Ghief of Staff, Crittenden’s Corps. 


hTo. 97. 

aborts of Brig. Gen. Milo 8. Mascall, TJ. 8. Army, commanding First Bri- 
gade and First Division, including skirmishes at La Y&rgne and on the 
Murfreeshorough piJce, at Stewart’s Creek Bridge. 

Hdqes. Fiest Beigade, Fiest Division, Left Wing, 

Stewart’s Creek, Tenn., JDecemher 28, 1862. 
Testerday, about 11 a. m., while General Wood’s division was lying 
about three-fourths of a mile beyond La Vergne, near the Murfreesbor- 
ough pike, I received notice from General Wood that General Critten- 
den’s command (being the left wing. Fourteenth Army Corps) would 
again advance, General Wood’s leading, and that my brigade had been 
directed by him to take the advance. My instructions were to advance 
by the Murfreesborongb pike, and reach Stewart’s Creek and save the 
bridge at that point if possible. 

The enemy had been thro'Wing shells at us at intervals all the morn- 
ing from an eminence a little this side of La Yergne, wounding some 
of our men, so that we know the town and the hills beyond were occu- 
pied by the enemy. Accordingly, I at once formed my brigade in order 
of battle in two lines, the Fifty-eighth Indiana on the right of the first 
line, supported by the Thud Kentucky, and the Twenty-sixth Ohio, 
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commanded by Maj. William H. Squires, on the left of the first line, 
supported by the One hundredth Illinois, the Eighth Indiana Battery, 
commanded by Lieut. George Estep, occupying the intervals between 
the infantry. This disposition having been made, and the front well 
covered, with the fiank companies of the first line as skirmishers, the 
order to advance was given. We had to pass over an open field the 
entire distance to the town. 

Before we had been five minutes in motion, a brisk fire was opened 
by the enemy in and about town upon our skirmishers, which soon 
became effectual upon the first line also. The fire was vigorously re- 
turned by onr skirmishers, but, I presume, with little effect, owing to 
the cover the town, fences, and bushes afforded the enemy. 

Not wishing to try and cope with the enemy under such unfavorable 
circumstances any longer than was absolutely necessary, I ordered the 
skirmishers and the first line to charge at a double-quick and get pos- 
session of the town at all haiiards. The front line was lying flat on 
their faces at the time of receiving the order; but in the twinkling of 
an eye the entire line sprang to their feet, fixed their bayonets, and, 
rushing forward with a yell, had, in five minutes’ time, possession of 
the town and the crest beyond. The manner in which this was done 
left nothing to be desired. 

Our entire loss, though skirmishing all day, was sustained at this 
point. Twenty of the Twenty- sixth Ohio and 7 of the Eifty-eighth In- 
diana were lying around with wounds of greater or less severity to tell 
the tale. 

Leaving our wounded to be cared for by the rear brigades, we pushed 
Jtorward, skirmishing nearly all the time. After advancing about 
miles beyond the town, I discovered that the front line was becoming 
much exhausted, and many of the Twenty-sixth Ohio were throwing 
their knapsacks away. I, therefore, relieved it with the second line, 
sent a detail back to collect the knapsacks, and pressed on to this point, 
skirmishing all the way through a drenching rain, and through almost 
impassable thickets of cedar, and over muddy and sloppy plowed fields. 
At half a dozen points on the way we were resisted by the enemy’s artil- 
lery; but Lieutenant Estep’s battery, assisted by Maj. S. Eace, in com- 
mand of the artillery of the division, soon dislodged them, and we moved 
forward without allowing ourselves to be even temporarily detained, until 
we came to the eminence just in front of our camp, and which overlooks 
the bridge at Stewart’s Greek. 

Here we found the enemy had a battery planted on the hill beyond 
Stewart’s Greek. We had no sooner planted a section of Estep’s bat- 
tery and opened upon them than they promptly returned our fire. The 
fearful accuracy of their fire soon convinced us that this was a different 
battery from that with which we had been contending all day, as every 
shot fvom. them either struck our pieces or came within close proximity. 
Having no long-range guns in Estep’s battery, I sent to the rear for 
some out of another battery, and as soon as they had got in position the 
enemy’s fire was silenced. 

It was during this artillery duel that my skirmishers, who were con- 
cealed near the banks of Stewart’s Greek, discovered that the enemy had 
loaded the bridge with rails and other combustible material and had set 
fire to it. Volunteers being called for to extinguish the flame at all 
hazards, the entire line of skirmishers from the Third Kentucky, as- 
sisted by Gompany B, Gaptain Ewing, of the Twenty-sixth Ohio, rushed 
in and threw the combustibles from the bridge, and saved it. Great 
credit is due for this act, as the loss of the bridge would have delayed 
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tlie movement of the army till another could be constructed, the stream 
not being fordable at or near that point. 

Shortly after this the enemy retired, and the Third Kentucky was 
ordered to hold the bridge, which they do at this time. Having accom- 
plished the work set before me, I was about arranging my men in camp, 
and had got the One hundredth Illinois in position to cover the front of 
my proposed camp, and the Twenty-sixth Ohio in position, when I found 
myself suddenly attacked on my left flank by a foi’ce of tlie enemy^s cav- 
alry, who were endeavoring to cut their way to the bridge. • I immedi- 
ately ordered the Twenty-sixth to change front forward on the left com- 
pany, to resist the attack in that direction. This re])ulsed the attack. 
Captain Munger’s company, of the One hundredth Illinois, had been 
sent to the left to protect the flank of the regiment, and the enemy en- 
deavored to cut them ofl and take them prisoners. The company turned 
upon them, fired, and demanded their surrender 5 which, being declined, 
they pressed upon them, drove them into the fence corners, and cap- 
tured 24 of them, including Lieut. J. J. Sea well. They called themselves 
‘^Alabama Partisan Eangers.” , With them were captured 12 horses and 
saddles and 12 guns. The residue of them made their escape by flight. 
We took 10 or 12 other prisoners during the day, which I sent to the 
rear. I am not aware how much force we were contending with during 
the day, but we took prisoners from six or seven diiferent regiments, 
principally Tennessee regiments. 

For more minute particulars of the parts performed by the diftereiit 
regiments and the battery, I refer you to their reports, inclosed. 

All my ofdcers and men did their duty nobly, and I feel that it would 
be unjust to particularize. How much credit we all deserve, 1 leave for 
yourself and others to determine. 

To my staff officers, Oapt. Edmund E. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant- 
general ; Captain Eoberts, of the Third Kentucky, commissary 5 Lieut. 
James E. Hume, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Warner, inspector-gen- 
eral, I am under peculiar obligations. 

The casualties are as follows : 


Command. 

•xS 

a» 

1 

Missing. 

TotaL 

58t1i Indiana 

7 


c 

26th Ohio 

20 


2( 

100th lUkiois . 

2 


3d Eentucky 




E&tep’a batteiy 




Total 

29 


3( 






One of the wounded has since died, and 4 or 5 more are thought to b( 
mortally wounded. 

The enemy’s loss, that fell into our hands, were 4 killed and 5 wounded 
We hear of many other killed and wohnded being taken to the rear b^ 
them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

MILO S. HASOALL, 

Brigadier- General of Vols.j Gomdg. First Division^ Left Wing. 
Oapt. M. P. Bestow, 

- Assistant Adjutant-General^ First Division^ Left Wing. 
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Hdqes. Eiest Brigade, First Division, Left Wing, 

Ifear Murfreeshorougli^ Tenn.^ January C, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of my brigade (formerly the Fifteenth Brigade, Sixth Division, but 
under the new nomenclature the First Brigade, First Division, left 
wing) on the eventful 31st of December, 1862 : 

During the night of the 30th, I had received notice, through General 
Wood, our division commander, that the left wing (Crittenden’s corps) 
would cross Stone’s Eiver and attack the enemy on his right. My bri- 
gade was posted on the extreme left of our entire line of battle, and was 
guarding and overlooking the ford, over which we were to cross. 

On the morning of the 31 st, heavy firing was heard on the extreme 
right of our line (McCook’s corps), but as they had been fighting their 
way all the distance from Nolensviile, as we had from La Vergne, no 
particular importance was attached to this, and I was getting my bri- 
gade into position ready to cross as soon as General Van Oleve’s divis- 
ion, which was then crossing, was over. All this time the firing on the 
right became heavier and apparently nearer to us, and our fears began 
to be aroused that the right wing was being driven rapidly back upon 
us. At this juncture Yan Cleve halted his division, and the most terri- 
ble state of suspense pervaded the entire left, as it became more and 
more evident that the right was being driven rapidly back upon us. 

On and on they came, till the heaviest fire was getting nearly around 
to the pike leading to Nashville, when General Eosecraus appeared in 
person, and ordered me to go with my brigade at once to the support of 
the right, pointing toward our rear, where the heaviest fire was raging. 
General Yan Oleve’s division and Colonel Barker’s brigade, of our divis- 
ion, received the same order. I at once changed the front of my brigade 
to the rear, preparatory to starting in the new direction, but had not 
proceeded more than 200 yards in the new direction before the crowd 
of fugitives from the right wing became so numerous, and the fleeing 
mule teams and horsemen so thick, that it was impossible for me to go 
forward with my command without its becoming a confused mass. I 
therefore halted and awaited developments. 

General Yan Oleve and Colonel Barker, not meeting with so much 
opposition, pressed forward and got into position beyond the railroad, 
ready to open on the enemy as soon as our fugitives were out of the 
way. They soon opened fire, joined by some batteries and troops be- 
longing to the center (General Thomas’ corps) and Estep’s battery, of 
my brigade, and, after about one hour’s firing along this new line, dur- 
ing which time 1 was moving my command from point to point, ready 
to support any troops that most needed it, the onslaught of the enemy 
seemed to be in a great measure checked, and we had reasonable prob- 
ability of maintaining this line. During all this time my men were ex- 
posed to a severe fire of shot and shell from a battery on the other side 
of the river, and several were killed. 

About this time an aide of General Palmer came galloping up to me 
and said that, unless he could be supported, his division would have to 
give way. Palmer’s division formed the right of General Crittenden’s 
line of battle on the morning of the Slst. After consulting with Gen- 
eral Wood, he ordered me to send a regiment to support General Pal- 
mer ; accordingly 1 sent the Third Kentucky Eegiment, commanded by 
Lieut. Col. Samuel McKee. 

Befpre the regiment had been ten minutes in its new position, Captain 
Kerstetter, my utant-general, reported to me that Colonel McKee had 
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been killed, and the regiment badly cut up. I therefore moved at once, 
vdth the other three regiments of my command, to their relief. 

The line they were trying to hold was that part of our original line 
of battle lying immediately to the right of the railroad. This portioni 
of our original line, about two regimental fronts, together with two! 
fronts to the left, held by Colonel Wagner’s brigade, was all of our 
original line of battle but what our troops bad been driven from ; and 
if they succeeded in carrying this they would have turned our left, and 
a total rout of our forces could not then have been avoided. 

Seeing the importance of the position, I told my men it must be held, 
even if it cost the last man we had. I immediately sent in the T wefity- 

• sixth Ohio, commanded by the gallant Maj. William .H. Squires, to take 
position on the right of the Third Kentucky, and support them, and 
dispatched an aide for Estep’s Eighth Indiana Battery to come to this 
point and open on the enemy. Ko sooner bad the Twenty-sixth got 
into position than they became hotly engaged, and the numerous dead 
and wounded that were immediately brought to the rear told how des- 
perate was the contest. 

The gallant Lieutenant McClelland, of that regiment, was brought to 
the rear mortally wounded, and expired by my. side in less than five 
minutes from the time the regiment took position ; still the fight went 
on, and still brave men went down. The Third Kentucky, now reduced 
to less than one-half its original numbers, with ten out of its fourteen 
remaining officers badly wounded, were still bravely at work. 

In less than ten minutes after the fall of Lieutenant-Colonel McKee, 
the gallant Maj. Daniel E. Collier, of that regiment, received two severe 
wounds — one in the leg and the other in the breast. Adjutant Bnllitt 
had his horse shot under him ; but nothing could induce either of them 
to leave the field. Equally conspicuous and meritorious was the con- 
duct of Major Squires and Adjutant Franklin, of the Twenty-sixth Ohio. 
Major Squires’ horse was shot three times through the neck ; never- 
theless, he and all his officers stood by throughout, and most gallantly 
sustained and encouraged their men. 

Estep’s battery came up in due time, and, taking po.sition on a little 
rise of ground in rear of the Twenty-sixth Ohio and Third Kentucky, 
opened a terrible fire of shot and shell over the heads of our infantry. 

In about one hour after the Twenty-sixth Ohio got into position this 
terrible attack of the enemy was repulsed, and they drew back into the 
woods, and under cover of an intervening hill, to reform their shattered 
columns and renew the attack. 

I now took a survey of the situation, and found that along the entire 

* line to the right and left of the railroad, which had not yet been carried 
by the enemy, I was the only general officer present, and was, there- 
fore, in command, and responsible for the conduct of affairs. Colonel 
Hazen, commanding a brigade in General Palmer’s division, ■was present 
with his brigade, to the left of the railroad, and Colonel Gros(i, com- 
manding another brigade in the same division, was also present with 
what there was left of his brigade, and most nobly did he co-operate 
with me with the Sixth and Twenty-fourth Ohio, to the right of the 
railroad, while Colonel Wagner, commanding the Second Brigade, in 
the First Division, left wing, nobly sustained his front, assisted by 
Colonel Hazen, to the left of the railroad. 

I now relieved the Third Kentucky Eegiment, which was nearly anni- 
hilated and out of ammunition, with the Fifty-eighth Indiana Eegiment, 
of my brigade, commanded by Col. George P. Buell, and this, being a 
llftv^ol^ larger reginjeat: tfeaq tfefi %ird K^ptuckjr, filled fip th^ entire 
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space from where the right of the Third Kentucky rested to the rail- 
road. I then threw forward the right of the Sixth Ohio Eegiment, of 
Colonel Grose’s brigade, which was on the right of the Twenty-sixth 
Ohio, so that its line of battle was more nearly perpendicular to the 
railroad, and so that its fire would sweep the front of the Twenty-sixth 
Ohio and Fifty-eighth Indiana, and supported the Sixth Ohio with 
Estep’s battery, on a little eminence to its right, and brought up the 
Kinety-seventh Ohio, Colonel Lane, from Wagner’s brigade, to still 
further strengthen the right. 

This disposition being made, I galloped a little to the rear, and found 
General Eosecrans, and called his attention to the importance of the 
position I was holding, and the necessity of keeping it well supported. 
He rode to the front with me, approved the disposition I had made, 
spoke a few words of encouragement to the men, cautioning them to 
hold their fire till the enemy got well up, and had no sooner retired than 
the enemy emerged from the woods and over the hill, and were moving 
upon us in splendid style and in immense force. As soon as they came 
in sight, the Sixth and Twenty-sixth Ohio and Estep’s battery opened 
on them, and did splendid execution. But on they came till within 100 
yards of our line, when Colonel Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, who 
lost 3 men, but had not fired a shot, ordered his men to fire. The effect 
was indescribable. The enemy fell in windrows, and went staggering 
back from the effects of this unexpected volley. 

Soon, however, they came -up again and assaulted us furiously for 
about one and a half hours 5 but the men all stood their ground nobly, 
and at the end of that time compelled the enemy to retire as before. 

During the heat of this attack a heavy cross-fire was brought to bear 
on the position I occupied, and Oorpl. Frank Moyer, Third Ohio Volun- 
teer Cavalry, in command of my escort, was shot through the leg, and 
my adjutant-general, Capt. E. E. Kerstetter, was shot through his coat, 
grazing his back. 

The regiments all behaved splendidly again, and the Fifty-eighth 
Indiana won immortal honors. Lieutenant Blackford, of that regiment, 
was shot dead, and several of the oflacers, including Captains Downey 
and Alexander, badly wounded. 

Estep’s battery was compelled to retire from the position assigned 
it after firing half a dozen rounds, but it did terrible execution while 
there 

The Sixth and Twenty-fourth Ohio did noble service, as did the 
ilinety-seventh ; but their immediate commanders will, no doubt, allude 
to them more particularly. Thus ended the third assault upon the 
position. . . . 

I should have remarked that the One hundredth Illinois Eegiment, 
the other regiment composing my brigade, which was in reserve during 
the first engagement described above, had, under instructions of Golo 
nel Hazen, moved to the front, on the left of the railroad, where they 
fought splendidly in all the actions that took place on the left of the 
road. There was no formidable attack made on them, though they 
were almost constantly under filre of greater or less severity, particu- 
larly from shot and shell, and suffered quite seriously in killed and 
wounded. Lieut. Morris Worthiugham, of that regiment, was killed 
while gallantly sustaining his men, and 6 other commissioned officers, in- 
cluding Major Hammond, were wounded. Their operations being to the 
left of the railroad and in a wood, did not so immediately come under 
my personal observation; but their conduct, from Colonel Bartlpson 
down, was such as leaves nothing to be desired. 

The Fifty-eighth Indiana having now been over three hours m action, 
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and the Twenty-sixth Ohio about four hours, were exhausted and very 
nearly out of ammunition, I, therefore, relieved the Fifty-eighth Indi- 
ana with the Fortieth Indiana, from Colonel Wagner’s brigade, and the 
Twenty-sixth Ohio was relieved by the Twenty- third Kentucky. There 
was now not more than an hour of day left, and though the enemy was 
continually maneuvering in our front, no formidable attack was made 
upon us, except with artillery. The enemy having been three several 
times repulsed from their attack on that position, seemed satisfied to 
keep at a respectful distance, and the sun set upon us as masters of the 
situation. 

We had sustained ourselves and held the only position of the original 
line of battle that was held throughout by any portion of the army. To 
have lost this position would have been to lose everything, as our left 
would then have been turned, and utter rout or capture inevitable. 

To the “ fearless spirits who hazarded and lost their lives on this con- 
secrated spot” the country owes a deep debt of gratitude. FTo purer 
patriot, more upright man, and devoted Christian than Colonel Mc- 
Kee, of the Third Kentucky, ever offered up his life in defense of his 
country. 

To the members of my staff* present with me on the field — Oapt. Ed- 
mund E. Kerstetter, assistant adjutant-general ; Lieut. James E. Hume, 
aide-de-camp, and Lieut. James E. Warner, inspector-general — I am 
under the greatest obligations. They were constantly with me in the 
thickest of the fight, ably and gallantly assisting me in every way pos- 
sible. My escort was also faithful and efficient. With the exceptions 
already alluded to, all of us were so fortunate as to get through un- 
scathed. 

The casualties in our brigade were as follows : The Third Kentucky 
Eegiment went into action with 13 officers and 300 men, and lost— offi- 
cers killed, 1; wounded, 9 ; enlisted men killed, 12; wounded, 77 ; miss- 
ing, 34. The Fifty-eighth Indiana Eegiment went into action with 19 
officers and 386 enlisted men, and lost — officers killed, 1; wounded, 4; 
enlisted men killed, 16 ; wounded, 91. The One hundredth Illinois went 
into action with 27 officers and 394 enlisted men, and lost — officers killed, 
1 ; wounded, 6 ; enlisted men killed, 5 ; wounded, 33. The Twenty- 
sixth Ohio went into action with 12, officers and 374 enlisted men, and 
lost — officers killed,!; wounded, 2; enlisted men killed, 9; wounded, 77. 

RECAPITULATION. 

The brigade went into action with 71 officers and 1,454 enlisted men 
and lost — officers killed, 4 ; wounded, 21 ; enlisted men killed, 43 ; 
wounded, 278 ; missing, 34. Total killed, wounded, and missing in bri- 
gade, 379, 

For more minute particulars of the parts performed by the different 
regiments I transmit herewith their resi^ective reports. "" 

During the evening of the 31st I was notified that, in consequence of 
the indisposition of General Wood and a wound received during the 
day, he was relieved of the command of the division, and that the same 
would devolve upon myself. I, therefore, turned over the command of 
the brigade to Col. George P. Buell, of the Fifty-eighth Indiana, and 
assumed the command of the division. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

MILO S. HASOALL, 

^ Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Commanding Brigade, 

Oapt. M. P. Bestow, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ First Bimsion^ Left Wing, 
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Headquarters First Diyision, Lept WinGj 

Murfreesboroughy Tenn.^ January 10, 1863. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of 
this division during the recent battles, after the command devolved 
upon me, on the evening of December 31, 1862 : 

At that time the division was considerably scattered, as Colonel Bar- 
ker’s brigade had been in action during the 31st on the extreme right, 
and had not returned. Colonel Wagner’s was in position to the left of 
the railroad, where it had been in action during the day, and my bri- 
gade was to the right of the railroad. 

About 11 p. m. of that day Colonel Harker returned with his brigade, 
and the division was once more together. At this time I received an 
order to send all the wagons of the dmsion to the rear, and, shortly 
after this was executed, I received an order from General Crittenden to 
fall back, so that my right should rest on the position occupied by 
Stokes’ battery, and my left on the right of General Palmer’s division. 
This brought the new line of the division about 500 yards to the rear of 
the one of the day before. The line of the division was now nearly at 
right angles with the railroad, with the center of the line resting on it — 
the First Brigade, Colonel Buell, on the right ; the Third, Colonel Bar- 
ker, in the center, and the Second, Colonel Wagner, on the left. 

In this position we lay all the next day, January 1, with nothing more 
to break the silence than picket firing and an occasional artillery duel. 
The division lost, however, several killed and wounded during the day. 
Each of my brigades was in line of battle, and I was occupying so much 
front that it kept the men constantly on the alert. Most of the other 
divisions had one or two brigades in reserve, and could, therefore, re- 
lieve their men some. 

We maintained this position during the night of the 1st, and till about 
8 o’clock in the morning of the 2d, the battery occupying the intervals 
between brigades. At this time the enemy opened upon us the most 
terrific fire of shot and shell that we sustained during the entire engage- 
ment. It appears that during the night before they had massed and 
masked several batteries in our ixont, so they opened on us from a line 
of batteries one-quarter of a mile long, all at once. They had our range 
perfectly, so that their fire was terribly effective from the first. 

Estep’s battery, on the right of my line, being in an exposed position, 
and receiving a very heavy fire, had to retire at once ] not, however, 
till so many horses had been killed as to render it necessary for two of 
the pieces to be hauled to the rear by the infantry. Bradley’s battery, 
with Colonel Barker in the center, having a better position and longer- 
range guns, opened a brisk fire on the enemy in return, and had every 
probability of maintaining their position until Stokes’ battery, in their 
rear, undertook to open on the enemy with grape, which took effect on 
Bradley’s men instead of the enemy, and compelled Bradley to retire. 
The in&-ntry, however, along my entire line, though suffering severely 
from the enemy’s fire, all maintained their position. 

After about half an hour this firing ceased, and nothing further worthy 
of note happened till about 4 o’clock in the afternoon of that day. At 
this time General Yan Cleve’s division, which was stationed across 
Stone’s Eiver to our left, was suddenly attacked by a heavy force of the 
enemy under Breckinridgey and so fierce was the onslaught that the 
division was compelled to ^ve way almost immediately. General Jef- 
ferson 0. Davis and General lilegley were immediately ordered to their 
relief with their divisions, and, as soon as they had time to get over, the 
attack was checked and the enemy began to retire. 
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At this time I received an order from General Crittenden to cross 
with my division, and immediately put the different brigades in motion. 
While crossing at the ford, one or two pieces of the enemy’s artillery 
were playing upon us, hut as it was then dusk, their firing was not accu- 
rate, and I think we sustained no loss in crossing. By the time we were 
over it was quite dark, and the firing had nearly ceased. IJiTegley’s divis- 
ion was returning, and Davis’ had taken up a position a little in advance 
of where Van Cleve’s division was attacked, his right resting on the bank 
of the river. I moved up and went into position on the left of Davis, my 
left inclining somewhat to the rear, to prevent it from being turned. 

General Davis and myself then fortified our fronts as well as we could 
with the logs, stones, and rails at hand, and remained in this position 
that night, the next day (January 3), and till about 12 o’clock that nighty 
without anything more than picket firing transpiring. I should remark 
that it rained very hard all day of January 3, and during the night, so 
that our men and officers suffered severely. 

By this time the rains had so swollen the river that General Critten- 
den became apprehensive that it would not be fordable by morning, 
and we might be cut off* from communication with the main body of our 
army. He, therefore, ordered us back, and my division took up a posi- 
tion" in reserve, near General Bosecrans’ headquarters, arriving there 
about 2 o’clock at night, completely drenched with mud and rain. They 
had now been on duty four days and nights, some of the time with noth- 
ing to eat, and all the time in the front, where they had to be constantly 
on the alert. The next morning we heard that the enemy had retreated, 
and the battle was over. 

The conduct of the division throughout was admirable, and it can be 
truthfully said concerning it that it held its original position and every 
other position assigned to it during the whole four days, and this is 
more than can be said of any other division in the entire Fourteenth 
Army Corps. 

I am under great obligations to my brigade commanders. Colonels 
Wagner, Harker, and Buell. Colonel Wagner had his horse shot under 
him on the 31st, and his clothes completely riddled with bullets. He, 
nevertheless, stood by throughout, and ably and gallantly performed his 
duty. The conduct of Colonel Harker was equally brave and efficient. 
They have each commanded brigades for nearly a year now, and it seems 
to me that common justice demands that they now receive the promotion 
they have so gallantly earned. Colonel Buell came in command of the 
First Brigade in consequence of my taking command of the divirion, 
and, although comparatively inexperienced, he perfojmed every duty 
gallantly and well. 

All the officers of the division, with a single exception, behaved gal- 
lantly and well; therefore I need not discriminate. The exception was 
Col. John W. Blake, of the Fortieth Indiana, and 1 consider it my duty 
to draw the line of distinction broad and deep between those who do 
well and those who prove recreant. He became so drunk as to be unfit 
for duty before going into action on the 31st, and was sent to the rear, 
in arrest, by his immediate commander. Colonel Wagner. The next that 
was heard of him he was in Nashville, claiming to be wounded and a 
paroled prisoner. For this bad conduct I recommend that he be dis- 
honorably discharged from the service. 

For minute particulars, and for a complete report of the part per- 
formed by the different brigades, I refer you to the reports of brigade 
commanders, herewith inclosed. 
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My staff officers, including Captains Palmer and Bestow, of General 
Wood^s staff, not heretofore mentioned by me, all performed their duty 
gallantly, and ably assisted me in every way possible. 

r would also refer to my report as brigade commander, as that gives 
more in detail and more truthfully than any other report the operations 
of Colonel Wagner^s and my brigade on the 31st, they being both under 
my personal observation and control after the heavy fighting commenced 
that day. 

The casualties in the division were as follows : 

The First Brigade went into action with 71 officers and 1,454 enlisted 
men, and lost-officers killed, 4; officers wounded, 21; enlisted men 
killed, 42 ; enlisted men wounded, 278 ; enlisted men missing, 34. 

The Second Brigade went into action with 86 officers and 1,389 enlisted 
men, and lost— officers killed, 2; officers wounded, 18; enlisted men 
killed, 54 ; enlisted men wounded, 269; enlisted men missing, 32. 

The Third Brigade went into action with 97 officers and 1,790 enlisted 
men, including the Sixth Ohio Battery, and lost— officers kiUed, 5 ; 
officers wounded, 17 ; enlisted men killed, 104 ; enlisted men wounded, 
312; enlisted men missing, 101. 

EEOAPITUEATION, 

The division went into action with 254 commissioned officers and 
4,633 enlisted men, and lost — officers killed, 11 ; officers wounded, 56 ; 
enlisted men killed, 200; enlisted men wounded, 859; enlisted men 
missing, 167. Total killed, 211; wounded, 915; missing, 167. Total 
killed, wounded, and missing in the division, 1,293. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

MILO S. HASCALL, • 

Brigadier- General of Vols., Gomdg, First Division^ Left Wing. 

Maj. Ltne Stabling, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Left Wing. 


Headquarters First Division, Left Wing, 

Murfreesborough^ January 11^ 1863. 

Having just received the report of the batteries attached to my divis- 
ion,’**' I hasten to forward them to the general, in order that he may 
allude to them in his report as their merits deserve. It will be seen by 
their reports that they all did their duty nobly, with perhaps a single 
exception on the part of one of the officers attached to Estep’s battery. 
I allude to Eichard Jervis, second lieutenant of that battery, who be- 
haved badly throughout the entire four days’ action. 1 recommend 
that he be dishonorably discharged the service, on account of his bad 
conduct. 

I have already alluded to the distinguished services of these batteries, 
both in my brigade and division reports, and only desire further to add 
that, with the exception above alluded to, the conduct of both officers 
and men was admirable. Particular credit . is due to Major Eace, in 
command of the batteries, for the gallantry and good judgment dis- 
played by him throughout the entire four days. The conduct of Stokes’ 
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battery, in firing upon Bradley’s battery on January 2, was sucli as, 
in my judgment, demands immediate investigation, in order that the 
parties guilty of such gross carelessness may be properly punished. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, • 

’ ’ MILO S. HASOALL, 

Brigadier-Oeneral of Vols., Gomdg. First Division, Left Wing. 
Major Starling-, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Left Wing. 


Headquarters First Division, Lett Wing, 

Murfreesboronghj Tenn., January 17, ISCih 
In the hurry of making out my official report as division commander, 
I neglected to allude to the very valuable services rendered by Surg. 
W. W. Blair, medical director of this division, dui'ing and since the 
recent battles. His services were such as merit special comnioiidation, 
and I desire that this may be forwarded as a pa^rt of my report, in justice 
to Dr. Blair. He reports to me that all the regimental surgeons w'ere 
efficient and rendered valuable service. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 

MILO S. HASOALL, 

Brigadier- General of Vols.^ Comdg. First Division^ Left Wing. 
Major Starling, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Left Wing. 


No. 98. 

Bejport of Maj. Seymour Race, First Ohio fight Artillery^ Chief of Artil- 
lery. 

Hdqrs. Artillery First Division, Left Wing, 

January 7, 1803. 

Dear Sir : I have the honor to submit to you the official reports of 
the commanding officers of the batteries of tliis division. 

About 9 a. m. of December 31, 1802, Capt. Cullen Bradley, Sixth 
Ohio Light Battexy, by orders, moved his batteiy, with Harker’s bri- 
gade, to the extreme right of our lines, where they engaged the enemy’s 
artillery {two four** gun, batteries, supposed) and infantiy in a most se- 
verely contested battle. Before superior numbers of tbe enemy, the 
brigade and batteiy (after repulsing the first attack of the enemy) w^ere 
obliged to retire, but not without disputing every inch of ground, Cap- 
tain Bradley being obliged to leave two of his guns on the held. They 
were soon after retaken by the Thirteenth Michigan, Colonel Shoemaker, 
whose timely support forced the enemy to retire. 

Captain Bradley’s battery was under my immediate observation, and 
the conduct of Captain Bradley, his subordinate officers, and men was 
such as to entitle them to great credit. The conduct of this battery on 
January 2, under the fire of three batteries of the enemy, was gallant 
in the extreme. The enemy’s batteries were nearly silenced, when Cap- 
tain Stokes’ battery opened, 300 yards in rear of Bradley, with canister, 
at a distance of at least 2,200 yards from the enemy’s' guns. Captain 
Bradley had 5 men and 5 horses wounded by their fire, and was obliged 
to retire. 

I resp’ectfally ask an investigation into tbe conduct of Stokes’ battery 
on this occasion. Caj^t. J. B. Cox, Tenth Indiana Battery, and Lieut. 
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George Estep, commaDdiug Eiglith Indiana Battery, were closely en- 
gaged duriug tlie battle of December 31, on the left of our lines, s’^p- 
j)orted by General HascalPs and Colonel Wagner’s brigades. Captain 
Cox* was under the fire of three batteries of the enemy for seven hours 
during the clay, but succeeded in administering to them all in a manner 
perfectly satisfactory to me, and to the great discomfiture of the enemy. 

On January 2, when in position on the right, he repulsed, with can- 
ister, a des})erate charge of a brigade of the enemy’s infantry. Captain 
Cox, his officers, and men behaved with great gallantry and bravery. 
Lieutenant Estep’s battery, by a free use of case-shot and canister, on 
December 31, succeeded in repulsing three successive charges of the 
enemy’s infantry, and otherwise, during the three days’ battle, did most 
excellent service. Lieutenants Estep, Voris, and Winsor, ancl the non- 
commissioned officers and men of this battery, with few exceptions, be- 
haved with commendable coolness and bravery. Lieut. Eichard Jervis 
acted in a most cowardly manner. I will devote a special communica- 
tion to his case. 

For full particulars of the engagements and losses, I respectfully refer 
you to the accompanying reports of battery commanders. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

S. EAOE, 

Major j Chief of Artillery ^ First Division, Left Wing, 

Gapt. E. E. Kebstetteb, 

Assistant Adjutant’General, 


Nfo. 99. 

Reports of Lieut. George Estep ^ Eighth Indiana Battery^ including skir- 
mishes at La Vergne and on the Murfreesborough pilce^ at Steicarth Oreelc 
Bridge. 


In the Field, December 28, 1862. 

General: While connected with your brigade yesterday, on the 
march from the camp of the previous night, I could at no time (on ac- 
count of the disposition of the enemy to retire) get an opportunity to 
fire more than two or three shots. I "fired in all 42 rounds ] that these 
were damaging to the enemy or his guns I am unable to tell. In the 
last position which I took, commanding the Stewart’s Creek Bridge, I 
fired 8 rounds, and received about the same number in return ; one of 
the enemy’s shots took a spoke from the wheel of one of my gun-car- 
riages. i am happy to say no other damages were done. The officers 
of my battery behaved with commendable coolness. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE ESTEP, 

First Lieutenant^ Commandmg Eighth Indiana Battery, 

Brigadier-General Hasoall, 

Commanding Fifteenth Brigade. 


Headquarters Eighth Indiana Battery, 

In the Fields near Murfreesborough^ Tenn,^ January 4, 1863. 

I have the honor, respectfully, to submit the following official report 
of the Eighth Indiana Light Battery, On December 31, 1862, and 1st and 
2d days of January, 1863 : 

I put my battery in position on Wednesday mornihg about 9 o’clock. 
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by order of General Eosecrans, on the west side of the railroad, sup- 
ported on the right by two batteries, and on the left by the Nineteenth 
Infantry (regulars) ; fired 114 rounds (at a range of 800 yards) at the 
enemy, who were driving back our infantry advance. I then advanced 
the battery 75 or 80 yards, supported, as in the first position, by the two 
batteries on my right and the Nineteenth Infantry on my left. 

At this position the enemy in three lines made three desperate charges, 
and were as often repulsed by my battery. I expended 70 rounds of 
canister, and was compelled four or five times to double-charge the 
pieces in order to drive the enemy ; this beginning at a range of 90 yards, 
and increasing as the enemy became confused and retired. I also fired 
from this position 106 rounds of shrapnel and 'solid shot, at a range of 
about 800 yards, at the lines of the enemy advancing on our right. 

I then received an order from General Hascall, commanding the First 
Brigade of the division, to take a position on the left of the pike in the 
direction of Murfreesborough, which I did, supported by bis entire bri- 
gade, as good soldiers as ever went to battle. I commenced firing at a 
range of 400 yards, the enemy bringing up his forces in three lines, and 
making desperate charges on the center, but was repulsed by my bat- 
tery and the gallant men of General Hascalls brigade. I was twice in 
this position, and fired 226 rounds, my men all the time exposed to a 
galling fire of musketry. 

Late in the afternoon I was ordered to a position on the east side of 
the railroad, ^supported by three regiments, the Twenty-sixth Ohio, 
Fifty-seventh Indiana, and an Illinois regiment. Here I expended 60 
rounds, shelling the enemy from the woods, near the creek, from whicjh 
he had driven a portion of our troops during the afternoon. I remained 
in this position until after dark, and then retired to the camp of the 
previous night. ’Loss during the day, 8 horses killed and disabled and 
4 men wounded. 

On the morning of January 1, 1 was put in position before daylight, 
in line of battle, by Major Eace. An hour or two after daylight the 
enemy commenced an advance on our front. I opened fire, in connec- 
tion with other batteries, and drove him back. No loss during the day ,- 
expended 46 rounds. 

Eemained in position all night, and on the morning of the 2d expended 
34 rounds, shelling the woods at different points, where the enemy could 
occasionally be seen from my position. About 0 o’clock my battery was 
fired upon by two rebel batteries (twelve guns, supposed) at a range of 
2,000 yards; it being beyond my range, 1 was forced to retire my bat- 
tery, leaving for the time being two pieces on the field. Some of the 
horses of one of the limbers were severely wounded, and became so 
badly frightened by the bursting of the enemy’s shell that the drivers 
were unable to conti’ol them; they ran to the rear in spite of every effort 
made to bring them to the piece. I was not long, however, in recover- 
ing both pieces. After repairing the loss of horses in the battery from 
the battery and forge wagons, I remained quiet in line until about 4 
o’clock. I was then ordered to take a position on the left, which I did. 
I was well supported by infantry, but do not know what troops they 
were. I commenced firing, at a range of about 700 yards, at what L 
sujiposed to be a brigade of the enemy’s infantry holding a point of 
woods. ^ I am positive that my battery from this position did the enemy 
great injury; expended 123 rounds. I retired the battery for ammu- 
nition, and again took a position to the left of my first and near the 
creek. Here I engaged a rebel battery at a range of 900 yards, and 
succeeded in silencing it, expending 86 rounds. We soon after crossed 
the creek, and remained during the night. 
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I am sorry to say that Second Lieut. Eichard Jervis, on Wednesday, 
at a trying and critical moment, retired a section of my battery without 
my order or knowledge, and that he otherwise behaved badly during 
the day. He claimed, on the morning of the second day^s fight, to be 
unwell, but said (this was before daylight) if he should feel better in 
the course of an hour or two he would come out to the field and report 
for duty. This was the last I saw of him until the fight was over. I 
am informed that he went back to the rear to one of the hospitals. 

First Lieut. Jeremiah Voris and Second Lieut. Samuel Winsor have 
my thanks for their efficient service at all times during the engagement; 
they were brave and unflinching in the discharge of duty. I am also 
indebted to Orderly Sergt. William Stokes for the promptness with 
which he supplied the battery with ammunition. My sergeants, cor- 
porals, and men, with three exceptions, behaved with commendable 
coolness and bravery. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE ESTEP, 

Mrst Lieutenant^ Commanding Mghth Indiana Battery. 

Maj. S. Eaoe, 

Commanding Artillery of First Bimsion^ Left Wing. 

P. S. — I neglected to state that my loss on the third day was 4 men 
wounded, 11 horses killed and disabled. 


Ho. 100. 

Report of Ca^t. Jerome B. Cox^ Tenth Indiana Battery. 

January — , 1863. 

On the morning of December 31, 1 was ordered to move my battery 
across the railroad (my left was then resting on the railroad) and pre- 
pare for battle. I immediately obeyed by crossing and placing the right 
section immediately on the left of the railroad, and the left and center 
sections about 200 yards farther north. The entire battery then engaged 
a battery of the enemy immediately in front, which we compelled to 
cease firing. Simultaneously with this, two other batteries opened upon 
us, and shortly afterward were joined by the one that had been silenced. 
They completely showered the shot and shell, but with little damage. 
This unequal contest was kept up for about four hours, and was only 
deviated from on the appearance of heavy columns of their troops, upon 
which we would open the entire battery and disperse them in great dis- 
order. We would then resume the work on their artilleiT. . 

About 1 p. m. I relieved one section of the battery at a time for a short 
time to retire for ammunition. They came up again to the work sup- 
plied with ammunition, when the engagement was renewed somewhat 
similar to the fight in the forenoon, except that more frequently we had 
to drive back their infantry. 

About 3 0 ^ clock my ammunition was exhausted, with the exception 
of canister, which I ordered they should hold to disperse a large force 
then beai'ing down on us in front. We held our fire until they were 
within ’400 yards, when we could completely see the devices on their 
colors. We completely broke up their lines and scattered them in great 
disorder over the field in front. Being then only under fire of their bat- 
teries, and havin|^ no projectiles to teacli them, I withd?®’^’^ from the 
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field. VYhen near tlie liospital, about one-fourth of a mile in the rear 
of my former position, I discovered the enemy’s skirmishers deployed 
out and advancing. 1 at once drove them back with canister. During 
the day 1 silenced each one of the batteries in my front and on my flank 
several times. They had a cross-fire on iis during the entire day. We 
were at one time fighting four batteries, but my men, not the least dis- 
heartened, were determined to hold their position at all hazards, which 
one, I believe, was the only one held by any battery on the field. On 
this day I had 1 man killed and 6 slightly wounded. 

On January 1, 1 was removed to the right wing, and about 10 o’clock 
drove back a brigade of infantry, which was advancing. 

On January 2, in the evening, our skirmishers were thrown forward 
and drew the fire of a brigade in ambush. This we expected, and had 
prepared by cutting the fuses the proper length and getting the proper 
elevation and range, and showered their ranks with shrapnel, everyone 
bursting precisely at the spot needed. They became badly disorganized 
and fled in great disorder. 

To Lieutenants Naylor, Cox, Oosner, and Oliflbrd I return my warmest 
thanks for their coolness, gallantry, and promptness in obeying com- 
mands. Their actions deserve the highest commendation. 

To my sergeants and corporals,, and to the members of my battery, 
too much could not be said. They fought gallantly for seven hours, and 
until they were completely exhausted from their excessive labor- but 
it is enough to say that the whole battery, men and officers, did their 
whole duty as soldiers, and maintained their original position on the 
31st against three, and part of the time four, batteries, and the deter- 
mined charges of the enemy’s troops. The battle-field in front is the 
witness of their execution. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


J. B. COX, 

Captain Tenth Indiana Battery, 

Major Eaoe, 

Chief of Artillery^ First Division, Left Wing, 

Army of the Cumberland, 


No. 101. 

Report of Capt. Cullen Bradley^ Sixth Ohio Battery, 

Headquaktees Sixth Ohio Batteey, 

On Battlefeld, near M%irf reeshorougli, Tenn,, Jamiary 5, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to submit the following olficial rex)ort of the 
engagement of December 30 and 31, 1862, and January 1 and 2, 1863, 
viz: 

At 8 a. m., December 30, the battery was put in position on the left 
bank of Stone’s Eiver and near camp, and engaged a four-gun battery of 
the enemy at a range of 1,500 yards, who held a high, strong, and com- 
manding position on the opposite bank of the river, and silenced the 
enemy’s battery after an engagement of fifteen minutes, exx)ending 72 
rounds of shell and solid shot, sustaining no damage, except the loss of 
one sponge buoket, struck by an enemy’s shot. 

At 8 a. m., December 31, the battery, in accordance to orders, proceeded 
to the right of our lines. At 10.30 a. m. engaged two four- gun batteries of 
the enemy, supported by two brigades of infantry, at a range of 250 
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yards. We received a galling fire from the infantry as well as the bat- 
teries. We held our position twenty minutes, pouring a heavy and 
destructive fire upon the infantry, at the same time engaging the bat- 
teries with good effect, expending 150 rounds of case-shot and canister, 
and sustained a loss of 1 man wounded and 2 horses killed. 

Our left flank having been turned, I retired my battery and took a 
position 500 yards in the rear. Again opened upon the enemy (with 
case and canister), who were advancing in force. After an engagement 
of five minutes, and expending 12 rounds of ammunition, I was again 
compelled to retire my battery and abandon two pieces of the battery, 
one of which I had spiked (since removed), and sustaining a loss of 1 
man killed, 2 men wounded, and 1 man missing also 8 horses killed 
and 3 wounded. About this time Colonel Shoemaker charged the en- 
emy with the Thirteenth Michigan Eegiment, driving them off the field 
and recovering the guns, and for which Colonel Shoemaker should re- 
ceive full credit. 

About 8 a. m., January 1, I again changed position to the front lines, 
and, in conjunction with several batteries, opened upon the enemy with 
case-shot and shell at a range of 2,000 yards, driving them back, ex- 
pending 54: rounds of ammunition and sustaining no damage. 

January 2, while occupying a position on the front line, the enemy 
advanced eighteen guns (supposed), and opened fire upon my battery 
with solid shot and shell. About 8 a. m. I was supported upon the 
right by two six-gun batteries, which gave way early in the action and 
retired. I silenced the enemy’s ^uns and held the position, expending 
177 rounds of ammunition, and sustaining a loss of 5 men wounded, 5 
horses killed, and 3 horses wounded. About this time Captain Stokes' 
(Chicago) battery opened upon my battery several rounds of canister 
from a position 250 yards in rear, and from which I sustained mucl] 
damage. 

At 2 p. m. the enemy advanced a heavy column upon our left lines, 
and supported by two four-gun batteries. My battery took a strong posi- 
tion and opened on the enemy at a range of 3,000 yards with good effect, 
expending 35 rounds of shell, and sustaining no damage. 

I take pleasure in noticing the promptness and coolness displayed by 
Mrst Lieut. O. H. P. Ayres, Second Lieut. A. P. Baldwin, and First 
Sergt. G-. W. Smetts for the manner in which they managed their re- 
spective sections 5 Lieutenant Ayres having been slightly wounded, 
also his horse being wounded, and Lieutenant Baldwin having his horse 
shot. 

The following non-commissioned officers and privates greatly distin- 
guished themselves, viz : Sergts. G. W. Howard, H. Hartman, T. O, 
Casey, S. Miller, and J. Hersh ; Corols. N. Poole, H. A. Collier, and 
Acting Corpl. S. O. Kimberk. Corpl. E. H. Neal is entitled to mucl) 
credit for the promptness and carefulness he displayed in keeping the 
caissons well screened, and for keeping the battery well supplied witli 
ammunition. Privates W. C. Stough, J. Eobinett, D. H. Evans, J. G 
Barger, and Frank Leslie greatly distinguished themselves. The whole 
company, with but few exceptions, displayed great coolness, and are 
entitled to much credit. 

Eespectfully, 

CULLEN BEADLEY, 
Captain^ Commwyiding Sixth Ohio Light Battery, 

Maj. S. Eaoe, 

Comdg, Artillery^ First Bimsion^ Fourteenth Army Corps, 
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Reports of Col. George P. Biiell^ Fifty-eiglith Indiana Infantry^ command- 
ing regiment and First Brigade^ including sJcirmish at La Vergne^ 
December 21, 


Hdqbs. Piexy-eighth Eegiment Indiana Vols., 

December 28, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that preparatory to an advance upon 
the enemy in the town of La Vergne, Tenn., this regiment, in accord- 
ance with orders received, was, on the 27th instant, formed in line of 
battle on the right of the advance line of the Fifteenth Brigade, with 
Companies A and B in the advance as skirmishers, covering the front 
and right of the regiment. 

When the line of skirmishers had advanced to within about 150 yards 
from the town, the enemy’s skirmishers, supported by one piece of 
artillery, opened fire upon them, which was promptly and vigorously 
returned by our skirmishers, who were steadily advancing, closely foi- 
lowed by the regiment. The enemy, being protected by the houses of 
the village, for a short time seemed to check the advance of the two 
companies acting as skirmishers, when Company F was also advanced 
as skirmishers to their assistance, and the regiment ordered to charge 
bayonets, and thereupon the enemy made a hasty retreat. After pur- 
suing the enemy for about the distance of 2 miles from the town, daring 
the whole of which time a constant skirmish was going on, this regiment 
was relieved by the Third Kentucky Infantry and took its position in 
the second line of the brigade. 

The following persons were wounded, to wit ISTumber of wounded, 
7 5 but 4 of the above wounded are disabled from service. I have to 
report 1 missing, to wit, George W. Thompson, of Company B. Four 
of the enemy are known to have been killed by the skirmishers of this 
regiment and 1 captured. 

The entire regiment, ofiGlcers and men, conducted themselves calmly 
and bravely during the entire action; but I would beg to make special 
mention of Maj. Joseph Moore, who commanded the skirmishers, and 
also of Captains Bavis and Cain, and Lieut. James A. Smith, who com- 
manded their respective companies as skirmishers, for the brave deter- 
mination evinced by them in their respective positions. 

Eespectfully, 


Captain Kebstetter, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 


GEO. P. BUELL, 

Colonel^ Commanding, 


Headquarters First Brigade, First Division, 

Leet Wing, Army or the Cumberland, 

Fear Murfreesboroughj Tenn,,, January 6 , 1863. 

Sir : Brigadier-General Hascall having assumed command of the 
division on the night of December 31, 1862, the command of this brigade 
devolved upon me, by orders issued to that ’efiect. At the time of as- 
suming this command the position of the brigade was on the right of 
the division, in front, which point we held until the morning of the 1st 
instant, when we fell back, before daylight, to the rear, as reserve for 
the division. 


Nominal list onutted. 
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This position we retained until 8 p. m. of the same day, when we again 
moved forward to the front, occupying the ground then held by the 
Pioneer Brigade, on the right of the division. Pickets were then thrown 
forward, so that the enemy^s advance was within easy range of their 
guns, and the brigade lay on their arms during the night. 

Early on the morning of the 2d instant sharp skirmishing began 
between our advance posts and the enemy, followed shortly afterward 
by a most terrific shower of shell and shot in our midst, from guns hav- 
ing been massed and masked against us during the night, killing 3 and 
wounding 10 men of the brigade. During the day there was considera- 
ble skirmishing, and occasional shells fell among us. 

Half an hour before dark we formed line of battle, by order, and moved 
forward some 600 yards 5 but, finding no enemy, were ordered to cross 
Stone’s Eiver, where we lay during the night in reserve, under arms, in 
a drenching rain-storm. 

On the morning of the 3d instant we moved into the works thrown up 
during the night, taking position on the right of the division, relieving 
the Twentieth Brigade, where we remained quietly during the day and 
night, lying on our arms. But nothing worthy of note transpiring, and 
being ordered, we recrossed Stone’s Eiver at 2.30 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 4th instant, taking up the position in the rear, which our bri- 
gade now occupies, as reserve. 

The list of casualties from the night of December 31, 1862, in this bri- 
gade, to this date, is : Enlisted men killed, 3 5 wounded, 10. No com- 
missioned officers killed or wounded. 

It gives me great pleasure to state that all the officers of the brigade 
conducted themselves with true spirit and becoming bravery, and were 
keenly alive to the great dangers of their respective commands, each 
endeavoring to guard them from the fire of the enemy. Where all do 
nobly, no individual case of bravery need be cited. 

For more minute details I would respectfully refer you to the indi- 
vidual reports of the regimental commanders, on file. 

Very respectfully, 

GEO. P. BUELL, 

Colonel^ Commanding, 

Captain Kerstetter, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ First Division, 


Hdqrs. Fipty-eighth Eegimbnt Indiana Volunteers, 

Near Murfreesiorough, Tenn,^ January 5, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the Fifty-eighth Eegiment In- 
diana Volunteers, under my command, entered the late action near Mur- 
freesborough, Tenn., at 11.30 a. m. December 31, 1862, with 386 men, 
exclusive of commissioned officers. 

This regiment, in the battle, was posted on the right of the railroad, 
fronting toward town, forming a part of the left wing of the army en- 
gaged. Each man was, prior to the action, furnished with from 60 to 80 
rounds of cartridges, and, after engaging the enemy under very severe 
fire for three hours and twenty minutes, the regiment was relieved by 
the Fortieth Indiana Volunteers. 

It gives me great pleasure to state that during the action both officers 
and enlisted men showed no desire nor symptom to retire ixom the con- 
test, but all stood firmly at their posts and fought nobly and bravely. 

31 R R— VOL XX, FT I 
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I would also state that John J. Hight, chaplain of the regiment, deserves 
commendation for his efficient services rendered on the field and in the 
hospitals, caring for the wounded. 

I have to report the following loss in this day’s engagement, to wit : 
Second Lieut. Francis B. Blackford, of Company B, was killed while 
bravely encouraging his men to fight for their cause. Oapts. William 
A. Downey and Ashbury H. Alexander, Second Lieut. William Adams, 
and Lieut. Charles C. Whiting were all wounded while performing their 
duty with great zeal and efficiency at their respective posts. Of enlisted 
men killed in action, there were 16, and 73 wounded in such a manner 
as to disable them for present service. There were also 24. men slightly 
wounded. I have also to report 3 men captured by the enemy, with the 
regimental wagons, at some distance from the field of battle, and also 3 
men missing ; making a total loss to the regiment as follows : Killed — 
commissioned officers, 1; enlisted men, 16. Wounded — commissioned 
officers, 4 ; enlisted men disabled, 73 ; enlisted men missing, 3. Total loss 
in this day’s action, 97 ; enlisted men captured (not in action), 3. Total, 
100 . 


At the close of the action this day, Brigadier- General Hascall being 
called to the command of the division, I took command of the brigade, 
and left the command of the regiment to Lieut. Col. James T. Bmbree, 
who has since commanded it. 

Eespectfully, 

GEO. P. BUELL, 

Oohnel, Commanding. 

Captain Keestbttee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 103. 

Reports of Col. FrederioJc A. Bartleson, One hundredth Illinois Infantry, 
including skirmishes near La Yergne and on the Murfreeshorough pike, 
at Stewards Creek Bridge. 

In the Field, at Stewaet’s Cebek, 

Lecemher 28, 1862. 

SiE: I have the honor to report as follows of the part taken by my 
regiment in the advance on Stewart’s Creek on the 27th December, 
1862: 

We advanced on La Vergne in rear of the Tw-enty-sixth Ohio. After 
passing La Vergne some distance, we took the place of the Twenty-sixth 
Ohio, relieving their skirmishers. The march in line of battle was very 
difficult, owing to the obstacles in the way, and the rain had made the 
ground in places very fatiguing to be traveled over ; the men, how'over, 
advanced very well. After arriving at the point where wo are now 
bivouacked, near the creek, while the artillery was interchanging shots 
with the enemy, by direction of General Hascall, I moved a little to the 
left. In a short time, hearing firing toward the left of our rear, I scut 
Captain Hunger’s company (G) to protect our left flank, instructing him 
to take up his position near the crest of a rise of ground. Ho did so, 
and had j ust got ready for deploying his men when a force of the enemy’s 
cavalry, numbering, perhaps, 50 or 60, came dashing along. Seeing them 
coming. Captain Hunger ordered his men to fire, and received some 
shots in return, when he ordered them to surrender, which they did, some, 
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however, with great reluctance. All were taken that came up near his 
company, but some, who were behind, seeing those in advance surrender, 
wheeled to the left behind a house and escaped. The number, including 
Lieutenant Sea well, Fifty-first Alabama Partisans, who was in command, 
taken was 24, besides 12 horses and saddles and 12 guns. A number 
of the prisoners, when they saw they must surrender, threw away their 
guns- One was wounded fatally and 2 slightly. 

Company B, while skirmishing, took 1 prisoner, who is in charge. 
Some of the horses were taken, I understand, by some other skirmishers, 
into whose line they ran, and some got away. If one of our men were 
wounded, although one or two were struck by spent balls. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

P. A. BAETLESOJSr, 
Colonel One hundredth Illinois. 

Capt. E. E. Kerstetter, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt, Oen.j Fifteenth Brigade^ Sixth Division. 


Hdqrs. One hundredth Illinois Vol. Infantry, 

On the Battle-field, near Murfreesiorough, Tenn,, January 5, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by the One hundredth Eegiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry during De- 
cember 31, 1862 : 

On the morning of December 31, 1862, while a portion of General 
Van elevens command were returning from the ford of the creek (which 
up to that time had been guarded by the One hundredth Illinois and 
Fifty-eighth Indiana), not carrying out their original intention of cross- 
ing, my regiment was ordered" to follow, in column of companies, the 
Twenty-sixth Ohio, which we did, and, moving with them toward the 
right, we at last took our position in line of brattle on the right of the 
Fifty-eighth Indiana and in the rear of the Twenty-sixth Ohio, amid a 
scene of almost indescribable confusion, other regiments moving among 
us, ambulances and wagons hurrying to the rear, and scattered cavalry- 
men and negroes, urging their horses to their utmost speed, seeking a 
place of safety. We moved with the brigade farther on, until we came 
within the range of the enemy^s cannon, and were exposed for a time 
to a heavy cross-fire of artillery. 

After remaining thus for .a short time, the fire on the right becoming 
momentarily heavier, I moved, in pursuance of orders, across the rail- 
road, the regiment resting at right angles with the road, the right wing 
on the right of the railroad, and the left wing on the left of it. I noticed 
at this time, and shortly before, that our troops on the right were fall- 
ing back, belonging, I presume, to General McCook’s corps, and I was 
ordered to throw my men parallel to the railroad, which I did. 

The bank of the excavation being too high for a part of the regiment 
to fire in that position, I ordered them to get out of it and lie down on 
the left side of the railroad. The firing in this direction was pretty 
heavy, but my men were not called on to reply. I observed some troops 
falling back in considerable confusion. Some of them were rallied and 
formed in the excavation we had left, toward my right, but not in any 
considerable number. I am unable to say who they were. At this 
point a shell, which killed 5 men of an adjoining regiment, so affected 
my sergeant-major that he is bent to the ground with an injury that 
will probably affect him for life. 

I had noticed about this time that the firing was drawing near on the 
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left of the position I then occupied, parallel with the railroad, and was 
apprehensive that our troops on the left side of the road might be taken 
on the flank. About this time Colonel Hazen, of the brigade, directed 
me to file to the left. Asking him his name, and being myself con- 
vinced of the necessity of the movement, 1 complied, and moved for- 
ward in a line at right angles with that just left, until I came iip with 
the One hundred and tenth Illinois, Colonel Casey. We halted here, 
and for a short time participated in a sharp fire of musketry, which 
finally ceased, leaving us to bear nothing except a cannonade, which 
gradually lulled. There was another regiment at this time behind us, 
but what one I know not. After a short time this was withdrawn, and 
I was left alone with the One hundred and tenth Illinois. 

There was at this point an open space (a cotton-field) in our front, 
and in a short time Idiscovei'ed a large body of the enemy on the other 
side, across the field, apparently moving to attack us. The One hundred 
and tenth at this time formed on my left. I regarded the situation as 
extremely perilous, and informed General Hascall, who was not far 
distant, of the same. He replied that he saw it likewise, but we must 
hold it. 

Shortly after, a force of our own was thrown across the field in our 
front, bat was soon withdrawn. Informing my men that this was a 
good time to show what they were and make a reputation, and announc- 
ing my determination to them that they should stay there, I ordered 
them forward, and halted them at the edge of the wood. The One 
hundred and tenth said they would stay with us, and moved likewise. 
I commanded the men to lie down, but the enemy, having necessarily 
discovered us, opened upon us with a perfect storm of shot, shell, and 
grape. A battery of our own in a short time replied behind us, and 
for the space of three or four hours the scene was fearful. 

Although so much exposed, I cannot but be thankful that we suffored 
so little, commensurate with our danger. The most of our loss, however, 
was incurred here. Second Lieutenant Worthingham was iTistautly 
killed by a shell. Second Lieutenant Mitchell, Company A, was mor- 
tally wounded in the hip by a musket or rifle ball, of which he after- 
ward died. They were both deserving officers, and did their duty nobly. 
Major Hammond had a narrow escape, having the skirts of his coat 
torn and a slight wound in the calf of his leg. First Lieut. George Bez 
and Second Lieutenant McDonald, both of Company 0, were somewhat 
wounded, but I think not severely. First Lieutenant Kelley, Company 
K, was wounded severely in the right shoulder. Second Lieutenant 
McConnell, Company I, was somewhat bruised by the limb of a tree 
striking him on the head, but has since returned to duty. The list 
accompanying this report will show the number of enlisted men and 
others killed and wounded. 

Night at last closed in and ended this unequal combat — unequal, be- 
cause our men were compelled, to a great extent, to be spectators and 
sufferers without being allowed to be actors in the scene. I threw out 
skirmishers to the front of the regiment, and the men were ordered to 
lie down on their arms and forbidden to make fires. Our skirmishers 
soon came ujpon the enemy seeking his wounded, and, through misappre- 
hension, some of my men took the horse of a rebel surgeon and 4 ims- 
oners. I sent the horse back, and directed the messenger to say, with- 
out mentioning from whom the message came, that it was regretted that 
the men were taken, but, under the circumstances, they could not be 
released at present, but would be at the first fitting opportunity. The 
men themselves were quite pleased at the idea. Two more were brought 
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in to me, being reported to have given themselves up and to be anxious 
to leave the Confederate service. I questioned them, and finding that 
it was entirely voluntary on their part, I sent them to General TTa,s<».fl.n^ 
who took charge of them. I also sent out an ambulance, under charge 
of Dr. Woodruff, who brought in a number of our own wounded from the 
field. The others the next day I sent to the rear. I had no paper on 
which to express the facts ; but if they can be identified hereafter (as 
they can be by some of my regiment) they ought to be returned. 

Becapitulation of Jcilled and wounded. 



0 

1 

<y 

pi 

Comtnissioned o£Q.cer3 

1 

6 

Enlisted men 

5 

32 

N on’Commissioned staff * 


1 

Total 

6 

39 

Aggregate 


45 


i 



Of the above, one commissioned officer died shortly after. I have not 
included in the above some of those who have been killed and wounded 
from among men detailed from the regiment in other parts of the service. 

Troops, I think, could not have behaved better than did the One hun- 
dredth. Considering that it was a new re^ment ; that since being mus- 
tered into the United States service its time has been almost entirely 
consumed in marching, precluding proper opportunities of drilling, and 
that its officers generally were new, it must be confessed, I trust and 
think, it did well. Where all did well, then, it is unnecessary to specify 
individual cases. 

Eespectfully, 

F. A. BAETLESON, 
Colonel One hundredth Illinois Infantry. 

Oapt. Edmund E. EIerstetteb, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifteenth Brigade. 


* Headquabtees One hundbedth Illinois Ineantby, 

January 5, 1863. 

The following is a continuation of my report after December 31, 1862, 
commencing with the operations of January 1, being supplementary to 
a report just made to General Hascall, through his adjutant-general : 

Very early the next morning (January 1, 1863) we were ordered to 
change our position, which we did, but nothing was done that 
About 9 or 10 p. m. an order came to proceed to the front, which we did, 
in conjunction with the rest of the brigade, and relieved the Pioneer 
Corx)s, which was on duty there. Everything passed off quietly at 
night, but in the morning, while my regiment, which had hew in the 
front line all night, was being relieved by the Twenty-sixth Ohio, the 
enemy opened ux>on us with artillery. , ^ 

We took up our position, notwithstanding, and were subjected, tor a 
considerable space of time, to one of the most severe fires that troops 
can experience. The men lay in that position all day, without rations 
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that day or the night hefore, and sunk deep in the mud. This made the 
second night -without sleep, and, one might say, almost -without food. 
Private George H. Atkins, Company K, -was killed by a solid shot, 
-which penetrated him and severed his arm from his body. 

We were here the spectators, to a considerable extent, of the fight on 
the left, which took place on the afternoon of the 2d. Near dark our 
regiment, with the remainder of the brigade, after being formed in line, 
and our skirmishers skirmishing with the enemy^, proceeded to ford the 
creek on the left, which we did, and at last bivouacked in a terrible rain 
for the night. 

On the morning of January 3, -with the rest of our brigade, wo took 
our position behind the rail barricades or breastworks, relieving the 
Twentieth Brigade. Nothing transpired, except one of the most con- 
stant rains, lasting day and night. Early the next morning we recrossed 
to our present position. 

Troops could not have behaved better than did the One hundredth. 
Considering that it. is a new regiment ; that its time has been mostly 
occupied heretofore in marching, furnishing but small opportunity for 
drilling : that most of its officers were new, it must be acknowledged 
that it did good service. Where all do well, it is unnecessary to specify 
individual cases. 


The following is a list of the killed : Private George H. Atkins, Com- 
pany K. 

The above brings down the report to the time of occupying this 
present camp. 

EespectfuUy, 

F. A. BAETLESON, 
Colonel One hundredth Illinois Infantry. 

Capt. J. G. Elwood, 

Acting Assistant Adjntant-Oeneral, Mfteenth Brigade. 


No. 104. 

B^ort of Lieut. Col. Janies T. JEmiree, Mfty-eigJith Indiana Infantry. 

Hdqes. Fipty-bighth- Eegiment Indiana Volttntebhs, 

January — , 1803. 

SiE: I have the honor to report that the Fifty -eighth Eegiment In- 
diana Volunteers came under my command on the evening of December 
31, 1862, after the close of that day’s action, George P. Buell, colonel .of 
the regiment, having been called to the command of the brigade. 

About daybreak, January 1, 1863, this regiment received orders and 
took position as part of the reserve on the left wing of the army, and 
retained that position during the entire day, and consequently was not 
in action. 

At 10 p. m. of the same day the regiment was posted on the front 
line, in the left wing of the army, and retained this position until 9 p. m. 
January 2. 

Daring this time the regiment was not engaged in action, but was, 
about 10 a. m., January 2, subjected to a severe fire from the enemy’s 
artillery, discharging into its ranks a large number of solid shot and 
shell, by which 2 enlisted men were severely wounded. 

About 6 p. m. of this day an attack was made by the enemy on the 
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riglit flank of tbe regiment, while the regiment was being moved to a 
new position, which it had been ordered to occupy. The front of the 
regiment was immediately changed, and skirmishers thrown forward to 
meet the skirmishers of the enemy, and soon succeeded in driving the 
enemy from the field without loss to the regiment. At 9 p. m., January 
2, the regiment, in pursuance of orders received, crossed the river on 
the left, and took position on the iront line of the left wing of our army, 
which position it held until the morning of January 4, when it was 
moved to its present position in the field, in the rear of the army. 

During the time the regiment held position south of Stone’s Eiver— 
tbe night of the 2d and the day and night of January 3— the regi- 
ment was not engaged in action. 

The loss of the regiment during the time covered by this report was 
but 2 enlisted men, wounded. 

EespectfuUy, 


JAMES T. EMBEEE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel j Gomdg. Fifty ■eighth Regt, Indiana Vols, 


m. 105 . 

Report of Col. Samuel MeKee^ Third Kentucky Infantry^ of skirmishes 
near La Vergne and Stewards Creek Bridge^ Beeeinber 27. 

Headquarters Third Kentucky Ineantry, 

Stewards Creek, Tenn., Becemher 28, 1862. 

Sir : In obedience to the command of Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall, 
commanding Fifteenth Brigade, about 10 o’clock a. m. on yesterday, at 
a point about one-half mile west of the town of La Yergne, I posted my 
regiment in the rear of the Fifty-eighth Indiana Volunteers, forming the 
right of the rear line of the Fifteenth Brigade. In this position I moved 
forward through the town to a point about 1 J miles east, along the right 
of the Murfreesborough pike. Here my regiment was ordered forward 
to relieve the Fifty-eighth Indiana. On taking the position in advance, 
thereby becoming the right of the front line, Companies A (Lieutenant 
Powell), B (Lieutenant Hogan), and 0 (Captain Ealston), all under the 
command of Major Collier, were deployed, and at once thrown forward 
to relieve the skirmishers of the Fifty-eighth Indiana. These compa- 
nies had no sooner taken their positions and commenced to advance 
than they were met by a galling fire from the rebels, ambuscaded be- 
hind a dense thicket of cedar. Their fire was promptly returned with 
such effect as to drive the enemy at once in confusion from their hiding 
place. But they being mounted, whilst we were afoot, were enabled 
readily [to avail themselves] of every advantage of position that pre- 
sented itself from the time we first met them until we reached this place. 
Driven from one shelter they quickly sought another, but at no point 
tarried longer than to receive one or two rounds from their pursuers. 

Major Collier was constantly, and with great gallantry, riding from 
one end of the line to the other, encouraging the skirmishers forward, 
and to him is attributable the fact that we were enabled to steadily [press] 
forward, though the ground over which we had to pass was a contmuous 
succession of dense thickets and soft corn ground, both rendered almost 
entirely impassable, except by the most devious routes, by a drenching 
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rain, wlaich fell upon us in torrents, from the time my regiment toot the 
front until reaching this point, a distance of about 3.J miles. 

During the advance the enemy were dislodged from not less than five 
or six of their hiding places. They frequently retained their fire until 
we had approached within less than 100 paces. They having the ad- 
vantage of both short range and deliberate aim, yet we were so shielded 
by an overruling Providence that not a single casualty happened my 
entire regiment, though several were known to befall the enemy. But 
their number I have no means of ascertaining. 

Of all the achievements of the day, that happening at this point was 
the most fortunate for the successful advance of the army, and the one 
for which the parties engaged should be most commended. On ap- 
proaching Stewart’s Creek, which at this place it is almost impossible 
to ford at this season, the skirmishers discovered that the retreating 
rebels had, some moments before, fired the bridge ; the flames were al- 
ready reaching high in the air ; our battery and one of the enemy, both 
posted on the pike on opposite sides of the bridge, were shelling each 
other, many of the missiles from both falling on and near the bridge, 
and within rifle shot on the east of the creek stood a company of rebel 
cavalry. The moment was critical. Captain Ealston called for volun- 
teers to extinguish the flames. Without the least hesitation. Major 
Collier’s entire line, with a number of the Twenty -sixth Ohio, then near 
the same point, rushed forward, and in a moment extinguished the flame 
and saved the bridge, all escaping unhurt. 

I was soon after ordered by General Hascall to post my entire regi- 


ment as a guard to the bridge. I at once moved up the rest of my com- 
mand, and have them now posted at this point. 

Very respectfully, 

SAM. MoKEB, 

Colonel, Commanding Third Kentxieky Infantry. 


Capt. Edmund E. Kbestbttbe, 

Assistmt AdjutanPGeneral. 


Eo. 106. 

Reports of Maj. Daniel R. Collier, Third Kentuolcy Infantry. 

Hdqes. Third Ee&iment Kentucky Volunteers, 

Comp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863. 

Sir : By order of Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall, commanding brigade, I 
herewith submit a report of the part taken by the Third Eegiment Ken- 
tucky Volunteers in the action at this place on Wednesday, December 
31, 1862. 

At 10 a. m. the regiment was ordered to form, and was marched to 
its first position on the east of the railroad, fronting toward the right 
of our army, where the battle was raging fiercest, and qur forces, over- 
whelmed by superior numbers, were falling back, contesting stubbornly, 
inch by inch, the ground which they were forced to give up. Our regi- 
ment, with the Twenty-sixth Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry on our 
right, formed the front line, while the Fifty-eighth Eegiment Indiana 
Volunteers, with the One hundredth Illinois Volunteers on its right, 
formed the second line. 

We lay in that position until about 10.30 o’clock, when we were or- 
dered to the front to the support of Colonel Hazen’s -brigade, which.was 
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being attacked by greatly superior numbers. We crossed tbe railroad, 
and, marching by the right flank at double-quick, filed to the right 
across the turnpike, and formed in an open field on the right of the 
Ninth Indiana, of Colonel Hazen’s brigade, our left resting on the turn- 
pike. The men were ordered to lie down, and immediately the firing 
commenced, the enemy having advanced in two lines to within 200 
yards of our position. 

We held our position under a galling cross-fire until 1 p. m., when, a 
regiment which had formed on our right giving way, we were ordered 
to fall back about 25 yards across the turnpike, to guard against a flank 
movement which the enemy threatened from the woods on our right. 

We occupied our new position about an hour, when, our ammunition 
having been entirely expended and the guns becoming so foul that it 
was impossible to load them, we were ordered to fall behind the rail- 
road, about 60 yards in rear of our old position, to fix bayonets and 
receive the enemy, should they approach nearer, with' cold steel. 

We lay in this position until 4 p. m., when we were ordered to the rear 
to replenish our stock of ammunition and clean the guns. We marched 
half a mile to the reqr, and had scarcely filled our cartridge-boxes and 
wiped out the guns when we were called upon by the commanding offlcer 

of battery to support him against a strong force of the enemy, 

who were approaching our left from the east side of the river. A few 
rounds from the battery caused the enemy to retire. 

We were in line on the left of the battery when General Eosecrans 
came up, and in person ordered us to advance and take position in a 
corn-field within about 200 yards of the river. This position we held 
until about 2 a. m. of Thursday, the men lying on their arms. 

The regiment went into the fight with Samuel McKee, colonel com- 
manding; Maj. Daniel E. Collier, acting lieutenant-colonel, and Adjt. 
W. A. Bullitt, acting major. There were in the regiment 13 officers of 
the line and 300 men, rank and file. 

Colonel McKee fell at 11 o’clock, after we had been engaged half an 
hour, and when the contest was at his height. A minie ball striking 
him over the right eye, he fell from his horse and expired almost im- 
medj.ately. A truer patriot, a braver man, or better Christian never 
fell fighting in defense of truth and liberty — ^worshipped by his men, 
respected and loved by the officers, our colonel would have desired no 
fitter mausoleum than that in the midst of dead and dying comrades. 

I was wounded twice during the engagement, but did not leave the 
field. The horse of Adjutant Bullitt was shot under him. Our hos- 
pital was captured by the enemy about 32 m., and our surgeon, Hector 
Owens, was taken prisoner, but released after having been kept four 
days. Our men and officers, without exception, acted bravely, and to 
give you a list of those who distinguished themselves would.be but to 
give you our muster-roll. 

Out of 13 officers of the line, 9 were disabled ; of the enlisted men, 
there were killed, 12 ; wounded, 77 ; missing, 34. Total, 123. 

Many of the wounded have died since the report was compiled. The 
number of killed and wounded is here stated as it was the day of the 


fight. 


Eespectfully, 


DANIEL E. COLLIEE, 


Major, Commanding Third Kentuolcy Volunteer Infantry. 


Capt. Edmund E. Kerstetter, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifteenth Brigade. 
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HEADQDAETEES THIED KBNTTJOKY VOLtTNTEEES, 

Near Murfreesborough, Term., January 6, 1863. 

SiE : By order of Col. George P. Buell, I herewith submit a report 
of the part taken by the Third Eegiment Kentucky Volunteers in the 
action on Thursday, January 1. 

By order of Colonel Buell, I moved my regiment, at 2 a. m., west of 
the railroad, and formed on the right of the One hundredth Illinois, the 
Fifty-eighth Indiana and Twenty-sixth Ohio in our rear. We remained 
here all day, ready at any time to meet an attack, but nothing of note 
took place, with the exception of an occasional shell passing over the 
regiment, which wo shielded ourselves from by lying flat on the ground. 

At 8 p. m. we moved to a skirt of woods about 500 yards to the front, 
and relieved the Third Battalion of Pioneers, where we remained during 
the night. 

Friday, January 2, we remained in the position occupied the night 
previous, and during part of the time were under a heavy fire from the 
enemy’s batteries. 

About 5 p. m. we marched, with the balance of the brigade, across the' 
river, where we formed in line in an open field. After standing under 
arms for some time in a drenching rain, we withdrew to a skirt of woods 
on the right of our position, where we bivouacked for the night. 

Saturday, January 3, about 7 a. m., we marched to the front, and took 
position in the second line in rear of the fortifications, where we remained 
until about 1 p. m., when we moved forward and occupied the ])ositiou 
previously held by the Fifty-eighth Indiana, where we remained until 
about 2 a. m. 

Sunday, January 4, we recrossed the river about 2 a. m., and went 
into camp on the west of the railroad. The day was mostly spent in 
gathering up and burying the dead. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

DAKIEL E. OOLLIEE, 

Major, Oommandina. 

Oapt. J. G. Ewood, 

Aoting Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifteenth Brigade, 


m. 107. 

B^orts of Oapt.William S. Squires, Twenty-sixth Ohio Infantry, ineludinq 
skirmishes at La Yergne and on the Murf reesborough pike, at Stewarts 
Creek Bridge. 

Hdqes. Twenty-sixth Ohio Volitntebe Ineantey, 

In Field, near La Yergne, December 28, 1802. 

SiE : I have the honor to report the following as the part performed 
by the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantjfy, under my command, on 
the 27th instant: 

Between 11 and 12 o’clock I first received orders to form the regiment 
m lineof battle, and deploy my flanking companies as skirmishers. This 
being executed, and the order to advance being given, my skirmishers 
were ordered to enter La Vergne at a double-quick. On reaching the 
edge of the town, the firing on them became very severe, and at this 
point I received the order to advance my regiment at a double-quick 
and clear the town. This was performed by the regiment to my entire 
Havine nassed the town, the regiment, owing to the dense 
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woods and the difficulty of seeing our proper position, obliqued too far 
to the left, and a part of it was thrown on the left of the railroad, and 
encountered considerable opposition from a force of the enemy’s cav- 
alry, which were finally driven forward. After dispersing this body of 
cavalry, I received orders to move over to the turnpike, which I did, 
and was there relieved by the One hundredth Illinois Volunteers, which 
I was then ordered to support. I then advanced on a line with the 
Fifty-eightb Indiana to the present point, and, in obedience to or- 
ders, was moving my regiment to the rear for the purpose of camp- 
ing, when I received orders to change front and form on line with the 
One hundredth Illinois, to cut off the retreat of the enemy’s cavalry, 
which, at this time, were endeavoring to escape by cutting their way 
through to the turnpike in advance of our forces. This force of the 
enemy having escaped by passing to the left of the line, I was ordered 
to camp my regiment. I regret to report the following loss of enlisted 
men in my regiment, nearly all of which occurred during the execution 
of the order to charge through the town, viz : Company A, 1 man 
wounded; Company B, 2 wounded; Company C,1 wounded; Company 
D, 2 wounded; Company F, 1 killed and 2 wounded; Company H, 4 
wounded; Company I, 3 wounded ; Company K, 2 wounded ; total, 17 
wounded and 1 killed. In considering the circumstances under which 
the regiment went into the engagement, to wit, with but 1 acting field 
officer, 1 acting staff officer, 11 commissioned line officers, and 380 men, 
under arms, and the fact of the men being heavily laden, their clothes 
and contents of knapsacks being very wet, I have every reason to be 
satisfied with their conduct. I would also report the fact that Captain 
Ewing, of Company B, and in command of my skirmishers, not having 
received the order to return to the regiment when relieved by the com- 
panies of the One hundredth Illinois, remained in advance of the skir- 
mishers of the One hundredth, and, with the men under his command 
and the assistance of a few of the skirmishers of the Third Kentucky, 
saved the bridge a half a mile to our front and on the main pike. Not 
having received any report from the surgeons in charge of my wounded, 
I am unable to state the character of their wounds, though most of them 
are reported to be severe. In numbers, however, I believe the list of 
casualties to be perfectly correct. 

My company officers deserve my most sincere thanks for their efforts 
and the success attained in keeping the men well in hand and perfectly 
cool. 

I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully, 

W. H. SQtJIEBS, 

Commanding Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Oapt. Edmund E. Kerstetter. 


Hdqrs. Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

In Fields January 5, 1863. 

Sir ; I have the honor to report the following movements on the part 
of the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry on January 1 : 

At an early hour in the morning I was ordered to fall back with my 
regiment from the position in which I had been placed by Golonel Wag- 
ner and join the Fifteenth Brigade. We were then drawn back and 
formed a reserve near and at right angles to the railroad. 

At night the regiment was thrown across the railroad and into a hol- 
low, for the purpose of allowing the men to build fires. 
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At 9 p. m. we were ordered forward to relieve the Pioneer Brigade, 
and the regiment was formed in rear of the Fifty-eighth Indiana as a 
support. This position was held all night. There were no casualties 
in the regiment on this day. 

On the morning of January 2, the regiment was ordered forward to 
relieve the One hundredth Illinois and support the Eighth Indiana Bat- 
tery, on our left flank, and the Board of Trade Battery, on the center and 
right. Immediately after taking this position the batteries of the enemy ’ 
opened on our artillery, and severe fighting ensued. 

During the day the enemy’s skirmishers, advancing under cover, an- 
noyed our line, and were twice driven back by our own skirmishers. 
Immediately after sundown the regiment, with the brigade, were thrown 
across the creek, and, being held in reserve, were thrown back into the 
woods and allowed fires. 

The casualties of this day were 2 men killed and 8 wounded, most of 
which were caused by the artillery of the enemy. 

On the morning of January 3, the regiment was ordered to relieve 
the Sixty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry and occupy the breastworks 
built during the previous night. In this position the regiment remained 
during the day and night, nothing of interest occurring and no casual- 
ties taking place. 

On the morning of January 4, the regiment recrossed the creek and 
w£ia placed in camp in the present position. 

In conclusion, I will add that the Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer In- 
fantry entered into the engagement of December 31 with 374 guns, and 
lost during the interval a total of 1 commissioned oflicer Icilled and 2 
wounded, and 9 enlisted men killed and 72 wounded. Many others 
were struck, and so slightly wounded as not to unfit them for duty, and 
are, therefore, not mentioned in this report. 

I cannot mention in particular any of my officers, as each one seemed 
to vie with the other in deeds and examples of good conduct. The men; 
with a very few exceptions, behaved nobly, though a few, I regret to 
say, skulked to the rear. 

I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully, 

W. H. SQUIKES, 

Captain, Commanding Twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Captain Elwood, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral, Fifteenth Brigade. 


No. 108. 

Eeport of Col George B. Wagner, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry, command- 
ing Second, Brigade. 

Hdqus. Second Bei&., Fiest Div., Left Wind, 

DePAETMBNX OE the OtTMBEELAND, 

On the Field, near Murfreeshorough, Term., January 6, 18C3. 

SiE : I have the honor to report the following as to the position and 
part taken by my brigade in the great battle of the last few days: 

On the morning of the 31st ultimo my command was formed in order 
of battle, the right resting on the Murfreeshorough road, about 2 miles 
trom the town, and the leit resting to the left of the railroad} one 
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section of Cox’s battery commanding the pike, the remainder of the 
battery posted so as to command either side of the railroad. 

While in this position I received an order to move forward. My 
skirmishers immediately became engaged with the enemy, and the 
enemy’s artillery shelling my lines. There was a fearful battle going 
on at this time on our extreme right. I received orders to proceed no 
farther, but, if attacked, to hold my position. General Hascall’s and 
Colonel Harker’s brigades were posted on my left, but were soon after 
withdrawn; this made it necessary to extend my lines to the left, so as 
to prevent the enemy crossing Stone’s River at a ford which had been 
held by Colonel Harker, and that I was now ordered to hold at all 
hazards by General Wood, 

1 accordingly moved all my brigade to the left of the railroad, with 
one section of Cox’s battery at the railroad ; the other sections were 
posted directly in front of the ford, on the crest of a hdl, supported by 
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, and in such position as to rake 
the front both to the right and left. Directly in front of this position, 
on the opposite side of the river, on an elevation defended by earth- 
works, were posted two of the enemy’s batteries and a large force of 
infantry, under command of General Breckinridge. This was mainly 
the position of my command when the enemy made the first vigorous 
assault ill front, which, after a long and continued struggle, was re- 
pulsed with great slaughter of the enemy, but to return in still greater 
force. 

Learning that General Hascall, on the right of the road, was hard 
pressed, I sent the Ninety-seventh Ohio to re-enforce him, which did 
good service as they took position on the flank, and were sheltered by 
the nature of the ground from the fire of the 'enemy, and which pre- 
vented the enemy from raking our lines from the woods on the right. 
Colonel Lane maintained this position throughout the day. The enemy 
at this time had gained the woods on this side of the river, and I 
ordered the Fifteenth Indiana, supported by the Fifty-seventh Indiana, 
to advance to meet them. Captain Cox’s battery, supported by the 
Fortieth Indiana, opened on them with canister arid soon drove them 
back. At the same time they were repulsed in front by General Has- 
call, but only to return, as before, in greater force, this time evidently 
determined to carry my position, as a brigade was thrown on this side 
of the river, under cover of the woods in my front, at only about 300 
yards distant. 

Cox’s battery had exhausted nearly all of their ammunition, and had 
tried in vain to procure more, which made it necessary for me to rely 
mainly on the infantry to dislodge the enemy from this position. I pre- 
ferred making the attack myself rather than waiting an assault from 
them. I ordered forward theFifteenth Indiana, supported by the Fifty- 
seventh Indiana, being all the troops 1 had in hand, the Fortieth Indiana 
being hotly engaged on the right of the railroad, with the left resting 
upon the river, so as to completely enfilade the enemy’s line. 

At this time Colonel Hines and Lieutenant-Colonel Lennard, of the 
Fifty-seventh Indiana, were severely wounded, and had to leave the 
field. From this position J directed Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, com- 
manding Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, to charge the enemy at a double- 
quick, and nobly did he and his men execute the order, killing, wound- 
ing, and capturing nearly one entire regiment, and driving two others 
in utter rout from the field ; and nobly was the movement seconded by 
the Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers, although they had lost aU their 
field officers ; they poured valley after volley into the enemy, thereby 
aiding greatly to the success of the movements. ^Captain.Oox’s battery 
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gave them the last shot they had in the locker, thereby making the rout 
complete. 

The Fifteenth Indiana lost in this charge about 30 killed and near 100 
wounded; but the rebels were not yet whipped, as they returned again 
xn force, my infantry slowly retiring and lighting their way back. By 
rhis time we were prepared for their reception, as Captain Cox had pro- 
cured some ammunition, and I ordered Lieutenant Estep’s Eighth In- 
diana Battery into position with four guns ; when the enemy came 
within canister range, they were literally swept away and driven back 
in utter confusion. The artillery was supported at this tiine by the 
Twenty-sixth Ohio, under command of the gallant Major Squires. 

Night coming on put an end to the conflict ; and allow me to say I 
found my command as far to the front as they were in the morning, and 
the noble dead of this brigade lay nearer the enemy’s position than that 
of any other. It must be remembered that during the entire day the 
enemy’s guns directly in my front, at 1,000 yards distant, and defended 
by earthworks from the effect of our artillery, kept up a continual fire 
of shot and shell, and every movement of my troops had to be made 
under this fearful Are. And I desire thus publicly to state of the men 
of my command that in this trying ordeal they proved themselves 
soldiers of the highest order. They remained in this position during 
the night without fire, shivering with cold as they lay upon the bloody 
field, yet not a murmur escaped them. 

To Captain Cox’s battery, oflicers and men, I am greatly indebted for 
the result of this day ; they were under a continual fire, and much of it 
a cross-fire from the enemy’s artillery, which was securely protected, 
while Captain Cox jv-as in an open field, without even a tree to screen 
him from view; yet when their ammunition was exhausted the only 
cry of the captain and his men was for more ammunition. 

The morning of the 1st, in accordance with orders from General Has- 
call, I formed my command on the right of Colonel Beatty’s division, 
whose left rested upon the river, some half a mile to the rear of the 
position of the day before, with Colonel Harker upon my right. Soon 
after daylight the enemy attacked us warmly, but were soon driven off 
by the artillery. 

My advance still held the grove on the left of my position of the 31st 
ultimo, which the enemy seemed determined to drive me from. I re- 
enforced this point and held it during the day, although repeatedly 
attacked by the enemy. 

Things remained in this position until the morning of the 2d. The 
enemy having, during the night, throwji across the river in our front a 
large force, they opened upon our lines with a fearful storm of artillery, 
which, however, did but little execution on my lines, but was directed 
to Colonel Harker’s command, on my right. They were soon silenced 
and driven off by our artillery. The enemy again attempted to drive 
my men from the woods on the left. I obtained re-enforcements for 
that position from General Cruft, which enabled us to hold that position 
until the attack in the evening, made upon Colonel Beatty, when I was 
ordered by General Hascall to cross the river to his support. When 
we arrived on the opposite side the enemy were already repulsed. 

Night coming on, we lay upon the field. The troops under my com- 
mand were not engaged on the 4th. 

Allow me, in closing this report, to say that, with one single exer- 
tion, the commanders of regiments and field officers showed themselves 
worthy of the positions they hold. Lieutenant-Colonel W ood. Fifteenth 
Indiana, had his horse shot under him ; Colonel Lane, Ninety-seventh 
Ohio, behaved with the coolness of a veteran ; Lieutenant-Colonel Neff, 
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commanding Fortieth Indiana Volunteers, unfortunately^ was wounded 
early in the action, devolving the command on Major Learning, to whom 
I am under obligations for the manner in which he handled his regi- 
ment; Colonel Hines, Fifty-seventh Indiana, was wounded about the 
middle of tbe afternoon, while at the head of his regiment, gallantly 
leading them to the attack of the enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Lennard 
was wounded about the same time, devolving the command of that regi- 
ment on Captain McGraw, who deserves special commendation for the 
manner in which he performed his trust. 

It is impossible for me to name the officers who did well, as they 
nearly all did so, but will leave with the regimental commanders the 
duty of doing them justice, but must be allowed to pay one last tribute 
to the noble dead, Captains Foster and Templeton, of the’ Fifteenth In- 
diana, who fell while leading their men in the charge upon the foe. 
May their country not forget them. 

The exception above alluded to in my commendation of officers was 
Col. J. W. Blake, Fortieth Indiana Volunteers, who, upon the field, be- 
came so intoxicated as to be entirely unfit for duty. I ordered him to 
report to General Wood under arrest, since which time I have not seen 
him, but report says he is in NTashville a paroled prisoner. This was 
about noon on the 31st, before his regiment had become engaged. 

The casualties are as follows : 

The Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers — officers killed, 2; wounded, 7 ; 
enlisted men killed, 3G; wounded, 136; missing, 7. Total killed, 
wounded, and missing, 188. 

The Fifty-seventh Indiana Volunteers — officers wounded, 6; enlisted 
men killed, 11 ; wounded, 55 ; missing, 6. Total killed, wounded, and 
missing, 78. 

The Fortieth Indiana Volunteers — officers wounded, 6; enlisted men 
killed, 4 ; wounded, 63 ; missing, 13. Total killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, 85. 

The Ninety-seventh Ohio Volunteers — enlisted men killed, 3; 
wounded, 15; missing, 6. Total killed, wounded, and missing, 24. 

Total number of men of the brigade killed, wounded, and missing, 
375; total number of men engaged, 1,475; number of men for duty on 
the morning of the 2d, 1,100. 

The Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers captured 171 prisoners, most of 
them belonging to the Thirteenth Louisiana. 

The members of my personal staff present on the field, Oapt. Henry 
O, Tinney, acting assistant adjutant- general; Captain Warren and 
Lieut. W. M. Casterline, aides-de-camp, and of my escort, rendered me 
efficient service during the engagement, frequently carrying orders 
through such a storm of bullets that it was extremely doubtful whether 
they would live to deliver them. 

Which is respectfully submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 

G. D. WAGNEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 


No. 109. 

Report of Lieut, Col. Gustams'A. Wood^ Fifteenth Indiana Infantry. 

Fifteenth Eegiment Indiana Vodxjnteers, 

Camp near Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.^ January 9, 1863; 
Sir : I have the honor to present you herewith a report of the opera- 



496 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [CiiAr.XXXn. 

tions of the regiment during the late engagements before Murfrees- 
!5&rough. 

During the advance on the enemy’s position the regiment was not 
actually engaged prior to the 31st ultimo. 

On the 29th, Companies B and F were in advance as skirmishers, and 
Company F had 1 man wounded. 

On the morning of the 31st, while supporting Cox’s battery, we were 
ordered to take and hold a point of woods on the (then) extreme left of 
the line. Companies G and F were thrown forward as skirmishers. 
Finding the enemy so strong that the skirmishers could not dislodge 
him, I ordered the regiment to fix bayonets and charge, which was ex- 
ecuted in a most brilliant style, driving the enemy out in confusion, 
Killing and wounding a large number, and taking over 200 prisoners 
from a Louisiana brigade, having in it the Thirteenth, Sixteenth, and 
Twentieth Louisiana (among others). Being unable, from insufficient 
force, to send a proper guard, a portion of the prisoners escaped while 
on the way to the rear. We, however, delivered over to the provost- 
marshal 170. 

The enemy having been completely driven out, skirmishers were left 
to hold the position, and the regiment was withdrawn in order to escape 
the heavy raking fire which the enemy’s batteries were pouring on us. 
On the last grand advance of the enemy, when their right was in fair 
range of the woods, the regiment again took the position and held it 
under a most terrific fire, until the enemy was finally routed for the 
day, when it was withdrawn, for the same reason as before. By your 
order it was soon after placed in a grove to the left of our last i>osition, 
where we bivouacked for the night. 

In the subsequent engagements the regiment was not actually engaged, 
but at different periods was exposed to a very heavy fire from the enemy’s 
batteries, during which several men were killed and wounded. All be- 
haved nobly. 

It cannot be expected that I should mention names where all did so 
well. Captains Foster and Temideton died gallantly performing their 
duty, as did tlieir dead comrades. The more fortunate living were fit 
compeers for the noble dead. Ma-jor Coinparet was very active wherever 
duty called him. Adjutant Nicar fearlessly faced the fire to which 
the'command was exposed, and, in addition, volunteered to bear mes- 
sages to the battery and other exposed places in the rear (I having no 
mounted man for that purpose). Captain White, Company F, having 
skirmishers in charge, performed his duty well during the day, and at 
night cheerfully volunteered to do the picket duty for the command. It 
may be proper for me to say that during the entire time of jmivation and 
fatigue (being ten days’ continuous duty in a very inclement season) the 
cheerfulness and fortitude of the men was only equaled by their tiourage 
on the field of battle. 

The regiment went into action with 24 commissioned oflicers and 41C 
enlisted men ; aggregate, 440. The list of killed, "wounded, and missing 
is appended.* 

Eospeotfully submitted. 

G. A. WOOD, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, Gomdg. Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers. 

Col. G. D. Wa&ner, 

Commanding Twenty-first Brigade. 


Embodied iu revised statement, p. 212. 
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No. 110. 

Report o/Maj, Eenry Learning^ Fortieth Indiana Infantry^ including sMr^ 
mish at La Yergne^ December 27. 

Headquarters Fortieth Indiana Yoluntbers, 

Near Murfreeshorougl^ Tenn.^ January 9, 1863. 

Sir : On the 26th ultimo the Fortieth Indiana Volunteers, commanded 
by Col. John W. Blake, marched from Nashville, in the direction of 
Murfreesborough, and camped near the village of La Yergne, the pick- 
ets from this regiment covering the right of the brigade, and one-half 
of the regiment having been thrown forward for this purpose, the entire 
picket line of the brigade being made the charge of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Neff, of this regiment. 

The night passed quietly, but early on the morning of the 27th firing 
commenced between our outposts and those of the enemy who occupied 
the village, which was kept up briskly for some time, and terminated 
with a few rounds of artillery firing on either side. The regiment had 
1 man wounded in this skirmish. 

At about midday we again took the road, and without further casu- 
alty marched to Stewart^s Creek and encamped, remaining till the morn- 
ing of the 29th, when we crossed the creek and moved forward amid 
occasional skirmishing till arriving about 2J miles from Murfreesbor- 
ough, where we halted, our right resting on the turnpike at the toll-gate, 
and the left resting on the railroad. 

Y^e remained at this point till the morning of the 31st without casu- 
alty, having picketed the front on the nights of the 29th and 30th. 

On the 31st firing was heard off to our right from both artillery and 
small-arms, indicating an important movement in that direction; but 
the regiment made no change of position, keeping the men ready for 
instant action. 

About 9 a. m. the troops to our right were discovered to be falling 
back, and we were ordered to retire and move to a position from which 
we could advance to their support. The enemy were soon repulsed, 
however, and we were then ordered to take position in rear of Cox’s bat- 
tery, and on a line with that the regiment occupied in the morning, our 
right resting on the railroad, the left extending nearly at right angles 
from it. In this position we were exposed to the fire from the enemy’s 
guns, and lost some men, w’^ounded. 

We remained here but a short time, when we were ordered to retire 
the regiment slowly, which order was about being executed when Gen- 
eral Palmer, mistaking the Fortieth for the Ninth Indiana, ordered it to 
remain. Some time was consumed in explaining the mistake, which kept 
the regiment to the rear of the line of the retiring brigade. The move- 
ment on the part of the Fortieth Indianal was being executed with much 
confusion and greatly to the dissatisfaction of the company officers, as 
well as to Lieutenant-Colonel Neff and myself, the confusion arising from 
the intoxication of Colonel Blake, who was discovered to be utterly 
unfit to command. These facts were reported to Colonel Wagner, who 
promptly put Colonel Blake in arrest, and ordered Lieutenant-Colonel 
Neff to assume command. 

Shortly thereafter an order came from Colonel Wagner directing that 
the regiment advance at once and engage the enemy; but this order 
was found to be impracticable, as there were at that moment two lines 
immediately in front of tjs. Lieutenant-Colonel Neff, how-ever, directed 
the adjutant to say to the officer commanding the front line that the 
32 R R— TOD XX, PT i 
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Fortietli was ready to relieve him ; but it was ascertained that the ene- 
my’s guns engaging this line were silenced, and that our assistance was 
not required. In a few minutes another order came from Oolonel Wag- 
ner, directing the regiment to the support of General Haseall’s brigade, 
which was now engaging the enemy and occupying the ground which 
we had been resting on in the morning. 

The regiment was reported to General Hascall, and was by him or- 
dered to take a position, with the right resting at the old house near 
the toll-gate, and the left extending across the railroad, which struck 
the line about the colors, and lie down. This ground being elevated 
several feet above that occupied by the front line, placed the regiment 
in a position much exposed to the fire of the enemy, which was at this 
time very heavy, both artillery and musketry. Many of our men were 
wounded here, 1 mortally, and 3 were killed outright. 

It was while lying here that I was advised that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Neff was severely wounded in the arm, and had quit the field in conse- 
quence thereof. After having laid about three-fourths of an hour on 
this spot, we were ordered to relieve the Fifty-eighth Indiana, w'hich 
occupied the advance line in our front. I called up the regiment and 
advanced at once, notifying the officer commanding the Fifty -eighth of 
my purpose. The Fifty-eighth was withdrawn and the Fortieth took 
their place. 

For some minutes after getting into position we were only annoyed 
by artillery fire, but soon we observed a brigade of the enemy moving 
toward us in order, with the evident intention of attacking us. On 
nearing the ruins of the burned brick building in our front, one regiment 
was detached from the brigade and bore down upon us. I allowed them 
to gain a point within easy range of musketry fire, and directed the 
regiment to open upon them, which they did with great briskness, and 
with such effect as to repulse the enemy handsomely. 

When I found the enemy had been effectually driven back, I ordered 
my command to cease firing, and immediately set about replenishing 
the cartridge-boxes with ammunition, and quietly awaited any further 
advance on the part of the enemy, which, however, was not made. 
Nightfall found the regiment occupying the same ground upon which 
we had bivouacked since arriving, on the 29th. 

The regiment remained in position, with a picket thrown forward, till 
4 a. m. of the 1st instant, when we were ordered to retire, which wo did 
quietly, and took a position a few rods to the left of the railroad, and 
about half a mile to the rear of the one abandoned. Nothing of any 
moment occurred to the regiment on the 1st. Wo kept the front well 
covered with skirmishers, and kept in readiness for any attack. 

On the 2d, early in the day, we were subjected to a vigorous artillery 
fire from the enemy, which, however, had no serious result. On the 
evening of the 2d, at nearly sundown, the enemy attacked the troops 
on the left of our position, and the regiment threw forward an additional 
skirmishing company to support our line, which, being in the open field, 
was much exposed, and had been subjected throughout the day to a 
vicious fire from the outposts of the enemy, who were concealed by the 
timber in front, which resulted in wounding Captain Wallace and two 
of his men. The enemy were repulsed on the left, and the regiment was 
directed to move to that part of the field. 

Crossing the river we moved forward to the advance line, and taking 
position remained till the evening of the 3d, when we were relieved 
and retired to the skirt of woods on the bank of the river, where we 
bivouacked till 4 a. m. of the 4tih, when we were withdrawn to the rear, 
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recrossing the river and taking position on the turnpike 1 mile in ad- 
vance of the general hospital. Shortly after arriving here we learned 
that the enemy had evacuated. 

Our loss daring the engagement was 4 killed and 68 wounded. 
Among the latter were Lieutenant-Oolonel Neff, Captains Wallace and 
Harvey, First Lieutenant Griswold, and Second Lieutenants Coleman 
and Hazelrigg. 

In conclusion, I must state that the conduct of the regiment under the 
most trying circumstances was worthy of all praise. The coolness and 
quiet determination of ofiScers and men were admirahle, and not less so 
the cheerfulness of spirit with which the hardships and exposure to cold 
and rain were borne. The regiment did its duty faithfully. I know no 
higher praise that can be given it. 


HEHEY LEAMIHG, 
Major, Oommanding Regiment. 

Capt. H. C. Tinnet, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Twenty- first Brigade. 


m. m. 

Report of Ool. John Q. Lane, Ninety-s&oenth Ohio Infantry. 

Januaey — , 1363. 

SiE : I have the honor to report to you the part taken by the Hinety- 
seventh Eegiment Ohio Tolunteer Infantry in the late engagement in 
front of Murfreesborough, commencing December 31, 1862, and ending 
January 3, 1863. 

On the night of December 30, we were, by your order, placed in the 
front, our advance pickets being deployed on the left bank of Stone’s 
Eiver. 

On the morning of the 31st, at the commencement of the engagement, 
our position was on the north side of the Nashville and Chattanooga 
Eailroad, one-fourth of a mile from the river. 

At 9 a. m. the enemy commenced feeling for our position with shot 
and shell, and by your order I moved my re^ment by the left flank to 
a position in an open fleld, one-fourth of a mile from the railroad, and 
deployed one company to the river as skirmishers. We remained in 
this position under a ^e from the enemy’s artillery and infantry until 
11 a. m. 

Our casualties up to this time were : Wounded, Jacob G. Brill, private 
Company A; Matthias Tapier and Samuel Browning, privates Company 
I, the latter having since died from the .effects of his wound. 

By your order I now moved to the south side of the railroad to re- 
enforce General Hascall. We found the enemy vigorously assaulting 
his lines with artillery and infantry. Our place here was assigned us 
by General Eosecrans in person, who ordered us to take the position 
and hold it. We advanced to the place designated, which was on the 
south side of the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike, returning the 
Are of the enemy until near sundown, when he withdrew to the cover 
of the woods, leaving us in possession of the ground. 

At nightfhll I threw out one company as pickets 100 paces to the 
front, instructing the officer in command to avail himself of the oppor- 
tunity to carefully note any movement of the enemy. Near midnight 
he informed me that he could distinctly hear the tramp of horses and 
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rumbling of artillery moving from our right to our left. Upon investi- 
gation I was satisfied that the enemy was massing his forces ou our left, 
and forthwith informed you of the fact. 

At 2 o’clock on the morning of January 1, 1 informed General Eose- 
crans of this movement of the enemy, when he immediately arranged 
to relieve us from this position, which we had held since noon of the 
preceding day. 

Our casualties during our absence from your brigade, were : Wounded, 
Isaac McDonald, private Company B; Israel Garrett and J. 0. Huff- 
man, privates Company 0; Austin Harvey and Evan Eoulke, privates 
Company D; Lewellyn Ecbelberry, sergeant Company E; George 
Eobinson, private Company G, and John Moore, private Company H. 
Bjlled : A. M. Hasom, color sergeant ; August Eeinsch, private Com- 
pany B, and John Eodecker, private Company G. 

At 3 o’clock on the morning of the 1st, I reported my regiment to 
you, and was assigned a place in the front line, about a half mile to the 
rear of the position occupied by me at the beginning of the engage- 
ment. We remained here during the day, with no other annoyance 
than an occasional shot or shell from the enemy’s guns. At night we 
bivouacked on the spot. 

On the morning of the 2d, our skirmishers wore advanced a half mile 
to the front, where they remained undisturbed until 2.45 p. m., when 
the enemy attacked our forces across the river and our skirmishers were 
driven back. We were here subjected to a cross-fli'e from the enemy’s 
guns for more than an hour, wounding Charles H. Claspbell, corporal 
Company K ; Burley Dickson, sergeant, and Benjamin Kinsey, private 
Company D. 

At 5 p. m. we crossed Stone’s Eiver and remained on its right bank 
until the morning of the 4th without further event. 

Our loss during the whole-engagement was 3 killed, 15 wounded, and 
6 missing. 

The officers and men in my command everywhere acquitted them- 
selves nobly, and we never lost a position after once taking it. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant, 

JOHN Q. LANE, 

Colonel ninety-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Col. G. D. Wagner, 

Commanding Twenty-first Brigade. 


No. 112. 


Report of Col. Charles G. Rarher, Sixty-fifth Ohio Infantry, commanding 

Third Brigade. 

Hdqes. Third Brigade, First Division, Levt Wing, 

Fourteenth a. C., Dept, op the Cumberland, 

Murfreesborough, Tenn., January — , 1803. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the troops under my command from the 29th ultimo to the 4th 
instant, inclusive ; 

The Third Brigade, First Division, left wing. Fourteenth Army Corps, 
Department of the Cumberland, formerly the Twentieth Brigade, Sixth 
Division, consisting of the Fifty-first Eegiment Indiana Volunteers, Col. 
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A. D. Streiglit commanding; tlie Thirteenth Eegiment Michigan Yol- 
unteers, Col. M. Shoemaker commanding ; Seventy -third Eegiment In- 
diana Yolunteers, Col. G. Hathaway commanding; Sixty- fourth Eegi- 
ment Ohio Yolunteers, Lieut. OoL A. Mcllvain commanding; Sixty- 
fifth Eegiment Ohio Yolunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Cassil commanding, 
and the Sixth Ohio Independent Battery, commanded by Capt. Cullen 
Bradley, left Stewart’s Creek about 10 a. m.on Monday, the -9th ultimo, 
marching most of the time in line of battle, with the right of the line a 
little in the rear of the left of the Second Brigade, Colonel Wagner com- 
manding. 

Our skirmishers soon came upon the enemy’s cavalry, engaging them 
briskly and driving them slowly before them. We proceeded in this 
manner, cautiously feeling our way until our left arrived at the left 
bank of Stone’s Eiver, which was reached about 4 p. m. 

Up to this time we had suffered no casualties from the enemy’s skir- 
mishers. We took up a position near Stone’s Eiver, about 400 "yards to 
the left of the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, the Second Brigade, 
Colonel Wagner commanding, being on the right, and the First Bri- 
gade, General Hascall commanding, being on the left, and somewhat to 
the rear, owing to the conformation of the ground. 

We remained in this position until about dark, when we received 
orders to proceed to Murfreesborough. Stone’s Eiver being fordable 
in our front, we at once commenced crossing the stream. Throwing a 
strong line of skirmishers over the stream, orders were given to the 
Fifty-first Indiana, Thirteenth Michigan, and Seventy-third^ Indiana 
Yolunteers to cross simultaneously, form on the opposite bank, press 
forward, and seize the commanding heights beyond, while the Sixty- 
fourth and Sixty-fifth Ohio, with Bradley’s battery, were directed to 
follow as rapidly as possible. 

The skirmishers* had barely left the bank of the river before they 
were vigorously attacked by those of the enemy, concealed in a thicket 
and behind a fence in our front. Our skirmishers, in no way daunted 
by this fierce assault of the enemy, pressed gallantly forward, driving 
the foe until they came upon the enemy in force. ' The skirmishers were 
soon supported by the front line of the brigade. The enemy seemed to 
have been entirely disconcerted by this bold movement of our troops, 
and fell back in confusion. In this movement our loss was 2 men killed 
and 3 wounded. This slight loss must be attributed to the able manner 
in which the officers of the brigade conducted their commands. A pris- 
oner taken reported an entire division of the enemy on my front ; move- 
ments along my entire front and flanks indicated that a strong force 
was near me. I reported this to the general commanding the division, 
at the same time stating that I could hold the position until re-enforced. 

I soon received orders to recross the stream, which I did, occupying 
nearly the same ground as before crossing. This movement was so 
quickly executed as not to excite the suspicion of ’the enemy. 

Too much praise cannot be accorded to the brave officers and men of 
this brigade for their bravery and skill in driving a concealed enemy 
from a strong position after nightfall, and holding their ground in the 
face of an enemy three times their numbers. Though little was accom- 
plished by this feat, it nevertheless made manifest the indomitable cour- 
age of the men under the most trying circumstances, and augured well 
for the more severe work which awaited them. 

On December 30, the Sixty -fourth Ohio, being on picket and outpost 
duty, was somewhat annoyed by the enemy in the slight skirmishing in 
the front, losing 1 man killed. 
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About 8 a. m. the enemy’s battery, stationed on an eminence near 
the right bank of Stone’s^ Eiver, opened a severe fire of shot and shell 
upon my camp. Bradley’s battery was ordered into position to engage 
that of the enemy. After a severe engagement of fifteen minutes, Cap- 
tain Bradley succeeded in silencing the enemy’s battery. My command 
sustained no loss in this engagement. Aside from this, it was generally 
quiet on my front during the day. 

About 8 a. m., December 31, 1 received orders from General Wood, 
commanding division, to cross the river with my command. The move- 
ment was commenced, in obedience to General Wood’s order, but was 
suspended for a few moments by an order emanating from Major-Gen- 
eral Crittenden, commanding the left wing. While awaiting further 
orders, Major-General Eosecrans passed my command, and gave me 
direct instructions to proceed immediately to the support of the right 
wing of our army, which was yielding to the overwhelming force of the 
enemy at that point. 

We had hardly commenced moving toward the right, when a Confed- 
erate battery, located on the south bank of the river, opened upon us, 
killing 1 man and wounding 2. Not stopping to reply to this battery, 
we pressed steadily forward. On approaching the right, much confusion 
was visible; troops marching in every direction; stragglers to be seen 
in great numbers, and teamsters in great consternation endeavoring to 
drive their teams they knew not whither. My progress was impeded 
by the confhsion, while the enemy was pouring shot and shell upon us 
from at least three different directions, wounding several men in my 
command. The brigade was, however, extricated from this perilous 
position as soon as possible, and pressed on to a position on the extreme 
right of our line, Colonel Pyfife’s brigade, of General Van Cleve’s divis- 
ion, being immediately upon our left. 

After reaching this last position, ray brigade marched in two lines, 
the Fifty-first Indiana on the right, the Sixty -fifth Ohio on the left, the 
battery a little retired and opposite the interval between the Sixty-lifth 
and Fifty-first, the Sixty-fourth Ohio on the right of the second line, the 
Seventy-third Indiana on the left, with the Thirteenth Michigan in rear 
of the caissons. We marched in this order about half a mile, when our 
skirmishers came up with those of the enemy, and the fire became brisk 
in front. About this time a battery from the enemy, situated in a corn- 
field, and nearly opposite my right flank, opened upon my command with 
, canister. In order to get a commanding position for artillery, and at 
the same time guard well my right flank, which I was fearful the enemy 
would attempt to turn, I moved the command a little to the right. 

While this movement was being executed, a staif officer from the com- 
mand upon my left reported a strong force of the enemy in his front. 1 
replied that my right was in danger, and that a strong force and battery 
was in front. No sooner had I taken a iwsition on the crest of the hill 
than a most vigorous engagement commenced. The position selected 
for my brigade proved a most fortunate one. The enemy was com- 
pletely baffled in his design to turn my right ; not only were the bat- 
teries in my front silenced and the enemy there repulsed, but a most 
destructive fire from Bradley’s battery played upon the heavy columns 
of the enemy then pressing the troops upon my left. This engagement 
had continued about twenty minutes, when it was reported to me that 
the troops on my left had given way, and that the enemy was already 
in rear of my left flank, and about 200 yards from it, pouring a destruc- 
tive cross-fire upon my troops. 

At this time my command was in a most precarious situation, with a 
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strong foe in front, wliich, tliougli repulsed, could not be followed up for 
want of support ; my right threatened, and my left already turned. It 
therefore became necessary to change the disposition of my command 
and fall back. The commander of the Sixty-fifth Ohio anticipated my 
order, when he found his left turned, and fell back in good order. I 
directed this regiment to make a stand behind a rail fence running ob- 
liquely to the first line of battle. 

During this movement this regiment was subjected to a most galling 
fire from the enemy, but they stood up under it nobly and fought des- 
perately. While this movement was being executed, the Seventy-third 
Indiana was left in position on the second line, and the battery retired 
to a position about 400 yards to the rear, when it again opened, • The 
Sixty-fourth Ohio was now ordered to change its front to the left and 
charge the enemy. The direction was indicated to the commanding offi- 
cer, but, unfortunately, he moved too far to the right. Though this regi- 
ment handsomely repulsed the enemy in its jfront, it did the work of the 
other regiments already in position, leaving the left of the Seventy- 
third Indiana exposed, and permitting the enemy to advance much far- 
ther than could have been done had my design been carried out. 

I do not, however, desire to censure the commanding officer of this 
regiment, who acted most gallantly through the engagement, but at- 
tribute it to a misunderstanding of the order. Bradley’s battery, hav- 
ing taken its second position, opened again, with great effect, upon the 
advancing enemy, but, being in an exposed position, it was again ordered 
to withdraw, being badly crippled by loss of horses; two pieces were 
abandoned, one of which was spiked. 

The command was now ordered to fall back and form on a rocky emi- 
nence covered with cedars, being a very strong position. The Thirteenth 
Michigan, from their position, opened upon the enemy with telling effect, 
and, having caused his ranks to waver, followed up the advantage with 
a charge, supported by the Fifty-first Illinois Yolunteers, who had now 
come to our relief. They completely routed the enemy. The Thirteenth 
Michigan retook two pieces of artiUery, abandoned by our battery, and 
captured 58 prisoners. For this act of gallantry Colonel Shoemaker 
and his gallant regiment are deserving of much praise. 

The enemy thus driven from our right did not again attempt to annoy 
us in that quarter. How far the brave troops of this brigade contributed 
toward repulsing the strong columns of the enemy designed to turn the 
right flank of our army, and thus preventing most disastrous conse- 
quences to our army, must be inferred by the position occupied by this 
command and the part it took in the engagement. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon Colonel Shoemaker, com- 
manding the Thirteenth Michigan Yolunteers ; Colonel Hathaway, com- 
manding the Seventy-third Indiana Yolunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Mc- 
Ilvain, commanding the Sixty-fourth Ohio Yolunteers; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cassil, who commanded the Sixty-fifth Ohio Yolunteers until 
injured by the falling of his horse, and Major Whitbeck, though wounded 
in action, remained in command of the Sixty-fifth Ohio Yolunteers after 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cassil was injured, and Captain Bradley, command- 
ing Sixth Ohio Battery, for their bravery and good conduct during this 
engagement. 

My thanks are also due to Col. A. D. Streight, commanding Fifty- 
first Indiana Yolunteers, for valuable information of the movements of 
the enemy during this engagement. From the less exposed position of 
his regiment it suffered less than any other regiment of my command. 
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On the evening of the 31st, I received orders from the maior-gencral 
commanding to rejoin the First Division, which was done about 11 p. m. 

On January 1, this division was moved a little to the right and rear. 
My brigade occupied a central position in the division, on the front line 
of battle, and a short distance to the left of the Murfrcesborough pike. 
We were hardly in position before the enemy drove in our skirmisliers. 
Bradley’s battery, in conjunction with several others in our front, 
opened a most destructive fire of case-shot and shell, dri^•ing the enemj' 
from our front and sustaining no loss. 

On January 2, Bradley’s battery being in position on a small eminence 
on our front, supported on the right by the Sixty-fourth and Sixty -fifth 
Ohio, behind a small clump of trees, and on the left by the Fifty-first 
Indiana Volunteers, lying in a skirt of timber, while the Thirteenth Mich- 
igan and Seventy-third Indiana were in reserve, three hatterie.s of the 
enemy opened upon us. They were promptly responded to by Captain 
Bradley and other batteries on my right, when the most fearful artillery 
engagement ensued which I had yet had the experience to witness. The 
enemy, having our range quite perfectly, poured upon us a most de- 
structive fire, causing the battery on our light to be abandoned.; but 
Captain Bradley continued his well-directed firing until the enemy’s 
batteries were silenced. 

While this engagement was going on, Captain Stokes’ battery, ])osted 
in our rear, opened upon us, mistaking us for the enemy. It is duo to 
Captain Stokes, however, to say that I believe this firing was commenced 
without his orders, and was stopped by him as soon a.s it was possible 
for him to do so, but not until we had sustained some injury. 

During the engagement we had 1 man killed and 11 wounded. 

On the evening of the same day, when the enemy attacked the left 
flank of our army with great vigor, Bradley’s battery was again placed 
in position, and did good service in silencing those of tlu^ enemy. 

About dark on the evening of the 2d instant wo were ordered to cross 
Stone’s Fiver. My brigade was placed in the front line, my right rest- 
ing on the left of General Davis’ division. Wo wore hardly in jiositiou 
before the enemy opened upon us, killing 1 man of the Sixty -fourth Ohio. 

During the night we constructed a musket breastwork of rails, and 
remained on the front until about 9 a. m., January 3, when w() were 
relieved and ordered to the rear in reserve, where we I’omaincd until 
about 3 p. m., when wo were again ordered to the front to relieve Colo- 
nel Wagner’s brigade, and occupied a i)osition on the left of the First 
Division. 

We remained in this position until about 1 a. m,, January 4, when we 
received orders to recross Stone’s Eiver. We crossed the stream and 
took a position in rear of the main body of our force, and about 500 
yards to the left of the railroad, where we remained until our troops 
had occupied Murfrcesborough. 

The loss iu killed, wounded, and missing dxiring these six days’ en- 
gagements was as follows : 

The Fifty-first Indiana — ofificers wounded, 2 ; enlisted men killed, 7 ; 
wounded, 32 ; missing, 9. Total, 60. 

The Sixty-iburth Ohio — officers killed, 1 ; wounded, 3 ; enlisted men 
killed, 23 ; wounded, 61 ; missing, 17. Total, 105. 

The Thirteenth Michigan — officers wounded, 2 ; enlisted men killed, 
17 ; wounded, 70. Total, 89. 

The Seventy-third Indiana Volunteers — officers killed, 2; wounded, 
3; enlisted men killed, 22; wounded, 48; missing, 30. Total, 111. 
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The Sixty-fifth Ohio Yolunteers— officers killed, 2 5 wounded, 8 ; en- 
listed men killed, 33 5 wounded, 92 5 missing, 38. Total, 173. 

The Sixth Ohio Battery — officers wounded, 1 5 enlisted men killed, 2^ 
wounded, 7 ; missing, 1. Total, 11. 

Total loss in killed, wounded, and missing, 539, 

The following is a correct list of the killed and wounded officers of 
my command: 

Of the Fifty-first Indiana, Capt. Francis M. Constant, Company G-, 
and Second Lieut. Alfred Gude, wounded. 

Of the Sixty -fourth Ohio, Capt. Joseph B. Sweet, killed; First Lieu ts. 
Warner Young, Joseph B. Ferguson, and Chauncey Woodruff (regi- 
mental adjutant), wounded. 

Of the Thirteenth Michigan, Capt. Clement C. Webb, Company E ; 
Second Lieut. John E. Mclvor, Company B, wounded. 

Of the Seventy-third Indiana, Gapts.* Miles H. Tibbits, Company F, 
and Peter Doyle, Company H, killed; Maj. William Krimbill, wounded ; 
Second Lieuts. Emanuel Williamson, Company I, and John Butterfield, 
Company K, wounded. 

Of the Sixty-fifth Ohio, Capt. J. Christophel and Second Lieut, Dol- 
sen Van Kirk, killed; Lieut. Col. A. Cassil, Maj. H. K. Whitbeek, Capt. 
E. M. Voorhees, Company F, First Lieut. A. A. Gardner, Second Lieut. 
and Eegimental Adjt. William H. Massey, Second Lieuts. Peter Markel, 
Joel P. Brown, Frank Pealer, and Acting Lieut. E. S. Eook, wounded. 

Of the Sixth Ohio Battery, First Lieut. O. H- P. Ayres, wounded. 

From the 29th to the 2d, inclusive, my brigade occupied some portion 
of the front, and during each day some portion of the forces under my 
command were engaged with the enemy, and sustained greater or less 
losses. For the cheerful manner in which they stood up under these 
fatigues and exposures they are entitled to commendation. 

I cannot close this report without paying a tribute of respect to the 
memory of the soldierly Sweet, the conscientious Christophel, and the 
intelligent and noble-hearted Van Kirk, who fell while manfully encour- 
aging their men in the trying hour of battle. The country will do jus- 
tice to the memory of the brave soldiers who so gloriously fell on the 
morning of December 31. 

Great praise is due to Dr. J. M. Todd, Sixty-fifth Ohio, acting brigade 
surgeon, for the care and professional skill extended to our wounded 
after the battle. 

Where all behaved so gallantly it would be unjust to particularize, 
but I cannot refrain from mentioning in terms of special praise the 
name of Capt. Cullen Bradley, of the Sixth Ohio Battery, attached to 
my brigade. This gallant officer, ever at his post, was always ready to 
engage the enemy whenever he opened upon our troops, and managed 
his battery with so much judgment and skill as to silence those of the 
enemy in every instance. Such valuable services and such meritoiious 
conduct, I believe, will not be overlooked. I therefore take great pleas- 
ure in recommending Captain Bradley for some position commensurate 
with his merit and ability in the artillery branch of the regular service. 

Of both oj60icers and men under my command I can speak in tones of 
unqualified praise for their bravery and good conduct throughout the 
engagement in front of Murfreesborough. I must also mention a cir- 
cumstance worthy of notice which occurred on Friday, the 2d instant. 
The enemy^s sharpshooters, taking advantage of the woods in our front 
and to the right and left, had crept up sufficiently near our camp with 
the evident intention of picking off* our general and field officers. They 
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My skirmisliers were ordered forward at a double-quick, and charged 
upon the enemy, who instantaneously fled from their hiding places. At 
this moment it became evident, from the brisk firing of the enemy, that 
large numbers of them were concealed in the standing corn on the hill 
side ; and fearing that my skirmishers would be overwhelmed, I ordered 
the whole regiment forward at a double-quick, but before the regiment 
had entirely crossed the river. Captain Bussell informed me that the 
enemy was advancing in line of battle just beyond the crest of a ridge, 
about 400 yards to our front. 

I at once determined to seize the crest before the enemy could get 
there, if possible ; consequently the whole line was ordered forward on 
the run, and although the whole ridge seemed to issue forth a continu- 
ous fiame of fire, not a man faltered, but each seemed to strive to reach 
the desired point in advance of his comrades. The boldness of the move- 
ment, and the alacrity with which it was executed, together with the 
brisk and well-directed fire of my men, struck terror to the enemy, who 
fell back in great confusion at our approach. I was at this moment 
ordered to advance no farther, but hold my position. I then ordered 
my men to lie down, so as to conceal them as much as possible, and in 
a few moments the enemy were plainly seen advancing upon our posi- 
tion. They were allowed to advance to within 30 paces, when fire was 
opened upon them with such effect that they hardly waited to reply, 
but broke and fled again. Ee-enforcements soon arrived on my right 
and left. 

We remained in our position without further molestation until about 
10 o’clock at night, when I was notified that orders had been given to 
retire to the opposite bank of the river. After waiting until the bal- 
ance of the troops had recrossed, my regiment was marched by the rear 
rank to the river, when it recrossed also. In the mean time my skir- 
mishers were gradually withdrawn. The regiment was m^ched about 
500 yards from the ford, where it bivouacked for the nightl 

Slight skirmishing was aU that occurred of interest until the morning 
of the 31st, when it became evident from the terrific roar of artillery 
and musketry that the enemy was turning the extreme right of our 
army. We were at once ordered to the right and rear at double-quick. 
We had moved but a short distance, when we came within range of the 
enemy’s artillery; and, although several were wounded when we had 
no chance of striking a blow at the enemy, yet my men moved a distance 
of over a mile as regularly as they could have moved had we been on 
drill ; and even when we came in contact with excited teams and team- 
sters, every command was promptly obeyed without confusion. After 
marching about miles we reached the extreme right of the army. 

We had hardly reached our position, when we were ordered forward 
in line of battle across open cotton and com fields. Companies A, B, 
and P were deployed as skirmishers to cover my extreme right and front. 
We had proceeded in this order but about one-half mile, when my skir- 
mishers, approaching the crest of a ridge in front, running at an angle 
of about fifteen degrees to the right, were fired upon by a large force ot 
the enemy concealed in the standing corn to my front and right* I at 
once ordered the whole line forward at a douhle-qnick. My skirmishers 
came in sight of the enemy in a moment, when oar well-directed ^ soon 
put them to flight. I was here again, by rapid movements, particuMy 
fortunate in getting the advantage of the enemy in my position. We 
had a fair chance at them while they were retreating some 400 yards, 
and large numbers of them were killed and wounded. Although the 
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troops to my left were attacked desperately, the enemy did not attempt 
to bring infantry against me after his repulse. 

Shortly after I had obtained full possession of the ridge, I was in- 
formed by Lieutenant-Colonel Colescott, then in command of the skir- 
mishers, that large masses of troops were seen moving toward a piece 
of woods to my left and front. I at once notified Colonel Harker, and 
requested that the Sixth Ohio Battery, Caiitain Bradley, be sent to the 
ridge occupied by my regiment. The battery was promptly on the 
ground, but not too soon, for by the time it was in position the enemy 
had engaged the troops to my left. Captain Bradley opened a most 
terrific fire, thus enfilading their ranks (they were in column lour regi- 
ments deep) at 'a distance not to exceed 500 yards. Their dead were 
literally piled in heaps by tbe terrific fire from the battery. Nothing 
else could have saved our troops to my left from total destruction. 

The battle had been raging for about three-quarters of an hour when I 
was notified that the division on our left was falling back ; consequently 
my position would have to be abandoned. At this moment Colonel 
Harker ordered me to fall back, which was done in good order, bringing 
off all my wounded. 

Having received no orders as to what point I should fiill back to, I 
formed in line of battle on the first advantageous ground, expecting to 
give the enemy battle, birt was again ordered to fall back to the posi- 
tion first occupied on the extreme right, and at once deployed Compa- 
nies H and 0 as skirmishers. The enemy again ajtproached our lines 
on the left, which formed an angle of about lifteen degrees to the front 
of our position. My skirmishers and the troops to my left were but 
handsomely engaged, when the enemy broke and fled from the field in 
great confusion. It was now nearly night, and the contest was ended 
for the day. Other troops were brought up, and we were again ordered 
to the position occupied on the previous day and bivouacked for the 
night. 

Early the next morning we wore ordered into i)ositiou about one-half 
mile to our right and rear, where we remained through the day. Com- 
panies A and G-, and one company from the Seventy-third Indiana, wore 
sent forward as skirmishers to drive the enemy from a piece of woods 
about one-half mile to our front, which was occupied in short order. 
This was all the engagement my men were in on that day. 

Janfiary 2, 1 took Company H, together with several volunteers from 
my regiment, and drove the enemy from the woods fomnisrly occupied 
by the Twenty- first Brigade. The contest was soveu-e in the extreme for 
a short time, but the boys soon got the advantage, and the woods were 
ours. Ten of the enemy were left dead on the ground. This was the 
last engagement in which my men particii)ated. 

Our entire loss is 7 killed, 34 wounded, and 0 missing. Members of 
my regiment took 19 rebel prisoners — 1 a major and 1 a captain. Prom 
careful observation on the various grounds fought over by my men, I 
am convinced that we have killed not less than GO of the enemy, and by 
adding five times that number, the usual proportion of the wounde<l to 
the killed, we have a grand total of 300. These figures, though seem- 
ingly large for the amount of loss sustained by us, 1 feel confident could 
be fully verified by the facts. 

Most of the ground fought over by my regiment has not been covered 
by other troops, and in nearly every citse we have been placed where it 
was easy to decide which were our killed. The success attending us in 
most cases, and our small loss, I think, is attributable in a great meas- 
ure to the advantage taken of the ground. 



Chap. XXXTI.] 


THE stone’s river CAMPAIGN. 


509 


Peeling grateful beyond expression for the brave soldierly bearing 
and prompt manner in which both officers and men performed every 
duty assigned them, I feel a great delicacy in mentioning names, being 
fully convinced that it is more owing to the difference in circumstances 
than to the difference in men. Nevertheless, Captains Eussell, Com- 
pany A; Chambers, Company H, and Flinn, Company P, and the offi- 
cers and men under them, are justly entitled to honors for distinguished 
services at different times during their various engagements with the 
enemy, though I do not wish to detract one star from the imperishable 
glory won by other worthy members of my regiment. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. D. STEEIGHT, 
Colonel Mfty-iirst Indiana Volunteers. 

Col. C. G. Harkee, 

Sisoty-fifth Ohio Volunteers, Commanding Twentieth Brigade, 


No. U4. 

Report of Col. Gilbert Hathaway, Seventy-third Indiana Infantry. 

Camp near Muepeeesboeoxtgh, Tenn., 

January 4, 1863. 

SiE : In compliance with your re<iuest, I have the honor to report that 
the Seventy-third Eegiment Indiana Volunteers, under my command, 
left Nashvdle on the morning of the 26th, tahing the Mur&eesborough 
road, encamping that night near La Vergne. 

The next day we marched in line of battle through the fields and 
cedar thickets amidst a drenching rain, encamping at night on the 
camping-ground of the enemy, which bore abundant evidence of having 
been hastily evacuated. In the course of the day we passed several 
of his camp grounds, strewed with many signs of very recent occupa- 
tion. Some sharp skirmishing was had to-day by one of my flanking 
companies. 

The next day being Sunday, we remained quiet in camp. The enemy 
had been here in considerable force, and, in this connection, I may be 
permitted to mention that a company from my command, and one from 
tiiat of Colonel Streight’s, crossed the river to a camp still in possession 
of the enemy’s pickets, where we found more than 100 cavalry^ sabers, 
several rifles, and other arms, which were taken possession of without 
much resistance, and brought to our camp. 

On Monday morning the line of march was resumed. Passing through 
the same kind of country as on yesterday (very rough and broken), we 
came to Stone’s Eiver,not far from where the railroad crosses the stream, 
and about 2 miles from Murfreesborough, the enemy being strongly 
posted on a rise of ground on the opposite bank. 

Afi-Ar nightMl my command waded the river amidst a shower of balls 
with which our reception was greeted. My command was quicky formed 
and marched in line of battle up the hill, during which time my skir- 
mishers kept up a vigorous fire with those of the enemy, who retired at 
our approach. Halting under the brow of the hill, we waited the attack, 
which we had reason to expect, and doubtless would have experienced, 
had it not been that the vei^ boldness of our advance intimidated him. 
We were near enough to distinctly hear his officers urge their men for- 
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ward, appealing in the name of their “ country and their rights” to make 
the attack ; but they came not. We then recrossed the stream and biv- 
ouacked for the night near its bank. 

The next day skirmishing was indulged in with successful issues. 
Heavy firing was kept up on our right and left most of the day. 

On the morning of the 31st ultimo, the enemy apparently making a 
more vigorous attack on the right wing of the army than at any time 
before, we were sent in that direction, and were soon engaged with him. 
The Sixty-fifth Ohio had taken position in a piece of woodland. In 
obedience to orders, I took my command to their support. They soon 
became engaged with a heavy column, which was pressing against it 
with great force. Well did they sustain themselves, till, by great supe- 
riority of number, they were compelled to give way. Passing over my 
command, which at the time was lying down, we, in turn, were instantly 
engaged. Twelve rounds were fired with great spirit and effect, when 
it was seen that the enemy was retreating in disorder, taking an oblique 
direction to the left. I ordered an advance, and well, indeed, was it 
obeyed— pressing forward on the double-quick; the ground recently oc- 
cupied by the Sixty-fifth Ohio was attained, the enemy still fleeing before 
us. There being no support for us on our left, and the battery on our 
right (which in the beginning of the engagement had rendered good 
service) having been withdrawn, the enemy bringing up his reserve, 
crossed an open field on our left, and subjected us to an eufllading fire 
for several moments of a most destructive character. 

Being thus left entirely alone, and finding it impossible to withstand 
such fearful odds, I withdrew in a somewhat disordered state, but soon 
rallied and again took position in front. My horse having been shot 
in the early part of the engagement, I was compelled to remain on foot 
the remainder of the day, when, by your kindness, I was furnished with 
another. That night we bivouacked on the same ground as the night 
before. 

From that time to the evening of the 3d we were in the front, being 
more or less exposed to the shells of the enemy, sustaining some loss 
thereby. 

We took no active part in any of the actions that ensued, with the 
exception of having 20 men engaged, with others of the brigade, in 
gallantly driving about 300 sharpshooters from a piece of woodland, 
where they had annoyed us for a day or two. 

It affords me great pleasure to say to you that all of my command 
behaved most nobly through all the trying scenes they were called to 
pass ; and where all behaved so well, it would be invidious to make 
especial mention of any. 

In conclusion, I would remark that my command numbered, on the 
morning of the 3l8t ultimo, 309 enlisted men, 19 line officers, and 3 field 
and staff. The casualties of that day were as follows : Enlisted men 
killed, 22 ; wounded, 49. Capts. Miles H. Tibbits, Company P, and 
Peter Doyle, Company H, killed ; Second Lieuts. Emanuel ‘William- 
son, Company I, and John Butterfield, Company K, wounded; also 
Maj. William Krimbill, slightly wounded in the knee, and 36 missing. 
My judgment is that fully one-half those missing are killed or wounded, 
and part of the others taken prisoners. 

Kespectfully submitted. ' , 


G. HATHAWAY, 
Colonel Seventy-third Indiana. 

Col. C. G. Haekee, 

Commanding Third Brigade, First Division. 
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No. 115 

Bej^ort of Col. Michael Shoemalcerj Thirteenth Michigan Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Thirteenth Eegimbnt Michigan Vols., 

In Camjpj near Murfreeshorough, Tenn.^ January 8 , 1863. 

Sir : My report of the 5th, having been made in greaf haste, was 
necessarily very brief. I would, therefore, for the better understanding 
of the movements of this regiment during the several days of battle, 
commencing on the 29th ultimo and ending on the 3d instant, submit 
the following: 

On the evening of the 29th, when ordered to cross the river, we were 
on the left, the Fifty-first Indiana in the center, and the Seventy-third 
Indiana on the right. My regiment commenced crossing as soon as our 
skirmishers were fairly on the other side. The skirmishers were Com- 
pany A, commanded by Lieutenant Van Arsdale, and Company F, com- 
manded by Lieut. James B. Slayton. They drove the enemy rapidly, 
the regiment following quite closely upon them. 

When in line in the corn-field, and receiving the third volley from the 
enemy, we were ordered to fix bayonets and prepare to receive a charge 
of cavalry. As my regiment was somewhat in advance of the Fifty-first 
Indiana, and my right covering their left, I moved my regiment to the 
left and rear, so as to connect with the Fifty-first Indiana, but still 
leaving my left somewhat in advance, and in such a position as would 
have enabled us to enfilade any force which might charge the center. 
Our position was now a very strong one, being in the edge of the woods. 
Here we remained until ordered to recross the river. 

On the 31st, being in reserve when our brigade was placed in position 
on the extreme right of the army, we occupied an open field just in rear 
of where the Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth Eegiments Ohio Volunteers 
and Seventy- third Eegiment Indiana Volunteers were engaged with the 
enemy. When the battery retired, we were ordered to fall back to the 
position we held when the enemy advanced upon us. When they opened 
fire upon us, the other regiments of the brigade had passed by our right 
to the rear, and we did not see them again until after the close of the 
engagement. 

My regiment was in line during the battle, and delivered their fire 
with such precision and rapidity that the whole force of the enemy was 
brought to a stand at the fence in our front, and held there for at least 
twenty minutes, when their left, which extended considerably beyond 
my right, having advanced so as to make it apparent that they would 
soon turn my right flank, I gave the order to retire, but again formed 
the regiment within 12 or 15 rods of the first line. The enemy advanced 
so as to occupy our first line, but broke and retreated precipitately when 
charged by us. The Fifty-first Illinois advanced only to within 3 rods 
of our first line, and then threw forward skirmishers. 

My regiment charged past the first line, and to the right down to 
near the fence, and full 30 rods in advance of our first position, over- 
taking and capturing the enemy, from the place where the guns were 
recaptured, which was to the right and in front of our first line of bat- 
tle, to the houses in our front, and into a corn-field, on a line with the 
houses. The artillery ceased firing a short time before we opened upon 
the enemy, and fell back out of sight, with all but the guns which had 
had their horses killed, and were captured. The enemy broke up the 
guns of our dead on the first line of battle while they occupied it. A 
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lieutenant, wLom we captured, informed me that our fire was very 
destructive, and that their loss in wounded must largely exceed ours. 

On the 1st instant my regiment was exposed to a scattering fire all 
day, but was not actually engaged. At night we were ordered to the 
extreme front, to protect the Sixth Ohio Battery, and lay all night on 
our arms.' 

On the 2d instant, while sux)porting our battery, my regiment was 
exposed to a terrible fire from the artillery of the enemy, the number of 
guns playing upon us at one time being, as stated by Captain Bradley, 
eighteen. Though necessarily inactive, my regiment steadily main- 
tained their position for over an hour, when one of otir batteries com- 
menced playing upon us from the rear. I then withdrew my regiment 
a few rods to the left, to a less exposed situation. 

In the afternoon we crossed Stoners Eiver with our division, and 
remained there doing duty both Friday and Saturday nights. 

On Sunday morning we recrossed the river and bivouacked near the 
hospitals. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. SHOEMAKEK, 
Golonely Commanding, 

Oapt. S. L. COXJLTEE, 

Actg, Asst Adjt Gen,^ Third Brig.^ First JDiv,^ Left Wing, 


Ko. 116. 

Report of Lieut Col, Alexander Mcllmin, Sixty fourth Ohio Infantry, 

Hdqes. Sixty-eodrth Eegiment Ohio Yolunteers, 

In the Fields January 5, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor herewith to report the number of killed, 
wounded, and missing in this command, from December 27, 1862, to 
January 3, 1863, inclusive, so far as can be ascertained from company 
commanders now present.* 

The command arrived on the south bank of Stoners Eiver on the 
evening of December 29, 1862, and crossed to the opposite or Murfrees- 
borough side after nightfall on the same evening, and formed as reserve 
to the remainder of the Twentieth Brigade. Eecrossed the river during 
the same night, and next morning, while on duty on the front, had 1 
man killed by the enemy. 

On the morning of the 31st was ordered from the leit to the right of 
the line, and occupied the second line on the right. It was discovered 
that the enemy was approaching on the left flank ) I ordered the com- 
mand forward on tenth company, and, by order, fixed bayonet's and 
successfully drove them for some distance, when the command became 
isolated and was ordered to fall back. 

Among the casualties of officers of my command, I seriously regret 
the loss of Oapt. Joseph B. Sweet, who fell while bravely leading his 
company into the thickest of the engagement. As an officer and true 
and devoted soldier, Captain Sweet bore the well-merited love and re- 
spect of all those who knew him. Having adopted military life as a 
profession, and for a long time served in the regular army, he was pro- 
ficient in all the high qualifications that pertained to his calling. In him 
his country and cause have lost a brave and patriotic officer. 

^ Nominal list omitted. It shows 24 killed, 66 wounded, and 17 
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Of those wounded," honorable mention is justly due to First Lieuts. 
Warner Young and Joseph B. Ferguson, and First Lieut, and Eegi- 
mental Adjt. Ghauncey Woodruff, all of whom exerted themselves to 
their utmost to press forward their respective commands to the charge, 
and only ceased their labors when overcome by the exhaustion occa- 
sioned by their wounds. I learn with pleasure that, although seriously, 
none were mortally wounded. 

The officers who survived the battle did honor to the State they hail 
from and the cause they nobly fought for. Of those who commanded 
companies, the names of each can be honorably mentioned in justice to 
them: Capt. E. 0. Brown, of Company 0 ; First Lieuts. Samuel Wolf, 
of Company A, and Henry H. Kling, of Company D ; Second Lieuts. 
Norman K. Brown, Company F, and T. Eugene Tillotson, Company 
B ; and First Sergts. James L, Hall, of Company G, and David Cum- 
mins, of Company H ; also Lieut. George E. Hall, of Company K, and 
Sergeants Kuneman and Holden, of Companies I and E, respectively, 
who commanded the companies to which they were attached, alter their 
immediate commanders had been either killed or wounded 5 also Second 
Lieut. Thomas E. Ehlers, who assisted in the command of Company A, 
The above-named officers did their duty regardless of the danger to 
which they were exposed at every step while gallantly leading their men 
forward to meet and charge the enemy. 

The file-closers, without exception, manfully stood up to their work, 
and I cannot, in justice to them all, single out any one for special sub- 
ject of remark, and too much praise cannot be attached to their patriot- 
ism and heroic military bearing. The men in the ranks all did their 
duty, and did it well, and they are heroes, all. 

While we deeply regret and truly sympathize with the friends of 
those who were either killed or wounded, we are, as they can be, con- 
soled with the thought that they all fell while bravely battling for their 
country's right and the overthrow of rebellion. 

ALEXANDEE MoILVAIN, 

Lieutenant’Colonely Oommanding, 

Col. 0. G. Harkbr, 

Commanding Xiventieth Brigade, 


No. 117. 

Report of Maj. Horatio K WUtheck^ Siccty-fiftJi Ohio Infantry. 

In Camp, near Mxjrpreesborough, Tenn,, 

January 6, 1863. 

Sir : The Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cassil, left its bivouac, near Duck Creek, on Monday morning, 
December 29, 18G2. In the advance its position was on the left wing 
of the front line of the brigade. Two companies were deployed as 
skirmishers, who very soon encountered a strong cavalry picket of the 
enemy. This force contested our advance at times sharply, but disap- 
peared near Stoners Eiver. When within a couple of miles of the same 
river, several shells were thrown at us from cannon, which soon retired. 
In this skirmishing we sustained no loss, but several of the enemy^s 
saddles were seen to have been emptied and the horses straggling. 

We reached the heights on the north side of the river about 3 p. m., 

33 R R— VOL xx:, PT I 
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where we lay in line till after sundown. Orders were received to ad- 
vance upon Murfreesborough that night. I was in command of the com- 
panies of skirmishers, and immediately threw them across the river, and 
commenced the ascent of the opposite heights. 

Passing the skirt of woods, we encountered the enemy’s skirmishers 
strongly posted to the front on the crest of the hill, and on my left 
behind a rail fence. A galling fire brought our line to a holt, but we 
soon cleared the hill, and, advancing over the crest, we found ourselves 
within 30 paces of a regiment of rebels, who, in their confasiori, were 
rallying with great difficulty. I at once retired the line to the woods, 
where we remained till the whole brigade had recrossed, when we were 
quietly withdrawn. 

Sergeant Snider, acting orderly, was wounded in the face, which was 
the only injury our regiment suffered. The regiment itself crossed the 
stream in good order, under fire of the rebel skirmishers, and remained 
in line behind the skirt of woods till it recrossed with the brigade. 

Tuesday we lay in bivouac near the river, and went on picket at 
night. In accordance with Colonel Harker’s order, we were ready to 
move at daybreak, with 60 rounds of cartridges to a man. 

We received marching orders about 8 a. m., and moved at once for- 
ward. The enemy’s sharpshooters and a battery on the opposite hill 
began a fierce fiire of ball and shell upon us as we returned up the 
heights. When on the sum&it, a shell exploded in the ranks of Com- 
pany B, killing 1 and wounding 2. We double-quicked, under a storm 
of shell, after the brigade, which was some distance ahead, moving to 
the support of the right wing. When the brigade was formed to ad- 
vance through the open field to the right of General Van Clove’s divis- 
ion, our regiment was placed on the left of the front line, with the Fifty- 
first Regiment Indiana Yolunteers on our right and the Seventy-third 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers to our rear. Company I, Captain Chris- 
tophel, was deployed to the front as skirmishers, but, having suffered 
severely, was, in a short time, relieved by Company H, Lieutenant 
Brown. When near the skirt of timber protruding from the main forest, 
we marched by the right flank to support the Sixth Ohio Battery. We 
were again moved toward the enemy and placed behind a rise of ground. 
We suddenly found them in line at a short distance, and immediately 
commenced firing. The enemy, though in brigade front, three columns 
deep, staggered, concealed himself as far as possible, and did not ven- 
ture to ad^\^ance under our fire. 

Meanwhile, General Van Cleve’s division giving way, the line of the 
enemy on our left advancing, completely outflanked us, and we wore sui - 
fering under a raking cross-fire. We held the position for about thirty 
minutes, and fell back, in accordance with orders ,* formed behind the 
Seventy-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers, and moved by the flank to 
oppose the advancing right of the enemy. We took our position behind 
a rail fence, and again held the enemy in check for about twenty min- 
utes. At length, being nearly cut off by the enemy on the right, we 
retired behind the line of battle, resting in the wood near the pike. 

We had suffered severely 5 out of 16 officers with the regiment, 2 had 
been killed and 8 wounded. Second Lieutenant Van Kirk, command- 
ing Company A, fell in the advance; Captain Christophel, of Company 
I, some time in the retreat- Both were doing their duty unflinchingly 
and manfully. Lieutenant-Colonel Oassil having been disabled by the 
fall of his horse at the second stand of the regiment, I then took com- 
mand. We rejoined our division at night near the position we left in 
the morning. 
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On Thursday, January 1, we lay in front, in support and to the right 
of the Sixth Ohio Battery, during the furious cannonading, and were 
annoyed by sharpshooters during the whole day. We picketed at 
night. 

Our skirmishers covered the front on Friday. The regiment lay in a 
little clump of wood, in support of the battery, and exposed to the most 
terrific shelling during the morning. In the afternoon our skirmishers, 
in conjunction with those of the brigade, cleared the wood in front of 
rebel skirmishers and sharpshooters j were in turn shelled out, and 
again took possession and held it. 

Near night, and the close of the engagement on the left, we moved 
over the river, threw up a defense of rails to the front, and remained 
there through the rain till morning. We were retired till Saturday 
night, when we again. picketed the left front. About 2 a. m. Sunday 
we were marched back to our present bivouac. 

The following is the list of the casualties of the regiment: Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cassil, severe sprain by the fall of his horse ; Major Whitbeck, 
slightly wounded in the neck ; Adjutant Massey, severely in leg and 
slightly in face and hip ; Capts. Jacob Ohristophel, kiUed, and Voor- 
hees, through the side; First Lieutenant Gardner, through side; Sec- 
ond Lieutenants Van Kirk, killed; Markel, through hip; Brown, in 
the shoulder, and Fcaler, through thigh, and Acting Second Lieutenant 
Book, in thigh. 

Of 382 enlisted men in the engagements during the week, 34 were 
killed, 100 wounded, and 38 missing; total, 172. Of the missing, some 
are known to be prisoners, others are serving in hospitals, and a few 
stragglers are still coming up. 

I will not particularize when all, officers and men, conducted them- 
selves so coolly and fought so determinedly against such desperate odds; 
nor need I mention their patience under such privations and exposures 
in midwinter. 

HOEATIO N. WHITBBOK, 

Major, Commanding 8ixty-fifih Regiment Ohio Volunteers, 

Captain . Coulter, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Brigade. 


No. 118. 

R^ort of Brig. Gen. John M. Palmer, U. S. Army, commanding Second 

Division. 


Hdqes. Second Drv., Left Wing, Fourteenth A. C., 

Department op the Cumberland, 
Camp near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 9, 1863. 

Major: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen- 
eral commanding, the following report of the operations of this division 
from and including December 27 up to and including January 4, in- 
stant: 

At 11.20 a. m., December 27, while in camp near La Vergne, I received 
orders to move forward, following the division of General Wood, and to 
detach a brigade, to proceed by the Jefferson pike, and seize the bridge 
across Stewart’s Creek. The duty of conducting this operation was as- 
signed to Colonel Hazen. How well and skillfully it was done will be 
seen by his report, which is herewith forwarded. 

The brigades of Cruft and Grose reached the west bank of Stewart’s 
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Creek late in the afternoon of the 27th, and bivouacked there until the 
morning of the 29th. 

During all the day (Sunday, 28th) the enemy’s pickets were in sight 
across the creek, firing upon us occasionally at long range, but did us 
no harm. 

On Monday morning, December 29, at 9 o’clock, I was ordered to de- 
J)loy one regiment as skirmishers ; to dispose my other troops so as to 
Support it, and move forward at 10 o’clock precisely, and continue to 
advance until the enemy were found in position. This disposition was 
made. A few minutes before 10 o’clock. Parsons was ordered to shell 
the woods to our front, and at 10 o’clock Grose’s brigade moved for- 
ward, skirmishing with the enemy, supported by the First Brigade, 
Hazen not having yet joined me. 

The command advanced steadily, driving the light force of rebel skir- 
mishers before it to the top of the hillj some 1^ miles on this side of 
Stewart’s Creek ; and, being under the impression that the divisions of 
Wood and ITegley were to advance with me, to my right and left, I 
halted for them to come up. 

In a few minutes Wood’s advance came up on the left of the pike, and 
the two divisions moved forward, constantly skirmishing (though much 
heavier on Wood’s front than my own), to the ground occupied that 
night, afterward the theater of the battle of the Slst. 

During the day the casualties were 10 wounded in Grose’s brigade ; 
none severely. 

On the morning of the 30th, my division was formed as follows : The 
Third Brigade (Grose’s) in two lines, the left resting on the pike; First 
Brigade (touft’s) to the right, extending across the point of woods, his 
extreme right retired to connect with General Hegley’s left, and Hazen’s 
brigade in reserve. There was considerable skirmishing during the day, 
the greater portion of which fell upon Cruft’s brigade, which was in rather 
unpleasant proximity to a point of woods, to his front and right, held 
by the enemy in strong force. 

About 4 o’clock, I was ordered to advance and open upon the enemy 
with all my artillery. This was not done, probably, as soon as the order 
contemplated. The ground occupied by the batteries at the time the 
order was received was low and confined. Upon pushing forward the 
skirmishers of the First Brigade to clear the way to a good artillery 
position, in the open field to the front, the rebels were found numerous 
and stubborn. Learning very soon that a mere demonstration was in- 
tended, all my batteries opened, and I am satisfied damaged the enemy 
considerably. The skirmish attending this movement was quite brisk, 
the troops engaged doing themselves great credit. This closed the 
operations of the day. 

On the morning of the 31st, Cruft’s brigade retained its position of 
the day before. Hazen’s brigade had relieved Grose, who had fallen 
back to a point some 200 yards to the rear, and was formed in two lines 
nearly opposite the intervals between the First and Second Brigades, 
Standart’s battery on the extreme right, and Parsons’ near the center. 

Early in the morning I rode to the right of my own command, and 
then the battle had commenced on the extreme right of the line. Soon 
afterward, near 8 o’clock, General FTegley, through one of his staff, 
informed me he was about to advance, and requested me to advance to 
cover his left. I gave notice of this to the general commanding, and a 
few minutes later received orders to move forward. I at once ordered 
General Cruft to advance, keeping closed up well toward E’egley ; Colo- 
nel Hazen to go forward, observing the movements of Wood’s right, and 
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Grose to steadily advance, supporting the advance brigades, and all to 
use their artillery freely. 

My line had advanced hardly 100 yards, when, upon reaching my own 
right, I found that General Kegley had, instead of advancing, thrown 
back his right, so that his line was almost perpendicular to that of Cruft, 
and to his rear ; and it w^as also apparent that the enemy were driving 
General McCook back, and were rapidly approaching our rear. 

Cruft’s line was halted by my order. I rode to the left to make some 
disposition to meet the coming storm, and by the time I reached the 
open ground to the south of the pike, the heads of the enemy’s column 
had forced their way into the open ground to my rear. 

To order Grose to change front to the rear was the work of a moment, 
and he obeyed the order almost as soon as given, retiring his new left so 
as to bring the enemy under the direct fire of his line. He opened upon 
them in fine style and with great effect, and. held his ground until the 
enemy was driven back. 

In the mean time General llfegley’s command had, to some extent, 
become compromised by the confusion on the right, and my First Bri- 
gade was exposed in front and flank to a severe attack, which also now 
extended along my whole front. Orders were sent to Colonel Hazen to 
fall back from the open cotton-field into which he had moved. He fell 
back a short distance, and a regiment from Wood’s division, which had 
occupied the crest of a low wooded hill between the pike and the rail- 
road, having been removed, he took possession of that, and there resisted 
the enemy. 

At that time, near 11 o’clock, as I think, my command was all en-' 
gaged with the enemy ; Hazen on the railroad ; one or two regiments to 
the right ; some troops in the point of woods south of the cotton- field, 
and a short distance in advance of the general line, among whom I was 
only able to distinguish the gallant Colonel Whitaker and his Sixth 
Kentucky. Still farther to the right Cruft was fighting, aided by Stan- 
dart’s guns, and to the rear Grose was fighting, with apparently great 
odds against him. 

All were acquitting themselves nobly, and all were hard pressed. I 
could see that Grose was losing a great many men, but the importance 
of Hazen’s position determined me, if necessary to do so, to expend the 
last man in holding it. I gave my attention from that time chiefly to 
that points ^ , 

The One hundredth Illinois came up on the left of the railroad, and 
fought steadily. As soon as Colonel Grose was relieved of the enemy 
in his rear, he again changed front, moved to the left, and co-operated 
with Colonel Hazen. One regiment was sent to my support from Gen- 
eral Wood’s command, which behaved splendidly. I regret my inability 
either to name the regiment or its officers. Again and again the attack 
was renewed by the enemy, and each time repulsed, and the gallant men, 
who had so bravely struggled to hold the position, occupied it during the 

I^r further details of the day’s operations, I respectfully refer to the 
reports of the brigade and regimental commanders, which are herewith 
forwarded, and confess my obligations to them all for their assistance 

during the day. . ^ 

Brigadier-General Cruft deserves great praise for so long holding the 
important position occupied by him on our right, and for skillfully extri- 
cating his command from the mass of confusion around it. . 

Standart fought his gfins until the enemy was upon him, and then 
brought them olf safely, while the Second Kentucky brought off by hand 
three guns abandoned by General Kegley’s division. 
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Colonel Hazen proved himself a brave and able soldier by the courage 
and skill exhibited in forming and sheltering his troops, and in organ- 
izing and fighting all the materials around him for the maintenance of 
his important position. 

Colonel Grose exhibited great coolness and bravery, and fought 
against great odds. He was under my eye during the whole day, and 
I could see nothing to improve in his management of his command. 

I shrink from the task of specially mentioning regiments or regi- 
mental ofllcers. All did their duty, and from my imperfect acquaint- 
ance with regiments, I am apprehensive of injurious mistakes. 

I recognized during the battle the Forty-first Ohio, which fought until 
it expended its last cartridge, and was then relieved bj’’ the noble Ninth 
Indiana, which came into line under a heavy fire with a shout which 
inspired all with confidence. The Eighty-fourth, One hundredth, and 
One hundred and tenth Illinois I knew— -all new regiments, and all so 
fought that even the veterans of Shiloh and other bloody fields had no 
occasion to boast over them. The Eighty-fourth stood its ground until 
more than one-third its numbers were killed or wounded. The Sixth 
and Twenty-fourth Ohio, the Twenty-third Kentucky, and the Thirty- 
sixth Indiana were pointed out to me, and I recognized the brave Colo- 
nel Whitaker and his fighting men doing soldiers’ duty. I only saw the 
regiments of Cruft’s brigade fighting early in the day. I had no fears 
for them where valor could win. Indeed, the whole division fought like 
soldiers trained under the rigid discipline of the lamented Nelson, and 
by their courage proved that they had caught a large portion of his 
heroic and unconquerable spirit. 

During the whole day I regarded the battery, under the command of 
Lieutenant Parsons, assisted by his lieutenants, Cushing and Hunting- 
ton, as my right arm, and well did the brilliant conduct of these cour- 
ageous and skillful young officers justify my confidence. My orders to 
Parsons were simple ; ‘‘Fight where you can do the most good.” Never 
were orders better obeyed. 

The reported conduct of the other batteries attached to the division 
is equally favorable. They were in other parts of the field. 

My personal stafi:*. Captain Norton, acting assistant atyutant- general ; 
Lieutenants Simmons and Child 5 Croxton, ordnance officer,- Hayes, di- 
vision topographical engineer, and Shaw, Seventh Illinois Cavalry, 
were with me all day on the field, and carried my orders everywhere, 
with the greatest courage. Lieutenant' Simmons was severely injured 
by a fragment of a shell. 

On January 1 , this division was relieved and placed in reserve. 

On Friday, the 2d, Grose’s brigade was ordered over the river to tlie 
left, to support the division of Colonel Beatty, and during the action the 
brigade of Colonel Hazen was also ordered over to co-operate with 
Grose ; while the First Brigade (Cruft’s) ,was posted to support a bat- 
tery on the hill near the ford. For an account of the part the Second 
and Third Brigades took in the aflair of Friday afternoon, reference is 
had to reports of the officers in command. 

During the heavy cannonade the First Brigade maintained its posi- 
tions with perfect coolness. While the engagement was going on across 
the river, a rebel force of what seemed to be three small regiments en- 
tered the clump of woods in front of the position of our batteries on the 
hill near the ford. These troops were in musket range of onr right, 
across the creek, and I determined at once to dislodge them. 

Seeing two regiments, one of which was commanded by Colonel Given, 
and the other by Colonel Altemire, 1 ordered them to advance to the 
edge of the woods and deploy some companies as skirmishers, They 
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obeyed me cheerfully and pushed in. Not being willing to leave the 
repulse of the enemy a matter of doubt, or to expose the brave fellows 
to the danger of heavy loss, I ordered up two of Cruft’s regiments, and 
upon approaching the edge of the woods halted them— told them it was 
my purpose to clear the woods at the point of the bayonet. To inspire 
them with coolness and confidence, the preparations for the charge were 
made with great deliberation. To get the proper direction for the line, 
guides were thrown out and the proper changes were made, bayonets 
fixed, and these two regiments. Thirty-first Indiana and Ninetieth Ohio, 
ordered to clear the woods. They went in splendidly. It was done so 
quickly that the rebels had hardly time to discharge their pieces. They 
fled with the utmost speed. All these regiments behaved handsomely. 

With this report will be forwarded a list of the casualties of my com- 
mand, and from its fearful proportions demonstrates its hard service. 


LUt of casualties. 



I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

J. M. PALMEE, 

Brigadier-Oeneralj Commanding Division. 

Maj. Lyne Starlings, 

Assistant Adjutan t- General and Chief of Staffs (&e. 


No. 119. 

Report of Surg, Mason <?. 8herma7i^ Ninth Indiana Infantry^ Acting 

Medical Director. 


Hospital of the Second Division, Left Wing-, 

Army of the Cumberland, 

January — , 1863. 

Sir : As acting medical director of your division, I have the honor 
to respectfully submit the following report of casualties in the several 
days^ battle before Murfreesborough: 

Number of hilled in the First Brigade 43 

Woxmded 

Number of hilled in the Second Brigade §0 

Wounded severely, 77 ; slightly, 215 292 

Number of hilled in the Third Brigade w 

Wounded severely 484 


Total hilled and wounded^ 


1,143 


But see revised statement, pp. 212, 213. 
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From the fact that our hospital was nearer the battle-field than any 
other, we were during the fight necessarily crowded with hundreds of 
the wounded &om other divisions, making our duties very responsible 
and laborious ; and I cannot, in justice, submit this report without 
making honorable mention of all the medical officers in your division. 
They have shown themselves equal to their responsible duties, and 
have been untiring in their efforts both day and night to alleviate the 
sufferings of the wounded who have come under their notice ; and more 
especially would I make honorable mention of Dr. J . B. Armstrong, act- 
ing brigade surgeon of the First Brigade, and Dr. S. H. Kersey, acting 
brigade surgeon of the Third Brigade, who were selected as oj)erating 
surgeons, and they have proved themselves abundantly competent to 
the task, and have not allowed themselves one moment’s rest while the 
suffering needed their attention. 

Their devotion to their suffering fellow-soldiers should win for them 
the esteem and unbounded confidence of all who know them. 

Very respectfully, 

M. G. SHBRMAK, 

Acting Medical Director^ Second Division^ Left Wing, 

Lejpartment of the Cumberland. 

Brig. Gep. J. M. Palmbk, 

Commanding Division. 


Ko. 120. 

Report of Capt. William D, Standart, Battery B, First Ohio Light Artil- 

lery. 

Jandakt — , 1863. 

On December 26, was ordered to march ; took up line of march toward 
Murfreesborough ; in the afternoon moved to the front, and fired on the 
enemy at and in the vicinity of La Vergne. One man wounded by pre- 
mature discharge. 

December 27, 28, and 29, no casualties. 

December 30, was ordered to the right of the Twenty-second Brigade, 
and in the afternoon fired at long range for one hour; 1 horse killed. 

December 31, in the morning took same position ; was soon ordered 
to advance and move in connection with Brigadier-General Kegley’s 
division, which was on my right, the battery being on the right of the 
Twenty-second Brigade. General Cruft’s brigade. General Negley’s 
division, not moving to the front, and the artillery that was on my left 
being moved off, changed our section from the right to the left of the 
Twenty-second Brigade. 

The fight at this time was general along our front and right and left 
of our position near the fence. The enemy showing himself in great 
numbers on the left, brought all the guns to bear on the cotton-field. 
The division of General Kegley at this time gave way ; we received a 
heavy fire from our right, held our position for a short time, and, the 
ammunition being expended, were forced to retire, the enemy following 
us close. 

The caisson was ordered out and pieces followed. Had 86 rounds in 
the boxes when went to the supply trains, filled up the limbers of the 
pieces, and sent the caisson to the rear, it being all the ammunition that 
I could get. 

Loss : Killed, 1 ; wounded (3 since died), 9 ; missing, 2 ; 15 horses 
killed. 
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In the afternoon of January 1, 1 was ordered up the pike by General 
Eosecrans. Not having anything to do, was ordered to relieve Captain 
Stokes’ (Chicago Board of Trade) battery. Lieutenant Baldwin took 
the same position with three pieces, and Lieutenant Sturges, with three 
pieces, as was occupied by Captain Stokes’ battery. 

In the morning the enemy opened a heavy fire on the three pieces of 
Lieutenant Baldwin, who was soon forced to retire. Lost 1 man killed 
and 6 horses. Lieutenant Sturges, not replying to the enemy’s fire, re- 
tained his position. In the afternoon was ordered to the left with three 
pieces, and opened fire as the enemy was being successfully repulsed. 
Eemained on the field for the night. 

On January 3, in the evening. Lieutenant Sturges opened fire on the 
woods in his front, and the enemy’s pickets being driven back, was re- 
lieved from picket duty. One thousand six hundred and ten rounds of 
ammunition expended. The battery wagon, being , among the wagon 
trains, was broken down; the axles have been used to repair carriages, 
and contents have been taken by different batteries. Lieutenants Bald- 
win and Sturges, as well as every one in the battery, did their whole 
duty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

, W. E. STANDAET, 

Captain Battery B, First Ohio Bight Artillery. 

Brigadier-General Paimbr, 

Commanding Second Division, L0 Wing of the Army. 


No. 121. 

Report of Lieut. Norval Oslum, Battery F, First Ohio Light Artillery. 

Hdqes. Battery F, First Ohio Light Artillery, 

Jamuary — , 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by Battery F, First Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Artillery, in the 
march from Nashville, and the recent engagements near Murfreesbor- 
ough, Tenn. : 

Our battery numbered on the morning of December 26, 1862, 125 en- 
listed men and 3 commissioned officers, Capt. Daniel T. Oockerill com- 
manding. 

We left our camp, near Nashville, about 9 a. m. December 26, 1862, 
receiving orders from you to march with the Nineteenth Brigade, com- 
manded by Col. W. B. Hazen. Went into camp late in the evening 
near La Vergne, having taken no part in any of 'the skirmishing during 
the day. 

December 27, received orders' to move with the Nineteenth Brigade 
on the Smyrna pike. We came upon the enemy’s cavalry at the cross- 
ing of the railroad. Colonel Hazen ordered a section of our battery to 
the front. Our cavalry made a brilliant charge, and drove the enemy 
beyond the Stewart’s Creek Bridge, when the enemy rallied, under cover 
of a wood, and formed. We threw a few well-directed shell into their 
lines, which dispersed them, killing some 2 or 3, as we afterward ascer- 
tained. Bivouacked near the bridge for the night. 

December 28 (Sunday), remained on the same ground during the day. 

December 29, we moved with the Nineteenth Brigade to the Murfrees- 
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borougli and Kashville turnpike, joined our division, and encamped for 
t’iie night on the right of the turnpike, about 3 miles from Murfrees- 
borough. 

December 30, heavy cannonading and brisk skirmishing during the 
day, but we, being held in reserve, did not take any part. 

December 31, we were ordered forward wi.th the NTineteenth Brigade 
early in the morning to take a position near a burnt brick house on the 
right of the turnpike, but before we gained the position designated we 
discovered the right wing giving waj^ so rapidly befoi'e the enemy that 
it was deemed imprudent to advance farther. We received orders from 
Colonel Hazen to fall back. We then took up position between the 
railroad and turnpike. The enemy opened a destructive lire of shot 
and shell from two batteries before we got into position. Captain Cock- 
erill, deeming it prudent, ordered the caissons to the rear under cover, 
but the drivers, misunderstanding the order, did not go where ordered, 
excepting one. Five of them got entirely separated from the battery, 
and could not be found until 12 m. We opened upon the enemy and 
maintained our position, with the support of the gallant Nineteenth 
Brigade, which suffered terribly from an enfilading fire of the enemy’s 
artillery, until our ammunition was exhausted. 

In the mean time we had 1 man killed and G wounded; wo had IG 
horses killed and disabled, Captain Cockerill having a horse shot under 
him. One limber was blown up by a shell from the enemy’s artillery, 
killing and disabling the team, so as to render it impossible for us to 
bring the piece off‘ the field, but was saved from falling into the ene- 
my’s hands by the unflinching courage of our supporting inlautry. 
Two of our other pieces, upon examination, were found to be unlit for 
service, the axles being badly shivered. 

After finding our caissons, replenishing our limbers, and re]>airiiig 
one of the disabled pieces, we discovered the enemy’s cavalry attacking 
our train on the opposite side of the river, and we brought our guns to 
bear upon them, fired a few rounds, when a field officer ordered ns to 
cease firing ; that we were firing upon our own men ; but we afterward 
found that he was mistaken. We were then ordered by Captain Men- 
denhall to take position in a corn-field to the left of the railroad, sup- 
ported by the Nineteenth Brigade on our left, and the Tenth Brigade, 
Colonel Grose commanding, on our right. 

No sooner had we taken our position than the enemy opened upon us 
with two batteries, one in front, the other on our left. Our fire for a 
short time was directed at the enemy’s advancing columns of infantry 
with marked effect, but our attention was soon drawn to the enemy’s 
a-rtillery, which was doing much damage. Our fire was now directed at 
their batteries. We soon succeeded in silencing the battery on our left, 
but the one in our front kept up a destructive fire. 

Our ammunition again becoming exhausted, we drew off the field, with 
the loss of 1 man killed. Our gallant and much esteemed captain was 
severely wounded in the foot by a 12.pouuder solid shot, and had to be 
borne from the field, to the great mortification of his whole command. 
Eight enlisted men wounded, also 8 horses killed and disabled. We 
retired to the rear to replenish our ammunition chests and prepare some 
refreshments, also to seek some rest, which was so much needed. The 
command of the battery now devolved upon me. 

January 1, we were held in reserve with the Nineteenth Brigade. 

January 2, we took position early in the morning to the left of the 
railroad, by order of Captain Mendenhall, i^upported by the Twenty- 
first Brigade, Colonel Wagner commanding, the Seventh Indiana Bat- 
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tery on our right. Our skirmishers advanced across the field in our 
front, when, nearing the wood on the opposite side of the field, about 
1,000 yards distant, the enemy opened upon them with artillery, to 
which we promptly replied, silencing the enemy’s guns in a very few 
moments. "We remained silent until 3 p. m., when the enemy made an 
advance on our left on the opposite side of the river. We opened fire 
oil a battery in our immediate front, which was operating against our 
infantry, which was on the opposite side of the stream. We then re- 
ceived orders from Captain Mendenhall to change front, to fire to the 
left on the advancing columns of infantry which were pressing our left 
wing back. We here fired several shots, when we received orders from 
one of General Hosecrans’ aides to take position in an open field to our 
left, on the right of the Chicago battery. We here kept up a continuous 
fire until ordered to cease. We then bivouacked for the night upon the 
field. 

January 3, we were ordered to take the same position that we occu- 
pied the morning of the 2d instant. We were ordered inside the forti- 
fications in the evening, where we remained during the night. 

Not expecting to be called upon at the beginning of the recent en- 
gagements to make a report of the part taken by us, I am not prepared 
to give it as minutely as I desire, but I sum up our casualties as follows : 
Two enlisted men killed, 1 commissioned officer and 13 enlisted men 
wounded, 2 enlisted men missing, 24 horses killed and disabled’; lost 2 
sets wheel harness, 6 sets lead harness, 6 Sergeant’s saddles and bridles, 
7 navy revolvers, and 12 paulins ; 2 gun-carriages disabled and 1 limber 
blown uii. 

I cannot speak too highly of the non-commissioned officers and men 
of the battery, who, with a very few exceptions, displayed great cool- 
ness throughout the entire contest, being the first time they were ever 
under fire of any consequence. 

N. OSBXJEN, 

Lieutenant^ Oomdg, Battery F, First Ohio Vol. Artillery, 

Capt. W, E. Standabt, 

Chief of Artillery^ Fourth Biv.j Army of the Gumherland, 


No. 122. 

Report of Lieut Charles 0. Parsons^ Fourth U, 8, Artillery^ commanding 

Batteries JET and M, 

Camp near Stone’s Eiyer, Tenn., 

January 5, 1863. 

Captain : Agreeably to instructions of yesterday, I have the honor 
to report the part taken by Batteries H and M, Fourth XT. S. Artillery, 
under my command, in the recent operations against the enemy at this 
point. . 

These batteries opened fire for the first time on the morning of De- 
cember 29, from their position commanding Stewart’s Creek. After a 
few rounds of shell, the enemy’s pickets were dislodged from thbir shel- 
ter, in the opposite heights, when, upon receiving information from Gen- 
eral Palmer that our own infantry had forded the creek, I returned to 
the iiike, crossed the bridge, and moved forward with our first line of 
reserves. About 1 mile from the creek I observed indications that the 
enemy had taken position with his artillery, awaiting our approach. 
With General Palmer’s permission, we opened fire with our nfles, and 
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again dislodged him, after which the advance was continued. We fired 
no more during the day, and at night moved into park, in rear of the 
line of battle, 3 miles from Murfreesborough. 

On the morning of the 30th the enemy’s artillery opened upon Cox’s 
battery, to our left and front. During a spirited cannonading one of 
his shells struck in Battery H, killing 1 private, 1 horse, and wounding 
1 sergeant. We moved at once into the position assigned us by Gen- 
eral Palmer, and formed the batteries en Solielon^ supported on the left 
by the Tenth, and on the right by the Twenty-second Brigade. I found 
no occasion, however, to open fire until about 4 p. m., when, upon re- 
ceiving information that an artillery demonstration from the left wing 
to support our right, then hotly pressed, was necessary, we commenced 
shelling the enemy’s rifle-pits beyond the brick house j at the same 
time elevating the range of the rifled pieces, in order, if possible, to 
awaken the enemy’s batteries. The latter effort was successful ; but 
after exchanging a few shots, during which but 1 of my men was wounded, 
the enemy’s fire was silenced. Satisfied that my position was an unfit 
one for artillery at night, I retired from the cedars after dark and went 
into park in the open field behind them. 

On the morning of the 31st I thought it most in accordance with my 
instructions from General Palmer to remain in the position where I 
then was, in order to check the advance of the enemy, should he turn 
our right. At about 8 a. m. our infantry came falling back from the 
pine wood in this direction, when our batteries were swung around and 
brought at once into action. The approach of the enemy was parallel, 
instead of perpendicular, to our front, and when he had arrived within 
about 300 yards we opened upon his first line and column of reserves 
an enfilade fire of canister. The attempt to advance was continued for 
a few moments ; then an effort to change front was followed by a feeble 
charge upon the batteries, when, upon being repulsed, the enemy fell 
back beyond our view. He reappeared shortly afterward to our left; 
but again, upon receiving our fire, fell back, and a portion of our in- 
fantry. I then took position upon the slight elevation, nearer the pike, 
in season to assist in checking the enemy’s advance upon General Eous- 
seau’s position ; after which both batteries changed front and opened fire, 
by order of General Palmer, upon the brick house, to co-operate with 
Colonel Hazen’s brigade. So soon as I believed the enemy dislodged 
from this position, our pieces were moved to the front and directed upon 
his infantry, advancing into the cedar wood formerly held by the Twenty- 
second Brigade. The enemy, meanwhile, directed one of his batteries 
upon us, but I did not think it proper to reply, so long as our ammuni- 
tion could be used with better effect upon his infantry. At about 12 m., 
just as I had nearly given out of ammunition, I received orders from 
Captain Mendenhall to retire. 

At about 4 o’clock I moved to the front, by order of General Palmex', 
and from the elevation on either side of the railroad opened upon the 
enemy’s infantry. His advance, was effectually checked, and at sunset 
I was ordered to retire and refit. 

At daylight, January 1, we moved to a position on General Eous- 
seau’s front, where I was ordered by General Eosecrans. Except for 
the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, whom we dispersed at intervals 
by firing spherical case, we were not actively engaged during the day, 
and at night retired to a position near the pike, where our horses were 
fed and watered. 

During the night and on the next morning I was ordered by differ- 
ent ofllcers to resume my previous position. I was obliged to decline 
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obeying these orders, owing to those I had received from Captain Men- 
denhall, directing me to await his own. The position in which I was 
placed by this conflict of orders was exceedingly painful, but I found 
myself justified by subsequent events. 

At about 4: p. m. of the 2d instant, after I had been placed in posi- 
tion by Captain Mendenhall on an elevation near Hegley’s division, two 
of the enemy’s batteries opened upon us from the front, while a third 
gave signal for his last attack upon our left. I advanced the four rifles, 
holding my howitzers in reserve for the shortest range. The batteries 
around me were silenced far too soon, for when my rifled ammunition 
was exhausted I found that some scoundrel had led oflf^my caissons, and 
I was left only with the howitzers to reply to the enemy’s concentrated 
artillery fire. Fortunately, Captain Swallow’s battery came up beside 
us, and the crest of the hill was held until our re-enforcements came up, 
when, with the assistance of Captain Stokes’ battery, the enemy’s guns 
were silenced. 

We ceased firing, with our last shot exhausted. We have not again 
been engaged or under fire. I have to remark, in this connection, that 
if through the five consecutive days, during which we were thus more 
or less severely engaged, we expended an unusual amount of ammuni- 
tion, it must be recognized that we have been longer, and, in general, 
more closely engaged than perhaps any other batteries of the army, and 
that nearly all our ammunition has been expended at short range. 

The following are our casualties, &c.: Number of men killed, 2; num- 
ber of men wounded, 14; number of men missing, 6; horses kUled, 20; 
pieces disabled, 1 ; rounds of ammunition fired, 2,299. 

In place of the piece disabled, the Nineteenth Illinois gave me one cap- 
tured by them from the enemy. 

I do myself honor, sir, in asking your attention to the efficient and 
meritorious services of Lieuts. Harry C. Cushing and Henry A. Hunt- 
ington, both of the Fourth U. S. Artillery. Disregarding all personal 
exposure under all circumstances, and especially during the hottest 
fires of December 31 and 2d instant, these gallant officers discharged 
their duty with such coolness and fidelity that they deserve* my most 
grateful mention. 

My brave men look for their reward to the generous appreciation 
which has been freely offered them by the troops with whom they fought 
and the general commanding the division in which they serve. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. C. PARSONS, 

First Lieutenant Fourth U. 8. Artillery, Oomdg. Battalion. 

Capt. D. W. Nobton, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 123. 

Reports of Brig. Oeh. Charles Cruft, U. 8. Army, commanding First Bri- 
gade, including skirmish at La Yergne, Lecemher 26. 

Hdqbs. Fiest Beigadb, Seooih) Di*7ision, Left Wing, 

In the Field, before Murfreesborough, Tern., January 8, 1863. 
Caftain : I herewith submit, for tbe consideration of the general com- 
manding the division, the following report of the operations of this bri- 
gade in the recent action before Murfreesborough, Tenn. : 

The brigade broke camp, near Nashville, on the morning of the 26th 
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ultimo. The effective infantry strength of the command on leaving 
camp was 1,207. It consisted of the First Kentucky Volunteers, Ool. 
D. A. Enyart; Second Kentucky Volunteers, Col. T. D. Sedgewick ; 
Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, Ool. John Osborn, and Ninetieth Ohio 
Volunteers, Col. I. N. Eoss. Captain Standart^s Ohio battery. Company 
B, First Eegiment, was attached to the command for temporary service. 

After passing the picket lines near Nashville, this brigade had the 
advance, preceded by a portion of Colonel Kennett’s cavalry command. 
After various trifling skirmishes and some artillery firing, the enemy’s 
skirmishers were forced into the village of La Verne. Here quite a force 
of cavalry, artillery, and infantry (or dismounted cavalry) of the enemy 
disputed the occupancy of the place. General Palmer ordered me to 
drive the enemy from the woods on the left and take possession of the 
village from that quarter if daylight would permit. The Thirty-first 
Indiana and First Kentucky Volunteers were placed under command 
of Colonel Enyart and sent by me to accomplish this. Colonel Murray, 
of the Third Kentucky Cavalry, having been ordered to report to me for 
temporary duty, was placed upon the left flank of these regiments, and 
with his command acted very handsomely in protecting it and scouring 
the woods beyond. 

The regiments above named advanced, toward nightfall, under cover 
of the cedars on the left, and finding the enemy in force near the frame 
church on the west of Stony Creek, attacked him, and, after a sharp 
discharge of musketry, ran in on a bayonet charge and routed him, 
forcing him across the creek and occupying the west bank. Our line of 
skirmishers was then placed in the field beyond the creek and along the 
outskirts of the village. The conduct of both regiments and all their 
officers in this skirmish was excellent. 

The casualties in my command were 8 wounded. 

The Thirty-first Indiana was withdrawn to the rear to encamp, and 
Colonel Enyart, with his regiment (First Kentucky) and a section of 
artillery, under Lieutenant Newell, was left to occupy the position until 
morning. 

On the 27th ultimo the brigade reached Stewart’s Creek, and went 
into camp at night. 

On the 28th (Sunday), the command lay at Stewart’s Creek, one-half 
of the brigade on picket duty. 

On the 29th, the brigade advanced from Stewart’s Creek in line of 
battle across the field, and at night took position in the front, on the 
right of the Nashville turnpike, in the cedars, near Cowan’s burnt house, 
about miles west from Murfreesborough. An effective lino of skir- 
mishers was thrown forward and the open ground to our front firmly 
held. 

On the 30th, the brigade rested in position, holding the point of woods 
where it was bivouacked, and the line of pickets to the front during the 
fierce engagement which occurred on the right of our line. During the 
night the Second Kentucky Volunteers (Colonel Sedgewick) was on 
picket duty. 

This regiment succeeded in driving the enemy’s picket from the crest 
in the field near the burnt house. His temporary shelters along the row 
of peach trees on the lane„some 60. yards east of the burnt house, were 
occupied by my troops after a sharp night skirmish, and held by them 
against two charges of cavalry until daylight the following morning. 
No pains were spared to explain my position during the night. Sup- 
port was promised on my left, but did not come. If re-enforced on the 
flank, this position could probably have been held. Qne-half the effective 
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force of my brigade was kept out all night on picket, trying to hold 
this advanced line. The attempt was partially successful. It was sus- 
pected that the enemy had rifle-pits and a large force beyond the crest j 
but the best reconnaissance I could make by night could not furnish the 
facts. Subsequent knowledge evinced the correctness of the supposi- 
tion, and also demonstrated the fact that 6,000 troops could not have 
taken and held the crest which my brigade of 1,200 attempted to reach 
and hold. 

On the 31st ultimo an order was received from the general com- 
manding division, about 8 a. m., to advance in line, with the brigade 
supporting me on the right and left. The brigade was promptly put 
in motion, formed in two lines, as follows: The Second Kentucky and 
Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers (under general charge of Colonel Sedge- 
wick as ranking officer) constituting the front line, and First Kentucky 
and Ninetieth Ohio (under general charge of Colonel Enyart as ranking 
officer) forming the second line 5 Captain Standart’s artillery was formed 
in half-battery on each flank of the front line. The brigade, by this 
formation, exhibited, a front of, say, 600 men, or less than a full regi- 
ment. Colonel Eazen’s brigade was in position on my left and rear, 
and brigades of General Negiey’s division on the right. Upon giving 
the orders to advance, my skirmishers ran rapidly forward from the 
wood and engaged those of the enemy in the open field. They drove 
them, and my front line advanced promptly up to the rail fence in the 
margin of the woods. The enemy pushed toward us rapidly, and charged 
my line in great force and in solid rank. The fight became very severe 
and obstinate about 9 a. m. 

My troops fought with heroism. Every officer and soldier acted well, 
and seemed to me to accomplish more than could be expected of him. 
For sturdy endurance, stalwart bravery, and manly courage, it does not 
seem to me that the conduct of these two regiments here could be sur- 
passed. The enemy were driven back, although superior in numbers. 
Uis charge was made in two lines, with the appearance of a four-rank 
formation, and in most admirable order and discipline. 

After the first repulse, and before my line could be advanced, the 
enemy made a second charge (reserving fire until a close approach was 
had), which was more furious than before. The Second Kentucky and 
Thirty-first Indiana nobly held their ground, and, after some thirty min- 
utes’ well-directed fire, drove him back again for a short distance. 

A respite of a few minutes in active firing enabled me to execute a^ 
passage of lines to the front, to relieve the first line, the ammunition of 
which was nearly exhausted. This maneuver was well executed, con- 
sidering that it was done under a brisk fire of the enemy’s skirmishers, 
the cross-fire of flanking parties that had already passed to the right 
and left of the line, and in face of two of the enemy’s batteries. 

The rear line (now front) was soon actively engaged. I attempted 
with it to assail the enemy, and ordered an advance. The First Ken- 
tucky, Colonel Envart, on the right of the line, made a gallant charge, 
and drove the eneiny before it, rushing forward to the crest of the hill, 
clear beyond and to the right of the burnt house. The fire was so ^vere 
from the enemy’s force at the burnt house, on the left, that the order to 
move up the Ninetieth Ohio was countermanded 5 not, however, until 
many of the officers and men of this gallant regiment had pressed for- 
ward over the fence in line with the old First Kentucky. 

The sad list of the killed and wounded of the Ninetieth and h irst 
Eegiments siieaks loudly of the courage and manhood they evinced in 
this charge. Standart, with his gallant gunners, was throwing in grape 
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and canister from the flanks as my men ran forward to the charge, and 
thinning the enemy’s ranks. He was too strong for us, however, and 
soon my gallant advance was beaten back to the point of woods. This 
point was still held. The brigade on the left was never pressed up to 
my front, and left me exposed from this quarter. General Negley’s 
brigade, on the right, first advanced with me, but, yielding to the im- 
pulsive charge of the enemy, broke up, and a portion of it drifted in 
disorder immediately to my rear, and left me exposed to the cross-fire 
of the enemy from the woods on the right. We were now completely 
flanked. Our own troops impeded my retreat. Cannon, caissons, artil- 
lery wagons, and bodies of men in wild retreat filled the road and 
woods to my rear, precluding everything like proper and orderly retreat. 
Captain Standards artillery ammunition was failing rapidly. He was 
shifting front constantly to keep off the enemy. The cartridges of my 
men were becoming short. Messages were sent to the rear for re-en- 
forcements and for the reserve brigade of the division. The enemy’s 
fire was upon three sides of my position, and apparently exactly to the 
rear, in the woods. It was impossible to get ammunition up, to com- 
municate with the general commanding the division, or to obtain re- 
enforcements. 

In this condition the ground was still held for some forty minutes 
longer than seemed right or proper. My command had some cover in 
the edge of the woods from the enemy’s bullets, and still kept up a fire 
sufficiently strong to keep them from rushing into the woods. Seeing 
my little brigade failing rapidly, and many of its best men carried 
wounded to the rear, without hope of support, or further ability to hold 
on, I withdrew it in as good order as practicable. The enemy pressed 
closely, firing constantly in^o the retreating mass. We faced to rear, 
and covered the retreat of General Uegley’s men as well as could be 
done. The Second Kentucky Eegiment brought off three pieces and 
the Ninetieth Ohio Volunteers one piece of abandoned artillery by hand 
which the enemy were rushing upon and about to capture. 

Standart’s battery was saved, with a loss of 3 men and 7 horses. It 
had but 16 rounds of ammunition when the order to retire was given. 
Upon falling back to the edge of the wood, on the west side, I met 
Major-General Thomas and reported to him, and, with his consent, con- 
tinued to fall back across the open ground to the turnpike with my 
shattered forces, now numbering about 500. After forming in line along 
the turnpike (about 12 m.), the brigade was ordered, by a member of 
General Eosecrans’ staff, to the left, to support a battery on the rail- 
road. It took this position and held it during the remainder of the day 
and the night following. 

On the Ist instant, the brigade was placed in line on the right of the 
division, in rear of the interval between the First and Third Divisions. 
After remaining thus until noon, it was advanced to the front to support 
Swallow’s (Indiana) battery, posted on a commanding elevation to the 
left of the railway, and near the ford across Stone’s Eiver. During the 
day it was exposed to occasional shelling from the enemy’s batteries. 

On the 2d instant, rude breastworks were constructed back of the 
batteries, and the brigade held the same position behind them. It lay 
here during the severe fight across the creek on our left, supporting 
the batteries, and exposed to a heavy cross-fire from the enemy’s guns. 
A higher scene of cool moral courage, perhaps, has not been evinced 
during the w’^ar than that exhibited by my brigade on this memorable 
day. The line lay still and quiet behind the frail works we had been 
able to construct, with the shot and shell of the enemy coming from 
three directions and bursting above, in front of it, and all around it, 
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while our own massed batteries were belching out their contents in 
front of and over it. The roar of artillery was terrific. The smoke 
from our own pieces and the bursting shell of the enemy at times ob- 
scured the line from view. By some wonderful Providence but three 
men of the brigade were killed here by the enemy’s shells. 

About dark, and when the enemy were driven upon our left, the bri- 
gade was advanced by General Palmer, he gallantly leading two regi- 
ments, the Thirty-first Indiana and Ninetieth Ohio, to'the point of woods, 
a half mile to the front and left of our artillery position, and in line with 
our advance on the left, across the creek. I followed rapidly with the 
residue of the brigade across the open field to the general’s right, and 
on line with him. Knowing nearly the position of a masked battery of 
the enemy hid by a crest in the field, I ordered the men to cheer loudly 
as we approached the latter. It had now become dark. As the noise 
of the last cheer died away, the enemy opened a fire of shrapnel from 
four small guns. The line immediately laid down under shelter of the 
crest, and for some thirty minutes the enemy continued to play at ns. 
His shot passed just over our heads and struck the ground not to exceed 
100 feet to the rear of our line. 

Only a single casualty occurred here— the death of one man, struck 
by a shell. He was a straggler, not connected with my command, who 
was attempting to get to the rear. A strong picket, from my brigade, 
was posted in the wood and across the field, and the residue brought 
back to camp near the artillery. The latter position was maintained by 
the brigade until the evacuation of the enemy. 

The following statement, condensed from the report of the medical 
officer of my staff, and the returns of the regimental commanders, ex- 
hibits the casualties of the brigade and battery, to wit : 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Kon*commissioned offi- 
cers anil privates. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Kon-commissioned offi- 
cers and privates. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Kon-commissioned offi- 
cers and privates. 

Total. 

Slat Indiana 

5 

5 

1 

44 

45 

3 

34 

37 

87 

lat Kentucky 

13 

13 

1 

51 

52 

1 

30 

31 

96 

90th Ohio 

17 

17 

5 

67 

72 

2 

46 

48 

137 

TCftritTifiky - 

9 

9 

2 

56 

58 


10 

10 

77 

StandfiTt’® hnit-tevy .... 

5 

5 


12 

12 


3 

3 

20 











Total* 

49 

49 

9 

230 

239 

6 

123 

129 

417 


It may be observed that the above statement includes as wounded 
only those disabled from duty 5 slight hurts and trivial injuries are not 
included. Of those rated as missing, about one-half the number are 
stated by their officers to have been captured by the enemy in the battle 
of the 31st ultimo. The number of casualties, it will be noted, reaches 
nearly one-third of my eftfective strength. 

Herewith are inclosed the reports of Colonels Enyart, Sedgewick, 
Osborn, and Boss, commanding the various regiments of the brigade. 


• But see revised statementj p. 212. 
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and the report of Surg. J. B. Armstrong, medical officer of my staff. 
These reports will convey to the general commanding the division a 
better knowledge of many of the details of the recent actions than can 
be embraced in this general statement. They make honorable mention 
of many line and subaltern officers, which is deserving, and to which I 
crave special attention. 

Before concluding, I beg to say to the general commanding the divis« 
ion that the officers and men of all the regiments under my command 
behaved uniformly well. Three of the regiments are veterans, and have 
left their impress upon former battle-fields. The Ninetieth Ohio, though 
for the first time thrown into a severe engagement, behaved admirably, 
and achieved for itself a right to rank with its associates in the old 
Twenty-second, or any brigade where high-toned valor is displayed. 

Colonels Sedgewick, Bnyart, Boss, and Osborn displayed marked 
gallantry on the field during the engagement, and handled their com- 
mands with courage, skill, and prudence. Their associates, field and 
staff officers, nobly seconded them. It is not in my power to make dis- 
tinctions among these, where all performed their duty so bravely and 
cheerfully. 

To Captain Standart and his gallant battery I am under peculiar 
obligations. This brave officer and his command have long been asso- 
ciated with this brigade. Although chief of artillery to the division, he 
preferred to fight his own battery, and was with it constantly. It ren- 
dered most effective service whenever put in action. His associate offi- 
cers, Lieuts. N. A. Baldwin and E. P. Sturges, acted nobly tliroughout, 
and, with the gunners, drivers, and artillerymen of all grades, stood 
bravely to their work in the fight on the 31st ultimo, almost against 
hope, and safely brought away their battery. The battery was chiefly 
instrumental in saving the brigade in this position. 

Of my personal staff, it affords me pleasure to say that Oapt. W. H. 
Fairbanks, of the TJiirty-first Indiana Volunteers, acting assistant adju- 
tant-general, was at his post constantly, and, as on former occasions, 
behaved gallantly. Lieut. John Wright, of the First Kentucky, acting 
aide-de-camp, displayed high courage, on the field and most soldierly 
bearing throughout. I recommend his promotion for gallantry in the 
action of the 31st ultimo. Lieut. J. C. Beeler, of the Thirry-first Indiana 
Volunteers, acting quartermaster to the brigade, discharged his duties 
properly and fearlessly ; staid with his transportation while under fire, 
took care of it, and lost no Government property. 

Surg. J. B, Armstrong made very ample and efficient arrangements 
for the wounded of the brigade, and, by his care and attention, in con- 
junction with the regimental surgeons, got them speedily from the field, 
and had them as well cared for as those of any other connnaiul. He 
reports to me good conduct on the part of all regimental surgeons. 

The department of Captain Eobinson, commissary of subsistence, w'OvS 
well managed. Though absent himself, it was left in good hands, and 
my troops were at all times during the days of the battle furnished with 
proper rations, regardless of the danger of conveying thetn. 

Two orderlies from my escort (Oorpl. James T. Slater and Private 
William Hayman, both of the Second Indiana Cavalry) deserve notice 
for their good conduct on the field, and are worthy of promotion. 

With assurances of esteem to the brigadier-general commanding the 
division, I am, captain, very truly, yours, &c., 

OHAELES OEUFT, 

Brigadier* General^ Commanding First Brigade. 

Captain Nobton, 

Actg.Asst. Adjt Gen.^ Second Left Wing^ Fourteenth A. 0. 
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Hdqrs. Second Div., Twenty-eirst Army Corps, 

Department of the Cumberland, 

February 6, 1863—8 p. m. 

Colonel : In reply to note of Lieutenant Stone, acting assistant ad- 
jutant-general, received an hour since at these headquarters, addressed 
to General Palmer, I will say that the records of the division adjutant’s 
office do not contain data for an accurate statement of the effective 
force of this command, which went into the actions of 31st December 
and 2d ultimo. I am able to make an approximate statement only (in 
time limited by the note for reply), which is presumed to be substan- 
tially correct. One of the brigades of this division is a.t Eeady viile and 
another at Cripple Creek, and it is impossible to communicate with 
them without the lapse of some hours. 

General Palmer has been absent since the 31st ultimo, and may have 
such statement among his private papers, which I have not examined. 

The following, 1 think, nearly correct. It is as near as can be arrived 
at from figures here : 


Brigades. 

Commanding officers. 

Effective strength 
December 31. 

Effective strength 
January 2. 

Firsti Tt 

General Cruft 

1,207 
1,385 
1, 768 

801 
976 
1, 139 

r1 ........... 

Colonel Hazen 

Xhird 

Colonel Grose 

Total r 


4,360 

2, 915 




A more accurate statement can be furnished upon giving time to 
regimental commanders. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, yours, &c., 

CHAELES CEUET, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding* 

C. Goddard, Lieut Col and Asst Adjt Oen. 


Ko. 124. 

Eeportof Surg. James B. Armstrong^ Thirty-first Indiana Infantry^ Acting 

Brigade Surgeon* 

Headquarters First Brigade, 

Hospital Second Division, January 9, 1863. 
Dear Sir : I have the honor to forward to you the following report 
of casualties of the First Brigade in the late battle near Murfreesborough, 
Tenn. : 


Command. 

1 

d 

1 


5 

46 


13 

52 


1 

81 


17 

72 


86 

201 


But see revised statement, p. 21^. 
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I cannot close this report without' mentioning the names of Surg. E. 
H. Tipton, of the Ninetieth Ohio, Asst. Surgs. James E. Cox, of the Sec- 
ond Kentucky, and John Dickson, of the First Kentucky, who were reg- 
ularly detailed as assistant operative surgeons in the hospital of the 
Second Division, and who most cheerfully performed their entire duty, 
aiding and assisting the wounded in all cases of emergency, and assist- 
ing in all the grave* operations necessary to the relief of the wounded. 
Their untiring exertion, as well as great care and judgment in their 
duty, require an honorable mention to be made of them. 

Perhaps it is inappropriate, yet I do not feel willing to close this brief 
report without mentioning the name of our superior surgeon in charge 
of this hospital — Surg. M. G. Sherman, acting medical director Second 
Division — whom I cannot make too high mention of for his high medi’cal 
knowledge as a skillful surgeon and careful operator, ever ready and 
willing at ail times, day and night, to render any service in his power 
to aid and comfort the wounded and dying. Indeed, it is not saying too 
much when I say, never have I seen a physician and surgeon more at- 
tentive to his duty, and, without exception, he has rendered entire satis- 
faction to all. He has endeared himself by the most tender ties to both 
patients and surgeons, and we shall ever feel grateful that he was in 
charge of this hospital during this most trying time. 

Excuse the great brevity of this report, as time is precious, and we 
are yet very, very busy in the performance of our many duties to the 
afflicted. 

With the most profound respect, I am, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, &c., 

J. B. AEMSTEONG, 

Actg. Brigade Surg.^ 1st Bpg.^ 2d Army of the Cumherland. 

Brig. Gen. Ohakles Crxjet, 

First Brigade. 


No. 125. 

Report of Gol. John Osborn, Thirty-first Indiana Infantry, includmg sMr- 
mish at La Vergne, December 26. 

Hdqrs. Thirty-first Eegiment Indiana Volunteers, 
Gamp near Miirfreesborongh, Tenn., January 7, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor of submitting to you the following report 
of the part this regiment participated in in the late action with the rebel 
army before Murfreesborough, commencing December 26, 1862, at the 
town of La Vergne, and ending before Murfreesborough January 3, 
1863 : 

On the morning of December 26, when the United States forces were 
put in motion, our regiment was on picket duty some 6 miles southeast 
of Nashville. Before the pickets could be called in, and the regiment 
in line of march, the brigade to which they belonged was some 4 miles 
in advance. The regiment had a very fatiguing march through mud 
and rain. In passing the forces we had to take the fields: that made 
the march more arduous. 

At 3 p, m. we joined the brigade 1 mile west of La Vergne. We were 
ordered^to the advance, the First Kentucky Eegiment on the right and 
our regiment on the left, the Second Kentucky Eegiment and the 
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Ifmetieth Ohio Eegiment our support. We were ordered across a fia ld 
to a woods to the left of the Murficeesborough road. Shortly after we 
had taken our position, the enemy commenced throwing shell into the 
woods. We immediately sent out two companies (E and K), and de- 
ployed them as skirmishers in advance of our line, and moved on the 
enemy in line. After advancing about 1 mile, we came in reach of the 
enemy’s rifles. They opened a heavy fire from their rifles and two pieces 
of artillery, which overreached our line. Our men rushed forward with 
a shout, which caused the enemy to leave in great confusion. 

We remained in this position nntil dark. We then moved a short 
distance to the right and bivouacked for the night. 

Both officers and men conducted themselves with coolness and bravery, 
without receiving any injury whatever. 

The next day we moved forward in line of battle, which was continued 
from day to day until the evening of December 29. We arrived at night- 
fall within a few miles of Murfreesborough, our brigade filing to the 
right of Murfreesborough pike about one-quarter of a mile, when we 
bivouacked for the night. Nothing occurred during the night, except 
heavy skirmishing in our front. 

Early on the morning of December 30, 1862, we were ordered forward 
to the front of the grove in which we were bivouacked, which order was 
promptly executed, our regiment on the right and the Second Kentucky 
on our left, the Ninetieth Ohio supporting the Second Kentucky and 
the First Kentucky supporting our regiment. Upon arriving at this 
position, I was ordered by you to report to Colonel Sedgewick, of the 
Second Kentucky, whom you informed me would command the front 
line. I was ordered to deploy two companies in front of our line as 
skirmishers, connecting with a like corps from General Negley’s divis- 
ion on the right, and the Second Kentucky on the left, which was imme- 
diately done by sending out Companies C and E. Before our lines were 
established the enemy opened on us a brisk fire of shell and ball, which 
continued all day, the balls of the enemy’s sharpshooters reaching our 
lines. 

About 4 o’clock in the evening we were ordered to advance our line 
to suppor,t a battery, which was done, and we remained in that position 
during the night, Companies A, B, I, D, and H relieving alternately 0 
and E as skirmishers. 

Early on the morning of the Slst we were again ordered to move our 
lines forward, which was done. Shortly after, our skirmishers were 
driven in by the enemy, our men reserving their fire nntil all their com- 
rades had joined the line. 

At this time a heavy force of the enemy appeared in our front, in an 
open field on a piece of rising ground, when they opened a severe fire 
upon our line, which was returned with a steady nerve by our men, 
which soon made them fall back. In a few moments they again re- 
turned to the crest of the field and attempted to charge our line, but the 
steady nerve of our boys and their deadly aim caused them again to 
retire. Our men getting short of ammunition, the First Kentucky Eeg- 
iment came to our aid, and, passing our line, followed the enemy up 
into the field ; but the heavy force of the enemy in front, and the regi- 
ment being exposed to a cross-fire from the enemy’s battery, they were 
compelled to fall biick with considerable loss. Our regiment remained 
in its former position, and held their fire until their Kentucky friends 
had passed to the rear. They again, with the coolness of veterans, 
poured another volley into the lines of the enemy, thinning their ranks, 
and making them the third time fall back to their former hiding place. 



534 


KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA.^ AND SW. VA. [Chap. SXXn. 

In a short time the enemy changed their point of attack, and ap- 
peared in great force on the left of our brigade and on the right, between 
our regiment and General NTegley^s forces. Both our right and left 
falling back, I was forced to order the regiment to fall back. The men 
obeying the order so reluctantly, and our left being so far turned before 
orders to fall back were received, caused our list of missing to be so 
large. We were also exposed to a cross-fire of the enemy’s artillery. 

Our regiment occupied the front line from the morning of the 30th 
until 11 a. m. on the 31st, with the exception of a few moments, when the 
First Kentucky occupied the front. The brigade, falling back through 
a dense growth of cedar, became scattered somewhat, but were formed 
again in line ready for any emergency. 

Kext morning (January 1) the regiment, with the brigade, took a 
position farther to the left, as a reserve. 

January 2, the regiment again took a front position, sending out Com- 
pany F as skirmishers, and during this day they laid in rifle-pits, ex- 
posed to a terrific fire from the enemy^s artillery. Late in the evening 
Lieutenant-Colonel Smith and Oapt. J. T. Smith, acting majox', with Gen- 
eral Palmer, led them in a splendid charge on the enemy, cleaning out 
a piece of woods occupied by them in force, both officers and men acting 
heroically, to the entire satisfaction of the brave general. I herewith 
send you a list of casualties.* 

I cannot close this report without calling your attention to the gallant 
conduct of the officers under my command during the action. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Smith was always on the alert, cheering the men, passing 
along the line of skirmishers and the regiment ; wherever duty called 
him, there be was during the whole engagement. Captain Smith, acting 
major, was always at his post, calm and collected, cheering the men and 
directing them where to strike the hardest blow. Captain Hallowell, 
acting adjutant, was always on duty, visiting the outposts and cheering 
the men, and where the balls flew thickest he appeared the oftenest. 
Captain Waterman, of Company A — I cannot speak too highly of his 
bravery. When one of his men fell, ho picked up his gun and nobly 
kept it still in use. Captains Keff, of Company D, and Grimes, of Com- 
pany G, were alwaj^s at their posts, discharging their whole duty. 
Lieutenants Pickins, of Company B; Bay, of Company 0;^ Scott, of 
Company E; Lease, of Company F; Brown, of Company H; Pike, of 
Company I, and Hager, of Company K, were in command of their re- 
spective companies during the whole action, and conducted themselves 
like old veterans, cheering their men and directing them to fire with 
deliberation. 

Lieutenant Ford, of Company A, after the regiment fell back, on the 
morning of the 31st, after Captain Waterman was missing, took com- 
mand of his company, and nobly imitated the gallant conduct of his 
veteran captain. Lieutenants Clark, of Company D ; Hatfield, of Com- 
pany H ; Brown, of Company F ; Fielding, of Obmpany B j Koddy and 
MePhetridge, of Company G, and Haviland, of Company B, were at 
their plact^s throughout the whole action, vying with each other in 
noble deeds of valor. 

Assistant Surgeon Morgan was ever attentive to his profession, close 
in the rear of the regiment ; close thereby he established his hospital, 
and refused to leave the wounded soldiers, but nobly remained with 
them, suffering himself to be taken prisoner rather than leave them to 
suffer. The same is also true in regard to Dr.' McKinney, hospital stew- 
ard, who wa^s also taken prisoner. 


’^Embodied in revised statement, p. 212, 
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I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of Sergeant-Major 
ISToble, who gallantly buckled on the cartridge-box and took a rifle, and 
was in the front rank of the line dealing out lead pills for the secesh. 
Sergeant Douglass, of Company K, who was discharging the duties of 
a lieutenant, was active in leading his brave men to the post of honor. 
And, indeed, it is not necessary for me to speak of individuals; every 
commissioned officer and non-commissioned officer and private of my 
command did his whole duty, without an exception, as did all the 
officers and men that came under my notice of the entire brigade. 

Brigadier-General Cruft was at his post, ever watchful of his command, 
fearing no danger where duty called him ; frequently riding along the 
line, waving his hat and cheering his command in the hottest of the 
contest. 

Of the few killed on the field, three were of the color-guard. 

JOHN OSBORN, 

Colonel, Gonidg. Thirty-first Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 

Capt. W. H. Fairbanks, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 126. 

Report of Col. David A. JSnyart, First Kentuehy Infantry, ineluding 
slcirmish at Da Vergne, December 26.* 

Hdqes. First Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, 

Camp near Murfreeshorougli, Tenn., January 8, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to make the following report of the 
operations of the First Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry during 
the late engagement : 

Pursuant to orders we left our camp, near Nashville, on the morning 
of the 26th ultimo, and proceeded toward Murffeesborough on the direct 
road. Arriving within 1 mile of La Vergne about 4 o’clock that evening, 
a considerable force of the enemy were discovered on the left of the 
road, and the First Brigade, Second Division, left wing, was ordered to 
operate against them. General Cruft ordered the First Kentucky to 
the front, and after considerable skirmishing with the enemy we charged 
and drove him across the creek into the woods near the town, with a loss 
of 2 men wounded. 

The position thus gained was picketed and held during the night by 
the First Kentucky Regiment. Soon after dark a force of the enemy’s 
cavalry attacked the left of our picket line, but were repulsed by Com- 
panies I and C, losing 1 man wounded. 

On the 27th ultimo the regiment marched with the division as far as 
Stewart’s Creek, where we bivouacked until the moniing of the 29th; 
we then moved forward slowly and bivouacked about 2J miles from 
Murffeesboi’ough. 

On the 30th, the regiment was assigned its position in line of battle, 
being on the right of the second line of the brigade, the brigade (Gen- 
eral Cruft’s) being on the right of the division (General Palmer’s), and 
of General Crittenden’s command. The Ninetieth Ohio was on our left, 
and the Thirty-first Indiana on our front in the first line. We lay on 
■our arms during the day. , -v-r , , 

On the morning of the Slst ultimo, about 8 o’clock, General Negley’s 
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division took position on onr right, and soon after the engagement 
commenced on our right wing. About 9 o’clock our front was hard 
pressed, and the brigade moved forward, the first line to the edge of 
the woods and the First Kentucky to support Standards battery. The 
right of our army was being driven back, and the engagement was 
getting warm in our front, when General Cruft ordered the First Ken- 
tucky to move forward, and march over the Thirty-first Indiana into the 
corn-field, 300 yards in front of them, where we were exposed to the 
fire of two pieces of artillery, supported by a regiment of infantry, about 
100 yards distant, and directly on our left flank. 

Our position here was in advance of that held by any other regiment 
in the army. Being in danger of being cut off by a heavy column of 
the enemy advancing on our right, we retired in good order to the 
woods, where we took a new position behind a fence. We remained 
here but a short time, when the brigade fell baek through the woods 
slowly and reformed on the road. 

About 12 o’clock we were ordered forward to the support of a bat- 
tery 5 remaining there but half an hour, the brigade was moved to the 
railroad, and in the evening formed a new line in rear of the division, 
where we lay during the night. 

On the morning of the 1st instant we were again moved to the left 
to a new position, our left resting on the bank of Stone’s Eiver. About 
noon we were ordered farther to the left, to support Captain Swallow’s 
battery, which was posted on an eminence. Here the regiment remained 
during the night. 

On the 2d we threw up a breastwork of rails and stones, behind 
which we remained during the attempt of the enemy to turn the left of 
our line. After the signal defeat of the enemy at this point, we were 
ordered forward by General Cruft, until, coming in range of a battery 
of the enemy, we lay down until the fire had ceased. It being dark 
and nothing further to do, we retired to our former position, where we 
remained until the 4th instant. 

A fuUer and more definite report of the operations of the regiment 
will be made hereafter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. A ENYAKT, 

Golonelj Commanding First Kentucky Volunteer Infantry. 


ISfo. 127. 

Report of Col. Thomas T>, SedgewieJe^ Second Kcntnelnf Infantry^ including 
skirmish at La Vergne, Fecemher 20. 

Headquarters Second Kentucky Volunteers, 

Camp near Murfreeshorough, Tenn.^ January 18, 1803. 

Bear Sir; In compliance with orders, I have the honor herewith to 
submit a report of the part taken by the Second Kentucky Eegiment in 
the operations before Murfreesboroiigh, from December 20, 1862, to Jan- 
uary 4, 1863, and also my report as commander of the front line of the 
First Brigade, composed of the Second Kentucky Eegiment and Thirty- 
first Indiana, forming the extreme advance of the Second Division in 
the action of December 31, 1862. 

Leaving our camps beyond Kashville on the morning of December 
26, 1862, the brigade being the advance of the division, the division 
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forming the advance of the left wing, my regiment, being the advance 
of the brigade, was deployed as skirmishers on each side of the road. 
This position was observed until we arrived within 1 mile of La Yergne, 
when, meeting with an obstinate resistance from the enemy’s artillery 
and infantry, our cavalry and several regiments of infantry were sent 
forward, who drove the enemy from his ground. Here we bivouacked 
for the night. 

On the morning of the 27th, we took our position in the line of march, 
and in the evening bivouacked on Stewart’s Greek, remaining in said 
position until the morning of the 29th, when I was placed in command 
of the Second Kentucky and Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, acting as 
reserve to the Third Brigade, in the general advance, in line toward 
Murfreesborough. 

Arriving within 3 miles of Murfreesborough, we halted for the night, 
and on the morning of the 30th the brigade moved to a position about 
half a mile to the right of the pike. The two regiments under my com- 
mand were thrown forward in the extreme advance of the division, in 
a cedar wood, and fronting an extensive open field, in which the enemy 
had thrown up upon commanding crests two rows of rifle-pits, and placed 
in position and embrasures two batteries. 

Upon onr right my front line skirmishers were supported by General 
Kegley’s division, and upon the left by Colonel Grose, commanding 
Third Brigade of our division. 

Upon the crest of the first hill, immediately in front of and about 209 
yards distant from my front line, the enemy had posted a number of 
sharpshooters, who annoyed us considerably during the day. 

This position I determined to take, and, with General Cruft’s consent, 
I strengthened my skirmishers and advanced toward that point, driv- 
ing the enemy from it. The skirmishers of General Kegley kept up the 
alignment and support on the right, but, through some misunderstand- 
ing, or otherwise, we had no support on the left, and during the night 
the enemy, being re-enforced, advanced and drove my outposts (holding 
this commanding and important position) back some 26 yards. This 
position, which would have been of immense advantage to us on the 
succeeding day, could not have been held or regained by the First Bri- 
gade (without the support on the left) without bringing on a sharp and 
unwished-lbr engagement. 

On the morning of the 31st, the entire line of General Negley, im- 
mediately upon our right, became seriously engaged, and at 8 a. m. I 
received'the command from you to move forward. I pushed forward 
the skirmishers until they had driven the enemy from and gained the 
crest of the second hill in our front; the front line of the brigade moved 
forward to a fence at the edge of the woods and at the foot of the first 
hill. At this juncture I found that the skirmishers and front line of 
General Kegley’s division had fallen back to a point in our rear, and 
that those on the left had come to a halt, and were engaged 200 yards 
in my rear. 

By ibis time the enemy commenced emerging in heavy force from the 
woods in our front and on the right, and advanced in column, driving 
my skirmishers back to the front line. They moved forward in splendid 
• style until they reached the crest of the first hill in our front, there halted, 
and delivered a well-directed volley full ux>on us. Captain Standart’s 
battery immediately on my right, and my two regiments in front, simul- 
taneously opened upon them, anu with such eflect that tljeir front line 
gave way and fled to the rear; another line was forced up to the same 
position only to share the same fate; again fresh troops were advanced 
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to the same point in the most perfect order. They planted their colors 
in the ground, and then extended their line by deploying to the right 
and left. The entire line threw themselves upoh the ground and at 
once opened upon us and kept up a murderous fire. Htw. I reported 
the position of affairs in the front to General Cruft, and, in obedience to 
his order, hastened to the left, where I found that our support on the 
left had fallen back to a point near half a mile in the rear and farther 
to the left. In returning to report to the general, I discovered that Gen- 
eral Negley’s entire line had apparently given way, and his troops, 
artillery and infantry, were then hurrying through the woods in our 
rear to some point on the left, thus leaving our entire right fiank open 
and unprotected. 

Our position at this moment was one of great peril and danger. The 
enemy having driven hack the brigade on our left, and gained posses- 
sion of the high grounds around the burnt house, had there posted a 
battery, one section of which was turned on our position, hurling with 
fearful accuracy perfect showers of grape and shell. On the right they 
had pressed closely upon the retiring forces of General iTegley, and had 
gained a point within 150 yards of our position, when Cai>tain Standart, 
wheeling one section of his battery to the right, opened upon them with 
such effect that they were checked, but immediately opened upon our 
position a terrible fire of musketry. 

Meanwhile their batteries and infantry in our front kept up an inces- 
sant firing. Thus we were completely exposed to an enfilading fire of 
artillery and musketry, rendering our position untenable, and our cap- 
ture or annihilation almost certain if we remained. The men, however, 
stood up nobly, preventing several different attempts to gain our posi- 
tion from the front. At this moment I was informed that the Second 
Kentucky and Thirty-first Indiana, who had for over two hours held 
their position at the fence, fighting against superior numbers, had nearly 
exhausted their ammunition. I immediately informed General Cruft of 
the fact, and also of our situation in the front and on the flanks, and 
asked permission to withdraw. He refused, saying that it was neces- 
sary for us to hold our position, in order to protect the retreat of Gen-- 
eral Kegley’s artillery. I immediately went forward and relieved the 
Second Kentucky at the fence by the Ninetieth Ohio, the Thirty-first In- 
diana being relieved by the First Kentucky. The passage of lines by 
the advancing and retiring regiments was executed in the most perfect 
manner and in good order. 

By the time the line had again been formed at the fence, the enemy, 
re-enforced, were pressing steadily forward on our flanks, and a force, 
eight columns deep, was advancing directly to our front. The First 
Kentucky sprang over the fence and advanced to meet them, but after 
delivering several volleys was forced to fall back to the fence. Here 
this regiment and the Ninetieth Ohio kept them in check. I x*eturued to 
the rear line, and found that all efforts to obtain a fresh supply of am- 
munition for the Second Kentucky and Thirty -first Indiana had proved 
fruitless. I informed the general of the fact, and also that it was im- 
possible for the two regiments, then hotly engaged in the front, to hold 
their position against such odds. 

He again sent me to see the situation on our left and in the rear. I * 
found the Second Brigade still holding their ground far in our rear, and 
one brigade of Negley’s division formed in line facing immediately to 
our rear, and firing at the enemy, who appeared to be advancing in that 
direction. Of these facts and our isolated position I informed General 
Cruft, when he reluctantly gave me the order to have the brigade fall 
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slowly back. After returning? through the woods about 200 yards, I 
took command of my regiment, which was then reformed and faced to 
the front, and again advanced ; but, having little support, and seeing 
the enemy advancing in strong bodies, I determined to withdraw and 
rejoin the brigade. 

Just here I was informed that three pieces of artillery, belonging to 
Negley’s division, had been abandoned, in the woods some 400 yards to 
my right, and were about falling into the hands of the enemy. I imme- 
diately moved my regiment by the flank double-quick to the spot, and, 
having cut the traces, I brought them off in safety ; and, placing them 
out of danger, I rejoined the brigade, which was formed on the railroad, 
in rear of former position. 

The brigade remained near this place until 4 a. m. next morning, when 
we were advanced farther to the front, where we remained but a short 
time, when we returned to our former position. 

After daylight my regiment moved with the brigade to a position 
farther to the left, where we remained until the afternoon, when we were 
moved still farther to the left, near Stoners Eiver, to the support of 
Swallow’s battery. Here we built small breastworks in our front and 
around the guns of the batterj^, and remained in an exposed condition, 
amid the rain, until the evening of January 3. 

During the severe battle of that day on the left, my regiment was 
exposed to a terrible fire from the enemy’s batteries, which had engaged 
those of Swallow and Parsons, which the brigade was supporting. 
Here I had 1 man mortally wounded by the explosion of a shell. 

From that time to date we have participated with the brigade in all 
its movements. From the time our forces left Kashville up to this date 
my regiment has been in the advance, never in reserve ; and on all occa- 
sions, and under all circumstances, both men and officers have performed 
nobly and heroically the task allotted them. 

In the action on the 31st, and during the fight on January 2, soldiers 
never displayed more undaunted courage than those of the Second Ken- 
tucky. Those that live are heroes, every one ; those that died are mar- 
tyrs to their country’s cause, 

Lieut. Ool. Warner Spencer, Maj. J, E. Hurd, and Capt. A. J. M. 
Browne deserve special mention and commendation for their gallantry 
and daring. In fact, every officer of the regiment is deserving of the 
greatest praise. Colonel Osborn, Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, and Cap- 
tain Hallo well, of the Thirty-first Indiana Volunteer^, merit great praise 
for the manner in which they discharged their various duties during the 
action of the 31st.’^ 

RECAPITULATION OF CASUALTIES. 

Killed 8 

Mortally wounded 

Seriously wounded 30 

Slightly wounded 

Missing 

Total 

Nine woandod were taken prisoners. 

1 have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

T. D. SEDGEWIOK, 
Colonel Second Kentucky Volunteers, 

Capt. W. H. Eairbanks, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Nominal list omitted. 
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ISo. 128. 

■ Beport of Col Isaac N. Boss, MneUeth Ohio Infantry. 

Camp near Mxtrfbeesborodg-h, Tenn., 

January 8, 1863. 

Sir: I herewith furnish a report of the part taken by the ISTine- 
tieth Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, First Brigade, Second, Divis- 
ion, left wing of the Army of the Cumberland, in the series of move- 
ments beginning with the crossing of Stewart’s Creek on Monday, De- 
cember 29, 1862, and closing with the final repulse of the enemy on 
Saturday, January 3, 1863. 

Monday forenoon the regiment moved across Stewart’s Creek, on the 
Murfreesborough pike, deployed to the right of the pike, and formed in 
double columns, closed at half distance, in the rear of the Second Ken- 
tucky Eegiment and on the left of the First Kentucky Eegiment. It 
then moved parallel with the pike, and met no resistance during the day. 

Monday night it bivouacked within 3 miles of Murfreesborough, still 
to the right of the pike, and nothing worthy of notice occurred during 
the night, 

Tuesday morning the regiment moved by the right flank into a cedar 
forest still farther to the right of the pike, and took position, the Thirty- 
first Indiana and Second Kentucky Eegiments forming the first line, 
while the Ninetieth Ohio, with the First Kentucky on the right, formed 
the second line, about 150 paces in the rear, The regiment maintained 
this position during the day, and was frequently under the fire of shells. 

Tuesday night it bivouacked in the same position and in line of battle. 

Wednesday morning, about 8- o’clock, the battle opened all along the 
right wing with both cannonading and musketry, with indications that 
our forces were being pressed back. About 10 o’clock the brigade 
moved forward in the order previously named j the Ninetieth Ohio 
being ordered to support the Second Kentucky, in case it needed assist- 
ance, and immediately the front line was engaged with the enemy. 
Firing continued to increase in rapidity and fierceness until the Second 
Kentucky sent back word that they needed support, when the Ninetieth 
Ohio was ordered forward on double-quick. It moved to the front, and 
was immediately engaged with the enemy, who appeared in great force, 
with two batteries planted within 150 yards of our position, which raked 
us with grape and canister. 

In noticing the movements of the enemy, I observed him massing a 
heavy force behind a large house in our Iront and left, and i>reparing to 
plant a battery in the same. position, and I also observed that our sup- 
port on the left had given way. After consulting with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Eippey, I determined to report the situation of aliairs to Brig- 
adier-General Cruft, commanding the brigade, who was on the field, and 
asked support. Eeceiving no support, I immediately returne<l to the 
regiment and ordered it to fall back, having maintained our position 
until the enemy, in overwhelming masses, were within at least 25 yards 
of us. 

The regiment now fell back in considerable disorder through the cedar 
forest, in which it held position in the morning, to the railroad, where 
it rallied, and formed on the left of the brigade, supporting a battery. 
This position it maintained until dark, when the engagement closed. 
It then moved with the brigade to the right, toward the pike, and 
bivouacked for the night 
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Thursday morning it moved to the left of the railroad and lay in line 
of battle all day, during which time it was exposed to the enemy’s artil^ 
lery, which frequently sent shell and shot into our ranks. The same 
day the brigade was moved forward to a small eminence, where it 
formed the advance line of battle, and supported the batteries which 
had taken position here. The regiment was on the right of the brigade. 
About 9 o’clock that evening it was moved back into a skirt of woods, 
where it bivouacked for the night. 

Friday morning, at 7 o’clock, we moved to the same position, and in 
the same order of the day previous. Sere we threw up a hasty breast- 
work, the enemy firing a scattering shell into our ranks until about 
11 a. in., when he opened a fierce cannonade, which lasted about an 
hour. 

About 4 o’clock that evening the enemy attacked our position in great 
fury, with both musketry and artillery, manifestly endeavoring to turn 
our left. The regiment held its position on the right of the brigade, 
behind the breastworks, which formed a protection from the enemy’s 
shot and shell, which fell now in abundance all around ns and once 
drove our artillery to the rear. Many of the shells struck our works, 
but none of the regiment were wounded. 

Just before dark the brigade was ordered to fix bayonets and charge 
across the plain and clear a wood, in our front, of the enemy. This 
charge was made in gallant style, and for its behavior during this 
movement the Ninetieth received the thanks of the division com- 
mander. After dark the regiment returned to the position it had 
occupied during the day, and there remained all night. The charge 
just mentioned was the closing operation of the day’s work. 

All day Saturday the regiment was held in the same position until 
late at night, when it moved into a skirt of woods just in the rear of 
its former position. 

It W'as not again brought into action, but held the position in the 
wood all day Sunday, wh^en the information came that the enemy had 
evacuated Murfreesborough. 

Where there was a general efiibrt to perform their duty, it would be 
difficult to designate individual acts of bravery ; yet I would say of the 
field officers that Lieut. Ool. C. H. Eippey was at his post during the 
series of engagements, doing his whole duty, and doing it well. Maj. 
S. N. Yeoman was also at his post, cheering on the men and discharging 
his duty fully. 

With one or two exceptions, the line officers performed their duty in 
a iiraisoworthy manner. Some of them exposed themselves to great 
danger in their ofl:brts to save our artillery. Under the direction of 
Lieutenants Rains and Grow, a piece of artillery that had been aban- 
doned was brought off the field in the very face of the enemy, and 
delivered to Captain Standart. Lieutenant Welch was wounded early 
in the engagement of Wednesday; Lieutenant Rains was injured by 
the concussion of a ball, but kept the field during that day; Captain 
Rowe and Lieutenants Baker and Selby were also wounded in the 
same action, while Captain Perry and Lieutenant Cook were taken 

prisoners. _ , , xu 

In all the movements of the regiment the general commanffing the 
brigade was present on the field, and, better than myself, can judge of 
its efficiency and the manner of its behavior during the entire series of 

engagements. ■vr. x.- xi. 

The following is a list of the killed and wounded m the Ninetieth 
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Eegiment in the recent battles of December 31, 1802, and January 2, 
1863.* The regiment went into this engagement with about 300 men, 
and came out with 176. 

The foregoing report is respectfully submitted. 

I. N. BOSS, 

Colonel, Commanding Ninetieth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 
Oapt. W. H. Faiebanks, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 129. 

R^orts of Col. ’William B. Hasen, Forty-first Ohio Infantry, command- 
ing Second Brigade, including skirmishes on the Jefferson pike, near 
Stewart’s Creek Bridge, December 27. 

Headquaetees Nineteenth Beigade, 

Stewart’s Creek, December 28, 1862. 

My Deae General: We found the enemy, about 300 strong, after 
leaving the main pike, about 1 mile. After getting them fairly started, 
iny cavalry (90 strong) were directed to pursue at full speed, not giving 
them time to form. This was done, and a general stampede effected of 
all across the creek. They, by that time, had five times my cavalry 
force. As soon as my artillery arrived, they shelled them vigorously, 
driving them far beyond range. We made several prisoners, killed an 
ofiScer, and lost 3 prisoners. Had I had a regiment of cavalry, I would 
have captured full 100. I have out now patrols in all directions, but 
nothing has been reported to me. 

From various remarks and inquiries, made by the people here, I am of 
the opinion that Hardee is somewhere on our flank, and had we any 
sufScient knowledge, advantage could be taken of it. I can, however, 
learn nothing with any degree of certainty. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. B. HAZEN, 

Colo7iel, Commanding at Stewart’s Creek. 

General Palmee, 

Commanding Second Division, Left Wing. 


Hdqes. 19th Brigade, Army or the Cumberland, 

Second Brigade, Second Division, Left Wing, 

Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of troops under my command since leaving Nashville, December 
26, 1862 : 

The Nineteenth Brigade, which I have commanded since its organiza- 
tion in January, 1862, is now composed as follows : The Sixth Kentucky 
Volunteers, Col. Walter C. Whitaker; the Ninth Indiana Volunteers, 
Col. William H. Blake ; the One hundred and Tenth Illinois Volunteers, 
Col. Thomas S. Casey, and the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. Col. 

‘Nominal list, omitted, shows 17 killed, 70 wounded, and 37 missing. But see 
revised statement, p. 212. 
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Aquila Wiley, and upon leaving Nasliville numbered an effective aggre- 
gate of 1,391, officers and men. 

Being summoned before tbe commission, then sitting for the investi- 
gation of the official course of Major-General Buell, I did not, until 
evening, join the brigade, which had marched to within 2 miles of La 
Vergne. Just before my arrival, two regiments of the brigade had 
been thrown forward to the right of the road into a dense cedar brake; 
and — as its temporary commander did not think it necessary to throw 
forward skirmishers — the flank w^as marched upon a force of the enemy, 
who, firing from under cover upon the head of the column, killed one of 
the Ninth Indiana, wounded another, and wounded two of the Sixth 
Kentucky. 

At 12 m., December 27, I was ordered to proceed, via the Jefferson 
pike, to Stewart’s Creek, and save, if possible, the bridge crossing it. 
Ninety cavalry, of the Fourth Michigan, under Captain Mix, were sent 
to me. I placed these under charge of my assistant inspector-general, 
Oapt. James McCleery, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, with directions 
to keep me thoroughly informed of all that transpired, and as soon as 
the advance of tbe enemy was started to put spurs to his troop, and not 
slack rein until the bridge was crossed. The distance did not exceed 5 
miles, and by disposing flankers, for perfect security, and urging the 
artillery and infantry to its fullest speed, I was enabled to keep within 
supporting distance all the time. 

The enemy was not 3 miles from the bridge, and, by closely following 
my directions, a steeple-chase was made of the whole affair, the rebel 
force amounting to full five to our one. By the time the bridge was 
reached they had formed upon the opposite side of the creek, but were 
soon dispersed by a few discharges from our artillery. 

In this affair we lost 1 cavalryman killed and 2 captured by the enemy. 
We took 10 prisoners, one of whom an officer, and killed 1 commissioned 
officer and several men. 

Too much credit cannot-be given to Captain McCleery, of my staff*, 
and Captain Mix, of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, for spirit and dar- 
ing in this affiiir. On reaching the bridge my little party were upon 
the heels of the fugitives, and had they been armed with sabers, in place 
of rifles, by slashing upon their rear the rout would have been pushed 
to a panic. 

On the 29th, I was ordered across to the Nashville and Murfreesborough 
pike, and, joining the division, proceeded to within 3 miles of Murfrees- 
borough. 

On the night of the 30th, the brigade was ordered to the front line, to 
relieve the Tenth Brigade. 

This position we held at the commencement of the general action of 
the 31st, and it deserves special notice. It was in a cotton-field, 2J 
miles from Murfreesborough, on the place of Mr. Cowan, the line being 
at right angles with the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, the left 
resting on the pike at a point about 500 yards toward Nashville, from 
the intersection of the pike with the Nashville and Chattanooga Eail- 
road. The railroad and pike at this point cross at a sharp angle. The 
position was utterly untenable, it being commanded by ground in all 
directions with covers of wood, embankment, and palisading at good 
musket range in front, right, and left. My brigade w^as formed in two 
lines, tbe right resting against a skirt of woods, which, widening and 
extending to the right, gave concealment to the Twenty-second Brigade, 
which was adjacent to mine, and, farther on, the entire division of Negley, 
On the left of the pike was Wagner’s brigade, of Wood’s division. The 



544 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. LChap. XXXIL 

Sixth. Kentucky and Forty-first Ohio were in the front line, the Sixth 
being on the right and the Forty -first on the left. The Ninth Indiana 
and One hundred and tenth Illinois were in the second line, the Ninth 
being on the right and the One hundred and tenth on the left. 

A fierce battle had commenced at daylight on our right, and pro- 
gressed with ominous changes of position until about 8.30 a. m., when 
it could no longer be doubted that our entire right was being driven 
around in rear to a position nearly at right angles to its proper line. At 
this moment authority was given to move forward to seize the com- 
manding positions in front, and the burnt house of Mr. Cowan. The 
line advanced about 20 yards, when orders were given to face to the 
rear, the necessity of which was apparent, the enemy having by this 
time pushed forward quite to our rear. He at the same moment broke 
cover over the crest in front, at double-quick in two lines. I faced my 
two right regiments to the rear, and, moving them into tlie skirt of 
woods, commenced to engage in that direction. My two left regiments 
were retired some 50 yards, and moved to the left of the pike to take 
cover of a slight crest, and engaged to the front, the regiment of Wag- 
ner’s brigade occupying that ground (the Fortieth Indiana, Colonel 
Blake) having fallen much to the rear of it. 

The enemy had by this time taken position about the burnt house, 
and the action became at my position terrific. The efforts of the enemy 
to force back my front and cross the cotton-field, out of which my troops 
had moved, were persistent, and were prevented only by the most un- 
flinching determination upon the part of the Forty-first Ohio and One 
hundred and tenth Illinois Volunteers to hold their ground to the last. 
All the troops of General Wood, posted on our left, except two regi- 
ments guarding a ford some distance to our left and rear, were with- 
drawn to repel the assault upon the right, so that the Nineteenth Bri- 
gade was the extreme left of the army. 

Upon this point, as a pivot, the entire army oscillated from front to 
rear the entire day. The ammunition of the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers 
was by this time nearly exhausted, and my efforts to replenish were up 
to this time fruitless. I dispatched word to the rear that assistance 
must be given, or we must be sacrificed, as the position I held could not 
be given up, and gave orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Wiley to fix his bay- 
onets and to Colonel Casey (without bayonets) to club his guns and 
hold the ground at all hazards, as it was the key of the whole left. The 
responses satisfied me that my orders would be obeyed so long as any 
of those regiments were left to obey them. 1 now brought over the 
Ninth Indiana from the right, and immediately posted it to relievo the 
Forty-firk Ohio Volunteers. 

It is proper to state here that, in advancing to this position under a 
galling fire, a cannon-shot passed through the ranks of the Ninth Indi- 
ana, carrying death with it, and the ranks were closed without checking 
a step. The Forty-first Ohio Volunteers retired with its thin ranks in as 
perfect order as on parade, cheering for the cause and crying for ammu- 
nition. 

A few discharges from the fresh regiments sufficed to check the foe, 
who drew out of our range, and at 9.30 lull and rest came acceptably 
to our troops upon the left, their advance upon the right having also 
been checked. 

At about 10 a. m. another assault was made by the enemy, in several 
lines, furiously upon our front, succeeding in pushing a strong column 
past the burnt house, covered by the palisading, to the wood occupied 
by the Twenty-second Brigade and the Sixth Kentucky. All of our 
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troops occupying these woods now fell back, exposing my right flank 
and threatening an assault from this point that would sweep away our 
entire left. General Palmer seeing this danger, and knowing the im- 
portance of this position, sent the Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, Colo- 
nel Jones, and a fragment of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, under Captain 
W oodward, to my support. I posted these with the Forty-first Ohio Vol- 
unteers, with the left of the line resting upon the Ninth Indiana, and 
extending to the right and rear, so as to face the advancing column. 
It was a place of great danger, and our losses were here heavy, includ- 
ing the gallant Colonel Jones, of the Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers : 
but with the timely assistance of Parsons’ battery the enemy was 
checked, and the left again preserved from what appeared certain anni- 
hilation. 

The enemy now took cover in the wood, keeping up so destructive a 
fire as to make it necessary to retire behind the embankment of the 
railroad, which only necessitated the swinging to rear of my right, the 
left having been posted on it when the action commenced in the morn- 
ing. A sharp fight wa,s kept up from this position till about 2 p. m., 
when another assault in regular lines, suijported by artillery, was made 
upon this position iii force. This assault was resisted much more easily 
than the previous ones, there being now a large force of our artillery 
bearing upon this point. The enemy also extended his lines much far- 
ther to the left, causing something of a diversion of our troops in that 
dii'ection. The One hundredth Illinois, Colonel Bartleson, was sent to 
me by the general commanding the army, which was posted with the 
One hundred and tenth Illinois and Ninth Indiana, in line to the front, 
with the right resting on the railroad. Here, with a German regiment 
(I think the Second Missouri), these regiments fought the remainder of 
the day, the troops previously occupying this position retiring on the 
last approach of the enemy. 

A period of about one hour now ensued with but little infantry firing, 
but a murderous shower of shot and shell was rained from several direc- 
tions upon this position, which was covered by a thick growth of timber. 
A portion of Wood’s division, now commanded by General Hascall, was 
also posted in these woods, in rear of my troops. 

At about 4 p. m. the enemj'' again advanced upon my front in two 
lines. The battle had hushed, and the dreadful splendor of this advance 
can only be conceived, as all description must fall vastly short. His 
right was even with my left, and his left was lost in the distance. He 
advanced steadily, and, as it seemed, certainly to victory. I sent back 
all my remaining staff successively to ask for support, and braced up 
my own lines us perfectly as possible. The Sixth Kentucky had joined 
mo from the other side some time previously, and was posted just over 
the embankment of the railroad. They were strengthened by such frag- 
ments of troops as I could pick up until a good line was formed along 
the track, A portion of Sheridan’s division was also but a few hundred 
yards in rear, replenishing their boxes. A portion of General Hascall’s 
troops was also on the right of the railroad. 

The fire of the troops was held until the enemy’s right flank came in 
close range, when a single fire from my men was sufficient to disperse 
this portion of his line, his left passing far around to our right. This 
virtually ended the fight of the day. 

My brigade rested where it had tought, not a stone s throw from 
where it was posted in the morning, till withdrawn at dawn next day. 

The Sixth Kentucky was not under my immediate observation from 
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the first assault till late in the day, hut the portion of time it was with 
me ( and I have reason to believe at all other times) it fought unflinch- 
ingly, and is deserving of all praise. It repelled three assaults of a 
rebel brigade from the burnt house, endeavoring to reach the wood, and 
only retired when its ammunition was exhausted. Among its killed are 
Lieutenant- Colonel Cotton and Captain Todd, men possessing iu the 
highest degree the esteem and confidence of their brothers in arms, and 
who will be deeply lamented by a large circle of friends. 

The One hundred and tenth Illinois, a new regiment never before 
under fire, displayed that fearless courage one admires in veterans. Its 
losses from artillery were heavy. The NTinth Indiana and Forty-first 
Ohio maintained fully their well-known reputation of perfect discipline, 
dauntless courage, and general fighting qualities. Their steadiness 
under fire was incredible. The latter regiment was taken by its com- 
mander while resting, without orders, to repel an assault of the eneray^s 
cavalry upon our train, which object it effected and returned to its 
position. 

The casualties of this day were as follows : 



A large list also occurred among the other troops under my imme- 
diate control on the field, but they will be reported by their proper bri- 
gade commanders. I am under many obligations to the commanders 
of these troops (many of their names I do not know) for their implicit 
obedience to my orders, but particularly to Colonel Bartleson, of the 
One hundredth Illinois, for valuable seiwices. 

To the officers commanding regiments of this brigade too much con- 
sideration cannot be given, both by their commanding genei'als and 
their country. Besides the actual service rendered their country this 
day, such heroic and daring valor justly entitles these men to the pro- 
found respect of the people of the country. To them the commander 
of the brigade feels that he owes everything this day, as there were 
times when faltering upon their part would have been destruction to 
the left of the army. He owes the success of this day not only to proper 
conduct on the field, hut more to strict obedience to orders, and a manly 
co-operation in bringing this brigade to its present high state of efficiency 
and discipline, through constant care, labor, and study, for a period of 
over twelve months. This alone has insured this i>roud result. To 
Lieutenant-Colonel Suman also, of the Ninth Indiana, twice wounded, 
great credit is due for gallantry. 

Captain Cockerill, Battery F, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, showed, 
as he always has, great proficiency as an artillery officer. He was also 
severely wounded. Lieutenant Osburn, of the same battery, being at 
the rear to fill his caissons when the train was menaced, turned his 
pieces upon the enemy, and greatly assisted in dispersing them. 
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Lieutenant Parsons, of the Fourth U. S. Artillery, who was in the 
thickest of the fight near my position all day, is also deserving of the 
warmest consideration of the Government for the efficient manner in 
which his battery was maneuvered. 

To my staff, also, everything can be said in their praise. To Maj. E. 
L. Kimberly, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral 5 to Lieuts. William M. Beebe and B. B. Atwood, of the same regi- 
ment, aides-de-camp ; to Capt. L. A. Cole, Ninth Indiana, topograph- 
ical officer, for intelligently carrying orders and assisting to post troops, 
under a galling fire, the whole day; to Capt. James McCleery, Forty-first 
Ohio Volunteers, acting inspector-general, for assisting to bring for- 
ward ammunition even after being wounded; to Harry Morton, Sixth 
Kentucky, volunteer aide-de-camp, for similar service; to Lieut. F. D. 
Cobb, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting commissary of subsistence, 
for keeping me intelligently informed of what was transpiring beyond 
my immediate vision — all, for unqualified bravery, are deserving, as they 
have, my warmest thanks, and the consideration of the Government. " 

Dr. M. G. Sherman, Ninth Indiana, surgeon of the brigade, was acting 
medical director of the division, and removed from my immediate notice, 
yet I have reason to call favorable notice to this officer. 

Lieut. J. L. Chilton, Sixth Kentucky, acting brigade quartermaster in 
the absence of Captain Johnson, exercised great capacity in caring for 
and keeping from the enemy the train of the brigade. 

I am under many obligations to the general commanding the division 
for the confidence reposed in me in vesting with me the management 
of so important a portion of the field. By seizing the little crest occu- 
pied by my troops early in the morning, not exceeding 2 feet in height, 
and later the railroad embankment, hundreds of lives were saved, the 
strength of my brigade doubled, and the position successfully held. 
This will account for the smaller list of casualties than that of some 
brigades which did less fighting. 

I am happy to report, with some 20 miserable exceptions, no strag- 
gling in this brigade. 

The casualties of my personnel were as follows: The colonel command- 
ing the brigade was bruised by a ball upon the shoulder, and his horse 
was killed; Capt, James McCleery, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting 
inspector- general, shot through the leg; First Lieut. William M. Beebe, 
Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, aide-de-camp, wounded in the head, and 
horse shot; Capt. L. A. Cole, Ninth Indiana, topographical officer, 
slightly wounded in the foot; Orderly [Henry] Diedtrich, sergeant 
JB'ourth Kentucky Cavalry, mortally wounded, and horse shot, and 
Bugler Lehmann^ Sixth Kentucky, horse shot. 

Close observation of the conduct and character of our troops for the 
past few days has confirmed me in a long-settled belief that our army 
is borne down by a lamentable weight of official incapacity in regi- 
mental organizations. The reasonable expectations of the country can, 
in my opinion, never be realized until this incubus is summarily ejected, 
and young men of known military ability and faculty to command men, 
without regard to previous seniority, are put in their places. I^ saw 
upon the field company officers of over a year’s standing who neither 
had the power to or knowledge how to form their men in two ranks. 

On the 2d instant my brigade was ordered across the river to support 
Colonel Grose, commanding the Tenth Brigade, then in reserve to Gen- 
eral Van Cleve, whose division (the only^one on that side of the river) 
had been vigorously attacked by the enemy. I reached the field about 
4 p. m.; finding his entire division put to rout. The enemy had been 
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checked by Colonel Grose and a portion of Negley’s division, and the 
several batteries from the point occupied by General Cruft’s brigade. 
It was difficult to say which was running away the more rapidly, the 
division of Van Cleve to the rear, or the enemy in the opposite direction. 
I found myself in command of all the troops on that side of the river. 

Leaving three of my regiments in position as a reserve, I pushed for- 
ward with the portion of Colonel Grose’s brigade already moving, and 
the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, pursuing the enemy beyond all the 
ground occupied by our forces before the fight. I here formed the best 
line circumstances would admit of, the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers being 
the only regiment wholly in hand. The others were badly bi'oken ; the 
only idea of their officers seeming to be to push on pell-mell, which, if 
carried beyond the point occupied, might have resulted disastrously. I 
succeeded in checking the straggling to the front, with the aid of Colo- 
nel Grider, of the Mnth Kentucky, who came forward and performed 
this valuable service after his regiment had gone to the rear. 

1 was relieved by the fresh division of General Jefferson 0. Davis, 
who arrived, just at dark. When far advanced in the pursuit, a poi'tion 
of General Begley’s batteries, far in the rear, were firing on my line, 
and continued to (without damage) till an aide-de-camp was sent to ask 
that it be discontinued. 

After forming my advance line, a battery of the enemy, about 400 
yards in front, continued to fire upon us with great rapidity. I ordered 
the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers to fire one volley upon it. No more 
firing took place on either side, and the weakness of my line prevented 
my going farther. 

The next day three caissons and several dead men and horses were 
found at this point. It was in this fight that the famous rebel General 
Eoger W. Hanson was killed and General Adams was wounded, whether 
in their advance or retreat I never knew. 

First Lieut. F. D. Cobb, Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, acting aide-de- 
camp, comported himself with great gallantry on the field. Seizing the 
colors of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, that had been shot down, he galloped 
forward, rallying many stragglers, who, though going in the right direc- 
tion, were doing so inefficiently, and on their own account. 

My casualties in this action were slight, and, in all, since leaving Nash- 
ville^ are : 
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I would respectfully call the attention of the general commanding the 
division to accompanying reports of regimental commanders, and of 
Lieutenant Chilton, in charge of train ; also to explanatory sketch.* 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. B. HAZEN, 

Colonel^ Comdg. Second Second Biv.j Left Wing. 

Assistant Adjutant -General, 

Fourth Liv.j Army of the Cumberland^ Second JDiv.^ Left Wing. 


Not foun4t 
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B^ort of Siirg. Mason O. Sherman^ Ninth Indiana Infantry, Acting Bri- 
gade Surgeon. 


Hospital op Second Division, 

Left Wing, near Mtirfreeshorough. 

SiE : As brigade surgeon of your brigade, I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the casualties in the brigade during the several 
days’ fight before Murfreesborough ; 

One hundred and tenth Illinois : Killed, 7 ; wounded, 28 ; total, 35. 
Ninth Indiana Volunteers: Killed, 14; wounded, 93; total, 107. Sixth 
Kentucky : Killed, 12 ; wounded, 71 ; total, 83. Forty-first Ohio Vol- 
unteers: Killed, 17; wounded, 100; total, 117. The whole number 
killed in the brigade, 50; wounded, 292; total, 342.* 

In consequence of our hospital being nearer the battle-field than any 
other during the time of the engagement, oar hospital was necessarily 
crowded with hundreds of the wounded from other divisions, making 
our duties very responsible and laborious. 

And I cannot injustice submit this report without making honorable 
mention of all the medical ofBcers in your brigade. They hafe been 
untiring in their exertions, night and day, to relieve the suffering of all 
who came under their notice. After looking after the wounded in their 
respective regiments, they devoted their skill and attention cheerfully 
to others, relaxing no effort to make them comfortable. Their unwearied 
attention to duty during this engagement merits the esteem and con- 
fidence of all who know them. 


Very respectfully. 


M. G. SHEEMAN, 


Brigade Surgeon, Second, Brigade, Second Division, Left Wing. 


Col. W. D. HAZPiN, 

Ooinmanding Second Brigade, Left Wing. 


No. 131. 

Report of lAeut. John L. Chilton, Sixth Eentudlcy Infantry, Aoting Brigade 

Quartermaster. 

Camp near MupvPeeesboeough, Tenn., 

January 8, 1863. 

Dear Sir : In compliance with an order from you of this morning, 
I .herein subiriit to you a report of what transpired with the tram ot 
your brigade during the engagement near Murfreesborough, Tenn., on 

field Monday, December 30, 1802, at a late 
hour in the night. T parked the train near to, and on the left of, where 

1802, early in the morning, believing that 
the train was too near to what I supposed to be our line of battle, I 
moved the train to the left and rear of where the brigade had rested 
the night previous, a distance of about one-fourth of a ^ 

remained until the fight began on Wednesday, January 1. Soon after 


But SCO revised statement, p. 212. 
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the fight began I received an order from a lieutenant (whom I supposed 
to he an aide of General Eosecrans) to form the train into a hollow 
square. I had not more than completed the work before I received 
another order to move the train toward Stone’s Eiver, and to the rear of 
the left of our army ^ the several trains of the army were ordered to the 
same place. Arriving at the crossing over the railroad at the same time, 
there seemed to be a disposition among the teamsters to crowd through 
and break the trains. I halted my train until others crossed. During 
this time of waiting I put several men, who seemed to have nothing to 
do, to work carrying rails to make another crossing, which by the time 
it was completed the way was clear. I moved my train over and near 
the river, and had it drawn up in park, when a shell from a gun of the 
rebels fell among the wagons, wounding a mule of the train — so much 
so that it had to be cut loose and left. Then I moved nearer to the river, 
when an order came for us to cross the river and to halt, which was not 
more than accomplished before an order came to recross the river, which 
was done. I recrossed, held the train in moving order, and in a few 
minutes a squad of rebel cavalry came in view, causing a panic among 
the teamsters and stragglers who had by this time gathered along the 
train. I cautioned the teamsters of my train to be composed, while I 
moved up and assisted in clearing the road, which was soon done. 1 
then moved my train off in good order into the woods to the rear of the 
center of our army, where I held it until late in the evening, when I 
moved it to the side of the pike. 

When night came on. Lieutenant Blythe, quartermaster Forty-first 
Ohio Volunteers, and myself rode along to the right of our army to see 
if we could not pick upon some place to park the train that it might be 
safe during the next day, and thought best to move near the hospital 
of our division, which we did; but at 1 o’clock at night I received an 
order from General Palmer to issue all rations on hand and return to 
l^^ashville with the train, which was done, leaving the field at 8 a. m. 
January 2, arriving at Nashville at 5 p. m. of the same day without 
any loss or disturbance, save the threatening of an attack from rebel 
cavalry ; the casualties in all amounting to the loss of one mule belonging 
to the One hundred and tenth Illinois Volunteers, and one single set 
lead harness belonging to same. 

Yours, respectfully, 

J. L. OHILTOII, 

First Lieut, and Actcj. Quartermaster Sixth Kentuchy Vols, 

Col. W. B. Hazen, 

Oommandiny Second Brigade. 


m. 132. 

Report of Gol. Thomas S. Oasey, One himdred and tenth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqrs. One hundred and tenth Illinois Vols., 

Gamp near Murfreeshorough, Tenn.^ January 8, 18G3. 
As commander of the One hundred and tenth Eegiment Illinois Volun- 
teers, I have the honor to submit the following report of its operations 
and casualties in the recent engagements before Murfreesborough : 

On the morning of December 31, the regiment, which was in double 
column in reserve, was advanced to take position in tbe^sccond line of 
battle, its left resting on the right of and near the Murfreesborough 
and Nashville pike. 
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About 8 a. m, the regiment began its advance on Murfreesborougli. 
Just then the firing, which had been heard at an early hour on our 
right, appeared to be rapidly nearing our right and rear, and the regi- 
ment had advanced scarce its front, when the right-about was ordered, 
and it was moved to its former position, faced to the front, and almost 
immediately after moved by the left flank to a slight elevation on the 
right of the railroad, the highest point of which joins the railroad em- 
bankment, and there faced to the front, its left extending across the rail- 
road, its entire right wing about 20 paces in rear of, and parallel to, the 
left wing of the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, which was then engaged 
with the enemy, who had advanced upon the front of our brigade. 

This position was maintained for a considerable time. I advanced 
the left wing of the regiment to the crest of the hill, where they became 
immediately engaged with the enemy, who had broken cover at the 
burnt brick house. Twice the enemy came forward as if intending to 
charge, when Colonel Hazen directed me to have my command fix bayo- 
nets. I replied that we had no bayonets, and received the answer that 
we should club muskets if attacked ; but the enemy did not charge our 
position. The whole right of the army having apparently given way, 
I was ordered to cross the railroad. Having crossed the road, we took*a 
position perpendicular to it, and ia front of the wood facing the enemy, 
the One hundredth Illinois Volunteers being on our right. This posi- 
tion had hardly been taken before the enemy appeared in force beyond 
the fence and across the cotton-field, directly in our front. The firiug 
began at once. Here the fire of small-arms was incessant and terrific. 
My command sufiered mostly from the rebel batteries to the left and 
rear of the burnt brick house. Here the enemy appeared twice on our 
front, in column, but failed to cross the fence. 

Night ended the conflict. My command slept on the ground we 
fought on, in the extreme advance, until the early dawn of the 1st in- 
stant, when we, with the rest of the brigade, took a position on the bank 
of Stone’s Kiver. ]\Iy command was not again engaged with the enemy. 

On Friday, the 2d instant, with the rest of the brigade, my command 
crossed the "river to repel the attack of the enemy, but did not beconie 
engaged, the enemy having retired from before the assaults of the Third 
Brigade, commanded by Colonel Grose. 

I subjoin the following list of casualties:* Killed, 7; wounded, 49; 
missing, 2. Total, 58. 

Eespect fully submitted. 

THOS. S. CASEY, 

Colonel One hundred and tenth Illinois YoUinieers, 

Maj. E. L. Kimuerly, Acting Assistant Adjutant’OeneraL 


No. 133. 

Report of Col William JT. Blaise, Ninth Indiana Infamtry. 

Headquarters Ninth Indiana Volunteers, 

In Campy near Murfreesborougli^ Tenn,^ January 6 , 1863. 
Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Ninth Indiana Infantry in the battle of Stone’s Eiver, 
December 31, 1862 : 

Bivouacking in the dense cedars on the right of the Nashville pike 


Nominal list omitted. 
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the night preceding the engagement, I moved, at dawn, in double 
column to the front, relieving the Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry, of the 
Third Brigade. As there was no indication of an immediate advance, 
I stacked arms, and permitted my men to build fires. 

At 6.30 a. m. heavy cannonading and continued discharges of mus- 
ketry were heard on our extreme right, which gradually approached our 
position, and were borne rapidly to our rear, until the sound of conflict 
was immediately in our rear, on the Kashville pike. 

At 7 a. m. I received an order to advance in line of battle, supporting 
the Sixth Kentucky Infantry. Moving forward but a short distance, 
received orders to "face by the rear rank and march to the rear. At 
this time the enemy^s artillery, in our rear, had opened fire on our col- 
umns; was baited, and moved by the left flank in the direction of the 
pike and railroad. I here received orders to move rapidly to the sup- 
port of Colonel Grose^s brigade, then hotly engaged with the enemy^s 
infantry, but a few paces to my right and rear. While forming on the 
left of the Third Brigade, I lost 2 men killed and several wounded by an 
enfilading fire from the enemy’s artillery on my former front. The Third 
Brigade was closely engaged firing obliquely to their right. 

* The enemy did not appear in my front, and, by orders, I changed front 
to the rear on first company, and ordered my men to lie down. The en- 
emy had advanced in our front, occupying the burnt house and grounds 
with a force of infantry and a battery of artillery. Remaining in this 
position but a short time, I was ordered to relieve the Forty-first Ohio 
Infantry, whose ammunition was said to be exhausted at this early hour 
in the action. I marched by^the left flank at double-quick time, passing 
under the enemy’s fire. Five men of Company H were knocked down 
by a single shell, two of whom were mortally wounded. Forming on the 
left of the pike, with my right resting near it, my left on the railroad, 
I moved forward in line of battle to the low crest, and relieved the 
Forty-first Ohio Volunteers. 

The rebels then occupied the burnt house with one battery and their 
infantry, partially covered by the out-houses and a stockade fence extend- 
ing to the pike. I at once opened fire on them, and but a short time inter- 
vened until their artillery limbered up, and retired in confusion to the 
rifle-pits on the ridge, where they went to battery and openediire. After 
three-quarters of an hour the lire from the infantry in our front slack- 
ened, and many of them ran to the rear, in disorder. At this time a 
brigade of the enemy’s infantry advanced from their rifle-pits, and 
marched obliquely in the direction of my position. Although at long 
range, I at once opened fire on them, which thinned their ranks as they 
continued to approach. As they drew nearer, one of the regiments 
moved to the front, and advanced at the charge step upon my position. 
My men poured upon them a galling and deliberate fire that halted 
them within 75 yards of our line, whore they lay down, covered some- 
what by the cotton furrows, and opened fire on us, from which we suf- 
fered. Their colors had been struck down three times during their 
advance, and every field officer of the regiment was killed. (The regi- 
ment was the Sixteenth Louisiana, Colonel Fisk, of General Chalmers’ 
brigade, composed of the Kinth and Tenth Mississippi and Sixteenth 
Louisiana. These facts were obtained from prisoners and burial parties 
that evening, and, I presume, are reliable.*) I received orders to fix 


* The Sixteenth and Twenty-fifth Louisiana Regiments (consolidated) wore In D. 
W. Adams’ brigade. 
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bayonets and bold the position until details could be sent to the rear 
for cartridges. My 60 rounds were almost entirely exhausted. 

At this period of the engagement Lieutenant-Colonel Suman received 
a wound in the arm and side ; Lieutenant Kessler was mortally wounded ; 
Captain Pettit was severely wounded in the thigh, and borne from the 
field ; Lieutenants Brinton and Criswell were both severely wonnded ; 
also Sergeant-Major Armstrong, severely wounded in the leg, and many 
enlisted men killed and wounded. 

The One hundred and tenth Illinois Infantry, Colonel Casey, were in 
reserve directly in my rear, quietly awaiting an opportunity to render 
me support, which was not needed. 

Captain Oockerill advanced one section of his battery to my support, 
and opened on the enemy with marked effect, and continued his fire 
until his ammunition was exhausted. He had his horse shot under him 
while directing the fire of his guns, and displayed the utmost coolness 
and courage. 

At 11 a. m. our forces were being driven from the cedar grove on the 
right of the field. The enemy began to cross troops from the burnt 
house to the timber. Being well within range, 1 opened fire on them 
as they marched by the flank. The whole line was subjected to a severe 
fire as it passed successively the open space. At 11.30 a. m. the enemy’s 
fire in my front had grown feeble ; many had retired in disorder ; many 
wore killed and wounded, as the ground where they fought clearly at- 
tested at the close of the day. I picketed the ground near their line 
that night. 

The enemy occupying the heavy timber on my right, and the whole 
line on ray right having retired, I received orders to withdraw my right 
and open fire on the forces in the timber, who were then opening fire on 
us. In performing this movement my brave color-bearer, Charles Zel- 
lers, was killiMl. My left and center still engaged the enemy in front. 
I was compelled again to withdraw my right from the severe flanking 
fire from tlie timber, which brought me to the railroad, where I received 
orders to cross and open fire upon the enemy moving upon my left and 
near me. Facing by the rear rank, I opened fire upon the enemy ob- 
liquely to my left, then my right, detaching at the same time Companies 
K, Cj-,"and B, in charge of Major Lasselle, to occupy the elevation on the 
right of the railroad, that had just been held by my left. 

At this time Lieutenant Braden fell, severely, if not mortally, wounded. 
He was an ofUcer brave and without reproach. The One hundred, and 
tenth Illinois Infantry were ordered up to my support and formed on 
my right. 

At 1.30 p. m. General Kosecrans appeared in person on this part of 
the field, and ordered the Second Missouri and Seventy-third Illinois 
Infantry to assist in holding the position. The Second Missouri came 
into action gallantly, both forming on the railroad. The colonel pf the 
Second Missouri was killed at this point. 

At 2.30 p. m. these regiments were withdrawn, and the Sixth Ken- 
tucky Infantry forming on my right, I was ordered to open fire over the 
railroad track upon heavy bodies of the enemy then occupying the tim- 
ber opposite, then directly in our front. Maintained this fire until the 
enemy (re-enforced) again appeared on my left and rear. I again faced 
by the rear rank and opened obliquely to my left. 

During the time my regiment occupied the position on the left of the 
railroad wo were subjected to a cross-fire from two of the enemy’s bat- 
teries on their right and center ; but, owing to the nature of the position, 
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did not suffer severely. At 4 p. m. the fire of the enemy’s musketry 
ceased, while that of their batteries continued until the close of the 
day. 

Before twilight I sent details to collect and bury my dead upon the 
ground where they fell. A mutual truce was granted, in which the 
soldiers of both sides, without arms, gathered their fallen comrades with- 
out interruption. The fierce acerl 3 ity of the deadly strife had given 
place to the mutual expression of kindness and regard. While thus 
engaged, one gun of Captain Gockerill’s battery was abandoned well to 
the front by the explosion of a caisson, and I had it removed well to the 
rear. The movement drew a fire from one of the enemy’s batteries, but 
without effect. 

For the brave men who stood by their colors from 7 a. m. until 4 p. m., 
continually under fire, no word of mine could do justice to their un- 
faltering courage. The officers of the Ninth Indiana Infantry I regard 
as among the bravest of the brave. Many of the captains and com- 
mandants of companies exhibited the highest courage and capacity 
under a severe and* long-continued fire ; but where, perhaps, none failed 
in doing their duty, it would be an invidious distinction to name any one 
for marked honor. Lieutenant-Colonel Suman stood gallantly at the 
post of duty until wounded, and retired from the field. Major Lasselle 
exhibited great courage, coolness, and efficiency throughout the day ; 
Adjutant Willard repeated his heroism of Shiloh ; Sergeant-Major Arm- 
strong was wounded severely while executing an order. A sergeant, 
10 enlisted men, and 1 corporal deserted their colors during the action. 
I will take prompt measures to publish the infamy of their conduct and 
bring them to punishment. 

I regret to say that when the action opened with such violence the 
arrangements made with the surgeons and musicians for carrying the 
W'ounded to the rear utterly failed. They were borne with the tide of 
terrified stragglers so far to the left that many of them were captured 
by the enemy’s cavalry, who penetrated their hiding places. Dr. Gil- 
more, assistant surgeon, with some hospital attendants and one ambu- 
lance, fell into the hands of the enemy. The surgeons were subsequently 
released, and I am told rendered efficient service in their attention to the 
wounded after the engagement. By reason of this most criminal neg- 
lect, many of my wounded had to craVl with shattered limbs to the rear, 
while others, unable to be removed, lay under the enemy’s fire. 

I am glad to report two bright exceptions to the base conduct of the 
hospital corps. Mr. Hurlburt, from the beginning to the close of the 
action, continually entered our line of fire and bore back the wounded. 
He exhibited a heroism worthy of all praise, because it was voluntary 
and out of the line of his duty ; and William Morgan, chief bugler, dis- 
played courage and efficiency in the discharge of his duty. 

The regiment, in addition to the 60 rounds to the man, fired, during 
the day, 16,000 rounds of cartridges. The regiment entered the action 
with 345 enlisted men and 27 commissioned officers. 

Loss : Officers killed, 1 ; enlisted men, 10 ^ total, 11 . Officers wounded, 
5 5 enlisted men, 82 3 total, 87. Enlisted men missing, 11 , In aggregate, 
loss of 109. 

I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. H. BLAKE, 

Colonel, Commanding, 

Oapt. E. L. KmBBBLY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral, Second Brigade, 
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No. 134. 

Rejport of Gol Walter G. WhitaJcer^ Sixth Kentucky Infantry. 

Headquarters Sixth Kentucky Ineantry, 
Battle-field of Stoners River ^ Tenn.^ January 5, 1SG3. 

The undersigned, Walter 0. Whitaker, colonel commanding Sixth 
Kentucky Infantry, of the Second Brigade, late the Nineteenth, com- 
manded by Col. W. B. Hazen, of the Second Division, late the Fourth, 
commanded by General Palmer, makes the follomng report of the part 
taken by the Sixth Kentucky Infantry in the battle of Stone’s Eiver: 

On the night of December 30, the Sixth Kentucky and Forty -first Ohio 
Volunteers were drawn up in line of battle, fronting east and toward 
Murfireesborough, in advance of the army, on a cotton-field lying south of 
the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike road, and near where the 
same crosses the Nashville and Chattanooga Bailroad, and also near 
where both roads strike the bank of Stone’s Biver. On the east, some 
250 yards in front of the Sixth Kentucky, on a high piece of ground, in a 
curtilage, surrounded with a strong palisade of cedar timbers, some 7 or 
8 feet high, firmly set in the ground, stands the burnt brick dwelling- 
house of Mr. Cowan ; in the rear of this house the enemy had their rifle- 
pits. Beyond the house the ground gently rose higher for some 300 yards 
to the crest of the ridge, on the top of which, in a southeasterly direc- 
tion, the enemy had a battery. Beyond the crest of the hill, and toward 
the river from the house, the ground gently sloped until it reached the 
river and a grove of timber in the rear. On this slope, concealed from 
our view, the enemy had an earthen breastwork for infantry and artil- 
lery. On the right and south of the position of the Sixth was a dense 
wood of oak and tall cedar. In the same direction, his left resting on 
the right of the Sixth, with an interval of 250 yards between them, Gen- 
eral Cruft had his brigade drawn up in line of battle. Immediately in 
rear of, and west of, the Sixth was an open field, with a few old houses, 
some scattered trees, and large surface rocks, through which the turn- 
pike and railroad ran. Directly north of this line of battle was an em- 
bankment of the railroad, some Tor 8 feet in height. On the edge of this 
field the gallant Ninth Indiana and One hundred and tenth Illinois were 
drawn up as reserve. Company D, Captain Proctor, and Company I, 
Lieutenant Patchin, from the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers, and Com- 
pany 0, Captain Todd, and Company I, Captain Stein, of the Sixth Ken- 
tucky, were acting as pickets, Companies C and I occupying the curti- 
lage of the brick house, with a small interval between them and the 
enemy’s pickets. 

Shortly after sunrise on the morning of the 31st, the pickets were 
attacked by the enemy, but maintained their position. Heavy firing 
was soon heard on the right of our army and gave indications of the 
rapid advance of the enemy. The enemy soon made a most furious at- 
tack upon our left. The pickets of the Sixth were driven in by a large 
force, which, protected by the palisade and out-buildings of Mr. Cowan’s 
house and the high ground, opened a galling fire on the Sixth, which 
was in the open ground. They gradually advanced under cover, with 
the intention of flanking the Sixth on the right. Changing position by 
the right flank, the regiment was formed in line of battle in the skirt of 
timber south of the cotton-field — an advantageous position — under cover 
of the timber. Here we were assaulted by a large body of the enemy ; 
from their numbers I estimated them as a brigade. Three times they 
advanced, and as often were they driven back with great slaughter. 
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From this position the Sixth ^vas enabled to protect the left flank of 
the Twenty-second Brigade, General Cruft, who was gallantly main- 
taining his position. Some of the enemy’s skirmishers having, after 
two hours’ hard fighting, gained position in the edge of the wood, the 
Sixth was thrown forward to drive them from their cover. While in 
the act of advancing, the enemy, who had driven in General Negley’s 
force on the right, opened a fire on the right flank of the Sixth, by which 
my lieutenant-colonel (Cotton) was killed. After some hard fighting 
the enemy were driven from their cover. Then, changing front, the right 
wing defending one flank and the left wing the other, the Sixth fought 
the advancing foe until their ammunition was exhausted. Changing 
position in good order, they took another position in rear of the railroad, 
where, having replenished their ammunition, they formed in line of bat- 
tle on the north side of, and under cover of, the embankment of the rail- 
road, the Ninth Indiana being on their left, and the Forty-first Ohio 
and One hundred and tenth Illinois being in reserve in the rear. The 
battle had been furiously raging from 8 o’clock in the morning until 
noon. 

About 2 p. m., the right of the army having been driven back, the 
enemy appeared in heavy force on the crest of the ridge east of Mr. 
Cowan’s burnt dwelling. Massing their forces, they intended, if pos- 
sible, to crush the Nineteenth Brigade, which had maintained its posi- 
tion during the day against overwhelming numbers. Onward they 
came ; the colors of five or six regiments advancing abreast in line of 
battle were visible on the crest of the ridge. A further view of this 
line was intercepted by intervening inequalities of ground and woods. 
Firmly they advanced until within good range of the guns of the Sixth 
and Ninth. A most destructive fire was opened upon them by these 
regiments, by Captain CockerilFs and Captain Parsons’ batteries, and 
by the Fortieth Indiana Begiment, commanded by Colonel Blake. They 
broke in confusion, but, rallying, advanced again. Three or four times 
they rallied and advanced to the attack. Each time they were driven 
back with great loss, the last time in such confusion that it became a 
rout. The day was ours. We encamped that night on the position that 
had been so ably and successfully defended. 

The Sixth has to regret the loss of two of her bravest and most gallant 
ofiacers : Lieut. Col. George T. Cotton was killed, nobly encouraging the 
men on the right, and Capt. Charles S. Todd, commander of Company 
C, the color company, fell, pressing his men on to victory — scion of illus- 
trious patriots, a braver spirit has not been offered up on the altar of 
his country, . 

The total loss in killed is 2 officers and 11. enlisted men ; 6 commis- 
sioned officers were wounded — Lieutenants Bates, Company A ; Daw- 
kins, Company B ; Armstrong, Company F j Frank, of Company I, and 
others ; 88 enlisted men were wounded. Total killed and wounded, 107. 

Lieutenant Dawkins, acting as adjutant, rendered me very great as- 
sistance, until he was so severely wounded as to be carried from the 
field. Lieutenant Kockingham, of Company A, deserves the highest 
commendation for courage, coolness, and efficiency as an officer. Sergt. 
William Jones, of Company Aj Captain Dawkins, of Company 
Lieutenants McOampbell, of Company D, and Armstrong, of Company 
F; Captains Marker, of Company G, and Johnston, and Lieutenant 
Whitaker, of Company Captain Stein and Lieutenant Frank, of 
Company I j Lieutenant Campbell and Sergeant Furr, of Company K, 
are specially noticed for gallant conduct and efficient services. I can 
speak in the most approving manner cvf the soldierly bearing and cour- 
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age of the men of the Sixth Kentucky. Three or four times regiments, 
retreating in confusion, would break through their lines, yet they never 
faltered in their duty, but obeyed implicitly the orders of the ofacer 
commanding. 

I was personally cognizant of very gallant conduct on the part of 
Lieutenant Meeker, of the signal corps, under very heavy fire, in en- 
deavoring to rally some of the fugitive regiments that were breaking 
through my lines. I ‘was attracted by his bearing, inquired of him his 
name, and give him merited commendation. 

On Friday, in the evening, January 2, the enemy made a most violent 
and determined attack upon the left of our forces, which had been ad- 
vanced beyond Stone’s Eiver. The Sixth Kentucky was ordered, with 
the brigade, by Colonel Hazen, to cross the river and aid the forces en- 
gaged. This order was immediately obeyed. In double-quick time the 
Sixth advanced through a heavy shower of solid shot, shell, grape, and 
minie balls, cheering as they went. The timely aid brought inspired 
the forces engaged with the enemy, who, pressing forward, drove the 
enemy, with great slaughter, from the field. While they were advanc- 
ing, great numbers of one of the divisions attacked (said to be General 
Van Oleve’s) ran in great affright. Throwing down their arms, they 
broke through the ranks of the Sixth, saying, “All is lost.” This did 
not throw the Sixth into confusion. Steadily they advanced, every man 
and officer doing his duty. 

In the advance, 2 men of Company G were killed by rifled cannon 
shot, and 2 from Company H were wounded. 

Tiie regiment remained encamped on the opposite side of the river 
till January 4, when it moved to its present quarters, where it learned 
of the flight of the enemy. 

A detail was made, and all its noble dead entombed, with their sol- 
dier’s honor, in a soldier’s grave, on the. ground w'here the Nineteenth 
Brigade made its memorable, determined stand against such overwhelm- 
ing numbers. 

Great credit is due to the talented and indefatigable surgeons of the 
Sixth Kentucky, Drs. Joseph T. Drane and E. T. Long, for their faithful 
and indefatigable attention to the wounded. They not only cared for 
and attended the wounded of their regiment, but many others besides. 
They were on the field in discharge of their duty amid the thickest of 
the fight. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

. W. C. WHITAKEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding Sixth Kentucky Volunteers, 

Major Kimberly, 

Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen.j Second Brigade, Second Division. 


No. 135. 

Ee]>ort of Lieut. GolAquila Wiley, Forty-^first Ohio Infantry. 

Headquarters Forty-first Eegt. Ohio Yols., 

Oamig near Miirfreesl)oro%igh, Tenn., January 6 , 1863. 
As commander of the Forty-first Eegiment Ohio Yolunteers, I have 
the honor to submit the following report of its operations and casualties 
in the recent engagements before Murfreesborough : 

On the evening of December 30, the regiment (which was then in 
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double columu in reserve) was ordered to take position in the first line 
of battle, its left resting on the right of and near the Murfreesborough 
and Nashville turnpike, with two companies deployed as skirmishers 
about 150 yards in advance, covering its front. 

A little before daylight on the morning of the 31st, Companies D and 
I were deployed as skirmishers, and relieved Companies A and F, which 
were then assembled and took their position in line. 

About 8 o’clock the signal forward ” was sounded, and the regiment 
commenced to advance toward Murfreesborough. At this time the firing, 
which had commenced at an early hour on our right, appeared to be near- 
ing the pike to our right and rear, and the regiment had not advanced 
more than about 100 paces when the command ^^right-about” was given, 
and it returned to its former position and again faced to the front. At 
this time the enemy appeared advancing in line across the open country 
direct in our front. 

The regiment was then moved by the left flank across the turnpike, 
its left resting on a slight elevation to the right of and near the railroad. 
The enemy, then moving by his left flank, to gain cover of a wood on 
our right, 'made an oblique change of front to rear on the left company. 
The skirmishers, who (during this time under the command of Capt. 
J. H. Williston, acting major) had been engaged with the enemy, with 
slight loss, were now rallied and put in position on the right of the reg- 
iment. In this position the regiment opened fire, and continued firing 
until its ammunition was about exhausted, when it was relieved by the 
jJinth Indiana, and retired a short distance and replenished its boxes. 
It then took up position on the right of the brigade, extending obliquely 
across the turnpike, and again opened fire. 

It here continued firing until a battery of the enemy opened upon 
our right flank, when it retired across the railroad and took up position 
on the left of the brigade, the right resting near and perpendicular to 
the railroad, the rest of the brigade having taken position behind and 
parallel with the railroad. After remaining in this position for some 
time — ^the enemy not being within efiective range of infantry, and suf- 
fering considerably from his artillery, one shell from which, exploding 
in the ranks, killed and wounded 8 men — ^it retired about 50 yards behind 
a ridge, which afforded some protection. 

Shortly after, hearing that the enemy’s cavalry was attempting to cross 
the creek to our left and rear, and seeing a section of artillery, unsup- 
ported, opening in that direction, without waiting for orders I placed 
the regiment in position on the right of the artillery. A few discharges 
from the artillery, however, repulsed them. I was here met by a mem- 
ber of the staff of the colonel commanding the brigade, and directed to 
remain there until further orders. 

Shortly after, by direction of General Eosecrans, the regiment took its 
former position in the field, behind a. crest of the hill, which it occupied 
during the remainder of the day, sustaining some loss from the enemy’s 
artillery, but without opportunity of returning its fire. 

During the following day the regiment was not engaged, remaining 
in double column in reserve on the left of the railroad and near the 
creek, as it did also during Friday, until in the afternoon, when the 
enemy made his attack on our left. The column was then moved by the 
left flank across the creek to our extreme left, where it was deployed. 
The enemy was at this time repulsed, and retiring in confusion. I was 
ordered to advance the regiment in line, ^d did so without firing until 
ordered to halt at the skirt of a wood. The enemy having retreated 
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across an open field and disappeared in a wood beyond, a single battery 
of the enemy, posted in the skirt of the wood, was continuing its fire. 
The regiment was directed to fire one volley in the direction of the bat- 
tery, and did so, immediately after which the firing on both sides ceased. 
It being now dark, the I'egiment remained in this position until relieved 
by the Twenty-first Illinois, when it was ordered into position to the 
rear, which terminated its part in the engagement. 

The following is the list of casualties :* Total commissioned officers 
killed, 1 5 wounded, 2. Total enlisted men killed, 13 ; wounded, 103 ; 
missing, 6. Total engaged — commissioned officers, 19 ; enlisted men, 
394. 

Of the above list, five were wounded in the engagement on Friday 
evening. Sergeants Titus and Huston were carrying the colors at the 
time they were wounded. Lieutenant Blythe, quartermaster, was with 
the regiment during the engagement on Wednesday, and rendered effi- 
cient service. Both officers and men displayed great coolness and steady 
bravery throughout the entire engagement, performing all maneuvers 
with accuracy and precision, and, even when not engaged and suffering 
severely from the enemy’s artillery, not attempting to move until ordered 
to do so. 

Sergeant McKaj^ of Company E, commanding the company from the 
commencement of the engagement, and Sergeant McMahon, temporarily 
in command of Company H, displayed great coolness and courage, and 
are eminently deserving of promotion. Oorpl. J. P. Patterson, of the 
color-guard, seized the colors when Sergeant Huston fell, and bore them 
gallantly during the remainder of the engagement. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

AQXHLA WILEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel Forty-first Ohio Vols.j Gomdgs Regimefmt, 

Maj. E. L. Kimberly, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ko. 136. 

B&port of Col. William Grose, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry, command- 

ing Third Brigade. 

Headquabtees Thied Beigadb, Second Division, 

Leet 'Wing-, Aemy of the Cujibbeland, 

Near Ulurfreesborough, Tenn., J anuary 8, 1863. 

SiE : In accordance with duty, I have the honor to submit the report 
of the part this brigade, undgr my command, took in the recent battles 

before Murfreesborongh. 

The Ave regiments— Thirty-sixth Indiana, Major Kinley; Twenty- 
fourth Ohio, Colonel Jones; Sixth Ohio, OoIomI Anderson; Eighty- 
fourth Illinois, Colonel Waters; Twenty-third Elentucky, M^or Ham- 
riS • aiSregate officers and men, 1,788-left our camp, ne^ Nashville. 
Dece’ml^ 26, 1862, with the division ; bivouacked that night in front of 

^^Ijllxt^day,^ Stewards Creek, 5 


Nominal list omitted. 
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miles, and my brigade was put in position in front, to the right of the 
pike. The pickets of the enemy were separated from ours by the creek. 
With light skirmishing, we rested here until Monday morning, the 29th, 
when we received orders, and moved forward in double lines of battle on 
the right of the pike, the Thirty-sixth Indiana and Eighty-fourth Illinois 
in the front line, wading Stewart’s Creek, waist-deep to most of the men, 
to within miles of Murfreesborough, where we arrived near sunset, 
with skirmishing all the way, which was only ended by the close of the 
day. We there rested for the night. 

At early morn skirmishing again commenced, and continued during 
the day with more severity than before, the artillery taking a heavy 
part. This ended again with the day. Up to this time the loss in my 
brigade was 10 wounded. During the night it was relieved from the 
front by the brigade of Colonel Hazen, and retired to the lear to rest,' 
and to be held in reserve. 

Thus, on the bright Wednesday morning, December 31, the division, 
under command of its brave general, at early day was in battle line. 
The brigade of General Cruft on the right, that of Colonel Hazen on the 
left, both in double lines, with my brigade in reserve in rear of the cen- 
ter, in supporting distance, with the batteries of Cockerilland Parsons 
in position to support the lines. While we were perfecting our lines in 
the morning, the divisions of Generals Hegley and Eousseau filed by my 
rear through a heavy cedar grove, which lay in rear of General Cruft’s 
brigade, and immediately up to the right of my brigade ; the brigade of 
Colonel'Hazen in an open cotton-field, the pike dividing his left from 
the division of General Wood, the lines of these two divisions resting 
nearly perpendicular to the pike. 

The engagement had been raging fiercel}’' sotne distance to our right 
during the early morning, and at near 8 o’clock the clash of arms to our 
right had so far changed position that I saw the rear of my brigade 
would soon be endangered. Hence I set to work changing my front to 
rear, which was done in quick time, with the left, when changed, a little 
retir ed, to support the right of Colonel Hazen’s brigade, then closely 
engaged with the enemy, our two brigades forming a V. My brigade 
was not more than thus formed to the rear before the enemy appeared 
in heavy lines, pressing the forces of ours that had been engaged to the 
right of our division on our front in fearful confusion. In this new for- 
mation the Sixth Ohio and Thirty-sixth Indiana were in the front lines, 
the latter on the right, supported in the second line by the Eighty-fourth 
Illinois and Twenty-third Kentucky, with the Twenty-fourth Ohio in an 
oblique form, a little to the right of the rear line. In this shape the 
Thirty -sixth Indiana and Sixth Ohio advanced into the woodland about 
250 yards, and there met the enemy in overwhelming numbers. 

Here Major Kinley and Captain Shultz, .of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, 
fell, the former-named badly wounded, the latter killed ,* Colonel Ander- 
son, of the Sixth Ohio, was here wounded, and his adjutant, A. G. Will- 
iams, and Lieutenant Foster, fell dead, with several others of their com- 
rades. These two regiments were forced from the woodland , and retired 
to the right, in the direction of the pike, while the other three regiments, 
aided by the eight-gun battery, commanded by Lieutenant Parsons, with 
the efficient aid of Lieutenants Huntington and Cushing, poured a galling 
fire into the ranks of the pursuing enemy, causing them to break in 
confusion and retire back to the woods out of our reach, leaving the 
field covered with their dead and dying, with the heavy loss of the 
Thirty-sixth Indiana and Sixth Ohio lying with them on the bloody 
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field. After some half an hour or three-quarters the enemy renewed 
his attempts to advance^ but was again repulsed with heavy loss on 
both sides. 

After this, then, between 11 and 12 o’clock, the enemy not appearing 
ia our immediate front, the lines of our forces that had retired or been 
driven from the right by this time were reformed parallel with the pike, 
so that the front of the brigade was again changed, so as to assist the 
brigade of Colonel Hazen in the direction as formed in the morning. 
The Twenty -fourth Ohio and Thirty-sixth Indiana were soon thrown for- 
ward near the pike and had a terrible conflict with the enemy. Here 
Colonel Jones and Major Terry both fell, and were carried off the field 
iu a dying condition. 

Each regiment of the brigade, from this until night closed the awful 
scene, alternately took its part in holding the position that we occupied 
in the morning. The enemy having gained the heavy cedar woods to 
the right, where we first took position in the morning, it became neces- 
sary to so change our position as to not be in reach of small-arms from 
that woodland ; hence, at nightfall the center of the front line of the 
brigade laid on the pike and diagonally across the same, fronting to the 
southeast, our left resting at the right of the lines of General Wood’s 
division. We were then a little retired, and the center of the brigade 
about 250 yards to the left of where we commenced in the morning. 
We ceased fighting for the night, with the front lines on the pike. 
During the day each of the regiments, having exhausted, had to re- 
plenish, theit ammunition, many of them having fired over 100 rounds. 

When Major Kinley, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, fell, nearly at the 
commencement in the morning, the command devolved upon Captain 
Woodward 5 and upon the fall of Colonel Jones and Major Terry, of the 
Twenty-fourth Ohio, Captain Weller was left in command. 

Although I was at Shiloh, and commanded in that battle at the head 
of General Buell’s army, and fought throughout that battle with that 
army, yet this battle, the last day of the old year, was by far the most 
terrible and bloody iu my command that I have ever witnessed. 

During the latter part of the night, or, rather, early in the morning 
of January 1, our whole line was retired, for a more eligible position, 
600 or 700 yards, and my brigade was relieved from the front, and re- 
tired for rest. 

During Thursday, January 1, we were ordered to cross the north bank 
of Stone’s Eiver, to support a division on the extreme left of our line,* 
an attack being anticipated in that direction, but returned to our rest- 
ing place before night, no attack being made that day. 

On the next day, January 2, in the forenoon, we were again ordered 
across the river to support the division there in position, with its right 
resting on the river bank, and its lines (double lines) formed at right 
angles to the river, extending therefrom about one-half mile. The river 
below the right of the division line, about 800 yards, changes direction, 
running about one-half mile in the rear, and nearly parallel to the lines 
of the division, formed as above. When my brigade arrived on the 
ground, I was requested to put it in position so as to protect the left 
flank of the division referred to, and repel any attack that might be 
made in that direction. . 

The Twenty-third Kentucky was posted to the left of the division 
spoken of about 200 yards, retired ; the Twenty-fourth Ohio 300 yards 
to its rear, fronting the same way 3 the Thirty-sixth Indiana, to the rear 
of the Twenty-fourth Ohio, fronting diagonally to the flank of the other 
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two, tlie right of the Thirty-sixth Indiana distant from the left of the 
Twenty-fourth Ohio about 150 yards, and with directions specially given 
to each of these regiments to change front as the exigencies of the case 
might require in case of an attack. The Eighty-fourth^ Illinois and 
Sixth Ohio were placed 150 yards from the left of the Thirty-sixth In- 
diana, in one line, fronting the same direction as the Twenty-fourth and 
Twenty -third, as well as in the same direction of the division so posted 
(as above) to our right and front, the right of the Eighty-fourth Illinois 
resting on the bluff at the river, with the Third Wisconsin Battery near 
the left and front of fhe v "‘ivlh 5 the Sixth Ohio on the left of 
the Eighty-fourth Illinois. Thus in position, I took the precaution to 
have each regiment hurriedly throw before them barricades of such 
materials, fences, buildings, &c., as were at command. 

About 3.30 p. m. the enemy came in against the division in front and 
right (as above shown in position) in strong force, perhaps in three lines, 
and with three batteries distributed along the front, and a heavy contest 
ensued, which lasted from one-half to three-fourths of an hour, when the 
lines of the division gave way in considerable confusion, retiring toward 
the river, and many of them breaking through the lines of my brigade. 
I went to my front regiments and superintended the changing of their 
fronts, respectively, so as to meet the enemy the best we could, coming 
from an unexpected direction, which, to some extent, threw the Twenty- 
third Kentucky and Twenty-fourth Ohio, my advanced front regiments, 
into confusion, and caused them to retire toward the left of the main line 
of the brigade, but they kept up a strong fire on the advancfing enemy as 
they retired. The Thirty-sixth Indiana changed its front, and, as the ene- 
ray^s lines came near, opened on them a deadly fire; but on they came, 
until in reach of the Eighty-fourth Illinois and Sixth Ohio, behind their 
barricades, when both these regiments saluted them with a terrible fire, 
and by this time all my regiments were engaged, and the masses of the 
enemy began to falter, and soon broke in disorder, and commenced their 
flight back over the farm they had so fiercely advanced upon, pursued 
by the Thirty-sixth Indiana, Twenty-third Kentucky, and Twenty-fourth 
Ohio to the line occupied by the out-picket posts of the division before 
the battle commenced. 

Here night overtook us, the battle was over, and the enemy was gone 
beyond the reach of our guns. Colonel Hazeu’s brigade crossed the river 
to our rear to support us about the time of the enemy’s retreat, and 
‘moved closely after my pursuing regiments, to give assistance if needed. 
Some other forces collected or crossed the river to my right, and moved 
up the river bank in i^ursuit of the enemy as my regiments advanced. 
What forces these were I have not learned. The battery posted near 
the brigade at the commencement of this day’s fight fired a few rounds 
and took a hasty leave from the field, and I have not made its acquaint- 
ance since. 

Artillery from the opposite side of the river rendered valuable aid by 
playing upon the enemy in his advance and retreat. 

Our loss this day was not large compared with that of the 31st. That 
of the enemy was very heavy. 

I cannot too favorably notice the coolness and promptness of each and 
every field officer of the brigade. They seemed to vie with each other 
which should most promptly execute every command, without regard to 
danger; and the line officers and men of the respective regiments ap- 
peared not to fear or know danger. Kew and old regiments alike acted 
the heroic part and braved every peril. 
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Captain ‘Weller, in command of the Twenty-fourth. Ohio, fell at his 
post on the last battle-field, and left Captain Cockerill in command, who 
bravely and skillfully performed his whole duty ; and as much may be 
said of Captain W ood ward, who succeeded to the command of the Thirty- 
sixth Indiana upon the fall of Major Kinley at a critical and perilous 
moment in the first day’s engagement. 

I am under lasting obligations to my staff and orderlies for their effi- 
cient assistance during these several days’ flighting. Captain Peden, 
Thirty-sixth Indiana, is entitled to great credit for his aid rendered me 
up to the time he fell, wounded, on the 31st. 

Lieut. J. P. Puke, of the Twenty-third Kentucky, also on my staff, 
deserves a high meed of praise for promptness and aid rendered me at 
all times during the whole of these engagements. Dr. Silas H. Kersey, 
acting brigade surgeon, with unsurpassed industry and skill, has ren- 
dered invaluable assistance to the wounded. 

My mounted orderlies, Frank Brough, Frank Webb, Albert Woods, 
William D. Smith, Martin Mann, and Louis-Miller, of the Second Indiana 
Cavalry, George Shirk and Isaac Biglow, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana 
Infantry, rendered me valuable service. But 1 am left to remember and 
lament with friends the fall, in this mighty strugglefor human prowess, 
of such brave spirits as Colonel Jones, Major Terry, Captains Weller, 
Shultz, King, Adjutant Williams, Lieutenants Foster, Bali, Abercrom- 
bie, and others, w'hose earthly conflicts have closed with these battles. 
I may truthfully add that I mourn with those who mourn over these 
irreparable losses. 

To the brave wounded, whose fate may or may not be uncertain, you 
have my earnest prayers for a speedy restoration to health and use- 
fulness. 

The casualties of the brigade, as near as can be ascertained, are as 
follows : 


Command. 

XiUed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Officers. 

n 

§ 

:S 

o 

Men. 

24tli Ohio . 

4 

10 

4 

68 

12 

98 

TTft'n+Tir.'ky ' 


8 

3 

50 

22 

S3 

84 til Illinois. ........ .. .... ^ 

0 

33 

3 

119 

8 

167 

36th Indiana 

2 

23 

6 

85 

IS 

134 

6th Ohio .... 

2 

23 

4 

134 

14 

177 

Total 

10* 

97 

22 

456 

74 

659 









List of which, Avith the reports of the regimental commanders for 
further details, are herewith respectfully forwarded. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient. servant, 

WM. GEOSE, 

Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade {Old Tenth). 
Capt. D. W. Norton, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Division. 
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The following shows the position on January 2, before the battle over the river, of 
Colonel Beatty’s division and Colonel Grose’s brigade. Barricades before regiments 
of brigade. 



1^0. 137. 

Eepori of Surg. Silas H, Kersey^ Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry ^ Acting 

Brigade Surgeon. 

Headquaetees Medical Depaetment Thied Beigade, 

January 9, 1863. 

Deae Sie : I have the honor to transmit the following list of casual- 
ties suffered by your command in the recent series of engagements with 
the enemy before Murfreesborough, to wit : * 

Before closing this report, permit me, respectfully, to call attention to 
the faithful manner in which the regimental medical officers of the several 
regiments composing the Third Brigade have discharged the arduous 
duties incumbent on them under circumstances the most trying, viz: T. 
S. Bayse, assistant surgeon Thirty-sixth Eegiment Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry, was assigned the duty of administering ansesthetics, which he 
has so far accomplished in every operation without producing any un- 
toward symptoms in a single case, and at the same time attended to the 
dressing of all the slighter wounds of his own regiment, thus perform- 
ing double duty by day and night since the commencement of the battle. 

I would also make honorable mention of A. M. Morrison, assistant 
surgeon Twenty- third Eegiment Kentucky Volunteers, who was ap- 
pointed to keep the re'gister, which necessarily occupied a large portion 
of his time, notwithstanding which, by constant industry and energy, 
his wounded have been well cared for. 

Assistant Surgeon McDill, of the Eighty-fourth Illinois, had so large 
a list of wounded that his time has been almost wholly occupied with 
them ; they, too, have been as well atttoded as ^ circumstances would 
permit. 


Table, here omitted, embodied in No. 136. p, 563. 
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We have, up to this date, a smaller proportional list of deaths from 
wounds after entering hospital than any other division hospital in the 
left wing of this army corps. Two cases of erysipelas have appeared 
in stumps — one of the arm, near the shoulder 5 the other the leg. They 
were immediately separated from the other inmates and cared for in a 
tent to themselves. The utmost care and vigilance is constantly exer- 
cised over the wounded that the limited room and means will permit. 

I have, sir, the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. H. KERSEY, ^ 
Acting Surgeon Third Brigade. 

W. Grose, 

Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade* 


Ko. 138. 

Report of Col. Louis S. Waters, Eiglitgfourih Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters EiaHTT-FoURTH Illinois Volunteers, 
Near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 6 , 1863. 

Sir : Early in the morning of December 31, by direction of Colonel 
Grose, commanding Third Brigade, my command took position on the 
left of the brigade, front perpendicular to the pike, with the Twenty- 
third Kentucky on my right and the Twenty-fourth Ohio in my rear. 
In a short time it became evident that the division on our right was 
being rapidly driven in, whereupon I changed front to the right, and 
got my command under the protection of a ledge of rocks. The enemy 
soon appeared in the cedar woods in our front, and we opened fire upon 
him. We here had 5 men severely wounded. Lieutenant Parsons’ bat- 
tery having changed position from our- left to the pike in its rear, I 
retired my left to support the battery, moving my right to the position 
before occupied by my left. 

About 12 o’clock, the battery having moved forward on the pike 
nearly to the cotton-field in front, by direction of Colonel Grose we 
moved forward to support the battery on the right, and immediately 
commenced firing upon the enemy lying across the cotton-field and 
meadow in our front. During this time there were two regiments of 
•some other division upon my right, engaging the enemy somewhat to 
their right, and Stevens’ Pennsylvania battery was in rear of my center. 
Both these regiments gave way, and left the field in considerable confu- 
sion, leaving Stevens’ battery without any support. 

I immediately retired the right of my regiment, so as to protect this 
battery as far as possible until it could be taken from the field. It had 
done excellent service, and was not to be lost without a struggle. As 
soon as it was started from the field, I again retired my right, so as to 
have the protection of a ledge, some 60 paces to the rear. Erom this 
ledge we kept up a steady fire upon the enemy, now occupying the skirt 
of the cedar woods in our front, until Lieutenant Parsons’ battery, for 
want of ammunition or support on his left, was compelled to retire 
beyond the pike. While occupying this position we suffered terribly 
from the fire of stragglers, who had sought cover behind some cabins 
in our rear, and were firing wildly at the enemy over our line. 

Captain Higgins and others of my command called to me that their 
men were being wounded by the firing from the cabins. I reluctantly 
withdrew my command to the railroad, some 350 yards distant, and from 
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thence, by Colonel Grose’s direction, to some woods to the left, where we 
rested for the night. At the ledge where we made our last stand we left 
24 of onr dead. 

In the fight on the 2d instant we were posted by Colonel Grose on the 
left of his brigade line, and I cannot report anything that did not occur 
under the observation of Colonel Grose, who on this occasion, as on the 
3 1st, was wherever duty called him, regardless of danger. After the 
enemy commenced retreating, I advanced my command to the corn-field 
in our front, and there learned, to my surprise, that our ammunition was 
exhausted. We had fired 50 rounds. 

My command, on the morning of the 31st ultimo, consisted of 3 field 
and staff and 21 company officers and 336 enlisted men. Lieutenants Ball 
and Abercrombie, two as gallant gentlemen as ever fought beneath the 
stars and stripes, fell at their posts in the first engagement. 

On the 31st we lost in killed 35 officers and men, and had wounded 
121. On the 2d we had 5 wounded. On both occasions my command, 
as well as the other regiinents of Colonel Grose’s brigade, was nearly 
crushed by the herd of officers and men of other divisions, as they fled, 
panic-stricken, before the enemy 5 yet it stood like a human wood,” and 
officers and men vied with each other in beating back the fugitives. 

To the coolness and fearlessness of Lieutenant-Colonel Hamer, Major 
Morton, and my company officers, and the bravery of our men, are we 
indebted for whatever of credit the regiment may deserve. In this 
connection I cannot omit the opportunity of bearing testimony to the 
gallantry of Lieutenant Parsons and the efficiency of his battery. 

I herewith inclose a list of my killed and wounded,* which is as'nearly 
correct as I can now make it. Many slightly wounded are not included 
in the list. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. H. WATEES, 

Colonel^ Commanding Uiglity-fourtli Illinois Volunteers, 

Oapt. E. SOUTHOATE, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- GeneraJ^ Third Brigade, 


No. 139. 

Bejyort of Cap, Pyrrhus Woodicard, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry, 

Hdqbs. Thiety-sixth Eegiment Indiana Volunteers, 

January 6, 1863. 

Sir : It devolves upon me, as the temporary commander of the Thirty- 
sixth Eegiment, to report the part taken by it in the recent engage- 
ments before Murfreesborough, and on the march thither. 

On the 28th ultimo we were bivouacked on the west bank of Stewart’s 
Creek, 10 miles from Murfreesborough, in sight of the enemy’s cavalry 
pickets. At an early hour the next morning, 20th ultimo, we moved 
forward in line of battle, and arrived within sight of the enemy’s rifle- 
pits, miles from Murfreesborough, at 4 p. m. There we retained our 
position in front, the regiment doing picket duty the night of the 20th, 
and losing 1 man of Company 1), wounded. We retained our position 
in front during the day and night of the 30th ultimo, losing 1 man 
wounded in Company L 


Embodied i a revised statement, p. 213. 




Chap* H. *] 


THE stone’s EIVEE CAMPAIGN. 


567 


We were relieved on the morning of the 31st ultimo by the !Ninth 
Indiana Regiment, and at daylight of the same day our regiment was 
called out under arms, expecting to participate in a general attack on 
the enemy^s positions at Murfreesborough. Just as we had formed our 
line, and were preparing to advance, a terrific fire on the right of our 
position disclosed the fact that the battle had opened. In compliance 
with orders from you, my regiment countermarched, changed front, and 
advanced to the edge of a cedar thicket, to the right and rear of our 
first position, forming the right fiank of the brigade, where it was e\i- 
dent our services would soon be needed. Hardly had we taken our 
position when the enemy was upon us. Concealed from the view of 
my men by the thick undergrowth of cedar, the first indication they had 
of his presence was a volley from his muskets, which riddled our ranks. 
It was my impression that the Fifteenth U. S. Infantry was in my front, 
as we had been informed that such was the fact on entering the thicket j 
hence the precaution of throwing out skirmishers had not been taken. 

Up to this time Maj. Isaac Kinley retained command of the regiment, 
but at this point was seriously, perhaps fatally, wounded, being struck 
in the thigh by a musket-ball. Here, too, Capt. A. D. Shultz, of Com- 
pany B, fell, mortally wounded, while bravely encouraging his menj 
and every mounted officer of the regiment, except the adjutant, had 
his horse shot under him. 

After delivering a few well-aimed volleys at the enemy, it became ap- 
parent that our i)osition could not be held, the line having been already 
confused by the Fifteenth Regulars passing out between my left and the 
right of the Sixth Ohio, and our right and left flanks, as well as our 
jftont, being exposed to the enemy’s fire. 

He quickly discovered his advantage, and, charging upon my regi- 
ment with four times its number, compelled it to retire, cutting it off 
from the brigade, and separating two of my companies (A and O) from 
the regiment. The strongest efforts were made by all the officers of my 
regiment to rally the men, and, though their bravery was unquestioned 
and they exhibited a strong disposition to maintain their ground, the 
fire of the enemy was too hot to admit of it, and they were retired to a 
point a short distance from the scene of our first conflict. Here, with 
the valuable assistance of Capt. Gilbert Trusler and Adjt. J. H. Mc- 
Clung and other officers of the regiment, I succeeded in forming our 
line, and again advanced under a heavy fire to the front. !Not a man of 
my command flinched, and for eight long hours we assisted in maintain- 
ing our position against the furious assaults of the enemy. 

First Lieut. J. W. J. Smith and Second Lieut. J. C. Byram, both of 
Company G, were wounded in the early part of the day, and compelled 

to retire from the field. j-.- i 

At 4 p. m., the fire having slackened, we noted our condition ana 
strength, and found that out of 430 commissioned officers and men, ^ith 
whom we had entered the battle in the morning, 213 remained. This 
number was increased, by the arrival of those who had become sepa- 
rated from the regiment daring the day, to 283. 

On January 1 we rested, and, although my men were exposed to a 
heavy fire from the enemy’s artillery during several hours ot the day, 
none of them were killed or wounded. 

On the morning of the 2d, by your order, we moved across the 
taking a position on its northeast bank, behind a barricade constructed 
by my men. We had remained here but a few hours when the enemy 
made a strong and sudden attack on our position from the direction ot 
our right flank, while his batteries to our right gave my hne a raking 
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fire. Then, by your order, I changed position, moving by the left flank 
a, distance of 200 yards. It was a terrible struggle, but the terrific fire 
to which the enemy was exposed for an hour compelled his lines to break 
and retire in disorder. At this juncture my men were ordered to charge 
the enemy, which they did with alacrity, halting not until darkness put 
an end to the pursuit." Capt. J. H. King, of Company G, was killed in 
this last engagement while gallantly encouraging his men at the barri- 
cade. He died nobly, bravely. 

Our loss, colonel, in this series of engagements, is as follows:* 
Killed, 25 ; wounded, 91 ; missing, 18. Total loss in kiUed, wounded, 
and missing, 134. 

In concluding my report to you, colonel, I wish again to call your 
attention to the bravery and gallant conduct of both the officers and 
men of my regiment, and to thank them for their noble conduct and 
bearing throughout all the trying scenes from December 28 to January 
3. They are worthy of immortal honor. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of the glorious dead. Captains 
Shultz and King still live with us, though their bodies molder in the 
earth. The enemy encountered no braver or truer spirits in those trying 
battles. 

How sleep the brave who sink to rest, 

By all their country’s wishes blessed ! 

1 am, colonel, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

PYERHUS WOODWARD, 
Captain, Gomdg. Thirty-sixth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 
Col. W. Geose, 

Commanding Third Brigade. 


Ko. 140. 

Report of Maj. Thomas H. HamricJc, Twenty-ihird Kentucky Infantry. 

Headqtjartees Twenty-thibd Kentucky Infantry, 

Camp in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863. 

SiE: I hereby beg leave to make my report of the part taken by the 
Twenty-third Kentucky Infantry in the two battles before Murfrees- 
borough, December 31, 1862, and January 2, 1863: 

On December 26, 1862, we left our camp, near Nashville, with 282 
men, and took up our line of march with the brigade, under the com- 
mand of Col. William Grose, in the rear of the Sixth Ohio. Halted near 
La Vergne at dusk, where we bivouacked during the night. 

On the morning of the 27th, my regiment was detailed as guard to 
General Palmer’s division train. At night we took up our position with 
the brigade. 

On the 28th (Sunday), we moved to the front with our brigade, and 
were placed as reserve to the Eighty-fourth Hlinois. 

On the 29th, we moved forward, crossed Stewart’s Creek, waist-deep, 
and followed the Eighty-fourth Illinois in line of battle. Remained in 
front all night with the brigade. 

On the 30th, I was ordered forward some 400 yards, to support Par- 
sons’ (regular) battery, on the right, where we remained until dark. 
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when we were relieved, and ordered some 400 yards to the rear and into 
the timber, for rest. 

On the 31st (Wednesday), I was ordered to form in line on the left of 
the Sixth Ohio, fronting the enemy’s battery in front, when, the fire 
becoming heavy upon our right and rear. Colonel Grose ordered me to 
change my front, which I immediately did, facing the direction of the 
enemy’s fire, when I was ordered to unsling knapsacks. I was thee 
ordered to move forward and support the Sixth Ohio, which I did, moving 
as far as the skirt of the wood on my left, when General Palmer rode 
up and ordered me to retire to the support of Parsons’ battery. 

At this time the stampede from the right became generarfrom the 
woods in our front. I had some fear of being carried away with it, but 
found no difficulty in moving my men to the support of the battery, 
forming my right on the battery, and my left resting on the wood. The 
enemy appeared on our front, and poured in a galling fire upon us, with 
the intention, it seemed, to charge the battery. Some regiment formed 
upon my left, resting in the woods. The battery opened a cross-fire upon 
the enemy, as did also my regiment and the one upon my left, driving 
him back in great confusion and with heavy loss. The battery retired, 
when I was ordered to change my front and form behind a ledge of rocks, 
and cause my men to lie down and await the approach of the enemy. 
The enemy’s fire becoming very heavy, I was ordered to fall back with 
my command to the railroad, in rear of the Twenty- fourth Ohio, which 
I did slowly aiM in good order. 

After remaining th^ere for some thirty minutes, I was ordered to move 
forward and relieve the Twenty-fourth Ohio, whose ammunition was 
exhausted. This I did under a heavy fire from the enemy. That posi- 
tion I held for fifty-five minutes, driving the enemy back with my superior 
guns under cover of the woods, when we were relieved and ordered to 
the rear for ammunition. 

. At 5.30 p. m. I was again ordered to the front, when I took the posi- 
tion in the wood, in front of the railroad, occupied by me before I was 
ordered to the rear, which point I occupied until I was relieved, at 1 a. 
m., when I was again ordered to the rear for refreshments and rest. 

On January 1, 1 was ordered to the rear and center of Van Oleve’s and 
Wood’s divisions, where I remained until 12 m., when I was ordered to 
cross the river to our left, where 1 remained until 2.30 p. m., when I was 
ordered to recross the river and go into camp for a night’s rest. 

On January 2, 1 was again ordered with the brigade to cross the river, 
when Colonel Grose ordered me to take a position behind a fence, on 
the extreme front and left. 1 threw out three companies as skirmish- 
ers. I remained in position until 3.30 p. m., when the enemy appeared, 
driving back the forces on my right. The Fifty-ninth Ohio broke and 
ran across my front, and some of them over my men, who were lying 
behind the fence in line. I saw that the enemy were driving back the 
forces upon my right, so I changed my front and opened upon him. I 
had no sooner done so than a battery opened upon my left with grape, 
and at the same time a fire of small-arms was opened upon my left and 
rear, placing me within a cross-fire. I then attempted to move my men 
back to* the brigade, when some stragglers raised the cry, “ We are sur- 
rounded,” and I found it was impossible to keep my men in order. They 
then fell back in confusion. I succeeded in rallying most of them in 
the woods on the left of the brigade. The balance, with a few exceptions, 
rallied and returned. 

The enemy was then driven back with heavy loss. I then moved for- 
ward beyond my original position, keeping open a heavy fire upon him. 
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When we halted we were 500 yards in advance and to the right of our 
ori^nal position, and occupying the ground of our former picket line, 
which position we held until dark, when, being relieved, we returned 
to our position occupied before the engagement, having lost in the two 
days^ engagements 8 killed, 51 wounded, and 22 missing. 

•Chaplain William H. Black deserves especial praise for the manner 
in which he acted, being always at his post, and rendering aid and com- 
fort to the wounded, both while the fight was going on and during the 
two succeeding nights. Dr. A. M. Morrison also deserves great praise 
ibr his kindness and attention to the wounded at all hours, day and 
night. 

My officers, line and staff, acted with great coolness and bravery, 
with a few exceptions, which I cannot particularize in this report. 

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant, 

THOMAS H. HAMEIOK, 

Major y Commanding Regiment, 


Capt. E. Southgate, 

Acting Assista7it Adjutant- Generals Third Brig,y Second Div. 


Ko. 141. 

Report of Col. Nicholas L, Anderson^ Sixth Ohio Infantry. 

Nashville, Tenn., Jaiiuary 7, 1863. 

Colonel : In accordance with orders from headquarters, I have the 
honor to make the following report of the part taken by the Sixth Eegi- 
ment Ohio Volunteers in the late series of battles, beginning on the 
morning of December 31 : 

At about 8 a. m. on that day we were drawn up in line of battle in the 
open field to the north of the burnt brick house, and to the west of the 
cedars, while Eousseau’s division filed by us to get position. Scarcely 
had the rear of that column passed when heavy firing was heard to our 
right,' coming from the cedars and approaching rapidly. I was ordered 
with my regiment into the woods. 1 immediately changed front and 
advanced some 200 yards, when I saw our troops flying in wild disorder, 
and hotly pursued by the enemy. I formed my line and awaited the 
escape of our men and the nearer advance of the enemy. In a few 
moments a terribly fire was opened on us, scarce 100 yards distant, from 
a rebel line apparently four deep. This fire we returned, and a dread- 
ful carnage ensued on both sides. Finding myself hotly pressed, I had 
determined on a charge, and the order was already given to fix bayonets, 
when 1 saw my regiment flanked almost completely on both sides by 
two rebel regiments. I gave the order to fall back,, firing. As soon as 
we reached the edge of the woods, Lieutenant Parsons, of the Fourth 
(Eegular) Artillery, opened on the enemy with terrible effect, and I re- 
formed my line behind his guns, having held my position against tre- 
mendous odds, but with great sacrifice, for forty minutes. 

I then replenished my ammunition, and was soon after ordered to 
throw my regiment diagonally across the Murfreesborough pike and 
hold that position. This I did, under a destructive fire and with much 
loss, during the rest of the day and until midnight, when I was relieved 
by the Twenty-fourth Ohio, and took my regiment a short distance to 
the rear. 

During January 1, my regiment was moved from one place to another 
as the plan of the battle required, but did not get into any general action. 
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On Friday, the 2(], my regiment was ordered with the brigade across 
the river, and placed in position on a slight eminence to the rear of and 
as a support to Yan Gleve’s division. 

All was quiet until about 3.30 p. m., when a tremendous fire was heard 
along our front, and whole masses of the enemy were hurled against 
Yan Oleve’s division, which soon gave way. The enemy came down 
boldly, w’hen I brought my regiment into action, simultaneously with 
the Eighty -fourth Illinois, and we opened a severe cross-fire on the enemy. 
For more than an hour we held the hill, and under our heavy fire, and 
that of a battery from the other side of the river, the enemy soon gave 
way, and when re-enforcements poured in for us they were already in full 
retreat. 

We held our position without further molestation till Sunday morning, 
when we were ordered across the river into camp, the enemy having re- 
treated. 

My regiment, both officers and men, behaved throughout with energy, 
courage, and discipline. The loss was 177 killed, wounded, and missing. 
Among the former was Adjutant Williams, who fell cheering the men 
on, regardless of all personal danger. Accompanying is a correct list 
of the casualties.* 

Respectfully, 

K L. ANBERSOIT, 

Colonel^ Commanding Sixth Ohio Volunteers. 

Colonel Grose, 

Commanding Tenth Brigade. 


hTo. 142. 

Beport of Capt Armistead T. M. Cockerill, Twenty fourth Ohio Infantry. 

' Headquarters Twenty-pourth Ohio Regiment, 

January 6, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by the Twenty-fourth Ohio Regiment in the recent battles before Mur- 
fireesborough, Tenn., of December 31, 1862, and January 2, 1863: 

Our regiment being one of the five regiments composing the Tenth 
Brigade, commanded by Col. William Grose, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana 
Regiment, numbered on the morning of December 31, *1862, 314 enlisted 
men and 14 commissioned officers (Company A' being detached, and was 
not with the regiment), Col. Frederick 0. Jones commanding, Maj. Henry 
Terry acting lieutenant-colonel, Capt. Enoch Weller acting major, Adjt. 
H. Y. Graham, Capt. A. T. M. Oockerill, commanding Company D ; 
Capt. George M. Bacon, commanding Company E ; Lieut. Charles R. 
Harman, commanding Company F; Lieut. Benjamin J. Horton, com- 
manding Company I; Lieut. D. W. O. Wadsworth, commanding Com- 
pany C ) Lieut. William 0. Beck, Company C 5 Lieut. Jacob Diehl, com- 
manding Company H; Lieut. August Draeger, Company H; Lieut. 
John Acker, commanding Company G, and Lieut. Isaac K Dryden, 
commanding Company B. 

Early in the morning of the 31st ultimo heavy artillery and musketry 
firing was distinctly heard on our right, and as the sound neared our 
position it was evident that our forces were falling back, and our posi- 
tion in danger of being flanked, when our front was immediately changed 
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to the left and rear, immediately in rear of the Sixth Ohio, which had 
now become earnestly engaged with the enemy, who was under cover 
of thick woods. We immediately moved forward to support the Sixth, 
and were ordered to lie down in the open space, about 50 paces in their 
rear, being much exposed to a galling fire of rebel infantry. 

The deadly tire of the enemy in superior numbers was mowing down 
the ranks of the gallant Sixth, and they were compelled to fall back. 
Colonel Jones now ordered the regiment to fall back, which was done 
in good order. We halted at about 150 paces, and lay down to await 
the enemy^s approach from the cover of the woods into the open space 
that separated us. On they came like a tornado that would destroy 
everything in its path. Encouraged by their success in driving the 
forces upon our right, they charged upon a battery lying upon our right, 
belonging to General Eousseau’s command, when almost simultaneously 
our forces lying in their front opened upon them with a tremendous fire 
from our infantry and artillery, mowing them down almost by ranks, 
causing dismay and confusion, when they broke and tied in disorder to 
the cover of woods from which they had but just emerged. 

We had rested but a few minutes after this terrible encounter, when 
an orderly of the gallant General Palmer delivered orders for us to move 
double-quick to the support of the hTineteenth Brigade (Colonel Hazen’s), 
which was at this time gallantly resisting a furious charge of the rebel 
hordes in an open cotton-field on our left. We almost instantly formed 
on their right in the field, with Lieutenant Parsons’ Fourth (Eegular) 
Battery on our right. We remained in this position about one hour 
and a half, amid the most terrible shower of ball and shell, encouraged 
by the cool and daring courage of our brigade commander, who was 
apparently omnipresent, watching the movements of the enemy and 
issuing his orders in person, when we were ordered to fall back to the 
turnpike, where another stand was made. 

We had remained in this position but a few minutes, exppsed to a 
severe cross-fire of the enemy, whenColonelJones was mortally wounded 
and carried from the field. The command now devolved upon Maj. 
Henry Terry, who displayed great coolness and bravery during the 
brief period he was permitted to command. Our position at this time 
was very much exposed, and it was here that the regiment suffered 
most. Major Terry was struck in the head and mortally wounded by 
a fragment of shell; Lieut. Charles E. Harman was almost instantly 
killed, and Lieut. Benjamin J. Horton had his leg fractured so severely 
that amputation was necessary. Capt. Enoch Weller now assumed 
command, assisted by me, when, our ammunition being exhausted, the 
regiment was relieved, and retired to the rear to replenish our cartridge- 
boxes, and again moved forward under cover of a cluster of timber, 
where we remained until dark, under a terrible and dangerous fire of 
the enemy’s artillery, directed at some batteries upon our right and left, 
which wounded several of our men. 

Night closed the terrible carnage, and wo retired to the rear to pre- 
pare some refreshments and receive some rest, which was so much 
needed after the fatigues of the day. After resting January 1, on the 
morning of January 2 our regiment, with the brigade, moved across the 
river to support the division of General Yan Cleve, which was alone on 
that side of the river. We prepared a small protection by removiug 
the rails from an adjoining fence and constructing a slight breastwork, 
where we remained until about 3 p. m., when the enemy made a desper- 
ate charge upon the division of General Yan Cleve, and being in such 
force they were compelled to give way, our position being in the rear 
and on the left of Yan Cleve, immediately behind the Twenty-third 
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Kentucky Eegiment, irliicli formed the advance of our brigade, the 
Thirty-sixth Indiana, Sixth Ohio, and Eighty-fourth Illinois being 
immediately in our rear. The forces of Yan Cleve were retreating in 
confusion, running directly over our artificial covering, draining the fire 
of the enemy directly toward ns. 

Captain Weller, commanding the regiment, displayed great cooliless 
and bravery, ordering us to hold our position. The enemy were now 
rushing wildly and madly on, and were near flanking our position, when 
Captain Weller was instantly killed. The regiment now retired in con- 
fusion under cover of some buildings and timber, when the Thirty-sixth 
Indiana, Sixth Ohio, and Eighty-fourth Illinois Eegiments poured in 
such deadly volleys of musketry, causing a check in the enemy’s ad- 
vance, when the regiment rallied and again went gallantly into the 
fight with her colors in the front. The command now devolving upon 
me, the regiment was brought back and bivouacked with the brigade 
upon the spot that but a few moments before had been the scene of 
havoc and death. 

At 3 a. m. the 3d instant I moved the regiment to the front on picket 
duty, and remained until 12 m., when we were relieved and retired across 
the river, which was waist-deep to the men. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the heroic and gallant 
officers who sacrificed their lives in the late bloody encounters ; they 
were true and brave men. What more can be said "I 

Great praise is due personally to Oapt. George M. Bacon, Lieutenants 
Dry den, Horton, Diehl, Draeger, Wadsworth, Beck, and Adjutant Gra- 
ham, for gallant and efficient services rendered during the entii’e en- 
gagement, displaying that coolness and bravery so necessary in such 
emergencies. 

The non-commissioned officers of the regiment performed well their 
part of the drama, several of the companies being commanded by first 
sergeants, who bravely and ably performed the tasks assigned them. 
Our killed and wounded were promptly cared for by the corps of musi- 
cians under directions of Dr. Orr, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana Eegiment, 
who manifested great zeal and energy in having them comfortably pro- 
vided for and dressing their wounds. 

I cannot omit to notice that the gallant behavior of the regiment is 
attributable to the brave example of our gallant brigade commander, 
whose brave and heroic daring on the field of Shiloh was still fresh in 
their memories. Also Brigadier-General Palmer, whose simplicity of 
manners and kind words of encouragement to the men, coupled with the 
cool and daring courage upon the field, cannot fail to inspire the men 
with confidence in their commanders. 

The command devolving upon me when the last engagement was 
nearly closed, I am unable to make a minute report in detail of the part 
taken by the regiment in the recent desperate and bloody engagements 
of December 31 and Januaiy 2. 

Our loss in killed, wounded, and missing is as follows: Commis- 
sioned officers killed, 4; wounded, 4. Enlisted men killed, 10; mor- 
tally wounded, 6; severely wounded, 62; missing, 12. Total killed, 
wounded, and missing, 98. Besides the foregoing, there are 20 slightly 
wounded, but not disabled for duty. 

I hSive the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. T. M. COOKEEILL, 

Gw^tain^ Commanding Twenty-fourth Ohio Regiment. 

Oapt. E. Southgate, 

Acting Asst Adjt Oen., Tenth Brig., Fourth Div, 
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Ko. 143. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Soraiio P. Van Gleve, U. 8. Army^ commanding Third 

Division. 

Headquarters Third Division, Left Wing, 

Army of the Cumberland, 
, 1863. 

Major: I have the honor to submit the followingreport of the oper- 
ations of my division on December 31, 1862 : 

At 7 o’clock in the morning of that day I received an order to cross 
Stone’s Eiver, on which my left rested, and march toward Murfrees- 
borough. The First Brigade, Colonel Beatty, Third Brigade, Colonel 
Price, and the batteries, Captain Swallow commanding, were promptly 
moved over and formed in line. The Second Brigade, Colonel Fyffe, 
being retained on the south side by a subsequent order, my lines being 
formed and about to advance, by your order I recrossed the river, leav- 
ing the Third Brigade to guard the ford. With the First Brigade I 
marched rapidly to the support of General Eoiisseau, whose division 
was bard pressed by the enemy. We formed in a wood on the south 
side of the Murfreesborough and Nfasbville turnpike. 

Our lines were no sooner formed than the enemy was seen advancing, 
driving before him our scattered troops. Our ranks were opened to 
suffer these to pass, when they closed and opened on the enemy a with- 
ering fire, which soon brought him to a halt. A murderous fire was 
kept up on both sides about twenty minutes, when the enemy began to 
recoil. Uur second line now relieving the first with hearty cheers, the 
rebels broke and retreated. The Second Brigade, coming up at this 
moment, formed on the right and joined in the pursuit. We pressed 
the enemy through this wood, then across an open field to another wood, 
where they appeared to have met with re-enforcements and reformed. 

The Seventh Indiana Battery, Captain Swallow, joined us in the open 
field and rendered efficient aid. 

Here 1 received information from General Eosecrans that General 
Eousseau was driving the enemy, accompanied with an order for me to 
press them hard. At the same time I was notified by a messenger from 
Colonel Barker, whose brigade was to my right and rear, that the 
enemy were in force on my right, in a wood, and were planting a bat- 
tery there. I immediately sent a message to Colonel Barker to press 
the enemy hard, as I had no reserve to protect my right ; to Captain 
Swallow, who was doing good service with his battery, not to suffer it to 
be captured ; to Colonel Beatty to send two regiments, if they could pos- 
sibly be spared, to the support of Colonel Fyffe, and a fourth to Gen- 
eral Crittenden, to inform him of my critical situation. The enemy 
now poured a galling fire of musketry, accompanied with grape and 
shell, on our right. Colonel Fyffe’s brigade, supported by Captain 
Swallow’s battery, gallantly returned the fire, but, being overpowered 
by numbers on front and flank, were soon compelled to retire, followed 
but.a short distance by the enemy. 

Captain Swallow, to whom too much praise cannot be awarded, brought 
off his battery safely. Colonel Beatty, who had been pressing the enemy 
on the left, as soon as he learned the conditions of affairs, retired in good 
order. With two of his regiments he was ordered by General Eose- 
crans to protect a battery on the Murfreesborough road. The remain- 
ing two regiments of his brigade and Colonel Fyffe’s brigade were re- 
formed and took a position on the left of General McCook’s corps, and 
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to the right of the Pioneers ; which position we occupied without further 
adventure till after dark. 

I cannot close this report without inviting your attention to the gal- 
lantry displayed by those under my command during this engagement. 
To both officers and men too much praise cannot be awarded. I would 
particularly notice the coolness, intrepidity, and skill of my brigade 
commanders, Colonels Beatty and Fyffe, and of Captain Swallow, chief 
of artillery. To the members of my staff, Capts. E. A. Otis, assistant 
adjutant-general; C. H. Wood, inspector-general; William Starling, 
topographical engineer; Lieuts. T. F. Murdock and H. N. Williams, 
aides-de-camp, I owe much for the promptness, faithfulness, and gal- 
lantry with which they executed my orders and conveyed intelligence 
on the field. Sergt. E. B, Ehodes, of the First Ohio Cavalry, in com- 
mand of my escort, conducted himself like a true soldier, and deserves 
honorable mention. 

Individual acts of bravery in the different brigades will be brought to 
your notice in the reports of their respective commanders. 

A slight wound, received early this day, becoming exceedingly pain- 
ful, on the following morning I was compelled to turn over the command 
of the division to Colonel Beatty and retire from the field. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

H. P. VAN CLEVE, 

Brigad ler- General. 

Maj. Lyne Starling, 

Assistant Adjutant- General j Left Wing. 


No. 144. 

Bejgorts of Col. Samuel Beatty^ Nineteenth Ohio Infantry^ commanding 

Third Division. 

Headquarters Third Division, Left Wing, 

Gamjg near Murfreeslyorough^ January — ^ 1863. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of this division for the time embraced between January 1 and 3, 
inclusive : 

I was called to the command of the division on the morning of Janu- 
ary 1, by General Van elevens disability, from the wound received in the 
battle of the preceding day. At 3 a. m. on that day I received orders 
to cross Stoners Eiver with my command at the upper ford, and hold 
the hill overlooking the river, near the ford. Accordingly, at daybreak, 
the Third IBrigade, Colonel Price commanding, crossed the river at the 
place indicated, throwing out skirmishers and flankers. , Colonel Price ^ 
was quickly followed by Colonel Fyffe’s brigade (Second), the forces 
being formed in two lines, the right resting on the high j^ound near 
the river and east of the ford, and the left thrown forward so that the 
direction of the line should be nearly perpendicular to the river. 

In the mean time the First Brigade, Colonel Grider commanding, had 
been disposed as follows : Two regiments were formed in the hollow, 
near the hospital, as a reserve, the other two remaining on the other 
side of* the river to support a battery. 

The enemy’s skirmishers were now discovered in a wood, distant half 
a mile or so from our first line, and occasional firing took place on both 
sides.- Information of all these movements was sent to General Crit- 
tenden, who sent me word that if I needed artillery to order up a bat- 
tery. The Third Wisconsin Battery, Lieutenant Livingston command- 
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ing, was accordingly, at about 10 a. m., ordered to cross tlie river and 
remain in tbe hollow near the ford. 

Small parties of the enemy^s cavalry and infantry were occasionally 
seen, and at length a strong line was distinctly visible through the 
openings in the wood. Lieutenant Livingston was now ordered to bring 
up his battery. It was accordingly placed in position on the rising 
ground in front of Colonel Fyffe’s brigade. Several shells were thrown 
at the enemy’s line, which caused its disappearance. It was supposed 
they had laid down. One section, Lieutenant Hubbard commanding, 
was now moved to the hill on the right, whence also one or two shells 
were thrown at detached parties. Colonel Fyffe’s brigade was moved 
to the left of the battery, where it was covered by a skirt of woods. 
Our whole force had been constantly concealed by making the men lie 
down. 

About 1 o’clock the remaining two raiments of Colonel Grider’s bri- 
gade (the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentucky) were ordered to cross 
the river, which they did, forming near the hospital, on the left of the 
other two regiments of the same brigade, to protect our left flank. The 
enemy’s forces were occasionally seen moving to our left, and Generals 
Crittenden and Palmer were advised of that fact. Colonel Grose was, 
consequently, ordered to support me, his brigade formed so as to pro- 
tect our left, relieving the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentucky. These 
two regiments then formed in rear of the right of the second line as a 
reserve, being posted in the hollow near the ford. No other disturbance 
occurred during the day, except the occasional firing of the skirmishers, 
so Colonel Grose’s brigade and Livingston’s battery recrossed the river. 

About midnight we were alarmed by sharp firing from the skirmishers. 
They reported that it was caused by the enemy’s skirmishers advancing 
and firing upon us. One of our men was killed and one wounded. Noth- 
ing else occurred during the night. 

On the morning of Friday, January 2, Livingston’s battery came across 
the river again and was posted as before. There was light skirmishing 
during the earlier part of the day. * The Seventy -ninth Indiana Regi- 
ment, Colonel Knefier, was ordered to take place in the first line, to 
close the gap between Colonel Fyffe’s brigade and the others. , 

Nothing of note occurred until about 11 o’clock, when the firing of 
the enemy’s skirmishers became very constant and heavy, as they slowly 
crept up toward us. The skirmishers now reported a battery being 
planted in our front, and shortly afterward that fifteen regiments of 
infantry and three pieces of artillery were moving to our left. Notice of 
all these movements was given to Generals Crittenden and Palmer, and 
Colonel Grose’s brigade again came over to our support. 

About noon the enemy’s battery opened with occasional shell, directed 
at Lieutenant Hubbard’s section of artillery, on the hill. The enemy’s 
artillery was now seen moving to our left, and soon another battery 
opened fire upon Lieutenant Hubbard’s section. As the enemy’s skir- 
mishers were so near that their fire was annoying and dangerous to the 
artillery, I ordered Lieutenant Livingston to retire and take a position 
on the hill near the hospital. A few shells were still thrown by the 
enemy’s battery on our left, and occasional ones from an apparently 
heavy battery across the river. 

As the enemy’s skirmishers pressed ours very closely, our line was 
strengthened by throwing out two more companies. The firing was 
very sharp, and many of our men, as well as theirs, were wounded. 

At about 2.30 o’clock it was reported that four more of the enemy’s 
guns were moving toward our left. Word was sent in this case, as of 
all other movements, to General Crittenden. 
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At about 3 p. ID. our skirmisbers reported that the euemy^s skirmitshers 
were throwing down the fence in front of our line. Orders were sent to 
Colonel Price to let his first line fall back behind the crest of the hill, 
but before he could receive them the enemy were advancing across the 
field to the charge. They were formed in column, with a front of appar- 
ently two regiments. The first column was three regiments, or six ranks 
deep. This was succeeded by a second of the same depth, and a third 
of apparently greater. At the same moment their artillery opened from 
three or four different points, throwing shot, shell, and canister directly 
into us. 

As the enemy^s column approached to within 100 yards or so, the first 
line rose up and delivered a heavy fire upon their column, which checked 
it for a moment. They soon pressed on, however. The regiments of 
the first line (the Fifty- first Ohio, Eighth Kentucky, and Thirty-fifth and 
Seventy-ninth Indiana) fought gallantly until the enemy wWe within 
a few yards of them, when, overpowered by numbers, they were com- 
pelled to retire. This movement confused and disorganized the second 
line, which also was ordered to fall back. The reserve, consisting of the 
Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth and Eleventh Kentucky, was now ordered 
up. They advanced most gallantly toward the crest of the hill and 
poured a destructive fire upon the enemy, whose fihst column was by 
this time almost annihilated. Their supporting column soon came up, 
however, and at the same time a force advanced along the river bank 
upon our right flank. Our men fought with the most desperate courage, 
as will appear from their severe loss, until forced back by the actual 
pressure of the enemy. Even then they broke from the rig:ht, file by 
file, stubbornly contesting the ground. At last, however, the right being 
forced back, the left was ordered to retire, which it slowly did, until the 
bank of the river was reached. 

Attempts were made to rally the men at several points, but it was 
impossible, from the heavy fire and the close proximity of the enemy. 
Most of them were therefore forced across the river, where many of 
them rallied and returned with the first supporting troops 5 and I am 
proud to say that the colors of the Nineteenth Ohio, Ninth Kentucky, 
and Fifty-first Ohio were the first to recross the stream after the enemy ^s 
check. The tremendous fire of our artillery on the south side of the 
river, with Livingston^s battery on the other, with the determined resist- 
ance they had met, had stopped the enemy at the river ; and now, as 
our troops pressed forward, they fled in confusion, leaving four of their 
guns. 

Several brave officers had rallied a great number of our men, and 
were the foremost in the advance. Night now came on and closed the 
pursuit. The regiments were rapidly reorganized, and in a few hours 
were in a state of efficiency, and turned out promptly and cheerfully at 
an alarm. 

The Second Brigade, Colonel Fyffe^s, was not attacked, the front of 
the enemy^s column not extending to them; seeing the right driven 
back, they also retired in good order. 

Lieutenant Livingston’s battery fired constantly and well from the 
first appearance of the enemy until the very last moment he could remain 
safely. He then crossed the river without losing a piece.- 

I cannot too much commend the gallant manner in which my men 
fought, and the promptness with which, when forced to give way, they 
rallied and reorganized. Numerous instances of individual courage and 
devotion appear in the regimental and brigade reports. 

To the commanders of the different brigades (Colonels Grider, Price, 
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and Fyffe) my thanks are due for the gallantry and coolness of their 
behavior under very trying circumstances. Lieutenant Livingston, of 
the Third Wisconsin Battery, did efficient service and performed his 
duty ably and handsomely. Lieutenant Smock, Third Kentucky Cav- 
alry, who commanded a detachment of couriers, remained constantlj^ 
near me, and was of great use. 

To the following officers (members of my staff) I tender my thanks 
for their assistance, and the manner in which it was rendered: Gapts. E. 
A. Otis, assistant adjutant-general; O. H. Wood, acting assistant in- 
spector-general, and William Starling, topographical engineer; Lieuts. 
T. F. Murdock and H, K. Williams, aides-de-camp. 

For particulars of the action of the different brigades and detached 
regiments, I have the honor to refer you to their respective reports, 
herewith transmitted. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL BEATTY, 

Colonel^ Gomdg, Third Div., Left Whig, Fourteenth Army Corps, 

Maj. Ly’NE Staeling-, Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headqdajbtees Thied Division, Left Wing-, 

January 10, 1863. 

In my official report of the part the Third Division took in the engage- 
ment before Murfreesborough, I omitted to mention the valuable serv- 
ices rendered by the acting medical director of the division, Maj. M. 0. 
Woodworth, surgeon of the Fifty-first Ohio Volunteers, and now take 
advantage of the opportunity to give credit and due praise to him as an 
able and efficient officer, and thank him for his valuable services ren- 
dered to the wounded of this division by his able and energetic efforts 
in their behalf. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL BEATTY, 

Colonel, Comdg, Third Dir., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, 
Maj. Lyne Staeling, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


B^ort of the mwiber killed, wounded, and missing from the Third Division) Left Wing, in 
the engagement iefore Murfreesborough, Tenn, 
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52 
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Eespectfully submitted. 


SAMUEL BEATTY, 


Colonel, Comdg. Third Div,, Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps. 


But see revised statement, pp. 213, 214. 
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Xo. 145. 

Rejyort ofCa^t George R. Swcdloic^ Seventh Indiana Battery. 

Gamp of the Seventh Indiana Eatt., Third Diy., 

January Oj 1803. 

On the morning of December 31, I ordered Lieutenant Buckmar to 
move the battery in rear of the Second Brigade of tlie Third Division. 
This brigade was not moved across the river at the time the First and 
Third crossed and recrossed, but was ordered up the pike in the vicinity 
of our hospital, where the enemy's cavalry were trying to capture pris- 
oners from our broken and retreating columns. The battery opened 
upon them with shell, our cavalry at the same time charging upon them, 
which caused them to retreat in disorder. The brigade then advanced 
to the right and front, through a cedar thicket into an open field, the 
battery following immediately in rear. While in the field, and nearly 
across it, our advance commenced skirmishing with the enemy. I iui- 
mediately ordered the battery into position, and the firing to commence 
with shell to our right and front, where the enemy^s infantry were rap- 
idly advancing upon us. They soon entered the field, when I ordered 
the battery to open upon them with canister, at the same time ordering 
the caissons to the rear. ^ 

I soon saw part of the brigade falling back in disorder and the enemy 
advancing across the field toward the battery, with a yell. I then or- 
dered the battery to limber to the rear and retire as rapidly as possible, 
which was done in not the best order. We reached the pike and took 
position near the old block-house, with a loss of 1 lieutenant, F. W. 
Buckmar, seriously wounded, 1 man killed, and 2 wounded. During 
the day the battery occupied several different positions, engaging the 
enemy’s artillery and infantry, but with what effect is not known. At 
night went into park a short distance from the old block-house, having 
had 1 lieutenant and 4 men wounded, and 3 killed. 

On the morning of the 1st instant, by Captain Mendenhall’s order, 
I took position near the ford, supported by General Cruft’s brigade. 
Nothing worthy of note transpired during the day, and the morning of 
the 2d instant found us occupying the same position. During the day 
General hTegley’s command took position in my rear and near the ford. 
Six guns of the artillery under his command took position on my left, 
and Captain Mendenhall’s battery of eight guns, under command of 
Lieutenant Parsons, came into position on my right and front. 

About 4 p.,m. I received word that the enemy were advancing in 
force to attack the left of our wing. Their hues of infantry soon came 
in full view, and the batteries on my right and left, together with my 
own, opened a rapid and vigorous fire upon their advancing columns. 
They soon opened a galling artillery fire upon us from three different 
points. The battery on my left retired a short distance, and the one on 
my right commenced to fire, retiring. Seeing this, I ordered the battery 
to fix prolonge, to fire retiring. About this time the vent of my left 
piece became filled with friction primers, and was ordered to the rear for 
repair without my knowledge. The drivers of the other pieces, seeing 
this piece moving to the rear, supposed the order had been ^ven to 
retire, and drove some 40 yards to the rear before they could be halted. 
The order was then given to advance, and one piece was moved by hand 
to its first position ; the rest were limbered and moved to the position 
first occupied, except the gun that had been ordered to the rear, where 
all the ammunition was expended except a few rounds of canistetf Xu 
this engagepQopt we had 1 wan killed and 2 wounded, 
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January 3 found the battery in the same i)osition. General J^egley 
ordered the battery to open fire upon a line of the enemy’s infantry, 
which did no good, and wounded 1 of my own men by the premature 
discharge of one of the guns. 

During the whole engagement 1 expended 406 rounds of ammunition; 
had 1 lieutenant and 7 men wounded ; 4 men killed ; 4 horses wounded, 
1 killed, and 4 missing. 

I should have done more firing, but General Eosecrans told me he 
wanted some ammunition reserved for an emergency. 

Eespectfully, 

G. E. SWALLOW, 
Oa^iam Seventh Indiana Battery. 


m. 146 . 

Report of Lieut. Alamon J. Stevens^ Battery J5, Bennsylvania Light 

Artillery. 

Headquarteiis Pennsylvania Liaiix Artillery, 

^ Jamiary 5, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken 
in the recent action by the Pcimsylvania battery : 

On the morning of December 31 we were ordered to ci'oss the river 
with the First Brigade, to take position, which we had barely time to do 
when we were ordered back again. We then followed the First Brigade 
toward the right wing, where the battle was raging fiercely. We found 
everything there in confusion, and it impossible to follow our brigade, 
and the battery nearly in the lines of the enemy. Yon then gave me the 
permission to fight on my own hook, and do the best in. my powei\ I 
then countermarched the battery and took position on the rising ground 
on the left of the old block-house, along the line of the railroad, and 
opened fire on the enemy, who were advancing through the woods on 
the right of the pike and in our front We fired as rapidly as possible 
with spherical case from our smooth-bores and Schenkl shells from our 
rifles, when, finding the enemy checked and our infantry advancing, 
we limbered to the front, advanced a short distance across the pike, 
where we came in position and fired a few rounds, when the Board of 
Trade Battery advanced and took position on our left, covering all the 
intermediate ground in our fx'ont. 

We changed position by moving by the left flank, and occupied the 
rising ground in the corn-field to the right of the pike, and covering the 
woods, out of which General Eousseau’s and Kegley’s troops were retir- 
ing. We reserved our fire until our own troops were clear of the woods, 
and the enemy’s lines, with banners flying, came in sight on the verge 
of the timber, within 500 yards of our battery. We opened upon them 
with spherical case, shell, and canister, and fired briskly for about fif- 
teen minutes, when, seeing no more of the enemy, we ceased firing ; 
some of the enemy’s advance fell within 15 or 20 yards of our guns. By 
General Eousseau’s advice, we then fell back on the rising ground be- 
tween that and the railroad, firing a few shots at the enemy. 

By Captain Mendenhall’s order, we again advanced to our former posi- 
tion in the corn-field on the right of the pike, and met with a warm 
reception from the enemy’s musketry from the woods in our front, and, 
the right flank being at the same time under cross-fire from one of the 
enemy’s batteries on our left, wo opened fire on the woods in our front 
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and right, soon silencing the enemy’s hre, when, finding that we had no 
support on either flanks or rear, we again withdrew to the rising ground 
between the ] 3 ike and railroad. We then were ordered by Captain Men- 
denhall to take position across the pike, near the old log-house in our 
extreme front, having to guard against the enemy’s advance up the pike 
and from the woods on our right, from which a continued fire of mus- 
ketry annoyed us. At the same time a battery opened upon us from 
the brick house near the pike, injuring one of our trails and limber, to 
which we replied until our long-range ammunition, the supply of which 
was small, was exhausted, when I had the smooth-bores withdrawn and 
took a position to rake the pike with canister, in case the enemy ad- 
vanced, and kept the two rifles in the advance until night, when the 
whole battery was withdrawn about 500 yards to the rear, and supplied 
with ammunition. 


On the morning of January 1 , by your order, we took position on the 
left of the railroad, and at a right angle with it, the Sixth Ohio Battery 
on our left. We did no firing that day, with the exception of a few 
shots in the morning thrown at the woods in our front, and kept in 
position ready for action in that vicinity nearly the whole day 5 at night 
went into park in rear of the log-house near the railroad. 

At sunrise on the morning of January 2, we were saluted with a shower 
of solid balls from the enemy’s batteries, falling in too close a vicinity to 
be agreeable. We mounted quickly and took position on the left of the 
railroad, on a small rise commanding the approach of the enemy in our 
front. Captain Mendenhall then ordered us to the front, to take a posi- 
tion commanding the open field to the left of the railroad. During the 
forenoon we were several times saluted with shots from the battery of 
the enemy planted in the woods beyond the opening in our front, to 
which we remained silent until near noon, when skirmishers of the Fifty- 
first Indiana, which supported us on the right, advanced across the 
opening and drove the enemy’s pickets, when the enemy opened upon 
them with canister, at the same time upon us with solid shot. Our skir- 
mishers falling back, we opened with solid shot, when the battery became 
silent, and remained so until 3 p. m., when it again opened, and, shortly 
after, heavy musketry was heard upon pur left ,• we opened at the bat- 
tery in our front, when it became silent. 

When we saw the enemy advancing upon our left wing across the 
river, and our men falling back, we changed front, firing to the left, and 
opened a cross-fire on them, and continued it until our forces in their 
front compelled them to fall back beyond our range. We remained in 
position until 9 p. m., when we ascertained that our supports on our 
flanks had been withdrawn without we being notified of the fact ; and 
no pickets in front between us and the enemy’s lines, I withdrew the 
battery to the rear of the infantry and parked. 

On the morning of January 3 we returned to our position of the pre- 
vious day, support having returned, where we remained until 3 p. m., 
when we were ordered across and took the place occupied by the Third 


Wisconsin Battery, where we remained until near midnight, when we 
were ordered to recross the river, which we did, and parked on the 
ground we now occupy. We expended about 1,650 rounds of ammuni- 
tion, lost 7 horses, 2 men killed and 7 wounded, a few small-arms, and 
a large quantity of clothing, camp and garrison equipage. 

Tours, respectfully, 

A. J. STEVENS, 


First Lieutenant^ Commanding Battery. 


Capt. G. E. SwALLOwr, 

Chief of Artillery^ 3d Left lUh Army Corps. 
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NTo. 147. 

Beport of Lieut. Cortland Livingston^ Third Wisconsin Battery. 

Camp op the Thied Wisconsin Batteey, 

Bear Mitrfreesiorougli., Tenn., Jamiary o, 1863. 

Sie : I would report as follows the part taken in the actions of Decem- 
ber 31 and the 1st, 2d, and 3d of January, 1863, by the Third Wisconsin 
Battery: 

At daybreak on the morning of December 31 we moved from camp 
with our division, and crossed the ford at Stone’s Biver to the east and 
Murfreesborough side. We took a commanding position in battery. Jii 
a short time we were ordered to recross to the west side and take up 
a position commanding the ford (all the troops that had crossed were 
ordered to recross). The Third Brigade, under Colonel Price, supported 
our flanks. Very early in the action the enemy gained on our right 
wing, and many wagons and ambulances moved across this ford. A hos- 
pital was established in some buildings there. I inquired of an officer, 
and was informed that we had infantry pickets and a small force ot 
cavalry on the other side. 

About 12 m. I saw a great stampede among the ambulances, wagons, 
and stragglers opposite, and was told some rebel cayalry were charging on 
them. I was fearful of making a mistake and firing on our own cavalry. 
We could not see the enemy until he got among the wagons and was 
taking them off. We then opened upon them and disabled 2 wagons, 
which blocked the lane and obliged them to leave without their booty. 
I think they got off with only 5 wagons. They left 1 man killed, and 
carried ofi: their wounded. We shelled the woods in the direction they 
had taken. We expended 50 rounds of ammunition that day. The 
only casualty was 1 man, Henry S. Ketley, wounded in the thigh, 
slightly. 

January 1, Thursday, the battery was advanced across the river with 
the Third Division, under command of Colonel Beatty, with orders to 
protect the left from any flank movement, but not to bring on a general 
engagement. After moving forward about half a mile we discovered 
two regiments of infantry on a hill-side. We threw a few shells among 
them, and they withdrew to the woods on their left. We fired very 
little that day, only when we saw evidences of their massing troops. 
We had 1 man (A. J. Uleric) slightly wounded by the sharpshooters. 

January 2. This morning we discovered the enemy had erected a forti- 
fication on the brow of the hill, miles to our front. Soon they opened 
on us with their 24-pounder brass pieces. We did not reply, and they 
did us no injury. Soon they moved these guns nearer to us, and more 
to their right. This gave them a flank fire, and we found it very danger- 
ous to remain there. We were ordered to withdraw and take up a posi- 
tion a half mile to our rear and left, near the hospital. About half an 
hour after we had done so, we saw the enemy had drawn up in line and 
were advancing in great force. Just then General Eosecrans ordered 
me to change my position, so that I was a little late in opening my fire. 
The enemy advanced steadily, driving in our pickets. Our fire was very 
effective, but their ranks closed up immediately. 

Soon I saw our right had given way that rested on the river. A heavy 
column had advanced under cover of the bank of the river and its skirt 
of woods, and had flanked the troops stationed there. I then sent my 
caissons across to the west side, and, seeing everything giving way, I sent 
one section at a time across, still working those that remained until the 
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others were over. When the last section reached the ford, one regiment 
of the enemy was within 100 yards of it, and poured a galling fire into 
us. Many of our horses were shot dead in the river, but our brave boys 
cleared them from the teams, and everything was got across. We 
opened fire on them as soon as we had crossed, though many of our cais- 
sons had not yet come up. We opened fire at three difierent positions 
after we crossed, and soon after the enemj’- gave back. Were crossed 
to the east side, to sustain General Davis, and took a position in advance 
of the one taken the day previous, January 1. We expended this day 
300 rounds of ammunition. Our fire was very good, disabling two of 
the enemy^s limbers and killing their horses, but our fire was directed 
mostly at their advancing lines. We lost 9 horses, 2 sets lead harness, 
and had 2 men, Sergeants Holenbeck and Daniel Eobin, wounded, not 
seriously. 

January 3. We had remained in our position, assigned us by General 
Davis, all night and until noon this day, before we were relieved. Our 
horses had had nothing to eat for forty-eight hours, and our men were 
wet with wading the river, and without shelter from the cold pelting 
rain 5 but when 1 told them it was the imperative order of General Davis 
and of vital necessity that we should hold out a little longer, they cheer- 
fully obeyed. General Davis kindly divided what little he had to eat 
with our men, as did also Colonel Beatty the day before. 

We had no rations issued since the 30th, and our provision and forage 
wagon had been sent back by order of some one. At 11 a. m. we were 
relieved by the Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Battery, and fell back a 
little to feed. At 11 p. m. we recrossed the river, by order of Captain 
Mendenhall, and took up our old position on the west side, commanding 
the ford. 

January 4. Eemained at the ford until 5 p. m., when we were ordered 
to this camp. 

We have expended in all 358 rounds of ammunition, lost 9 horses, 2 
sets harness, and have 4 men wounded. Present for duty, 3 commis- 
sioned ofScers and 107 men. 


Yours, &c., 


COETLAYD LIVINGSTON, 
Lieutenant^ Commanding Third Wisconsin Battery. 


Captain Swallow, 

Chief of Arty . Brig.^ M JDiv.^ Left Wing^ Army of the Cumberland. 


No. 148. 

Report of Got Samuel Beatty^ Nineteenth Ohio Infantry^ commanding 

First Brigade. 

Hdqrs. 1st Brig., 3b Drv., Left Wing, 14th. A« C., 

In Gamp^ near Murfreesboroughj Tenn., January 9, 1863. 
Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
First Brigade, Third Division, left wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, in 
the action of December 31, 1862 : 

At 8 a. m., December 31, 1862, the Third Division having crossed 
Stoners Eiver, on the extreme left of the army, formed line of battle, 
with the right of the First Brigade resting on the bank of the river. 
The line was scarcely established when an order was received to recross 
the stream and march to the right, across the Nashville and Chatta- 
nooga Eailroad track, and west of the Nashville and Murfreesborough 
pike. 
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Here the brigade, marching in advance of the division, was met by re- 
treating columns, bearing unmistakable signs of disaster, who reported 
themselves belonging to the command of Major-General Rousseau, 
They broke through the lines of the brigade — infantry, cavalry, artil- 
lery, ambulances, baggage train, &c. — ^in the greatest confusion, fre- 
quently separating the regiments of the brigade, threatening serious 
trouble. Line of battle was finally formed upon a point indicated by 
•Major-General Rosecrans in person, consisting of the Kineteenth Regi- 
ment Ohio Volunteers, Maj. Charles P. Mauderson commanding, on the 
right 5 the ISTinth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, Col. Benjamin C. 
Grider commanding, on the left; in front, the Nineteenth Ohio Volun- 
teers, supported by the Seventy-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, 
Col. Frederick Knefler commanding, and the Ninth Kentucky, sup- 
ported by the Eleventh Regiment ^Kentucky Volunteers, Maj. B. L. 
Mottley commanding. It was with the utmost difficulty that the line 
established was maintained. It was impossible to prevent the retreat- 
ing columns from breaking through and almost destroying it ; but the 
brigade stood fast and never wavered. The enemy was rapidly approach- 
ing in three heavy columns, to reach and capture the train of the army, 
immediately in rear and across the pike. Fire had to be reserved on 
account of our own troops, who were in front of the line. The front at 
last having been cleared by our own men, and the enemy^s column ap- 
pearing at a short distance, a heavy fire was opened by the front line of 
the brigade, which was kept up with very destructive effect, and com- 
pletely checked the enemy’s advance, who for some time maintained the 
position, inflicting severe loss upon us. 

At this juncture the Eleventh Kentucky and Seventj^-ninth Indiana 
Regiments were ordered to relieve the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Ken- 
tucky Regiments, in front, who by this time expended many rounds of 
their ammunition, wheeled into column, and the two supporting regi- 
ments passed through the intervals. The whole movement was accom- 
plished in fine order, under the very heavy fire of the enemy. The new 
line immediately opened fire ui')ou the miemy, who commenced falling 
back; bayonets were ordered to be fixed, and the Seventy-ninth Indi- 
ana and the Eleventh Kentucky were ordered to advance, supported by 
the other two regiments. They advanced rapidly, the enemy retreating. 
An uninterrupted fire was kept up, and the enemy compelled, after a 
pursuit of nearly a mile from the position fix'st occupied by the brigade, 
to take refuge behind his works, which could not be assailed for the 
want of artillery, which could not advance in that direction, owing to 
the very rough and uneven nature of the ground. 

While in this position, the Second Brigade of the Third Division, 
which had in the mean time advanced on the right of the First Brigade, 
and was now on a line parallel with it, was forced back by strongly re- 
enforced columns of the enemy again appearing in front. The First 
Brigade was ordered to fall back, to prevent a flank movement, which 
was accomplished in good order, to a distance of about 300 yards, and. 
took position in a cedar thicket, where skirmishers thrown to the front 
kept up a continual §re. 

At this point I was ordered by Major-General Rosecrans to move to 
the support of Mendenhall’s and the Chicago Board of Trade Battery, 
on the left of the brigade. The Ninth and Eleventh Kentucky Regi- 
ments were ordered to that point, and the Nineteenth Ohio and the Sev- 
enty-ninth Indiana Regiments were ordered to fall back and to join the 
Second Brigade, on the right 

In this position tlie brigade remained until midnight, when the bri* 
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gade was ordered to recross the pike, and there bivouacked until morn- 
ing. The brigade was hotly engaged for three hours. Eegimental re- 
i:)orts, which I have the honor herewith to transmit, have accurate lists 
of casualties, and I refer you to them for particulars. . 

Commanders of regiments, officers, and soldiers did their duty gal- 
lantly, and their splendid conduct, repulsing the enemy when victori- 
ously pursuing our disordered troops, contribured in no small measure 
to the successful result of the day. 

My thanks are due to Lieutenants ‘Sheets and Percival, of my staff, 
and the soldiers of my escort, for their efficient services in the action. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

SAMUEL BEATTY, 

Colonel^ Gomdg, Third Div.^ Left Wing ^ Fourteenth Army Corps. 

Capt. E. A. Otis, 

A. A. ft, Third Left Wing^ Fourteenth Army Corps. 


No. 149. 

Reports of Col. Benjamin C. Grider^ Ninth Kentucky Infantry^ command- 
ing regiment and First Brigade. 

In Camp, neab Mubfeeesboeough, Tenn., 

January 1, 1863. 

Lieutenant : My regiment, the Ninth Kentucky Yolunteer Infantry, 
was early yesterday morning ordered on the south side of Stone’s Eiver, 
and formed in line of battle in the front line, and on the left of the Nine- 
teenth Ohi .0 Volunteers (Major Manderson). We had advanced a short 
distance down the river, when we were ordered to recross, to support 
our forces in the center and on the right, understanding that the enemy 
were driving them, and had turned our right, and probably gained our 
rear. We moved by the flank, and at a double-quick, to the Murfrees- 
borough pike, and thence along that pike about a half mile to our 
rear, to a skirt of woods, through which we saw our men retreating, 
and heard that they had been before forced back through them. We 
formed on the pike, the Nineteenth Ohio on the right and the Ninth 
Kentucky on the left, the two composing the front line, supported by 
the Eleventh Kentucky, Major Mottley, and the Seventy-ninth Indiana, 
Colonel Knefler, in the rear or second line. 

As soon as our retreating troops cleared the woods, our front, the 
Nineteenth and Ninth, opened upon the enemy a cool, well-aimed, and 
deadly fire, which brought them to a stand. After a few such rounds 
we were ordered to advance, which the men promptly did with the 
alacrity and steadiness of veterans, gallantly led on by all their offi- 
cers, driving the enemy with great slaughter for half a mile or more. 
Here, the ammunition of the front line beginning to fail, and the ene- 
my’s fire having almost ceased, we were ordered lo open our lines for 
the reserve — the Eleventh Kentucky and the Seventy-ninth Indiana — 
to pass through, which they did in gallant style, seeing and hearing but 
little of the enemy for some hundreds of yards, when they found him 
rallied } but again he* was forced to yield to the well-directed fire and 
gallantry of the Eleventh Kentucky and Seventy-ninth Indiana, and 
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thus, for a time, the advance was continued for some distance, when we 
found a body of our troops broken, and retreating from our right in a 
direction which passed them diagonally through our lines. Our men 
kept lirm, and we tried to rally them, but with no effect. Thus our 
right was exposed and turned, and you gave the order to fall back, 
which we did in most excellent order under the heaviest shower of 
balls and missiles that we had encountered during the day. Our loss 
here was great, and the courage and coolness of men and offices was 
here put to a severer test than during the advance, and well did they 
meet the trying emergency. 

We came back a short distance, and promptly formed in line to again 
meet the enemy. Here General Rosecrans in person ordered me to ad- 
vance my regiment to close range of the enemy, and, after giving him a 
few fires, to charge. I ordered the advance, but had gone only a short 
distance when the general ordered us to halt and cause the men to lie 
down, while a battery in our rear opened over us upon the enemy. After 
remaining here for a short time, my regiment and the Eleventh Ken- 
tucky were ordered to take position to sustain the Chicago Board of 
Trade Battery and another, the name of which I do not know, then 
threatened by the enemy. This we continued to do until late in the 
night, after the battle was all over for the day. 

We were during this time under fire from the enemy’s artilleiy, and 
lost 2 men killed and several wounded. Our loss during the day was 
2 commissioned officers — First Lieuts. Silas Clark and W. J. Cram — 
wounded 5 2 sergeants, 1 of whom was the color-bearer, killed; 1 pri- 
vate killed, and 19 wounded. A full list will be handed in as soon as 
practicable. 

I have no terms of praise that can do justice to the noble bearing and 
unflinching bravery of all the officers and men. I mention the names 
of them all : Lieut. Col. George H. Cram, Maj. John H. Grider, Adjt. 
0. D. Bailey; Capts. R. A. Read, Rufus Somcrby, D. B. Coyle, William 
T. Bryan ; First Lieuts. A. Sidney Leggett, T. Freely Heeter, W. J. 
Cram (commanding companies); R. T. Patton, Boyle O. Rodcs, Henry 
W. Mayes, Silas Clark ; Second Lieuts. Frederick F. Carpenter, D. C. 
Downing, John P. Grinstead, James M. Simmons, and Beniamin M. 
Johnson. 

Company A, Capt. Henry F. Leggett, was on detached duty, and, I 
regret, could not be in the battle, as their services, brave men and well 
officered as they are, would have been valuable. First Lieut. John II. 
Wheat was not with the regiment, being detached on duty with the 
Pioneer Corps. 

Respectfully submitted. 

B. C. GRIDER, 

Colonel Ninth Kentiielcy Volunteers. 

Lieut. W. H. H. Sheets, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, First Brigade. 


Headqxjaetees Fibst Bkigade, Third Division, 
Camp in front of Murfreeslorough, Saturday, Jamiary 3 , 18G3. 
Colonel : I had the honor to be placed in command of the First Bri- 
gade, Third Division (formerly the Eleventh Brigade), on the morning 
of January 1, and being ordered by yon as commander of the division, 
I at once marched with my command to the south side of Stone’s River, 
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and bivouacked in the woods and fields belonging, as I learned, to a 
man named Hoover. Some skirmishing^ and picket firing was soon heard 
and some rebel cavalry seen, but nothing worthy of notice occurred dur- 
ing the day. That night the enemy attempted to drive in our pickets, 
but failed. 

NText morning opened with brisk cannonading on the part of the enemy, 
to which our artillery made no reply. Our skirmishers in front were 
actively engaged all day. It was then ascertained that the enemy had 
planted a battery in our front, and a section or more on our left, and 
that a portion of their guns across the river, which came down in a 
course parallel with our right, could reach us with a raking fire, and 
interfere with our crossing at the first ford, if compelled to recross. It 
was also suggested by myself and other officers. Major Manderson, com- 
manding the Kineteenth Ohio, particularly, that our right, resting on 
the river, was exposed, and might be attacked and turned, and that 
neither the depth of the stream nor character of the banks was a suffi- 
cient protection ; that troops and artillery were needed on the opposite 
side to sustain our right. You and we all were assured that this was 
attended to, and we rested on that assurance. 

Thus matters stood until about an hour before sundown, when artil- 
lery firing on the part of the enemy and heavy skirmishing on both sides 
commenced. We now supposed that the attack which we had all day 
expected would be postponed until daylight the next day, but were mis- 
taken. The enemy were seen advancing in three lines, the front com- 
posed of a battalion of sharpshooters, and the other lines composed of 
the whole divisions of Generals John 0. Breckinridge and Ohjeatham. 
Generals Eoger W. Hanson and James E. Eains, of Kentucky,* as I 
learn, were present in Breckinridge’s command. The regiments of my 
brigade (the Nineteenth Ohio, Major Manderson, on the right 5 the Ninth 
Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel Oram, in the center, and the Eleventh 
Kentucky, Major Mottley, on the left) were, by your orders, held in 
reserve. The Seventy -ninth Indiana had been about noon ordered to 
form on and sustain the front line, composed of the Third Brigade, Col. 
S. W. Price commanding, and were not again seen by me during the 
day. I doubt not they will receive justice at the hands of the colonel 
under whose command they were placed. 

The onset of the enemy, sustained as they were by their artillery, 
succeeded in breaking and driving back our first and second lines. You 
now sent me an order to bring up the reserve, which I instantly did, 
though it was almost manifest, from the character of the fire in front, 
that the force we had on the ground, unassisted as we at that moment 
were by artillery, could not check the enemy’s advance. Yet our men 
(the Nineteenth Ohio, Ninth Kentucky, and Eleventh Kentucky), un- 
daunted by the terrible and desperate state of affairs, with bravery that 
cannot be described, and led on by their officers, the most cool and dar- 
ing, moved forward, some through a thick undergrowth of wild briers, 
which to some extent broke their lines, fearlessly meeting the enemy 
and breaking his first line. Seeing this from my position, between and 
slightly in front of the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentucky, and notic- 
ing you just in my rear, I said to you, Colonel, we have them checked; 
give us artillery" and we will whip them.” You replied, “ You shall 

have it.” _ , 

I rode back and soon saw the right regiment (the Nineteenth Ohio) 


Of Tennessee, 
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falliug back. Calling to Maii’or Manderson, wlio lialted and came back, 
1 said to him, Major, the Ninth is still standing ; let us rally the Nine- 
teenth and sustain her.” The major replied, We are hanked on our 
right ; we had better fall back and rally at the foot of the hill, if we can.” 
I told him to do so, and I would order the Ninth and Eleventh Ken- 
tucky to do the same. I rode forward for this purpose, but just as I 
was about to give the order to Lieutenant-Colonel Cram, he gave it to 
his regiment, which was then receiving most of the fire hitherto dii’ected 
against the Nineteenth. The Eleventh Kentucky moved back about the 
same time, and both of these regiments, almost in line with some of the 
enemy’s troops, were the last regiments to Quit the field — the Nineteenth 
Ohio leaving first, because first exposed to the flanking fire. 

We fell back, fighting, though in some disorder, crossed the river, ral- 
lied under a very heavy fire, checked the enemy, and held him in check 
until we were re-enforced, when I, with the flags of the Ninete'enth Ohio 
and Ninth Kentucky, recrossed the river, followed closely by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cram, Majors Mottley and Manderson, men and officers from the 
Nineteenth Ohio, Ninth and Eleventh Kentucky, Lieut. Philip Beefy 
holding the colors of the Nineteenth, and Private Moses Kourk those 

of the Ninth Kentucky. The Twenty-first Ohio, led by Captain , 

acting major, promptly followed. Our troops now crossed rapidly and 
opened fire on the south side of the river. 

Observing that the men would follow and stand by their colors, I here 
took the flag of my own regiment (the Ninth Kentucky), and, riding for- 
ward, called on the troops to advance, to which they gallantly responded, 
and, rushing upon the enemy, drove them with great slaughter from and 
past the ground which they had occupied before the attack, the Eleventh 
Kentucky taking a stand of colors, arid the three regiments capturing 
four of the enemy’s guns (the Washington Artillery), the colors of the 
Nineteenth Ohio and the Ninth Kentucky Yolunteers being the first to 
reach them. Lieutenant-Colonel Cram, of the Ninth, and Major Mot- 
tley, of the Eleventh Kentucky, with myself, were the first mounted offi- 
cers at these guns. All three of the above regiments were represented 
there, and at all times in the most advanced and exposed positions. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cram and Major Mottley ordered offi a gun each, and 
I ordered ofi two. In short, each and every officer and man in these 
three regiments was all that could be asked, and far above the reach ol* 
encomiums. 

Of Lieutenant-Colonel Cram, Ninth Kentucky, Major Manderson, 
Nineteenth Ohio, and Major. Mottley, Eleventh Kentucky, I make 
special mentiou as the commanders on that day of their respective reg- 
iments. I refer to their reports accompanying this for more special 
notice than I can here take of the officers and men under their commands. 

The result of the day was, the enemy retreated in haste and disorder, 
acknowledging a defeat, and evacuated Murfreesborough the next day. 
We bivouacked that night on the battle-field. 

The loss of the three regiments under my command, as near as can be 
ascertained, is 250 officers and men killed, wounded, and missing, about 
one-third of the effective force which they had engaged. I refer pv par- 
ticulars to the inclosed regimental reports. 

Most respectfully submitted. 

B. 0. GEIDEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding First Brigade^ Third Division. 

Col. Samuel Beatty, 

Comdg. Third Biv.^ Left Wing^ Fourteenth Army Corps. 
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Fo. 150. 

Reports of Col. Frederick Knefier, Seventy-ninth Indiana Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Seventy-ninth Eegimbnt Indiana Vols., 

Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., Jcmuary 8, 1863. 

Lieutenant : The undersigned has the honor to report that, on De- 
cember 31, 1862, after having reorossed Stone’s Eiver, the regiment was 
ordered into position west of the Murfreesborough pike, in rear of the 
Nineteenth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers, to check the columns of the en- 
emy then pursuing our forces across the pike. After very heavy firing 
by the Nineteenth Ohio, and the repulse of the enemy, the'regiment was 
ordered forward to relieve it. By command of the colonel commanding 
the brigade, bayonets were fixed and the enemy rapidly pursued, with 
very severe fire, for about three-quarters of a mile, driving them to 
their position behind works. 

At this point an order was received to fall back, as the support on 
the right had given way before the enemy. Having fallen back in good 
order a distance of about 300 yards, halted and faced to the front. The 
regiment was ordered, by Major-General Eosecrans in person, to move 
by the right flank to an open field, to check the advance of the approach- 
ing enemy, and to cover the retreating right ; which being accomplished, 
the regiment was ordered to fall back to the original line, the supports 
of the right and loft having given way, and there joined the Nineteenth 
Ohio, the only regiment of the brigade remaining, the others having 
moved to the support of a battery on the left. The regiment remained 
in that position until ordered to recross the pike at midnight. 

The regiment was engaged for three hours, and the loss severe. A 
report of the casualties is herewith submitted.* 

It may not be improper to remark that the behavior of the regiment 
(only a short time in the field, on a long march, constant and arduous 
service when in camp, with but few opportunities to drill) may be attrib- 
uted, in a great measure, to the splendid conduct of the Nineteenth 
Eegiment Ohio Volunteers, Major Manderson commanding, the effect 
. of whose example was not lost upon the officers and soldiers of this 
regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• FEED. KNEPLEE, 

Colonel Seventy-ninth Regiment Indiana Volvmteers. 

Lieut. W. H. H. Sheets, 

A. A. A. Q., First Brig., Third Biv., Fourteenth A. C. 


Hdqrs. Seventy-ninth Eegiment Indiana Vols., 

Rear Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863. 

Captain: The undersigned has the honor to submit the following 
report of the Seventy-ninth Eegiment Indiana Volunteers in the action 
of January 2, 1863: 

Having marched, on January 1, from the position east of the pike, 
across Stone’s Eiver, the regiment was formed in line on the left of the 
Eleventh Eegiment Kentucky Volunteers, supporting the brigade in 
front, and remained in that position until the morning of the 2d, when 
it was detached from the Pirst Brigade, and, by order of Col. S. Beatty, 
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commaDding the Third Division, took up a position in front, with the 
Thirty-fifth Eeginaent Indiana Volunteers on the right and the Forty- 
fourth Eegiment Indiana Volunteers on the left. A company of skir- 
mishers was deployed in an open wood to cover the front of the regiment. 

During the day several pieces of artillery were placed in position by 
the enemy on a rise of ground some 500 yards distant, throwing shell 
into our lines, severely wounding some of the men. The regiment was 
sheltered, as far as the nature of the ground would permit, by lying 
down. 

About 4 p. m. the fire of the skirmishers increased, and a column of 
the enemy, four or five regiments deep, approached rapidly, supported 
by artillery, which was kept concealed (as it was dragged by men instead 
of horses) until it opened fire within 100 yards of our lines. The forces 
on the right soon became engaged, but the regiment was kept lying on 
the ground until the enemy had approached within 50 yards, when it was 
ordered to rise up, and commenced firing with very destructive effect 
upon the enemy, volley after volley, until, the line having given way on 
the right and left, the regiment being left alone almost surrounded,' the 
enemy in front and on both flanks, it was forced to fall back across 
Stone’s Eiver, where it rallied at the rendezvous of the Third Division. 

The regiment went into action on December 31 with 341, rank and 
file, and lost during both engagements fully one-third of its available 
force, including more than half the commissioned officers in killed and 
wounded; but very few men are missing or taken prisoners. 

Officers and soldiers conducted themselves well, doing their duty, and 
there was no shirking or skulking from the field before or during action. 
It would be injustice to many to mention a few, when all behaved well. 

Lieut. Eli F. Eitter, adjutant of the regiment, rendered me very val- 
uable service, acting as a field officer in the absence of the lieutenant- 
colonel. 

A report of casualties is submitted herewith.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. ILNEFLBE, 

Colonel Seventy-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 

Oapt. E. A. Otis, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Fourteenth Army Corps. 


Eo. 151. 

B^ort of Lieut. Col. George II. Cram, Ninth Kentucky Infantry, of cn- 

gagement January 2. 


January — , 1803. 

I respectfully submit the following as my report of the part my regi- 
ment took in the engagement of Januai-y 2, 1SG3, on the left wing oi 
our army, in front of Murfreesborough : 

Early in the forenoon Colonel Grider ordered me to hold my regiment 
in reserve, with another regiment of his brigade (the Nineteenth Ohio), 
under cover of a hill about 200 yards from the upper ford of Stone’s 
Eiver, and told me that the enemy would probably attack us sometime 
during the day, and ordered me to hold my regiment in readiness to 
re-enforce our line, if the enemy should attack us in too great force. 
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^Nothing but heavy skirmishing and artillery firing on the part of the 
enemy occurred during the day, until about 4 o^clock in the evening, 
when our whole line was attacked by a heavy rebel force. My men 
were under arms, and I knew by the firing that our men were giving 
way. I was ordered forward, and moved up the hill at a double-quick, 
through briers and undergrowth, tearing our line badly. Arriving at 
the crest of the hill, we met our troops retreating in great confusion. 
Nothing could be more discouraging to my men than the aspect of 
affairs at that time, but they never faltered. I allowed the retreating 
mass to pass through my lines, the enemy all the time pouring into us 
a destructive fire, both infantry and artillery. Our lines closed up, and 
I ordered my men to commence firing. The enemy gave way after the 
fourth or fifth round, the colors of the regiment in front of us having 
fallen no less than three times, and had we had but the enemy in front 
to contend with, our chances of success would have been tolerably cer- 
tain ,• but just when the battle was being decided in our favor, we were 
flanked by a heavy force on our right, causing our support on that flank 
to give way, leaving us exposed to a raking ffre, which was fast deci- 
mating my regiment. We had already suffered. Major Grider and 
Adjutant Bailey wounded ; Captains Bryan and Ooyie killed,* Bead 
badly wounded 5 Lieutenants Leggett and Carpenter killed^ Heeter 
and Johnson wounded. 

I do not hesitate to say that no regiment could have withstood this 
fresh attack. 1 ordered the regiment to fall back under the hill. Colo- 
nel Grider ordered me in person to rally my men at the foot of the hill. 
I found the ground almost in possession ot a rebel regiment. We con- 
tinued the retreat across the river, and I there rallied my men. We 
were here re-enforced by three or four regiments, and the enemy brought 
to a stand. The firing here was the most terrible I ever heard. The 
foe fought us bravely, but could not withstand such a terrible fire. He 
gave way slowly, and we not only retook the lost ground, but drove him 
over a mile, cutting him up badly and capturing his artillery, chang- 
ing the result of the battle from a defeat to a splendid victory. The 
colors of the Ninth Kentucky recrossed the river by the side of those 
of the Nineteenth Ohio, and under your leadership. The regiments of 
your brigade, shattered as they were, were the first to wave their flags 
over the caiitured guns of the enemy. 

My oflSlcers and men fought splendidly, under the most discouraging 
circumstances. Every man in the regiment knew what he had to en- 
counter when we were ordered forward, but not one faltered. They 
knew that the gallant reserve — the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Ken- 
tucky — were insuificient to check the victorious enemy. 

Major Grider was wounded while gallantly cheering on his men early 
in the engagement, and Adjutant Bailey soon afterward. I felt the loss 
of these officers greatly. Captain Bryan was mortally wounded, doing 
his duty nobly. Captain Coyle was killed while cheering on his men. 
Lieutenants Leggett and Carpenter were killed at the head of their com- 
panies. Captain Bead, Lieutenants Heeter and Johnson were wounded 
while fighting gallantly. 

I take pleasure in mentioning the following oflacers, whose gallant 
conduct deserves great praise : Captain Somerby, Lieutenants Patton, 
Downing, Grinstead, Bodes, and Mayes. Private Moses Bourk, of 
Company 0, deserves special mention. When the colors were shot 
down, in the engagement of the 31st, he grasped them and brought 
them safely through the fight, and in the battle of January 2 he carried 
them, juto the thickest of the fight, and v^as at times left almost alone, 
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He is but eighteen years of age, and is one of the bravest soldiers in 
the army. 

Our loss was as follows:*' Commissioned officers killed, 4; wounded, 
7. Enlisted men, killed, 18 ; wounded, 80; prisoners, 3 (wounded). Of 
the above, 3 were killed and 21 wounded on the 31st. (See Colonel 
Grider’s regimental report.) 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

GEO. H. CEAM, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Gomdg, Ninth Kentucky Volunteers, 


Nfo. 152. 


Reports of Maj, Erasmus L. Mottley^ Eleventh Kentuehy Infantry, 


Headquarters Eleventh Kentucky Volunteers, 

January 6 , 1803. 


Sir : I have the honor to report the part my regiment (Eleventh Ken- 
tucky Volunteers) took in the action of December 31, 1862. 

The night previous we bivouacked in an open field adjacent to the 
Murfreesborough pike. IsText morning, about 8 o’clock, we were ordered 
to follow the Ninth Kentucky Eegiment and cross the river, where we 
were placed in line of battle, supporting them. We remained in that 
position about half an hour, when we recrossed the river, still moving 
in our i:)osition as first placed, having marched about half a mile parallel 
with the pike. 

Was then ordered to halt and front, still occupying my position in 
the rear of the Ninth Kentucky Volunteers. The firing then began by 
the regiments in front of me, and continued about half an hour, when 
I was ordered to move forward and relieve the Ninth Kentucky, which 
was about 100 yards in advance. We did so, moving in line of battle 
about 500 yards. We then halted, as our farther advance was inter- 
rupted by about four regiments of scattered troops rushing through my 
line. After they had passed we opened a heavy and destructive fire on 
the enemy, who were advancing against me, and remained in that posi- 
tion, firing, till the right of our division was nearly fianked, when we 
received an order from you to fall back, which I did (bringing several 
jnisoners with me) in line of battle, till I reached a dense thicket, when 
1 moved by the left tiank. We then formed line in an open field, and weire 
ordered by General Kosecrans in person to occupy the thicket through 
which we had just passed, and hold it at all hazards. We did so. 

Just at this moment the enemy were advancing in strong force on 
our left, when the left wing of the regiment opened an oblique, galling 
fire upon them, making them fall back. We were then ordered back by 
you to the large open field on our left, to support two pieces of Terrill’s 
Eegular and the Chicago Board of Trade Batteries, where we remained 
the remainder of the day, my entire regiment, both officers and men, 
doing their whole duty. 

Inclosed find list of casualties. t 
Very respectfully. 


E. L. MOTTLEY, 

Major^ Commanding Eleventh Kentuehy, 

Col. Samuel Beatty, 

Commanding First Brigade^ Third Eivision, 


Nominal list omitted. 


t Embodied in revised statement, p. 213. 
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Hdqes. Eleventh Eegt. Kenttjokt Vol. Ineantey, 

Jamiary 6, 1863. 


SiE : I have the honor to report the part my regiment (Eleventh Ken- 
tucky Tolunteers) took in the engagement of January 2, 1863. 

Having crossed the river the morning of January 1, and bivouacked 
150 yards behind the main advance of our lines about 3.30 January 2, 
the enemy showed himself in strong force, sixteen regiments deep, ad- 
vancing in column against us ; also a brigade on our left. The firing 
now became general all along the lines. Seeing the regiments on the 
left giving way, I ordered my regiment to take arms (the arms had pre- 
viously been stacked). Just then the front was falling back, and I 
ordered my regiment forward under the most terrific storm of shot, shell, 
and musketry it has ever been my lot to witness. I advanced about 
100 yards, when I ordered a halt and commenced firing. I broke their 
ranks more than once, their colors shot down several times, but their 
broken ranks were speedily filled with fresh troops. 

Casting my eyes to the right, and seeing I had no support in’ that 
direction, and being nearly outflanked, Egave the order to fall back to 
the wood in our rear, the men being pressed so closely some of them 


crossed the river. 

After crossing the river, I, in conjunction with yourself and other 
officers, rallied parts of the different regiments of the brigade, and suc- 
ceeded in putting the enemy to flight before us, and capturing four 
pieces of the celebrated Washington Artillery. 

I must say, in conclusion, that my regiment was one of the very last 
to leave the grounds. For the gallantry of my entire regiment, they 
behaved as officers and soldiers should in such a cause.. 

The casualties of my regiment are as follows :* Killed, 5 ; wounded, 
Cl ; missing, 9. Total, 75. 

Very respectfully, 

E. L. MOTTLEY, 


Major, Commanding Mcvmth Kentucky Volunteers. 

Col. Benjamin C. Geihee, 

Commanding First Brigade, Third Division. 


Ko. 153. 

Eefgorts of Maj. Charles F. Manderson, Nineteenth Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqes. Nineteenth Kbgt. Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
Field, near Murfreesiorough, Tenn., January 6, 1863. 

Lieutenant : I transmit you the following report of the participation 
of the Nineteenth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers, TJ. S. Army (Charles E. 
Manderson, major commanding), in the action in front of Murfreesbor- 
ough, on Wednesday, December 31, 1862 : 

On the morning of that date the regiment was under arms m double 
column, between the Murfreesborough turnpike and Chattanooga and 
Nashville Bailroad, being the right of the front line of the Third Divis- 
ion, left wing. By order of Col. Samuel Beatty, commanding First 
Brigade, after deploying column and loading, we moved By the right 
flank to the left, crossing Stone’s Eiver at the ford, and forming hue 
(after throwing Companies A and K out as skirmishers), with the right 

* stated by companies in the original. 

38 B E— VOL XX, PT I 
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resting about 100 yards from the river, the Ninth Kentucky Volunteers, 
which were first formed on our right, being moved to the left. 

About 10 o’clock we were ordered to recall our skirmishers and re- 
cross the river, which being done we moved by the right flank across 
the open space between the railroad and pike, amid the greatest con- 
fusion of retreating batteries, men, teams, and ambulances. At this 
point General Eousseau ordered tlie regiment to move across the turn- 
pike, and form line in the woods skirting the west of the pike. From 
this position we were immediately ordered by Colonel Beatty to raarcli 
by the left flank back to the railroad, and then by the right flank back 
to our former position, in the last-named woods, under a fire by whicli 
we lost several men. 

This scene was one of disorder and panic. Regiment after regiment 
swept through our lines in the greatest confusion ; but through it all 
our men preserved an unbroken front, and when the pursuing enemy 
came within 75 or 100 yards, and our front was clear of the retreating 
and broken columns, at "the order to fire by file, poured most destructive 
volleys into the foe, breaking his lines in disorder. 

General Eousseau, who was in the rear of the right of the regiment, 
cheering our men with his presence and words, then ordered a charge, 
and our regiment, with fixed bayonets, supported by the Ninth Ken- 
tucky Volunteers on our left, and the Seventy-ninth Indiana Volun- 
teers in our rear, drove the foe in splendid style for about one-fourth 
of a mile, when, our ammunition running low, the front line wheeled 
into column, and the Seventy-ninth Indiana Volunteers passed through 
to the front. The regiment, then forming the second lino, in the rear of 
the Seventy-ninth Indiana Volunteers, advanced for about three-fourths 
of a mile to an open field, where we were separated from our front line 
by a cedar thicket. 

We were here but a few minutes when our right support gave way, 
and left our regiment greatly exposed to a flanking fire. 1 sent word 
twice to Colonel Beatty that the enemy had flanked our position in 
great force, but received no order. The regiment was sufiering most 
terribly from the fire, and, seeing the enemy within 50 yards of our 
right and in position to destroy us, I ordered a change of front to the 
right and rear. Our men, while executing tlie movement, were thrown 
into temporary disorder by the scattered regiments on our right pouring 
through the line, but gathered on the instant, formed an excellent line 
in good position, and fired with such precision that, with the aid of a 
battery of artillery in our rear and left, we held the ground and drove 
the foe from the open field in our front. Being now entirely out of am- 
munition, and suffering loss from the fire of our own artillery, we moved 
by the right flank into the woods, and formed line on the left of the 
Second Brigade, Colonel Fyffe commanding, the second battalion of the 
Pioneer Corps supporting us on the left. We were here supplied with 
ammunition by Captain Wood, assistant inspector-general, Third Divis- 
ion, and threw out skirmishers, who met no enemy. 

About 4 o’clock we were relieved by the T'irst Brigade, First Divis- 
ion, Colonel Walker commanding; bivouacked where w^e were .until 
midniglit, when we were ordered by Colonel Beatty to report to him 
on the left of the railroad. 

Our loss* in this action is as follows, viz: Killed, 1 officer and 11 en- 
listed men; total, 12. Wounded, 1 officer and 00 enlisted men ; total, 
07. Missing, 3 enlisted men. Total loss, 82 men. I subjoin as accu- 
rate a list as it is possible at this time to gather. 

My men behaved with the utmost bravery and coolness. Senior Oapt. 
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Henry G. Stratton, of Company 0, assisted as field officer. He was 
severely wounded about noon. First Lieut. Daniel Donovan, command- 
ing Company B, fell, dead, in front of his company while gallantly lead- 
ing a charge. Orderly Sergt. Eobert D. Wilson, commanding Company 
D, was killed about the same time. 

The cool, manly daring of these gallant officers cannot be spoken of 
too highly. But the action of all of the Nineteenth Ohio was under the 
directing eye of the colonel commanding the brigade and the generals 
commanding, and to them I leave further comments. 

Eespeotfully, yours, 

CHAELES F. MANDEESON, 

Major, Comdg. Nhieteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Lieut. W. H. H. Sheets, 

• A. A. A, G., First Brig., Third Biv., Left Wing, 

Fourteenth Army Corps, Dept, of the Cumberland. 


Hdqes. Nineteenth Eegt. Ohio Vol. Ineantey, 

Field, near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 6, 1863. 

Lieutenant : On Friday, January 2, the Nineteenth Ohio Volun- 
teers, XJ. S. Army, under my command, was formed, with the right rest- 
ing near the high bank on Stone’s Eiver, being held with the Ninth 
Eegimeut Kentucky Volunteers, which joined us on the left, in reserve 
of the Second and Third Brigades, Third Division, which position wo 
had assumed on Thursday, January 1, about noon. 

Soon after 4 p. m. heavy firing on our front caused us to take arms 
and stand in line. The firing had continued about fifteen minutes, 
when Lieutenant Murdock, aide-de-camp to Colonel Beatty, commanding 
Third Division, rode up to the front and left of the regiment and ordered 
me to advance. Although the order, coming from that source, was con- 
trary to rule and custom, presuming the occasion to be an emergency 
requiring such a deviation, I ordered the regiment forward in double- 
quick time. We advanced up a gradual slope for about 200 yards, the 
lines in front of us pouring through our -ranks in confusion; but the 
men preserved an excellent front, and rushed upon, the enemy. In 
some parts of the line our pieces crossed those of the foe. His front line 
received a check of some few minutes, and was thrown into disorder; 
.but a strong flanking party poured over the bank of the river, and broke 
our right flank to the rear, file after file. Seeing this, and that brave 
officers and many men of our right wing had fallen, I ordered the left to 
fall back. 

Col. B. C. Grider, commanding First Brigade, here rode up to me 
from the left and front, and wished me to rally the men. I told him 
they were falling back by order; that the enemy had flanked me in 
force, and that I would form line at the foot of the hill. He said, Do 
so;” and stated he would give the same order to the Ninth Kentucky 
Volunteers, on our left. The regiment rallied and formed line twice 
before the overwhelming force of the enemy drove them across Stone’s 
Eiver. The storm of missiles was terrific, and for a few moments no men 
could have stood under it. The bank of the river presented a scene of 
indescribable confusion. The colors of our regiment were seized by 
Second Lieut. Philip Eeefy, of Company F, who gallantly dashed for- 
ward across the stream, followed by daring spirits of different regiments. 
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At tlie same time Colonel Grider, bearing the colors of tlio Ninth Ken- 
tucky Volunteers, crossed with another party, and these flags, with two 
belonging to other regiments, rallied under their folds an indiscriminate 
mass of men and officers of the Third Division, which, supported by fresh 
troops that had been ordered to the conflict, drove back, in terrible con- 
fusion, the columns of the enemy, victorious but a moment before. The 
colors of the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentucky were placed on three 
pieces of the enemy’s artillery, which were captured and brought into 
our lines by squads composed of the different regiments and brigades of 
the division. After this magnificent scene of individual heroism, the 
different detachments of the regiment formed on the same ground we 
occupied in the morning, and bivouacked that night. 

Again we have to regret the loss of brave officers and men. Capt. 
Urwin Bean, of Company E; First Lieut. Job D. Bell, commanding 
Company 0, and Sergt. Maj. Lyman Tylee were killed while gallantly 
performing their duties. First Lieut. Aurora C. Keel, of Company 
was severely wounded; Second Lieut. William A. Sutherland, of Com- 
pany H, slightly. Capt. William H. Allen, of Company F, rendered 
most valuable and efficient aid as a field officer. All the line officers 
vied with each other in d^ds of courage. 

1 wish particularly to note the gallant bearing of First Lieut. Charles 
Brewer, adjutant; Second Lieut. Albert Upson, commanding Company 
K, and Sergt. Jason Hurd, commanding Company G. But all have done 
their duty, and the unpleasant task is not mine to record any acts of 
cowardice in the Nineteenth Ohio Eegiment. 

1 annex a list of killed, wounded, and missing.’^ * 

In this action we had killed 2 officers and 13 enlisted men; total 
killed, 15. Wounded, 2 officers and 50 enlisted men; total wounded, 
58. Missing (supposed prisoners), 31 enlisted men. 

Eespcctfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAELBS F. MANDEESON, 

Major j Commanding Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 

Lieut. W. H. H. Sheets, 

A, A. A. G.y First Brig.^ Third Biv.j Left V/mg^ 

Fo^irteenth Army Gorps^ JDqgt. of the Cimhcrland. 


No. 154. 

Report of Col. James P. Fyffe^ Fifty-ninth Ohio Infantry^ commanding 

Second Brigade. 

Headquaetees Second Beigade, Third Division, 

Army of the Cumberland, Left Wing, 

January 5, 1803. 

Captain : I herewith transmit my report of the operations of the 
Second Brigade in front of Murfreesborough, where it arrived with tlie 
balance of the left wing December 29, 1802, up to January 3, 1803. 

December 30, the brigade was under arms in close column of divisions 
all day ; considerable firing in the afternoon in the direction of the right 
wing. 


Nominal list omitted. 
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December 31, the brigade was ordered across Stone’s Eiver. Prior 
to reaching the same, an order was received from General Crittenden to 
countermarch the brigade, together with Swallow’s battery, in double- 
quick to the rear, as the train was attacked. Passing quickly throuo-h 
the woods, as the wagons had blocked up the road, we came out iiSo 
the open field beyond, and formed a line of battle, perpendicular to the 
road, on the left, in a corn-field, through which the rebels were seen lead- 
ing off the train slowly, as the ground was soft. Beyond the train, in 
the same field, was about a squadron of cavalry, guarded by rebels. 

On our appearance the cavalry began capturing their guard; one 
escaped, one was killed. The I’ebel cavalry were drawn up in line across 
the -field, in the edge of the woods. Captain Swallow, who had managed 
to get his battery through the obstructions expeditiously, soon had his 
pieces in position, and opened fire on the rebel lines, which began dis- 
persing, and were charged by a force of our cavalry, which had passed 
down the road to the right of the train, doing excellent service. The 
effect of the charge I could not see from where we were. Captain 
Swallow now moved his pieces to a more elevated position, which com- 
manded the country for a great distance, from whence he opened on 
their scattered forces, driving them out of view. 

At this point an order was received from General Van Cleve to return 
to the Third Division, and form on the right of the First Brigade in two 
lines, to support it ; that Colonel Harker would support my right. The 
order was immediately complied with ; the division began advancing 
down the slope of the cedar ridge south of the road, passing Colonel 
Harker’s on my right, beyond the foot of the slope. After passing his 
))rigade, which did not move, my right flank became exposed, with 
strong indications of a heavy force approaching in front, extending be- 
yond ray right flank. As we continued advancing, I sent three different 
messengers by my aides, calling Colonel Harker’s attention to my ex- 
posed flank, and at length reported in person to General Van Cleve. 
While doing this the Sixty-fifth Ohio, which, it appeared, had been 
lying down at the edge of the field, rose to theii-feet in the place where 
a force was needed. Supposing it would remain there, I passed back 
again to my position, to see the Sixty-fifth march by the right flank 
back to Colonel Harker’s left. The firing in front of my first line, com- 
posed of the Fifty-ninth Ohio and Forty-fourth Indiana, was getting to 
be heavy, and the skirmishers, running in, reported a heavy force ad- 
vancing through the woods, outflanking my right. Lieutenant Temple, 
of my staff, was sent at once to Lieutenant-Colonel Dick with orders to 
wheel his regiment to the right, and place it in the woods to secure my 
Hank. Before the order reached him the enemy appeared coming through 
the woods. 

Seeing the force would have to fall back, I galloped to the battery and 
ordered it to open fire to the right of my flank into the woods, for the 
purpose of cheeking and confusing the outflanking force, to save my bri- 
gade from the effects of the cross-fire, while falling back, as much as pos- 
sible. The order to fire was complied with instantly, the whole battery 
opening several volleys in quick succession, and with decided effect, into 
the woods, while the column fell back rapidly, the front line having sus- 
tained itself gallantly until outflanked. The artillery came safely out of 
the field under fire, Lieutenant Buckmar, a gallant officer, being shot 
from his horse and badly wounded just as he was passing out of the 
field. 

After falling back from the field, the Thirteenth Ohio, under Major 
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Jarvis, and part of the Eighty-sixth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dick, 
was formed near the road, the Forty-fourth being placed on duty else- 
where, and ordered to move up the road to meet the force that had fol- 
lowed from the field, which was represented advancing. Going in 
advance of the force, I found the Fifty -ninth Ohio, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Howard and Major Frainbes, hotly contesting the cedar ridge and 
hard pressed, their left flank being exposed, encouraging the men to 
hold on, and they should have help immediately. The force following 
me was hurried up. The remnant of the Thirteenth Ohio, though sadly 
repressed by the death of the gallant and loved Colonel Hawkins, shot 
dead on the field, answered the command to go forward with a cheer, 
and got into line on the left, opening fire just as a regiment on the right 
of the Fifty-ninth marched to the rear, leaving my right flank again 
exposed, which the enemy were not slow to perceive, and began taking 
advantage of. Sorely annoyed, I crossed the rpad and asked the officer 
in command, whom I do not know, what it meant. He said he had been 
ordered back, but on my representations he immediately marched his 
regiment up again, delivering a heavy fire as he reached the crest of tlie 
ridge. 1 then ordered the whole line to charge, which was gallantly 
done with a cheer, the enemy being driven from the crest of the ridge 
dowm the southern slope and back across the field. 

One of the skirmishers, William Drown, of Company B, Fifty-ninth 
Ohio, met me on the edge of the ridge, marching back through the line 
at the head of 28 prisoners, besides 2 officers (lieutenants) he had cap- 
tured in a sink-hole. Many other prisoners were captured by the Sec- 
ond Brigade, amounting to GO, as near as can be ascertained. 

After the enemy was repulsed, as stated, there was no more fighting 
on this day by the left wing, General Van Cleve turning over the com- 
mand of the division to me, he having been wounded, Colonel Beatty 
being on duty elsewhere. 

January 1, crossed with the brigade over the river, where the Secoud 
Brigade was placed on the left of the First, in an open field in rear of 
a belt of timber on a ridge, the Forty-fourth Indiana and Thirteenth 
Ohio in the front line, with the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth Indiana 
on their right, the Fifty-niuth Ohio and Eighty-sixth Indiana in reserve. 
This arrangement left an open space on the left. On the front line, 
between it and a road running through a lane beyond the road, was an 
open field unoccupied by troops, except a line of skirmishers from Colo- 
nel Grose^s command. In the rear, toward Stoners Fiver, was a corn- 
field, and behind the fence was a Kentucky regiment, with their right 
resting on the lane. This left a gap between my left and their right of 
about 500 yards 5 thus the forces rested during the day, with sharp skir- 
mishing in our front. 

January 2, the skirmishing commenced early and was brisk through- 
out the day, until about 3 o’clock, when the indications of an attack iii 
front became so threatening, a battery having been planted in the woods 
on my left flank, that I ordered my reserve into the front line, deflecting 
the Eighty-sixth Indiana back, and placing them behind the fence across 
the lane to sweep the open field in front of the Kentucky regiment. 
Company A, of the Fifty-ninth Regiment, under Sergeant Carr, was 
placed on the left of the Eighty-sixth, connecting the two forces, which 
gave them a cross-fire over the open field in front. 

About 4 p. m. Colonel Beatty, commanding the division, came over 
and was shown the disposition of the brigade, which he approved, sug- 
gesting, in case we were compelled to fall back, we should do so through 
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the low ground. We then went to the point near the ford, where the 
artillery was stationed, and, whil« examining that, Major-General Eose- 
crans arrived at the same point. In a few moments a messenger from 
the front arrived and reported a large force was being massed in front 
of our lines. Colonel Beatty and myself immediately started to our 
respective positions. I was shortly met by Adjutant Hotter, of the 
Fifty-ninth Ohio, with a report that the enemy were in motion, advanc- 
ing on our front. Sixteen regimental flags had been counted in one 
column. Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 0. F. King was ordered to make report 
of the facts to General Kosecrans immediately. Passing on to the 
Eighty-sixth Eegiment, it and Company A were ordered to strengthen 
their position with rails. 

Only a short time elapsed when a tremendous fire indicated that the 
attack had fallen on Colonel Beatty’s right. Another column, it ap- 
peared, had crossed Stone’s Eiver and participated in the attack, while 
still another was coming on my left, but for some cause its advance was 
somewhat delayed. The main column of attack moved diagonally across 
the front of the wood, striking toward a wooded height on the bank of 
the river where Captain Drury’s battery of artillery had been posted in 
the morning, under the command of Lieutenant Livingston. The weight 
of the column of attack fell first on the Eighth Kentucky and Fifty-first 
Ohio in the front line. They stood gallantly for a few moments, but 
were swept away. The enemy, still pushing on, received a heavy flank 
and oblique fire from the Thirty-fifth, Forty-fourth, and Eighty-sixth 
Indiana, and Thirteenth Ohio. The column next encountered the Kine- 
ty-ninth Ohio, Twenty -first Kentucky, and Nineteenth Ohio, which were 
successively borne backward, as were the Ninth and Eleventh Ken- 
tucky. 

In the mean time, after the giving way of our second line, and as 
soon as our infantry had gotten out of the way. Lieutenant Livingston 
opened upon them with his battery with good effect. The enemy’s 
artillery, following their column, took position on the high ground to 
the right of the wood, which commanded the field of battle, and, as 
their infantry passed on, driving our right across the river, opened with 
grape and canister. The Second Brigade, not being exactly in line of 
their charge, held their ground until the column of attack had passed 
our second line. . j. , • 

The brigade then fell back through the low ground, as directed (being 
mvself disabled, my horse having thrown and dragged me for a short 
distance), and took position behind the buildings on the hill. 

The artillery, after the giving way of our last line of infantry, recrossed 
Stone’s Eiver. The column of attack, pushing on toward the ford, was 
exposed to a severe flank fire from Colonel Grose’s force, together with 
those of my brigade who had collected about the buildings upon the 
hill, and also to our artillery and the infantry that had taken position 
on the opposite bank of the river; thus extending the fire around their 
front to the left flank, encircling them on three sides. A cross-fi^ or 
artillery and small-arms, delivered for a short time with terrible ettect, 
was too much for them, and their broken and discomfited columns turned 
back upon their path, closely pursued by the troops which had rallied, 
together with the fresh troops which General Eosecrans had ordered 
up, taking a portion of the celebrated Washington Battery. This re- 
pulse closed the operations in front of Murfreesborough, the Second 
Brigade going into camp on the field for the night. 

I cannot close this report without favorably noticing many ot the 
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officers and men of my command throiigliout the trying ordeal of so 
many days’ fighting. My acting assistant adjutant-general, C, F. King; 
J. B. Temple, aide-de-camp; Capt. Ch'arles A. Sheaf, provost-marshal ; 
Lieut. Joseph Dancer, inspector, who was severely wounded in the last 
day’s fight, and Orderlies H. J. Higgins, E. D. Thomas, members of my 
staff, are entitled to much credit for their conduct on the field. Colonel 
Williams, Lieutenant-Colonel Aldrich, and Joseph C. Hodges, adjutaid, 
of the Forty-fourth Indiana; Col. Jf G. Hawkins (killed in the first day’s 
fight while gallantly doing his duty) ; Major Jarvis, upon whom the 
command devolved after the fall of Colonel Hawkins, and Adjt. T. B. 
George ; Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, Major Frambes, Adjutvxnt Holter, 
of the Fifty-ninth Ohio ; Colonel Dick and Major Dresser, of the Eighty- 
sixth Indiana (severely wounded in the engagement of the first day), 
are deserving of particular notice. 

Colonel Hamilton, although unacquainted with military matters, was 
present, assisting all in his power ; also Surgs. Mal’tin Hays and Gor- 
don, with the assistance of the brigade band, in getting and attending 
to the wounded, in which Gus. Penn was shot dead, and Dougherty, 
both of the band, badly wounded; for their good conduct they are 
especially noticed. Lieutenants Kibler and Woods attracted my at- 
tention by their gallantry while in command of the skirmishers on the 
cedar ridge. I will also notice the gallantry and death of color-bearer, 
Sergeant Wood, shot dead with the flag in his hand on the first day’s 
fight; also of. Kelson Shields, who sei7.ed the colors, and bore them 
aloft, upon the fall of the color-sergeant, until wounded himself, when 
he delivered them to Private Loyd ; all of the Thirteenth Ohio. I also 
notice Color-Bearers Benjamin Snellinger and Kathan Coffenberry, of 
the Eighty-sixth Indiana, who were both shot down (the fij'st killed 
instantly, the latter mortally wounded) in the fight of the first day. 
Both of these flags were lost. I also notice the good conduct of Ser- 
geants Ely and Thomas Hayden, of the Fifty-ninth Ohio, wdio, on the 
last day’s fight, were raised in the air by a cannon ball plowing the earth 
beneath their feet, and thrown violently to the earth. 

I recommend that William Brown, of Company B, Fifty-ninth Ohio, 
who captured the prisoners above referred to, and Kelson Shields, of 
the Thirteenth Ohio, who saved his regimental flag, as proper persons 
to receive, each, one of the medals ordered to be prepared by Congress 
for those who particularly distinguish themselves in battle. 

In closing this report, I wish also to tender my thanks to Maj. Lyne 
Starling, adjutant-general on General Crittenden’s staff, for words of 
encouragement and cheer to a portion of my command when hard 
pressed on the cedar ridge in the first day’s fight; and also to express 
my gratitude to our commander-in-chief, General Eosecrans, for the 
same favor at the place and about the same time. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, together with the reports of the 
different regimental commanders, appro])riately marked, with a cor- 
rected account of the killed, wwinded, and missing, which foot up: 
Officers killed, 4; wounded, 15; missing, 2. Enlisted men killed, 75; 
wounded, 251; officers missing, 2; enlisted men, ICG. Total, 

JAMES P. FYFFB, 

Colonel^ Gomdg. 2d Brig.^ 3d Dii?,, Left ^Ymg^ \Uh Army Corps. 

Capt. E. A. Otis, 

Assistant Adjutant’ General. 
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1^0. 155. 

Bejiort of Lieut Col, Simeon 0, AMrieJij Forty -fourth Indiana Infantry. 

Headquarters Fortt-eourth Indiana Volunteers, 

Camp near Murfreesborongh, Term., January 5, 1863. 

Hear Sir : It becomes my duty to make a brief report of engage- 
ments before Murfreesborongh. 

We went into tlie field on December 31, 1862, with 316 men, officers 
included. Wo took our position, by your order, in brigade on the right, 
and marched in line of battle through an open field south of the pike. 
In passing through this field we discovered the enemy making a flank 
movement on our right, in a wood bordering upon the field. Intelli- 
gence was conveyed to you, and, as I understand, by you to our division 
commander. V7e ipade a stand at the edge of the wood in our front, 
but were soon ordered to advance, which we did. 

After entering the woods our skirmishers were ordered in, as the line 
of the enemy was in sight. We still advanced to within, as near as I 
could judge, 100 yards of their line, and opened fire. They replied, and 
advanced their line; at the same time the flanking force opened a galling 
cross-fire upon us. We held the position as long as we could do so with- 
out sacrificing our whole regiment ; we then fell back to our battery and 
formed line of battle. We were ordered by General Van Oleve to remain 
here till further ordei's. W e soon had orders from you to join the brigade 
at the right, which we did. Here we formed a new line, and remained 
till some time in the night, when we were ordered to march to the left 
again, where we remained through the night. 

Permit me to pass over occurrences not important, for want of room, 
to January 2, when we were in line of battle on the left. About 4 p. m. 
the enemy was discovered to be advancing. I received orders from you 
to fall back to low ground, if it was found we could not hold our posi- 
tion. The enemy attacked on our right; Seventy-ninth and Thirty-fiftli 
Indiana engaged, and held their position firm for some time. In the 
mean time 1 directed my fire at right oblique. The enemy pressed on, and 
the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth gave way. I still held my men and 
kept up the fire till the enemy had passed by us on the right, and then 
gave orders to fall back, which we did, to a rail fence. Then we rallied 
again, and gave them a cross-fire; but they still advancing made it nec- 
essary to fall back to the ground you designated. I gave the command, 
and wm fell back to the building on the hill. Here Adjutant Hodges 
and myself, together with other officers, succeeded in rallying a large 
force, together with our regiment, and opened a destructive cross-fire on 
the enemy, which soon had its effect upon their extreme left, and assisted 
very much in their final repulse. We followed them till ordered to fall 
back. 

I must here mention that at the first rally at the rail fence was the last 
seen of Colonel Williams. I suppose him to be taken prisoner. Our 
loss, as it stands now, is 56 wounded, 10 killed, and 47 missing.* 

I must make mention of some officers and men that acted with great 
bravery: First is our colonel, William 0. Williams. Adjt. Joseph 0. 
Hodges was among the most efficient and brave ; Acting Lieut. Joseph 
W. Burch, Company A ; Lieutenants Gunsenhouser and Thomas, Com- 
pany F ; Getty and Murray, Company B ; Wilson, Company K ; Hil- 
debrand, Company E ; acting lieutenants, Company G ; Lieutenants 
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Story, Company 0 ; King, Company H, and Shell, Company D ; Acting 
Lieutenant Belknap, Company I. Color-Bearer Owen L. Shaw, Comi^any 
C, acted with distinguished bravery, and, with few exceptions, our meli 
and oflhcers acted finely. 

Many things I am obliged to omit, for want of room, and poor healtli. 
I must, however, not close without giving our brigade commander high 
praise and credit for his coolness, bravery, and judgment upon those 
eventful days. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. 0. ALDRTCn, 

Lieutenaiit-Golonel, Gomdg. Forty -fourth Indiana Volunteer 

Colonel Fyffe, 

Gommanding Second Brigade^ Third Bimsion. 

P. S.-— I would state that on December 31 1 had,iny horse shot. 


Ko. 156. 

Be^ort of Lieut Got George F. Bidk, Eighty-sixth India^ia Infantry. 

Hdqes. Eiuhty-sixth Reg-iment Indiana Yolunteees, 
Oamjp near Murfreeshorough^ Tenn.^ January 5, 1863. 

Sie : I have the honor to report as follows : 

My command arrived in front of Murfreosborough at 8 p. m. Decem- 
ber 30, 1862. 

On the following morning the regiment numbered 368, rank and file. 
About noon of December 31, with the brigade, we were marched in line 
of battle across the Nashville turnpike road, about one-half mile south, 
across an open field to the skirt of a heavy wood, in which the enemy 
lay concealed in heavy force.. My regiment was on the extreme right 
of the brigade. We were halted behind a fence at the edge of the wood, 
to await the arrival of troops to come up to support us on the right, who 
failed to come. Our right was totally exposed to the enemy, who im- 
mediately attacked us in overwhelming numbers in front, our right flank 
extending around partially to the rear of our right wing. 

Our regiment fought bravely until their ranks were being rapidly cut 
down and thinned, when we fell back to the turnpike road, where a por- 
tion of them again rallied, with portions of other regiments of the bri- 
gade, and drove the enemy back. 

Our loss in the engagement was as follows : Commissioned oflScers 
killed,!; wounded, 5; missing 2. Enlisted men killed, 33; wounded, 
54; missing, 99. Total officers killed, wounded, and missing, 8; en- 
listed men killed, wounded, and missing, 186 ; aggregate, 194. 

Both color-bearers were shot down and the colors left on the field. 

On the following morning we were marched some mile and a half 
across Stoners Eiver to the front, and x>laced in line of battle early in 
the day, where we skirmished with the enemy all day, lying on our 
arms that night. 

The next day we occupied the same ground, skirmishing witli the 
enemy till 3 p. m., when the enemy in vast numbers attacked the right 
of our line, composed of the First and Third Brigades of our division, 
which maintained the ground, fighting obstinately for some time, when 
they were forced to yield to superior numbers, and fell back, when our 
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regiment fell back to a high piece of ground, near a house on the hill, 
some 100 rods to the rear, where we again made a stand, again rallied 
with other troops, and drove the enemy from the field, retaking and 
holding our former position. Our loss here was 1 private wounded. 

Captains Frazee, of Company A; Dick, of Company Cj Lieutenants 
Hixson, of Company D, and Gillilan, of Company I, were wounded in 
the fight of the first day and compelled to remain at the hospital. 

I take pleasure in saying that Capt. Philip Gemmer was present with 
his command during the whole of the different actions, rendering effi- 
cient service and aid. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. F. DICK, 

Lieutenant Colonel Eighty -sixth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 

Col. James P. Fyfpb, 

Gomdg. Second Brig.^ Third Army of the Cumberland, 


Ko; 157. 

Report of Maj. Dwight JarmSj jr., Thirteenth Ohio Infantry, 

January — , 18G3. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by 
the Thirteenth Eegiment Ohio Yoluntecr Infantry in the series of bat- 
tles hefore Murfreesborough, Tenn., commencing December 30, 1862, 
and terminating January 3, 1863 : 

On Wednesday, at 8 a. 'm., our regiment, under command of Col. 
Joseph G. Hawkins, was ordered in from outpost duty, and took our 
place in line. Soon after, we started for the south side of Stoners Eiver, 
but got but a short distance when, by your orders, we countermarched 
at double-quick a distance of about 1 mile, to a corn-field on the right 
of the Murfreesborough road, to repel an attack of cavalry upon our 
train. Our lines were here formed, my regiment occupying the right 
of the Second Brigade. The enemy being driven from the field by our 
cavalry and artillery, my regiment was not engaged, and about 10 
o^clock, under your directions, took a position in the woods south of 
the corn-field. 

My regiment was now ordered to cover the Fifty-ninth Ohio, which, 
with the Forty-fourth Indiana, formed the first line of attack, my regi- 
ment, with the Eighty-sixth Indiana, on its right, forming the second 
line. In consequence of the unevenness of the ground and the density 
of the thicket, it was diflSicult to keep our lines properly, but, on emerg- 
ing from the woods into the open field beyond, we advanced regularly 
to the edge of the next woods. The first line having advanced some 20 
yards into the woods, my regiment was ordered to lie down. Kow it 
became evident that the enemy was attempting to outflank us upon the 
right; and this was reported to you, but just at that moment our first 
line was attacked, and it was compelled to fall back in some disorder 
and over my men, who were lying down close to the fence. 

At this moment our gallant colonel fell, mortally wounded, while en- 
couraging the men to keep cool and to fire low; and the command de- 
volved upon myself. I held the position until the enemy completely 
outflanked us, and w^as then compelled to fall back in disorder to the 
line of reserves, where I rallied my command, and this time drove the 
enemy back, they now being in the open field, while we had the advan- 
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tage of the cover of the woods. Wc iiillicted considerable loss upon 
them in killed and wounded, besides capturing some 30 prisoners. 

My loss in this engagement was quite severe, Col. J. G*. Hawkins and 
Second Lieut. J. G. Whitaker being killed, together with 27 enlisted 
men. Oapt. E. M. Mast, Lieuts. John Murphy, John B. Kay, S. 0. 
Gould, John Fox (since dead), and Thomas J. Stone were wounded, and 
08 enlisted men, besides 39 missing. 

No other movement of importance in which my regiment participated 
occurred until Friday, January 2, when we occupied the extreme left 
of our lines on the south side of Stone Eiver, having taken our position 
the day previous under your immediate supervision. 

On the morning of the 2d my skirmishers were thrown forward, and 
by their vigilance I was enabled to report to you the movements of the 
enemy and the probability of an attack, as the enemy were massing 
troops on our right and artillery had moved to my front. 

At 3 p. m. the firing of the skirmishers on the right plainly indicated 
the enemy’s advance, and in half an hour after their infantry engaged 
the brigade on our right, their lines being formed diagonally to our front. 
My regiment was not exposed to the infantry; but a battery opened 
upon our front with grape and canister, so that I was compelled to order 
a retrograde movement, which was executed in as good order as was 
possible. At about 300 yards I made a stand again, but by this time 
their battery occupied our former position in line, and we were ordered 
to fall back to the other side of the river, which was done in good order. 
Our loss in this engagement was 10 enlisted men wounded and 30 missing. 

The following exhibits a detailed account of my casualties in both 
engagements, viz: Killed— Ool. J. G. Hawkins, Second Lieut. J. 0. Whit- 
aker: enlisted men, 29. Wounded — Oa))t. -E. M. Mast; First Lieuts. 
John Murphy, John E. Bay, and Samuel 0. Gould ; Second Lieuts. John 
Fox (since died) and Thomas J. Stone; enlisted men, 79. Missing — 09. 
Aggregate loss in killed, wounded, and missing, 185. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

D. JAKVIS, jR., 

Major, Comdg. Thirteenth liegt Ohio Vol, Infantry. 

Col. James P. Fypee, 

Comely. 2d Brig., 3d Biv., Left Wing, 14f/i. Army Corps. 


No. 15S. 

Report of Lieut. Col. WUlicm Hotoard, FiJ^ty^ninth Ohio Infantry* 

Hdqrs. Fifty-ninth ItEaiMENT Ohio Vol. Infantry, 

Camp near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January tS, 18G3. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the report of the Fifty-ninth 
Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, of your command, of the battles 
from December 31, 1802, to January 3, 1803. 

On the morning of that day my command was formed at 4 o’clock, 
in accordance with previous orders, and, with the balance of the brigade, 
started at 8 o’clock to take position on the left, when we I'eceived orders 
to march immediately to defend the wagon train against the attack of 
the enemy, which was done with x)romptness, and they were driven 
hack with loss, and the whole train was saved. 

We then received orders to march back and take position on the right 
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of Colonel Beatty^s command, in front, as our forces Avere hard pressed 
at that point, in line of battle, and moved forward to attack the enemy ; 
and after moving’ across the woods we came into an open field, which 
we moved rapidly across until we reached the woods, and my skir- 
mishers soon discovered the enemy in heavy force and in strong position 
in front, and fired upon him and fell back to the line, which I imme- 
diately ordered forward and made the attack ; and after firing upon 
them several rounds, and holding them in check for some time, we were 
forced back by superior numbers about 20 paces, when, by the prompt 
assistance of my officers, we succeeded in rallying the regiment and 
took position behind a fence, and then poured voiley after volley into 
the advancing ranks of the enemy, and held them in check until Major 
Frambes, upon the right, informed me that we were being flanked upon 
that wing and that the balance of the brigade was falling back, when I 
gave the order to fall back, inclining to the right in a skirt of woods, 
ami thereby protecting, to a great extent, my command against a most 
galling fire in rear, and, to some extent, a flanking fire also. 

My officers again coming promptly to my assistance, we succeeded 
in rallying the regiment again, and moved to the right, through the 
woods in front of the enemy, and by a well-directed fire checked his 
onward movement, and held him at that position until the balance of 
the brigade wns put in positiou, when we moved forward and drove the 
enemy from the field with great slaughter and in complete disorder. 
We then, by your orders, took a strong position in the woods, and I 
threw forward my skirmishers; but the enemy, although making several 
demonstrations on the right, did not dare again to approach. We held 
our position until darkness closed the controversy for the day. 

We then, during the night, moved to the left and went into camp, 
but were soon ordered to get into line of battle, and there remained 
until daylight, when we moved across Stone’s Eiver and took position 
upon the extreme left, aud during that day had heavy skirmishing, until 
night ended the fight. 

On the next morning we were ordered to form in column of divisions • 
and take position near the w^oods and throw out our skirmishers, who 
soon came in collision with the enemy’s, and each in turn advanced and 
fell back until about 11 o’clock, when the enemy got a battery in posi- 
tion and commenced to throw an occasional shell in the direction of 
our line, evidently feeling our position, when, by your orders, Major 
Frambes moved my command back and took x>osition upon some low 
ground, and gave the order to lie close, to protect themselves against 
the enemy’s shells, and there remained until about 2 o’clock, when the 
skirmishers were driven in, when I gave the orders to Major Frambes 
to deploy in line and move forward near the woods. About that time 
the enemy succeeded in planting a second battery directly in our front, 
and commenced to throw shells, when we again laid close to the ground. 
The enemy then planted another battery still farther upon his right and 
our left. 

About 3 o’clock our skirmishers were driven in, and it was very soon 
apparent that the enemy was approaching in force to attack, and at 
that time he opened with musketry and artillery along his whole line, 
hud moved forward upon our forces in five heavy columns of brigades; 
but in his movement all in front of us was entirely clear of our army, 
and his’ right had passed our right, aud we were about wheeling to give 
liim a flank fire, when we discovered emerging from the woods the same 
number of his columns, moving with his right upon our left anil passing 
us, when Major Frambes was ordered to fall back with the command. 



606 KY., MID. AND E. TENN.j N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Oliav. XXXII, 

which order was executed iu excelleut style uDtil the enemy, by his ter- 
rible discharges of musketry and artillery and the weight of his columns, 
bore down and threw into disorder our whole lines, when we were thrown 
back in confusion, but succeeded in again rallying our line at a fence in 
our rear : but all in vain, for no human i^ower of our strength could 
withstand such a force. 

But about that time the scene was destined to change. Our artillery 
and musketry opened upon their advancing ranks and columns with 
fearful destruction, but still he moved steadily forward. At that time 
every officer in my command seemed aroused to a sudden sense of duty, 
and dashed in to rally what he could for a grand stand, without refer- 
ence to a general rallying of the regiment, and went into this terrible 
battle, Major Frambes taking command of one wing, Adjutant Hoi ter 
of another, and each officer with all he could gather ,• and at that time the 
fight became terribly fearful, and the enemy was turned and thrown 
into complete confusion, and was driven, with awful slaughter, from the 
field. And I am proud to say that every officer and soldier in my 
command did his whole duty, and we gained, on that day, a magnificent 
victory. 

We lost, during the several battles from December 31 to January 3, 
in killed, 3; wounded, 37, and we had 45 missing, very few of whom 
were captured by the enemy, many of them being ordered to guard the 
train to Nashville. 

My command in the several battles captured 5C prisoners, among whom 
were 1 captain and 1 lieutenant. We commenced these battles with 291 
officers and soldiers, and we have now for duty 200 officers and men. I 
had 2 officers wounded and there are 2 missing. It is due to my com- 
mand to state that one part of them assisted in taking the battery which 
was captured. 

I cannot close this report without awarding due praise to my officers, 
and in doing this 1 must name them here, so that the world may know 
who have actually played a prominent part in these splendid victories 
before Murfreesborough,that must electrify the world, and cause every 
true Union man’s heart to thrill for joy. I can, under all circumstances, 
rely upon Major Frambes, wiio wm.s everywhere present in the very hot- 
test of the battle, fearless of his own safety. lie deserves his country’s 
praise. Adjutant Holtcr, amid showers of bullets, carried my every 
order to any part of the field, regardless of his own safety. Let his 
country do him justice. Lieutenants Woods and Kibbler deserve to be 
remembered by those who may live after them. Captains Vanosdol and 
Sargent, and Lieutenants Stevens and Smith can be relied upon in any 
emergency 5 and it was truly a source of pleasure to me to see Capt. L. 
J. Egbert move steadily forward in battle. He deserves his country’s 
honor. Lieut. John O’Connor, after being severely wounded in the hand, 
bound it up himself, aud he continued in coininand until night, at \vhich 
time he had his finger amputated, and was com])elled to leave the field. 
Tbe name of such a patriot will live after him. Captain Hill was 
severely wounded in the fa(‘.e, and was compelled to retire. A better 
officer I do not want. 

My surgeons, Drs. Hays and Gordon, have my sincerest thanks for 
their prompt attention to the wounded. 

Companies F, G, and H were commanded by Sergts. J esse Ellis, Cohen, 
Hawkins, and Eiloy, each of whom deserves a commission, because they 
fairly earned them. 

My color-bearers did not allow their flags to trail iu the dust, but 
brought them safely from the field. In a word, I am perfectly satisfied 
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with my whole command, and believe the Fifty-ninth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry has, in those four terrible days, faithfully discharged its duty, 
and deserves the country’s admiration and esteem. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM HOWAED, 

Lieutenant-GoloneJ, Comdg. Fifty-ninth Regt. Ohio Yol. Infantry. 
James P. Fyefe, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 


Ho. 159. 

f 

ll^ort of GoL Samuel W, Frice^ Twenty-first Kentucliy Infantry^ com- 
manding Third Brigade, 

Headquarters Third Brigade, Third Division, 

Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps, 

January 0, 1863. 

Sir : I liave tlie honor to submit the following report of the part the 
Third Brigade, which T command (composed of the Fifty-first Ohio, 
Eighth and Twenty-first Kentucky, Thirty-fifth Indiana, and the Nine- 
ty-ninth Ohio Infantry Eegiments), took in the action near Murfrees- 
borough since the 31st ultimo : 

On the morning of December 31, my brigade was ordered from the 
]>osition it held on the north of the Nashville and Murfreesborougb 
Eailroad, across and on the east side of Stone’s Eiver, crossing the river 
at a ford about 1 mile below where the railroad bridge crosses it. At 
the top of the hill, and about half a mile distant from the river, on the 
east side, I forinea my brigade on the left of the First Brigade, then 
commanded by Col. Samuel Beatty. No sooner had I thus formed the 
brigade than an order came from Brigadier-General Van Cleve, then 
commanding the Third Division, for my brigade to cross the river at 
the same ford, and for me to arrange it so as to overlook and command 
the ford. I accordingly recrossed, and stationed the brigade on the crest 
of the hill, the Eighth Kentucky Eegiment on the right of the front line, 
Third Wisconsin Battery (commanded by Lieutenant Livingston) on the 
left of the Eighth Kentucky, Fifty-first Ohio on the left of the artillery, 
and Thirty-fifth Indiana Eegiment on the left of the Fifty-first Ohio. 
The seconJl or rear line was fonned by the Twenty-first Kentucky and 
Ninety-ninth Ohio Eegiments, Twenty-first Kentucky on the right, and 
the Ninety-ninth Ohio on the left. 

During the entire day severe fighting was going on with the right 
wing and the center. The battle-field was perfectly visible from the 
position I held, and although frequently in range of the enemy’s cannon, 
and exposed at times to their bursting shells and solid shot, the men 
and officers of my command were perfectly cool and composed, and 
remained in ranks and conducted themselves as became soldiers and 
officers. 

About 2 p. m. 300 or 400 rebel cavalry appeared on the east and op- 
posite side of the river, and made a dash at a number of Government 
wagons containing camp equipage. Before they reached the wagons, 
Lieutenant Livingston, ever vigilant and prompt in the performance of 
his duties, opened a sharp fire of artillery on them, killing 3 of them 
and somewhat confusing the remainder. Notwithstanding, they sue- 



608 KY., MID. AND E. TBNN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. lOtiAr. XXSH. 

ceeded iu starting off a number of tbe wagons ; but during their hasty 
retreat the artillery disabled one of the wagons, thereby blockading the 
road and saving the wagons in rear. 

Expecting that an attempt would be made afterward by the enemy 
to cross the river, I detached the Eighth Kentucky as sharpshooters, to 
command (under cover of the bank) the ford, and prevent their success 
iu such an attempt. Afterward nothing unusual occurred on that day, 
and my brigade remained in ntatu quo. 

On the next morning, January 1, 1 was ordered by Colonel Beatty 
(who, by reason of General Van Gleve having been disabled by a shell 
iu the action of the day previous, assumed command of the division) to 
station the brigade again on the east side of the river, which I accord- 
ingly did, placing it half a mile up and perpendicular to the river, in 
two lines. Fifty-first Ohio on the right of the front line. Eighth Ken- 
tucky iu the center, and Thirty-fifth Indiana on the left; also the Third 
Wisconsin Battery was in the front line, between the Eighth Kentucky 
and Thirty-fifth iudiana Regiments, the Twenty-first Kentucky and 
Ninety -ninth Ohio forming the rear line, the Twenty-first Kentucky on 
the right and Ninety-ninth Ohio on the left. During the day there was 
heavy skirmishing in our front, and occasionally bodies of cavalry ap- 
peared in the distance in front of my command. Our artillery opened 
on them at different times and dispersed them ; but after the firing 
ceased they reappeared. At sundown our artillery was ordered back to 
the rear, to the wrost side of the river. 

The night was passed without any interruption from the enemy, ex- 
cept about 12 o’clock there was very sharp firing on the skirmish line, 
when one of the skirmishers, a private of the Thirty-fifth Indiana Regi- 
ment, was killed. 

On the morning of January 2, the Third Wisconsin Battery was 
ordered up and occupied its former position. Through the day our 
skirmishers reported at different times the appearance of rebel artillery 
iu our front, and also of fifteen rebel infantry regiments that seemed to 
pass toward our left, which was promptl.v reported to the commander 
of the Third Division, Colonel Beatty. The rebel artillery Irequently 
shelled the woods we occupied, and killed a private of the Eighth Ken- 
tucky, at the same time tearing the colors of that regiment in pieces. 
In the skirmishing of the day a private of the Fifty-first Ohio was killed, 
and one or two of the Eighth Kentucky and Thirty-fifth Indiana Regi- 
ments wounded. 

At 3.15 o’clock the rebels advanced in force through the corn-field 
in our front, supposed to be a division. As they advanced to our skir- 
mish line, Captain Banton, of the Eighth Kentucky, who was in com- 
mand of the skirmishers of the Eighth Kentucky Regiment, was shot 
and instantly killed. When they had advanced to within gun-shot of 
our line, the Fifty-first Ohio Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Col. R. W. 
JIcClain; the Eighth Kentucky Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Ool. R. 
May, and the Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiment, commanded by Ool. B. F. 
Mullen, poured into their ranks a deadly and efifective fire, which seemed, 
for a while, to stop their advancing column, but again they advanced 
slowly, and hero the battle raged desperately. The gallantry and cool- 
ness there evinced by the officers and soldiers of the Fifty-first Ohio, 
Eighth Kentucky, and Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiments deserve the 
highest praise, and heartily do I attribute it to them. 

After these three regiments had contended with the enemy, far 
.superior iu numbers to my command, for ten or twelve minutes, and 
under a severe fire of three batteries of the enemy (none on our side to 
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respond to them), and seein^f that to oppose them further would only 
end in the slaughter of my men, I ordered the front line to fall back in 
order, which it did, as far as possible, and for the second or rear line, 
composed of the Twenty-first Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Gol. J. 
0. Evans, and Ninety-ninth Ohio Regiment, commanded by Ool. P. T. 
Swaine, to fire on the enemy as they advanced. Their line being broken 
and confused by the front line retiring, also was compelled, after a few 
volleys, to fall back. The officers and men of these two regiments also 
deserve especial praise for their gallantry. 

After crossing to the west side of the' river, by the perseverance of 
the officers a great number of the men were rallied and again returned 
to the scene of action, and aided in the ultimate defeat of the enemy. 
All the line officers behaved with the greatest coolness and courage 
during the entire engagement. 

I cannot omit to make honorable mention of a circumstance of the 
scenes of the last day’s engagement, which reflects great credit for the 
daring bravery and coolness of the parties concerned. Corpl. B. 0. 
Hockensmith, of the color-guard of the Twenty-first Kentucky Regi- 
ment, and who carried the colors that day, was confronted by a rebel in 
the retreat, and was ordered, while on the bank of the river, to surren- 
der, to which he replied, Myself I will surrender, but my colors never,” 
at the same moment throwing them into the water. Sergt. J. T. Gunn, 
Company E, of the same regiment, seized them and carried them safely 
through the battle. Corporal Hockensmith escaped, and is safe. 

I am indebted in the highest degree to the members of my staff, Lieuts. 
John Clark, acting assistant adjutant-general. Carter B. Harrison, act- 
ing assistant inspector-general, and Edward Noble, aide-de-camp, for 
their assistance, who at all times performed their duties with intelli- 
gence and zeal, and deserve especially the highest praise for valor and 
efficiency during the action of the 2d instant. 

The loss on both sides has been very heavy. My loss in killed is 
small in proportion to the number wounded. The enemy’s loss, com- 
pared with ours, was at least four to one. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

S. W. PRICE, 

Colonel, Comdg, 3d Brig,, 3d Div., Left Wing, IMh Army Corps, 

Capt. E. A. Otis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Division, Left Wing, 


No. 160. 

Beport of Col Bernard F. 3Iullen, Thirty fifth Indiana Infantry, 

Hdqrs. (First Irish) Thirty-fifth Regt. Inbuna Vols.,^ 

In the Field, near Murfreesborongh, Tenn., January 5, 1863. 

Colonel: In obedience to orders, I have the honor to report officially 
to brigade headquarters the part my regiment took in the battles since 
December 31, 1802. 

On the morning of December 31 last, my regiment moved with our bri- 
gade (the Third) across Stone’s River, and took position on the extreme 
left of the brigade, fronting east. VVe remained but a short time, when 
orders came to recross the river and establish my line, the right testing 
upon the Fifty first Ohio. When the line was thus established^ my left 
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rested niDon the bank of the river. When in this position the action 
commenced on our right, and in an incredibly short space of time I found 
hundreds of fugitives and numerous wagons and ambulances fleeing in 
confusion, and attempting to cross the river. Orders came from you 
to arrest the flight of these fugitives, and to this end I directed my men 
to fix bayonets and halt the panic-stricken soldiers. To Oapt. John P. 
Dufficy, acting major, and Adjutant Scully I am much indebted, as well 
as the company officers, for energetic efforts to form the recusants into 
line. Two small battalions were formed, and under an officer sent back 
to the right of the line. The confusion was very great, and I feel as if 
it was due to my officers and men to mention particularly the cool and 
determined manner [in which] they brought order out of confusion. 

A short time after the subsidence of the panic on the west side of the 
river, I discovered a stampede arising among the teamsters wha had 
crossed on the east side. An officer rode up and informed me that a 
battalion of the enemy’s cavalry was about to charge upon and capture 
the wagons— among them were two wagons belonging to the general- 
in chief— and requesting me, if possible, to save them. I instantly put 
the regiment in march to the ford, in order to meet the cavalry force. 
On my road to the ford I was ordered by Acting Assistant Adjutant- 
General Clark to form line again on the Fifty -first Ohio. 1 did so, and 
saw the cavalry coming in full charge on the train. At this juncture I 
threw the left wing of the regiment back, and opened a severe fire on 
the enemy, the battery on our right shelling him handsomely at the 
same time. The result was, the enemy remained but a little while, and 
managed to get but a few of the rear wagons away with him. 

On the morning of Jafiuary 1, our division (Third) recrossed to the 
east side of the river. The lines were formed in the following order: 
First line of our brigade consisted of the Fifty-first Ohio, Eighth Ken- 
tucky, and Thirty-fifth Indiana, the latter regiment being posted on the 
extreme left of the brigade, and just behind a curtain of WDodland. In 
the rear of my regiment was the Kincty-ninth Ohio ; on the left was the 
Seventy-ninth Indiana. In the course of the day I furnished three com- 
panies of skirmishers, G, I, and B, under Captains Prosser and McKiin. 
Skirmishing was kept up all day. In the evening I relieved Companies 
E, I, and G by sending out the other seven companies, under command 
of Captain Dufficy. 

At midnight the enemy undertook to drive in my skirmishers by a 
vigorous assault. I am proud to report that in this they signally failed. 
The line of skirmishers never gave an inch. On the contrary, in the 
gallant ardor of the moment, they drove the enemy beyond his own line 
and established the Thirty-fifth upon it. In this aflair I lost 1 man 
killed and 2 wounded. Captain Dufficy on the right, and Captain Crowe 
upon the left of skirmishers, behaved with distinguished gallantry. 

At daylight I found it necessary to relieve the line of skirmishers, as 
they had been all night and part of the preceding day without rest or 
nourishment. An order came from brigade headquarters for every 
regiment to throw out in front of their own line two companies of skir- 
mishers. The skirmishers from my regiment were under command of 
Capt. James McKim, a cool and daring officer. 

All day of the 2d instant, skirmishing kept up heavy in the entire 
front. About 2 p. m. a rebel battery opened upon us and threw solid 
shot and shell until 4 p. m., when the enemy, in force, advanced upon 
us. I had directed my men to lie down and fix bayonets, and in no 
case to lire until I gave the word. The skirmishing became very brisk, 
and my skirmishers came in, fell into line with the regiment, reporting 
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to me the approach of an immense force. The enemy advanced steadily 
in column by regiment, en 6chelon. 

When within a short distance of the line of the Fifty-first Ohio and 
Eighth Kentucky, the first brigade of the enemy came into line, and 
both parties opened a crashing fire of musketry. The enemy’s second 
brigade came up to the work, yelling— they were immediately in my 
front. I considered it best to let them advance to within 30 or 40 paces 
of my line, as I believed they had no knowledge of my position, before 
I opened my fire. When their right flank was immediately opposite 
my line, I gave the order to rise and fire. With a deafening cheer the 
order was gallantly obeyed. A plunging volley staggered the advanc- 
ing columns, and before the enemy could recover his surprise my regi- 
ment had reloaded and commenced a well-aimed and telling file fire. 
The flash and rattle of my musketry gave information to the battery in 
my front, which opened furiously upon me. The close proximity of the 
belligerent lines obliged the gunners to throw their shells to my rear 
and solid shot to my extreme left. This accounts for the left wing suf- 
fering so much more than the right. After twenty minutes of a mur- 
derous fire from the enemy, and seeing that he was steadily advancing 
upon the regiments on my right and left, I called for the Ninety-ninth 
Ohio to come forward and support me. I intended to have tried the 
virtue of the bayonet, according to the instructions of our much- 
respected general-in-chief. I regret very much to say, after two appeals 
to the Ninety-ninth Ohio, that regiment failed to colne forward. The 
right wing of the Seventy-ninth Indiana was now engaged, and the 
whole of our brigade line on our right. Through all this terrible fire of 
musketry and shell, I am proud to say not a single officer or man 
flinched. 

The enemy soon iiressed forward. In my rear the Ninety-ninth Ohio 
had gone from the field. The Seventy-ninth Indiana then gave way 
under this terrific pressure. The regiments on my right, the Fifty-first 
Ohio and Eighth Kentucky, were slowly retiring, and fighting heroic- 
ally. At the end of forty -three minutes of a desperate and unequal con- 
test, I found the enemy completely around my flanks. To prevent a 
useless destruction of life, or entire capture of my regiment, I gave the 
order to retire. I was obliged to repeat it, and even then the brave 
fellows complied reluctantly — many refused, and they were either killed 
or captured. 

On reaching the river, in our I’ear some 400 yards, I rallied the torn 
ranks of my regiment. Here were the remaining fragments of the Fifty- 
first Ohio,*Eighth and Twenty-first Kentucky, with some other regi- 
ments that I cannot now designate. A bold and determined fire was 
opened by this new-formed line. The enemy paused, fought, and then 
at last broke and fled, our men pursuing them with cheers and a heavy 
straggling fire. So deafening was the musketry, I did not hear or know 
a single piece of artillery was giving us any aid until I reached the crest 
of the hill in the wood upon our right. The enemy made one stand 
more on this hill ; it was but momentary, for our brave lads were upon 
them, and they fled, never again to rally. 

In my efforts, agreeably to your orders, to ascertain what officer or 
man particularly distinguished himself for gallantry, or disgraced him- 
self by cowardice, I asked a special report from officers commanding 
companies. I received but one report : They commanded a body of 
heroes. My own observation goes to indorse the truthfulness of these 
officers’ reports. In the rush for the advance, portions of the Thirty- 
fifth Indiana, Fifty-first Ohio, Eighth and Twenty-firstKentucky reached 



612 


KY,, MID. AND E. TENN.j N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap. SXSH. 

the enemy’s battery. The boys of the Fifty-first claim one piece, their 
comrades of the Thirty-fifth another. To do justice, I think your entire 
brigade "vras freely represented in the capture of these pieces. Where 
272 men stand unfiinchingly, for forty-three minutes, a combined fire of 
musketry and artillery at close range, it is certainly hard to give to any 
one a pre-eminence for gallantry. I had but few ofSicers with me; each 
and every one had some peculiar tact of excellence, some one splendid 
soldierly virtue. 

In conclusion, I feel oblige’d to call attention to the splendid conduct 
of my adjutant, John Scully. His escape was a miracle, freely expos- 
ing himself, and cheering the men throughout the action to deeds of 
valor. Serg. Maj. Eobert Stockdale fought desperately, but coolly ; he 
deserves particular mention, not only for his conduct on this field, but 
for the faithful and cheerful manner he has ever performed his duties. 
To Dr. Averdick, my surgeon, I must acknowledge valuable services ; 
brave and defiant on the field, he is kind and attentive in the hospital 
wards. Quartermaster Igoe was on the field, attentive to the wounded, 
using every eflbrt to have them carefully transported to the roar. By 
10 o’clock that night not a wounded man of the Thirty-fifth could be 
found on the field. To Father Cooney, our chaplain, too much praise 
cannot be given. Indifferent as to himself, ho was deeply solicitous 
for the temporal comfort and spiritual welfare of us all. On the field 
he was cool and indifferent to danger, and in the name of the regiment 
I thank him for his kindness and laborious attention to the dead and 
dying. 

B. F. MHLLEH, 
Colonel Thirty-fifth Indiana, 

Col. S. W. Peioe, 

Commanding Third Brigade. 


No. 161. 

Bejgort of Maj. Green B. Broaddns, Eighth Kentucky Infantry^ of engage- 
ment January 2. 

Hbadquaetees Eighth Kentucky Voluntbees, 

January 20, 1SG3. 

SiE : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken 
by the Eighth Eegiment Kentucky Volunteers in the battle of January 
2, near Murfreesborough : 

On January 1 we took position near the crest of a hill, the Fifty-first 
Ohio being on our right and the Thirty-fifth Indiana on our lelt. Noth- 
ing of special interest occurred until the morning of the 2d, when brisk 
skirmishing began along the whole line, and continued until about 2 
o’clock, when the enemy advanced with infantry and artillery. The 
battle soon became general, and, the enemy pressing hard upon the 
Fifty-first Ohio, forced them to retire, giving the enemy an opportunity 
to gain our right flank and rear, which they lost no time in accomplish- 
ing. Both men and officers of my regiment fought with becoming 
bravery, coolness, and determination until flanked on the right and left: 
and, seeing no chance to stay the onward course of the enemy, we retired 
to the opposite side of the river just in time to save our capture. 

Capt. John B. Banton, of Company F, was killed earlj^ in the action, 
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while gallantly commanding a line of skirmishers. We lost 7 killed on 
the field, 7 officers wounded, 2of whom have since died; C9 men wounded, 
12 of whom have since died, and 27 missing. 

Very respectfully, 


G. B. BEOADDTJS, 

Majoi', Commanding Eighth Eegimmt Kentucky Volunteers. 
Col. Stanley Matthews, 

Commanding Third Brigade. 


Ko. 162. 

Eeyort of Lieut. Col. James C. Evam, Twenty-first Kentucky Infantry, 
of engagement January 2. 

Hbadquaeters Twenty-eiest Kentucky Volunteers, 

Near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January 3, 1863. 

Sir : In obedience to your orders, I took my position, with the rest of 
the brigade, on Thursday morning (Ist), on the Murfreesborongh side of 
Stone’s Eiver, the Fifty-first Ohio, Eighth Kentucky, and Thirty-fifth 
Indiana in the first line, running nearly north and south and fronting 
east, and my regiment and the Kinety-ninth Ohio in the second line ; 
my regiment in rear of the Fifty-first, the Ninety-ninth in rear of the 
Thirty-fifth. During that day nothing of importance occurred, shve the 
continual firing of the skirmishers. 

On Friday (2d), Companies F and D, of my regiment, were ordered 
out on the extreme left of the division, as skirmishers, and Company B 
on the right, next to the river. During the fight of that day, Companies 
F and D did not come under my observation, but I am assured by Captain 
Evans, who commanded the two companies, that the men behaved like 
tme soldiers. Special mention was made of the coolness and bravery 
of Lieut. Frederick Temple, commanding Company D. All the morning 
the skirmishing continued. About 1 p. m. the rebel artillery commenced 
throwing shells among us, greatly to our annoyance. At this time our 
artillery was withdrawn to the opposite side of the river, to the astonish- 
ment of all. It seems that our little brigade had been forgotten, or was 
left there all alone to be sacrificed, in order to draw the enemy on, which 
latter turned out to be the case. 

Near 3 o’clock the rebel column advanced. I could see Company B, 
as they slowly fell back, fighting with the coolness and courage of vet- 
erans. On they came, and when within 30 or 40 yards of our line the 
Fifty-first and Eighth arose and poured into them a destructive fire. 
These two regiments fought like tigers — ^longer, too, than could have 
been expected under the circumstances. I, being interested in the fight 
in front, failed to notice the rebels advancing around our right, until 
they completely flanked us. By this time the Eighth and Fifty-first 
were driven back, and I at once ordered my men to rise and fall back, 
but to fight as they went, which they did. 

We were driven back some 200 yards, to the bed of the river, where 
I rallied my men, but was ordered by Colonel Beatty, who commanded 
the division, to cross the river, and rally the men behind the batteries. 
We crossed, but, owing to the firing of our artillery and the fresh troops 
coming into line, my men were so scattered that it was impossible to 
rally all of them together ; but I am glad to state that they all rallied 
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upon one regiment or another, and again went in, and remained during 
the fight. I have no censure for a single man of my command, but the 
highest praise for them all. I did not see the Thirty-fifth and Ninety- 
ninth during the engagement. 

My loss, in killed, wounded, and missing, was 55. 

With the greatest respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 

J. (J. EVANS, 

Lieut. Col. Iwenty-Jirst Kentuclq/ YoJs., OomSg. Begt. 

Col. S. W. Price, 

Commanding Third Brigade. 


No. 163. 

B^ort of Lieut. Col. Bichard W. McClain, Fifty -first Ohio Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Fiety-I'iest Eegt. Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
Camp near Murfreeshorough, Tenn., January — , 1863. 

Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report of the oper- 
ations of the Fifty-first Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in front of 
Murfreeshorough daring the late engagement : 

On our arrival at Stone’s Eiver, on Monday evening, December 29, 
1862, my regiment was ordered on picket duty, to take post to the left 
of the ‘pickets of General Wood’s division, where we remained until 
Wednesday morning, December 31, when we received orders to rejoin 
our brigade, which was then en route for the purpose of crossing Stone’s 
Eiver. After we had crossed over, the Fifty-first was assigned its posi- 
tion in the center of the first line of battle ; the Eighth Kentucky on 
our right, and the Thirty-fifth Indiana Infantry on our left. We had not 
been in line of battle over half an hour, when I received orders -to re- 
cross the river and take position opposite the ford, where we remained 
until 1 p. m., when the enemy’s cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, 
made a dash at our hospital wagons, which had not yet recrossed. 
Thereupon the Fifty-first was ordered to change position some 40 paces 
to the rear, in order to open the way for one of our batteries to open 
fire upon the enemy. We remained in that position until 3 p. m. The 
enemy’s shot commenced falling among us, and wo were again ordered 
to change our position about 100 yards to the rear, and out of range of 
the enemy’s battery, where we remained during the night. 

On Thursday morning, January 1, at 5.30 o’clock, 1 received orders 
from Col. Samuel Beatty, then commanding the Third Division, “ to 
take the Fifty-first Ohio and throw it across Stone’s Eiver immediately ; 
then to deploy four companies as skirmishers, holding the remaining 
six companies as a ‘reserve;’” adding at the same time, “move your 
regiment forward,” and ho would throw additional forces to support me, 
and, if possible, to accomplish this before it was clearly light, which was 
done. Our lino' of skirmishers had not advanced far before a spirited 
fire was opened between them and the enemy’s lino of skirmishers. In 
a few minutes I received orders to “ halt the line of skirmishers and not 
bring on an engagement,” which I did. 

The six companies of reserve were then ordered to take position on 
the eminence on the right of the first line of battle, my right resting 
near Stone’s Eiver, while the Eighth Kentucky and Thirty-fid’th Indiana 
formed on our left. We immediately discovered a battery of the enemy 
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about 1,200 yards in our front, which I reported to Colonel Beatty, who 
sent a battery to the front, posting two pieces to my right and four 
pieces to the left of the first line. Our battery then opened fire on the 
enemy, consisting of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, who were posted 
in the edge of the woods in front of us, the enemy feebly replying with 
their artillery, their sharpshooters at the same time keeping up a brisk 
fire on our line of skirmishers all day. Thus passed Thursday. In the 
evening the four companies that were skirmishing were relieved and 
formed with the regiment, where we lay that night on our arms. 

On Friday morning, at daybreak, the enemy’s sharpshooters opened 
on us with increased vigor. Two companies of the Fifty-first were then 
sent to relieve the front line of skirmishers. At about 12 m. the enemy 
changed the position of their battery to the left of our front, and opened 
a heavy fire on us at this elevated point, and, having got range of the 
two pieces of artillery posted where we were stationed, our pieces had 
to be withdrawn a short distance to the rear. The enemj ’s line of skir- 
mishers w'as then strengthened, and drove our skirmishers back a short 
distance, and gained possession of some buildings which our skirmishers 
were iniable to hold. Our line then rallied, drove the enemy from the 
buildings, who set them on fire before leading them. 

Between the hours of 1 and 2 p. m. we could distinctly see in the dis- 
tance large bodies of infantry forming in our front and moving to our 
left, accompanied by artillery and cavalry. I immediately notified the 
jiroper ofliccrs of the movements of the enemy. Soon thereafter we saw 
large bodies of infantry forming in our front in line of battle, and moving 
toward us. They advanced to within between 600 and 800 yards of our 
front and halted, and commenced throwing down a line of fence run- 
ning iiarallel to our line. I immediately directed Adjutant Nicholas to 
report the fact, and he informed Major Starling of the enemy’s move- 
ments, as well as the brigade and division commanders that the enemy 
were in the act of attacking us. The enemy’s artillery was playing on 
us up to this time, when it ceased, and their line of battle immediately 
advanced, their center moving steadily, while their left was thrown 
around to Stone’s Eiver. After advancing in this manner to within 
200 yards of our front, they set up a most hideous yell, and charged upon 
us ill two lilies of battle, closed in mass, while their skirmishers rallied 
to their loft. 

At this period the eight companies of the Fifty-first were lying down, 
with bayonets fixed, being partially protected by a depression of the 
ground, the two companies of skirmishers still disputing the advance 
of the enemy’s left, which was in advance of their center, and moving 
more rapidly, in order to get between us and the river, to outflank us. 
When their line arrived within 60 yards of our front, so that we 
could iilainly see their breasts, I gave the command to rise and fire, 
which was done, the enemy at the same time opening a terrific fire 
upon us; their front line, using revolving rifles, kept up a coutinuons 
fire, and advancing. Being pressed heavily, and our right forced back 
and outflanked, the artilleiy having been withdrawn previous to the 
charge, wo were compelled to fall back and cross the river, where I ral- 
lied portions of the regiment under cover of our artillery, then recrossed 
the river, and advanced with our colors and assisted in driving the en- 
emy beyond our first position, capturing one piece of artillery belonging 
to the Washington Battery, our colors being the first to wave over the 
gun. It being dark, and the enemy driven from the field, we were 
ordered to seek quarters for the night. 

The following is a list of the killed, wounded, and missing in the reg. 
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iment during the engagement: Killed, 24 j, wounded, 122; missing, 44. 
Total, i90. 

The following is a list of those especially noted for gallantry and 
ungallantry : 

For gallant conduct: Sergts. Thomas Eodgers (color-bearer) and 
William Barnes, Company H; Privates Jesse T. Beachler, Company 
A; M. Morgan, John GI Fox, and John Hilliker, Company P; K. 
Jones and Theophilus Phillips, Company H, and ISIathan A. Carpenter, 
Company I. 

For ungallantry: First Sergt. William A. Himes, Company A; Pri- 
vates Jacob Lenhart and Martin Hart, Company F. 

Great praise is due both officers and soldiers for the manner in which 
they sustained the first charge of the enemy, and, although compelled 
to fall back, being pressed by superior numbers, still greater praise 
is due them tor rallying with the advance, and assisting to drive the 
enemy from the field. 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 

E. W. McCLAIK, 

Lieutenant- Golonel^ Comdg, Fifty-first Regt. Ohio VoL Infantry, 
Col. Stanley Matthews, 

Commanding Thud Brigade^ Third Division^ Left Wing, 


No. 164. 

Re;port of Lieut, Col, John E. Cummins^ Ninety-ninth Ohio Infantry^ of 
engagement January 2. 

Hdqrs. Ninety-ninth Eeot. Ohio Vol. Infantuy", 

Near Murfreesborough, Tenn,, January 24, 1803. 

Sir : The following is a copy of my remarks accompanying my report 
of killed, wounded, and missing of this regiment in the battle of Stone’s 
Eiver, which report was made on the 4th day of January, 1863: 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report : 

# # # # # 4A 

The Ninety-ninth Regiment went into action on January 2 with 369 men, rank and 
file. 

The regiment lost, as the foregoing shows, 1 commissioned officer and 11 enlisted 
men, killed; 3 commissioned officer^ and 41 enlisted men, wounded; 1 commissioned 
officer and 35 enlisted men are missing. Of this number some are known to have been 
wounded on the field, and some to he prisoners in the bauds of the enemy: 

After the regiment was compelled to fall hack, I found that, with but few exceptions, 
the men rallied and wont back into the action. The conduct of the oflicers and men 
of the regiment was all that could he asked, and I might do injustice to some to men- 
tion particular instances of good conduct. Colonel Swaine, who was in command, 
and is wounded and absent from the regiment, sends hack word that he was well sat- 
isfied with the conduct of all the officers and men of his command, and that they 
obeyed every order which he gave, with promptness. 

J. E. CUMMINS, 

Lieutcnani-CoJonel, Comdg, Mneiy-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

Colonel Price, 

Commanding Third Brigade^ Third Dimsion, Left Wing, 

There are several inaccuracies in the report made at that time. It 
should have reported 12 enlisted men and 1 commissioned oflScer killed; 
1 commissioned officer and 29 enlisted men missing. 

J. E. CUMMINS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ninety-ninth Ohio, 

Col. Stanley Matthews, 

Commanding Third Brigade. Third JDimsion. 
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!N’o. 165. 

Rej^orts of Brig. Gen. David S. Stanley^ U. 8. Anny^ Ghief of Cavalry^ 

including skirmishes near La Yergne^ December 27, at Wilkinson^s Cross- 

Roads^ December 29, OveralVs Creeks December 31, and Lytles Greek, 

January 5. 

Hdqrs. Oayalry, Fourteenth Army Cores, 

Department of the Cumberland, 

JYear Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863. 

Major : I have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen- 
eral commanding the army, the following statement of the part taken 
by the cavalry under my command in the advance upon and battle of 
Murfreesborough : 

On December 26 I divided the cavalry into three columns, putting 
the First Brigade, commanded by Colonel Minty, Fourth Michigan Cav- 
alry, upon the Murfreesborough pike, in advance of General Critten- 
den’s corps. The Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Zahm, Third 
Ohio Cavalry, was ordered to move on Franklin, dislodge the enemy’s 
cavalry, and move parallel to General McCook’s corps, protecting his 
right flank. The reserve cavalry, consisting of the new regiments, viz, 
Anderson Troop, or Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, First Middle Ten- 
nessee, Second East Tennessee Cavalry, and four companies of the Third 
Indiana, I commanded in person, and preceded General McCook’s corps 
on the iJTolensville pike. Col. John Kennett, commanding cavalry divis- 
ion, commanded the cavalry on the Murfreesborough pike. For the 
opei’ations of this column, and also the movements of Colonel Zahm 
up to December 31, 1 would refer you to the inclosed reports of Colo- 
nels Kennett, Zahm, and Minty. 

On the morning of the 27th our cavalry first encountered the enemy 
on the Nolensville pike, 1 mile in advance of Bole Jack Pass. Their 
cavalry was in large force and accompanied by a battery of artillery. 
Fighting continued from 10 o’clock until evening, during which time 
we had driven the enemy 2 miles beyond La Vergne. 

The Third Indiana and Anderson Troop behaved very gallantly, charg- 
ing the enemy twice and bringing them to hand-to-hand encounters. 
The conduct of Majors Eosengarten and Ward, the former now deceased, 
was most heroic. 

On the 28th we made a reconnaissance to College Grove, and found 
that Hardee’s rebel corps had marched to Murfreesborough. 

On the 29th Colonel Zahm’s brigade, having joined, was directed to 
march upon Murfreesborough by the Franklin road, the reserve cavalry 
moving on the Bole Jack road, the columns communicating at the cross- 
ing of Stewart’s Creek. 

We encountered the enemy’s cavalry, and found them in strong force 
at Wilkinson’s Cross-Eoads. Our cavalry drove them rapidly across 
Overall’s Creek, and within one-half mile of the enemy’s line of battle. 
The Anderson Cavalry behaved most gallantly this day, pushing at full 
charge upon the enemy for 6 miles. Unfortunately their advance proved 
too reckless. Having dispersed their cavalry, the Troop fell upon two 
regiments of rebel infantry in ambush, and after a gallant struggle were 
compelled to retire, with the loss of Major Eosengarten and 6 men killed, 
and the brave Major Ward and 5 men desperately wounded. With the 
loss of these two most gallant officers the spirit of the Anderson Troop, 
which gave such fine promise, seems to have died out, and I have not 
been able to get any duty out of them since. 
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On tlie Seth tlie entire cavalry force was engaged in guarding the flanks 
of the army, in position. Some small cavalry skirmishing occurred, but 
nothing of importance. 

At 11 p. m., the 30th, I marched for La Vergne with the First Ten- 
nessee and the Anderson Cavalry. Near that place I was joined by de- 
tachments of the Fourth Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

At 9.o0 o’clock on the 31st I received an order from the general com- 
manding, directing me to hasten to the right. 1 made all possible 
speed, leaving a strong detachment to prote(*>t the trains crowding the 
road at Stewartsborough and to pick up stragglers. Upon arriving upon 
the right flank of the army, I found order restored, and took position 
on General McCook’s right, my right extending toward Wilkinson’s 
Cross-Eoads, occupying the woods about the meeting-house on Overall’s 
Creek. 

In this position we were attacked about 4 p. m. by a long line of foot 
skirmishers. My first impression was that these covered infantry, but 
I learned soon that they were only dismounted cavalry. We success- 
fully held them at bay for one-half an hour with the Fourth Mich- 
igan and Seventh Pennsylvania, dismounted, when, being outflanked, I 
ordered our line to mount and fall back to the open field. The enemy 
followed here, and being re-enforced by detachments of the Anderson 
and Third Kentucky Cavalry, and the First Tennessee, we charged, the 
enemy and put him to rout. The cavalry held the same position this 
night they had taken upon my arrival upon the field. 

About 9 o’clock New Year’s morning the enemy showed a line of 
skirmishers in the woods to our front, and soon after brought a six-gun 
battery to bear upon my cavalry. As we could not reach the enemy’s 
skirmishers, nor reply to his artillery, I ordered my cavalry to fall back. 
A part of Zahm’s brigade marched this day to Nashville to protect our 
train. Colonel Zahm’s report is inclosed. 

January 2 and 3 the cavalry was engaged in watching the flanks of 
our position. Upon the 4th it became evident that the enemy had fled. 
The cavalry was collected and moved to the fords of Stone’s Eiver. 
Upon the 5th we entered Murfreesborough. Zahm’s brigade marched 
in pursuit of the enemy on the Shelbyville pike — marched C miles, find- 
ing no opposition. With the remainder of the cavalry I marched on the 
Manchester pike and encountered the enemy in heavy force at Lytle’s 
Creek, 3J miles from town. We fought with this force till near sundown, 
pushing them from one cedar-brake to another, when, being re-enforced 
by General Spears’ brigade of East Tennesseeans, we drove the enemy 
out of his last stand in disorder. We returned after dark and encamped 
on Lytle’s Creek. Our troops all behaved well. The skirmishing was 
of a very severe character. The Fourth U. S. Cavalry, which was this 
day first under my control, behaved very handsomely. 

Inclosed please find reports of division, brigade, and regimental com- 
manders. Captain Otis’ command acted independently until the 5th in- 
stant, when they came under my orders. 

Inclosed find list of killed, wounded, and missing,* excepting from 
Anderson Cavalry ; the report of this regiment I have not received. A 
special report of ofiOicers and soldiers deserving mention will be sub- 
mitted. The duty of the cavalry was very arduous. From December 
26 to January 4 the saddles were only taken off to groom, and were 
immediately replaced. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 214. 
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A consolidated list of casualties, including tliose of tlie First Ten- 
nessee, Anderson Troop, and Third Indiana, as nearly as ascertained, 
will be submitted in the morning. 

Respectfully submitted. 

D. S. STANLEY, 

^ Brigadier- Oenerul and Chief of Cavalry. 


Headquarters Cavalry, 

Near Murfreeshorough, January 12, 1863. 
Sir: Inclosed please find consolidated report, with list of commis- 
sioned officers killed, wounded, and missing, in the operations before 
Murfreesborough. I send it unsigned, as the general is away. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. SINCLAIR, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

C. Goddard, 

Assista7it Adjutant- General and Chief of Staff. 


Hej^ort of casualties in cavalry coim/mand<f Fourteenth Army Corps, from the advance from 
Nashville on the 2Qth December, and including the battles before Murfreesborough.* 



List of ojficcrs Jcillcd and wounded in cavalry command, Fourteenth Army Corps, Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland, in operations before Murfreesborough, Tenn. 

Killed.’— Oo\. Minor Milliken, First; Ohio Cavalry; Maj. D. A. B. Moore, First Ohio 
Cavalry ; Lieut T. L. Condi t, Company L, First Ohio Cavalry. 

Wounded. — Captain Wortham, Company C, First Tennessee Cavalry; Capt. Eli 
Long, Company K, Fourth U. S. Cavalry ; Adjt. William H. Scott, First Ohio ; Lieut. 
Thomas V. Mitchell, Company H, Fourth Michigan Cavalry. 

Headquarters Cavalry, 

Ca7)ip on BradyvillepiJce, Tenn.y January 29, 1803. 

COLONISL : In accordance with Paragraph 713, Army Regulations, I 
have the honor to submit the names of the following officers deserving, 
in my opinion, of special notice : 

Major Klein, Third Indiana, on the 27th first engaged the enemy on 
the Nolensville pike, and soon put them to full flight. 

* But see revised statement, p. 214. f Fifth Tennessee Cavalry. t Surgeon. 
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Majors Ward and Eosengarten (Anderson Troop), botli deceased, be- 
liaved with great bravery in the two affairs with the enemy. In the 
last one, on the 29th, both these gallant young officers received their 
death wounds. 

Colonel Minty, Fourth Michigan, commanding First Brigade, deserves 
credit for his management of his command on the march^’and in several 
actions. 

Captain Otis, Fourth U. S. Cavalry, and Colonel Murray, Third Ken- 
tucky Cavalry, with their respective regiments, rendered important and 
distinguished service, gallantly charging and dispersing the enemy^s 
cavalry in their attack upon our train Wednesday, the 31st. Maj. John 
B. Wynkoop was, as always, a model to faithful soldiers. 

Colonel Kennett was only a part of the time under my command ; he 
rendered good service. Colonel Zahm, Third Ohio Cavalry, Second 
Brigade (though unfortunate with a portion of his command on Wed- 
nesday morning), contributed greatly, by his personal example, to the 
restoration of order and confidence in that portion of the Second Bri- 
gade stampeded by the enemy’s attack. 

• Inclosed please find subordinate reports. Colonel Zahm, having re- 
ceived an injury, has submitted no report. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

D. S. STANLEY, 

Brigadier- General and Chief of Cavalry. 

Col. C. Godbai^d, 

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff . 


No. 166. 

Report of Col. John Kennett^ Fourth Ohio Cavalry, commanding First 

Cavalry Division. 

Heabquaktbbs First Cavalry Division, 

Camp Stanley, Tenn., January 8 , 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor of submitting to you the reports of the part 
taken in the fighting of the two brigades, composing the First Cavalry 
Division, from December 26, 1862, up to the night of January 5, 1863, 
from Nashville to Murfreesborough, and 6 miles beyond Murfreesbor- 
ough, on the Manchester and Shelbyville pikes. 

On leaving Nashville, the Second Brigade, under Colonel Zahm, took 
the road to Franklin ; Brig. Gen. D. S. Stanley, with the First and Sec- 
ond Tennessee Cavalry and Anderson Troop, took the Nolensville pike; 
the First Brigade, Colonel Minty commanding, under my charge, took 
the Murfreesborough pike. I reported my command to General Palmer, 
who placed us in the advance. Our skirmishers drove the enemy some 
5 miles. The afternoon was well spent, when General Palmer relieved 
us with infantry skirmishers, the cavalry forming the reserve on the 
right and left fliinks. The First Brigade marched daily as a reserve to 
the advanced skirmishers of the army composing the left wing, on their 
flanks, up to December 30, 1862. 

On December 31, 1862, we were posted as reserves on the flanks, 
throwing out our skirmishers and vedettes, watching the movements of 
the enemy. We performed a variety of duty, as scouts on the different 
avenues leading to our camp and connecting with the roads centering 
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upon IS^ashville, Tenn,, flankers, vedettes, couriers, engaging tlie enemy 
daily on the right flank. For the details of each engagement, I beg leave 
to refer you to the reports herewith. Some few incidents which, could 
not well have fallen under the eye of the brigade commanders, having 
occurred under my immediate notice, I beg leave to append. 

When the enemy charged upon our right wing, scattering a few regi- 
ments, which stamj)eded to the rear, I received orders from Major-Gen- 
eral Eosecrans in person to collect all the cavalry at my command, and 
proceed to rally the right wing and drive the enemy away. I found 
Colonel Murray, of the Third Kentucky, in command of about a squad- 
ron of men. With that we made our way to the right. We found a 
complete stampede — infantry, cavalry, and artillery rushing to the rear, 
and the rebel cavalry charging upon our retiring forces on the Mur- 
freesborough pike. 

Colonel Murray, with great intrepidity, engaged the enemy toward the 
skirts of the woods, and drove them in three charges. His men behaved 
like old veterans. Between his command and the field the space was 
filled with rushing rebel cavalry, charging upon our retreating cavalry 
and infantry, holding many of our soldiers as prisoners. ■ I rallied the 
Third Ohio, some two companies, which was falling back, and formed it 
in the rear of a fence, where volley after volley had the effect of driving 
back the rebels upon the run, they (the Third Ohio) charging upon them 
eflectually, thereby relieving the pike of their presence, saving the train, 
one piece of ai'tillery, and rescuing from their grasp many of our men 
taken as prisoners. One of my staff. Lieutenant Eilley, being a pris- 
oner in their hands, was released. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, of the Third Ohio, displayed energy, cool- 
ness, and courage upon this occasion in executing my orders. I also 
take great pride in mentioning the prompt manner with which my staff 
conveyed my orders in all these engagements. 

Two of my orderlies displayed high order of chivalry, daggers 
charged upon two rebel cavalry, rescuing two men of the Fourth Ohio 
Volunteer Cavalry, who were being taken off as prisoners. The other, 
Farrish, shot two of the rebels and came to my rescue in a personal en- 
counter with a rebel, who was in the act of leveling his xflstol at my 
head ; but he found a carbine leveled into his own face, and, at my 
order to surrender, he delivered his pistols, carbine, and horse to me. 
ITiey both deserve promotion, and would make good officers. . 

The able, undaunted spirit and ability which Colonel Minty has dis- 
jfiayed whenever coming under my eye, I take great satisfaction in 
noticing. The officers and men all displayed great self-sacrifice. 

Major Wynkoop, of the Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, and Lieuten- 
ant Woolley, assistant adjutant-general of the First Brigade, carried out 
every order with unhesitating energy and will, displaying the highest 
order of gallantry. 

Captain Otis, of the Fourth Eegiment Cavalry, although he does not 
belong to my division, but being posted on the left wing of our skir- 
mishers on the march on the Manchester road, I feel it my duty, as well 
as take great pleasure, in stating he is an able and efficient offiep. 

Brig. Gen. D. S. Stanley being in command of the forces pursuing the 
retiring rebels on this march, it fell to my lot to convey and see his 
orders executed. Before closing this report, it is my duty to make hon- 
orable mention of the meritorious conduct of Lieutenant Newell, com- 
manding a section of artillery attached to my division. During the first 
day’s engagement, near La Vergne, he placed his two pieces in well- 
selected grounds, and did great execution, killing 3 horses, dismounting 
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7, and scattering the rebel cavalry by his well and timely aimed shots. 
He has on several occasions displayed talents of the first order as an 
artillerist. It would not be amiss to state at this time that my entire 
command were short of rations, performing duty night and day in the 
wet fields, without shelter, exposed to the wet, cold, and hunger without 
a murmur. 

Major Paramore, of the Third Ohio, displayed great presence of miud 
and determination in maintaining his position on the right flank with 
his battalion to cover an ammunition train long after the cavalry on his 
right had been driven away by the enemy’s shells. I annex his report, 
all of which I respectfully submit for your review. 

Your obedient servant, 

JNO. XENNETT, 

Colonel, Commanding Mrst Cavalry Division. 

Capt. W. H. Sinclair. 


No. 167. 

Beyort of Ideut. Bfatlianiel M. Newell, Battery D, Mrst Ohio Bight Artil- 
lery, of slcirmishes near La Yergne and Stewart’s Creelt, December 26- 
January 1. 

Headquarters Battery D, First Ohio Artillery, 

Cam.]g near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 12, 1863. 
Lieutenant: December 26, 1862, Colonel Kennett ordered mo to 
move with the First Brigade, Colonel Minty, from camp, near Nashville, 
on Murfreesborough pike, toward La Vergne. Two miles Irom La 
Vergne we came upon a body of Confederate cavalry, and went into ac- 
tion, dispersing them after firing 4 rounds. We then moved forward a 
mile ; we there took position on the pike and opened fire on a section of 
rebel artillery, distant about a mile. I fired 60 rounds, losing, during 
the action, 1 man killed — Private F. T. Coffin — and 1 horse disabled. 
I then moved into a field on the right of the pike and opened fire. The 
enemy retired from their position to the left and rear. I then moved 
to the left of the pike, and took position near a small church, from which 
position we fired until dark, silencing the enemy after a few rounds. 
That night I encamped with the brigade on the right of the pike and 1 
mile back. 

From the night of December 26 to the morning of January 1, 1 occu- 
pied different positions in and around La Vergne and Stewart’s Creek. 

• On Januarj 7 1 , moved from Stewart’s Creek to La Vergne with Colonel 
Dickinson, of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, to re-enforce Colonel Innes, 
of the First Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, stationed near La 
Vergne. About 1 mile from that place I found Wheeler’s rebel cavalry 
on the left of the pike. I went into action and drove them from the 
field, and then joined Colonel Innes’ command, with whom I remained 
until the 9th instant. 

On the 9th instant receive^ orders to report to General Stanley, chief 
of cavalry, and by him was ordered to report to Colonel Kennett, and 
am now in camp on Manchester pike, near First Cavalry Brigade. 

Very respectfully, 

N. M. NEWELL, 

Lieutenant, Commanding Battery D, First Ohio Artillery. 
Lieut. M. B. Chamberlin, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division. 
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No. 168. 

Report of CoL Robert H. O. Minty ^ Fourth Michigan Cavalry^ command- 
ing First Brigade^ including- sHrmishes at La Vergne, December 26, 
between 8tewarfs Greeh and La VergnCj December 30, at OveralVs Greek, 
December 31, and on Manchester pike^ January 5. 

Headquarters First Cavalry Brigade, 

Gamp near Murfreesborough^ Tenn.j January 7, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to hand you the following report of the part 
taken by the First Brigade, First Division of the Cavalry Reserve, in the 
operations from the advance from Nashville to and including the battles 
before Murfreesborough : 

I marched from Camp Eosecrans, near Nashville, on the morning of 
the 26th ultimo, with the Third Kentucky, Fourth Michigan, Seventh 
Pennsylvania, and one company of the Second Indiana, and reported to 
General Palmer, on the Murfreesborough road. In accordance with 
orders received from him through the colonel commanding the division, 
I placed the Third Kentucky on the left and the Seventh Pennsylvania 
on the right of the road, keeping the Fourth Michigan on the pike, with 
a strong advance guard out. Ten miles from Nashville I met the 
enemy’s pickets, who, as they fell back before us, were continually re- 
enforced, until, arriving at La Vergne, they disputed our progress with 
a force of 2,500 cavalry and mounted infantry, supported by four pieces 
of artillery, under the command of General Wheeler. As the enemy 
had us most perfectly in range, after some sharp <hir‘Tni'-li‘ng. I moved, 
under cover of a slight eminence, on which Lieutenant Newell, of Bat- 
tery D, First Ohio, had his section planted, leaving two companies of 
the Fourth Michigan, dismounted and in ambush, behind a fence to sup- 
port the battery. 

I must here mention that Lieutenant Newell did splendid service with 
his two 3-inch Rodmans. Every shot was well planted, and he nobly 
fought the four guns of the enemy for over half an hour, when a battery 
from General Palmer’s division moved up to his assistance. One of the 
gunners was killed by a shell from the enemy while serving his gun, 
Saturday, December »27, the Seventh Pennsylvania, under Major 
Wynkoop, made a reconnaissance in front of General Palmer’s division, 
which occui)ied a position on the left of the line. One battalion of the 
Fourth Michigan, under command of Captain Mix, was sent out on the 
Jefferson pike, and did not rejoin the brigade until the following day. 
I beg to refer you to Captain Mix’s report for particulars. The array 
advanced at about 11 a. m., the Third Kentucky and one company of 
the Second Indiana, under command of Colonel Murray, covering the 
left flank, and the Fourth Michigan, under my immediate direction, 
covering the right flank. . Camped near Stewart’s Creek this night. 

Sunday, December 28, sent one battalion of the Seventh Pennsyl- 
vania to relieve the battalion of the Fourth Michigan, on Jefferson pike. 

Monday, December 29, army again advanced; Seventh Pennsylvania, 
under Major Wynkoop, on the left flank ; Third Kentucky on the right 
flank, under Colonel Murray ; Fourth Michigan in reserve ; Second In- 
diana on courier duty. Light skirmishing with the enemy all day. 
Found the enemy in position in front of Murfreesborough at about 3 p. 
m. Bivouacked for the night immediately in rear of our line of battle. 

Tuesday, December 30, one battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania 
and one of the Third Kentucky formed a chain of vedettes in rear of 
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the line of battle, witli orders to drive up all stragglers. Under orders 
from the colonel commanding the division, I took the Fourth Michigan 
and one battalion of the Seventh Pennsylvania back on the Nashville 
pike, to operate against Wheeler’s cavalry, who, a few hours before, had 
destroyed the train of the Twenty-eighth Brigade on the J efterson pike. 
Between Stewart’s Creek and La Vergne I met the enemy, about 100 
strong, and dressed in our uniforms. The Seventh Pennsylvania drove 
them until after dark. I reported to Colonel Walker, Thirty-first Ohio, 
commanding a brigade, and encamped with him that night, miles 
south of La Vergne. 

Wednesday, December 31, under orders from Major-General Eose- 
crans, I reported to Brigadier-General Stanley, chief of cavalry, who 
came up the same morning with the First Middle Tennessee and part of 
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. Under orders from General Stanley, we 
moved rapidly across the country toward the right of General McCook’s 
position (leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson, Fourth Michigan Cav- 
alry, with 120 men, to support Lieutenant Newell’s section of artillery 
at the cross-roads northwest of Stewart’s Greek), the enemy’s cavalry 
falling back rapidly before us. When close to Overall’s Creek our own 
artillery, in position to our left, opened on us with shell, and severely 
wounded 1 man of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. 

Grossing Overall’s Creek, I took up position parallel to, and three- 
fourths of a mile distant from, the Nashville and Murfreesborongh road. 
The Fourth Michigan dismounted, forming a line of skirmishers on the 
edge of the woods immediately in our front, out of which they had driven 
a large force of the rebel cavalry. They were supported by a part of 
the First Tennessee, also dismounted. Captain Jennings’ battalion, 
Seventh Pennsylvania, and two companies Third Kentucky, under Cap- 
tain Davis, were posted in the woods to the right and in rear of the 
Fourth Michigan, with the Fifteenth Pennsylvania in their rear. Our 
entire force at this time was 950 men. 

The enemy advanced rapidly with 3,500 cavalry, mounted and dis- 
mounted, with three pieces of artillery, all under the command of Gen- 
eral Wheeler. They drove back the Fourth Michigan to the line of the 
First Tennessee skirmishers, and then attacked the Seventh Pennsyl- 
vania with great fury, but met with determined resistance. I went 
forward to the dismounted skirmishers and endeavored to move them 
to the right, to strengthen the Seventh Pennsylvania, but the moment 
the right of the line showed itself from behind the fence where they 
were posted, the whole of the enemy’s fire was directed on it, turning it 
completely around. At this moment the Filteenth Pennsylvania gave 
'way and retreated rapidly, leaving the battalion of the SeWenth Penn- 
sylvania and the dismounted men almost entirely unsupported, and 
leaving them no alternative but retreat. 

We fell back a couple of fields and reformed in rear of a rising ground, 
which protected us from the enemy’s artillery. 

The rebel cavalry had followed us up sharply into the open ground, 
and now menaced us with three strong lines, two directly in front of 
my position and one opposite our left flank, with its right thrown well 
forward, and a strong body of skirmishers in the woods to our right, 
and threatening that flank. 

General Stanley gave the order to charge, and he himself led two 
companies (K and H) of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry and about 50 
men of the Fifteenth Pennvsylvania against the line in front of our left, 
routed the enemy, and captured one stand of colors, which was brought 
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in by a sergeant of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania. Captain Jennings, 
Seventh Pennsylvania, with his battalion, supported this movement. 

At the same time I charged the first line in our front with the Fourth 
Michigan and First Tennessee, supported on the right by a fire from 
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania, and drove them from the field. The sec- 
ond line was formed on the far side of a lane, with a partially destroyed 
fence on each side of it, and still stood their ground. T reformed my 
men and again charged. The enemy was again broken and driven from 
the field. 

Colonel Kennett, commanding First Cavalry Division, now arrived 
on the field with re-enforcements. I held the ground that night with 
the First Tennessee, Fifteenth Pennsylvania, and Fourth Michigan, 
picketing the whole of my first position. 

A sergeant of the Seventh Pennsylvania, who was taken prisoner by 
the enemy, states that before we charged we had killed 27, including 
many ofiicers. 

January 1, 2, and 3, had the brigade under arms all day, with two 
regiments on picket and skirmishing with theenemy^s pickets. 

Sunday, January 4, moved the brigade to Wilkinson’s Cross-Eoads, 
and bivouacked there for the night with the Fourth Cavalry. 

Monday, January 5, marched through Murfreesborough and took the 
Manchester pike; 1 mile out met the enemy’s pickets; reported to Gen- 
eral Stanley, who ordered an advance, and took the lead himself with 
the Fourth Cavalry. After crossing a small creek, about 2 miles from 
Murfreesborough, the bridge over which had been destroyed, the enemy 
commenced shelling us. I sent the Third Kentucky well to the right 
and (ront and the Seventh Pennsylvania to the leftj keeping the First 
and Second Tennessee and the Fourth Michigan in reserve. After some 
little delay, the general again ordered an advance. I placed the five com- 
panies, Fourth Michigan, on the light of the road, with one company ad- 
vaiK'ed as skirmishers; the Third Kentucky on the right of the Fourth 
Michigan, and the First Tennessee on the right of the Third Kentucky, 
with the Second Tennessee in reserve. In this formation we advanced 
through a cedar wood with a dense undergrowth, rendering it almost 
impossible to force our way through. We had occasional skirmishing 
with the enemy, who continued to shell us as we advanced. 

About 0 miles out we met the enemy in force; a sharp skirmish en- 
sued. The Fourth Cavalry, First Tennessee Infantry, and Seventh 
Pennsylvania Cavalry were chiefly engaged on our side. The enemy 
were driven from the field, and we returned within 1^ miles of Mur- 
freesborough and went into camp. 

I beg to refer you to the reports of regimental commanders for par- 
ticulars of operations of detached portions of the brigade. 

Inclosed lierewith I hand you a report of such officiers and men as 
deserve s])e<nal mention; also the report of casualties. 

In explanation of the large number of missing reported by the Seventh 
Pennsylvania, I would call your attention to the fact that the entire of 
one battalion was deployed as a chain of vedettes in rear of our line of 
bartle, where the right wing was driven back, and many of the men 
must have been captured by the enemy w^hile endeavoring to drive up 
the straggling infantry. I have to call your particular attention to the 
reports of Colonel Aiiirray, Captain Mix, and Lieutenant Bldridge. 

ColoiHil Murray, with a liandful of men, performed services that would 
do honor to a full regiment. 

Captain Mix, with about 50 men, not only drove 2.00 of the enemy over 
40 R R-— YOL XX, PT I 
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2 miles, but he there held his position against an entire regiment of rebel 
cavalry. 

Lieutenant Eldridge, with 18 men, dismounted, attacked, the enemy, 
routed them, and recaptured a wagon full of ammunition. 

In the engagement of Wednesday, while leading his company in a 
charge. Captain Mix’s horse was shot under him, and in the same charge 
Lieutenant Woolley, my acting assistant adjutant-general, was thrown 
from his horse, severely hurting his leg; notwithstanding which, he 
immediately remounted and continued to perform all his duties. 

The brigade has captured and turned over l‘J2 prisoners. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ EOBT. H. G. MINTY, 

Colonel, Commanding First Cavalry Division. 
Lieutenant Ohambeelin, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division. 


No. 169. 

Report of Capt. Joseph A. 8. Mitchell, Second Indiana Cavalry, of opera- 
tions near La Vergne, December 29-31. 

Nashville, Tenn., January 2, 1863. 

SiE : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your order, 
I reported to Captain Otis, chief of couriers, on the 29th ultimo, and 
that on the same date, by his direction, my men were posted on the 
Nashville and Murfreesborough road as couriers, commencing 9 miles 
from Nashville, and extending to the headquarters of Major-General 
Crittenden. 

On the Slst ultimo, at 3 p. m., the enemy made a raid upon La Vergne, 
at which point I had made my headquarters, capturing from my command 
1 lieutenant and 13 men, and making it necessary for two other courier 
posts to abandon their stations to prevent capture, all of which I im- 
mediately reported to Major-General Kosecrans the same evening. The 
places of my men were supplied from another command, and I proceeded 
to this place to collect the few men who still remained of my company. 
Those who were at General Crittenden’s headquarters having been sent 
here as an escort with his headquarters train, I collected 17 men for duty 
and reported to Brigadier-General Mitchell, commanding the post, and, 
by his command, I have placed them as couriers between Nashville and 
La Vergne. 

I have to report, besides the loss already mentioned, 15 Government 
horses, 10 mules, 2 wagons, all of the equipage, tents, &c., of the com- 
pany, 15 Colt’s revolving pistols and holsters, 11 Colt’s revolving rifles, 
14 saddles, bridles, and halters, besides all of my own private baggage 
and personal effects. 

Since occupying the present line, I have to report 1 man killed while 
bearing a dispatch. 

I am, most truly, your obedient servant, 

J. A. S. MITCHELL, 
Captain, Commanding Company. 

Col. E. H. G. Minty,- 

Commanding First Cavalry Brigade. 
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JRe^ort of Col. JBU JET, Murrayj Third Kentucky Cavalry^ including sMr- 
mishes at La Vergne^ December 26, WilMnson^s Cross-Roads^ December 
31, and on Manchester piJce, January 5. 

Headqitaetees Third Kentijoky Cavalry, 

Cam/j!) Stanley^ near Murfreesboroughj Tenn.^ January 7 , 1863. 
Sir : I bare tbe honor herewith to transmit a report of the part taken 
by my command from December 26, 1862, the day of our advance from 
NTashville, the engagement before Murfreesboroiigh, and pursuit of the 
enemy in their retreat. 

On passing our outpost before Nashville, on the Murfreesborough 
road, my command formed tbe left wing of the advance. We had pro- 
ceeded but a short distance when we encountered the enemy, and, press- 
ing them closely, soon engaged in quite a brisk skirmish. Driving them 
in a lively chase, we succeeded in capturing 5 of the enemy. Skirmish- 
ing all day long through dense cedar thickets, we found quite a force at 
La Vergne, with quite an engagement, exposed to the fire of their artil- 
lery, which resulted only in the loss of 2 horses. Changing my positioUj 
my command formed the left, joined to General Cruft^s brigade, cap- 
taring 1 other of the enemy. 

We moved from there to Stewart’s Creek the following day, forming 
still the left, and capturing 7 of the enemy. Advancingfrom thence, my 
command formed the right. Night found us on the ground afterward 
occupied by General Negley in the beginning of the general engage- 
ment. Captain Wolfley, commanding Second Battalion, opened com- 
munication with Major-General McCook during the day. 

Major Shacklett, with his battalion, on the 30th formed a line of 
couriers (in rear of line of battle) with Major-General McCook. Cap- 
tain Davis, with squadron, Companies B and D, ordered to report to 
General Stanley, at Wilkinson’s Oross-Eoads. This squadron was after- 
ward with Colonel Minty, and engaged, with his command, the enemy 
while detached from me. Fifteen men, of Company C, under Lieuten- 
ant Smock, reported to General Van Cleve. 

At 8 o’clock, December 31, 1862, Colonel Kennett, commanding divis- 
ion, gave me orders to move to Wilkinson’s Cross-Koads. Having moved 
but a short distance, and in the direction of the cross-roads, I found the 

g c^eatest confusion, caused by the right wing of the army falling back. 

oing but little farther, I found our whole train of baggage and ammu- 
nition in possession of the enemy. Captain Wolfley, with part of his 
battalion, and Captain’ Breathitt, commanding the First Battalion, with 
a squad of his command, in all about 80 men, in a moment were engaged 
charging down the train. We came upon the enemy in all directions. 
Here were engagements hand-to-hand, but dashing onward my men 
were doing in earnest the work before them. The open field gave us 
the place for charging. The enemy were marching about 250 of our men 
to their rear as prisoners. These we recaptured. We also recaptured 
a portion of the Fifth Wisconsin Battery ; also a section supposed to be* 
the First Ohio. The hospital of General Palmer’s division was still 
held by them. Bringing about 40 men to dash upon them, their whole 
command fled. At one time it seemed as if my whole command were 
taking prisoners to the rear. There being no support near, I ordered 
the prisoners to be given to the nearest infantry, in order that I might 
bring all my force against them and hold the train. Major Shacklett 
here rejoined me, and having taken position pear the hospital, oup 
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cavalry coming to the field, took position on my left. Again the enemy 
made a dash, but was again repulsed. Near two hours afterward the 
enemy moved to the right. By order of Colonel Kennett we moved in 
that direction at the trot, again to find them about to attack the train ; 
but after exchanging shots, and under fire from our artillery, again 
baffled in their design, withdrew. We took between 50 and GO pris- 
oners, killing and wounding about 25. 

In the engagement the 80 men of my command drove from the field 
Wharton’s brigade of rebel cavalry ; saved the baggage and ammunition 
of a great part of our army 5 -recaptured a portion of the Fifth Wiscon- 
sin Battery and a section of, I think, the First Ohio Battery, and, at 
least calculation, 800 of our men. From that time up to their retreat 
from Murfreesborough we held our position with the First Cavalry 
Brigade, under the direct orders of Colonel Minty, commanding. 

In the pursuit on Manchester road, moving with the brigade" about 1 
mile from Murfreesborough, Captain Cummings, with a squadron, was 
sent out and discovered the enemy just before us. As the brigade 
moved, he was in advance and engaged the enemy all along. My com- 
mand carried the right of the pike and had several engagements, ex- 
posed several times to the fire of the artillery, capturing 4 prisoners. 

The casualties during the whole engagement were 1 killed, 0 wounded, 
and 1 missing.’^ Seven horses killed and 15 wounded. 

I will make no mention of one officer above another. All did their 
duty, and led their men nobly to the action ; and the men, their actions 
on the battle-field, are beyond what I could speak of them here. Not 
one of my command ran to the rear *, all acted bravely. In all, we cap- 
tured 87 prisoners. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. MUEEAY, 
Colonel Third Kenttichy Cavalry. 


John Woolley, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.j First Cavalry Brigade. 


No. 171. 

Beyort of Lieut. Col. William E. Diclcinson^ Fourth Michigan Cavalry^ 
including shirmish at La Yergne^ January 1. 

Headqxtaetees Podkth Michioan Cavalry, 

Camp near Murfreesborough^ Tenn.^ January 8, 1803. 

SiE : In compliance with an order of Colonel Minty, commanding First 
Cavalry Brigade, I submit the following report of the troops under my 
command since my separation from the main body of my regiment at 
the cross-roads near Stewart’s Creek, on the Murfreesborough pike, 
December 31 : 

I remained there, by Colonel Minty’s order, with two pieces of ar- 
tillery and four companies of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, viz, Compa- 
nies A, D, G, andL, until the morning of January 1, when 1 was ordered 
by Colonel Burke, of the Tenth Ohio Infantry, to move with my com- 
mand in the direction of La Vergne, to engage the enemy who had at- 
tacked our baggage train. On arriving within three-fourths of a mile 
of that place, we found the enemy attacking and burning our train. I 


Nominal list omittecl. 




Chap. XSXIl.] 


THE STONERS EIVEE CAMPAiaK. 


629 


immediately ordered a part of my men to dismount and protect the two 
pieces of artillery under my command and the other to attack the enemy 
from the left. After a brisk fire of about half an hour, the enemy re- 
tired, leaving 15 killed and carrying off 15 wounded. 

I was then ordered by Colonel Innes to patrol the pike between Stew- 
art^s Creek and La Velgne, both day and night, until January 4, when, 
by General Stanley's command, I escorted Quartermaster Dudley^s train 
to Nashville and back here, where I arrived on the evening of the 7th 
instant. 


On January 2, two prisoners were brought in by our pickets, whom I 
turned over to Captain Ward, of the Tenth Ohio, commanding detach- 
ment at Stewart’s Creek. Inclosed you will find a report, made by 
Lieutenant Eldridge, who was for a few days in command of a separate 
detachment. 

Yours, 

W. H. DICKINSON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Gomdg, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 


Lieut. John Woollen, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral, 


No. 172. 

Report of Gapt. Franh W, Mix, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, of sldrmish at 
Stewarfs Greelc Bridge, Becember 27. 

Headquarters Tourth Miohioan Cavalry, 

Gamp near Murfreeshorough, Tenn,, January 8, 1863. 

Colonel : In compliance with your order, on December 27, 1862, 1 
reported to General Palmer with four companies of the Fourth Michigan 
Cavalry, Companies H, E, L, and B. 

1 was ordered to take tlae advance of a brigade of infantry and one 
battery of artillery and move oft* on the Jefferson pike, to take and hold 
the bridge over Stewart’s Creek, about 4 miles east of Murfreeshorough 
pike. I sent Company E into the woods, to the left of the road, as 
skirmishers, and Company H to the right. When about li miles out 
on the road, our advance came upon their pickets. I immediately started 
with Companies L and B after them. We were then 2J miles from the 
bridge. At every rod their number increased, so that when we came 
to the bridge we were chasing about 200 of them. Captain Pritchard, 
with Company L, had the advance, and was so close to them when we 
crossed the bridge that some of them were pushed off the side of the 
bridge and taken prisoners. 

As soon as we got possession of the bridge, I sent couriers back to 
hurry up the infantry. While we were waiting they attacked us in 
strong force, but our- boys nobly stood their ground and repulsed them. 
We heard no report from the infantry. I sent another courier back, 
and he soon came back to me saying there was about 100 of them in our 
rear, between the infantry and my command, I then attempted to draw 
part of my command (Company L) back of the bridge, but I no sooner 
started them back than they came down on us like bees, yelling as if 
they had us sure. I had Company B, under Lieutenant Carter, posted 
on each side of the road, where they had a good sight of them. Com- 
pany L came back to the bridge on double-quick, with the enemy 
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close at their iicels. I ordered them to right-about, which they did 
handsomely, not a man flinching or wavering in the least. They im- 
mediately opened a fire upon the enemy, which soon made them leave 
for the woods. 

I soon heard firing in my rear, and sent Captain Pritchard, with his 
company, back to find out the cause. As I instantly expected an at- 
tack from that quarter, I called Company B in and placed them on the 
bridge. They again attempted to drive us from the bridge, but our 
boys were too much for them, and again drove them back under cover 
of the woods. Lieutenant Leach now came in with Company H 5 he 
had run on the party in our rear, and with 20 men drove them to the 
woods, and joined my command. The artillery soon came up, and my 
trouble was over. 

The officers and men of these four companies are deserving of great 
praise. With 50 men we charged and drove for 2 J miles 200 of the First 
Alabama Cavalry, and held the bridge for one-half hour against the 
whole regiment. The prisoners we took admit that their regiment was 
all there, and another regiment in Wheeler’s brigade was 2 miles in the 
rear, on Stone’s Eiver. 

I lost 3 men taken prisoners, between the infantry and my command, 
and had 1 slightly wounded. We took from them 9 piisoners, wounded 1 
lieutenant and 3 privates, and killed 1 lieutenant and 1 iirivate. We 
also took 4 horses ; two of them the infantry took possession of. We 
remained on the ground over night, and were relieved by the Seventh 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, when I immediately rejoined my regiment, all 
right, and perfectly satisfied with my trip. 

I am, colonel, your most obedient servant, 

PEANIv W. MIX, 

Captain^ Comdg, Detachment Fourth Michigan Cavalry. 
Lieut. Col. W. H. Dickinson, 

Commanding Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 


Xo. 173. 

Seport of Lieut, Lansingh B, Mdridge^ Fourth Michigan Cavalry^ of opera- 
tions between NasliviUe and La Vergne^ January 1-3. 

January 7, 18G3. 

Sir: On the 1st day of January, instant, I was ordered by Captain 
Henion to take 20 men of Company K, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, and 
proceed toward Xashville as an advance guard of the train. At La 
Vergne the train was attacked, and the Second Tennessee Cavalry 
formed in line of battle, and I prepared to join them ; but at the dis- 
charge of the enemy’s second gun the Tennessee cavalry fled, and I, with 
my men, remained alone to protect the train. I left the pike and went 
to the right and passed around on to the juke again, and proceeded 
with the advance of the train to NTashville, while the enemy burned a 
portion of the rear of the train. 

On the 3d, I left Xashville to join my regiment, and at the asylum the 
train was attacked, and I was ordered up and proceeded at a double- 
quick, and found that fighting was going on on both sides of the road, 
and, seeing we were the weakest on the left, I formed on that side, 
where a portion of the Second Tennessee Cavalry was engaging the 
enemy, but as we entered the field they broke and fled, and I dismounted 
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my men and advanced as skirmishers, leaving our horses under cover 
of a hill. I followed the enemy nearly half a mile, and retook one of 
our wagons loaded with ammunition, and then proceeded to join my reg- 
iment, under Colonel Dickinson. 

L. B. ELDEIDGE, 

First Lieutenant, Company K. 

Adjutant Fourth Michigan Cavalry. 


1^0. 174. 

Report of Maj. John F, Wynlcoop, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, in- 
cluding sldrmishes on the Murfreeshorough road, December 26-27 ,at 

OveralVs Creeh, December 31, cmd on Mayichester pihe^ January 5. 

Headquarters Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, 

Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the morning of December 26, 
1862, 1 was ordered with my regiment to move on the Murfreeshorough 
road, in rear of the First Cavalry Brigade, the First Cavalry Brigade 
being the advance of that portion of the Army of the Cumberland. 
After proceeding on the road about 6 miles, I was ordered with my entire 
command to the front, with instructions to use one-half in the advanbe 
and upon the right as a line of skirmishers, keeping the other half as a 
support. In this order we proceeded about 3 miles, when we commenced 
engaging the enemy, they falling back gradually 1 mile to a*belt of wood, 
where they made a stubborn stand. Here there was considerable heavy 
firing, in which 3 of my men were wounded and 2 horses killed. I or- 
dered one company to charge, which was done with promptness, and 
which caused the enemy to retire, wo pressing and skirmishing with 
him until night came on. 

The 27th was occupied in skirmishing on the left. Ko casualties in 
my regiment this day. 

Sunday, December 28, but little skirmishing ] my command chiefly in 
camp. 

Monday, December 29, was ordered on the left of General Wood’s 
division ; throwing out a line of skirmishers to the left, moved with the 
line of battle. No casualties. 

Tuesday, December 30, ordered to form a line of couriers from the 
extreme left, connecting with those on the right, keeping a reserve in the 
center, one upon the right center, and one upon the left center. These 
duties were performed by the Second and Third Battalions, commanded 
by myself, the First Battalion being with Colonel Minty upon a recon- 
naissance to La Vergne ; the First Battalion commanded by Captain 
Jennings. 

Wednesday, December 31, the First Battalion absent with Colonel 
Minty ] the Second and Third continuing as vedettes and couiiers until 
9 a. m., when our right fell back, creating much consternation and dis- 
order. My vedettes and line of couriers were compelled to retire, which 
was done in good order, the men rallying upon their chiefs. 

My command being collected together, I used my utmost exertions 
to press the troops to the front, who were coming back in much con- 
fusion. Finding my endeavors almost useless, the greatest confusion 
prevailing, I dispatched a courier to General Eosecrans to know what 
position .the cavalry should be assigned to. He directed me to take my 
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command to the rear, which I accordingly did, and remained in the rear 
until about 2 p. m., when I received an order from Colonel Keuuett 
(commanding cavalry division) to bring my command upon the Mur- 
freesborough pike, where a portion of the cavalry were engaging the 
rebel cavalry. We were thrown upon the front, and were for some time 
under a heavy fire from the enemy under cover. The officers and men 
here behaved with great coolnessj and deserve much credit. 

The First Battalion, under command of Captain Jennings, returned 
from La Vergne with Creneral Stanley and Colonel Minty. Moving 
rapidly to the right and front, it took up position on the extreme right 
of our line. Dismounting, it met the advance of the rebels, and finally 
fell back. Moiinting and reforming, the First Battalion took up a new 
position on the lett of the rest of the cavalry. After a half hour’s more 
fighting, darkness brought a cessation of the fighting. 

The loss this day was 2 killed, 4 wounded, and 4 taken prisoners. 

Thursday, January I, I was onlered with my entire command upon 
the right to watch tht; movements of the enemy, who was continually 
moving upon the tiank; considerable firing between the skirmishers, 
several of my horses being killed and wounded. This day my regi- 
mental train was burned by the enemy while en route for Nashville, 
having upon it all regimental books, papers, company property, camp 
equipage, officers’ baggage, &c. 

Friday, January 2, was ])laced on the right to watch that flank. Much 
skirmishing all day. No casualties to-day. This evening went on picket 
in right and rear. 

Saturday, January 3, on picket all day. 

Sunday, January 4, relieved from picket. At 2 p. m. was ordered to 
move with the brigade to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads. 

Monday, January 5, ordered to move in rear of brigade toward Mur- 
freesborough ; passed through Miirfreesborough, 3 miles on Manchester 
road, when my command was ordered to the front. The position as- 
signed me was on the left, where we immediately commenced engaging 
the enemy, which lasted with considerable severity for about one hour, 
we driving them from the ground they occupied to a belt of wood, where 
they are under cover. I had 1 sergeant wounded severely. 

The loss in my regiment since leaving Nashville to the present time 
was as follows : Killed, 2 ; wounded, 9 ; prisoners and missing, 50. 
Total, 61. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. B. WYNKOOP, 

Major^ Commanding Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, 

Lieut. John Woolley, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 175. 

Be^orts of Col. Lewis Zahm, Third Ohio'" Cavalry^ commanding Second 
Brigade^ including sUrmishes at Franklin^ December 26-27, Wilhinsonh 
Cross-Roads^ December 29, OveraWs Creeks December 31, La Vergne^ 
January 1, Ooso^s Eill^ January 3, and on Shelbyville jpike^ January 6. 

Hdqrs. 2d Cay. Brig-., in Camp on Wilson’s Pike, 

Fear Nolensville Crossing^ December 27, 1862. 
General : In compliance with orders received, I moved from our old 
camp at Nashville yesterday morning at 8 o’clock with the First, Third, 
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and Fourth [Ohio] Cavalry Eegiments, 950 strong in all, I crossed 
over on the Franklin pike, south of General Thomas’ headquarters, as 
I afterward learned. I passed the immense trains and troops on the 
Franklin pike, beyond Brentwood. I halted my command, as I had 
not seen General Thomas yet. I supposed he was on the move with 
the troops in front. I kept inquiring along the column, and was told 
that he was in the advance. I proceeded myself on the Wilson Creek 
pike some 2 miles, almost to the head of the column, but then learning 
from General Eousseau that General Thomas was in the rear, I imme- 
diately started back some 6 miles ; there ascertaining that General 
Thomas had cut across the country on to the Nolensville pike, I thought 
further pursuit would be useless. 1 started back to join my command 
and to carry out the remainder of my instructions. I proceeded to 
Franklin; encountered the enemy’s pickets miles out; drove them in. 
Skirmishing continued until within half a mile of Franklin, when a sharp 
skirmish ensued, we driving the rebels. They then made another halt 
in town. I dismounted some six companies to act as skirmishers on 
foot ; came round on both flanks with mounted skirmishers, and their 
reserves finally charged through the river into town, where some con- 
siderable firing ensued ; drove the rebels out; drove them some 2 miles 
beyond town; the lateness of the day prevented further pursuit, for by 
this time it began to be dark. The enemy was taken by surprise; could 
not get their forces together before we were upon them; therefore made 
it rather an easy task to drive them, as they were in several directions, 
formed several lines, but as we advanced and fired they invariably fled. 
We took 10 prisoners, one of them a lieutenant of General Bragg’s escort, 
who was there on business with 16 men. We captured a private of the 
same escort. We captured that number of horses, several mules, some 
shot-guns and carbines, broke up their camps, and burned several tents 
for them. From the best information received, I made out the force to 
have been about 900, consisting of Colonel Smith’s regiment and an 
independent battalion. I shall send the prisoners to Kashville this 
morning. 

I learned that quite a force of infantry and artillery were 9 miles out 
of Franklin, on the road leading to Murfreesborough. I arrived in 
camp here at nearly 9 o’clock last evening Reported to General Eous- 
seau, in the absence of General Thomas. We learned that the enemy 
had quite a force at Triune, some 10 miles south of this.' General Rous- 
seau and myself came to the conclusion to use my brigade to-day in 
reconnoitering the front and right, until further orders could be received 
from you. I shall therefore send some 500 men toward Petersburg and 
Triune to reconnoiter ; shall likewise send a smaller force over toward 
Franklin, to ascertain whether the enemy has come back again or not. 
My force will be back in camp toward evening ; will remain here and 
picket Wilson’s Creek pike, as instructed, until your further orders are 
received. 

I forgot to mention that we killed 3 of the enemy ; could not ascertain 
the number of wounded ; must have wounded some in proportion to 
the killed. My command behaved nobly, both officers and men. 

The Third [Ohio] Cavalry had the advance, and did the principal part 
of the fighting; there was no flinch to them; they moved steadly on- 
ward, and finally made the charge through town. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS ZAHM, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade. 

General Stanley, 

Commanding Cavalry. 
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Headquarters Second Cavalry Brigade, 

Nashville, Term., January 2, 1863 — 11 o’clock. 

General : I have the honor to report that, at 0 a. ni. yesterday, I 
proceeded with the Third [Ohio] Cavalry and the Anderson Troop, as 
directed, forward to guard the ti’ains in motion on the road to Nashville. 
I took up every train in front of me which was in motion. At Stewart’s 
Creek I found the Third Division train just putting out. It detained 
me about one hour; at the same timel learned that a heavy cavalry 
force was to the left of me. I ordered the train to proceed at a brisk 
walk. We moved on until we arrived at La Vergne; the train had 
passed the flats at La Vergne, myself «aud command resting on the flat, 
when my flankers discovered the enemy to our left and engaged him. I 
immediately turned into the field, formed line of battle, and dispatched 
orderlies to the front to move the train on a trot. 

The enemy formed ; then ensued skirmishing with the skirmishers. 
The enemy formed a new line, which I counteracted ; ke])t him at bay 
ready to receive their charge; they, however, declined to charge- 
wheeled in column of fours, moved to the left of our train, and forward 
around a hill in front and to the left of the road, with the intention of 
heading oft’ the train. By this time the rear of the train was half a 
mile ahead of us. I immediately followed the train ; sent flankers at a 
rapid pace toward the front to watch and engage the enemy if approach- 
ing. The enemy did not succeed in heading the train. 

After proceeding about 3 miles fhrther, discovered the enemy charg- 
ing up the pike on our rear. I met them and repulsed them. They 
charged again. I repulsed them again, charged them back for 3 miles, 
scattered them, killed 9, wounded 11, and took 3 prisoners. 1 had a 
few men slightly wounded. After this they troubled my train no more. 
Not a wagon fell into their hands ahead of the escort. Some lour or 
Ave wagons broke down, which we left and destroyed. The enemy’s 
forces were Wheeler’s brigade, with two pieces of artillery, which they 
played upon us pretty lively. A short time before wo ■were attacked "a 
large number of the Second Tennessee came running by my column, 
running away from the front, stating that our forces were in full retreat. 
I placed a company in the road, halted every one of them, but at the 
breaking out of .the skirmish they ran again like sheep. I am sorry to 
say that the Anderson Troop, with very few exceptions, as the enemy 
charged us in the rear, scampered off in most every direction ; did not 
stand up to the work at all ; the contrary, caused, together with the 
negroes, Second Tennessee all running, somewhat of a stampede among 
the wagons, which caused the few break-downs above mentioned. 

I arrived here at 9 p. m. Pound no forage lor horses. Sent out a 
train after forage this morning, so it will bo 5 o’clock this p. m. before 
our horses will get a mouthful to eat. Since 3 o’clock yesterday morn- 
ing they have labored very hard, and eonsequently are not At for any 
service to day. Both horses and men are very much used up. 

I am awaiting further orders, I have ordered the Anderson Troop 
to report to me early this morning, but they have not done so up to this 
time. They are very much demoralized. In any work for me to do, I 
ask jmu to please not to count them as being any help to mo. I would 
sooner do without them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS ZAHM, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade. 

General Stanley, 

Commanding Cavalry. 
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Headquarters Second Cavalry Brigade, 

In Gamp near Murfreesborough, Tenn.^ January 6, 1863. 

Lieutenant : I herewith have the hohor to report the part taken and 
the work i)erformed by my brigade since our departure from iNTashville 
until the close of the battle before Murfreesborough. 

I left Nashville on the morning of the 26th ultimo, with three regi- 
ments of my brigade, viz, the First, Third, and Fourth Ohio Cavalry, 
the Fifth Kentucky remaining at Nashville. My force numbered 950 
men. We marched out on the Franklin pike, the Third Ohio having the 
advance. When within 2 miles of Franklin, drove in the rebel pickets, 
skirmished all the way down to Franklin, drove the enemy out, and 
pursued him some 2 miles. From the best information received, the 
enemy were 900 strong (all cavalry), part of Wharton’s brigade. We 
killed 4, wounded several, and took 10 prisoners, among them a lieuten- 
ant of General Bragg’s escort, several horses and mules, and destroyed 
their camps, Avith some tents st anding thereon. We retired from Frank- 
lin, moved over to the Wilson Creek pike, and picketed said pike. 

On the 27tl}, sent the First Ohio and most of the Fourth Ohio, under 
command of Colonel Milliken, on the Wilson Creek pike, toward Triune, 
to reconnoiter. They proceeded within 2 miles of Triune, captured 6 
of the rebel pickets, when the enemy opened on them with shells ,• threw 
some 50 without damaging us any ; then my force retired to camp. I 
likewise had sent a .battalion of the Third to Franklin to reconnoiter, 
Avhich drove in the rebel pickets, who had returned in force after my com- 
mand had left the evening previous. Quite a skirmish ensued, in which 
3 of the rebels were killed and several wounded. Alter skirmishing 
some two hours, and the enemy being too strong to drive, the battalion 
returned to camp in good order without any loss. 

On the 28th, moved with the command to Triune without anything 
occurring wortli mentioning. 

On the 29th, proceeded toward Murfreesborough, moving between the 
Franklin road and the road called Bole Jack road, which General Mc- 
Cook’s corps moved on. I divided my brigade into three columns, 
marching parallel with one another and with the main force, the right 
(the Fourth Ohio) moving on the Franklin road, the Third in center, 
and the First on the left, the columns being from 1 to miles apart, 
throwing out skirmishers, connecting one column with the other, and 
connecting on the left with the main column. We thus proceeded for 
5 miles, when the center column encountered the enemy’s pickets, which 
they drove in, the different columns steadily advancing. 

Shortly after, both the right and the left encountered pickets, driving 
them in before them. After proceeding about 1 mile farther, we came 
upon the enemy’s cavalry (Wharton’s brigade), engaged them for three 
hours, some time the right wing, then the left, then the center, receiving 
several charges, which were repulsed, driving the enemy some 2 miles, 
when the brigade concentrated, repelling a heavy charge from the 
enemy, driving him back under his guns, which were only a short dis- 
tance from us. We then retired some 2 miles and went into camp. 

Some few casualties occurred this day. The ofdcers and men behaved 
admirably during the whole day. The Fourth had proceeded until ^e 
enemy threw shells into them pretty rapidly, when they retired. We 
were 'within 4 miles of Murfreesborough. 

On the morning of the 30th was ordered to proceed on the Franklin 
road toward Murfreesborough, to push the enemy hard. We had en- 
camped that night near the brick church, on the road leajiing from Gen- 
eral McCook’s headquarters to the Franklin road. I proceeded that 
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morning 'with my command and the Second East Tennessee, which re- 
ported to me that morning, via that road to the Franklin road, at which 
crossing we encountered the enemy’s pickets and drove them in. Sent 
a party of the Fourth to reconnoiter on the road leading south to Salem, 
where they soon came upon a stronger force, and a brisk skirmish en- 
sued. I increased the number of skirmishers, especially to the left, 
skirmished with the enemy for an hour or more, when a courier arrived, 
saying that the enemy was approaching with a heavy cavalry force and 
some artillery. 

In the mean time I had ascertained, likewise, that a heavy force of 
the enemy was encamped some little distance south of the Franklin 
road, and east of where my column halted. I did not think it prudent 
to advance, and, owing to the bad grounds (being all timber) where my 
force halted, I retired to my camping-ground, near which were large 
open fields, well adapted for cavalry movements. I soon formed a line 
of battle. The enemy made his appearance. Skirmishers engaged him 
pretty briskly. The enemy maneuvered with the design to outflank us, 
but did not succeed. I forestalled him every time. With the excep- 
tion of severe skirmishing, nothing transpired. The enemy retired, 
when I concluded to join the main body of our army. 

After marching about a mile, met General Stanley, with a brigade of 
infantry and a battery of artillery, to re-enforce me. The general marched 
the whole command toward the enemy’s camp. On reaching its vicinity 
the enemy drew up in line of battle. Skirmishing ensued. Remained 
there about half an hour, when the general withdrew, with the remark 
that we were not ready yet to fight the whole of Hardee’s army corps. 
That night we encamped miles from the enemy’s camp, and laid on 
our arms all night. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 31st, I had my command drawm 
up in line of battle in the rear of my camp ; sent out two squadrons to 
the front and to the right to reconnoiter. Had been in the line about 
half an hour, when I heard heavy firing — cannon and musketry — to my 
left and a little to the front. Soon after I beheld our infantrj^* scattered 
all over the fields, running toward my line, when I learned that General 
Johnson’s division was repulsed. At about the same time my skirmish- 
ers engaged the enemy, when they were driven in, reporting that the 
enemy were approaching in heavy force. Sure enough, I soon discov- 
ered heavy lines of infantry coming toward my front and on the left, 
where General Johnson’s division had been posted 5 also to my right 
the enemy’s cavalry were coming round in long columns, with the evi- 
dent design to outflank us. 

I concluded to retire slowly toward the main body of our army, the 
enemy pressing hard on me ; kept him at bay with my skirmishers. I 
retired in this wise for a mile, when I formed a line of battle with the 
First and Third, when the enemy charged on them with their cavalry, 
but were repulsed by my men. About this time the enemy began to 
throw shells into my lines pretty lively. The first shell that landed 
mortally wounded Major Moore, of the First Ohio. I now fell back, 
formed a new line, received the enemy’s charge, repulsed them, and 
made many^ of the rebels bite the dust. Shells coming pretty thick 
again, I retired farther, when I made another stand, supported by Wil- 
lich’s re^ment of infantry ; received the enemy’s charge, and repulsed 
him again. I then withdrew my whole command througlx a large strip 
of wood to another open lot-— shells of the enemy helping us along — 
passing by a line of rebel infantry, marching parallel with my column, 
not over 200 yards from us, so that we were nearly surrounded, as the 
enemy’s cavalry were working round our right all the time, and the 
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infantry and artillery following us closely in our rear and to our left. 
They had cavalry enough to spare to strike, or to take position, when, 
ever required. 

When we arrived on the open ground, General McCook’s aide told me 
the whole of General McCook’s ammunition train was close by, on a 
dirt road running by that point, and that I must try to save it. I soon 
formed my command in line, when the enemy made his appearance in 
a position occupying two-thirds of a circle. They prepared to charge 
upon us ; likewise commenced throwing shells, at which the Second East 
Tennessee broke and ran like sheep. The Fourth, after receiving sev- 
eral shells, which killed some of their men and horses, likewise retired 
from their line, as it became untenable. The First had been ordered to 
proceed liirther on into another lot, to form and to receive a charge 
from another lino of the enemy’s cavalry. The Third moved to the left, 
in the vicinity of a white house. About the time the First was formed, 
the enemy charged upon the Fourth, which, being on the retreat, owing 
to the shells coming pretty freely, moved off at a pretty lively gait. The 
Third moved farther to the left, and, somewhat sheltered by the house 
and barns, the First charged upon the enemy j did not succeed in driv- 
ing them back. 

On returning from said charge the gallant Colonel Milliken* and a 
lieutenant were killed, and another lieutenant severely wounded. 

At this juncture the First and Fourth retired pretty fast, the enemy 
in close pursuit after them, the Second East Tennessee having the lead 
of them all. ISIatters looked pretty blue now ; the ammunition train 
was supposed to be gone up, when the Third charged upon the enemy, 
driving liim back, capturing several prisoners, and recapturing a good 
many of our men, and saved the train. I was with the three regiments 
that skedaddled, and among the last to leave the field. Tried hard to 
rally them, but the panic was so great that I could not do it. I could 
not get the command together again until I arrived at the north side of 
the creek ; then I found that only about one-third of the First and 
Fourth llegiuients were there, and nearly all of the Second East Ten- 
nessee. These I marched back across the creek, when, joined by the 
Third, wo had several skirmishes with the enemy’s cavalry all day long j 
received several charges, and repulsed them. 

All the officers and men behaved well through all the fighting up to 
the stamiiede, which was not very creditable. All of them that I 
brought back into action again behaved well during the rest of the day. 
I must say the Third deserves great credit for this day’s fighting— for 
the coolness and bravery of its officers and men, and for its determina- 
tion to save the train, which they accomplished. I do not wish to take 
any credit away from the other regiments, as they all fought nobly and 
did first-rate, with the exception of the stampede. 

On January 1, after being in line of battle since 3 a. m., I was ordered 
to take the Third Ohio and the Anderson Troop, proceed to Nashville, 
and escort the araiy wagon train through to Nashville. I left about 9 
o’clock. A little below La Vergne was attacked by General Wheeler’s 
cavalry brigade ; repulsed him twice ; killed 9, wounded several, and 
took 2 prisoners ; saved all the train but two or three wagons, which broke 
down in the excitement; saved several cannon belonging to a Wiscon- 
sin battery going along with the train, which were abandoned by the 
drivers, horses still hitched to the cannon. Some of my men mounted 
the horses and took the cannon into Nashville. The enemy threw shells 
at us, but did not succeed in hurting any o f the men. The Anderson 

* See also Wliartou^s report, No. 305, p. 966^, 
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Troop, I am. sorry to say, were of very little benefit to me, as the ma- 
jority of them ran as soon as we were attacked. Arrived at Nashville 
at 9 p. m. ; found no forage for my horses. 

Next day, January 2, had to send out a foraging party. They re- 
turned at 6 p. m., when my horses were fed for the first time since leav- 
ing the front, the day previous at 3 a. m. 

At 1 o’clock on the 3d was ordered to leave at 3 o’clock, to escort a hos- 
pital store train and an ammunition train through to the front. When 2 
miles out, had to wait for Colonel McCook to come up with two and a 
half regiments of infantry and some 150 of the Third Tennessee Cav- 
alry. Two companies of the Fourth Ohio, under command of Lieutenant 
White, were with mo likewise. It was 11 o’clock before we got started. 
All of this force combined formed the escort of the train . W e proceeded 
about 8 miles, when we were attacked by Wheeler’s brigade. We re- 
pulsed them, taking 12 prisoners, among them 2 lieutenants; killed 15, 
and wounded many. They did but little damage to the train, which was 
done through the cowardice of the teamsters. I had 1 man killed and 
1 wounded. The enemy tried to attack us the second time, but retired 
before our forces met. We brought the train through safely, and arrived 
with it at 1 o’clock the next morning. During my three days’ absence 
the First and Fourth were busily employed reconnoitering, doing picket 
duty, and skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry. 

On the 4th, marched my command to the front, near Murfreesborough, 
to reconnoiter, the enemy having withdrawn their forces. 

On the 5th, marched to the front, some miles beyond Murfreesbor- 
ough, on the Shelbyville road, on. a reconnaissance, capturing quite a 
numberof rebel stragglers ; pushed a squadron of theFourth some 3 miles 
farther, to a point where they could overlook the pike for 5 miles ahead, 
when they discovered that the enemy had entirely disappeared. The 
skirmishers of the Fourth had some skirmishing Avitb some of the rebel 
cavalry. By 7 o’clock was back to camp again. You will observe that 
my command had fought nearly every day from the time we left Nash- 
ville up to this time. They worked very hard, and deserve a great deal 
of credit for what they have done, as both ofiScers and men fought bravely. 

Herewith find list of casualties, which are not largo, considering the 
number of engagements we were in. 

All respectfully submitted. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS ZAHM, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 

Lieut. M. B. Chamberlin, 

Aefg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Isi Gav. Div., Army of the Cumberland. 


Betiirn of casualties in tie Second Cavalry Brigade {Zalm^a). Beoemlcr 26, ISGU-^January 6, 

1863 {Stone's River), 


ComiQaHd. 

KiUed. 

bounded. 

Missing. 

Bemarlcs. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

2 

(D 

O 

m 

o 

Enlisted men. 

1st Ohio Cavalry 

3 

2 

1 

10 

1 

34 


3d Ohio Cavalry 


(1 ' 


15 


10 


4tli Ohio Cavalry 




18 


16 

3 or’ *'■"“«! r c -i prisoners, 
i:- « :i -'i .(1 x^risoners. 

Total 

3 

15 

1 

43 

1 

40 
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THE stone’s river CAMPAIGN. 

No. 176. 

B^ort of Maj, James Laugliliuj First Ohio Cavalry^ of oj^eii'ations Jan- 
uary 1-5. 

Camp First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 

Fear Murfreeshorougli^ Tenn*^ January 6, 1863. 

Sir : I liavo the honor to siihmit the following report of the First 
Ohio Volunteer Cavalry: 

On the morning of January 1, 1 was ordered to take command of the 
regiment, and was immediately ordered in the rear of Stewart’s Creek 
and on the right, on picket or outpost duty. In the evening I was 
ordered back in front of Stewart’s Creek and on the right, to stand on 
picket for the night. 

On the morning of the 2d, I was ordered to advance my regiment for- 
ward on the right, which I did, and found the enemy in my front, and 
skirmished with them until dark. I was then ordered into camp for the 
night. 

The morning of the 3d, I was ordered to march my regiment to the 
rear of Stewart’s Creek, w'hich I did. In the evening I was ordered to 
join my command with the Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry and make a 
reconnaissance on our left, which was done, and we returned to camp the 
same night. 

Eemained in camp on the 4th until evening; was ordered to the front, 
and left to guard the railroad bridge for the night. 

On the morning of the 5th went on scout beyond Murfreesborough, 
on the Shelbyvillc pike, and returned, no casualties having happened 
during the time included. 

Your most obedient, 

JAMES LAUG-HLIN, 

Major^ Commanding First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 

Col. L. Zahm, 

Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade, 


No. 177. 

Report of Capf, Valentine Cttpp^ First Ohio Cavalry^ including slcirmishes 
at Frayildin,, Deeember 26, WilUnsonh Cross-Roads^ December 29, a^id 
Overalls CrecJcy December 31 . 

Ueadquarters First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 

January 6, 1863. 

December 26, left Nashville for Franklin ; arrived at Franklin at 3 
p. m. ; found the enemy occupying the town ; drove them from it and 
proceeded to Wilson’s Creek pike, and encamped for the night. 

December 27, left camp at 8 o’clock ; proceeded toward Triune ; struck 
the enemy’s pickets within 5 miles of Triune ; drove in their pickets, 
captured 6, and returned to the camp occupied the previous night. 
December 28, left camp at 8 o’clock for Triune, where we encamped. 
December 29, left camp at 9 o’clock on a reconnaissance toward Mur- 
freesborough. Struck the enemy’s scouts when within 1 mile of Stew- 
art’s Creek, when active skirmishing commenced and continued nntu 
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sundown, having driven the enemy’s cavalry at least 3^ miles. ^ One 
man missing while crossing Stewart’s Creek. At sundown we retired 
back across Stewart’s Creek and encamped. 

December 30, skirmished with the enemy all day on the right of Gen- 
eralJohnson’s division, driving the enemy’s cavalry wherever they made 
their appearance, and retired and encamped in the camp occupied by 
us the night before. 

December 31, at 7 a. m., I was ordered by you to take two companies 
and make a thorough reconnaissance up the creek in the woods on our 
right. After throwing out skirmishers into the woods, I received orders 
from you to withdraw my command as soon as possible, for the enemy 
were advancing in force on my left. I immediately withdrew at full 
speed, and passed the enemy’s left (infantry) within 150 yards under 
heavy fire, slightly wounding only 1 man and 2 horses. After passing 
their flank half a mile, I discovered your brigade formed in line of battle 
in the corn-field on the opposite side of the creek. Being unable to 
join my regiment at this point, I proceeded down the creek half a mile 
and crossed, joining the brigade on the right (my regiment was on the 
left), retiring slowly in column of fours. After retiring half a mile, we 
were again formed in line of battle, and remained until we were under 
a heavy fire from the enemy’s artillery, when we were compelled to 
retire. Here the brave and heroic Maj. D. A. B. Moore fell, mortally 
wounded. We then retired across a corn-field, the enemy in full and 
fast pursuit, with at least three times our number, when we again 
formed, receiving three heavy charges from the enemy’s cavalry, but 
repulsed them every time with a fire from our carbines. Their artillery 
was still open on us. Wc’then retired through the woods toward the 
Nashville pike, when we formed in a corn-field. The enemy (cavalry 
and infantry) immediately appearing, our noble commander, Ool. Minor 
Milliken, ordered our regiment, five companies, to charge them. Being 
unable to hold his position after the charge, he ordered the regiment to 
retire, when he received the fatal shot that killed him instantly. About 
this time Second Lieutenant Oondit was killed, and our adjutant. First 
Lieut. William Scott, fell seriously wounded. The companies then re- 
tired to the pike and crossed Stewart’s Creek on the pike. I found 
myself in command, and repulsed the enemy, who had pursued to the 
creek and taken possession of our wagon train, killing 2 and wounding 
4. At this time the brigade came across the creek and organized. 

January 1, at 9 a. m., Major Laughlin reported for duty and took com- 
mand of the regiment. 

KECAPITULATION OP CASUALTIES, 


Commissioned of&cers killed 3 

Privates killed 2 

Commissioned officers wounded 1 

Privates wounded 10 

Commissioned officers missing (surgeon) 1 * 

Privates missing 14 

Total 31 


Eespectfully submitted. 

VALENTINE CUPP, 

Ca^taiTij Commanding First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 

Col. L. Zahm, 

Gomdg. Second Cav* Brig.,, First Biv.^ X4ith Army Cor^s., 
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B^ort of Lieut. Col. Louglas A. Murray, Third Ohio Cavalry, including 
sJcirmishes at BranJclin, December 26-27, and OveralVs Creeh, Deeem- 
berSl. 

HEADQtTARTERS THIED OHIO GAVALEY, 

In Camp near Murfreesboroughj Tenn.^ January 6, 1863. 

Colonel : In compliance with instructions received from your head- 
quarters, I have the honor to report, for your information, the part taken 
by the Third Ohio Cavalry in the several engagements in which the regi- 
ment was engaged since leaving N'ashville, Tenn., on December 26 last, 
on which day we proceeded to Franklin, driving the enemy therefrom 
and taking possession of the town ; took some 10 prisoners. Kemaining 
in town some time, we recrossed the river, and marched across the 
country to Wilson Creek pike, about 14 miles from FTashville, and 
encamped, arriving in camp at about 10 p. m. 

On the 27th, the Third Battalion of the regiment moved toward Frank- 
lin, and found that the enemy had in strong force again taken posses- 
sion of the town ; the battalion drove in their pickets under a heavy fire, 
killing 3 of them. Seeing that the enemy were in such force, the com- 
mander deemed it prudent to retire, and rejoined the regiment, which 
picketed the roads, &c., in the vicinity of its camp. 

On the 28th ultimo, proceeded to Triune and encamped, leaving early 
next morning across the country toward Mnrfreesborough, proceeding 
about 5 miles in that direction, when attacked by the enemy’s pickets 
in force, which we drove, skirmishing, they frequently making a stand, 
which we each time broke, and still drove" them about 5 miles. 

The 30th ultimo, ordered to proceed to Stone’s Eiver; proceeded but 
a short distance when attacked by the enemy’s pickets j the enemy were 
in force in our front with artillery. We therefore retired, forming on the 
high ground in our rear to receive them, their pickets, or patrol, ad- 
vancing, which we repulsed. In the evening our brigade was re-enforced 
by one battery of artillery and three regiments of infantry, and pro- 
ceeded in reconnaissance to the left of the enemy’s lines, where we 
found General Hardee’s corps d’armSe ready, in line of battle/ to receive 
us. We retired, and encamped in the woods, about 2 miles in front of 
the enemy’s lines. 

On the morning of the 31st we formed j shortly after the enemy ap- 
peared in large force, both on our left, center, and right, evidently en- 
deavoring to cut us off. The brigade of infantry to our left gave way, 
retreating in confusion through our lines, letting the whole force of the 
enemy’s artillery, cavalry, and infantry fall upon us, which compelled 
us gradually to retire toward the main body of our army. The regi- 
ment covering the entire rear of the brigade, supporting one infantry 
regiment on our right, drove back, with heavy loss, a large force of 
cavalry which charged upon us, under cover of a piece of artillery, jdring 
well-directed shells, which passed over us. The enemy being in such 
force, we had to retire about three-fourths of a mile, when an aide-de- 
camp of General McCook rode up, informing us that the train close by 
was General McCook’s entire ammunition train, which must be saved at 
all hazards 5 on intimation of which the regiment was immediately 
formed for its protection, holding the enemy in check until the entirb 
train, with the exception of a few disabled wagons that could not be 
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moved, was safely withdrawn. The regiment then moved between the 
enemy and train as far as the Murfreesborough pike, where we found 
the enemy making a fierce attack upon General Thomas’ train, when we 
again repulsed them at several points, taking many prisoners and saving 
that entire portion of the train. The attack of the enemy was furious 
and desperate, which required the greatest firmness and bravery to re- 
sist. Colonel Kennett was an eye-witness to the determined bravery of 
a portion of the regiment rescuing the train from the enemy, which were 
in force at the hospital on the Murfreesborough pike. The regiment 
then formed in the field near the hospital, where the brigade soon as- 
sembled and reformed, and advanced toward the enemy’s left. Soon 
came up to the enemy’s cavalry, supported by artillery, when several 
other skirmishes ensued during the evening, the enemy’s entire object 
seeming to be to take the train. 

On the 1st instant, received orders to proceed to Kashville in charge 
of train, consisting of some 200 or 300 wagons. When about 2 miles on 
the Nashville side of La Vergne, we were attacked by General Wheeler’s 
brigade of cavalry, which made several dashes on the train, and were 
repidsed. They then attacked our rear in force. After a well-contested 
fight, our regiment put them to flight in disorder, killing 9 of them and 
wounding several, and arrived in Nashville at 9 p. m. and encamped. 

The 2d instant, remained in Nashville and procured forage for our 
horses, furnishing working party and escort to forage train. 

The 3d instant, left Nashville for Murfreesborough in charge of hos- 
pital and ammunition trains. Attacked again in force by Wheeler’s 
brigade of cavalry on the Nashville side of La Vergne, which was re- 
pulsed with a loss of 15 on their side and some 8 or 9 prisoners taken; 
among the latter the adjutant of the Third Alabama Cavalry. Two of 
our non-commissioned officers, I regret to inform you, were severely and 
dangerously wounded, whom we had to leave in a house on the road- 
side. 

Arrived at camp, near Murfreesborough, at 1 a, m., 4th instant, with 
the train all safe, with the exception of one wagon of the regiment that 
was cut off by the enemy, and is now supposed to have returned to 
Nashville. 

On the evening of the 4th, proceeded with brigade toward Murfrees- 
borough as far as Stone’s Kiver, and returned to camp. 

On the 5th instant, proceeded again with brigade to Murfreesborough, 
and beyond it about 4J miles, where we halted, taking several prisoners^ 
and returning to camp about 7 p. m. 

I have much pleasure in informing you that the conduct and behavior 
of both officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the regiment 
have been highly creditable, with not a single instance to the contrary 
in the regiment. 

Inclosed please find list of casualties that have occurred since Decem- 
ber 26, 1862, to January 6, 1863.* 

I have the honbr to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. A. MUBRAY, 

Lieutenmt-Golonel Third Ohio Omalry, Comdg. Regiment. 

Col, L. Zahm, 

Comdg. Third Cavalry Brigade, First Cavalry Division. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 214. 
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m. 179. 

Report of Maj, James W. Par amor Third Ohio Cavalry^ including skir- 
mishes at OveralVs Creek j December 31, and at La Vergne, January 1. 

Headquarters Third Ohio Cavalry, 

January 8, 1863. 

Sir : There are a few incidents in the recent series of battles in which 
we were engaged which, not having fallen immediately under your ob- 
servation or of the regimental commander, have escaped notice^ and 
being under my immediate command, injustice to the brave officers and 
men engaged, I deem it my duty to make this special report. 

In the severe fighting of Wednesday, the 31st ultimo, which fell so 
heavily upon your brigade, you will recollect, when we had been forced 
back as far as General McCook’s ammunition train, and were drawn up 
ill front of it for its protection, the furious charge of the enemy’s cavalry, 
preceded by a shower of shells, caused a pretty general stampede of our 
cavalry, led ofi* by the Second Tennessee on our right, and followed by 
the Fourth and First Ohio, and the First Battalion of the Third Ohio 
Cavalry. At that juncture an aide of General McCook came up to me, 
and informed me that that was their entire ammunition train, and must 
be held at all hazards.” I gave orders accordingly to the left wing of 
the Third Ohio Cavalry, under my command, and I am happy to report 
that they held their position and did not break their lines nor join in 
that stampede, but received the galling fire of the enemy with the firm- 
ness of heroes, and maintained their ground till all the Vagons, except 
a few that were disabled or deserted by the teamsters, had safely reached 
the lines of our infantry. 

The enemy, seeing our determination and bold resistance, turned and 
left us, and pursued the broken columns of our cavalry that had fled. 
We then wheeled, and charged upon their rear with terrible effect (scat- 
tering their columns in worse confusion, if possible, than they had just 
routed the balance of our brigade), killing a number of men and horses 
and taking some 10 or 12 prisoners, and releasing a large number of our 
brigade that they had captured. We pursued them over to the Mur- 
freesborough pike, Captain McClelland, commanding Squadrons E and 
F, taking the right of the pike, and the balance of the command, with 
myself, taking the left. 

When within a short distance of the hospital we again encountered 
a large force of the enemy coming back to take possession of the train. 
We at once engaged them, although at least double our numbers, and 
after a severe struggle put them to flight, with a loss of several killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. The bravery and daring of Captains Wood and 
Colver, and their respective commands on this occasion, challenged my 
admiration . I also learned that Captain McClelland, with his squadron, 
engaged the enemy farther up the pike, beyond the hospital, with Colo- 
nel Kennett and a portion of the Third Kentucky Cavalry, and, after a 
fierce contest, repulsed them. We then quietly formed in line and 
awaited the reassembling of the brigade. Then be it spoken to their 
praise, that the Second and Third Battalions of the Third Ohio Cavalry 
did not run nor break their lines during that day’s severe fighting. 

This result is greatly attributable to the coolness and bravery of Cap- 
tains McClelland, Wood, and Colver, and their lieutenants. It was al^o 
this portion of the regiment that repulsed the attack of the enemy on 
the rear of our train the next day near La Vergne as we were proceed- 
ing to Nashville, and brought safely into Nashville two pieces of cannon, 
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three caissons full of ammunition, and a wagon loaded with new car- 
bines and ammunition, which had been abandoned by their cowardly 
teamsters. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J .W. PAEAMOEE, 

Major, Commanding Left Whig, Third Ohio Cavalry. 

Ool. L. Zahm, 

Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade. 


Eo. 180. 

Ke^ort of Maj. John L. Pugh, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, including skirmishes 
at Franklin, Beeember 26, Wilkinson's Cross-Roads, December 29, and 
Overall’s Creek, December 31. 

In Camp, January 6, 1863. 

Colonel : We left camp, near Eashville, December 26, with the Sec- 
ond Brigade of Cavalry, and marched to Franklin, and assisted in driv- 
ing out a force of rebel cavalry. Next day remained in camp, and on 
the 28th ultimo marched for Triune. 

On the 29th, was ordered by you to march on the dirt road leading to 
Murfreesborough, and to throw out a line of sldrmishei's to the front 
and flank, connecting with skirmishers of the Third Ohio, on our left. 
We had proceeded but 5 or 6 miles until we came onto the enemy’s ad- 
vanced picket, driving them in, and occasionally had slight skirmishes 
with squads of the enemy’s cavalry, who were evidently sent out for the 
purpose of ascertaining our number. When within 3 or 4 miles of Mur- 
freesborough came on a battery of two pieces of artillery and a support 
of infantry or dismounted men, posted in a wood, which opened a fire 
of grape on our advance. In reconnoitering their position we found a 
body of cavalry was passing on our flank, and soon discovered they were 
on our rear and flank. I faced the column about and ordered Captain 
Johnson to attack a body of cavalry, posted in the road, which he did, 
driving them into the woods. Then we attacked their wh ole force posted 
at the edge of the wood, when a sharp skirmish ensued, resulting in a loss 
on our part of 2 killed, 7 wounded {one mortally and has since died), and 
9 prisopers. We captured 7 prisoners from the enemy. The loss was 
principally sustained by Companies K and M, Lieutenants White and 
Megrue commanding, who behaved themselves admirably, as did all the 
officers. 

' On the day following we were, together with the First and Third Ohio, 
engaged during the day reconnoitering and skirmishing with the enemy. 

On the 31st were, by ^our orders, formed in the field on Creek. 

Had been in our position but a short time when the enem.y were dis- 
covered advancing, with infantry, cavalry, and artillery, in line of bat- 
tle, capturing two batteries of our artillery and engaging our infantry, 
who were soon driven back. Our position now became untenable, and we 
fell back to another position, and had but just got my line formed when 
we discovered the enemy’s cavalry were outflanking us. We then took 
a position in the woods adjoining, and charged the enemy’s cavalry with 
Company A, Lieutenant Hamilton ; Company B, Captain Teetor ; Com- 
pany C, Captain Mathews, and Company E, Captain Gotwald, who suc- 
ceeded in checking their advance and driving them back a short distance. 
They were re-enforced, and in turn drove our men from the fleld. 

. At this point an aide from General McCook rode up and asked me to 
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form my command so as to protect the train, which I did ; but soon was 
driven away from it by shells from the enemy’s guns and by his cavalry. 
The panic now became so general that our regiment in leaving the field 
got scattered, but the majority of it were in skirmishes of the afternoon. 
On the days of January 1, 2, and 3, was in line of battle all day. 

On the 31st, while in line near the train, and on leaving the field, we 
lost in killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners some 35 or 36 men ; also 

3 horses killed and 5 wounded. The enemy had also captured some 20 
more, who were afterward released by our own men, having been pre- 
viously disarmed and dismounted. 

On the 6th, crossed Stone’s Mver and proceeded to a distance of 3 or 

4 miles south of Murfreesborough. Lost 2 men prisoners, being cap- 
tured by rebel pickets. 

Annexed please find a list of killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners.* 
Killed, 7 ; wounded, 18 ; missing, 16; prisoners, 15; total, 56. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. PUGH, 

Major, Commanding Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 
Col. L. Zahm, • 

Commanding Second Brigade. 


. Ko. 181. 

Report of Copt. Henry B. leetor, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, of operations 

December 31. 

In Camp neae Mttepeeesboeotjgh, Tbnn., 

January 12, 1863. 

SiE : In the action of Wednesday, December 31, 1862, 1 take pleasure 
in calling your especial attention to a brilliant little achievement ac- 
complished by a portion of your command while temporarily and un- 
avoidably detached from your immediate supervision. 

While there was apparently a general consternation among other cav- 
alry regiments, you ordered the right of your command to rest at a point 
commanding a road ; and while superintending the alignment, which 
was very difficult at that time, owing to said confusion, a portion of 
Tennessee cavalry came pursued hotly up the road upon which your 
right was resting. A regiment of Texas E'angers were in fall pursuit, 
and were endeavoring also to take two pieces of artillery, one ambu- 
lance, and six wagons, which were following the fleeing Tennessee cav- 
alry. It was an emergency, and demanded coolness, bravery, and ex- 
pedition to save the property, as vtell as change the wavering fortunes 
of that day. In fact, it was so immensely critical as, for the time being, 
at least, to waive the precedence of rank or military etiquette of waiting 
for orders, and seize upon the golden chance of saving the honor of the 
regiment and, measurably, the fortunes of the day. 

Oapt, Peter Mathews, being in command of the First Squadron, con- 
sisting of Companies A, B, and 0, seeing the exigency, and, at the same 
time, being aware of your attention being preoccupied with the speedy 
alignment of the left of the regiment, took the authority, ostensibly 
warranted by the emergency, and ordered his squadron to charge down 
the road and drive back the enemy, and save the property imperiled. 
1 had the honor to be in the charge, and can testify with pride that I 
saw the enemy severely repulsed, driven back, the two pieces of cannon 
saved, and the ambulance and the six Government wagons. 


Nominal list omitted. 
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In. that charge I had 1 man killed, 1 wounded, and 1 taken prisoner, 
and the other two companies suffered proportionately. 

I trust to be pardoned for the vanity I display in calling your partic- 
ular attention to- this glorious little episode of that day. I know well 
the pride yon take in anything done meritorious by your command, and 
this, in addition to the reflection that there seems to be a design some- 
where to detract from the old Fourth’s glory, induces me to make men- 
tion thus. I, moreover, say that “ honor to whom honor is due ” should 
apply in the case in which we are all so jpuch interested ; and if the old 
Fourth did anything creditable, it is my duty and your duty, and every 
man’s duty, to see that she meets not with detraction. In your report 
of the conduct of the regiment, I deem this may justly take a conspic- 
uous part. I was in aU the fight, and I can proudly testify as to the 
conduct of our regiment, whatever else others may say to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

H. B. TEBTOE, 

Captain, Gomdg. Company B, Fotirth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 

Lieut. Col. J.'L. Pdoh, 

Commanding Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 


No. 182. 

B^ort of Mag. Robert Klein, Third In&iana Cavalry (unattached), inelud- 
ing skirmishes at Triune, December 27, amd near Overall's Creek, De- 
eember 31. 

Hdqes. Thied Battalion, Third Indiana Oataley, 

Fear Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 1863. 
Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by this battalion in the field since leaving the camp near Nashville, on 
the 26th ultimo, up to the 3d instant : 

The four companies under my command left camp on the 26th, as 
ordered, and, bringing up the rear of the Second Division, encamped 
beyond Nolensville. 

On the following morning, 27th, having orders, reported to General 
Stanley, chief of cavalry, who, remarking he “had understood the Third 
knew how to take these rebels,” ordered me to move forward and take 
the advance of the column of cavalry then moving toward Triune. 1 
succeeded in gaining the advance at .about the point where the enemy’s 
outposts were expected to be. I then threw out portions of Oomi>an.y 
H,. Lieutenant Young commanding, on either side of the pike, and, put- 
ting out an advance guard, moved smartly down the pike. Our advance 
soon encountered the enemy in considerable force drawn up in lino of 
battle. The column now moved on to them at a gallop, receiving the 
whole of their fire into one company (Company G, Captain Herriott), the 
skirmishers on the flanks not being able to come up for some time, on 
account of the soft nature of the ground and the fences intervening. 
Company G held their ground until Company I, Captain Vanosdal, on 
the right, and Company K, Lieutenant Lieske, on the left, advanced 
gallantly to the rescue, and, despite superior force, drove them across 
the narrow valley to a position beyond where their artillery covered 
them. Here we advanced with the remainder of our cavalry force and 
drove them from this hill, from which they fell back to Triune. Here 
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■we were ordered by General Stanley, with one company of the Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, to attack the enemy on the right side of the 
pike. They were posted behind a stone wall, heads only visible, one or 
more regiments strong. We advanced across the open fields, and were 
pouring in a steady fire at easy range, when two pieces of artillery on 
our left, about 600 yards, and two in front, opened on us, obliging us to 
retire to the cover of the woods from where we advanced. This move- 
ment was done prompt^, but in good order. 

On the following morning my battalion was in advance of the recon- 
naissance under General Willich ; did no fighting, but captured some 
16 of the enemy’s stragglers. On the Uolensville pike we lost 3 killed 
and 3 wounded.* Wo lost also a few horses wounded and disabled, and 
1 killed by cannon shot. 

On the il9th and 30th nothing worthy of note occurred. 

On the morning of the 31st ultimo my battalion was posted with our 
cavalry force beyond Wilson’s Oross-Eoads pike, on the right and rear 
of the Second Division. When our forces first gave way before the 
overwhelming numbers of the enemy, the efficiency of my battalion 
was destroyed in being divided by one of our own cavalry regiments 
running through our ranks and scattering the men. This movement, 
had it been in the opposite direction, would have been a most gallant 
charge, and, doubtless, from its determination, an efficient one. We 
kept falling back, forming and charging at intervals, until forced across 
to the Murfreesborough pike, where one of my companies was first to 
form to drive the enemy from our teun. 

Wo captured during the retreat 11 of the enemy. One of Company 
G, Corporal Justice, recaptured our ambulance, containing our surgeon, 
by shooting down one of its captors and frightening the others away. 
1 regret to say that Corporal Justice was afterward captured. 

Wo wore formed near tlio center of our cavalry, when the enemy, in 
the afternoon, again attempted to take our train. We participated in 
the fight and the charge that followed. We lost 1 man on that morn- 
ing, Trivato Daniel Gibbons, of General Willich’s escort, and 2 others 
wounded. * 

On tho following days of tho fight my battalion was on provost duty. 

Our loss sums up: Killed, 4; wounded, 6; missing, 10; captured, 6. 
Of tho missing, doubtless neatly all were captured. Our total loss is 
20 ; horses, 30, and 1 ambulance. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KLEIK, 

Major, Commanding Battalion. 

Captain Baetlbtt, 

Captain and Assistant Ad jutamt- General. 


Ro. 183. 

Meport of TAeut. William S. Sail, adjutant Second Tennessee Cavalry. 

Camp neae Meepebesboeoggh, Tenn., 

January 9, 1863. 

Sie: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to report the 
following operations of which the Second Bast Tennessee Cavalry took 
an active part in the late battles before Murfreesborough, viz • 

On December 27, 1862, while attached to the command of Colonel 


Nominal list omitted* 
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Stokes, "we engaged a strong party of tlie rebel cavalry southeast of the 
Nolensville pike, and after a sharp engagement put the enemy to flight. 

On the following day, while under the same command, we encount- 
ered the enemy near Triune, and, after an obstinate engagement, drove 
the enemy in the direction of Shelbyville, Tenn., in which engagement 
we sustained a loss of 4 horses killed, and captured a first lieutenant 
and 5 privates belonging to the Fiftieth* Alabama Cavalry. The fol- 
lowing day we rested near Triune. 

The next day, December 29, we started in pursuit, in the direction of 
Murfreesborough, taking the mountain path, leaving all our wagons 
behind, with the exception of the ambulances. On the afternoon of 
said day, being in the advance, we discovered the enemy strongly posted 
about 6 miles in front of Murfreesborough, near the Murfreesborough 
pike. We, in connection with the First Cavalry Brigade, came up in 
line of battle. The enemy not showing a disposition to engage us, we 
waited the coming up of our infantry and artillery. Wo remained in 
that condition until Major-General McCook came up. At dark, by the 
order of General Stanley, chief of cavalry, we were placed on the ex- 
treme right as a picket. 

The succeeding day we were skirmishing with the enemy during the 
entire day. 

Our loss was, in killed and wounded. Captain Morris, of Company L, 
1 private in Company F, and 6 slightly wounded. Several horses shot 
under the men. 

.During the remainder of the battle we were held in readiness, but not 
actively engaged, with the exception of Sunday. We were sent to the 
river to protect the railroad bridge, within about 1 mile of Murfrees- 
borough, which was on fire. We had a slight engagement with the 
enemy’s rear guard. No damage sustained. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 

WM. S. HALL, 

Adjutant Second Hast Tennessee Regiment of Cavalry. 

CaptautoOiis, 

Br%ade Commander, U. S. Army. 


No. 184. 

Bejport of Gapt. JElmer Otis, Fourth U. 8. Cavalry, including sldrmishes 
at QveralPs Creeh, December 31, and on the Manchester pike, Janu- 
ary 5. 

Headqdaetbes Fodeth it. S. Cataley, 

In Gamp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 7, 18G3. 
SiE : 1 have the honor to make the following report of the Fourth 
U. S. Cavalry in the late battles in front of Murfreesborough : 

On December 30, the Fourth U, S. Cavalry left camp at Stewart’s 
Creek, leaving the train and baggage under charge of a strong guard, 
commanded by Lieutenant Rendelbrook. The regiment proceeded to 
join General Eosecrans on the field of battle, and was drawn up in line 
of battle in rear of the general’s headquarters, but took no immediate 
part in the action. That day, Company L, commanded by Lieutenant 
Eoys, was detached as General Eosecrans’ immediate escort (about 10 
o’clock in the morning), and so remains at the present time. Company 


Fifty-first Alabama Partisan Bangers. 
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M, streugtliened by 50 men detailed from Companies B, 0, D, G, I, and 
K, commanded by Lieutenant L’Homm.edieu, proceeded to establish a 
courier line from General Eosecrans’ headquarters to La Vergne, and so 
remained, doing good service, until relieved January 4, 1863. These 
details left me with only six small companies, numbering in the aggre- 
gate 260 men, rank and file. 

On the morning of the Slst, Colonel Gareschd informed me that rebel 
cavalry were appearing on the right flank of the line of battle, and 
ordered me to proceed with the Fourth U. S. Cavalry to look after them. 
This must have been between 7 and 8 o’clock in the morning. I crossed 
the Miirfreesborough pike, and drew up the six companies in line of 
battle in the following way : Each company was in column of fours, led 
by the company commanders ; the companies on a line parallel to each 
other, company distance apart according to the following diagram, lead- 
ing the center myself: 



This was owing to the wooded country and fences that were obstruc- 
tions to the ordinary line of battle. Proceeding to the right of the line, 
1 found our entire right flank had given way. Learning from some men 
of General Davis’ division the position of the enemy’s cavalry, 1 made a 
turn to the right, moving about one-quarter of a mile, and discovered 
the enemy. 1 came out of a piece of timber I was in, and, getting 
' over the fence rapidly, charged the enemy with my entire command, 
completely routing them, with the exception of two pieces of artillery, 
supported by about 125 cavalry, stationed between my right and the 
Miirfreesborough and Nashville pike, who were not at first discovered. I 
rallied my men again, and, while rallying, I saw about 300 of the volunteer 
cavalry on my right. I rode over to them, and asked them to qharge the. 
artillery with me and the few men I had rallied to take the pieces. The 
officer replied that he was placed there to protect a train, and would not 
charge with me. I have no doubt. I could have taken the artillery. Be- 
fore X could get my command rallied the artillery moved off. About the 
time I had got my men rallied I received an order from General Eose- 
crans to proceed to the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike as soon as 
possible. I did so immediately. I have since thought that the general 
did not know my position, or he would have allowed me to follow up 
the enemy. X was much nearer the pike than I thought I was. I saw 
no more of the enemy’s cavalry on the pike that morning. 

In this charge 1 cannot speak in too high terms of the officers and 
men. Every man charged and kept in position, taking over 100 pris- 
oners of the enemy and releasing a large number of our own captured 
men. More redounds to their credit, considering that a large majority 
are recruits from volunteer infantry, and only some five days drilled 
and mounted. Two companies of infantry were released in a body. 

The train on the pike, I have since learned, was in possession of the 
enemy, with a large number of stragglers, who were being disarmed at 
the .time. These stragglers did nothing at all to protect the wagons, 
scarcely firing a shot. From prisoners taken I have learned that the 
li'ourth U; S. Cavalry charged at this time an entire brigade of cavalry, 
and routed them to such an extent that they disappeared from the field 
at that point entirely. 

Later in the day I sent 79 prisoners in one body to the Tenth Ohio 
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Infantry, stationed in onr rear, at Stewart’s Creek. . Another body of 
about 40 men started, but, I regret to say, were recaptured. Of the 79 
sent to the rear, there was 1 captain and 2 lieutenants. I have no doubt 
there were other officers, but did not have an opportunity to examine 
them closely enough to find out. 

Of the officers engaged it is almost impossible to particularize, they 
all did so well. Capt, Eli Long led his company with the greatest gal- 
lantry, and was wounded by a ball through his left arm. Lieutenants 
Mauck, Kelly, Lee, and Healy could not Lave done better. It was a 
matter of surprise to me, considering the ground passed over, to find 
Dr. Comfort so soon on the field with his ambulance, caring for the 
wounded. He was in time to capture a prisoner himself. First Sergt. 
Martin Murphy led Company G-,and commanded it with great gallantry. 
He reports having counted 11 dead of the enemy on the ground over 
which his company charged. Sergt. Maj. John G-. Webster behaved 
gallantly, taking 1 lieutenant, mounted on a fine mare. First Sergt. 
James McAlpin led Company K after Captain Long was wounded, and 
reports having killed 2 with two successive shots of his pistol. First 
Sergt, John Dolan, Company B, captured a captain and received his 
sword. Ho one could have acted more bravely than First Sergt. Charles 
McMasteis, of Company 1. First Sergt. Christian Haefling, in charge 
of courier fine near headquarters, proceeded in the thickest of the fire 
and recovered the efi'eots of Colonel Garesch^, on his body, killed in this 
day’s fight. Our loss in this charge was trifling. Capt. Eli Long and 
6 privates wounded. 

Proceeding on the Nashville pike, I was ordered to escort a train to 
the rear. 1 afterward got orders to return, to report to General Rose- 
crans. I returned, and for two hours looked for the general, with my 
command, but was unable to find him, although I found several of his 
staff I then proceeded to the right flank, and formed my regiment in 
front of some rebel cavalry, who showed themselves in the distance, in 
order to protect our train. I returned to General Rosecraus’ headquar- 
ters that night, and bivouacked near him. 

The next morning, January 1, 1 was ordered to make a reconnaissance 
on the right flank, which I did, making my reports frequently to Major 
Goddard, acting assistant adjutant-general, that night bivouacking near 
Overall’s Creek, where my command remained watching the movements 
of the enemy as far as possible, and making reports thereon, until Jan- 
uary 4, when my command was moved to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads. 

On the 6th my command proceeded, under command of General Stan- 
ley, to engage the enemy’s rear guard on the Manchester pike, driving 
them some 2 or 3 miles. Private Snow, of Company L, orderly to Gen- 
eral Eosecrans, was ordered, on January 2, to pick up 15 stragglers, which 
he did, and was then ordered to take them to the front and turn them 
over to some commissioned officer. Failing to find one, he put them 
into line and fought them himself, telling them the first one who at- 
tempted to run he would shoot. Private Snow' reports they fought 
bravely.* 

Lieutenant Rendelbrook was exceedingly vigilant in guarding the 
train, and of great service in sending forward supplies. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ELMER OTIS, 

Captain, Commanding Fourth XJ. S. Camlry. 

Maj. 0. Goddaed, 

A. A. A. G., JSdqrs. Dept, of the Cumiorla.nct, in the Field. 

* Nominal list of casualties.omitted. . See p. 314. 
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ITo. 185. 

Bcport of Col. William P. Innes, First Michigan Engineers, of attack on 
wagon train near La Yergne, January 1. 

Hdqes. First Ebgt. Miohigajst Enginbees and Mechanics, 

In Camp, January — , 1863. 

Major: I have the honor to report that, in accordance v'ith your 
orders, I broke camp at Mill Creek on December 31, at 7 a. m., and took 
up line of march for this point, sending my wagon train around by the 
pike, and went into camp at this point, about three-quarters of a mile 
south of the village of La Vergne, on the Murfreesborough pike. 

About 2 o’clock on the following day my command, numbering 391 
effective men, was attacked by a rebel force of cavalry under command 
of Generals Wheeler and Wharton and Colonel Morgan, of Alabama, 
said to number between 3,000 and 4,000 strong, with two pieces of artil- 
lery. They first dispersed the wagon guard and teamsters of the train 
going north, and fired and plundered about 30 wagons. The enemy 
attacked us with great fury, making seven distinct charges upon us, 
attacking us on every side, mounted and on foot, dashing forward in a 
gallant and determined manner, but were again and again severely 
repulsed by my gallant regiment. During the interval between their 
cavalry charges their artillery were throwing shot and shell, some of 
them causing considerable damage. 

At about 5 o’clock the enemy sent in two flags of truce, demanding 
an immediate surrender of our position, which I peremptorily refused. 
They sent in another flag of truce, asking permission to bury their dead, 
which I refused, and returned for answer that I would bury their dead 
and take care of their wounded. 

In the mean time I had dispatched a messenger to Colonel Burke, of 
the Tenth Ohio Infantry, stationed at Stewart’s Creek, asking him for 
re-enforcements, which was promptly answered by that gallant officer, 
who immediately ciime to my rescue with a section of the First Ohio 
Battery, in command of Lieutenant Hewell, and four companies of the 
Tenth Ohio; and, although he did not arrive until the enemy had re- 
treated, yet too much credit cannot be given to that gallant officer for 
ids promptness in coming to my aid, which he did under the double- 
(Ijuiok. 

It is impossible for me to make personal mention of either officers or 
men where all behaved so gallantly. Every officer was at his post and 
every man did his duty. The coolness and bravery of the officers was 
only' equaled by the promptness and efficiency of the men. 

The following is a statement of the casualties, as near as I have been 
able to learn: Our loss, 2 killed, 9 wounded, and 6 missing. Enemy’s 
loss, C killed, buried by our men ; 6 wounded, taken to our hospital, and 
7 prisoners. From what I have been able to learn from prisoners, the 
enemy acknowledge their own loss of killed and wounded at between 40 
and 60. We lost 41 horses and mules, and had 3 wagons entirely de- 
stroyed and others damaged by the bursting of shell. 

'l have the honor to remain, major, your most obedient servant, 

WM. F. IKHES, 

. Col., Gomcig. First Begt. Michigan Engineers and Mechanics. 

Maj. C. Goddard, _ ^ ^ ^ 

A. A. A. Fourteenth Army Corps, E^t. of the Omnoerlana. 
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-So. 186. 

Report of Lieut. Coh John G. RarJchurst^ Ninth Michigan Infantry^ in- 
cluding skirmish near OveralVs Greeks December 31. 

Hdqrs. Ninth Eegt. Michigj-an Yols. (Oenteh), 
Fourteenth A. C., Dept, of the Cumberland, 

January 4, 1863. 

Major : I Lave tlie honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by the Ninth Eegiinent Michigan Infantry, in the recent advance 
of the army and in the five days’ battle before Mnrfreesborongh : 

On the morning of December 36, this regiment, as the provost guards . 
to the corps Warmce of Maj. Gen. George 13. Thomas, inarched 2 miles 
out from Nashville on the Franklin pike, and crossed over to the No* 
lensville pike, and proceeded upon that road as fiir as the Edmondson 
pike, a distance of 7 miles, and marched out 1 mile on the Edmondson 
pike, and encamped for the night. 

On Saturday morning the regiment, with headquarters train, returned 
to the Nashville pike, and marched to a point 1 mile south of Nolensville, 
and 17 miles from Nashville. 

On Sunday morning the regiment marched across from the Nolens- 
ville pike to the Murfreesborough pike, and encamped, with headquar- 
ters, about 5 miles south of La Vergne, and remained there until Tues- 
day morning, when the regiment moved out on the Murfreesborough 
pike to Overall’s Creek, about 2 miles in rear of our front, and estab- 
lished headquarters for the general. 

During the several days’ marches the regiment picked up many 
stragglers from the army in front and sent them forward to their com- 
mands. 

On Wednesday morning, about two hours after the commencement 
of Wednesday’s battle, I noticed many stragglers crossing the fields 
from the direction of the right wing of our army, and sent out forces 
and brought them in, until I had from 100 to 200 collected, w^hen I dis- 
covered several cavalrymen approaching with great speed from the di- 
rection of our front, and very soon discovered that a large cavalry force, 
together with infantry and a long transportation train, -were in the most 
rapid retreat, throwing away their arms and accouterments, and many 
of them without hats or caps, and apparently in the most frightful state 
of mind, crying, “We are all lost,” 

I at once concluded it was a stampede of frightened soldiers, and be- 
fore many had passed me I drew my regiment up in line of battle across 
the road, extending on either side, and ordered my men to fix bayonets, 
and to take the position of guard against cavalry. This was done with 
celerity, and with much difficulty. Without firing upon the frightened 
troops, I succeeded in checking their course, and ordered every man to 
face about. Within half an hour I had collected about 1,000 cavalry- 
men, seven pieces of artillery, and nearly two regiments of infantry. 
Among them was a brigadier-general. The cavalry, or most of it, be- 
longed to the Second Brigade, and, if I am not mistaken, was com- 
manded by Colonel Zahm. The infantry was from different regiments 
belonging to General Johnson’s division, One colonel succeeded in 
escaping my lines, and passed on toward Nashville. 

From the reports made by these troops, I did not know but the enemy 
were in pursuit in force, and, consequently, I organized the forces I 
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bad collected aud formed them in line of battle, on the crest of the hill, 
the other side of Overairs Creek, planting the artillery on the left and 
center. 

In a short time Colonel Walker came up from the rear with a b];igade 
of troops and took position on the left. After we had occupied this 
position a short time, a small force of the enemy^s cavalry appeared on 
the opposite side of the creek and attacked our transportation train, 
which I had directed to proceed moderately toward Kashville. I di- 
rected a pursuit, by a cavalry force, and about the same time Captain 
Church, of the Fourth Michigan Battery, and of Colonel Walker’s bri- 
gade, opened a fire upon them, and they were soon dispersed, losing 
some few of their men. 

During the remainder of the day there were several attacks by the 
enemy’s cavalry, and they were as frequently repulsed, and with con- 
siderable loss, by the cavalry force which I had stopped, but the cav- 
alry of the Second Brigade did not seem very determined in their 
pursuit. 

In the afternoon I was ordered by General Thomas to take position 
with my regiment on the south side of the creek, which I did, and then 
collected a large force of straggling infantry, and which, during the 
evening, were, most of them, returned to their regiments. 

Late in the evening I was ordered to advance with my regiment to 
General Thomas’ headquarters, near General Eosecrans’ headquarters, 
which I did. 

About 3 o’clock on Thursday morning I received orders to proceed to 
Nashville with my regiment, in charge of headquarters train, and about 
4 o’clock I moved with the regiment in charge of the train. 

No casualties occurred on the march until about 1 o’clock, when, about 
0 miles this side of Nashville, I discovered a general stampede in the 
train in my rear, which was not directly under my charge. I immedi- 
ately formed my regiment across the road and stopped the train and 
fugitives. Very soon there were several cavalrymen came up and re- 
ported that the train was attacked at La Vergne, about 6 miles in our 
rear. I succeeded in checking the stampede and stopping the alarmed 
cavalrymen, teamsters, and negroes, who had gotten up the stampede. 
Among the cavalrymen stopped was a Captain Skinner, of the Third 
Ohio Cavalry. I reached Nashville about 5.30 o’clock with my train, 
and the long' train in my rear, and pitched my camp on the site occupied 
previous to leaving Nashville. After I had my camp pitched, I received 
orders from General Morgan’s aide to remove my regiment inside the 
fortifications early the next day, which I did, and about 5 o’clock in the 
evening received orders from General Thomas to return to the front 
with eight days’ rations, and between 3 and 4 o’clock on Saturday morn- 
ing I marched from Nashville with my regiment with a small train. 
When about 0 miles this side of Nashville I rescued a lady, with a car- 
riage, horse, and servant, which a party of rebel cavalry had captured. 
The cavalry fled on our ai)proach, and I had no means of pursuit. 

When I reached La Vergne I was informed by Colonel Innes, of the 
First Michigan Engineers, that a large body ot cavalry were about to 
attack his regiment, stationed there. I halted my regiment and pre- 
pared to assist Colonel Innes in his defense j but after waiting two hours 
for their attack, I proceeded on my march to this place without any 
other incident, and reached here last evening about 7 o’clock with the 

regiment and train. , 

In stopping the rout which seemed to be prevailing among our troops 
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on Wednesday morning, my officers and men, without one exception, 
behaved with great coolness, and are entitled to much credit for the 
determined and successful effort in preventing a disgraceful rout of a 
large portion of the right wing of the army. 

I remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ’ J. G. PAEKHUEST, 

Jjieutenmt-Colonely CoMniandhig Ninth Michigan Volunteers, 

Maj. GEonaE E. Fltnt, 

Assistant Adjutant' General and Chief of Staff, 


No. 187. 

Report of Lieut. Col, Joseph W. Burhe^ Tenth Ohio Infantry^ of operaUons 
December 3\--January 22. 

Headquarters Tenth Ohio Volunteers, 

Murfreesboroughy Tenn., January 28, 18G;), 

Colonel : I beg leave to submit the following report of my command, 
while posted at Stewart’s Creek Bridge, from December 31, 1802, to 
January 22, 1863 : 

I remained at Stewart’s Creek with eight companies of the regiment, 
in charge of headquarters train, after detaching two companies of my 
command, under Capt. John E. Hudson, to accompany headquarters in 
the field* 

On December 31, information reached me that the trains of the T wen(>'- 
eighth Brigade had been attacked and captured near Smyrna, at 0 o’clocdc 
in the morning of that day 5 and at a later hour, learning that the rebel 
cavalry were destroying it, I dispatched a party to the scene, and suc- 
ceeded in saving 8 wagons loaded with supplies. 

I had sufiicient force to have saved this train entirely, but, owing to 
the extreme negligence of the quartermaster in charge of the train, in 
not reporting the fact of capture to me at an early hour, the enemy were 
enabled to carry away and destroy a large portion of it. 

The force that attacked that train was very small, and I understand 
there was a guard with it, all of whom were paroled. 

We were threatened with attack at the bridge during the whole day. 
I had the large train corraled in close order, and by extreme vigilance 
prepared to resist any attack during the night. 

A large number of stragglers came back from the front, from an early 
hour of the day. I deployed a line of skirmishers across the country, 
from the pike to the railroad, with instructio-ns to shoot down every 
straggler who attempted to force the line, and marched into cam}> at 
night over 1,100 of these men. 

Eegiments of stragglers were organized, officered by my own com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers, and put on duty. 

On January 1, 1 was re-enforced by four companies of the Fourth 
(Michigan Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson, and a section 
of Company D, First Ohio Battery, under Lieutenant li^ewell. 

Eebel cavalry threatened the post during the day, and their advance 
guard was twice repulsed by my pickets and reserve. Concluding not 
to attack at Stewart’s Creek, this force, consisting of Wheeler’s, Whar- 
ton’s, Buford’s, John H. Morgan’s, and McCann’s rebel cavalry, with 
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two pieces of artillery, passed on toward LaYergne, where they attacked 
Colonel Innes, First Michigan Engineers, at 1 o’clock. I apprised Colo- 
nel Innes of the movements of this force at an early hour. 

About 1 o’clock a squadron of affrighted negroes came charging at 
full gallop from Murfreesborough toward Stewart’s Creek, and with 
such impetuosity and recklessness that over 100 passed the bridge be- 
fore I could check the progress of the main cavalcade. They were dis- 
mounted and some of them ducked by my men. This was the advance 
of what seemed to me to be the whole army — cavalrymen with jaded 
horses, artillery and infantry soldiers, breathless and holding on to 
wagons, relating the most incredible defeats and annihilation of the 
army and their respective regiments, came streaming down the road 
and pouring through the woods on their way toward the bridge. In 
vain did my small guard stationed on the road try to check this panic. 
Officers drew their revolvers, but the fugitives heeded them not. 

My regiment was in line on the hill-side, and I promptly fixed bay- 
onet, marched at double-quick to the bridge, and drew up a line before 
it, sending out, at the same time, two companies, deployed as skirmish- 
ers, on the right and left, to prevent the passing of the creek by fording. 
The fugitives crowded in thousands, and at one time pressed closely 
up to the bayonets of my men. I ordered the battalion to load, and 
determined to fire if the crowd did not move back; seeing which, 
many took flight back toward the front. At this critical moment I was 
rendered most valuable assistance by Lieutenant Eendelbrook, Fourth 
TJ. S. Cavalry, and his men, who were stationed at the bridge with their 


camp and train. 

To him I assigned the duty of getting the stragglers into line, and 
nobly did his men execute his orders. Eiding through the panic- 
stricken crowds, the cavalrymen drove them into a field, where a good 
line was formed, and every straggler taken and made dress up. When 
1 had a regiment formed in this manner, I assigned it officers and 
marched it across the bridge, stacked arms, and re^d it. In this man- 
ner I secured over 4,000 men, I must mention here the fact that the 
prominent movers in the panic were the quartermasters in charge of 
trains. There was only one who behaved with anything like courage 
and coolness— the quartermaster of the Pioneer Brigade. 

Later in the day 1 was notified by Colonel Innes that he was attacked 
fiercely by rebel cavalry ; that a demand for surrender had been made 
twice, and asking to be re-enforced. I promptly dispatched four compa- 
nies of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry and the section of artillery (Rod- 
man guns) to his assistance, and ordered them to move up at a trot, hold- 
ing my own forces ready to support them. 

After the lapse of two hours, during which the cannonading of Colo- 
nel Innes’ stockade was kept up by the rebels (hearing the report of each 
gun), Mr. Eeily, a citizen, made his escape through the rebel lines, bear- 
ing a dispatch from Colonel Innes requesting me to re-enforce him, and 
the astonishing information that the troops I sent up under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dickinson were on their way back to me without having fired a 
shot, and the rebels were burning the trains. 

I quickly decided to save the trains and leave the bridge to the pro- 
tection of the regiments of stragglers, and^et out at a rapid pace fw La 
Yergne with my own command. I met the section of artillery remrn- 
ing, as well as part of the cavalry. I ordered them to fall in behind me, 
and sent in a strong support of infantry to the guns. , _ , - , 

The scene on the road was indescribable. Teamsters had abandoned 
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their wagons and came back mounted on their mules and horses ; 
wagons were packed across the road, and many capsized on. the side of 
the pike; horses ran wild through the woods, and, although men were 
allowed by me to pass as wagon guards, there were none at their posts. 
They had left the road and were bivouacking in small parties in the 
woods, evidently careless of the fate of the trains. 

The woods toward La Vergne were filled with small bodies of rebel 
cavalry, which were quickly dislodged by my skirmishers and driven off. 

I reached Colonel Innes at La Vergne at 7 o’clock, and assisted him in 
arranging the trains and forwarding them to Nashville. 

I detached four companies of my regiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dickinson’s command, and sent them back to Stewart’s Creek at day- 
light next morning, remaining myself at La Vergne, collecting supplies 
from the trains, gathering in cattle abandoned by our men, and send- 
ing them to the front. 

With the remaining portion of my command I joined the garrison at 
Stewart’s Creek, January 7, and immediately set to work putting it in 
a defensible condition by erecting a stockade and throwing up a small 
redoubt to cover the bridge. 

I was relieved in command there by Lieutenant- Colonel Carroll, com- 
manding Tenth Indiana Volunteers, on January 22, and reported for 
duty at headquarters. 

In connection with the disgraceful panic of January 1, 1 would men- 
tion the names of the following officers : Lieutenant Gilbert, Second 
Tennessee Cavalry, who had his horse hitched up to a wagon on the 
road, and who abandoned it with the teamsters, joining in the stam- 
pede; Lieutenant Newell, Twenty-first Wisconsin, and the regimental ^ 
quartermaster Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania, who abandoned the train 
of the Twenty-eighth Brigade, and, although within my lines, never 
communicated the fact of capture until it was too late to pursue the 
enemy. 

Out of a crowd of runaway teamsters I took the names of four men who 
cut loose their mules from the wagons and left them to their fiite : Henry 
W. Davis, Twenty-fifth Illinois; Scott Cunningham, Twenty-fifth Illi- 
aois ; Henry Denney, Fifty -ninth Ohio, and Jacob Kohrer, One hundi'ed 
and first Ohio. A number of commissioned officers came back with the 
men, but, on seeing the obstacles interposed to their passage, they re- 
turned voluntarily to the front. 

My officers and men performed their duty faithfully and strictly. I 
was rendered signal assistance by Lieutenant Eendelbrook, Fourth G. S. 
Cavalry, and the non-commissioned officers and men of his command, 
as also Lieutenant Maple, Anderson Troop, who, with their commands, 
were constantly on duty, reporting the movements of the enemy, and 
assisting in effectually checking the disgraceful and causeless panic, 

I would respectfully mention the name of Captain Perkins, assistant 
uartermaster, headquarters quartermaster, who evinced the utmost 
eal and vigilance, and assisted most materially in the defense of the 
mst, and in restoring order among the trains. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

J. W. BUEKE, 

Lieutenmt- Colonel^ Oomdg. Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Col. 0. Goddard, 

Assistant Adjutant- General and Chief of Staff. 
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Fo. 188. 

Reports of General (foSeph R. Johnston, 0. S. Army, commanding the 
Western Department, with congratulatory orders. 

Jackson, Miss., January 6, 1863. 

General Bragg reports the enemy fell back from the field of battle to 
intrenchments, which he attacked and was repulsed. On hearing that 
the enemy was re-enforced, he fell back from Murfreesborough; not fol- 
lowed by the Pederals. 

J. E. JOHNSTOK 

General S. Coopee. 


Jackson, Ja/nuary 9, 1863. 

Colonel Ewell informs me, from Chattanooga, that on the Slst Gen- 
eral Bragg had 35,000, including Wharton’s cavalry. Lost 9,000 ; 3,000 
sick, since, from exposure. We have not force enough here if the enemy 
is vigorous. Prisoners tell General Bragg of Federal re-enforcements 
from West Tennessee. 

J. E. JOHNSTOhT, 

General. 

The Peesident, Richmond. 


Headquaetees, 

JacTcson, via Montgomery, January 11, 1863. 

I have just received the following dispatch from Colonel Ewell, Chat- 
tanooga: 

The following is a summing up of what has been, done, by the advice of General 
Bragg, since Ist of December, obtained unofScially, but directly from him, including 
Hartsville : . , „ r. ^ • 

Morgan and Forrest have captured 5,500 prisoners, killed and wounded 2,000, de- 
stroyed stores and ammunition in immense q^uantities. Forrest has also fitted out his 
entire command in splendid style. Wheeler and Wharton captured 1,000 prisoners at 
Murfreesborough, and 4,000 more prisoners of war taken at the same place, and not 
less than 12,000 killed and wounded; total, 10,500 prisoners, and 14,000 killed and 
wounded; 10,000 small-arras, besides 2,000 distributed to our troops, and 30 pieces of 
artillery were sent to the. rear, and 1,000 wagons, mostly loaded, were secured or 
destroyed, with a large number of mules and harness secured. The losses on our side 
were, at the most, 9,000 killed, wounded, and missing, and four pieces of cannon. 

J. E. jomrsTOK 

General S. Cooper. 


GENEEAL OEDEES, ) 

Uo. 4. f Chattanooga, Jwnuary 28, 1863. 

General Johnston has great satisfaction in expressing to this command 
his sense of the high services and admirable conduct of tbe Army of 
Tennessee, especially in the recent operations near Murfreesborough. 
In those operations that patriotic army, contending with greatly supe- 
rior numbers, by its own courage, and the skill of its general, infiicted 
upon the enemy a loss almost equal to its own number, besides captur- 
ing thirtv-three cannon and a thousand wagons— an exploit unparalleled 
in modern battles. For its heroic fortitude in enduring fatigue, pnva- 
tion, and exposure, and bravery in battle, he can, with confidence, prom- 
ise to it the thanks of the Governmen|i and gratitude of the country. 

Bv command of General Johnston: 

BEKJ. S. EWELL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Ko. 189. 

Orgmization of the Army of Tennessee.’^ 

POLK'S COEPS. 

Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk. 

First Division. 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Cheatham. 


First Brigade. 


Third Brigade, 


Brig. Gen. Daniel S. Donelson. 


Brig. Gen. George Maney. 


8tli Tennessee : 

Col. W. L. Moore. 

Lieut. Col. J. H. Anderson, 
loth Tennessee, Col. John H. Savage. 

38th Tennessee, Col. John C. Carter. 

5lst Tennessee, Col. John Chester. 

84th Tennessee, Col. S. S. Stanton. 

Carnes' (Tennessee) battery, Lieut. L. G. 
Marshall. 


Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart. 


>CoL 0. F. Strahl. 


4th Tennessee, ?/ 

5th Tennessee, > ^ 

19th Tennessee, Col. F. M. Walker. 
ii4th Tennesseee ; 

Col. H. L. W. Bratton. 

Maj. S. E. Shannon. 

33d 

Mississippi Battery, Capt. T, J. Stanford. 


4th Tennessee (Provisional Army), Col. 
J. A. McMurry. 

()th Tennessee, ? Col. C. S. Hnrr. 

9th Tennessee, >Maj. J. L. Harris. 
Tennessee Sharpshooters, Capt. Frank 
Maney. 

Smith’s"(Mi88i8sippi) battery, Lieut. Will- 
iam B. Turner. 

Fourih {Breslon Smithes) Brigade. 

Col. A. J. Vaughan, Jr. 

12th Teunessee, Maj. J. N. Wyatt. 

13th Tennessee ; 

Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan. 

Capt. K. F. Lanier. 

29th Tennessee, Maj. J. B. Johnson. 

47th Tennessee, Capt. W. M. Watkins. 
154th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. M. Magev- 
ney, jr. 

9th Texas, Col. W. H. Young. 

Allin's (Tennessee) Sharpshooters: 

Lieut. J. R. J. Creighton. 

Lieut, T. F. Pattison, 

Tennessee Battery, Capt. W. L. Scott. 


Second Division. 

Maj. Gen. Jones M. Withers. 


First iJDea!^) Brigade, 

Col. J. Q. Loomis.. 

Col. J. G. COLTART. 

19th Alabama. 

22d Alabama. 

25th Alabama. 

26th Alabama. 

39th Alabama. 

17th Alabama Battalion Sharpshooters, 
Capt. B. C. Yancey. 

1st Louisiana (Regulars), Lieut. Col. F. 
H. Farrar, jr. 

Robertson's battery, Capt. F. H. Robert- 
son. 


Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. .Tames R. Chalmers. 

Col. T. W. White. 

7th Mississippi. 

9th Mississippi, Col. T. W. White. 

10th Mississippi. 

4l8t Mississippi. 

9th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters, 
Capt. 0. F. West. 

Blythe's (Mississippi) regiment. 

Garrity's (Alabama) battery. 


* Compiled from the reports. Other officers than those named may have also been in 
actual command of the organizations indicated. 
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Third ( WalthalVs) Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. J. Patton Anderson. 

45tli Alabama, Col. James G. Gilchrist. 
24tb Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. P. Mc- 
Kelvaine. 

27 tb Mississippi : 

Col. T. M. Jones. 

Lieut. Col. J. L. Autry. 

Capt. E, R. Neilson. 

29f,lx Mississippi : 

Col. W. F. Brantly. 

Lieut. Col. J. B. Morgan. 

:iOtli Mississippi, Lieut. Col- J. I. Scales. 
:i9tli North Carolina,'^ Capt. A. W. BeU. 
Missouri Battery, Capt. 0. W. Barret. 


Fourth (Anderson’s) Brigade, 

Col. A. M. Manigaxjlt. 

24th Alabama. 

28th Alabama. 

34th Alabama. 

10th South Carolina, ^ a t T.vtbo-oA 
19th South Carolina, J ^ 

Alabama Battery, Capt. D. D. Waters. 


HARDEE’S CORPS. 


Lieut. Gen. William J. Hakdeb. 


First Division. 


Maj. Gen. John C. Beeckinbedge. 


First Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. Daniel W. Adams. 

Col. Randall L. Gibson. 

32cl Alabama : 

Lieut. Col. Henry Maury. 

Col. Alexander McKinstry. 

13th Louisiana, > Col. R. L. Gibson. 

20th Louisiana, sMaj. Charles Guillet. 
16th Louisiana, / Col. S. W. Fisk. 

25th Louisiana, J Maj. F. C. Zaoharie. 
14tli Louisiana Battalion, Maj. J. E. Aus- 
tin. 

Washington Artillery(5th Battery), Lieut. 
W. C. D. Vaught. 

Second Brigade, 

Col. J. B. Palmer. 

Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow. 

IBth Tennessee : 

Col. J. B. Palmer. 

Lieut. Col. W. R. Butler. 

26th Tennessee, Col. John M. Lillard, 
2Bth Tennessee, Col. P. D. Cunningham. 
32(1 Tennessee, Col. Ed. C. Cook. 

45th Tennessee, Col. A. Searcy. 

Moses’ (Georgia) battery, Lieut. R. W. 
Anderson. 


Third Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. William Preston. 

3d llorida:Scol.WimamMffler.- 

4th Florida, Col. William L* L. Bowen. 
60th North Carolina, Col. J. A. McDowell. 
20th Tennessee : 

Col. T. B. Smith. 

Lieut. Col. F. M. Lavender. 

Maj. F. Claybrooke. 

Tennessee Battery: 

Capt. E. E. Wright. 

Lieut. J. W. Mebane. 

Fourth Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. R. W. Hanson. 

Col. R. P. Trabue. 

41st Alabama: 

Col. H. Talbird. 

Lieut. Col. M. L. Stansel. 

2d Kentucky, Maj . J ames W, Hewitt. 
4th Kentucky : 

Col. R, P. Trahue. 

Capt. T. W. Thompson. 

6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H. Lewis. 
9th Kentucky, Col. T. H. Hunt. 
Kentucky Battery, Capt. R. Cobh. 


Jachson’s Brigade,\ 

Brig. Gen. John K. Jackson. 

5th Georgia : 

Col W. T. Black. 

Maj. C. P. Daniel. 

2(1 Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters, Maj. J. J. Cox. 

6th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. W. L. Sykes. 

8th Mississippi : 

Col, J. C. Wilkinson. 

Lieut. Col. A. McNeill. 

Pritchard’s (Georgia) battery. ^ ^ ^ ^ , 

Lumsden’s (Alabama) b attery, Lieut. H. H. Cnhbs. 

* Joined brigade December 31; transferred, January^ 2, to Manigaiilt’s brigade, 
+ TemDoraii& assigned to Breckinridge’s division, 
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Second Ditision. 


Maj. Gen. P* E. Cleburne. 


First Brigade* 

Brig, Gen. L. E. Polk. 

Ist Arkansas, Col. Jokn W. Colquitt. 
I3th Arkansas. 

15th Arkansas. 

6th Confederate, Col. J. A. Smith. 

2d Tennessee, Col, W- D. Eohison. 

5th Tennessee, Col. B. J. Hill. 

Helena (Ark.) Artillery, Lieut. T. J. Key. 

Second Brigade* 

Brig. Gen. Sx. John E. Liddell. 

2d Arkansas, Col. D. C. Govan. 

6th Arkansas, Lieut. GoL John E. Murray. 

6th Arkansas, 

7th Arkansas, 

8th Arkansas : 

Col. John H. Kelly. 

Lieut. Col. G. P. Baucum. ^ 

Swett’s (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. H. 
Shannon. 


( Col. O. V3r. Oixm/ju. 

•? Lieut. Col. F. J. Cameron. 
( Maj. W. F. Douglass. 


Third Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Bushrod E. Johnson. 

17th Tennessee : 

Col. A. S. Marks. 

Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd. 

23d Tennessee, Lieut. Col. E. H. Keeble. 
25th Tennessee : 

Col. J. M. Hughs. 

Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis. 

37th Tennessee : 

Col. M. White. 

Maj. J. T. McEeynolds. 

Capt. C. G. Jarnagin. 

44th Tennessee, Col. John S. Fulton. 
Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery, Capt. Put. 
Darden. 

Fourth Brigade* 

Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Wood. 

16th Alabama, Col. W. B. Wood. 

33d Alabama, Col. Samuel Adams. 

3d Confederate, Maj. J. F. Cameron. 
45th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. E. Charlton. 
15th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters, 
Capt. A. T. Hawkins. 

Alabama Battery, Capt. Henry C. Semple. 


MoCown's Division.^ 


Maj. Gen. 

First Bngade*^ 

Brig. Gen. M. D. Ector. 

10th Texas Cavalry, Col. M. F. Locke. 
11th Texas Cavalry : 

Col. J. C. Burks. 

Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds. 

14th Texas Cavalry, Col. J . L. Camp. 
15th Texas Cavalry, Col. J . A. Andrews. 
Texas Battery, Capt. J. P. Douglas. 


“. P. McCown. 

Second Bngadc. 

Brig. Gen. James E. Rains. 

Col. E. B. Vance. 

3d Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. A. 
Stovall. 

9th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Joseph T. 
Smith. 

29th North Ca.rolina, Col. R. B. Vance. 
11th Tennessee : 

Col. G. W. Gordon. 

Lieut. Col. William Thedford. 
EufaulaCAla.) Light Artillery, Lieut, W. 
A. McDuffie. 


Third Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Evander McNair. 

(^ol. E. W. Harper. 

1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles : t 
CoL E. W. Harper. 

Maj. L. M. Ramsaur. 

2d Arkansas Mounted Rifles, $ JAeut. Col. J. A. Williamson. 
4th Arkansas, Col. H. G. Bunn. 

30th Arkansas : 

Maj. J. J. Franklin. 

Capt, W. A. Cotter. 

4th Arkansas Battalion, Maj. J. A, Rosa. 

Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. T. Humphreys. 

Of Smithes corps, serving with Hardee. 
tThe regiments of this brigade serving as infantry. 

\ Serving as infantry. 
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Wheeler^ 8 BHgade. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph Wheeler. 

1st Alabama, Col. W. W. Allen. 

3d Alabama: 

Maj. F. Y. Gaines. 

Capt. T. H. Mauldin, 
blst Alabama: 

Col. John T. Morgan. 

Lieut. Col. J. D. Webb. 

Sfch Confederate, Col. W. B. Wade. 

1st Tennessee, Col. James E. Carter. 

— Tennessee Battalion, DeWitt C. 
Douglass. 

’ — Tennessee Battalion, Maj. D. W. 
Holman, 

Arkansas Battery, Capt. J. H. Wiggins, 

JBuford^s Bngade. 

Brig. Gen. A. Buford. 

3(1 Kentucky, Col. J. li. Butler, 
btb Kentucky, Col. D. H. Smith. 

(5th Kentucky, Col. J. W. Grigsby. 

Pegram’s Brigude.i 

Brig. Gen. John Pegram. 

1st Georgia. 

Ist Louisiana. 


Wharton^ 8 Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton. 

14th Alabama Battalion, Lieut. Col. James 
C. Malone. 

1st Confederate, Col. John T. Cox. 

3d Confederate, Lieut. Col. William N, 
Estes. 

2d Georgia: 

Lieut. Col. J. E. Dunlop. 

Maj. P. M. Ison, 

3d Georgia (detachment), Maj. K, 
Thompson. 

2d Tennessee, Col. H. M. Ashby, 

4th Tennessee, Col. Baxter Smith. 

— Tennessee Battalion, Maj, John K. 
Davis. 

8th Texas, Col. Thomas Harrison. 
Murray's (Tennessee) regiment, Maj. W. S. 
Bledsoe. 

Escort company, Capt. PaulF. Anderson. 
MeCown's escort company, Capt. L. T. 
Hardy. 

White's (Tennessee) battery, Capt. B. F. 
White, jr. 


ARTILLEEY.t 

Baxter's (Tennessee) battery. 
Byrne's (Kentucky) battery. 
Gibson's (Georgia) battery. 


No. 190. \/ 

li<^ort8 of General Braxton Bragg, 0. 8. Army, commcmdmg Army of 
Tennessee, mtJi congratulatory orders, <&e. 

Mxtepeeesboeoxtgh, GBbnn., Beeember 30, 1862. 

(Eeceived at Eichmond, Va., January 1, 1863.) 

Ai'tillery firing at intervals and heavy skirmishing of light troops 
all day. Enemy very cautious, and declining a general engagement. 
Armies are in line of battle within sight. 

BEAXTON BEAGG. 

General S. Ooopee. 


* Forrest’s and Morgan’s commands on detached service. 

t Probably incomplete. ' j. ± 

i Byrne's battery mentioned in Breckenridge's report. The others do not appear to 
have been engaged in the campaign. Bai^ter's battery reported as at Shelby ville, 
December 31, and Gibson's was ordered, December 1, 1862| tp TeuUs»to 

fitted for the field, 
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Mueeeeesboeoug-h, Tenn., Decemler 31, 1862. 

We assailed the enemy at 7 o’clock this morning, and after ten hours’ 
hard fighting have driven him from every position except his extreme 
left, which [where] he has successfully resisted us. With the exception 
of this point, we occupy the whole field. We captured 4,000 prisoners, 
including 2 brigadier-generals, 31 pieces of artillery, and some 200 
wagons and teams.* Our loss is heavy ; that of the enemy much greater. 

BEAXTON BEAGG, 
General, Commanding. 

General S. Ooopee. 


Muefeebsboeodgh, January 3, 1863. 

, (Eeceived January 4, 1863.) 

The enemy retired last night but a short distance to intrenchments in 
his rear. In a sharp and short contest this evening we drove his left 
flank from position, but our assaulting party again retired with consid- 
erable loss to both sides. Wheeler and Wharton were again in their 
rear yesterday; captured 200 prisoners, one piece of artillery, and de- 
stroyed 200 loaded wagons. 

BEAXTOX BEAGG, 
General, Commanding. 


General S. Ooopee, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Tdelaeoma, January 5, 1863. 

Unable to dislodge the enemy from his intrenched position, and learn- 
ing of re-enforcements to him, I withdrew from his front night befdro 
last ; he has not followed; my cavalry is still close in his front. 

BEAXTON BEAGG, 
General, Commanding. 

General S. Ooopee, 

Richmond, Ya. 


Beoiteed, January 6, 1863. 

Enemy have not yet followed us in force. My command is now con- 
centrated on line of Elk Eun. From papers cai)tured on the field, their 
force was from 60,000 to 70,000 ; ours not over half that. We hope to 
check any advance; but to save East Tennessee, and enable us to ad- 
vance again, re-enforcements are necessary. They are bringing forward 
every man irom Kentucky. 

■ BEAXTON BEAGG. 

General S. Ooopee, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Decheed, January 7, 1863. 

We shall hold line of Duck Eiver, if possible. Our losses will reach 
9,000 ; the enemy has not advanced from Murfreesborough. 

BEAXTOX BEAGG. 

General S. Ooopee. 


U T "XTr.! 'VtrT T lAQ'T 




Chap -XXXn.] 


THE stone’s river CAMPAIGN. 


663 


Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 

Tullahomay Tenn.^ Fel>Tuary 23, 1863. 

Sir : On December 26, last, the enemy advanced in force fi?om NTash- 
ville to attack us at Murfreesborough. It had been well ascertained 
that his streDgth was over 60,000 effective men. Before night on that 
day the object of the movement was developed by our dispositions in 
front, and orders were given for the necessary concentration of our 
forces, then distributed as follows : Polk’s corps and three brigades of 
Breckinridge’s division, Hardee’s corps, at Murfreesborough ; the bal- 
ance of Hardee’s corps near Eagleville, about 20 miles west of Murfrees- 
borough 5 McOown’s division (which, with Stevenson’s division removed, 
constituted Smith’s corps) at Eeadyville, 12 miles east of Murfreesbor- 
ough, the three cavalry brigades of Wheeler, Wharton, and Pegram 
occupying the entire front of our infantry, and covering all approaches 
to within 10 miles of ISTashville ; Buford’s small cavalry brigade, of 
about 600, at McMinnville. The brigades of Porrest and Morgan (about 
5,000 effective cavalry) were absent on special service in West Tennes- 
see and Northern Kentucky, as will be more fully noticed hereafter. 
J ackson’s small infantry brigade was in rear, guarding the railroad from 
Bridgeport, Ala., to the mountains. 

On Sunday, the 28th, our main force of infantry and artillery was con- 
centrated in front of Murfreesborough, while the cavalry, supported by 
three brigades of infantry and three batteries of artillery, impeded the 
advance of the enemy by constant skirmishing and sudden and unex- 
pected attacks. To the skillful manner in which the cavalry, thus ably 
supported, was handled, and to the exceeding gallantry of its officers 
and men, must be attributed the four days’ time consumed by the enemy 
in reaching the battle-field, a distance of only 20 miles from his encamp- 
ments, over fine macadamized roads. 

Fully aware of the greatly superior numbers of the enemy, as indi- 
cated in my early reports from this quarter, it was our policy to await 
attack. The position was selected and line developed with this inten- 
tion. Owing to the convergence upon our depot at Murfreesborough of 
so many fine roads by which the enemy could approach, as will appear 
from the inclosed map, marked 1,* we were confined in our selection to 
a line near enough the point of juncture to enable us to successfully 
cover them all until the real point of attack should be developed. 

On Monday, the 29th, it was reported that heavy columns moved on 
both the direct road from Jja Vergne and on the one leading into the 
Lebanon road by way of Jefferson, but on Tuesday, the 30th, it was as- 
certained that the Jefferson pike was abandoned by a countermarch, 
and the whole forces of the enemy were concentrated on and near the 
direct road on the west of Stone’s Eiver. The dispositions made for the 
unequal contest will appear from the inclosed map, marked 2,* and the 
copy of memoranda to general and staff officers, marked 3.’*' These 
arrangements were all completed before the enemy crossed Stewart’s 
Creek, 9 miles out, and the infantry brigades were at once called in, and 
the cavalry was ordered to fall back more rapidly, having most gal- 
lantly discharged its duty and fully accomplished the object desired. 

Late on Monday it became apparent the enemy was extending his 
right, so as to flank us on the left. McCown’s division, in reserve, was 
promptly thrown to that flank and added to the command of Lieuten- 
ant-General Polk. The enemy not meeting our expectations of making 
an attack on Tuesday, which was consumed in artillery firing and heavy’" 
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skinnishiHg, with the exception of a dash late in the evening on the left 
of Withers’ division, which was repulsed and severely punished, it was 
determined to assail him on W ednesday morning, the Slst. For this pur- 
pose, Clehurne’s division, Hardee’s corps, was moved from the second 
line on the right to the corresponding position on the left, and Lieuten- 
ant-General Hardee was ordered to that point and assigned to the com- 
mand of that and McOown’s division. This disposition, the result of 
necessity, left me no reserve, bat Breckinridge’s command on the right, 
now not threatened, was regarded as a source of supply for any re- 
enforcements absolutely necessary to other parts of the field. Stone’s 
Eiver, at its then stage, was fordable at almost any point for infiintry, 
and at short intervals perfectly practicable for artillery. 

These dispositions completed, Lieutenant-General Hardee was ordered 
to assaU the enemy at daylight on Wednesday, the Slst, the attack to be 
taken up by Lieutenant-General Polk’s command in succession to the 
right flank, the move to be made by a constant wheel to the right, on 
Polk’s right flank as a pivot, the object being to force the enemy back 
on Stone’s Eiver, and, if practicaLle, by the aid of the cavalry, cut him 
off from his base of operations and supplies by the Nashville pike. The 
lin es were now bivouacked at a distance in places of not more than 500 
yards, the camp-fires of the two being within distinct view. Wharton’s, 
cavalry brigade had been held on our left to watch and check the move- 
ments of the enemy in that direction, and to prevent his cavalry from 
gaining the railroad in our rear, the preservation of which was of vital 
importance. In this he was aided by Brig. Gen. A. Buford, who had a, 
small command of about 600 new cavalry. The duty was most ably,, 
gallantly, and successfully performed. 

On Monday night Brigadier- General Wheeler proceeded with his cav- 
alry brigade and one regiment from Pegram’s, as ordered, to gain the. 
enemy’s rear. By Tuesday morning, moving on the Jefferson pike 
around the enemy’s left flank, he had gained the rear of their whole 
army, and soon attacked the trains, their guards, and the numerous^ 
stragglers. He succeeded in capturing several hundred prisoners and 
destroying hundreds of wagons loaded with supplies and baggage. 
After clearing the road, ho made his way entirely around and joined thei 
cavalry on our left. 

The failure of Major-General McOown to execute during the night an 
order for a slight change in the line of his division, and which had to bo 
done the next morning, caused some delay in the general and vigorous 
assault by Lieutenant-General Hardee. But about 7 o’clock the rattle 
of musketry and roar of artillery announced the beginning of the con- 
flict. The enemy was taken completely by surprise. General and staff 
officers were not mounted, artillery horses not hitched, and infantry not 
formed. A hot and inviting breakfast of coffee and other lu,xuries, to 
which our gallant and hardy men had long been strangers, was found 
upon the fire unserved, and was left while we pushed on to the enjoyment 
of a more inviting feast, that of captured artillery, fleeing battalions, and 
hosts of craven prisoners begging for the lives they liad forfeited by 
their acts of brutality and atrocity. 

While thus routing and pushing the enemy in his front, Lieutenant- 
General [ W. J.] Hardee announced to me by a messem^er that the move- 
ment was not being as promptly executed by Major-Gmeral Cheatham’s 
command on Ms right (the left of Lieutenant-General I’olk’s corps) as 
he expected, and that his line was, consequently, exposed to an enfilade 
fire ffom the enemy’s artillery in that front. The necessary instructions 
for prompt movement at that point were immediately dispatched, and in 
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a short time our whole line, except Breckinridge’s command, was warmly- 
engaged. From this time we continued to drive the enemy more or less 
rapidly until his line was thrown entirely back at right angles to his first 
position, and occupied the cut of the railroad, along which he had massed 
his reserves and posted very strong batteries. A reference to the map 
Ko. 2’’*' will show this second and strong position. 

The enemy’s loss was very heavy in killed and wounded, far exceeding 
our own, as appeared from a critical examination of the field, now almost 
entirely in our possession. Of artillery alone we had secured more than 
twenty-five pieces. 

While the infantry and artillery were occupied in this successful work, 
Brigadier-General Wharton, with his cavalry command, was most act- 
ively and gallantly engaged on the enemy’s right and rear, where he 
inflicted a heavy loss in killed and wounded, captured a full battery of 
artillery endeavoring to escape, and secured and sent in near 2,000 pris- 
oners. These important successes and results had not been achieved 
without heavy sacrifices on our part, as the resistance of the enemy 
after the first surprise was most gallant and obstinate. Numbering at 
least two to our one, he was enabled to bring fresh troops at every 
point to resist our progress, and he did so with a skill and judgment 
which lias ever characterized his able commander. Finding Lieutenant- 
General Hardee so formidably opposed by the movement of the enemy 
to his front, re-enforcements for him were ordered from Major-General 
Breckinridge, but the orders were countermanded, as will hereafter 
appear, and Polk’s corps was pressed forward with vigor, hoping to draw 
the enemy back or rout him on the right as he already had been on the 
left. We succeeded in driving him from every position except the strong 
one held by his extreme left flank, resting on Stone’s Eiver, and covered 
by a concentration of artillery of superior range and caliber, which seemed 
to bid us defiance. The difliculties of our general advance had been 
greatly enhanced by the topography of the country. All parts of our 
line had to pass in their progress over ground of the roughest character, 
covered with huge stones and studded with the densest growth of cedar, 
the branches reaching to the ground and forming an almost impassable 
brake. Our artillery could rarely be used, while the enemy, holding 
defensive lines, had selected formidable positions for his batteries and 
this dense cover for his infantry, from both of which he had* to be dis- 
lodged by our infantry alone. The determined and unvarying gal- 
lantry of our troops, and the uninterrupted success which attended their 
repeated charges against these strongholds, defended by double their 
numbers, fully justified the unbounded confidence I had ever reposed 
in them and had so often expressed. To meet our successtul advance 
and retrieve his losses in the front of our left, the enemy early trans- 
ferred a portion of his reserve from his left to that flank, and by 2 
o’clock had succeeded in concentrating such a force in Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Hardee’s fcont as to check his further progress. Our two lines had 
by this time become almost blended, so much weakened were they by 
losses, exhaustion, and extension to cover the enemy’s whole front. 

As early as 10 a. m. Major-General Breckinridge was called on for 
one brigade, and soon after for a second, to re-enforce, or act as a re- 
serve to, Lieutenant-General Hardee. His reply to the first call repre- 
sented the enemy crossing Stone’s Eiver in heavy force in his immediate 
front, and on receiving the second order he informed me they had already 
crossed in heavy force and were advancing on him in two lines. He 
was immediately ordered not to await attack, but to advance and meet 
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them. About this same time a report reached me that a heavy force of 
the enemy’s infantry was advancing on the Lebanon road, about 5 miles 
in Breckinridge’s front. Brigadier-General Pegram, who had been sent 
to that road to cover the flank of the infantry with his cavalry brigade 
(save two regiments detached with Wheeler and Wharton), was ordered 
forward immediately to develop any such movement. The orders for 
the two brigades from Breckinridge were countermanded, while dispo- 
sitions were made, at his request, to re-enforce him. Before they could 
be carried out, the movements ordered disclosed the facts that no force 
had crossed Stone’s Eiver ; that the only enemy in our immediate front 
there was a small body of sharpshooters, and that there was no advance 
on the Lebanon road. These unfortunate misapprehensions on that 
part of the field (which, with proper precaution, could not have existed) 
withheld from active operations three fine brigades until the enemy had 
succeeded in checking our progress, had re-established his lines, and 
had collected many of his broken battalions. Having now settled the 
question that no movement was being made against our right, and none 
even to be apprehended, Breckinridge was ordered to leave two brigades 
to support the battery at A, on his side of Stone’s Eiver, and with the 
balance of the force to cross to the left and report to Lieutenant-General 
Polk. By the time this could be accomplished it was too late to send 
this force to Lieutenant-General Hardee’s support, who was unable to 
make further progress, and he was directed to maintain his position. 
Lieutenant-General Polk was directed with these re-enforcements to 
throw all the force he could collect upon the enemy, ’s extreme left, and 
thereby either carry that strong point which had so for resisted us suc- 
cessfully, or, failing in that, at least to draw off from Hardee’s front the 
iormidaible opposition there concentrated: The three brij^des of Jack- 
son, Preston, and Adams were successively reported for this work. How 
gallantly they moved to their task, and how much they suffered in the 
determined effort to accomplish it, will best appear from reports of sub- 
ordinate commanders and the statement of losses, herewith. Upon this 
flank, their strongest defensive position, resting on the rivor bank, the 
enemy had concentrated not less than twenty pieces of his heaviest ar- 
tillery, masked almost entirely from view, but covering an open space 
in front of several hundred yards. Supported right, left, and rear by 
heavy masses of infantry, this position proved impracticable, and after 
two unsuccessful efforts the attempt to carry it by infantry was aban- 
doned. Our heaviest batteries of artillery and rifled guns of long range 
were now concentrated in front of, and their fire opened on, this posi- 
tion. After a cannonade of some time the enemy’s fire slackened, and 
finally ceased near nightfall. Lieutenant-General Hardee had slightly 
retired his line from the farthest point he had attained for better posi- 
tion and cover without molestation from the enemy. Lieutenant-G<m- 
eral Polk’s infantry, including the three re-enforcing brigades, uniting 
their left with Hardee’s right and extending to our extreme right flank, 
formed a continuous line very nearly perpendicular to the original lino 
of battle, thus leaving nearly the whole field with all its trophies^tho 
enemy’s dead and many of his wounded, his hospitals and stores — in 
our full possession. The body of Brigadier-General Sill, one of their 
division commanders, was found where he had fallen, and was sent to 
town and decently interred, though he had forfeited all claim to such 
consideration by the acts of cruelty, barbarity, and atrocity but a few 
days before committed under his authority on the women, children, 
and old men living near the roq4 on which ho had iqade a reconnaif?- 
sanoe. 
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During the aiftemoon, Brigadier-General Pegram, discovering a hos- 
pital and large numbers of stragglers in rear of the enemy’s line and 
across Stone’s Eiver, charged them vrith his cavalry and captured about 
170 prisoners. 

Both armies, exhausted by a conflict of full ten hours’ duration, rarely 
surpassed for its continued intensity and the heavy losses sustained, 
sank to rest with the sun and perfect quiet prevailed for the night. 

At dawn on Thursday morning, January 1, orders were sent to the 
several commanders to press forward their skirmishers, feel the enemy, 
and report any change in his position. Major-General Breckinridge had 
been transferred to tiie right of Stone’s Eiver, to resume the command of 
that position, now held by two of his brigades. It was soon reported 
that no change had occurred, except the withdrawal of the enemy from 
the advanced position occupied by his left flank. Binding, upon further 
examination, that this was the case, the right flank of Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Polk’s corps was thrown forward to occupy the ground for which 
we had so obstinately contended the evening before. This shortened 
our line considerably, and gave us possession of the entire battle-field, 
from which we gleaned the spoils and trophies throughout the day and 
transferred them rapidly to the rear. A careful reconnaissance of the 
enemy’s position was ordered, and the most of the cavalry was put in mo- 
tion for the roads in his rear, to cut off his trains and develop any move- 
ment. It was soon ascertained that he was still in very heavy force all 


along our front, occupying a position strong by nature and improved by 
such work as could be done at night and by his reserves. In a short 
time reports from the cavalry informed me heavy trains were moving 
toward Eashville, some of the wagons loaded and all the ambulances 
filled with wounded. These were attacked at different places; many 
wagons were destroyed and hundreds of prisoners paroled. No doubt 
this induced the enemy to send large escorts of artillery, infantry, and 
cavalry with later trains, and thus the impression was made on our ablest 
cavalry commanders that a retrograde movement was going on. Our 
forces, greatly wearied and much reduced by heavy losses, were held 
ready to avail themselves of any change in the enemy’s position, but it 
was deemed unadvisable to assail him as then established. The whole 
day, after these dispositions, was passed -without an important move- 
ment on either side, and was consumed by us in gleaning the battle- 
field, burying the dead, and replenishing ammunition. 

At daylight on Friday, the 2d, the orders to feel the enemy and ascer- 
tain his position were repeated with the same results. The cavalry bri- 
gades of Wheeler and Wharton had returned during the night greatly 
exhausted from long-continued service with but little rest or food to 
either men or horses. Both commanders reported the indications from 
the enemy’s movements the same. AUowing them only a few hours to 
feed and rest, and sending the two detached regiments back to Pegram’s 
brigade, Wharton was ordered to the right flank across Stone’s Eiver, to 
assume command in that quarter and keep me advised of any change. 
Wheeler with his brigade was ordered to gain the enemy’s rear again, 
and remain until he could definitely report whether any retro^de inove- 
ment was being made. Before Wharton had taken his position, obser- 
vation excited my suspicions in regard to a movement having been made 
bv the enemv across Stone’s Eiver immediately in Brectoridge’s front. 
Reconnaissances by several staff officers soon developed the fact that a 
division had quietly crossed unopposed and established themselves on 
aSd uSer covS of an eminence, marked B on map No. 2,* from which 
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Lieutenant-General Polk’s line was both commanded and enfiladed. 
The dislodgment of this force or the withdrawal of Polk’s line was an 
evident necessity. The latter involved consequences not to be enter- 
tained. Orders were accordingly given for the concentration of the 
whole of Major-General Breckinridge’s division in front of the position 
to be taken, the addition to his command of ten 12-pounder Napoleon 
guns, under Oapt. F. H. Eobertson, an able and accomplished artillery 
ofacer, and for the cavalry forces of Wharton and Pegram, about 2,000 
men, to join in the attack on his right. Major-General Breckinridge 
was sent for and advised of the movement and its objects, the securing 
and holding of the position which protected Polk’s Hank and gave us 
command of the enemy’s by which to enfilade him. He was informed 
of the forces placed at his disposal, and instructed with them to drive 
the enemy back, crown the hill, intrench his artillery, and hold the posi- 
tion. To distract their attention from our real object, a heavy artillery 
fire was ordered to be opened from Polk’s front at the exact hour at 
which the movement was to begin. At other points throughout both-; 
lines all was quiet. General Breckinridge at 3.30 p. m. reported he ' 
would advance at 4 o’clock. Polk’s batteries promptly opened fire and 
were soon answered by the enemy. A heavy cannonade of some fifteen 
minutes was succeeded by the fire of musketry, which soon became gen- 
eral. The contest was short and severe; the enemy was driven back and 
the eminence gained, but the movement as a whole was a failure, and 
the position was again yielded. Our forces were moved, unfortunately, 
so far to the left as to throw a portion of them into and over Stone’s 
Eiver, where they encountered heavy masses of the enemy, while those 
against whom they were intended to operate on our side of the river had a 
destructive enfilade on our whole line. Our second lino was so close to the 
front as to receive the enemy’s fire, and, returning it, took their friends 
in rear. The cavalry force was left entirely out of the action. Learning 
from my own staff oflicers, sent to the scene, of the disorderly retreat 
being made by General Breckinridge’s division, Brigadier-General -Pat- 
ton Anderson’s fine brigade of Mississippians (the nearest body of troops) 
was promptly ordered to his relief ' / 

On reaching the field and moving forward, Anderson found himselflu 
front of Breckinridge’s infantry, and soon encountered the enemy’s light 
troops close upon our artillery, which had been left without support. 
This noble brigade, under its cool and gallantchief, drove the enemy back 
and saved all the guns not captured before its arrival. Capt. F. H. 
Eobertson, after the disabling wound received by Major fE. B.] Graves 
(General Breckinridge’s gallant and efficient chief of artillery), took the 
entire charge of all the artillery of the division in addition to his own. 
To his gallantry, energy, and fearlessness is due the smallness of our loss 
sustained- before the arrival of support— only throe guns. His report, 
herewith, marked 4, will show the important part he played in this 
attack and repulse. Before the end of the whole movement it was quite 
dark. Anderson’s command held a position next tlie enemy, corre- 
sponding nearly with our original line, while Breckinridge’s brigade 
commanders collected their scattered men as far as practicable in the 
darkness, and took irregular positions on Anderson’s left and rear. At 
daylight in the morning they were moved to the front and the whole 
line re-established without opposition. During the night, Major-General 
Cleburne’s division was retransferred to its.original position on the right, 
and Lieutenant-General Hardee directed to resume his command there 
and restore our line. 

On Sgturdajr morning, the 3dj our fbirces had been in line of battle fpr 
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five days and nights, with but little rest, having no reserves ; their bag- 
gage and tents had been loaded and the wagons were 4 miles off ; their 
provisions, if cooked at all, were most imperfectly prepared, with scanty 
means ; the weather had been severe from cold and almost constant 
rain, and we had no change of clothing, and in many places could not 
have .fires. The necessary consequence was great exhaustion of officers 
and men, many having to be sent to the hospitals in the rear, and more 
still were beginning to straggle ffiom their commands, an evil from which 
we had so far suffered but little. During the whole of this day the rain 
continued to fall with little intermission, and the rapid rise in Stone’s 
Eiver indicated it would soon be unfordable. Late on Friday night 
had received the captured papers of Major-General [A. McD.] McCook, . 
commanding one corps d!arm4e of the enemy, showing their effective i 
strength to have been very near, if not quitej 70,000 men. Before noon, J 
reports from Brigadier-General Wheeler satisfied me the enemy, instead j 
of retiring, was receiving re-enforcements. Common prudence and the 
safety of my army, upon which even the safety of our cause depended, 
left no doubt on my mind as to the necessity of my withdrawal from 
so unequal a contest. My orders were accordingly given about noon 
for the movement of the trains, and for the necessary preparation of 
the troops. " 

Under the efficient management of the different staff departments 
everything had been secured and transferred to the rear, including pris- 
oners, captured artillery, small-arms, subsistence, means of transporta- 
tion, and nearly all our wounded able to bear moving. No movement 
of any kind was made by the troops on either side during this most in- 
clement day until just at night, when a sharp skirmish occurred between 
Polk’s right and the enemy’s left flank, resulting in nothing decisive. 
The only question with me was, whether the movement should be made 
at once or delayed for twenty-four hours, to save a few more of our 
wounded. As it was probable we should lose by exhaustion as many as 
we should remove of the wounded, my inclination to remain was yielded. 
The whole force, except the cavalry, was put in motion at 11 p. m., and 
the army retired in perfect order to its. present position behind Duck 
Eiver without receiving or giving a shot. Our cavalry held the position 
before Murfteesborough until Monday morning, the 5th, when it quietly 
retired, as ordered, to cover our ftont. 

We left about 1,200 badly wounded, one-half of whom we learn have 
since died ftom the severity of their injuries ; about 300 sick, too feeble 
to bear transportation, and about 200 well men and medical officers as 
their attendants. In addition to this, the enemy had captured about 800 
prisoners from us. As the 1,200 wounded are counted once under that 
head among our losses, they should be exclfided in the general total. 

As an offset to this loss we had secured, as will appear from the report 
of my inspoctor-goiioral, liorowitlij markod A, considorably over 
prisoners ; had captured over thirty pieces of artillery, 6,000 stand of 
small-arms, a number of wagons, ambulances, mules, and harness, with 
a large amount of other valuable property, all of which was secured and 
appropriated to proper uses. Besides all this secured, we had destr(^ed 
liot less than 800 wagons, mostly loaded with various articles, such as 
arms, ammunition, provisions, baggage, clothmg, medicines^ and hos- 
pital stores. We had lost three pieces of artillery only— all in Breck- 

^''^number'of stand of colors (nine of which are forwarded with this 
report) were also captured on the field. Others known to have been 
taken have not been sent in. The' list, marked B, is herewith trans- 
mitted, 
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A tabular statement of our forces, marked 0, is berewitb submitted, 
showing the number of fighting men we had on the field on the morn- 
ing of December 31 to have been less than 35,000, of which about 30,000 
were infantry and artillery. Our losses are also reported in this same 
comprehensive table, so as to show how much each corps, division, and 
brigade suffered, and, in case of Breckinridge’s division, the losses are 
reported separately for Wednesday and Friday. These reports are 
minute and suggestive, showing the severity of the conflict, as well as 
when, where, and by whom it was sustained. 

Among the gallant dead the nation is called to mourn, none could have 
fallen more honored or regretted than Brig. Gens. James B. Eains and 
E. W. Hanson. They yielded their lives in the heroic discharge of duty 
and leave their honored names as a rich legacy to their descendants. 

Brig. Gens. James E. Chalmers and D. W. Adams received disabling 
wounds on Wednesday; I am happy to say not serious, but which de- 
prived us of their valuable services. Having been under my immedi- 
ate command since the beginning of the war, I can bear evidence to their 
devotion, and to the conspicuous gallantry which has marked their serv- 
ices on every field. 

For the sacred names of other heroes and patriots of lower grades -who 
gave their lives, illustrating the chara^jter of the Confederate soldier on 
this bloody field, I must refer to the reports of subordinate commanders 
and to the lists which will be submitted. 

Our losses, it will be seen, exceeded 10,000, over 9,000 of whom were 
killed and wounded. The enemy’s loss we have no means of knowing 
with certainty. One corps, commanded by Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crit- 
tenden, which-was least exposed in the engagement, reports ovi^r 5,000 
killed and wounded. As they had two other corps and a separate divis- 
ion (third of a corps) and their cavalry, it is safely estimated at 3,000 
killed and 16,000 wounded; adding the 0,273 prisoners, and wo have a. 
total of 26,273. 

Lieut. Gens. L. Folk and W. J. Hardee, commanding cOrps; Maj. Gens. 
J. M. Withers and P. E. Cleburne, commanding divisions, are specially 
commended to the Giovernment for the valor, skill, and ability displayed 
by them throughout the engagement. 

Brig. Gen. J. Patton Anderson, for the coolness, judgment, and cour- 
age with which he interposed his brigade between our retreating forces 
and the enemy, largely superior to him, on Friday evening, and saved 
our artillery, is justly entitled to special mention. 

Brig. Gens. Joseph Wheeler and John A. Wharton, commanding 
cavalry brigades,werepre-eminently distinguished throughouttlioaetion, 
as they had been for a month previous in many successive conflicts with 
the enemy. Under their skillful and gallant lead the reputation of onr 
cavalry has been justly enhanced. For the just commendation of other 
officers, many of whom were pre-eminently distinguished, I must refer 
to the reports of their more immediate commanders. 

To the private soldier a fair meed of praise is due ; and though it 
is so seldom given and so rarely exijected that it may be considered ont 
of place, I cannot, in justice to myself, withhold the opinion ever e,n- 
tertained and so often expressed during our struggle for independence. 
In the absence of the instruction and discipline of old armies, and of 
the confidence which long association produces between veterans, we 
have had in a great measure to trust to the individuality and self-reli- 
ance of the private soldier. Without the incentive or the moti v<^ which 
controls the officer, who hopes to live in history ; without .the hope of 
reward, and actuated only by a sen se of duty and of patriotism, ho has, 
in this great contest, justly judged that the cause was his own, and gone 
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into it mth a determination to conquer or die ; td be free or not to be 
at all. bTo encomium is too bigh, no honor too great for such a soldiery. 
However much of credit and glory may be given, and probably justly 
given, the leaders in our struggle, history wiU yet award the main honor 
where it is due — ^to the private soldier, who, without hope of reward, 
and with no other incentive than a consciousness of rectitude, has en- 
countered all the hardships and suffered aU the privations. Well has 
it been said, “'The first monument our Confederacy rears, when our 
independence shall have been won, should be a lofty shaft, pure and 
spotless, bearing this inscription, ‘To the unknown and unrecorded 
dead.’” 

The members of my staff, arduously engaged in their several duties 
before, during, and since the prolonged engagement, are deserving a 
mention in this report. Lieut. Cols. George G. Garner and G. W. Brent 
and Oapt. P. H. Thomson, adjutant and inspector general’s department; 
First Lieuts. Towson Ellis and F. S. Parker [jr.], regular aides-de-camp; 
Lieut. Ool. W. K. Beard, inspector-general; Lieut. Col. A. J. Hays, 
Provisional Army ; Majs. James Strawbridge, Louisiana infantry, and 
William Clare, late Seventh Alabama Volunteers, acting assistant in- 
spectors-general ; Lieut. Col. L. W. O’Bannon, chief quartermaster ; 
Maj. M. B. McMicken, assistant quartermaster ; Maj. J. J. Walker, chief 
commissary ; Majs. F. Molloy and G. M. Hillyer, assistants ; Lieut. Col. 
H. OUidowski, chief of ordnance ; Capts. W. H. Warren and O. T. Gibbes, 
and Lieut. W. F. Johnson, assistants; Capt. S. W. Steele, acting chief 
engineer, and Lieuts. H. C. Force, A. H. Buchanan, and J. K. P. McFall 
[assistant^ ; Lieut. Col. J. H. Hallonquist, acting chief of artillery ; First 
Lieut. E. H. S. Thompson, assistant ; Surg. A. J. Foard, medical director; 
Surg. E. A. Flewellen, assistant medical director; Actg. Surg. T. G. 
Eichardson, attendant on myself, staff, and escort; Cols. David Ur- 
quhart, of Louisiana, J. Stoddard Johnston, of Kentucky, and G. Saint 
Leger Grenfell, of England (the two former volunteer aides, long on 
my staff), served mo most efficiently. Maj. E. W. Baylor, assistant quar- 
termaster; Maj. B. C. Kennedy, assistant commissary of subsistence, 
and Lieut. WiUiam M. Bridges, aide-de-camp to the late Brigadier-Gen- 
eral f J. &] Duncan, reported just before the engagement and joined my 
staff, on which they served through the battle. 

Col. M. L. Clark, of the artillery (Provisional Army), being in Mur- 
freesborough on temporary service, did me the favor to join and serve 
on my staff during the engagement. , - tt 

His Excellency Isham G. Harris, Governor of Tennessee, and the Hon. 
Andrew Ewing, member of military court, volunteered their services and 
rendered me efficient aid, especially with the Tennessee troops, largely 
in the ascendant in this army. It is but due to a zealous and efficient 
laborer in our cause that I here bear testimony to the cordial support 
given me at all times since meeting him a year ago in West Tennessee 
by His Excellency Governor Harris. From the field of Shiloh, where he 
received in his arms the dying form of the lamented Johnston, to the 
last struggle at Murfreesborough, he has been one of us, and has shared 
all our privations and dangers, while giving us his personal and political 
influence with all the power he possessed at the head of the State gov- 
ernment. , _ , , , . . , 

To the medical department of the army, under the able adminisorii- 
tion of Surgeon Foard, great credit is due for the success which attended 
their labors. Sharing none of the excitement and glory of the field, 
these officers in their labor of love devote themselves silently and assid- 
uously to alleviate the sufferings of their brother soldiers at hours when 
others are seeking rest and repose. 
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The reports of subordinate commanders not yet received have been 
specially called for and are soon expected, when they will be promptly 
forwarded. 

During the time the operations at Murfreesborough were being con- 
ducted, important expeditions, under Brigadier-Generals Forrest and 
Morgan, were absent in West Tennessee and Northern Kentucky. The 
reports already forwarded show the complete success which attended 
these gallant brigadiers, and commend them to the confidence of the 
Government and gratitude of the country. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEAXTON BEAGG, 
General. Commanding, 


General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant [and Inspector] General^ Hichmond^ Va. 


[Indorsement.] 

Ad JUTANX AND INSPBOTOE GENERAL : 


Maech 0, 1803. 


Let this be copied at once for Congress, leaving out the clause of 
compliment to General Eosecrans. 

J. A. SEDDOF, 

Secretary. 


[Inolosnre.] 


Memoranda for general and staff officers, December 28, 1802. 


1st. The line of battle will be in front of Murfreesborough ; half of the 
army, left wing, in front of Stone’s Eiver ; right wing in rear of river. 

2(i. Polk’s corps will form left wing; Hardee’s coriw, right wing. 

3d. Withers’ division will form first line in Polk’s corps; Cheatham’s, 
the second line. Breckinridge’s division forms first line Hardee’s corps; 
Cleburne’s division, second line Hardee’s corps. 

4th. McCown’s division to form reserve, opposite center, onhigh ground, 
in rear of Cheatham’s present quarters. 

5th. Jackson’s brigade reserve, to the right flauk, to reimrt to Lieu- ' 
tenant-Goneral Hardee. 

6th. Two lines to be formed from 800 to 1,000 yards apart, according 
to ground. 

7th. Chiefs of artillery to pay special attention to posting of batteries, 
and supervise their work, seeing they do not causelessly waste their 
ammunition. 

8th. Cavalry to fall back gradually before enemy, I’cporting by cou- 
riers every hour. When near our lines, Wheeler will move to the right 
and Wharton to the left, to cover and protect our flanks and report 
movements of enemy ; Pegram to fall to the rear, and report to com- 
manding general as a reserve. 

9th. To-night, if the enemy has gained his position in our front ready 
for action, Wheeler acid Wharton, with their whole commands, will make 
a night march to the right and left, turn the enemy’s flauk, gain his rear, 
and vigorously assail his trains and rear guard, blocking the roads an<i 
impeding his movements every way, holding themselves ready to assail 
his retreating forces. 

10th. All quartermasters, commissaries, and ordnance oflicers will re- 
main at their proper posts, discharging their appropriate duties. Sup- 
plies and baggage should be ready, packed for a move fdrward or back- 
ward as the results of the day may require, and the trains should be in 
position, out of danger, teamsters all present, and quartermasters in 
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lltli. Sliould we be compelled to retire, Polk’s corps will move on 
Sbelbyvillc and Hardee’s on Manchester pike ; trains in front: cavalry 
in rear. 


♦ 

Lieutenant-General Polk, 

Gommmiding FoWs Govjps, 


BEAXTOE^ BEAGG, 
General^ Commanding, 


[Inclosure A.] 

Tabular statement shounng the number of prisoners captured by the Army 
of Tennessee^ under General Braxton Bragg^ while at MurfreesborougJi^ 
Tenn.^ 


At. Murfreesborough, during battle before that place 6,273 

At Hartsville, December 6, 1862 1,762 

Jiy Moi oxy.oiUtion into Kentucky, between December 24, 1862, and Jan- 

1,873 

By ForresVs expedition into West Tennessee, December 20, 1862 1, 530 


Total 


[Inclosure B.J 


11,438 - 

W. K. BEAED, 

Inspector- General, 


List a.nd description of flags ialcen by General Bragg\s army at Murfrees- 
borough, 

No. 1. — Bunting Stars and Stripes; regiment not known ; date not 
known ; name of captor not reported. 

No. 2.— Large silk Stars and Stripes; Thirty-ninth Illinois [Indiana] ; 
date not known ; name of captor not reported. 

No. 3.— Bunting Stars and Stripes ; regiment not known ; date not 
known ; name of captor not reported. 

No. 4.— Guidon (artillery); regiment not known; date not known; 
name of captor not reported. ^ 

No. 5. — Bunting Stars and Stripes; regiment not known; date not 
known ; name of captor not reported. 

No. C. — Silk Stars and Stripes; regiment not known; December 31, 
1802 ; captured by Private J. K. Leslie, Company 0, Fifth Arkansas, 
Liddell’s brigade. 

No. 7. — Eegimental standard (regulars) ; regiment not known ; De- 
cember 31, 1862 ; captured by Sergt. John F. Lovin, Company B, Third 
Confederate, Wood’s brigade. 

No. 8. — Silk Stars and Stripes (faded) ; Thirty-fourth Illinois ; Decem- 
ber 31, P" 2 ; captured by Colonel Locke’s Tenth Texas, Ector’s brigade, 
McCowhv/division. 

No, 9. — ^Fragment of silk Stars and Stripes; regiment not known; 
date not known ; name of captor not reported. 

No. 10. — Battle-flag of a regiment of General Polk’s corps, which was 
left on the held covered with its slain bearers, and recovered by General 
Adams’ brigade, of Breckinridge’s division, during his severe engage- 
ment December 31, 1862. 

These comprise but a small portion of the number of flags actually 
taken. Nothing is more difficult than to make officers send up these 
trophies, which the men seem to regard as their own, and are disposed 
of accordingly. General Cleburne deserves mention for collecting and 
forwarding his. 

A. J. HATS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Inspector- General^ Dept, tfo, %, 
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[Inolosure C.] 

Tal}ular statement showing the numl)er present for duty on the morning o/Dcccm&cr31, 1862; 
the number Mlled, woundcdj and missing, mid the percentage of loss in the 'battle of Mur^ 
freesborough. 


Command. 

Present fer duty. 

EaUed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Percentage of loss. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

d 

a 

.2 

'S 

W 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

POLK’S COUPS. 







\ 





Cheatham^s Division. 
















10 

08 

42 

533 

1 

16 

700 






8 

55 

23 

311 



809 






8 

19 

12 

151 


H 

198 


Smith’s brigade 




7 

98 

48 

516 

3 

85 

707 

.... 

Total 

454 

5, 090 

5,544 

28 

270 

125 

1,511 

4 

01 

1, 909 

30 

Withers' Division. 
















G 

47 

81 

502 


5 

.591 






8 

59 

82 

413 

i 

85 

r>.i8 






12 

118 

42 

578 


13 

7()8 


Anderson’s brigade 




3 

70 

84 

304 

.... 

16 

517 

.... 

Total 

C17 

7,957 

8,574 

29 

294 

189 

1,887 

1 

69 

2, 410 


Total Polk’s corps 

1, 071 

13, 047 

14,118 


564 

' 264 

3, 898 

5 

130 

’"J.Iih' 

34 

HABDBB’S CORl’B. 













Breckinridge's Division. 












Pillow’s brigade ...... 




6 

48 

32 

202 

2 

50 

425 


Pi*fistoTi’fl bingade .... 




4 

54 

28 

856 

4 

93 

539 


AdaiSifl’ bTigade 




8 

104 

24 

421 

1 

145 

703 


Hanson’s brigade 




10 

37 

32 

241 


78 

401 


Total 

613 

6, 540 

7, 053 

28 

288 

116 

1,310 

10 

866 

2, 068 

m 

Cleburne's Division. 










a 


Staff 






o 




2 


Wood’s brigade 




7 

45 

20 

819 

5 

108 

i r>04 


.Tfthnsion’fi brigade 




5 

56 

46 

412 

9 

48 

' 006 


Liddell’s brigade 




G 

80 

32 

471 


18 

! 607 


Polk’s brigade 




4 

26 

42 

256 

.. j 

19 

i 


Total 

840 

6, 176 

7, 016 

22 

207 

142 

1, 488 


i 198 

! 2,0(16 ’ 

20i 

Total Hardee’s corps 



'idToGT 

^50*^ 

~74^ 

['m 

2,'?98~ 

24 i 

1 559 

4,184 

1 29;i 

MoCown’s division 



4,414 


86 

i lof 

”‘6(il' 

r 

r 97 

962 

'm 

Jackson’s brigade 

81) 

785 

874 

1 

40 

11 

251 


I*"'."' 

808 


Total infintry and artillery 

2, 832 

80, G43 

38, 475 

116 

1, 185 

634 

7, 108 


786 

i™Hi7 

! 20^ 

Cavalry. 












Wheeler’s brigade 

124 

1,045 

1, 169 

5 

17 

12 1 

49 1 

3 

81 

167 


Wharton’s brigade 

158 

1, 792 

1,950 

2 

18 

11 

120 i 

4 

lOU 

261 


Pegram’s brigade (no return). . 

30 

450 

480 









Buford’s brigade 

52 

586 

688 


1 

2 

0 


1 ^ 

18 


Total cavalry 

864 

~M73^ 

4,287 

7 

36 

25 

178 

8 

395 

449 


Grand total 

8, 19G 

34,516 

87,712 


UtT 

659 

77286” 

'"if 

"liT 

"T6”26li 

27'^ 

i 


Tr the percentage of lose, the aggregate, 480, roT o; 

1 ‘ vrouncled, and missing was received, is to bo ' i 
ii" : .o-' : grand aggregate. 

TULnAHOMA, February 2, 1863. 


T... whom no 

T o:' cavalry, 

pBOUGB WK. BKOENT, 
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Tabular statement of the number present fat' dutif on December 31, 1862; the number of Mlledj 
wounded^ and missing, and the percentage of loss in the brigades of BrecUnridge’s division 
at the battle of Murfreesboro ugh. 


Breokiuridge’a diviaion. 

Present for duty. 

Commissioned 

officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Percentage of loss. 

Commissioned 

ollicerB. 

Enlisted men. 

Aggregate. 

Killed. 

ns 

a 

d 

§ 

Missing. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

DecGtiiber 31, 1SG2 : 


1 


1 






1 



Pillow’s . . 

120 

1, 446 

1,575 

1 ^ 

1 


1 

19 

1 

21 

23 


.i" ■ & 

143 

1318 

1 flfil 

2 i 

11 


14 

129 

7 

IfiO 

163 

84 

X IV-rCSlJVfll ■■ 1 ■ • \ m m m m 

Adams’ 

100 

1, 534 

1, 634 

7 

18 


75 

326 

118 

519 

544 

33! 

nauson’ s brigade \ . 

141 

1,752 

1, 893 





















Total 

513 

6,540 

7, 053 

10 

30 


90 

474 

12c 

690 

730 

10* 

Jamiavy 2, 1803: 













Pillow’s 




5 

31 

2 

42 

273 

40 

364 

402 

25i 

Prostou’s bi igado . - . . 




2 

17 

4 

40 

227 

86 

353 

376 

19| 

A dams’ brigado 




1 

6 

1 

29 

95 

27 

151 

159 

9£ 

Uaiisou’s brigade — 




10 

32 

3 

37 

241 

78 

356 

401 

21i 

Total 

513 

6, 540 

7,053 

18 

80 

10 

148 

836 

240 

1,224 

1,338 

19 


TvECAPITirLATIO]^. 

■ . " ' tlic several l)attles 7, 053 

, . 2,068 

Percentage of loss 


Headqttaetees Aemy op' Tennessee, 

Winchester, [Tmm.], January 8, 1863. 

SoLDiEES OP THE Aemy OP TENNESSEE ! Your gallaut deeds Lave 
•won the admiration of your general, your Government, and your country. 
For myself, I thank you, and am proud of you ; for them, I tender you 
the gratitude and praise you have so nobly -won. 

In a campaign of less than one month, in the face of •winter, your 
achievements have been unparalleled. Yon have captured more than 
10,000 prisoners, taken and preserved 30 pieces of artillery and 7,000 
small-arms, in addition to many thousands destroyed. You have, besides, 
captured 800 wagons, loaded chiefly with supplies, which have been 
destroyed or brought safely to your lines; and in pitched battles you 
Jiave driven the enemy before you, inflicting a loss at least three to one 
greafer than you have sustained. 

In retiring to a stronger position, without molestation from a superior 
force, you have left him a barren field in which to bury his hosts of 
slain, and to rally and recuperate his shattered ranks. Out oft’ from his 
Government, both by rail and telegraph, and deprived of supplies by 
the interruption of his communications, we shall yet teach him a severe 
lesson for the rashness of penetrating a country so hostile to his cause. 
Whilst the intantry and artillery defy him in front, our invincible cav- 
alry will assail him in flank and rear, until we goad him to another 
advance, only to meet another signal defeat. 

. I . — — — ' ■ 

* brifjjadc not in action, December 31, 1862. Deducting its strength, 1,893, 

percentage is 14| on December 31. 
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Tour general deplores, in common with you, the loss of your gallant 
comrades, who have fallen in our recent conflicts. Let their memories be 
enshrined in your hearts, as they will ever be tenderly cherished by 
their countrymen. Let it be youi-s to avenge their fate, and proudly to 
emulate their deeds. Eemember that your face is to the foe, and that 
on you rests the defense of all that is dear to freemen. Soldiers, the 
proudest reflection of your general’s life is to be known as the com- 
mander of an army so brave and invincible as you have proven. He 
asks no higher boon than to lead such men to victory. To share their 
trials, and to stand or fall with them, will be the crown of his ambition. 

’ BRAXTON BRAGG, 

General., Commanding. 


No. 191. 

Return of casualties in the Confederate forces. 

[Compiled from Domiuallists.] 


Command. 

KiUed. 

Woimdod. 

Missin 

D* 

Aggregate. 

OflScers. 

Enlisted men. 

TotaL 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

1 

POLK’S COUPS. 











CHBATHAM’S DIVISION. 











JDoneZson’s Brigade. 












4 

37 

41 

17 

248 

205 




300 

10th Tennessee 

1 

35 

30 

8 

147 

155 

1 

15 

10 

207 


1 

11 

12 

5 

08 

73 




85^ 

5l8t Tennessee 

1 

10 

11 

7 

05 

72 

« - » . 

3 

3 

80 



2 

2 


5 

5 
















Total 

7 

95 

102 

37 

533 

570 

1 

18 

19 

091 

St&uoa/rt's Brigade. 











4lhand 5tli Tennessee.. 

1 

7 

8 

6 

02 

08 




70 

IDth Tennessee. .......... 

2 

14 

10 

0 

305 

111 




127 

24tli Tennessee 

3 

6 

0 

5 

39’ 

44 




53 

31 at and 33d Tennessee .. 

1 

13 

14 

7 

04 

71 


2 

2 

87 

Stanford’s battery 

1 

2 

3 

•• 

7 

7 

... 

.. 


10 

Total 

8 

42 

60 

24 

277 

301 


2 

2 

;i53 

Ma/ney's Brigade. 











Ist Tennessee 


8 

8 

1 

74 

75 




83 

4 th Tennessee 


5 

5 

5 

44 

49 1 




54 

GMi and 9th Tennessee ... 


5 

5 

5 

27 

32 


K 

5 

42 

Munoy’s Sharpshooters . . 


1 

1 


4 

4 




5 

Sinitli’s battery 


1 

1 


4 

4 


"i’ 

‘’i* 

0 

Total 

--- 

20 

20 

11 

153 

164 

1— 

_ 

_ 

190 

Smith'8 Brigade. 











12th Tennessee 

1 

17 

18 

12 

125 

137 

... 

9 

9 

104 

13th Tennessee 

1 

12 

13 

6 

82 

88 

1 

8 

9 

110 

OfltTi TftTiTiAftJieft 

.... 

27 

27 

8 

74 

82 




109 


Oilicers killed. 


Col. William L. Moore, 
Capt. William Sadler, 
ana Lieuts. 'rhoimm (). 
Jiljickimll, A. G. Den- 
ton, and N. Martin 
K erhy. 

Capt. 1). C, Spnrloclc. 

Capt. B. IX. Holland. 

Caj)!. T. C, Campbell. 


Lieut *] . B. Fin'KUfton. 
Catit. S, J.A. BraJiieraud 
Lieut.S, <1 .Aberiutii V. 
Capt. Irwin and 

IneutH. iL B. Arnold 

and A. s. ■: 

Lieut. W.IM'’:;, 

Lieut, A. A. Uuniiu. 


LiouK tT, S. Fielder and 
J. H* Patterson. 
MnJ.l>eterH. Cole. 
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JReturn of casualties in the Confederate forces— Contmuedi. 


Killed. "Woimded. Missuag. 


Officers killed. 


S^nitlL's Cont’d. 

47tli Tennessee 


Oth Texas 

Allin’s Sliarpsliooters ... 


10 

11 

7 

56 

63 

1 

13 

14 

6 

78 

84 

... 

16 

18 

8 

94 

102 

1 


Scott’s battery . 
Total 


Capt James H. Sinclair, 
j Lieut. C. S. Hall. 

Lieuts. K. F. Luckett and 
E. B. Parham. 

Lieut. A. M. Bunch. Lt. 
J. B. J. Creighton died 
of wounds. 


Total 7 98 105 48 514 5C2 3 

Gi-and total Cheat- "iF ^ 277 lio" 1, 477 VSoT ” 
ham’s division. 

WITHEKS’ DIVISION. 

Beas* Brigade. 

1 nth Alabama 1 7 8 13 130 143 —. 

22d Alabama 2 9 11 6 77 83 


35 38 705 

61 65 1,939 


25tli Alabama . 


3 13 16 10 79 


2Ctli Alabama 4 4 6 70 76 

noth Alabama 3 3 9 83 92 

1 at Louisiana Kegr^lars.. 2 6 8 7 64 71 .... 

17tb Battalion Alabama 8 3 1 14 15 

Sharpshooters. 

Eobortson’s battery 19 19 .... 


164 Capt. Eobe: ' J. Tr‘'ril( v. 
94 Lieuts. J. UTwi 

J. H.WalI. 

109 Lieuts. W. 0. Gibson, A. 

A. Patterson, and H. 

B. Scofield. 


Lieuts. B. C. Cenas and 
Bringier Trist. 


Total 

Chalmers* Brigade. 


8 45 63 52 536 688 .... 31 31 672 


Stair 

7tli Mississippi.. 


1 1 .... 

S 9 12 9 88 97 .... 


0th Mississippi 8 8 6 66 71 

loth Mississippi 2 6 8 8 62 70 .... 

41st Mississippi 3 22 25 8 115 123 

Blythe’s (Mississippi) — 4 4 1 80 81 1 

r'cgiriKmt. 

OtlJ MissiHsippi Battalion — 7 7 — 22 22 — 

Shari»8hooters. 

Oarrity’s battery 3 3 2 18 20 — 


113 Capt. E. D. McDowell 
and Lts. H. J. M. Har- 
rigill and G.W. Jones. 
84 

84 Lieuts. J. F. Moseley and 
D. W. Owen. 

156 Lieuts. F. M. Betts, W. 
G. Kennedy, and P. H. 
McMahon. 


Total 

yValthalVs Brigade. 


8 69 67 84 401 435 1 39 40 642 


4.7th Alabama.. -. 
24th Mississippi.. 
27th Missls-sippi.. 


... 13 13 5 66 71 .... 

...8 8 6 103 108 .... 

2 9 11 6 66 71 .... 


2l)th Mississippi.. 


30th Mississippi.. 


4 30 84 14 188 202 


6 57 63 10 136 146 


39th North Carolina.. 
Barret’s battery 


Lieut. Col. James L. An- ‘ 
try and Lient. M. 6. 
jEdwards. 

C^t. H. J. Harper and 
Lieuts. W. G. Barks- 
dale^^W. A. McDaniel, 
andE. S. Spencer. 

Lieuts. T. W. Booue, G. 
■W. Hope, W. J. Mc- 
Guire, J. 0. McIntyre, 
D, E. Patton and B. B. 


83 

4 

36 

4 

.... 

. 6 

6 

44 

4 

ISieut. John "W. Ehea. 

596 

'~638 

— 

. 14 

'll 

783 
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Scturn of casualties hi the Confederate forces — Coutimied. 



Killed. 

"Wounded. 

Missing. 





A 



pa 



d 




€oinman(l. 


o 

n 



1 



1 


Oi 

■H 

Odicors killed. 


« 

u 

I 

t 

"o 

o 

u 

m 

*r) 

<v 

1 

pa 

"o 

o 

o 

<Xi 

.s 

'fl 

"o 

d 

bt 

<u 

pH 

to 

bU 



O 


H 

o 

W 


o 

W 


<1 


Anderson's Brigade. 

24t}i A]al)aina 

1 

19 

20 

3 

92 

95 


3 

3 

118 

Capt. -William D. Smith. 


1 

16 

17 

11 

77 

88 



11 

11 

IJG 

Kot, jiscort!UU<‘,d. 



]1 

31 

6 

71 

77 



. 

8S 


loth South f'r ■ ■■■*! — 


16 

16 

6 

85 

91 

.... 

2 

2 

109 

Maj. John A. Crowdiu* 
and Liouk J. T. Korris 


7 

8 

8 

C4 

72 




80 



















died ot‘ wemuds. 



1 

1 


5 

5 




G 














Total. 

3 

70 

73 

34 

394 

428 


10 

16 

517 










Grand total With- 

IT 

iiir 

324' 

163 

1,927 

2,089 

~r' 

100 

101 

2, 514 


era’ division. 












Grand total Polk’s 

“sT 

SJT 

oof 

283" 

3, 404 

si^osiT 

~T 

IGl" 

ioF 

47453 ' 


corps. 












HAPJDEE’S COBPS. 












BRECKINRIDGE’S DIVISION. 












A darns' Brigade, Decern- 












ler 31. 












32d Alahama 

2 

19 

21 

4 

80 

84 


21 

21 


Limits. J. »T, Keitli and 








Ihi’iim Slay. 

LiiMits. iX 0. Levy and B. 

13th and 20th Louisiana. . 

2 

18 

20 

30 

79 

89 

.... 

78 

78 

187 












0 . Smith. 

16th and 25th Louisiana. . 

3 

34 

37 

3 

ir,c 

1.59 

.... 

17 

17 

213 

Colmud t ink snid Lieuts. 
j J I ('ury G r<*i{;ory and A . 

llanlett. 

Austin’s Sharpshooters .. 


4 

4 

1 

8 

9 

3 


o 

2 

1 L5 


Sln<*OTfDh’s hf^'titiOry 



3 




I 3 













Total Decenjher 31 . . 

jj 

75 

83 


326 

344 

.... 

m 

118 

544 


Adams' Brigade, Janu- 





i 







ary 2. 


















2 

o 


. 


0 


! ■ a. «: -J :.i 1 ■ ... 




'i 

74 

79 

"i 

23 

*24 

129 

Lieut. Charles Jlephuni. 

16th and 25th Louisiana.. 


4 

> 4 

1 

36 

17 


4 

4 

25 

Austin’s Sharpshooters .. 









Slocomh’s battery 


”i 



o 

2 




3 












Total January 2 

1 

30 

31 

U 

94 

100 

1 

'9r 

28 

150 


Tot.^l 'Dcccirho: 31 

"T 

105" 

irr 

"sT 

420 

~ 444~ 


HrT 

140 

"~703 


and Janua!\ 2. 












Pillow's Brigade, Decern- 






! 






her 31. 












18th Tennessee 





33 

3 

.3 




13 

5 


2Gth Tennessee 


”i 

i 



.... 

‘T 


28th Tennessee 











45th Tennessee.. 

r’’’ 

i 



4 

...... 




r> 


Moses’ battery... 
























Total December 31 . . 


2 

“ 


20 

20 


1 

1 

23 



* * ** 


LISiL 





Pillow's Brigade, Janu- 












ary 2. 












18th Tennessee.... 

2 

15 

17 

10 

91 

107 


8 

8 

132 

Cant. John Dick and 
Lieut. Sam’l M. Smith. 

20th Tennessee 



1 

8 

0 

7 

71 

49 

7fi 

60 


17' 

9 

17 

9 

105 

70 

r . 7 *- -. ■ * . 

28th Tennessee 

3 

8 

11 

7 


' ' ■ ' ' . . ■ ■ 






i ■ I’; ■ 

and J. M. Saylors. 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers killed. 

i 

s 

I 

s 

a 

'd 

0) 

W 

*3 

■§ 

H 

0 

0 

s 

g 

a 

■i 

rS 

.-5 

1 

1 

2 

§ 

i 

1 

1 

3 

B 

Pillow's Brigade, Janu- 
ary 2--Continue(l. 

45111 Tennessee 

Moses’ battery 


12 

12 

2 

77 

4 

79 

4 

1 

16 

17 

108 

4 

C^t. J. W. Watkins and 
Lient. P. B. Cros- 
thwait. 

# 

Capt. E. E. Wright. 

Lieuts. J. T. Hardaway 
and N. B. Lenderman. 

Maj. Willis S. Roberta, 
Capt. William P. Bram- 
blett, and Lieuts. Geo. 
B. Burnley, Nathaniel 
D. Clayton, Robert 
Dunn, and Green F. 
Higginson. 

Capt. G. TJtterback. 

Total January 2 — 





.. 



c 

43 

49 

32 

292 

324 

1 

50 

51 

425 

Total December 31 
and January 2. 

Preston's Brigade, Decern- 
her 31. 

1st and 3d DlorUla 

4tb Florida 

COtli North Carolina 

20th Tennessee 

Wright’s battery 

~~G 

45 

51 

32 

312 

"344^ 

__ 

"51’ 

52*' 

”448~ 

'‘2* 

2 

6 

1 

6 

2 

6 

1 

8 

2 

1 

2 

5 

13 

49 

27 

40 

15 

50 

29 

45 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

4 

19 

67 

34 

63 

Total December 31 . . 

Preston's Brigade, Janu- 
ary 2, 

1st and 3d Florida 

4th Florida 

'* ■' r . 

Total January 2 — 

Total December 31 
and January 2. 

Hanson's Brigade. 

41st Alabama 

2d Kontuohy 

4th ICentuclcy 

Olh Kentucky 








0 



2 

15 

17 

10 

129 

139 

1 

6 

7 

163 


5 

28 

2 

2 

3 

5 

28 

2 

2 

4 

4 

6 

*9’ 

1 

69 

73 

29 

47 

7 

73 

79 

29 

56 

8 

*••• 

41 

30 

10 

7 

2 

41 

30 

10 

7 

2 

119 

137 

41 

65 

14 

1 

40 

IT 

"io" 

225 

245 


00 

DO 

376 

3 

”5^ 


10" 

354 

”384 



'W 

‘lio* 

2 

*'6' 

1 

14 

13 

6 

1 

.-=1 

16 

13 

12 

2 

4 

9 

6 

8 

90 

61 

43 

21 

94 

70 

40 

29 

.... 

38 

21 

8 

14 

38 

21 

8 

14 

148 

104 

69 

45 

Cobb’s battery 

Total 

.... 

”3' 

”3’ 

.... 

3 

3 


iii: 

:::: 

6 

9 

37 

46 

27 

218 

245 

— 

81 

81 

372 

Grand total Breck- 
inndgo’s division. 

liT 

2^ 

ioT 

liT 

i, 304 

1,417 

_ 

373 

ST?" 

2,061 

cr.unuuNK’s division. 

Stair 




2 


2 




2 


^Yood's Brigade. 




1 

8 


1 

142 




1 

166 

Lieuts. DavidB. Bentley, 
B. W. Garland, Lewis 
E. Jackson, Robert W. 
Boebnok, and Benja* 
min H. Bnssell. 



16th Alabama 

5 

*19* 

*24* 

134 





* Notk on original return. — ^^ThoNintliKentxiclsy, Col.,TliomasH. Hunt, iDeing 
detached at Manchester, Tenn., no report has been received.’’ 
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Killed. 

■V^otinded. 

o^issing. 



Command. 


i 

s 



§ 

a 



§ 

a 


■+5 

Officers killed. 


00 

<D 

•3 

2 

a> 

u 

% 

.■§ 

’i 

sS 

OD 

u 

Cj 

.2 

'« 

eS 

6D 

ai 

^0 




•3 


ss 

'3 

■o 

sa 

d 

O 




§ 


H 

o 


H 

o 

W 

H 



Wood's Cont’d. 












33d Alabama 


, 14 

14 

3 

83 

86 



1 

3 

lOX 




5 

5 

3 

24 

27 



37 

37 

09 



1 

4 

5 

4 

35 

30 

0 

G4 

70 

114 

Captu JT. n. Frazier. 

iStTi Battalion" Mississip- 

1 

2 

3 


25 

25 

— 

5 

5 

33 

Capi I). CloU*m:ui. 

pi Sharpaliootors. 


1 

1 

1 

18 

19 




20 



- • •• 








Total i 

7 

45 

52 

20 

319 

339 

6 

107 

113 

504 












Johnson's Brigade. 










1 


Staff. 




2 


2 




2 



T 

10 

17 

10 

154 

IGl 

G 

20 

20 

207 

C.ipt. F.3kt. Orr. 



3 

3 

o 

38 

40 


8 

8 

51 


1 

15 

IG 

11 

78 

80 

2 

13 

15 

120 

T -• CJ., iHom. 

37tli Tcnnossoo * . . 

1 

10 

11 

G 

45 

51 


6 1 

0 

(IK 

■| ■. !. 1 ..’eynoIdM. 

44tli Tennessee 

1 

13 

14 

15 

121 

130 

1 

1 

2 

152 

ld<‘iit J.d. Hill. 






6 

0 




() 




'■ 

* 





... 


• 

Tnffll 

4 

67 

G1 

40 

442 

488 

0 

48 

57 

GOG 









LiddelVs Brigade. 




1 








Staff. 




1 

2 

3 




3 


2d Ar1fn.TiflflA- 


15 

11 

20 

15 

1 

93 

94 


9 

0 

ns 



1 

12 

20 

0 

120 

135 


1 

1 

148 

Li('nt. A.»T. 

6tli and 7tli Arkansas .... 

3 

12 

128 

140 

.... 

8 

8 

177 

Copt. tJ. 'l\ Armstrong 












and tf. L. Mo 

Collniu and H<*nv\ 
Fisher. 

fifh Ai’lrn.nsn.s - 

4 

25 

29 

10 

114 

124 




153 

T. rr, Beard. R. li. 
Cal<\ (hilviii Mast, ami 












IJ.J.MeOurdy. 

Sxvetit’R battety 


1 

1 


7 

7 




8 












Total... 

8 

78 

80 

IT 

! 470 

503 


IF 

[IT 

007 








Polk's Brigade. 












1st Arkansas.... 


11 

11 

0 

SI 

90' 


1 

1 

102 

• 

ISth. and 16tli Arkansas . - 


4 

4 

9 

47 

69 


6 

5 

08 


5th Confederate 


7 

7 

55 

04 


12 

12 

S3 

• 

2d Tennessee 

*2 

2 

4 

0 

53 

69 


03 

Cant, C. V. Mf>nre and 
Lieut Gifford. 









5th Tennessee 


1 

1 

1 

23 

24 




25 


Calvert’s battery 


3 

3 


2 

2 


"i 

'i* 

0 












Total 

2 

"ii" 

30 

37 

201 

298 


10 

IF 

347 










Grand total Cle* 

IT: 

208 : 

S”: 

lie" 

1,152" 

1, 630 ' 

15 

iiir 

2oF 

Fogg" 


hume’s division. 










Grand total Hai> 

47 

sr 

STi 

isT 

ICtso*; 

Mi7 

ir 

506" 

iwF 

iTm 


dee’s corps. 










McCOTOT’S BIVISIOK. 












Ector's Brigade. 












Staff. 




2 

2 

4 




4 


10th Texas Cavalry* 


‘io’ 

*i6‘ 

12 

81 

93 

.... 

*14* 

‘is’ 

118 

Ti.nS. V. r;::-v. T.. 

(I. Hi a::'! •). M. 















I :i rs'<ir:iiliv 

woimd<Ml 

11th Texas Cavalry * 


8 

8 

10 

79 

89 

3 

16 

38 

115 

Cfd John C. Bnrks nior- 

Tiisly ^v«,;iml>'d. 





^ Dismounted. 
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Eeturn of casualties in the Covfedei' ate forces — Continued. 


Command. 


JEctor's JSriffade—Cont'H. 


14tli 'I'cxas Cavalry 

IGih T<‘xaa Cavalry* 

l)oiiy;Ia8’ battory *. . 


Total 


Rains^ Jirigade. 
3d Ceoraia Battalion. 


‘)th Goor.afi* '1. “ ■: 

2ntu North \ -I 

1 Itb 'rcnnoHMro.... . ... 
K n t'ai > la ( A la. ) aV vtillory . 


KiUed. 


T(ftal . 


McNair's Rrigade. 


lat Arkansaa Bifloa 

2d Arkansas liitlcH 

4th ArK»nsa.s 

4t)i Ai’kimsas Baltjiliou . 
3()tU Arkansas 


Hninphroya’ battc^ry 

Total 

Escort company 


OrTnnd total Mc- 
Cown’s division, t 

JaVCICSOK’S BKIGADE. 
nth Georgia 


2<1 Georgia Battalion 

SharpsliootcrH 

rail MisHiHsippi....* 

ftth MisslHSijipi 


Total! . 


28 


20 


4 38 


2 


88 


37 


28 


20 


"Wotmded. 


10 


39 


237 


20 


42 1 02 


02 ,111 


41 


Missing. 


33 


141 101 


82 


278 


658 


48 


20 

06 

101 


23 241 


330 


709 


48 


29 

74 

113 


43 


18 


47 


109 


48 


18 


52 


119 


352 


199 


95 

120 

79 

29 

95 


424 


980 


32 
, 80 
133 


305 


Officers killed. 


Lient. W. L. Prior mor. 
tally -wounded. 




Capt Thomas P. Spence. 
Lieut. ^ 

Capt. > ■* . B. « and 
Lieut. D.u, VViigni. 


Col. William T. Black 
and Lieut. J. W. Ea- 
son. 

Capt. J*. H. Morgan. 
Lieut J. J. Hood. 


BECAPITHLATXOH. 


Bolk’s corps 

Hardee’s corps 

McCown’s division 
Jackson’s brigade., 

Grand totiil§.. 


, 54 
, 47 
. 4 
. 4 

r>47 

450 

88 

37 

601 

497 

93 

41 

282 

251 

111 

23 

3,404 
1, 790 
058 
241 1 

3, 680 
3, 047 
709 
264 

5 

18 

10 

161 

565 

100 

166 

583 

119 

4,453 

4,127 

980 

305 




. m 

nii 

1230 

007 

6,099 

7, 766 

33 

835 

868 

0, 805 


^ Dismounted. 

tKotes on original lists indicate that all these casualties, except 4 of the wounded 
in Kains’ hrigacle, occurred December 31, 1862. 

t Note on original list indicates that all these, except 1 man wounded January 2, 
18(53, occurred near Cowan^s house, between 12 noon and 4 p. m., December 31, 1862. 

j No nominal lists for Buford^s, Wharton’s, or Wheeler’s cavalry brigades j but see 
Inolosnre C to Bragg’s report, p. 674. No returns from Pegram’s cavalry bngade. 
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KY., MID. AND E, TENN., N. ALA., AND SW, VA. [Chap. XXXU. 

y [Addenda.] 

^ HEADQDARTEES BRECKlNRIDaE’S DIVISION, 

TuUahoma^ Tenn.^ January 12, 1863. 

General Braxton Beago, <7. 8. Army : 

General : In answer to your letter of yesterday,^ I have the honor 
, to state that, in a council at your headquarters, on the evening of the 
'< 3d of January, at which Lieutenant-Generals Polk and Hardee and 
I Major-General Cleburne were the other officers present, I advised you 
|to retire from before Murfreesboroiigh the same night. About 12 o’clock 
"of that day, Lieutenant-General Hardee informed me that a retrograde 
movement had been resolved ui)on, and as my division was to cover the 
movement of his corps, he authorized me to make i)reliminary arrange- 
ments, but directed me not to give a final order; and also desired me 
to be present at your headquarters at 7 o’clock in the evening. During 
that afternoon the baggage and ordnance trains were moved down t}H‘. 
Shelbyville and Manchester turnpikes, as I understood, by your order. 
The question at the conference on the evening of the 3d was, not whether 
the army should fall back (that movement liad been determined on, 
and in part executed, before I was called into council), but wlndher the 
movement of the troops should be postponed for twenty-four hours, to 
communicate with General Wheeler (then supposed to be near La. 
Yergne), and more thoroughly to close up our rear. 1 advised that tln^ 
movement should take place that night; and it is just to you to add 
that if I had been in consultation on the morning of that day, when it 
was resolved to retire, I would have approved the movement. 1 do not 
enter into the reasons which governed my advice, since your communi- 
cation does not ask for them, but confines itself to the necessity of the 
retreat at the time it was commenced. 

In obedience to your wishes, I have this day had a confereiu^e with 
the brigade commanders of my division, Generals Pillow and Preston 
and Colonels Trabueand Gibson. These gentlemen were not sure as to 
the points upon which you desired their views, since they •were not called 
into council on the question of retiring the army. But, alter ca.refully 
reading your letter, they supposed that you desired their opinion in re- 
gard to the retreat, and to the confidence, or want of it, in you as a com- 
mander, on the part of the officers and troops. Accordingly, acting with 
the candor which you invoke, they request me tosa.y that, in their opinion, 
the conduct of the military operations jn front of Murfreesborough made 
it necessary for our army to retire. \They also request me to say iliat. 
while they entertain the highest respect for your patriotism, it is th<‘ir 
opinion that you do not possess the confidence of the army to an cxt<mt. 
which will enable you to be useful as its commander. In this opinion 
I feel bound to state that I concurr ' 

You state as within your own knolvledge that staff oljQ<iei'S of your gen- 
erals have persistently asserted that our retreat w^as made in opposition 
to the wishes of their chiefs. I can speak only for my own staff, aiid 
have the honor to state that, after thorough inquiry, 1 have reason to 
believe that representations of the character to which you refer have 
not been made by any member of my staff*. 

In closing, general, I have the honor to state that the brigade com- 
manders of my division spoke of you throughout in terms of high per- 
sonal respect, and to add that in this regard I fully share their feelings. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN 0. BEECKINIUDGK, 

Major • Oencra 1. 

^ See Inclosnre No, 1, Polk to Davie, Fehrnary 4, 1803, p. OIM). 
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i/^\ 

Tullahoma, Tenn., January 12, 1863. 
General Braxton Brag-g, Commanding, &c,: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
of yesterday,^ in which, after informing me of the assaults to which you 
are subjected, you invoke a response in regard to the propriety of the 
recent retreat from Murfreesborough, and request me to consult my sub- 
ordinate commanders in reference to the topics to which you refer. 
You will readily appreciate the delicate character of the inquiries you 
institute, but I feel, under the circumstances, that it is my duty to reply 
with the candor you solicit, not only from personal respect to yourself^ 
but from the magnitude of the public interests involved. 

In reference to the retreat, you state that the movement from Mur- 
freesborough was resisted by you for some time, after advised by your 
corps and division commanders. No mention of retreat was made to me 
until early on the morning of the 3d of January, when Lieutenant Eich- 
inond, of General Polkas staif, read me the generaPs note to you, and in- 
formed me of your verbal reply. I told him, under the circumstances, 
notliingcouldbe done then. About 10 o’clock the same day I met you 
])ersonally at your quarters, in compliance with your request, Lieutenant- 
General Polk being present. You informed me that the papers of Gen- 
eral McCook had been captured, and, from the strength of his corps 
( 1 8,000), it appeared that the enemy was stronger than you had supposed : 
that General Wheeler reported he was receiving heavy re-enforcements, 
and, aftei^ informing us of these facts, suggested the necessity of retreat, 
and asked my opinion as to its propriety. Having heard your statements 
and views, I fully concurred, and it was decided to retreat. No prepara- 
tion was made by me or my division commanders to retreat which was 
resisted by you f or some time, and I recall your attention to the fact. 
Afterwafcl7in the evening, about 7 o’clock, we met to arrange details, 
and the retreat being ^till deemed advisable, and having been partially 
executed, 1 concurred in an immediate movement, in view of the heavy 
losses we had sustained, and the condition of the troops. 

You also request me to consult my subordinate commanders, stating 
that General Smith has been called to Bichmoud, with the view, it was 
supposed, to supersede you, and thait you will retire without regret, if 
you have lost the good opinion of your generals, upon whom you have 
ever relied as upon a foundation of rock. I have conferred with Major- 
General Breckinridge and Major-General Cleburne in regard to this 
matter, and I feel that frankness compels me to say that the general 
officers, whose judgment you have invoked, are unanimous in the opinion 
that a change in the command of this army is necessary. In this opinion 
I concur. I feel assured that this opinion is considerately formed, and 
with the highest respect for the purity of your motives, your energy, 
and your personal character; but they are convinced, as you must feel, 
that'the peril of the country is superior to all personal considerations. 

You state that the staff officers of your generals, joining in the pub- 
lic and private clamor, have, within your knowledge, persistently as- 
serted that the retreat was made against the opinion and advice of their 
chiefs. I have made inquiries of the gentlemen associated with me, and 
they inform me that such statements have not been made or circulated 
bv them. 

"l have the honor, general, to assure you of my continued respect and 
consideration, and to remain, your obedient servant, 

’ W. J. HAEDBE, 

Lieutenant- General. 

^ See IncloBure No. 1, Polk to Davis, February 4, 1863, p. 699. 
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' / Headquaetees Pole’s Ooeps, 

^ Shelby ville, January 13, 1SG3. 

G-eneral Eeaxton Beagg : 

Since this army commenced falling back from Murfreesborough, I 
have, npon all occasions, publicly and privately, stated that I, mysell', 
was one of the first to suggest the movement, and liilly indorsed it. 

B. r. CHEATHAM, 

'>'1 Major-General, Commanding. 


Tullahoma, January 13, 1SC3. 

General Beaiton Beagg, 

Commanding Army of Tennessee : ' 

Geneeal : I have received your communication of Iho 1 1th instant,* 
with inclosures, and will answer candidly, as yon desire. I understood 
the retrograde movement to have been decided npon, and partially exe- 
cuted, before we met in council on Saturday night, the 3(1 instant, and 
the only question presented to me, and the only (piestion before us tlu'-re, 
to be, whether the movement should be suspeiuhsl, as far as practicabh', 
for twenty-four hours. To this I rei)licd tliat, in my opinion, it could 
be suspended. I offered advice on no other i)oint. Siibse.quent.ly, on 
learning fully the condition of General Polk’s corps and General Breck- 
inridge’s division, I felt it my duty to say to you that in answerijig as 
I had just done I had looked only to the condition of my own division ; 
that it had been successful in the fight, and, notwithstanding its loss(>s 
and weariness, was still capable of making a firm resistamio ; that 1 was 
also influenced by the fact that my men had had no sleep the previotis 
night, having suffered and repelled a night attack of the enemy, and 
immediately thereafter been moved from the extreme left to the right 
of the army, which led me to fear that, in case of a retreat, involving, 
as it must, the loss of another night’s rest, large numbers of my men 
would fall out by the way, and I might in tliis manner lose as many as 
in an attack by the enemy in our then position. I further stated that, 
in case the enemy attacked us, I believed the chances were in favor of 
our repulsing him, but that it might turn out otherwise, and that it was 
for you to decide whether our cause should be risked on a cast the issue 
of which was doubtful ; that I believed the final success of our cause 
depended in a great m(3asure upon the safety of this army. 
fT. have consulted with all my brigade commanders at this place, as you 
request, showing them your letter and inclosures, and they unite with 
me in personal regard for yourself, iu a high appreciation of your 
patriotism and gallantry, and in a conviction of your great (iapacity for 
/organization, but at the same time they see, with regr<}t, and it has* also 
[met my observation, that you do not possess the confidence of the army 
iin other respects in that degree necessary to secure success. 

I have, general, the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient s(!rvant, 

P. K. OLEBUKNE, 

Major-General. 

• See Inolosnre No. 1, Polk to Davis, February 4, 1863, p. 69U. 
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No. 192. 

Heport of Lieut. Gen. Leonidas PolJCy G. 8. Army^ commanding Army 
Corps y with resulting correspondence. 

Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 

Winchester^ Tenn..^ March 24, 1863. 

Sir : I Lave tLe Lonor to transmit the report by Lieut. Gen. L. Polk, 
with those of division and brigade commanders, of the operations of his 
eorxis at the battle of Murfreesborough. This report, though dated 
February 28, was only transmitted, as will be seen by its accompanying 
letter, on the 21st, and was received at this office on March 22. The 
accompanying map* has some inaccuracies in regard to troops and oper- 
ations not under the general’s command, but not to the extent of mate- 
rially affecting its usefulness. The general requests leave of absence 
for an officer of his staff to carry this report to Eichmond and transact 
other official business for his corps. I request the officer named be 
ordered to deliver the report to the Adjutant-General, but be confined 
to that specific duty. All other official business must be transacted 
through these headquarters. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEAXTON BEAGG, 
General^ Commanding. 

Col. B. S. Ewell, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ &c. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Headquarters Polk’s Corps, Army op Tennessee, 

8helbyvilley Tenn.^ March 21, 1863. 

I have the honor herewith to transmit my official report of the battles 
before Murfreesborough, with accompanying statements and map.*' I 
send also copies of the report of Major-General [B. E.] Ohgatham, and 
of the brigade, regimental, and battery commanders of his division; 
also a list of its casualties. Major-General [J.M.] Withers, having been 
absent on sick leave since the battle, has not sent me his report. It will 
bo forwarded in a few days. The report of brigade, regimental, and 
battery commanders of his division, with a list of casualties, have been 
already forwarded to you. As these papers are of importance, and as 
1 have otlier matters of interest to my corps to be attended to, I have 
to respectfully request that 1 be permitted to send a staff officer with 
them to Eichmond. Lieut. P. B. Spence, who is the bearer of this, is 
the oilicer I desire to send. To accomplish this, I ask for him fifteen 
days’ leave of absence. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Lieutenant- General^ Commanding. 

Col. George William Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosnro No. 2.] L-^ 

Hdqrs. Poliv’s Corps d’Armee, Army op Tennessee, 
Shclbyville^ Tenn.^ February 28, 1863. 

Sir : I have tbe honor to submit tbe Mlowing as my official report 
of the operations of my corps in the battles on Stone’s Eiver, in front 
of Murfreesborough; 

One of my brigades (that of General Maney) was on outpost duty in 

* To appear in Atlas. 
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front of Stewart’s Creek, and, with a cavalry brigade under General 
Wheeler, was held in observation. The enemy made a general forward 
movement on the 26th in their immediate front, and they were ordered 
to retire slowly upon the line of battle which the general commanding 
had decided to adopt— on Stone’s Eiver, a short distance from Murfrees- 
borough. 

On the evening of the 28th, my brigades struck their tents and retired 
their baggage trains to the rear, and on the morning of the 29th tliey were 
placed in line of battle. As the brigades composing the division of 
Major-General Withers had not been engaged in any heavy battle since 
that of Shiloh, I placed them iu tbe first line.* They extended from the 
river, near the intersection of the Nashville turnpike and railroad, south- 
ward across the Wilkinson pike to the Triune or Franklin road, in a 
line irregular, but adapted to the topography. The division of Major- 
General Cheatham was posted in the rear of that of Major-General 
Withers, as a support! ng force. The division of Major-G eneral McCo wn, 
of Lieut. Gen. Kirby Smith’s army corps, was iu i>rol«>ng.ui<>n of that 
of General Withers, on the left, having that of Major-General Cleburne, 
of Lieutenant-General Hardee’s corps, as its sui)porling force. Major- 
General Breckinridge’s division, of Lientenaut-Gencra.1 Hardee’s corps, 
occupied the ground on the east side of the river, iu the line of Major- 
General Withers, on the right. The enemy moved forward, and our 
outposts fell back slowly and took their place in the line of battle on 
the 29th. 

On the 30th, iu order to discover the ]) 08 itiou at which we proposed 
to offer battle,.he moved up cautiously, shelling his front heavily as he 
advanced. The cannonading was responded to along our line, and the 
theater of impending conflict was si)ccdily determined. On the left, of 
my line the skirmishing became very active, and my left brigades, front 
aind rear, became hotly engaged with the line which was being forme<l 
immediately before them. The enemy ])ressed forward very heavily 
with both artillery and infantry, and a shari> contest ensued, iu whie.li 
ho attempted, with several regiments, to take one of my batteries by 
assault, but was repulsed in the most decisive manmu'. In this ])re- 
liminary onset many lives were lost on both sides. Jt was, from its 
severity, an appropriate introduction to the great battle of the ensuing 
day and prepared our troops for the work before them. Twilight fol- 
lowing soon after, the enemy settled around his bivouac lires for the 
night. 

Orders were issued by the general commanding to attacik iu the morn- 
ing at daybreak. The attack was to be made by the extreme left, and 
the whole line was ordered to swing around from left to right upon my 
right brigade as a pivot. Major-General Breckinridge, on the extreme 
right and across the river, was to hold the enemy iu observation on tluit 
flank. 

At the appointed time the battle opened, evidently to the surprise of' 
the opposing army. Major-General McOown, who was acting under the 
orders of Lieutenant-General Hardee, was uiiou them before they were 
prepared to receive him. He captured several batteries and one brig- 
adier-general, wounded another, and drove three brigades — those com- 
posing the division of Brigadier-General [R. W,] Johnson— in confusion 
before him. He was followed quickly by Major-General Cleburne as a 

* The division of Major-General tVitliers was placed in the fi-ont lino liy aiy order. 
See memoranda to general and staff officers, accoinpunying iiiv reixirt. 

• DR'AXTON BRAGG, 

General, Commandina. 
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supporting force, who occupied the space left vacant by the forward 
movement of McCown between the left of my front line and McOown^s 
right. Opposing him in that space was the Second Division, of Major- 
General [A. McD.] McCook’s corps, under the command of Brig. Gen. 
J. 0. Davis, to confront which he had to wheel to the right, as the right 
of General McCook’s corps was slightly refused. Cleburne’s attack, 
following so soon on that of McCown, caught the force in his front also 
not altogether i^repared, and the vigor of the assault was so intense that 
they, too, yielded and were driven. 

Major-General Withers’ left was opposed to the right of General Sheri- 
dan, commanding the Third and remaining division of General McCook’s 
corps. The enemy’s right was strongly posted on a ridge of rocks, with 
chasms intervening, and covered with a dense growth of rough cedars. 
Being advised of the attack he was to expect by the fierce contest which 
was being waged on his right, he was fully prepared for the onset, and 
this notice and the strength of his position enabled him to offer a strong 
resistance to Withers, whose duty it was to move next. Colonel [ J . Q.] 
Loomis, who commanded the left brigade, moved up with energy and 
spirit to the attack. He was wounded and was succeeded by Colonel [ J . 
G.] Col tart. The enemy met the advance with firmness, but was forced 
to yield. An accession of force aided him to recover his position, and its 
gxeat strength enabledhim to hold it. Coltart, after a gallant charge and 
a sharp contest, fell back, and was replaced by Colonel [A, J.] Vaughan, 
[jr.], of Major-General Cheatham’s division, of the rear line. Vaughan, 
notwithstanding the difficulties of the ground, charged the position with 
great energy ; but the enemy, intrenched behind stones and covered by 
the thick woods, could not be moved, and Vaughan also was repulsed. 
This caused a loss of time, and Cleburne’s division, pressing Davis, 
i*eached a point where Sheridan’s batteries, still unmoved, by wheeling to 
the right, enfiladed it. Colonel Vaughan was speedily reorganized and 
returned to the assault, and, in conjunction with Colonel Coltart, drove 
at the position with resistless courage and energy 5 and although their 
losses were very heavy, the enemy could not bear up against the onset. 
He dislodged and driven with the rest of the fleeing battalions of 
McCook’s corps. 

In this charge the horses of every officer of the field and staff of 
Vaughan’s brigade, except one, and the horses of all the officers of the 
field and staff of every regiment, except two, were killed. The brigade 
lost also one-third of all its force. It captured two of the enemy’s field 

The brigade of Colonel [A. M.] Manigault, which was immediately on 
the right of that of Colonel Coltart, followed the movement of the latter, 
according to instructions ; but as Coltart failed in the first onset to drive 
Sheridan’s right, Manigault, after dashing forward and pressing the 
enemy’s line in his front back upon his second line, was brought under 
a very heavy fire of artillery from two batteries on his right, supported 
by a very heavy infantry force. He was, therefore, compelled to tall 

back. . . _ 

In this charge the brigade suffered severely, sustaming a very heavy 
loss in officers and men, but the gallant South Carolinians* returned to 
the charge a second and a third time, and, being aided by the brigade of 
General [G.l Maney, of the second luae, which came to his relief with its 
heavy Napoleon guns and a deadly fire of musketry, the enemy gave 
way and joined his comrades on the right in their precipitate retreat 


* See Iiidorsem^l^t No, p. 6P7t 
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across the Wilkinson pike. This movement dislodged and drove the 
residue of Sheridan’s division, and completed the forcing of the whole 
of McCook’s coi’ps out of its line of battle and placed it in fidl retreat. 
The enemy left one of his batteries of four guns on the tield, which fell 
into the hands of Maney’s brigade. 

Here I think it proper to bring to the notice of the general coin maud- 
ing an instance of self-sacrificing devotion to the safety of their imme- 
diate commands and of our cause, which, for heroic courage and magna- 
nimity, is without a parallel. A battery was pouring a murderous fire 
into the brigade of General Maney from a point which made it doubtful 
whether it was ’ours or the enemy’s. Two unsuccessful efforts had been 
made by staff* officers (one of whom was killed in the attcmxit) to deter- 
mine its character. The doubt caused the brigade on which it was 
firing to hesitate in returning the fire, when Sergeant Oakley, color-bearer 
of the Fourth Tennessee OoiifederateEegiment, and Sergt. M. 0. Hooks, 
color-bearer of the Ninth Tennessee Eegimcnt, gallantly advanced 8 or 
10 paces to the front, displaying their colors and hofding themselves 
and the flag of their country erect ; remained ten minutes in a place so 
conspicuous as to he plainly seen, and fully to test from whom their bri- 
gade was suffering so severely. The murderous firing, instead of abating, 
was increased and iiiteusified, and soon demonstrated that the batteiy 
and its support were not friends but enemies. The sergeants then re- 
turned deliberately to their proper positions in the line, unhurt, and the 
enemy’s battery was silenced and his column put to flight. Tim front 
of Manigault and Maney being free, they swung round with our line on 
the left and joined in pressing the enemy and his re-enforcemeuts int o 
the cedar brake. 

At 9 a. m. Brig. Gen. [J.] Patton Anderson, on Manigault’s right, 
moved, in conjunction with its left brigade, forward upon the line iu its 
front. That line rested with its right near the Wilkinson pike, and is 
understood to have been General [J. S.] Negley’s division, of General 
[G-. H.] Thomas’ corps, which constituted the center of the enemy’s lines 
of battle. This division, with that of General [L. H.] liousseau iu re- 
serve, was posted iu the.edgeof a dense cedar brake, with an open space 
in front, and occupied a position of strength not inferior to that lield by 
Sheridan’s right. His batteries, which occupied commanding x)ositions, 
and enabled him to sw^eep the open field in his front, were served witli 
admirable skill and vigor, and were strongly supported. Anderson moved 
forward his brigade with firmness and decision. The fire of the enemy 
of both artillery and iniantry w^as terrific, and his left for a moment 
wavered. Such evidences of destructive firing as were left on the forest 
fromwvhich this brigade emerged have rarely, if ever, been seen. The 
timber was torn and crushed. Nothing but a charge could meet the 
demands of the occasion. Orders were given to take the batteries at 
all hazards, and it was done. The batteries, two in number, w'cre carried 
iu gallant style. AiTillerists were cax)turecl at their pieces, a large imm- 
ber of whom and of their infantry support were killed upon the spot, 
and one company entire, with its oflicers and colors, were captured. The 
number of field gnus captured iu this movement was eight, which, to- 
gether with four others, from which the gunners had been driven by the 
heavy firing from Maney’s long-range guns and Manigault’s musketry 
on the left, made twelve taken bn that part of the fiekt This was one 
of the points at which we encountered the most determined opposition, 
but the onward movement of the Missis8ix>pians and Alabamians was 
irresistible, and they swept the enemy before them, driving him into the. 
dense cedar ])rake, to join the exteadin^ lipe of his fugitives. 
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This worl^ however, was not done without a heavy loss of officers and 
men. The Thirtieth Mississippi, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel [J. 
L] Scales, in the act of charging, lost 62 officers and men killed and 139 
wounded 5 others lost in proportion. Here the brave Lieut. Col. James 
L. Autry, of the Twenty-seventh Mississippi, fell while cheering and 
encouraging his troops. 

The supporting brigade of General Anderson, commanded by Brig. 
Gen. A. P. Stewart, moved with that of Anderson. It was ordered by 
the division commander (Major-General Withers, who was in command 
of Major-General Cheatham’s two right brigades as Major-General Cheat- 
ham was of his two left) to move to the support of the left regiments of 
Anderson, which were pressed. These regiments, which had suffered 
greatly, he replaced, and, moving forward, attacked the enemy and his 
re-enforcements on Anderson’s left. After strong resistance they were 
driven back, shattered and in confusion, to join the host of their fleeing 
comrades in their retreat through the cedars. In their flight they left 
two of their field guns, which fell into the hands of Stewart’s brigade. 

Brigadier-General Chalmers’ brigade (the remaining one of those con- 
stituting my front line), whose right flank rested on the river, was the 
last to move. This brigade, owing to its position in the line, was called 
on to encounter a measure of personal suffering from exposure beyond 
that of any other in my corps. The part of the line it occupied lay 
across an open field in full view of the enemy, and in range of his field 
guns. It had thrown up a slight rifle-pit, behind which it was placed, 
and to escape observation it was necessary for it to lie down and abstain 
fi-om building fires. In this position it remained awaiting the opening 
of the battle for more than forty-eight hours, wet with rain and chilled 
with cold ; added to this the enemy’s shot and shell were constantly 
])assing over it. Not a mui'mur of discontent was heard to escape those 
who composed it. They exhibited the highest capacity of endurance 
and firmness in the most discouraging circumstances. In its front lay 
the right of Brigadier-General [J. M.] Palmer’s divisidn, of Major-Gen- 
eral [T. L.] Crittenden’s corps, which constituted the left wing of the 
enemy’s line of battle. 

Tlie general movement from the left having reached it at 10 o’clock, 
it was ordered to the attack, and its reserve, under Brigadier-General 
Donelsoii, was directed to move forward to its support. This charge 
was made in fine style, and was met by the enemy, who was strongly 
jiosted ill the edge of the cedar brake, with a murderous fire of artillery 
and infantry. In that charge their brigade commander (General Chal- 
mers) w as severely wounded by a shell, which disqualified him for further 
duty on the field. The regiments on the left recoiled and fell back. 
Those of the right were moved to the left to hold their place, and were 
pressed forward . The brigade of General Donelson having been ordered 
forward to Chalmers’ support, moved with steady step upon the enemy’s 
position and attacked it with great energy. The slaughter was terrific 
on both sides. 

In this charge — which resulted in breaking the enemy’s line at every 
point except the extreme left, and driving him, as every other part of 
hi^ line attacked had been driven — Donelson reports the capture of 11 
guns and about 1,000 prisoners. 

The regiments of Chalmers’ brigade, having been separated after he 
fell, moved forward and attached themselves to other commands, fight- 
ing with them with gallantry as opportunity offered. 

There was no instance of more distinguished bravery exhibited during 
this battle than was shown by the command of General Donelson. In 
R R— VOL* XX, 1>T I 
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the charge which it made it was brought directly under the fire of sev- 
eral batteries, strongly posted and supported, which it assaulted with 
eager resolution. All the line in their front was carried except the ex- 
treme right. This point, which was the key to the enemy’s position, and 
which was known as the Round Forest, was attacked by the riglit of 
the brigade. It was met by a fire from artiilery and musketry which 
mowed down more than half its number. The Sixteenth Regiment Ten- 
nessee Volunteers, under the command of Ool. John H. Savage, lost 
207 out of 402. It could not advance and would not retire. Their 
colonel, with characteristic bravery and tenacity, deployed what was 
left of his command as skirmishers and held his position for three hours. 
In the Eighth Tennessee, of the right wing, under the lamented Colonel 
[W. L.] Moore, who fell, mortally wounded, and who was succeeded by 
Lieut. Ool. J. H. Anderson, the loss was 30G men and officers out of 425. 

The enemy was now driven from the field at all points occupied by 
him in the morning, along his whole line, from his right to the 6.xtrcine 
left, and was pressed back until our line occupied a position at right 
angles to that which we held at the opening of the battle. After pass- 
ing the Nashville and Murfreesborough turnpike', his flight was covered 
by large bodies of fresh troops and numerous batteries of artillery, and 
the advance of our exhausted columns was checked. His extreme left 
alone held its position. This occupied a piece of gi'ound well chosen 
and defended, the river being on the one hand and a deep railroad cut 
on the other. It was held by a strong force of artillery and infantry, 
well supported by a reserve composed of Brigadior-G-enoral fT. J.j 
■Wood’s division. 

My last reserve having been exhausted, the brigades of Major-Gen- 
eral Breckinridge’s division, and a small brigade of [Brigadier- |Geu- 
eral J. K. Jackson, posted to guard our right flank, were the only troops 
left that had not been engaged. Pour of these were ordered to report 
to me. They came in detachments of two brigades each, the first arriv- 
ing nearly’’ two hours after Donelson’s attack, the other about an hour 
after the first. The commanders of these detachments, the first com- 
posed of the brigades of Generals [D. W.] Adams and Jackson, the 
second under General Breckinridge in person, consisting of the bri- 
gades of General [William] Preston and Colonel [J, B.l Pahucr, had 
pointed out to them the particular object to bo accominiahed, to wit, 
to drive in the enemy’s left, and, especially, to dislodge him from his 
position in the Bound Forest. 'Unfortunately, the 0])portune moment 
for putting in these detachments had passed. Could they have been 
thrown upon the enemy’s left immediately following Chalmers’ and 
Dbnelson’s assault in quick succession, the cxtraonlinaiy strength ol' 
his position would have availed him nothing. That point would have 
been carried, and his left, driven back on his panic-stricken right, would 
have completed his confusion and insured an utter rout. It was, how- 
ever, otherwise, and the time lost between Honelsou’s attack and the 
coming up of these detachments in succession enabled the enemy to 
recover his self-possession, to mass a number of heavy batteries, and 
concentrate a strong infantry force on the position, and thus make a 
successful attack very difficult. Nevertheless, the brigades of Adams 
and Jackson assailed the enemy’s line with energy', and, after a severe 
contest, were compelled to yield and fall back. They wore promptly 
rallied by General Breckinridge, who, having preceded his other bri- 
gades, reached the ground at that moment, but as they' were very much 
cut up, they were not required to renew the attack. The brigades of 
Preston and Palmer, on arrmng, renewed the assault with the same 
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iindaimted determiuatioBj but as another battery had been added since 
the previous attack, to a position already strong and difficult of access, 
this assault vras alike iueffiectual. The enemy, though not driven from 
his position, was severely punished, and, as the day was far spent, it 
was not deemed advisable to renew the attack that evening, and the 
troops held the line they occupied for the night. 

The following morning, instead of finding him in position to receive 
a renewal of the attack, showed that, taking advantage of the night, he 
had abandoned this last position of his first line, and the opening of the 
new year found us masters of the field. 

This battle of December 31 developed in all parts of the field which 
came under my observation the highest qualities of the soldier among 
our troops. The promptness with which they moved upon the enemy 
whenever they w’cre called to attack him, the vigor and elan with which 
their movements were made, the energy with which they assaulted his 
strong positions, and the readiness with which they responded to the 
call to repeat their assaults, indicated a spirit of dauntless courage, 
w hick })laees them in the vei'y front rank of the soldiers of the world. 
For the exhibition of these high traits they are not a little indebted to 
the example of their officers, whose courage and energy had won their 
confidence and admiration. 

January 1 passed without any material movement of either side, be- 
yond occasional skirmishing along the lines in our front. I ordered 
Chalmers^ brigade, now commanded by Colonel [T. W.] White, [ISTinth 
Mississippi,] to occupy the ground in rear of the Eound Forest just 
abandoned by tbo enemy. This it did, first driving out his pickets. 

On tie 2d there was skirmishing during the morning. In the after- 
noon, about 3 o’clock. General Bragg announced his intention to attack 
the enemy, who was su^iposed to be in force on the north side of the 
river, and ordered me to relieve two of General Breckinridge’s brigades, 
wliich were still in my front, and send them over to that officer, who 
had returned to his post, as he proposed to make the attack with the/ 
troops of Breckim*idgc‘'s division. I issued the necessary orders at once, 
and the troops w^ere transferred as directed. The general commanding 
ordered me also to open fire with three batteries, which had been placed 
in Olialmers’ line, to distract tbe enemy at the time of Breckinridge’s 
attack, and to shell out of the w^oods which covered his line of move- 
ment any sliarjishooters who might annoy him while approaching the 
river. The shelling ordered, which was to be the signal for Breckin- 
ridge’s advance, was promptly executed and the woods were cleared. 
Of the particulars of this movement General Breckinridge will speak in 
his own report. 

When the firing of my batteries was opened, as above, there was a 
forward movemejiit of the enemy’s infantry upon my pickets in the Bound 
Forest, and a sharp coiifiict, which lasted for some time, and ended in the 
enemy’s regaining possession of the forest. This position being of much 
value to us, I found it necessary to regain it, and gave the requisite 
orders. 

On the following morning, at daybreak, I ordered a heavy fire of artil* 
lery from several batteries to ojien upon it, and, after it was thoroughly 
shelled, detacliments from the brigades of Colonels White and Ooltart 
charged it with the bayonet at a double-quick and put the enemy to 
flight, clearing it of his regiments and capturing a lieutenant-colonel 
and 13 men. The enemy, however, knew the importance of the posi- 
tion also, and was occupied during the day in throwing up earthworks lor 
the protection of batteries within easy range. These being completed, 
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he opened fire from three points with batteries of heavy guns, and phiced 
it under a concentrated fire for many minutes. It was a severe ordeal, 
and was followed by a charge of a heavy force of infiintry ; but onr gal- 
lant troops met the advance with firmness, and, after a severely con- 
tested struggle, drove back the advancing column with slaughter and 
held possession of the coveted position. 

Ill this battle we lost several men and ofliccrs, especially of the First 
Louisiana Eegiment (Eegulars). Among those who fell mortally wounded 
was Lieutenant-Colonel [F. H.J Farrar, [jr.] This young officer was one 
of the most promising of the army, intelligent, chivalrous, and brave. 
His loss will be felt by his country and lamented by his many friends. 

This battle closed the operations of my corps in the held in front of 
Murfreesborough. Ey orders from the general commanding, after being 
eight clays under arms, and in actual battle or heavy skirmishing, in tin*, 
rain and cold without tents and much of the time without (ires, my troo]>s 
were retired from the field and ordered to take up a position near Bhel- 
byville. This they did at their leisure, and in perfectly good order. In 
ail the operations in which they were engaged no troops ever dis])hiye(l 
greater gallantry or higher powers of endurance. They captured 1,500 
prisouers and 2 G guns. 

For the details connected with these operations I beg leave to refer to 
the reports of division, brigade, and regimental commanders. To the 
same reports, also, I respectfully refer for instances of distinguished gal- 
lantry in the case of corps and individuals. I beg leave to refer also to 
the accompanying statement, marked A, containing a list of the num- 
ber of men and officers of my corps engaged in tlio battle ; also to H, 
containing the number of killed, wounded, and missing. 1 refer also 
to the accompanying map of the field of battle, marked Bb.’**‘ Q’'his map 
was prepared with care by Lieutenant [W. J.] Morris, of the <mgineers 
of my corps, from actual survey, and from the reports of the corps (com- 
manders of the Federal Army, From these sources he has bc(m enabled 
to fix the relative positions of the corps, divisions, and brlga(l(*s oi‘ both 
armies at different periods during the battle with great acciiuraccy. The 
statements D and B I submit as parts of this report ; also' the accom- 
panying map, marked Bb.* 

To Major-Generals Cheatham and Withers, my division commanders, 
I am under obligations for their cordial support and active <co-oi)erati()n 
in conducting the operations of my command ; also to the brigade com- 
manders, who, without an exception, managed the parts assigned them 
in the general programme of the battle with great skill, energy, and 
judgment. Of the conduct of the i\-gimenral, battery, ainl subordinate 
commands their immediate commanders will speak in their reports, as 
they were more directly under tlnnr eyes. Our artilh^ry also was w(*ll 
bandied when it could be used, but tbe deuse cedar brake into whicli 
tlie enemy was driven continuously prevented it from following our ad- 
vancing columns. This made it necessary to have the work don(i chietiy 
with the musket and the bayonet. 

To Maj. George Williamson, assistant adjutant-general, wlio was se- 
verely wounded in the shoulder^ Maj. Thomas M. Jack, assistant adju- 
tant-general ; Lieut Col. T. F. Sevier, inspector- general 5 Lieut F/B. 
Spence, of the same department 5 Lieut John Eawle, acting chief of 
ordnance 5 Capt Felix [H.] Eobertson, acting chief of artillery 5 C5apt. 
E. B. Sayers and Lieut W. J. Morris, of engineers ; Lieut. N. M. 
Otej^, chief of the signal corps 5 Dr. f W.O.] Cavanaugh, medical director 5 


On file. 
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Majs. Thomas Peters and E. M. Mason, of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, and Maj. J. J. Murphy, chief commissary, members of my general 
staf[‘, I am indebted for their vigilance and activity in the execution of 
my orders, and the fearlessness with which they exposed themselves in 
the discharge of their duties. 

To my aide-de-camp (Lieut. W. B. Eichmond) I am particularly in- 
debted for the intelligence, decision, and energy with which on this, as 
on other fields, he gave me his support ; also to Lieut. Col. Henry C. 
Yeatman, my volunteer aide, for ser\ices of a like character. And our 
thanks and praise are above all due to Almighty God, the Lord of Hosts, 
for the success of our arms and the preservation of our lives. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 

Col. George William Brent, 

Assistant Adjutamt- General. 


flnclosnre A.] 

Field rehirn showing the aggregate of officers and men belonging to PoWs corps cParmee 
aciually engaged in the battles before Murfreeshorongh^from December 28, 1862, to Jann- 
arg 4 , 1803 . 


Command. 

Ofllcera. 

i 

Hen. 

Total. 

Bemarks. 

(Cheatham’s division * 

m 

537 

5, 803 
7, 237 

6, 350 
7, 774 

Wharton’s '"■r‘r r cavalry hri* 

gado) repo* » i". « . ■ e total, *2,370, 
on December 27 ; weekly return. 

Witlnsrs’ division 

Total 

1,033 

13, 100 

14, 133 



SUELEYVILLE, Tenn., March 22, 1803. 


L. POLK, 

Lieutenant-General, Corrmanaing. 


[In closure B.] 

List of Icilledj wounded, and «« Pollds corps in the battles before Murfreesborougli, 

from //' ■ • 1802, to January 4, 1863. 


Command. 


Cheatham’s division ; 
Donelson’s hrij^ado . 
Rt ewart.’s hriiiade . . . 
:Man(\v’8 brigade — 
Vaughan’s brigade . 

Total 

Withers’ division; 

Deas’ brigade 

(Jhalmcrs’ brigade.. 
Wiilthall’s brij^ade. 
Anderson’s brigade. 

Total 

Aggregate 


Headquaeters Polk’s Corps, Army f'v 


i 

i 

1 

Hissing. 

Total. 

102 

570 

10 

691 

50 

301 

2 

353 

20 

164 

6 

190 

105 

562 

38 

705 

. 277 

1, 597 

65 

1, 939 

68 

600 

27 

695 

. 67 

445 

36 

648 

. 130 

620 

13 

763 

. 73 

428 

16 

517 

. 338 

2,093 

92 

2, 523 

. 615 

3,090 

167 

4, 462 


W. B. BICHMOJSTD, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


* But see inolosure to Clieatliam^s report, p. 709^ 
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" [Appendix.] 

\/ Headquaetees Polk’s Coeps, 

Hhelbyville, Tenn., Ajiril C, 1SC3. 

In my report of the battles before Murfreesborongh there occurs the 
following passage: 

My last reserve liaving Leen eslianstod., tlie brigades of Major-General Broclciii- 
ridge’s division, and a small brigade of General J. K. Jackson, posted to guard our 
right flank, were the only troops left that had not been engaged . l^k)ur of those were 
ordered to report to me. They came in detachments of two briga<les eacli, t he first 
arriving nearly two hours after Donelson’s attack, tlio other about an hour at ter tlio 
first. 


I then expressed the opinion that if these bri^gades could have followed 
the attack of Chalmers and Donelson in quick succession the result of 
our operations would have been a complete victory. I have been in- 
formed that certain friends of General Breckinridge, who have seen my 
report, apprehend that the manner in which these statements are made 
will produce the impression that these brigades were ordered to my su])- 
port at the time I first desired them, and that they failed to comply witli 
the order, one detachment arriving two hours after it was ordered, and 
the other an hour later. I desire to say that it was not my intcmtioii to 
produce such an impression. I did not know at what time they were 
ordered to my support. I perceived that they would be nee<led, and 
asked for them before the attack by Chalmers and Donelson was ordered ; 
but whether they would bo sent me or not I did not know until just be- 
fore they reported to me on the field. 

With the request that this may accompany and be made*, a ])art of my 
report, I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Lieutenant- General^ Commanding. 


General S. Co.oper, 

Adjutant and Ins 2 )ector General, Jiichnond, Ka. 


[Indorseniontu] 

Headqdaetbes Aemy op Tennessee, 

Tullahomaj Tcnn.^ May 2, 1803. 

I traBSuiit this explanatory report of Lientcriaiit-Geiicml Polk. In 
the language of his original report I see no .sugge.stion that thcbrigade.s 
of Breckinridge did not reach the field of action in due time after being 
ordered. Had I done so I would have corrected it. Tliey moved a.s 
soon as ordered, and I ordered them as soon sus I ascertained that the 
fgars of an attack on the right were gi-oniidless. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 

General, Commanding. 


Hdqes. Andeeson’s Beig., Witiibes’ Div., PoLic’s Coeps, 

Near Shcllyville, June 10, 1803, 

Maj. Thomas M. Jack, 

Ass*. Adjt. 6en., Folk’s Gor])s, Army of Tennessee: 

Majoe : I have to-day, for the first time, seen the official report of 
the battle of Murfreesborougb, by the licutenaut-gencral commanding 
the corps. As I know of no one who would he further from <loing the 
slightest injustice, even by implication, than General Pollc, 1 would re- 
spectfully call his attention, through you, to a paragraph in that report 
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wliicli might be construed prejudicially to the ‘well-earned fame of a 
portion of the troops under my command. 

The paragraph to which I allude is as follows ; 

As the brigades composing the division of Major-General Withers had not been 
engaged in any heavy battle since Shiloh, I placed them in the first line. 

The brigade which I had the honor to command on that occasion 
(now WalthalPs), and a part of Withers^ division, composed entirely of 
Mississippians, except one regiment of Alabamians (Forty-fifth), had 
been in every important engagement in which any part of General 
Bragg^s army had jiarticipated since the battle of Shiloh. They are 
justly proud of the laurels they won at Perryville. 

The brigade 1 now command (then Chalmers’), also Mississippians, and 
a portion of General Withers’ command at Murfreesborough, had singly 
and alone made the bloody assault upon the enemy’s works at Mun- 
fordville, which, although unsuccessful at the time, was essayed with 
such intrepidity and courage as to reliect the highest credit upon the 
survivors, as well as the slain. 

One regiment of this brigade (the Forty-first) was also in the battle 
of Perryrille. 

Both of the brigades thus composing half of General Withers’ divis- 
ion at Murfreesborough had been engaged in heavy battles since Shiloh, 
and will, doubtless, be excepted by General Polk from the class to which 
he assigns them when the fact is brought to his notice. 

I feel confident the lieutenant-general will pardon me for bringing 
this matter to his attention, since my course has been actuated by a 
desire that he should do himself, as well as the troops, no injustice by 
an immaterial paragraph in his report, inserted, perhaps, inadvertently, 
certainly without design of doing any injustice. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' PATTOlir ANBERSOK, 

Brigadier- General. 


[Indorsements.] 


Headquaetees Withers’ Division, 

Polk’s Corps, Army oe Tennessee. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

The error to which attention is called was not considered by me of 
sufQcient importance to require correction, as it was not in reference to 
any fact deemed material to the subject-matter of the report. As, how- 
ever, the ten Mississippi and one Alabama regiments who were engaged 
either at Perryville or Muufordville composed more than the half of my 
command participating in the engagement in front of Murfreesborough 
now seem sensitive under what they consider a reflection in the remark 
referred to, I have deemed it proper to forward this communication with 

J. M. WTTHEES, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Polk’s Corps, 

Shelby vilUy June 17, 1863. 

1 am much obliged to General Anderson for bringing to my notice the 
paragraph in my i^eport to which he calls attention. It was, of course, 
an inadvertence, and is easily accounted for. In placing my troops in 
line of battle, the question in my mind was as to which of the divisions 
I should give the post of honor— the front rank. General Cheatham, 
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as the senior ofiGicer, was entitled to it, but remembcrinf]^ that General 
Withers’ division was not at Perryville (the only j^eneral battle fought 
by this army since Shiloh), I thought it due to him that he should have 
it, and to satisfy all parties I thought proper to assign the reason for 
that arrangement. 

It will be remembered that Walthall’s brigade was only recently trans- 
ferred to Withers’ division. It belonged to Hardee’s corps at Perryville, 
and in thinking of Withers’ division in its past history and action, it 
did not occur to me that there had been any citanges in its coinj^osition, 
or that any troops that were at Perryville now belonged to it. The 
same is true in regard to the gallant brigade of General Chalmers, now 
commanded by General Anderson. I, of course, know of the distin- 
guished intrepidity with which it assailed the works at Munfordville, and 
the heavy losses it sustained, but as I was thinking of the brigades as port 
of a division of which I was speaking, and not as separate brigades, it 
did not occur to me to make it an exception. 

General Anderson does me no more than justice in saying that he 
regards me as incapable of doing injustice, even by implication, to any 
one, and, I will add, especially to troops the whole history of whose (ion- 
nection with me has won my highest admiration, and around wdiose brow 
I would rather weave garlands of well-earned fame than to be the occ'-a- 
sion, even by inadvertence, of the loss of a single leaf from the chainlets 
with which they deserve to bo crowned. 

L. POLK, 

Meiifenant- General^ Gommandmfj. 


IJeae Shelbyvxlle, Jime 16, 3803. 

Maj. Thosias M. Jack, 

Assistant Adjtitmt- General^ PoWs Cor;ps: 

Major: In his recently published official report of the battle of Mur- 
freesborough, Lieutenant-General Polk, referring to the part taken in 
the action by thePourth Brigade of Withers’ division, uses this language; 

The brip;ade of Colonel Maiiigault, -vvliicli was immediately on the right of that* of 
Colonel Coltart, followed the movement of the latter according to instructions ; hut 
as Coltart failed in the tirst onset to drive Sheridan’s right, Manigaulfc, after <lashirig 
forward and i>rcssing the enemy’s line in his front hack upon his second lino, was 
brought under a very heavy lire o"' . ' ‘ *”■ ' y ^'”■■.’1 ■' * o batteries on his right, supported 
by a very heavy infantry force. ! '. ■■ > , , ■ .-i ■ , compelled to fall back. 

In this char.ge th ^’^erod Rev'^‘’*'''’y heavy loss in officers 

and men, but the i;. > :■ Carolin ' • : • -.utho charge a second and a 

third time. 

We respectfully suggest that this language is susceptible of a con- 
struction which may cause the reader to award to a part of tho brigade 
honors which, to say tho least, are merited as well by another part of it. 
Such was not the intention of tho writer. A soldier himself, ho would not 
willingly withhold from a soldier that which is most highly prized by 
him-— credit for gallantry on the battle-field. We, then, do justice alike 
to Lieutenant-General Polk and td our own respective commands by 
directing attention to the inaccuracy in tho above recited extract. 

The brigade of Colonel Mauigault is not composed entirely of South 
Carolinians, as would be reasonably inferred from the report. In it 
five regiments, two from South Carolina (Tenth and liincteenth) and 
three from Alabama (Twenty-fourth, Twenty-eighth, and Thirty-ibiirth), 
^nd Waters’ (Alabama) battery. 
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The first charge spoken of in the report was led by the three Ala- 
bama regiments. The report does not mention them. 

All the Alabama regiments were in the second charge, and led in it. 
They were also in the third charge. The report states that “ the gallant 
South Carolinians returned to the charge the second and third time.” 

Eespectfully submitting this statement of facts, we ask for it that con- 
sideration it may seem to merit, feeling satisfied, as we do, that the lieu- 
tenant-general commanding will acquit us of any intention to captiously 
controvert his report, and that he will do what is proper in the premises. 

With much respect, your obedient servants, 

» J. 0. B. MITCHELL, 

Colonel Thirty fourth Alahama. 

JOHN C. EEID, 

Colonel Twenty -eiqhth Aluhama. 

N. N. DAY IS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-fourth Alabama. 

D. D. WATEES, 

Caftain Waters' Battery. 

ilndorsement No. 1.1 

Eespectfully forwarded. 

The matter to which the attention of the lieutenant-general com- 
manding is called in this communication is reasonable^ and is, in justice 
to the command herein represented, approved by me. The inference 
drawn from that portion of the report of the battle of Murfreesbor- 
ough, as cited, is that the brigade which I commanded was composed 
either entirely of South Carolinians or that only the South Carolinians 
of the brigade are credited for gallantry, renewing the attacks after 
being repulsed. 

The Alabama regiments partook in all the attacks, as my report will 
show, am ’ I again take this opportunity of bearing testimony to the 
lieroic courage and fortitude displayed by them on that bloody held. 

The general conduct of all the regiments on that occasion was such 
that I can draw no distinction between them. 

A. M. MAOTGAULT, * 

^ Colonel, Comdg. Fourth Brigade, Bmsion, 

[Indorsement No. 2.] 


Headquaetees Polk’s Coeps, 

June 22, 1862. 


In reply to the within, I have to say to the officers commanding the 
Alabama regiments, that the ground of their complaint does not exist 
in my report as written and sent to War Department. It was said by 
the printer in a misprint. It was mitten, “the gallant South Carolin- 
ian,” meaning their brigade commander. Colonel Manigault, not “ South 
Carolinians.” Although the troops from the Palmetto State acted .with 
distinguished gallantry, yet they were in no degree more distinguished 
for gallantry than their comrades from Alabama, who, side by side, 
shared with them the difficulties and all the triumphs of that bloody 
field. My object was to compliment their brigade commander, and 
through him his whole command, for the tenacity of purpose and un- 
flinching bravery with which they returned time and again to the charge, 
until they carried the position which had so often resisted them. 

Eespectfully, &C .3 

’ • L. POLK, 

lieutenant- General, Commanding, 
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-/ Headqtjabtebs Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee, 

Fehrtiary 4, 18C3. 

His Excellency Jefferson Dayis, 

President Confederate States of America : 

My Dear Sir ; I know that you have been apprised of a correspond- 
ence which has taken place between General Bragg and the corj^s and 
division commanders of Hardee’s corps, of this army, following upon the 
retreat from Murfreesborough. As the same circular which was an- 
swered by the officers of Hardee’s coi'ps was received by those of mine, 
I think it proper to send you a copy of the correspondence which passed 
between General Bragg and myselL You will find if inclosed with this, 
as follows : 

No. 1. General Bragg’s circular. 

No. 2. Generals Cheatham’s and Withers’ note. 

No. 3. My indorsement on same. 

No. 4. My reply of 30th, asking an explanation of his circular. 

No. 5. His letter in reply. 

No. 0. .My answer to the question he proposed. 

This correspondence has been very unfortunate, and its inauguration 
ill-judged ; but it is now a part of the history of the times, and 1 feel it to 
be my duty to transmit to you copies of the letters which have passe<l 
between the general and myself. That correspondence speaks for itself. 
I thought, with the officers of Hardee’s corps, that he desired an opinion 
on two points. Some of my subordinate commanders had thought, and 
others then thought, that he desired us to rei)ly to but one. As ho de- 
sired us to consult our subordinates before answering, the difference of 
opinion as to the construction of his note made it jilaiiily proper to ask 
him which was the proper construction. To have this was neccvssary to 
an intelligible and satisfactory reiffy. It will be seen w'hat the reply 
was, which made my final answer plain and easy. 1 think it W’ould not 
be difficult from the form of my note for him to have inferred what my 
answer would have been if he had asked. It was waived and declined. 
Under the circumstances it would seem to have been natni'al for him to 
desire to know the opinions of all, as he had been forced to know thos(‘. 
of half of his subordinates of the highest grade, but, as I have said, it 
was declined. I feel it a duty to say to you that had I and iny division 
commanders been asked to answer, our replies wouhl have coincided 
with those of the officers of the other corps. You have known xny opin- 
ions on this subject since my visit to Eichmond. 

I have only to add, if he wore Napoleon or the great Frederick he 
could serve our cause at some other points better than here. My opin- 
ion is he had better be transferred. 1 remember you having said, speak • 
ing of his being transferred from this command, I can make good 
use of him here in Eichmond.” I have thought that the best disposi- 
tion for him and for the service of the army that could bo made. His 
capacity for organization and discipline, wffiich has not been equaled 
among us, could be used by you at headquarters with infinite advantage 
to the whole army. 

Ithink, too, that the bestthingto be donoin supplying his place woitld 
be to give his command to General Joseph E. Johnston. He will cure 
all discontent and inspire the army with new life and confidence. He 
is here on the spot, and I am sure will be content to take it If General 
Lee can command the principal army in his department in person there 
is no reason why General Johnston should not I have, therefore, as a 
general officer of this army, speaking in behalf of ray asvsociates, to ask, 
respectfully, that this appointment be made, and I beg to be permitted 
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to do this urgently. The state of this army demands immediate atten- 
tion, and its position before the enemy, as well as the mind of its troops 
and commanders, could find relief in no way so readily as by the ap- 
pointment of General Joseph E. Johnston. 

I send this by mail, and will send copies by my aide-de-camp. Lieuten- 
ant Eichmond, whom I send to Eichmond on business with the depart- 
ment, and by whom I also send my report of the battle of Shiloh. In 
it I have taken care that the presence of our valued friend on that field 
shall not be ignored. 

I remain, faithfully, your friend, 

L. POLK, 

Lieutenant-General, Commanding, 

[Inclosnre IJ'o. 1.] 

Headquarters Army of Tennessee, / , 
Tullalioma, Tenn., January 11, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General Polk, 

Commanding FoWs Corps, Asheville, N, C, : 

General : Finding myself assailed in private and public by the press, 
in private circles by ofS-cers and citizens, for ’the movement from Mur- 
freesborough, which was resisted by me for some time after advised by 
my corps and division commanders, and only adopted after hearing of 
the enemy^s re-enforcements by large numbers from Kentucky, it be- 
comes necessary for me to save my fair name, if I cannot stop the deluge 
of abuse, which will destroy my usefulness and demoralize this army. 

It has come to my knowledge that many of these accusations and 
insinuations are from staff* officers of my generals, who persistently 
assert that the movement was made against the opinion and advice of 
their chiefs, and while the enemy was in full retreat. False or true, the 
soldiers have no means of judging me rightly or getting the facts, and 
the effect on them will be the same — a loss of confidence, and a conse- 
quent demoralization of the whole army. It is only through my gen- 
erals that I can establish the facts as they exist. Unanimous as you 
were in council in verbally advising a retrograde movement, I cannot 
doubt that you will cheerfully attest the same in writing. I desire that 
you will consult your subordinate commanders and be candid with me, 

*as I have always endeavored to prove myself with you. If I have mis- 
understood your advice, and acted against your opinions, let me know 
it, in justice to yourself. If, on the contrary, I am the victim of unjust 
accusations, say so, and unite with me in staying the malignant slanders 
being propagated by men who have felt the sting of discipline. 

General [E. K.] Smith has been called to Eichmond, it is supposed, 
with a view to sui)ersede me. I shall retire without a regret if I find I 
have lost the good opinion of my generals, upon whom I have ever relied 
as upon a foundation of rock. 

Your early attention is most desirable, and is urgently solicited. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,* 

BEAXTOK BEAGG, 

, General, C. S. Army, 

P. S. — inclose copies of a joint note, received about 2 a. m., from 
^Major-Generals Cheatham and Withers, on the night before we retired 
Vrom Murfreesborough [So, 2], with Lieutenant-General Polk’s indorse- 
ment [No. 3], and my own verbal reply to Lieutenant [W. B.] Eichmond, 
General Polk’s aide-de-camp. 

* Similar letters to Breckinridge, Clebnrne, Cheatham, and Hardee, For their 
replies, see ** Opxrespoudeuoe, etc.,” Part 11. 
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[Inclosure No. 2. J 

Headquarters in the Field, 
MuTfreeshorougli^ Tenn., Jamiary 3, 1863 — 12.15 a. m. 

General Bragg-, Commanding^ &e. : 

General : We deem it our duty to say to you frankly tliat, in our judg- 
ment, this array should be promptly put in retreat. You have but three 
brigades [di\nsions*] that are at all reliable, and even some of these are 
more or less demoralized from having some brigade comimimlers who do 
not possess the confidence of their__coinmands. Such is our opinion, and 
we deenfit a solemn dbtyi^o express it to you. We do fear gmit disas- 
ter from the conditioif of things now existing, and think it should be 
averted if possible. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

, B. F. CHEATHAM, 

Major-Qencral^ 6\ 8. Army, 

J. AVITHEES, 

Major- OeneraL 

[ Tndorsoment No. 1 . ^ 


J 


January 3, 1863— 1.30 a. m. 

My Dear General : I send you the inclos<‘,d paper, as requested, and 
I am compelled to add that after seeing the ellect of the operations of to- 
day, added to that produced upon the troops by the battle of* the 31st, J 
very greatly fear the consequences of another engagement at this ])hic<‘. 
in the~ ensuing day. We could now, perhaps, get off with some safety 
and some credit, if the affair is well managed. Shouhl we fail in the 
meditated attack, the consequences might bo very disastrous. 

Hoping you may be guided arightiii whatever determination you inay 
reach, I am, very truly, yours, 

L. POLK, 

C LleufcnuM- GcmraL 

flndoraeroewt No. 2.1 

I gave the inclosed note, with the above indorsement on it, to General 
Bragg in his bed at 2 a. m. After reading one-half of it, he said, Say 
to tto general we shall maintain our position at cv<iry hazard ’’ 

W. B. IHOHMOND, 

Aide-de-Vtmp, 

‘ [Inelosuro No. 3.1 

v/ nEADQlTAETERS POLK’S OOUI'S, 

Mur/rcenhorovghf Tenn., Janmry .‘i, 1803 — 3 ii. in. 
Lientenant-Gcnoral Hardee, 

Commanding Hardee^s Corps : 

My Dear General : After duo reflection, I decinetl it my duty to 
make the following indorsement [ifo. 1] upon the accompanyinfc note, 
signed jointly by two division commanders, Miyor-Generals Oheatharn 
and Withers, and addressed to General Bragg, i have sent the note a, ml 
indorsement to General Bragg by a staff ofiicer, wlioni 1 instructed to 
await any reply the general might bo pleased to make. Affer reading 
them, his reply was, “ The position will be maintained at all hazards.” 
I think the decision of the general unwise, and, am compelled to add, in 
a high degree. I shall, of course, obey his orders and endeavor to do my 
duty. I think it due to you to let you know the views of myself and 

*Sea Cheatham and Withers to Polk, March 81, 1863, p. 708. 
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my two division commanders, especially as we all believe the conflict 
will be renewed in the morning. To insure its safe conduct, I send this 
by a staff officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Lieutenant- General^ Commanding. 

I j 

flnclosur© IsTo. 4.] 

Tullahoma, Tenn., Jamiwry 30, 1863. 

General Braxton Bragg, 

Commanding Army of Tennessee : 

General : Your circular of the 11th instant was received by me at 
Asheville, NT. G., on the 17th instant. I dispatched you immediately, 
saying I would leave for your headquarters in two days thereafter, and 
would furnish you the reply you desired on my arrival. There seemed 
to be two points of inquiry embraced in yoirr note : First, whether the 
corps and division commanders to whom it is addressed were willing to 
give you a statement in writing of the opinions and counsel which they 
gave you verbally as to the retreat from Murfreesborough ; second, 
whether you had lost the confidence of your general officers as a mili^ 
tary commander. Prom the structure of your note the first of the in- 
quiries appears to be its leading object ; the second, though not so clearly 
and separately stated, nevertheless is, to my mind, plainly indicated. 
Upon inquiry, 1 find this indication seems not to have been so clear 
to the mind of General Cheatham and such other of my subordinate 
officers as responded when they penned their replies, and since in your 
note you appeal to our official relations, and to our candor for a frank 
expression of our opinion, I feel, to avoid being placed in a false posi- 
tion, that it is due to my subordinate officers and to myself, as well as 
to you, to ask whether the construction I put upon your note is that you 
design. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

* Lieutenant- Generaly Commanding. 

(InolosTiro No. 5.] 



Tullahoma, Tenn., January 30, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General Polk, &g. : 


General : I hasten to reply to your note of this morning, so as to place 
you beyond all doubt in regard to the construction of mine of the 11th 
instant. To my mind that circular contained but one point. of inquiry, 
and it certainly was intended to contain but one, and that was to ask of 
my corps and division commanders to commit to writing what had trans- 
pired between us in regard to the retreat from Murfreesborough. I be- 
lieved it had been grossly and intentionally misrepresented (not by any 
one of them) for my injury. It was never intended by me that this should 
go farther than the parties to wffiom it was addressed, and its only object 
was to relieve my mind of all doubt, while I secured in a form to be pre- 
served the means of defense in the future when discussion might be 


proper. The paragraph relating to my supersedure was only an expres- 
sion of the feeling with which I should receive your replies should they 
prove I had been misled in my construction of your opinion and advice. 
I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 

BEAXTOK BEAGG, 
General^ Commanding. 



702 


KY., MID, AND E. TENN., N. ALJ?, AND SW. VA. [CfiAr. XXXIL 

\ [Inclosure Xo. C.] 

V TullahomAj Tenn., Jmiuary 31, 18C3. 

General BRAaa: 

General : I am in receipt of yours of the 30th, in reply to mine of the 
same date. In it you say you designed your circular should contain but 
one point of inquiry, and that was whether your corps and division com- 
manders would give you for future reference a statement of what trans- 
pired between us in regard to the retreat from Murfreesborough. I have, 
therefore, now to say that the opinions and counsel which I gave you on 
that subject prior to the retreat are those that are embodied in my in- 
dorsement of the note of my division commanders (Generals Ohoathani 
and Withers) of January 3,-^ which are in your possession, and 1 have to 
add that they were deliberately considered, and are such as I would give 
again under the same circumstances. 

Eespectfully, your servant, 

. L. POLK, 

Lieutenant- General^ Gommandmy, 


[Addenda.] 

Shblbyville, Tenn., March 21, 1803. 

Lieuteuant-General Polk, 

Gomtnandinff Corps, Army of Tennessee : 

Gbnekal : To-day for the first we feel assured of a verbal mistake 
having been committed in the note addressed byiis through you to the 
general commanding, bearing date “Headquarters in tluj Field, Mur- 
freesborough, Tenn., January 3, 1803 — 12.15 a. m.”t The second sen- 
tence, beginning “You have but three brigades,” should have been 
Yon have but three divisions, &c. We make this correction simply to 
place ourselves right, not that we consider the mistake of • writing bri- 
gades when wo purposed and believed we had written divisions either 
did or should have altered the determination at last arrived [reached 1!J. 

Will you, genera], do ns the justice to transmit this explanation to the 
general commanding, and oblige, very respectfully, &c., 

B. F. CHEATHAM, 
Major-General, G. 8. Army. 

J. M. WITHERS, 

Major-General, 

Tullahoma, Tenn., April 2, 1803. 

Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 

Shelhyville, Term. : 

General : I have your letter of the 31st ultimo, and thank you for 
the explanations you give me. I never supposed that you intended the 
construction to he placed on that part of your report which 1 feared 
might be. 

Still, I apprehend that many pereons, not reading critically, may inier 
that I was responsible for the failure to gain a coinplete victory, since 
it is stated that four of my brigades were ordered to report to you ; that 
they came in detachments of two each, at long intervals, and too late 
to accomplish the result, which would have been the utter rout of the 
enemy if they had arrived in time. 

Many may say, -since I was ordered to report four brigades to you, 
how did it happen that they came in two detachments, the first two 

t See Incloeure No. 3, p. 700. 


* See Indorsement No. 1 , n. 700. 
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hours after the time, and the other still an hour later, when their timely 
arrival would have changed the face of affairs ? 

It occurs to me that the inference will be unfavorable to my conduct, 
although not conclusive against me. Of course, you could not know 
when I received the orders, nor with what alacrity I obeyed them, ex- 
cept from my own report. All I could request W’ould be the exclusion 
of an inference that, in obeying an order to report to you with four bri- 
gades, I had delayed two hours with half the force, and three hours 
with the remainder. The question, as it affects me personally, is not, 
did the brigades arrive too late for the opportune moment, but, is it 
inferable from the report that I was responsible for it. If an erroneous 
construction is placed on your report, it may work me great injury, since 
it will be read by many thousands through the Confederacy. 

With the kindness and frankness which hjas always marked your inter- 
course with me, you say that if it had occurred to you that this construc- 
tion might be put upon your language, you would have so shaped it as 
to make such an interpr^ation impossible, and that, if I think it of any 
importance to me, you will endeavor to have the correction made before 
your report is printed. 

Under the circumstances that surround me, it will be grateful to my 
feelings if you can, in the way you deem best, exclude the construction 
to which I have referred. 

Very truly, your friend, 

JOHISr 0. BEECKINEIDGE. 


Headquarters Polkas Corps, Army op Tennessee, 

June 15, 1863. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, ISeoretary of War ; 

Sir: The reports of General Polk, of the battle of Shiloh, General 
Bragg, of Perry ville, and Bragg and Breckinridge, of Murfreesborough, 
have appeared in the public papers, and, it was understood, by permis- 
sion of the War Department. 

The large body of Tennessee troops serving under General Polk were 
anxious to see his report of the battles of Murfreesborough and Perry- ‘ 
ville, and as there was no reason to suppose the Government would 
object to granting permission for the publication of these reports, which 
has been accorded in the case of those of other general officers, and as 
many errors appeared in the copy of General Polkas report of Shiloh, I 
sent to the gentleman through whom these reports were being pub- 
lished in the Knoxville Eegister, its Eichmond correspondent, “ S. L.,” a 
corrected copy of General Polk’s report of the battle of Murfreesborough, 
and wrote him, under date of May 5, as follows : 

I send you a carefully revised copy of General Polks report of the hattle of Mur- 
freeshorough. ^ * This report is sent you predicated on the supposition that its 

publication has been authorized, and that the Secretary of War will give you access 
to the originals in the Department. Should he, however, refuse, you will not, of 
course, nse the report. 

The publication not appearing, I asked Mr. B. B. Minor to call at the 
War Office and see if there was any objection to its publication. This 
he did, and I am this morning in receipt of a note from him saying : 

I find ohjoctions are entertained to the puhlicatioii of the reports of the battles 'of 
Perry ville and Murfreesborough. It is now under advisement whether to publish them 
prior to and outside of the usual mode. No access will be allowed to them at present. 

In the mean time, since Mr. Minor left these headquarters for Eich- 
mond, the Knoxville Eegister, of the Cth, announced that it would, the 
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next clay, publish General Polk’s report of the battle of Murfreesbor- 
on^^h, which had been forwarded by its Eiehmond corresi)oudont, 

•L,” the party to whom the corrected copy had been sent, and the report 
was accordingly published, as inclosed. I have thought it due to my- 
self and to General Polk to make these statements to the Department, 
in explanation of the appearance of the report. 

Since writing the foregoing, I have, in answer to an inquiry, rec^cived 
the following dispatch from the editor of the Ecgistcr : 

I had no express authority of the Goverimiont. for n General Polk’s re- 
port, hut as my correspondeut at Eichmoud had been .■ 1 1 . -o ■ « to olheial copies 

of the other reports, and it expressed no disapproval of their publication, I inferred its 
consent. 

J. A. SPEREY. 

I hare the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

” W. B. KlOnMOND, 

Aiilo-de-Oamp. 

P. S. — ^Mr. Minor, in bis conminnication, informs me that no supple- 
mentary report of the battle of Mnrfreesborou.s>h bad been received at 
the War Department. Such a report was made and forwai'ded to your 
office, and this postscript is added iu explanation of Us publication with 
the main report. 

[Indorseiu(‘iit.] 

The explanation of this publication is little satislactory. Express 
authority of the Department should bo obtained before the 'copy of any 
official paper is intrusted to the agents of tbo press, who are' under a 
strong temptation to publish as nows whatev’cr may be inci‘re.''(ing to 
their readers. 

J. A. S., 
ticcrctary. 


No. U)3. 

Be^orts of Maj, Oen. Benjamin F. Cheatham, G. Ij, Arnii/, commanding 

First Division. 

Headquaeteks Oheatuam’s Division, 

Polk’s Coups, aujiy op Tennessee, 

HhelhyvlUe, Tenu., Febriumi 30, 1803. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of tlio action of tins 
division in the battles before Mnrfreesborough, commencing on Decmn- 
ber 30, 1802, and ending on January 3, ]8(>3: 

The division is composed of the following brigades au<l batteries: 
Brig. Gen. D. S. Donelson’s brigade: Sixteenth Regiment Tennessee 
Volunteers, Col. John H. Savage; Tlnrly-eighth R<^gimeut 'r(mne.ssoe 
Volunteers, Col. John C. Carter; Cifty-lirst Kegimeiit Tennessee Volun- 
Chester; Eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. 
W, L. Moore; Biglity-fourth Regiment Tennes.see Volunteers, Col. H. S. 
Stanton; Capt. W. W. Carnes’ liglit battery. 

Brig. Gen. A.P. Stewart’s brigade: Fourth ami Fifth Regiments Ten- 
nessee Volunteers, Col, O. F. Strahl; Twenty-fourtb Regimeiit Teime.vsec 
Volunteers, Col. ^ B. W. Bratton; Thirty-tirst and Thirty-third Regi- 
ments Ten^ssee Volunteers, Col. E. E, Tansil; Nineteenth Regiment 
Tennessee Volunteers, Col, F. M. Walker; Capt. T. J. Stanford’s light 
battery. 

Brig. Gen. George Maney’s brigade: First Regiment Tennessee Vol- 
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uuteers, Col. H. E. Feild; Fourth Eegimeut Teiiuessee Yolunteers, Col. 
J. A. McMuiry 5 Sixth and Isfinth Eegiinents Tennessee Volunteers, Col. 
C. S. Hurt; Capt. Frank Maney’s company of sharpshooters j Oapt 
[then Lieut.] W. B. Turner^s light battery (Mississippi). 

Bng. Gen. Preston Smith’s brigade: One hundred and fifty -fourth 
Senior Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel [M. Magev- 
Ji*.] ; Thirteenth Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. A, J. Vaughan, 
[jr.;] Forty seventh Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Major [Thomas E. 
Shearon] ; Twenty -ninth Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, [Maj. John B. 
Johnson;] Ninth Texas Infantry, Col. W. H. Young; Captain [P. T.] 
Allin’s company of sharpshooters; Capt, W. L. Scott’s light battery. 

On December 26, General Maney’s brigade, being on outpost duty at 
Stewart’s Creek, hearing heavy firing in front, was moved forward by 
General Maney to La Vergne, 5 miles toward Nashville, where he came 
in sight of the enemy advancing, who encamped that night 3 miles be- 
yond La Vergne. After a consultation with General Wheeler, who was 
stationed at this advanced post with his cavalry brigade, they advised 
the commander-in-chief that a general advance of the enemy had com- 
menced. 

On the morning of the 27th the enemy again commenced his advance, 
onr troops, both infantry and cavalry, skirmishing constantly with the 
enemy, and gradually falling back, the infantry that night halting at 
Overall’s Creek, and next day falling back to Murfreesborough. 

On Monday morning, at daylight, the command (having the day pre- 
vious cooked three days’ rations, struck their tents, loaded their wagons 
and sent them to the rear) commenced crossing Stone’s Eiver, and formed 
line of battle in the following order, from right to left: First Brigade, 
Brigadier-General Donelson commanding; Second Brigade, Brigadier- 
General Stewart commanding ; Third Brigade, Brigadier-General Maney 
commanding; Fourth Brigade, Col. A. J. Vaughan, [jr.,] commanding, 
the line extending from the Nashville Eailroad, on the right, to Frank- 
lin road, on the left. My division was formed from 500 to 800 yards in 
rear of Major-General Withers’ division, and was the supporting force 
to that division, which formed the front line of Polk’s corps. 

Nothing of importance occurred until the middle of tlie day on Tues- 
day, when, the enemy having commenced deploying and forming his 
lines in our front, heavy skirmishing was commenced between the op- 
posing forces and continued to increase until near sunset, when, the 
enemy having established his lines as far to his right as the Triune road, 
where my left rested, in a dense cedar thicket, and more than 300 yards 
in front of Colonel Loomis’ brigade, the firing became very heavy. In 
the mean time Eobertson’s battery, which had been placed in position in 
the Triune road, supported in rear by the One hundred and fifty-fourth 
Tennessee Eegiment, which I had detached from Colonel Vaughan’s 
brigade for that special duty, opened upon the enemy a heavy fire, 
which was promptly answered by two of the enemy’s batteries. In a 
short time afterward, three of the enemy’s regiments made a dash on 
Eobertson’s battery, but were repulsed by a few rounds of canister from 
the battery and a well-directed volley of musketry from the One hundred 
and fifty-fourth* Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers and two Alabama regi- 
ments on Colonel Loomis’ left, after losing quite a number in killed 
and wounded. During this engagement Captain Eobertsoh had 14 men 
wounded and several killed, and one ammunition chest blown up by the 
explosion of a shell from the enemy. The One hundred and fifty -fourth 
Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers lost considerably in this engagement, 
but behaved therqselves most gallantly. The enemy’s batteries kept up 
45 R R.— VOL XX, PT I 
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a continual shelling until quite dark. The loss in Loomis’ and V aughan’s 
brigades and Eobertson’s battery was over 75. 

At daylight on the morning of the 31 st, tlie attack was commenced 
on our extreme left by Major-General McGown’s division, supported by 
Major-General Cleburne’s division, of Lieutenant-General Hardee’s corps, 
the plan of the battle being that the attack should be made by brigades, 
each advancing to the front, attacking the enemj^’s lines, then wheeling 
to the right to take him in flank, to be followed up in like manner from 
left to right. 

At 7 o’clock Colonel Loomis’ brigade, in the front line, was ordered to 
the attack, and being not more than 300 yards from the enemy’s lines, 
was immediately engaged. His command had to cross an open woods 
and a corn-field in order to reach the enemy, who were strongl^^ posted 
in a cedar wood. He made a gallant dash, but after reaching near the 
woods was compelled to fall back to his original position, wliere the 
command was soon reorganized under my own superintendence. 

In the mean time the supporting brigade under Colonel Vaughan had 
advanced over the same ground and attacked the enemy furiously, 
driving him away from and capturing two of his guns, but was forced 
to give orders to his command to fall back, on account of the murderoiivS 
fire being poured into his front, and particularly a raking fire that was 
turned upon him from his right, completely enfilading his lines. They, 
however, retired in good order, and in a few moments after being re- 
formed were again sent forward by me, with instructions to bear some- 
what to the right, so as partially to avoid the heavy wood. 

In the mean time the Ninth Texas Regiment, under the command of 
that gallant officer, Col. W, H. Young, who did not hear the order, be- 
came detached and was farther to the left. It remained in the woods 
and continued to fight the enemy, and at last charged them on their 
flank and drove them from the woods on tlieir entire right, losing very 
heavily. In the first assault made by Colonel Loomis’ brigade that 
officer was so wounded by the falling of a limb cut from a tree tliat he had 
to turn over the command to the next senior otilcer (Colonel Coltart). 
The brigade suffered very severely in this charge. Colonel Vanglniifs 
brigade also suffered very severely in its desperate charge against the 
same stronghold. Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan and Major [Peter TL] Cole, 
both of the Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, were mortally 
wounded ; also a very large number of officers and men. 

At about 8 o’clock, Colonel Manigault’s brigade moved out and at- 
tacked the enemy direcrly in his front. He met with very strong resist- 
ance, and after Colonel Loomis was comiadlc^l to fall back, and the 
enemy’s fire turned upon his left flank, enfilading his lines, he w^as com- 
pelled to retire. He, however, soon rallied his command, made another 
gallant attack, and was forced to fall back a secoml time. At this junc- 
ture General Mauey’s brigade came up and took position on the Id't of 
Manigault’s, when they moved forward and took position facing toward 
the Wilkinson pike, near the Harding house, when two batteries of the 
enemy opened upon them, one of them in the woods on Manigault’s 
right, and on the west side of the WTlkinson ])ike ; the other on the (»ast 
side of the pike. At this place I came up with Colonel Vaughan’s bri- 
gade. General Maney had placed Captain [Lieutenant] Turner’s bat- 
tery of Napoleon guns in position near the brick- kiln, which in a short 
time silenced the battery on the east side of the road. Colonel Mani- 
gault assailed the one in the woods Avith two regiments, but did not 
succeed in capturing it. Having made my dispositions, I ordered Colo- 
nel Vaughan to move forward with his brigade, and take position on 



Chap. XXXIL] 


THE stone’s EIVER CAMPAIGN. 


707 


General Cleburne’s right, which was in the woods to my front and left. 
General Maney and Colonel Manigault I accompanied across the Wil- 
kinson pike, just in front of the enemy’s battery last mentioned, which 
the enemy had abandoned on our approach. The one in the woods to 
our right was also abandoned, most of the horses having been so dis- 
abled that the guns could not be removed. After crossing the Wilkin- 
son pike, I rode forward to the cedar brake toward the N’ashville pike, 
where I found General Stewart’s brigade hotly engaging the enemy. 
He captured three of his guns, drove him through the woods and be- 
yond the field to the Nashville pike. During this encounter. Colonel 
Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth Tennessee Volunteers, a most* gallant 
officer, was killed. Colonel Vaughan advanced with Cleburne’s divis- 
ion, fighting and driving the enemy until he reached the Nashville pike, 
when the enemy’s fire became so heavy he was forced to retire, after 
having again driven the enemy from two of his guns. Late in the even- 
ing 1 placed him on the Wilkinson pike, in the rear of General Cleburne’s 
division, with instructions to remain there until further orders. This 
brigade acted most gallantly daring the entire day, having had two 
terrible engagements, losing 705 men out of 1,813. 

About 10 o’clock General Donelson’s brigade was ordered forward to 
the sui)port of General Chalmers’ brigade, which had been partially 
driven back. General Donelson pressed forward through the open field 
in front of the burnt house, under a terrific fire of twenty pieces of artil- 
lery and a heavy infantry force. Colonel Savage’s regiment (Sixteenth 
Tennessee) and three companies of the Fifty-first Tennessee passed to 
the right of the house, extending to the river on the right; the remain- 
der of the Fifty-first, with the Eighth and Thirty-third Regiments, 
passing to the left of the house, advanced, under a heavy fire of in- 
fantry, toward the south end of the cedar brake. During this advance 
Colonel Moore, of the Eighth Tennessee, had his horse killed under 
him, and in a few moments afterward that gallant officer fell, dead, 
having been shot through the heart by a minie ball. The Eighth Ten- 
nessee Regiment, now under the command of its gallant lieutenant- 
colonel, John H. Anderson, dashed forward into the cedar brake, drove 
the enemy before them, charged and captured a battery, and, in con- 
nection with the Thirty-eighth and seven companies of the Fifty-first 
Tennessee Regiments, fought and drove the enemy out of the south end 
of the brake, through the open field to his reserves on the Nashville 
pike, capturing from liOO to 700 prisoners. Colonel Savage, of the Six- 
teenth Tennessee^ advanced beyond the burnt house (Cowan), and took 
position on the right of the railroad, and for three hours held the col- 
umns of infantry in his front in check, and when, after the arrival of 
General Adams’ brigade, he withdrew his regiment, he left 30 dead men 
in the line he had occupied. The loss of this regiment was 207 out of 
402, being over one-half. The Eighth Tennessee, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Anderson, lost 306 men and officers out of 472, which shows 
what they had to contend against. The other regiments of this brigade 
sufiered nearly as badly. 

As soon as [it was] discovered that our advanced line had been, checked, 
I immediately commenced forming a double line of infantry in the cedar 
brake, in order to resist any movement the enemy might make against 
ns. General Stewart’s brigade being in the advance, was first aligned. 
General Maney’s brigade was formed on its left, and Colonel Loomis’ 
on its right, with Generals Donelson’s, Preston’s, Adams’, and Mani- 
ganlt’s brigades in the rear line. General McCown formed his division 
on the left of General Maney. In this position they remained until 
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night, a great portion of the time under a heavy fire of the enemy^s 
artillery. 

On Friday morning the brigades of Generals Preston and Adams were 
withdrawn, when the lines were reformed and straightened, and Smith’s 
brigade was brought forward and placed in the lines, he having arrived 
and taken command on Thursday. 

On Wednesday there was but little done by my artillery, on account 
of the impossibility of advancing it through the cedars and pedregal on 
my left. Captain [Lieutenant] Turner’s battery was brought into action 
on that day by General Maney and did good service. 

On Friday and Saturday Captains Stanford, Scott, Carnes, and [Lieu- 
tenant] Turner did excellent service with their guns, which had been 
advanced up the railroad by order of Lieutenant-General Polk. Lieu- 
tenant [A. A.] Hardin, of Captain Stanford’s battery, with one section, 
was sent to the assistance of Colonel Manigault on Tuesday, and, while 
gallantly working his rifled pieces, was killed by a round shot. 

On Sunday morning, at 1 o’clock, preparations having been previously 
made, my command brought up the rear as the army slowly fell back 
toward Shelbyville. 

Although my division was originally placed in the second line as a 
supporting force, it was not long before it was all under fire and hotly 
engaged with the enemy, and I am proud to say that each brigade did 
good service. I cannot omit this opportunity to express my thanks 
for the fortitude with which they bore the hardships and their gallant, 
soldier-like bearing during the eight trying days they were in line of 
battle, and most of the time under fire. 

A list of casualties of my command is herewith inclosed, the loss being 
277 killed, 1,597 wounded, and 65 missing. Total, 1,939.* 

My stafi* with me on the field — Maj. John Ingram, assistant adjutant- 
general; Maj. Joseph Vaulx,' fjr.,] assistant inspector-general; Maj. 
George V. Young, chief quartermaster ; Maj. B. J. Butler, chief of sub- 
sistence; Maj. J. A. Cheatham, chief of ordnance; Lieut. J. G. Mann, 
engineer officer, and Lieut. A. L. Eobertson, aide-de-camp — all managcil 
their separate departments to my entire satisfaction. 

Capt. Eobert L. Weakly, who was badly wounded, and Lieutenant 
[J. H.] Marsh, of the artillery ; Lieut. Thomas [H.] Henderson, adjutant 
of the Sixth Tennessee ; Capt. E. A. Alston, of South Carolina, and 
Capt. J. Webb Smith, volunteer aides-de-camp, all behaved gallantly, 
and did good service in transmitting orders over the extensive field of 
operations during the day. 

Maj. F. H. McNairy, my aide-de-camp, who had accompanied me on all 
previous battle-fields, was, unfortunately, absent, having been severely 
wounded by the accidental discharge of a pistol at Knoxville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. CHEATHAM, 

Maj. Gen.^ Oomdg. Gheatham^s Div.^ PoWs Corps^ Army of Tenn. 

Maj. Thomas M. Jack, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees Cheatham’s Division, 

Shelbyville^ Tenn.^ January 8, 1803. 
SiE ; In compliance with orders from corps headquarters, the follow- 
ing report of the number of officers and men killed, wounded, and miss- 


Seo totals in tabulated statement, p. 077. 




Chap, xsxn.] THE STONE’S EIVER CAMPAIGN. 709 


ing in the recent engagement near Mnrfreesborough, Tenn., is respect- 
. fully submitted: 


Brigades. 

Killed. 

"Wounded. | 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Donelson’s 

10 

98 

42 

533 

1 

16 

700 

Stewart’s 

g 

65 

23 

311 


2j 

399 

Mauey’s 

3 

19 

12 

151 


8 

1Q3 

Smith’s 

7 

98 

48 

516 

3 

35 

707 

Total* 

28 

270 

125 

1,611 

4 

61 

1,999 


B. F. CHEATHAM, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Laiclostire.] 

Eeijori of offic&'S and men actually engaged in the hattle of Murfreesborongh^ in Cheatham's 

division. 


Command. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Aggregate. 

Donelson’s brigade ; 

8th Tennessee 

38 

1 

486 

474 

407 

ICth Tennessee 

24 

883 

38th Tounessee 

20 

262 

282 

5lst Tennessee 

23 

270 

293 

73 

Camns’ bat.t.flrv _ 

5 

68 

'' 



Total 


110 

1,419 

1,629 



Stewart’s brigade • 

4.t h and .5 ill TannAssflA 


41 

417 

; 458 

380 
844 
379 
74 


33 

348 


31 

313 


34 

345 


4 

70 






142 

1,493 

1,636 



Maney’s brigade ; 


23 

434 

457 


34 

337 

371 

nth and 91 li Tennessee .1 ............a............................ 

38 

374 

412 


3 

58 

61 


3 

78 

81 





101 

1,281 

1, 382 



Smith’s brigade; 

TannAftflAA^ , 


25 

297 

322 


16 

236 

252 


30 

224 

254 


16 

247 

263 


25 

253 

27£ 


24 

299 

32c 


3 

47 

6C 


4 

77 

81 






143 

ijeso” 

1,82? 





496 

6,873 

6.36i 


51( 




iTii! 


Total loss, 1,939. Loss, ^5 per cent 

Respeotfolly submitted. p. CHEATHAM, 

Majot’^Offneral, Commanding Division. 


But see tabulated statement on p. 677, agreeing witb totals given above. 
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m. 194 . 

« 

Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel S. Donelson^ C. 8. Arimj^ commanding First 

Brigade. 

Headquarters First BrkxAde, First Division, 

Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee, 

Shelby ville, lenn.^ Jwmiary 20, 1863. 

I have the honor to submit a report of the part taken by the First Bri- 
gade in the late engagement with the enemy before Murfreesborough. 

The brigade was composed of the following regiments and battery, 
viz: The Sixteenth Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John H. Sav- 
age; the Thirty-eightb Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. Jolin C. 
Carter; the Fifty-first Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John Ches- 
ter; the Eighth Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. W. L. Moore; 
Eighty-fourth Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. S. S. Stanton, and 
Captain Carnes’ battery. The Eighty-fourth Eegiment, being a new 
and very small regiment, was assigned to my command on the morning 
of December 29, 1862, only two days before the battle. 

In obedience to orders, the tents were struck and the wagons packed 
and sent to the rear Sunday night, 27th ultimo. 

At daylight Monday morning the brigade was moved to and assumed 
its line of battle, which was second and supporting to the first line of 
battle, two companies of Colonel Savage’s, the right regiment, extending 
across the railroad, and Colonel Carter’s, the left regiment, across the 
Wilkinson pike, its left resting on the right of General Stewart’s brigade. 
This line of battle, with General Chalmers’ brigade in front, which mine 
was to support, was formed on the brow of the hill, about 300 yar<ls in 
a southeast direction from the white house, known as Mrs. Janies’. That 
position was retained under an occasional shelling, with but few casual- 
ties, until dark Tuesday evening, when, in obedience to orders from Lieu- 
tenant-General Polk, the brigade was moved forward to the front lino, to 
relieve General Chalmers’ brigade, which had already held that, position 
three days and nights. Before day the brigade returned to its projier 
position, and General Chalmers’ brigade resumed its place on tlic front 
line. 

During the night a general order from General Bragg was received 
directing a vigorous and persistent attack at daylight by our left wing on 
the right of the enemy, the whole of both lines conforming to the move- 
ments of the left wing, gradually wheeling and attacking the enemy UvS 
soon as the advance of the left wing should justify it. Orders were 
received from Lieutenant-General Polk directing me to conform the 
movements of my brigade to those of General Chalmers’ brigade, always 
keeping in close supporting distance— about 2,000 feet in rear~and to 
support it promptly when ordered. Orders also came from Major-Gen- 
eral Cheatham directing me to obey any orders which I might receive 
from Major-General Withers, who gave me orders similar to those re- 
ceived from Lieutenant-General Polk. 

In obedience to the foregoing orders, I moved my brigade, except 
Stanton’s regiment, forward at lOo’clock Wednesday morning, Deceipber 
31 (the right being the directing regiment and the railroad the lino of 
direction), until it reached the front line, from which General Chalmers’ 
brigade had started, where it was halted until orders should be received 
to advance to the support of General Chalmers. From the moment I 
moved from my first position in the morning until dark that night my 
brigade was constantly under the fire of shot and shell from the enemy’s 
batteries, and it sustained more or less loss in killed and wounded on 
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every part of the field to which it was assigned for duty. This accounts 
to some extent for the heavy loss it sustained. 

Colonel Stanton’s regiment, being a new and small one, and having 
received its arms only the day before, I deemed it best to leave it in the 
rear, in support of Captain Carnes’ battery, and I consequently gave the 
requisite orders for that purpose. 

The brigade had occupied its position along the front line (behind 
Chalmers’ breastworks) only a few minutes, when, General Chalmers 
having received a severe wound, his brigade was broken and the greater 
part of it fell back in disorder and confusion. Under orders from Lieu- 
tenant-General Polk, I immediately advanced my brigade to its support, 
and, indeed, its relief, under a shower of shot and shell of almost every 
description. During this advance my horse was shot under me, from 
which, and another wound received at the Cowan house, he died during 
the day. In advancing upon and attacking the enemy under such a fire, 
my brigade found it impossible to preserve its alignment, because of the 
walls of the burnt house known as Cowan’s and the yard and garden 
fence and picketing left standing around and about it^ in consequence 
of which, Savage’s regiment, with three companies of Chester’s regiment, 
went to the right of the Cowan house, and advanced upon the enemy until 
they were checked by three batteries of the enemy, with a heavy in- 
fantry support, on the hill to the right of the railroad, while the other 
two regiments (Carter’s and Moore’s), with seven companies of Chester’s 
regiment, went to the left of that house through a most destructive 
cross-fire, both of artillery and small-arms, driving the enemy and sweep- 
ing everything before them until they arrived at the open field beyond 
the cedar brake, in a northwest direction from the Cowan house, when, 
having exhausted their ammunition, they retired to the Wilkinson pike 
in order to leforin their regiments and replenish their cartridge-boxes. 
The two regiments and seven companies that went to the left of the 
Cowan house charged, drove, and pursued the enemy very rapidly, load- 
ing and firing as they advanced, and did great execution. 

In the charge immediately upon entering the woods after leaving the 
Cowan house, we had to deplore the loss of Col. W. L. Moore, of the 
Eighth liegiment Tennessee Yolnnteers, when the command of the reg- 
iment devolved upon the gallant Lieut. Col. John H. Anderson, who 
proved himself fully equal to the responsible post he had been so sud- 
denly called upon to assume. Colonel Moore’s horse was killed under and 
fell upon him. Disengaginghimself as soon as possible, he advanced on 
foot with his regiment only a short distance when he was shot through 
the heart and instantly killed. His fate was that which, if he must fall, 
he himself would have chosen — dying upon the field of his glory, his 
regiment fighting most gallantly around him, and he himself in the full 
and energetic discharge of his whole duty, without a pang and without 
a struggle. In the death of Colonel Moore the service has lost one of 
its most valuable officers, the country a devoted patriot, and the commu- 
nity in which he lived an excellent and most estimable citizen. 

In the charge through the cedar woods to the left of the Cowan house. 
Colonel Carter’s report shows that his regiment captured seven pieces of 
artillery and about 500 prisoners; Colonel Chester’s, that his regiment 
captured three pieces of artillery and several hundred prisoners,* and 

*As exx>lanatory of tlie capture of the battery by the Eighth Tennessee Regiment, 
connnautlod by Li'out. Col. John H. Anderson, of - vC."'’ I . it may be proper, under 

the circumstances, for me to say that the regi:- \ ■ i ImI ■ «. horses when the gunners 
surrendered as prisoners of war, leaving Col. [George W.] Roberts, who was pointed 
out by one of the prisoners as their colonel in command of the brigade, dead near the 
gnus.' I make this statement in order that the facts may be known. — [D. S, D.] 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson’s, that his re^^iment captured six pieces of 
artillery and about 400 prisoners. Itispossible that these gentlemen, with 
the most honest intentions and in perfect good faith, may have counted 
some of the same guns as being captured by their respective regiments ; 
but I am satisfied, upon a full conversation with them all and a knowl- 
edge of the ground over which they passed, and the position and move- 
ments of the other troops upon the same field, that the brigade captured 
at least eleven pieces of artillery and over 1,000 prisoners. 

Colonel Savage’s regiment, with three companies of Colonel Chester’s, 
held, in my judgment, the critical position of that part of the field. Un- 
able to advance, and determined not to retire, having received a message 
from Lieutenant-General Polk that I should in a short time be re-enforced 
and properly supported, I ordered Colonel Savage to hold his position 
at all hazards, and I felt it to be my duty to remain with that part of the 
brigade, holding so important and hazardous a position as that occupied 
by him. Colonel Savage, finding the line he had to defend entirely too 
long for the number of men under his command, and that there was 
danger of his being flanked, either to the right or left, as the one or the 
other wing presented the weaker front, finally threw out the greater jiart 
of his command as skirmishers, as well to deceive the enemy as (o our 
strength in his rear as to protect his long line, and held his position, with 
characteristic and most commendable tenacity, for over three hours. At 
the expiration of that time Jackson’s brigade came up to my supports 
but instead of going to the right of the Cowan house and to the support 
of Colonel Savage, it went to the left of the house and over the gromnl 
which the two left regiments and seven companies of my brigade had 
already gone over. After Jackson’s, General Adams’ brigade came up 
to the support of Colonel Savage, when, the latter withdrawing his r<»gi- 
inent to make way for it, it attacked the enemy with spirit ibr a sliort 
time, but it w^as soon driven back in disorder and confusion, Colonel 
Savage’s regiment retiring with it. Subsequently, Preston’s brigade 
came up to the same position, one regimen^, and more, going to 

the right of the Cowan house, and were n p{i:-i •!, i. the remainder 
of the brigade went to the left of the house and over the same ground 
which a part of my brigade and all of Jackson’s liad already traversed. 

About this time I rejoined the two left regiments and seven (‘.ornpanies 
of my brigade drawn up in line of battle on the right ol* Ste wart’s brigade 
at the edge of the open field, after passing through the cedar woods to 
the right of the Wilkinson pike. Here we remained under a very heavy 
fire from the enemy’s artillery, both of shell and shot, until dark, when 
I withdrew my brigade about 200 yards, for the night, throwing out a 
strong picket for its protection. During the night 1 ordered Colonel 
Savage’s command to rejoin the brigade, and collected all that I could 
of my stragglers, and had them brought to their respective, eommamls. 

On Thursday and Friday but little was done, save to keep inv men 
(under an occasional shelling) in line of battle and on the alert, either 
for any demonstration on the part of the enemy or any movement that 
might be in the contemplation of my commanding officers. During this 
interval my dead were buried, and my wounded, which had not already 
been cared for, properly attended to. 

Friday afternoon, under orders from Maior-General Cheatham, I moved 
my brigade forward, parallel with the Wilkinson pike, about half a mile, 
in order to relieve Maney’s brigade on the front line. There we remained, 
with a strong picket thrown out in fimt, and skirmishing with the ene- 
my’s pickets nearly all the while, until 1 o’clock Sunday morning, Jan- 
uary 4, when, in obedience to orders from Major-General Cheatham, we 
took up the line of March to Shelbyville. 
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The field officers — Colonels Savage, Carter, Chester, Anderson, and 
Major [H. W.] Cotter — all distinguished themselves by the coolness and 
courage they displayed upon the field, and greatly contributed to the 
successes achieved by their respective commands by the skill and reso- 
lution with which they managed and maneuvered them. Colonel Stan- 
ton’s regiment was not seriously engaged, though I do not doubt, if an 
opportunity had presented itself, that both he and his men would have 
fought most gallantly. Captain Carnes’ battery was separated from my 
brigade in consequence of the impossibility of its obtaining a suitable 
position in that part of the field from which to operate, and, therefore, it 
acted under other orders than my own. A report from Lieutenant [L. 
G-.l Marshall, herewith transmitted, will show its operations. 

We have to mourn the loss of many gallant officers and brave men, who 
fell in the faithful discharge of their duty on the field of battle. Capt. 
L. K. Savage, acting lieutenant-colonel, and Captain [J. J.] Womack, 
acting major of the Sixteenth Eegiment, most efficient officers, were 
severely, if not mortally, wounded, and Captain [D. C.] Spurlock, of the 
same regiment, an excellent officer and most estimable gentleman, was 
killed. Capt. B. H. Holland, of the Thirty-eighth Eegiment, was killed 
while gallantly bearing the colors of his regiment, and Acting Lieut. Col. 
E. A. Burford, of the Fifty -first, was wounded. These are but a part 
of those who were either killed or wounded, but I must refer for further 
details to the regimental reports, which I herewith transmit and beg to^ 
make a part of my own. The Eighth Eegiment lost most heavily both 
in officers and men. In Company I), the gallant Captain [M. C.] Shook 
was killed, and the lists show that out of 12 commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers and 62 men who went into the fight only 1 corpo 
ral and 20 men escaped. Other companies suffered almost as heavily. 

Of the general conduct of the officers and men of the brigade, I find 
it difficult to emx^loy terms of too high commendation. Cool, brave, and 
])romi)t in obeying every command upon the battle-field, they exhibited, 
during the week of hardships they were called upon to endure before 
Murfreesborough, a patience, fortitude, and cheerfulness worthy of the 
highest praise. The long list of killed and wounded, herewith trans- 
mitted, is a sad but a glorious testimony not only to their gallantry and 
courage, but .also to their patriotic devotion to their country and its 
righteous cause. Entering the field with only about 1,400 men, I have 
to deplore a loss of 691 in killed, wounded, and missing, with only 10 
missing, and a maiority, if not all, of those prisoners of war. 

1 cannot conclude this report without expressing my appreciation of 
the services of my staff*. I was attended on the battle-field by the fol- 
lowing staff* officers: Capt. John Bradford, niy brigade inspector, acting 
as assistant adjutant-general; James H. Wilkes, my clerk, acting as 
aide-de-camp, my assistant adjutant-general, Maj. James G. Martin, and 
Lieut. Samuel Douelson, my aide-de-camp, being absent on leave. My 
volunteer aides-de-camp were Cai)t. J. L. Eice, formerly of Colonel Bat- 
tle’s [Twentieth Tennessee] regiment ; Col. Granville Lewis, of Texas, 
and Henry Lindsley, of Lebanon, Tenn. I feel that I am doing but 
sheer justice to exx^ress my entire satisfaction with the conduct of every 
member of my staff*, for they rendered efficient services in carrying orders 
with promptness in the hottest of the conflict, particularly to that part 
of the field, on the right of my brigade, which the enemy was attempting 
to turn during the entire day, but where he was gallantly rexmlsed by 
the determined bravery of my troops. Mr. Lindsley had his horse killed 
by a cannon ball early in the* action, and was so severely wounded him- 
self that he had to retire from the field during the remainder of the^ 
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battle. My clerk (Wilkes) had his horse kille<l late in the afternoon 
near the Cowan house. It is but right that I should say that Colonel 
Lewis the previous day had obtained a musket, and was fully equipped 
to take the field in the ranks of Captain [W. G.] Burford’s company of 
Eighth [Tennessee] Eegiment, when, being informed of this fact, I in- 
vited him to take a position with me as volunteer aide, which he readily 
assented to do, and conducted himself with great coolness and deter- 
mined bravery. I have referred to Captain Eice as a relieved officer. I 
feel, from his "efficient services rendered in this battle, and ray knowledge 
of him as a man and an officer, that I am doing but simple justice to him, 
and a benefit to the cause and service, in recommending that Captain 
Eice be given a command at the earliest practicable i)eriod, knowing him 
to be qualified in an eminent degree to fill a high position. 

Accompanying this you will find an accurate list of both officers and 
men killed, wounded, and missing in my command. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. S. DOlsfELSON, 

Brigadier- General^ Gomdg. First Brigade^ Oheatham\s Dmsion. 

Maj. John Ingram, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


m. 195. 

Eeport of Lieut Col, John H, Anderson^ Eighth Teomessee Infantry, 

Camp near Shelbvville, Tenn., 

Jamiary 12, 1803, 

General: Below you will i^lease find a report of the part takvn by 
the Eighth [Tennessee] Eegiment in the late action before Murfro<‘s- 
borough : 

On the morning of December 29, the i*egiment was ordered into line 
of battle. We were placed in line of battle in an old field on the west 
side of Stone’s Eiver, my left resting on the left of the Wilkinson turn- 
pike road, in which position we remained, subjected during the time to 
heavy cannonade of shells, which did but little or no harm, until Wed- 
nesday morning, the 31st, at which time I received orders to hold my 
regiment in readiness to move forward at a momet)t\s notice to the vsup- 
port of Brigadier General Chalmers’ brigade, which was in our front. 
At about 10 o’clock our brigade was ordered forward. The Eighth moved 
off piomptly at the command, under a very heavy cannonade of shot ami 
shell. When we had arrived at the position formerly occupied by G<m 
eral Chalmers’ brigade, we were ordered to halt and lie down belund 
the little fortification constructed by his brigade of logs and rails. We 
remained in this position about twenty minutes under a perfect storm 
of shot and shell, causing considerable mortality in my regiment. In 
this position we lost 15 or 20 men killed and wounded, "it soon became 
apparent to every one that Chalmers’ brigade was giving way, for it was 
with great difficulty that I could keep his men from running over my 
men 5 they came running back in squads and companies, and I am satis- 
fied that before we left this position that at least twodhirds of the regi- 
ment that had formerly occupied the position we were in had returned. 
We were then ordered forward to the cha.rge, which was rcsi)on(le(l to 
by the Eighth Eegiment with a yell, the gallant Colonel Moore leading. 
We moved forward at a double- quick, under a perfect, hail of shot, shell, 
and grape, when we arrived at 'the burnt brick house. The regiment 
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was thrown into some confusion, caused by the house and some picket 
fence and a portion of Chalmers’ men that had remained behind the house, 
there being several fences and the house and a portion of Chalmers’ men 
that were in the way, causing some four of the companies on the right of 
the regiment to pass around and through the best way they could. At 
this juncture the enemy in our front opened a terrible fire upon us with 
small-arms, at a distance of about 75 or 100 yards. Such a fire I do not 
suppose men were ever before subjected to. At this point the colonel’s 
horse fell, and I supposed that he himself was either killed or wounded. 
Seeing the condition in which the regiment was placed, with a powerful 
enemy in our front and on the right and left — for at this time we were 
then in front of the balance of the brigade, and the enemy were cross- 
firing me right and left — and seeing so many of my men falling around 
me, I ordered them forward at a double-quick with fixed bayonets. 
The gallant Eighth responded with a shout, and leaped forward like men 
bent on conquering or dying in the attempt. When we had advanced 
about 50 or 60 yards, and were just entering the woods in our front, the 
colonel came up with sword in hand. He was not killed or wounded, 
as I expected ; it was only his horse. He had just reached the regiment 
again, and was urging them forward, when he fell, dead, shot through 
the heart with a miuie ball. The enemy in our front contested stub- 
bornly, and those on our right and left continued to pour a deadly fire 
into us. The enemy’s first line gave way before my men ; their second 
was brought forward, but could not stand the impetuosity of our charge, 
and they gave way. At this iioint it was reported to me that the enemy 
was trying to get away some artillery on my left. I immediately changed 
direction to the left, and charged them and captured their guns (three at 
one place), and weut 50 yards below. We captured one more by shoot- 
ing down their horses and stopped the piece. I also captured at this 
point about 400 prisoners belonging to the artillery and infantry, and 
we killed Colonel [George W.] Eoberts, who was commanding the bri- 
gade, as stated to me by the prisoners. 

Through the bloody charge I lost many gallant officers and men killed 
and wounded. The enemy in the woods in my front having come to 
a halt, and pouring a galling fire into us, I ordered the men forward 
again at a double quick ; they responded with a shout, and moved for- 
ward upon the enemy. At this point I was joined by the colors and 
about 100 men of the' Fitly first Regiment, who came in on my left. I 
or<lered them forward with my men, which orders they obeyed promptly. 
We charged the enemy in his position in the woods, under a perfect 
storm of bullets, and drove him before us. 

iAbout this time I was joined by Colonel Chester in person. We then 
continued driving the enemy before us, when it was reported to me that 
they were trying to flank me on my right. I then changed direction to 
the right, and moved forward upon him, and struck his flank and rear, 
in which position I halted and gave him a deadly fire, being too weak 
in strength to close in behind him. About this time I heard a heavy 
fire to right, in front of the enemy, whose flank I was upon. I sent an 
officer forward to see what it was, and, if it was our force, which I felt 
confident it was, to inform the commander of my position, that he might 
not tire into me, and also to tell tlie commander to charge them at a 
double-quick and drive them by me, that I might shoot them down, 
wliich he did in gallant style ; still, when he came up, it proved to be the 
]S iueteeuth Tennessee Regiment. I then formed on his left, and moved 
forward to t he point, dri vin g the enemy before us. It was then reported 
to me that the enemy was flanking me on my left. I immediately changed 
direction to the left and moved upon him, when he rave wav and fled 
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througli the old field in front of the woods oconpied by us when wejeft 
the other night, when we charged him to the old field through which he 
fled. We halted in the edge of woods, and gave him a deadly, fire as he 
ran through the old field. The effect of that fire was apparent to every 
one who visited that place, for the edge of the woods and the field for 
200 or 300 yards was strewn with his dead and wounded. When we 
were unmasked by his force, the enemy, from his batteries on the hill in 
our front, opened ‘upon us a perfect hail of grape and canister, when I 
ordered the men back into the woods. I then fell back to the old house 
in the rear of the woods, to gather together the remainder of the regi- 
ment, that had somewhat scattered in the charge through the dense 
woods, and to get a supply of ammunition. I remained there some time, 
and gathered all the men that I could get up, in company with -Colonels 
Carter and Chester, when we formed line on the right of General Stew- 
art’s brigade. The firing in our front being very heavy, we were ordered 
forward, which order we obeyed promptly, and moved to the front of 
the woods in front of the enemy, in the old field. In this position we 
remained under a very heavy fire of artillery until night closed this 
bloody and eventful day. 

Perhaps it is necessary that I should be more explicit in my explana- 
tion of my maneuvering in the woods. The reason why I had to change 
direction so often was that 1 was not supported either on the right or 
left. Our regiment drove the enemy in our front before this ; conse- 
quently, this force on the right and left remained in their position, and 
when i had got in their rear it seemed as if they were flanking me; but 
when I changed direction to the right, as you will see in the foregoing 
report, I struck his flank and rear ; and at that time the Nineteenth 
Tennessee came to my support on the right again, when I changed direc- 
tion to the left. I then discovered that support had arrived on my left, 
and was driving the enemy on my left. It was then that I struck the 
enemy’s flank on my left, when be was entering the old field. This force 
on my left I did not ascertain who it was, but supposed to be the Thirty- 
eighth Tennessee. 

It is generally the case in battles that every regiment that passes a 
battery claims to have taken it. In this case there can be no dispute, 
as we shot down the horses attached to the guns, and captured the men 
belonging to the guns. It is also claimed by my men. that there were 
two pieces more (in addition to the four that I have previously named) 
captured by the right of the regiment, some 75 yards to the right, mak- 
ing in aU six pieces. These two additional pieces I did not see at the 
time, as I was near the left of the regiment, but I did see them after- 
ward, and they must have been taken by my regiment, as it was the 
only force in these woods, and those guns, from their position, [were] 
covered by my regiment. * 

1 can [not] close this report without saying a few words in regard to 
the gallant Ool. W. L. Moore, though he fell early in that bloody charge. 
A more gallant and noble spirit never lived or died for his country. 
Loved and honored by his regiment, he fell gallantly battling for his 
country, and his native soil drank his blood. 

It would afford me great pleasure, and be but sheer justice, to speak 
at length of the many noble spirits among the officers and men of my 
regiment who gave their lives a sacrifice to their country and native 
State on that memorable day, but the casualties of the regiment speak 
more for those noble spirits than I could write in a volume. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. H. ANDERSON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding Mghth Tennessee. 
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1^0. 196. 

Re])ort of GoL John S, Savage^ Sixteenth Tennessee Infantry, 

January 8, 18G3. 

The following report of the conduct of the Sixteenth Tennessee Eegi- 
ment in the battle before Murfreesborongh, December 31, 1863, is re- 
spectfully submitted : 

When the advance was ordered, my regiment being the right of Cheat- 
ham’s division, I was directed by General Donelsou (through his aide, 
Captain [John] Bradford) to move along the railroad, but two companies 
to its right and eight on its left, taking the guide to the right. The 
advance was made under a heavy cannonade, and the line of battle and 
direction maintained, although serious obstructions impeded the march. 
The eight left companies advanced between the railroad and the turn- 
pike in front of the Cowan house without the slightest protection, engag- 
ing a battery and the enemy’s infantry in the woods at a distance of less 
than 150yards. The right companies advanced through a stalk-field to 
the edge of a cotton-patch. Here the enemy opened a heavy fire at short 
range from a line extending to the right as far as I could see. This killed 
Captain Spurlock, who fell while leading his men in the most gallant 
manner. At this moment it seemed to me that I was without the ex- 
pected support on my left, and that the line had divided and gone off in 
that direction. My men shot the horses and gunners of the battery in 

front, but I could not advance without being outflanked and by 

the enemy on my right 5 I therefore ordered them to halt and fire. in. 
a few moments my acting lieutenant-colonel (L. JIT. Savage) fell by my side, 
supposed mortally wounded, and my acting major ^Captain Womack) 
had his right arm badly broken. There were batteries to the right and 
left of the railroad which literally swept the ground. The men main- 
tained the fight against superior numbers with great spirit and obstinacy. 
The left companies, b^ing very near and without any protection, sus- 
tained a heavy loss. Thirty men were left dead upon the spot where they 
halted dressed in perfect line of battle. It was on the day following a 
sad spectacle, speaking more eloquently for the discipline and courage 
of the men than any words I can employ. Here the Thirty-ninth Forth 
Carolina came up in my rear, and I ordered it into line of battle to my 
right, but before it got into position the lieutenant-colonel was shot down 
and was carried from the field. Under the command of Captain [A. W. 
Bell] it continued under my control and did good service until driven 
from this j)osition, after which I lost sight of it. 

Seeing a heavy force of the enemy crossing the field to my right and 
rear, I ordered the line to fall back to the river, and formed two lines to 
the front and right. To cover this space the men were deployed as 
skirmishers. I also ordered forward a portion of Blythe’s Mississippi 
Begiment that had collected near the railroad, and was joined by Lieu- 
tenants [J. B.] Williamson and [T. W.] McMurry (Fifty-first Begiment) 
with three companies, who continued with me and did good service. 
This force checked and drove back the enemy advancing up the river, 
and a column that attempted to cut oft my whole party advancing along 
the railroad, but not without loss. Lieutenant [E. B.] Anderson, of the 
Sixteenth, a valuable officer, while directing the skirmishers was dan- 
gerously wounded and carried under the river bank by Privates Thomp- 
son and Adcock, all of whom were captured by the enemy upon his 
. subsequent advance. When Adams’ brigade advanced I drew back my 
little force to let it move to the front, which it did in gallant style, but 
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only for a short distance, when it broke and fled in confusion. Most of 
the men I had been controlling moved with it. I collected the men of 
the Sixteenth and Fifty-first, and moved to the front en 4clielon of Chal- 
mers’ position, and remained during the heavy cannonade on the enemy. 
While here two of my men were killed by a shell. I afterward moved, in 
connection with Colonel Stanton, near the burnt gin-house, and, halt- 
ing the regiment, went on foot to my first line of battle. About dark I 
sent a party after the body of Captain Spurlock, which captured a Yan- 
kee captain from his lines. 

I claim for my command great gallantry in action ; that it engaged 
and held in check superior forces of the enemy, who were attempting 
to turn our right— forces that afterward drove Adams’ and Preston’s 
brigades. 

Myflag-bearer (Sergeant Marberry) was disabled early in the charge. 
The flag was afterward borne by Private Womack, who was also wounded. 
The flag-staff was broken and hit with balls in three places ; the flag 
literally shot to pieces. The fragments were brought to me at night. 
I carried about 400 officers and men in action. The killed amount to 
36 ; the killed, wounded, and missing to 208, a list of which is forwarded. 
My men did not strip or rob the dead. 

The conduct of my recruits was most honorable. Many of them fell 
in the front rank beside the veteran soldier of the Sixteenth. It is diffi- 
cult to make distinction where all act well. While others deserve nobly, 
I feel that I ought not to fail to notice the courage and good conduct of 
Private Hackett, whom I placed in command of the company after the 
fall of Captain Spurlock. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN H. SAVAGE, 
Colonel^ Commanding S%xteenth Tennessee. 

Maj. J. G. Martin, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 197. 


Report of Col. John 0. Carter , Thirty-eighth Tennessee Infantry. 

Near Shelbyville, Tenn., January 14, 1863. 

Major: In obedience to orders, I have the honor to report that on 
Wednesday morning, December 31, 1862, between 9 and 10 o’clock, Gen- 
eral Donelson’s brigade (to which my regiment is attached) was ordered 
to charge the enemy, drawn up in line of battle fronting Murfreesborough^ 
Tenn. My regiment advanced over an open field and under a very ter- 
rific fire. The enemy was strongly posted in a dense cedar thicket, and 
well supported by artillery.' At first he seemed unwilling to yield his 
ground. We steadily approached him, and soon he broke and fled in 
confusion. We pursued him rapidly, the men loading as they advanced. 
We drove him from the woods, never permitting him to reform. * We 
fought him until the fighting on Wednesday ceased. In the charge, my 
regiment captured seven pieces of cannon and about 600 prisoners, and 
killed at least 100 of the enemy. 

I take pleasure in acknowledging the valuable services of Maj. H. W. 
Cotter. He behaved very gallantly, indeed, during the entire engage- 
ment. Captains [T. H.l Koen, [O. M.J Alsup, [T. G.] Cook, and [S. H.J 
Sartain, Lieutenants [J. W.] Slaughter, [J. C.] Miller, [J. 0.] Sanders, 
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[M. Y.] McDuffy, [R. J.] Pentecost, [G. R.] Scott, [T.l Wilson, [K H. 
Baird, [T.J Barron, [J,] Hicks, [J. T. or J. W.] Doughty, and [W, W. 
Bland acted with great bravery and coolness. Adjt. R. L. Caruthers 
was severely wounded early in the engagement. He was nobly acting 
his part when the unerring missile struck him. Quartermaster-Sergt. 
Robert B. Koen deserves much praise for his brave and gallant conduct* 
The whole regiment fought well, and every member of it, with four or 
five exceptions, seemed animated with a determination to conquer or die* 

I deeply regret the death of Capt. B. H. Holland. He was shot 
through the brain, and died with the colors of his regiment in his hands. 
When he died the Confederacy lost one of its best citizens and bravest 
soldiers. 

Color- Sergt. I. M. Rice was shot down. He still clung to the flag, 
and, crawling on his knees, carried it a short distance. Another bullet 
pierced his body, and death alone compelled him to yield his trust. A 
nobler soldier never lived, a braver never died. We return thanks to 
God for the tdctory won. 

I am, respectfully, 

JNO. C. CARTER, 
[Coloneh] Commanding Regiments 

Maj. J. G’. Martin, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Ko. 198. 

Be^gort of Col. John Chester^ Fifty-first Tennessee Infantry, 

Near Shelbtvxllb, Tenn., January 13, 1863. 

The following report of the part taken by the Pifty-first Regiment in 
the action before Murfreesborough on December 31, 1862, is respectfully 
submitted : 

The order was received from General Donelson, through his aide (Cap- 
tain [John] Bradford), to advance to the position then occupied by Chal- 
mers’ brigade, taking the guide to the right, and advance to the support 
of Chalmers. We advanced with the brigade under a heavy shelling, 
many shells striking very near my lines. When we had arrived within 
about 150 or 200 yards of Chalmers’ position, a shell exploded so near my 
colors as to kill one of the guard (Private J. W. Scott, Company I), and 
wounded two others (Privates S. Lemons and Goss), and knocked down 
the color-bearer (Sergt. W. M. Bland). We made a short halt at the posi- 
tion recently occupied by Chalmers, when we advanced to the Cowan 
house under a heavy fire of cannon and minie balls. My acting lieuten- 
ant-colonel (Lieut. R. A. Burford, late of the Twenty-third Tennessee Reg- 
iment) was knocked from his horse, and so severely concussed as to dis- 
able him for several days. I lost several men killed and wounded before 
we reached the Cowan house. We found the Cowan house and yard filled 
with men of Chalmers’ brigade, in great confusion. Owing to this con- 
fusion, my regiment became somewhat scattered. The three right com- 
panies — ^A, F, andD, commanded, respectively, by Lieutenants [T.W.] 
McMurry, [J. B.] Tate, and [ J. F.] Williamson — still kept dressed to the 
right, and reported to Colonel Savage, and fought with the Sixteenth 
Regiment through the remainder of the engagement. I refer you to 
Colonel Savage’s report. I took the remaining seven companies and ad- 
vanced through the field on the left of the Cowan house to the woods* 
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Just as we entered the woods. Captain [T. 0.] Campbell was shot through 
the head and killed. Captain [J. A.J Eussell was wounded through 
the thigh, and Lieutenant [G. 0.] Howard, commanding Company G, 
wounded severely through the upper portion of the left lung. Captain 
[James F.] Franklin was so severely shocked with a bomb as to cause 
blood to flow freely from his mouth, nose, and ears. Several of the men 
were wounded here. We continued to advance on the enemy, who at 
this time was in full retreat. We continued to follow and fire on them 
for a long distance through the woods, taking three cannon and several 
hundred prisoners, sending to the rear at one time, by my adjutant (E. A. 
Connally),153, among them a lieutenant and 2 surgeons. We continued 
the pursuit until late in the evening, when the engagement terminated. 

I went into action with 20 officers, and 8 of them were killed and 
wounded. 

E. T. McKnight, who was first lieutenant in Company F [E] before 
the reorganization of the regiment, and who has remained with the regi- 
ment since, as an independent, did good service as first lieutenant of 
Company F, bearing himself gallantly through the whole fight. 

My color-sergeant (W. M. Bland), though wounded early in the action, 
continued to bear the colors most gallantly through the entire day. 

After the fall of Lieutenant Burford, acting lieutenant-colonel, I had 
to rely entirely on my adjutant (E. A. Connally)for assistance, which he 
rendered most efficiently. 

When the officers and men all did their duty so well it would be in- 
vidious to discriminate. 

I went into the fight with 270 men, and lost, in killed, wounded, and 
missing, 76. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JNO. OHESTBE, 

Commanding Fifty-first Tennessee Regiment 

Maj. J. G. Martin, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 


NTo. 199. 

Report of Col. S. 8. Stanton^ Fighty fourth Tennessee Infantry. 

Camp near Shelbyville, Tenn., 

January 13, 1863. 

The Eighty-fourth Tennessee Eegiment, having been raised last fall 
and kept at McMinnville until a few days before the battle of Murfrees- 
borough, never drew arms until Monday evening, December 29 — two 
days before the fight. This, regiment not having been drilled in the 
manual of arms (loading, 4&c.), and deeming this part of the drill as 
most important at that particular crisis, I drilled the regiment all day 
Tuesday on the field, under the enemy^s shells, and likewise Wednes- 
day morning, until the battle opened regularly, when we were ordered 
to move forward with General Donelson’s brigade, and did so, and re- 
mained with his brigade until the aforesaid charge was made. We 
moved off on the left of Colonel Savage^s regiment, after it had advanced 
to the point formerly occupied by our front line. Prior to this time my 
regiment had been formed to support Captain Carnes’ battery, but were 
moved forward to the above-named point by orders from General Polk. 
When the balance of General Donelson’s [brigade] moved or charged the 
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enemy, my regiment was ordered to remain at the point last occupied 
by the brigade, and to guard Captain Carnes’ battery. This battery, 
however, was moved off to the right, and the Washington Battery was 
located immediately on our left, and did good service, while we staid 
and guarded it all the while, until the troops engaging the enemy in 
our front were driven back to our rear, and while there, reforming their 
lines, orders came for all troops at that point to advance upon the ene- 
my’s batteries, to the right of the brick house, near the railroad and 
turnpike. Having my men already formed, I moved them off some 500 
yards to the front, and halted at the bend of the river, behind a bunch 
of woods on a bliiff immediately on the right of the railroad. Colonel 
Savage soon rallied his regiment, which necessarily had made a gal- 
lant charge, but had fallen back with much loss, and often [after] having 
reformed his lines, he and the Twentieth Tennessee came to our sup- 
port, and formed near us. We all remained there, waiting for orders, 
and for another support, necessary to have charged the battery, but 
got neither support nor orders. 

ISfight came on, and all was still. My men having no blankets, I 
moved them back to a point where we could make ffres, and on the 
following morning went forward- again to my former position, near the 
brick house, and then reported to Generals Donelson and Polk. The 
former ordered me to remain there during the day. However, I was 
ordered to take the regiment, and go to the brick house, and tear down 
the fencing thereabouts. We did this, and were shelled there while at 
work ; only got 2 men wounded, however. Having completed this work 
and marched the men back to said point near the woodland bluff, 1 was 
ordered to the rear, under arrest, on account of a personal difficulty or 
fight with a staff officer, and, therefore, was not with the regiment any 
more until their arrival at Shelbyville. 

It is due my regiment that I should state that they showed marked 
coolness and courage all the while, as they were under heavy shelling 
for a gTeat portion of three days, and showed no fear or excitement. 
They kept good order and never scattered, but, on the contrary, some 
40 of my men came up from McMinnville, and got arms and accouter- 
ments, and came to us in the hottest time of the fight, and while we 
were under heavy shelling in the open field at an advanced position, 
however, by lying down. ISTone of our men scattered on our retreat. 

The two wounded were George Cook, sergeant Company B, and 
Thomas Martin, private. Company E, slight wound.* 

Eespectfully, 

S. S. STAOTON, 

Colonel Eighty -fourth Tennessee Regiment 


1 ^ 0 . 200 . 

Report of lAeut L, 0. Marshall^ Carnes^ {Tennessee) battery. 

Near Shelbyytlle, Tenn.. Jamiary 15, 1863. 
Major : After occupying a position in rear of General Donelson’s 
brigade for two days — ^December 29 and 30— on the reserve, Captain 
Carnes was ordered about noon, on December 31, to move his battery 
forward, in support of the right wing of our brigade, especially the brave 

* Revised statements make no mention of these casualties. 
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Sixteenth Tennessee. The battery accordingly took position on the 
right of the ISTaslxville road, about three-fourths of a mile in advance of 
its former position, and near the river. Here we halted about an hour, 
during which we lost 1 man killed and 2 horses without opening fire. 
The battery was then ordered to advance, in order the better to return 
the enemy’s fire. We therefore proceeded up the road about 200 yards, 
when we were met by our forces, making a slight retrograde movement, 
and the battery was compelled to take its former position, nearly. Here 
we immediately went into battery and fired a few rounds,, by order of 
General Breckinridge, to assist in steadying our own troops, though not 
having a very fair shot at the enemy. Late in the evening the battery 
was ordered to cross over to the Wilkinson road, and finally to its old 
position near the railroad bridge for the night. 

On the next day, the 1st instant, we were ordered to occupy a position 
in line with four or five other batteries on the high ground to the left of 
the ]J?rashville road, and about the same distance in front as our position 
the day before. We here fortified our guns as well as circumstances 
permitted, but did not return the few shots the enemy gave us in this 
position- 

During the evening Captain Carnes, by order, took our two howitzers 
over to the bluff, on the right of the railroad and pike, near the river, and 
opened what we afterward learned to be a very destructive fire upon the 
enemy, compelling them to retire and change their position. The enemy 
did not reply with artillery, and our immediate front was cleared of his 
sharpshooters. 

’ The next day, the 2d instant, our whole battery (also [Capt. T. J.J Stan- 
ford’s and [M.] Smith’s) took position in line on the same bluff. To our 
left, across the Nashville road, were [W. L.] Scott’s and fF. H.] Robert- 
son’s batteries. We all opened simultaneously to clear our front of the 
enemy’s sharpshooters, who had reoccupied the woods along our front 
during the night. The enemy replied by several batteries, two of which 
were composed of rifled guns. The firing continued about twenty min- 
utes. Our caissons, under command of Lieutenant [James M.] Oockrill, 
were then ordered up to replenish our ammunition chests. Two similar 
artillery conflicts took place during the day, our caissons being brought 
up each time to supply our limbers. The caissons were held under such 
cover as the ground allowed, about 300 yards in the rear. 

During the evening Captain Carnes took our two howitzers to the right 
of our line of batteries, very near the river, and effectually cleared the 
woods of the enemy in front of our right. At night the battery w^’as 
ordered back to the rifle-trench running across the field, 200 or 300 yards 
in rear of the burnt brick house, and supported by General Maney’s 
brigade. 

At daylight on the morning of the 3d instant our battery took the same 
position by itself on the bluff, instructed not to reply to the enemy’s ar- 
tillery, but to repel any advance of the enemy’s infantry or sharpshoot- 
ers. We immediately opened a brisk fire upon the enemy’s skirmishers, 
who had again occupied the woods in our front. We soon cleared the 
woods of the enemy, though supported, as usual, by their artillery. 

Late in the evening the enemy opened a powerful fire of his artillery 
upon our position, attracted, probably, by the appearance of a regiment 
going to relieve our pickets in the woods. We lost at this time 1 man 
killed and 4 wounded. About 7 p. m. we were ordered to return to our 
old camp, near town. 

Our battery had thus stood at strict attention for seven days, during 
which the harness had pot been taken from the horses. Our men be- 
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haved with firmness throughout, and handled their guns with admirable 
skill and quickness.* 

Corpl. Martin Armstrong, missing, heard of at home since, near Tracy 
City. 

We lost 4 horses killed. Three caisson wheels were rendered unserv- 
iceable. 

W e fired in all between 300 and 350 rounds. The battery was engaged 
once on Wednesday, once on Thursday, four times on Friday, and once 
on Saturday — ^in all seven times. We used almost entirely spherical 
case and canister, and in every case so far successful as to have the efiect 
intended. The fuses operated in accordance with the tables, as we had 
^ taught the gunners. We used only the Bormann fuse. As to the adjust- 
' able sights, we could make little or no use of them, though we ascer- 
tained nothing against their character for very long ranges 5 but on the 
occasion under discussion our chiefs of pieces much preferred to watch 
the effect of their shots, and regulate the elevation accordingly. • 

L. G. MAESHALL, 

. Lieutenant^ Commanding OapU TT. W. Carnes^ Battery. 


2 ^ 0 . 201 . 

Report of Brig. Gen. Alexander B. Stewart ^ G. S. Army, commanding 

Second Brigade. 

Headquarters Second Brigade, First Division, 

Polk’s Corps, Army op Tennessee, 

, January 13, 1803. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by this brigade in the military operations in front of Murfreesborough, 
Tenn., commencing on Monday, December 29, 1862, and closing on 
Sunday, January 4, 1863 : 

The brigade was composed of the Fourth and Fifth Tennessee Eegi- 
ments, amalgamated and commanded by Col. O. F. Strahl ; the Twen- 
ty-fourth Tennessee Eegiment, Col. H. L. W, Bratton ; the Thirty-first 
and Thirty-third Tennessee Eegiments, amalgamated and commanded 
by Col. E" E. Tansil ; the Nineteenth Tennessee Eegiment, Col. F. M. 
Walker, and Capt. T. J. Stanford’s Mississippi battery. We struck 
tents, packed up baggage, and sent the .wagons to the rear on Sunday 
night, December 28. 

Early Monday morning we crossed Stone’s Eiver and formed line of 
battle on its north bank, being on the left of Donelson and right of 
Maney, the right of the brigade being some distance on the left of the 
Wilkinson pike. An open country lay in front of the line, excepting on 
the left, where W alker’s regiment was covered by the open forest. From 
800 to 1,000 yards in front of us lay the first line, Major-General Withers’ 
division, our division forming the second and supporting line. Nothing 
of special interest occurred on Monday. 

On Tuesday morning a few shells from the enemy passed over and near 
us, wounding one man in Bratton’s regiment, and late in the evening 
we were un&r a heavy artillery fire for some half hour or more, but 
without injury. In the course of the afternoon of Tuesday an officer 
came from Colonel Manigault, of the Tenth South Carolina, who com- 

* Nominal list shows 2 men killed and 4 wounded. 
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inanded the third brigade from the right in Withers’ division. He 
stated that Colonel Maniganlt was in need of a section of long-range 
guns to dislodge guns of the enemy, he having only smooth-bores of 
short range, and that hfe had applied to General Maney, whose brigade 
was the support of Manigault’s, who replied that he had none suitable 
for the purpose. He came to me, therefore, for a section of Stanford’s 
battery. Knowing that Stanford, his officers, and men were always 
ready to go wherever needed, two pieces were promptly dispatched in 
charge of Lieutenant [A. A.] Hardin. On their return I was informed 
they were not properly supported; that they were required to engage, 
at a distance not exceeding 600 yards, guns that were throwing shell, 
canister, and spherical case ; that they accomplished no useful purpose, 
but sustained some loss, one or two men being wounded, and Lieut. A. 
A. Hardin, commanding a section, a most estimable and gallant young- 
officer, being killed. 

Tuesday night, or early Wednesday morning, was received a copy of 
General Bragg’s order directing an attack to commence on the left and 
gradually extend to the Murfreesborough and Kashville pike, the left 
wing to swing round towarS the right on a pivot at the pike. I was also 
informed both by Lieutenant-General Polk and by a staff officer from 
Major-General Withers that I was to be directed by the latter, and to obey 
his orders. 

On Wednesday morning, December 31, about S o’clock, I was noti- 
fied to move forward, gradually wheeling to the right and maintaining 
a distance of a few hundred yards (supporting distance) from Anderson’s 
T^rigadei Withers’ division. After advancing some distance directly to 
the front across the open field, the brigade was moved to the left by tlie 
flank, so as to place the entire line under cover of the forest from the 
enemy’s artillery fire. The ground over which we were then moving 
being wet and heavy. Captain Stanford was directed to'take the Wilkin- 
son (or Wilkerson) pike. I did not see anything more of him or his bat- 
tery for a day or two, they having doubtless been employed elsewhere 
by the orders of some one of my superiors. 

The line of infantry advanced through the woods, gradually wheel- 
ing to the right, and occasionally halting to readjust the line, and main- 
taining its supporting distance from Anderson, General Withers himself 
being often with us, and the movements of the brigade corresponding to 
his wishes. At one point he sent word that Anderson’s two left regi- 
ments would be thrown forward, perhaps, to attack the battery that 
continued to play upon our advancing lines, and desired me -to throw 
forward two regiments in a corresponding manner. Pearing this would 
scatter the brigade and produce confusion, it was suggested to him that 
the entire brigade had better be advanced, to which he assented. We 
shortly arrived at the stone wall built by Anderson’s men, where they 
were placed in line on Sunday, the 28th. Several men were wounded 
here by the fire of the battery in front. ^Vhile in this position the 
Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth Regiments Mississippi Volunteers (belong- 
ing, as was supposed, to Anderson’s brigade) fell back in disorder, 
leaving a large number of dead and wounded in the open ground be- 
yond the Wilkinson pike, over which they had charged. They were 
rallied in our rear chiefly by Major [L. W.] Pinlay, of my staff', and 
again sent forward. The Twenty-ninth ultimately formed on my left, 
where it remained until the close of the battle, when it moved away to 
join its brigade. The brigade moved on from this position to the pike, 
where it was faced by the left flank and marched a short distance down 
the road, to bring its right under cover of the woods, when it moved 
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again to the front. It crossed the open ground intervening between 
the pike and the cedar forest beyond, and advanced to the relief of 
the front line, which was giving way, and, by a rapid fire, commencing 
with Walker’s regiment (the Nineteenth) on the left and gradually 
extending to the right, repulsed the enemy, who fled in confusion to 
the dense cedar woods, leaving many dead and wounded behind. Near 
the edge of the woods we came upon the battery (First Missouri) that 
had previously annoyed us so much, and which the enemy were now 
attempting to remove. Our advance was so rapid and fire so destruct- 
ive that they were compelled to abandon two pieces and one or two 
caissons. We left them behind, and, pressing rapidly forward, drove 
the enemy before us. They attempted to make a stand at several 
points, but, unable to endure our fire, were driven through the forest 
and across the open field beyond to the high ground in the vicinity of 
the railroad. Here they took shelter under the guns of three or four 
batteries, leaving a number of prisoners in our hands and many dead 
and wounded scattered through the woods and covering the open field 
over which they fled in double-quick time. These batteries opened upon 
us, and for some time we were exposed to a terrific fire of shell, canister, 
and spherical case. Having no battery of our own, and being nearly 
out of ammunition, it was impossible to proceed farther. Stafi* officers 
were dispatched— one to bring up Stanford’s battery, another for ammu- 
nition. The latter was soon supplied, but word came from Lieutenant- 
General Polk that Stanford was employed under his own immediate 
orders, and could not be spared. While moving through the cedar for- 
est the command of Brigadier- General Jackson came up on the right-- 
The Fifth Georgia, immediately on the right, with the Fourth and Fifth 
Tennessee, advanced beyond the general line and delivered a heavy and 
well-sustained fire upon the retreating ranks of the enemy, doing fine 
execution. 

About this time Colonel [ J. A.J Jaquess, of the First Louisiana (Eegu- 
lars), rode rapidly up to Colonel [E. E.] Tansil and delivered some order, 
which I did not hear. Immediately Tansil’s regiment began to fall back 
without waiting for a command, and was gradually followed by the rest of 
the brigade, and I learned from Tansil that Jaquess brought to him an 
order purporting to come from Major-General Cheatham to move by 
the right of companies to the rear.” The order not having been deliv- 
ered to me, not recognizing Colonel Jaquess as a member of General 
Cheatham’s staff, and satisfied that the movement was demoralizing in 
a high degree, it was arrested as promptly as possible. The line was 
halted and reformed, and moved forward again to the edge of the woods, 
where we remained until dark, when, leaving a strong picket guard, the 
command was Vithdrawn a few hundred yards to the rear, to bivouac, 
taking along a large number of small-arms, ammunition, and equiiiments, 
which were removed next day by wagons brought out for the purpose. 

Late in the afternoon, Lieut. Col. W. B. Boss, formerly of Col. [J.] Knox 
Walker’s (Second) Tennessee regiment, was wounded by a minie bullet 
in the right side of the neck and throat. He was removed to the hos- 
pital, and subsequently to a private residence in MurJQreesborough, where 
he died on Friday, January 2. He was serving as a volunteer on my 
staff'. He was \vith his regiment at the battle of Belmont in November, 
1861 5 resigned in January, 1862, and joined me as a volunteer aide at 
Corinth a few days betore the battle of Shiloh, where he behaved well, 
and was very useful. He was a brave man and a good officer. 

While attempting to stop the retrograde movement alluded to, Col. 
H. L. W. Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth Kegiment, had his left leg shat- 
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tered near tlie thigh joint by a piece of shell or a grape-shot. The limb 
was amputated, and he was left in hospital in Murfreesborongh, with 
little hope on the part of the surgeons of his recovery. He was one of 
the best and bravest officers in the entire army. Always prompt to 
obey or execute an order, indefatigable in drilling and disciplining his 
men, he was animated by a lofty courage and patriotism that bid defiance 
10 danger. He distinguished himself by his cool and courageous bear- 
ing both at Perryville and Murfreesborough, and was indeed a knight 
without fear and without reproach.” 

The force we engaged in this famous cedar brake was composed, at 
least in pa^^-". of r Some of the prisoners and wounded men stated 
that they .i •• ; I..- Sixteenth, Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Eeg- 

ulars, and that their brigade was commanded by Colonel [George W.] 
Eoberts, who fell while gallantly attempting to rally his men about op- 
posite the center of my line. He was buried Saturday evening, and the 
spot marked by a stone having his name scratched upon it with the 
point of a bayonet. 

During the three following days (Thursday, Friday, and Saturday) 
we held our position at the edge of the brake, the enemy occupying the 
ridge, but a few hundred yards in front, with a heavy force of infantry 
and artillery, frequently shelling us, and wounding a few men at almost 
every round. The command remained in line, enduring this trying or- 
deal with admirable patience and fortitude. At length, on Saturday 
night, our pickets were relieved by Colonel Carter^s cavalry, and about 
1 or 2 a. m. on Sunday, the 4th, we left the field for Shelby ville. 

Throughout the week officers and men behaved in a manner that is 
beyond praise. 

I desire especially to mention Col. O. F. Strahl, commanding Fourth 
and Fifth Eegiments 5 Col. H. L. W. Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth ; Col. 
E. E. Tansil, commanding the Thirty-first and Thirty-third, and Col. F. 
M. Walker, of the Mneteenth, who, with all their field officers, behaved 
most nobly. 

The Nineteenth (Colonel Walker’s) suffered more heavily than any 
other in the brigade. Colonel Walker, in his report, mentions the brave 
conduct of Orderly Sergt. Joseph Thompson, Company I, who, after the 
brigade had halted at the edge of the cedar bottom, advanced far into 
the field and captured 2 prisoners. Our loss was heavy — over one-fourth 
of those engaged. The list* of killed and wounded has already been 
sent in. 

Besides those already mentioned, Lieutenant-Colonel [J. A.] Wilson 
and Adjt. H. W. Mott,+ of the Twenty-fourth, were wounded, as were 
also Major [E. A.] Jarnigan, of the Nineteenth, and Captain [T. H.] 
Francis, of the Fourth. Several valuable officers were killed. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [Andrew J.] Kellar, of the Fourth, was really too ill for 
duty 5 nevertheless, he was at his post. 

Many of the enemy’s dead, and some of our own, were left on the field 
unburied. We procured a few spades on Saturday evening, and buried 
as many bodies as was possible under the circumstances. I would re- 
spectfully submit that at least all our own dead might have been buried 
during the three days we held the field. Attention is also respectfully 
called to the plundering and stripping of the dead, even our own, and 
to the propriety of a general order prohibiting it. 

I cannot close this imperfect sketch without expressing my obligations 
to the gentlemen who served on my staff, and who made themselves so 
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intelligently useful and efficient, regardless of danger, viz : Col. [Gapt.] 
W. M. Eeed, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. E. A. Hatcher, aide-de- 
camp ; Capt. John A. Lauderdale, formerly of the Fifth, a volunteer 
aide ; Maj. L. W. Finlay, of the Fourth, and Lieut. Paul Jones, jr., of the 
Thirty-third, supernumeraries by the amalgamation of their regiments 
with others, but who preferred to be in the field. These officers, and 
Private Frank C. Usher, of the First Tennessee, acting as orderly, were 
active and efficient, and contributed not a little to the ease and facility 
with which I was enabled to handle the brigade. 

Having received no report from Captain Stanford, and his battery 
having been detached from the brigade before it really went into action, 
it is not in my power to give an account of its services, which I learn, 
however, were, as usual, valuable. 

I am, sir, very respectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

A. P. STEWAET, 

Brigadier ~ General, 

Capt. John Ingram, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- Gejieral, 


m. 202 . 

Report of Col, Oscar F, Stralil^ Fourth Tennessee Infantry^ commanding 
Fourth and Fifth Regiments, 


January 5, 1863. 

Sir: On the morning of December 29, 1862, I took command of th€ 
Fourth and Fifth Eegiments Tennessee Volunteers, and was imme 
diately ordered out to take position in line of battle. The position we 
occupied was on the west bank of Stone’s Eiver and immediately on the 
left of General Donelson’s brigade, the right of which brigade rested or 
the Chattanooga and Nashville Eailroad. We remained in this positior 
until about 9 o’clock in the morning of the 31st, when we were ordered 
to advance in such a manner as to change direction gradually to the 
right, keeping dressed to the left. We advanced in this manner until 
we came to where General Withers’ men had thrown up small breast- 
works. At this point we were halted for a short time, and had several 
men wounded by grape and canister from the enemy’s guns. While 
remaining here, a regiment from General Withers’ division fell back and 
formed immediately in my rear. We their advanced, first through a 
cedar thicket and then through an open field for some 400 or 500 yards, 
where we entered a cedar glade. All this time we were gradually 
changing direction to the right. In a few minutes after passing intc 
the cedar glade we were engaged by the enemy, but drove them before 
us, taking quite a number of prisoners. We continued to press the 
enemy, fighting as we advanced, until we had driven them entirely oul 
^ of the glade. The slaughter o‘f the enemy was very great just at the 
* edge of the glade, as they were slow to leave the timber and our men 
were close upon them, and every shot did its work. Then the enemy 
opened a very heavy fire upon us from a battery within a few hundred 
yards of our lines. " We soon silenced it, however, by sending out some 
sharpshooters, who so disabled it that the battery retired, leaving one 
gun and caisson behind. This was on Wednesday evening, the 31st 
We remained in the position we now occupied until Saturday night, all 
the time exposed to the enemy’s guns. 
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The men and officers under my command acted with the greatest 
gallantry during the whole time and discharged their duties without a 
murmur. 

The number of killed and wounded has heretofore been reported. 
Very respectfully, 

O. F. STEAHL, 

Colonel^ Comdg. Fourth and Fifth Regiments Tennessee Vols. 

Col. [Capt.] W. M, Eeed, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Stewarth Brigade. 


ISTo. 203. 

Rejport of Col. Francis M. Walker^ Nineteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

Shelbyyille, Tenn., January 10, 1863. 

About sunrise Monday morning, December 29, the Mneteenth Tennes- 
see Eegiment, under my command, moved on the left of your brigade to 
a position previously selected on the north bank of Stone’s Eiver, where 
we were posted in line of battle as the extreme left regiment of the bri- 
gade. The regiment numbered in line 348 privates and non-commis- 
sioned officers, 30 company officers, 3 field officers, and adjutant ; aggre- 
gate, 382. We remained at the point above mentioned in line until 9 a. 
m. Wednesday, uninterrupted except by the occasional explosion near 
us of a stray shell jErom the enemy’s batteries, when we moved forward 
in line with the brigade to the attack, in support of the front line of the 
corps, we being in the second line. On our way we met many stragglers 
and wounded men from the front lines retiring to the rear, the former 
demoralized, the latter disabled. The first we tried to turn back, urging 
them to renew their efforts 5 the last we could but pity. 

JSome 400 yards from our first position, we came tp the position pre- 
viously occupied by the front or first lines the day before, and where 
they had thrown up a temporary breastwork of loose stone and timber. 
At and behind this the regiment halted for half an hour or mox'e under a 
heavy fire from some unseen batteries in our front. At this point, while 
my men were lying behind the loose wall of rock, a shell struck the latter 
near the center of my left wing, wounding, by the fragments of shell and 
shattered rock, 6 of my men, all of whom were disabled and 1 of whom 
soon after died. Moving from this point we came to the Wilkinson pike, 
up which we moved by the left flank near 300 yards, when, again resum- 
ing the movement to the front, we moved forward through a field to the 
top of a slight elevation, where the battery which had been playing on 
us is believed to have been posted. But just when we were resuming 
the march to the front and crossing the Wilkinson pike we could dis- 
tinctly see by the action of the men in the front line (for we had now 
come in sight of them) that they were on the eve of being driven back, 
if, indeed, they had not already entirely given way. Many of them were 
falling back, and all seemed disorganized. But our line promptly moved 
up to their support and crossed the field to the elevation. Here, for the 
first time, we could see the evidences of the conflict in the field beyond 
the elevation. Numbers of dead and wounded were lying [about], both 
Confederates and Federals, horses, and arms, and equipments, and here 
we first felt the fire from the small-arms of the enemy. Pushing for- 
ward, we crossed the field and entered the thick cedar woods in which 
the enemy had taken shelter. In the edge of this woods we came up 
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[No biaver or more gallant officers than these have given their lives to 
their country in this war, 

I hope, sir, that the conduct of the men and officers of this regiment 
in the engagement at Murfreesborough and the days and nights of duty 
and exposure connected with it has been satisfactory to you. I can •com- 
plain of none of them myself, but might compliment many of them in 
terms of high encomium. I might with propriety mention the case of 
Corporal May son, of the color-guard, who, when the color-sergeant was 
wounded and the colors fell from his hand, instantly seized it in exulta- 
tion, bearing it as a beacon to the regiment through the storm of the 
battle 5 and of Orderly Sergt. Joseph Thompson, who, upon reaching 
the edge of the field where the brigade halted, ran forward, overtaking 
the retreating enemy, seized a prisoner and started back with him, but 
this person being shot down in his hands he relinquished him; back to 
the lines of the still- retreating enemy, and seized a second prisoner, 
whom he brought off safely. 

Before closing this report, sir, I beg leave to congratulate you upon the 
successful and skillful manner in which your brigade was maneuvered 
and kept together, and, through you, I congratulate our division, corps, 
and other commanders for our successful operations against greatly 
superior numbers. I hope, sir, that yours and their success may never 
be less marked or less safe to yourselves in all future engagements with 


our enemies. 

Yery respectfully, general, yours, &c., 

F. M. WALKEE, 

Colonel N'ineteenth Tennessee Regiment. 


Brig. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart. 


No. 204. 

Report of Maj. 8. R. Shannon^ Twentyfourth Tennessee Infantry. 

Shelbyville, Tenn., January 10, 1863. 

The following is a report of the battle at Murfreesborough, Tenn., in 
which the Twenty-fourth Tennessee Eegiment was engaged, commenc- 
ing on December 29, [1862,] and ending on January 4, 1863: 

We left camp on the morning of December 29, 1862 ; crossed Stone’s 
Eiver and formed line of battle on the north side of said river, and there 
remained under frequent shelling until December 31, 1862, when we were 
ordered to advance, which we did through a corn-field ; thence through 
a skirt of woods and across the Wilkinson pike, advancing on through a 
stubble field ; thence -into a cedar glade, where we engaged the enemy 
and drove him through the woods before us. 

Here we sustained a loss of 9 killed, 3 of whom were commissioned 
officers (1 captain and 2 lieutenants), also 70 wounded, 4 of whom were 
commissioned officers' (our colonel commanding, lieutenant-colonel, ad- 
jutant, and 1 lieutenant), our colonel and adjutant mortally wounded. 

On arriving at the edge of an old field in our front, we were ordered 
back by some one representing himself as aide-dc-camp to Major-General 
Cheatham, which order was obeyed by falling back to the top of the hill, 
where we reformed, advanced, and took our former position at the edge 
of an old field, where we remained in line of battle under occasional 
heavy shelling, which position we held until ordered off on the night of 
January 4, during which time we lost Iman killed and several wounded, 
resulting from the occasional shelling and skirmishing along our line. 
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The officers and men acted gallantly, except a few who straggled fron 
ranks during the engagement. The regiment left the field in good orde 
when the retreat was ordered. 

S. E. SHA2WOK, 

Major ^ Commandmg Twenty-fourth Tennessee Regiment 


IsTo. 205. 

Report of Cot E. E. Tansil^ Thirty -jVrst Tennessee Infantry^ commandin 
' Thirty-first and Thirty-third Regiments. 

On Outpost, Murfreesborough and Shelbtyille Pike, 

' , March 13, 1863. 

On the morning of December 29, 1862, we left our encampment nea 
Murfreesborough, and crossed Stone’s Eiver, where we formed line an( 
remained until the 31st, when we moved to the front, crossing a corn 
field and entering a skirt of woods to the breastworks thrown up by Gen 
eral Withers’ troops,* and remained until his troops were driven back 
when we were again moved to the front, crossing a pike, entering a smal 
field and another narrow skirt of woods and another small field, to : 
dense cedar grove, where we were halted and formed line. We wer 
then moved again to the front, but had advanced but a short distanc 
until we came upon the battery which had been playing upon us all th^ 
time after leaving the breastworks; also the infantry concealed in th 
woods. One volley from our well-aimed pieces caused them to abando] 
two pieces of artillery, which they were trying to get off, and threw th 
enemy in confusion, who commenced retreating immediately. The artil 
lery was passed by the right of the Thirty-first and left of the Thirty; 
third regiments, who pursued the enemy hotly through the woods (r 
width half a mile, capturing about 20 prisoners) to a field where th 
enemy were in strong position on the line of the railroad, but were doin; 
good execution, as the enemy were retreating across the field in grea 
confusion, when some one came up, purporting to be on General Oheal 
ham’s staff*, with orders to fall back by right of companies to the reai 
which caused some confusion, as it was given publicly. We fell bad 
some 100 yards and supplied the men with ammunition, and again tool 
our position near the field, where we remained until the night of Jar 
uary 3. 

Both men and officers acted very gallantly. My loss has been re 
ported. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

E. E. TAIs^SIL, 

Colonel Thirty first and Thirty-third Regts. Tennessee Yols. 


^To. 206. 

Rejgort of Capt T. J. Stanford^ Mississippi Battery. 

Camp near Shelbyyille, Tenn., 

January 12, 1863. 

On Monday morning, December 29, 1862, the battery moved from th 
camp, 1 mile w^est of Muifreesborough, to its position, with the brigade 
in line of battle on the west side of Stone’s Eiver, in rear of Mrs. Jamej 
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house. Here we remained all day, nothing of interest occurring, and the 
monotony disturbed only by an occasional shot from the ride batteries 
of the enemy passing over us. 

On Tuesday morning heavy skirmishing commenced on our left, and 
was kept up with but little intermission during the day, and, though 
we did not participate in the fight until evening, the battery was more 
exposed to random shots than on the previous day. About 3 o’clock in 
the afternoon an order was received to send two of my pieces to the left, 
to assist in dislodging the enemy from a certain point. Accordingly, I 
dispatched Lieutenant Hardin with the first section, who promptly went 
forward to perform the duty. After an absence of about an hour the 
section returned, but without its leader. Lieutenant Hardin, after hav- 
ing performed the object of his mission^ and withdrawn the section with 
the view of rejoining us, was suddenly killed by a cannon shot. A gal- 
lant officer, a true soldier, and a Christian gentleman, he adds another 
to the long list of martyrs who have given their lives to their country’s 
cause. Private M. Hartsfield received a painful but not dangerous flesh 
wound in this engagement. 

On Wednesday morning almut 9 o’clock I n)oved in rear of the bri- 
gade, on the road leading through the wood on our left, and while mov- 
ing received an order from General Polk to take position in the old field 
on the right of the Wilkinson pike, and support Captain [O. W.] Barret’s 
battery. This field, you will recollect, is the one extending to the ene- 
my’s lines, and, being for the most part level, his works covered and 
his guns swept every foot of the ground. Here I remained during the 
day, changing position only as circumstances required, or the retreating 
enemy invited to follow. Several times during the day the fire of the 
battery had a telling effect upon their lines of infantry, which were 
plainly to be seen. At one time they occupied a strong position in 
front of the little log-house (daubed with red mud), and held in check 
our forces, who had to march across an open flat of ground to attack 
them. Arriving in position in time to observe the enemy and the re- 
pulse of our forces at the same time, I threw a few well-directed shots 
into their ranks, which caused them to retreat precipitately. Our lines 
immediately advanced, occupied the position, and continued to drive 
them. Again, later in the afternoon, I advanced as far as the Cowan 
or burnt brick house, on the NTashville pike, from which point, although 
exposed to a galling fire from their batteries, we succeeded in pouring 
a very destructive fire into their ranks, causing them to give back from 
several points, and materially aiding our infantry in their advance. 
Here we lost 2 men and several horses killed and one limber disabled. 
All day we were under fire from their batteries, until late in the even- 
ing, when we were ordered to resume our original position. 

On Thimsday morning I moved to a position on the Nashville pike, 
at the point where the railroad crosses that road, and remained all day 
and part of the following night without firing a gun. Indeed, there 
was no fighting and but little skirmishing on our lines during the time. 
Orders being received during the night, my battery, together with the 
other batteries of the division, moved, and was placed in the open 
woods on the right of the railroad, about 500 yards north of the Cowan 
or burnt brick house. Chalmers’ brigade was sent to support us. 

Very early in the morning (Friday) it became evident that the enemy 
would dispute with us for this ground. Twice during the day their skir- 
mishers drove ours in, and the heavy columns of infantry following were 
only repulsed by our artillery. It having been determined that General 
Breckinridge should attack them on our right, orders were sent to me 
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that precisely at 4 o’clock I should open T^^ith my battery on the left of 
the woods skirting the river bank, and upon the enemy’s batteries, in 
order, as I inferred, to draw their fire from our right. This I evidently 
succeeded in doing. They turned all their batteries on me, producing 
a concentration of shot and shell such as I never before witnessed. Dur- 
ing the night I returned to the place I had left in the morning, and on 
Saturday morning moved to our extreme left, to resist a movement the 
enemy were supposed to be making in that direction. Here we remained 
until late in the evening, when orders were given to move to the rear of 
Murfreesborough. My movements each day of the fight were governed 
by orders directly from Lieutenant-General Polk. As usual, I did not 
move with your brigade in the fight, but I do not doubt but that I gave 
you as much support as though I had, for my positions covered your 
right and front as effectually as if I had been with you, and perhaps 
better. 

I feel satisfied with the part the battery played, and know that I did 
our cause some service. Considering the exposed situation of the com- 
pany, it would appear strange that we lost so few killed and wounded. 
This must be accounted for from the fact that I kept my caissons in the 
rear, out of range of the shot, and the limbers and drivers were, for the 
most part, sheltered. Only the officers and cannoneers were exposed 
all the time; nevertheless, we have to mourn the loss of 3 killed and 4 
wounded — all by cannon shot. There were also 7 horses killed. 

To Lieutenants [H. E.] MeSwine and [J. S.] McCall I am much in- 
debted for the proper management of the battery in the several engage- 
ments in which it participated. The whole company acted bravely, doing 
no discredit to their reputation gained at Shiloh and Perryville. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

T. J. STANFOED, 
Captain^ Commanding Light Battery. 

Brig. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart, 

Comdg. Second Brig.j First Biv.^ PoWs Gorps^ Army of Tenn. 


Ho. 207. 

Report of Brig. Gen. George Maney^ 0. S. Army^ commanding Third 

Brigade. 

Hdqrs. Maney’s Brigade, Cheatham’s Division, 

Pole’s Corps, Army of Tennessee, 

Gamp near Shelbyville^ Tenn., Jamiary 15, 18G3. 

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report of the action of my 
command in the battle near Murfreesborough, Tenn., on the 31st ultimo : 

It consisted of the First and Twenty-seventh Tennessee Eegiments 
(consolidated), Col. H. E. Feild commanding ; Fourth Confederate Eegi- 
ment (Tennessee), Col. J. A. McMurry commanding; Sixth andHinth Ten- 
nessee Eegiments (consolidated). Col. C. S. Hurt commanding; Smith’s 
field battery (four guns — two 12-pounder Hapoleons and two 12-pounder 
howitzers), First Lieut. William B. Turner commanding. The battalions 
were arranged in line of battle from right to left, in the order above men- 
tioned. 

My brigade was on outpost duty at Stewart’s Creek, on the Hashville 
and Murfreesborough pike, when the enemy commenced his advance from 
Hashville, and on the afternoon of Friday, December 26, hearing firing 
in front, I mpyed forward with my command to La Vergne, a point on 
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the pike midway between Nashville and Murfreesborough, and about 
15 miles distant from each, where Brigadier-General Wheeler was sta- 
tioned with his cavalry command. Here indications soon convinced me 
the enemy was engaged in a general forward movement, and, in consul- 
tation with General Wheeler, it was determined to so advise the com- 
manding general. 

Next morning the opinion was confirmed as to the movement of the 
enemv, and, according to instructions, in conjunction with the cavalry, 
I feU back slowly, skirmishing with his advance and retarding his 
progress, until advised all was ready for action near Murfreesborough. 

My command reached its camp near Murfreesborough on Sunday fol- 
lowing, prepared rations, and rested there that night. 

Next morning I moved to my position in line of battle on the west 
bank of Stone’s Eiver, between the Wilkinson pike and the Franklin 
road, being the third brigade from the right of Major-General Cheat- 
ham’s division, which was formed in rear of,, and as a supporting line 
to, that of Major-General Withers, my brigade being directly in rear of 
and supporting the one commanded by Colonel Manigault. 

In the afternoon I moved to the left as support to Eobinson’s [Eobert- 
son’s] battery, which engaged a portion of the enemy, and bivouacked 
that night with my left lank resting on the Franklin road. 

Next morning I returned to my position in rear of Colonel Manigault, 
and there remained until I moved into action Wednesday morning. 

My understanding of instructions as to our plan of action was that 
our troops on the extreme left were to attack the enemy on his right 
flank, and as he was driven down the front of our line toward his center 
we were to enter the action successively by brigade, each brigade attack- 
ing the line immediately in front and swinging to the right, so as to 
keep up, as far as possible, continued pressing on the enemy’s flank, 
our alignment to be held toward our pivot flank. 

Under this order, about 8 a. m. Wednesday, I commenced moving for- 
ward in support of Colonel Manigault. In a short time I was under the 
enemy’s fire, and, after advancing about 1,000 yards from my position, 
met Colonel Manigault, who informed me that, after driving the enemy 
from his immediate front, he had been compelled to fall back by a ruinous 
fire on his right flank from two of the enemy’s batteries. These batteries 
were about 600 yards apart, one on quite a high ridge obliquely to my 
front and right, across open ground toward the Harding house; the other 
was directly to my right and could be approached under shelter of the 
woods in which it was planted. The battery on the ridge was firing 
actively, and the two were so related in support of each other that an 
attacking force against either singly from our position would be exposed 
to flank or oblique fire from the other, and to avoid this it was instantly 
arranged that Colonel Manigault should change his front to the right 
and engage the battery in the woods, while I attacked the one in the 
open ground. In accordance with this plan, Colonels Feild’s and Mc- 
' Murry’s regiments were ordered to change direction to the right for 
attack upon the battery, and Colonel Hurt, with his regiment, was de- 
tached from the line and advanced directly forward to occupy a skirt of 
woods about 300 yards to his front, for the i)urpose of protecting the 
other two regments from flanjr fire during their movement upon the 
battery, with instructions that, if he engaged no enemy in these woods, 
to move rapidly forward to his place on the left of my line. These move- 
ments were executed with spirit and promptness, but the enemy, seeing 
the approach of a Jfresh line, hastily. withdrew his battery and its sup- 
port from the ridge. My own battery, was hurried iftto position and 
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delivered several shots upon Ms retiring force. Seeing the enemy re 
tiring, the movement of my line was changed more sharply to the right, 
throwing a small part of it into the woods on my right and the remaindei 
moving rapidly forward to the ridge-top he had abandoned. A short 
delay being necessary for Colonel Manigault to reform his brigade, my 
own got considerably in advance, and the battery in the woods opened 
on my right regiment. Colonel Feild at first took this to be our own 
bt^ttery, and ordered his regiment to lie down without firing, though he 
was within 200 yards of it ,* nor was this mistake discovered until one 
messenger to stop its fire had been killed and another narrowly escaped 
the same fate. His regiment was then ordered to fire, and with the aid 
of (I think) a portion of Colonel Manigaiilt’s brigade, which came up on 
the right, soon silenced the battery. Meantime my other two regiments, 
having attained the ridge-top in the open field but just abandoned by 
the enemy, were met with a furious shelling from a battery in plain view, 
about 500 yards distant, and just across the Wilkinson pike. The word 
coming to me from my right that we were being fired on by our own bat- 
tery, led me to take the one across the road to be alluded to, that in the 
woods being at the moment hidden from my sight. Under these circum- 
stances my line was ordered to lie down, and staff officers sent instantly 
to the right for accurate information. My battle-flag was conspicuously 
displayed from the ridge-top, but instead of diminishing seemed only to 
attract the fire of the battery across the road. ISText moment suspicion 
became certainty as to this battery by discovering the flag of the enemy 
in the woods to the right of and near it. His purpose in withdrawing 
from the ridge was now plain. The ground between my line and the 
Wilkinson pike (a distance of from 400 to 500 yards) was an open field, 
sloping gradually to the pike, on the opposite or north side of which and 
directly in my front was a thick wood, affording good cover. The enemy 
had withdrawn from the ridge I now occupied and posted his infantry 
in these woods, and established his battery so as to rake the field be^ 
tween us with an oblique fire from my front and right. Evidently his 
dispositions were made in expectation of my moving directly over this 
field against him. Fortunately, however, the ridge he had abandoned 
commanded the new position he had taken, and, finding an excellent 
location for my battery, I got it instantly in position and opened upon 
him with Admirable effect, my infantry line lying down the while for 
protection. For a short time the artillery fire was hot and spirited, but 
Turner’s li^'apoleons and 12-pounder howit25ers, being in easy range and 
aided by advantage of position, were more than the. enemy, could stand. 
His battery was soon silenced and his infantry in retreat under our fire. 

About this time Major-General Cheatham came in person to my line, 
and Colonel Manigault reported his brigade reformed and again ready to 
advance. By order of the major-general. Colonel Manigault was moved 
from my right to my left, and we moved across the field in line together, 
bearing sharply to the right. General Cheatham accompanying us. In 
this movemenhmy center regiment passed over the four guns just beyond 
the pike with which my battery had been engaged, and which were too 
much disabled to be carried off in the enemy’s flight. My line, after 
crossing the pike, was inclined to the left, and moved down through the 
cedar brake between the Wilkinson and Nashville pikes. The enemy fled 
before us without making any stand in these woods, but in a short time 
opened a furious shelling from his main position near the Nashville pike. 
My command was halted at the northern margin of this cedar brake, in 
line with other brigades on my right, and in a short time Major-General 
McCown’s division came forward in prolongation to my left. 
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During the afternoon the bulk of our left and center forces were con- 
centrated in these woods and formed in two lines, apparently in antici- 
pation of the enemy making an attack to regain the field from which he 
had been driven. My command remained in position here in the front 
line until Friday evening, when I was ordered to take position to the 
right, in support of our batteries near the Cowan house. 

At daylight, Saturday morning, I was ordered back to position in the 
cedar brake from which I came the previous evening, and remained there 
until our army retired from Murfreesborongh, my brigade bringing up 
the rear on the Shelby ville road. 

I cannot close my report of this memorable battle without expressing 
my highest satisfaction in the conduct of my entire command. During 
the main engagement, and the frequent and severe shellings to which 
they were exposed for the three days following, they exhibited the steady 
and reliable courage of veterans. Exposure to cold and drenching rain, 
added to the fatigue of the battle, could not fail in wearing, to some ex- 
tent, their bodies j but under all the dangers and hardships incident to 
the time, the morale evinced was admirable. Truly, they bore them- 
selves as soldiers, comprehending the stake involved. 

My battalion commanders — Colonels Feild, Hurt, and McMurry — have 
my thanks for their gallantry and efficiency during the entire action, and 
I refer to their reports, filed witb this, for particulars as to their officers 
and men. Also, I feel it proper to mention First Lieutenant Turner, 
commanding, First Lieut. Chandler [S.l Smith and Second Lieut. Charles 
[L. B.] Ingraham, of my battery, for their good conduct, and with them 
thank their command for the excellent manner in which their guns were 
served. 

My staff— Captain [Thomas H.] Malone, assistant adjutant-general; 
Captain [B.] Oockrill, acting ordnance officer and aide; Lieutenant Kee- 
ble, acting assistant inspector-general and aide — all have my thanks for 
valuable services and assistance. 

Capt. E. H. Harrison, of the Ninth Tennessee Kegiment, having been 
temporarily relieved from his regular command by the consolidation of 
his regiment, and Hon. John F. House, acted on my staff as volunteer 
aides, and exhibited both x)romptness and daring throughout the action. 

In the latter part of the day, Captain [J. H.] Trezevant, First Louisi- 
ana Eegiment (Eegulars), reported to me, stating himself disabled by a 
wound for duty on foot, but anxious to render what service he could, 
mounted. Under these circumstances I accepted his services, and thank 
him for bearing several orders to different parts of the field. 

I have previously furnished a statement of the losses from my com- 
mand. 


Very respectfully, 


GEO. MANEY, 
Brigadier- General. 

Maj. John Ing-RAM, Assistant Adj%itant- General. 


No. 208. 

Report of Col. H. B. Reild^ First Tennessee Infantry. 


, 1863. 

In compliance with orders, I must submit to you the following report 
of the part my command took in the action before Murfreesborough on 
Wednesday, December 31, 1862: 

Enemy opened fire on me just as our line arrived at the brick-kiln. 
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some 400 or 500 yards south of the Wilkinson pike, from a four-gun bat- 
tery about 200 yards distant, which I thought at first was our own bat- 
teiy, from its position and our very close proximity to it before it opened 
fire. With that belief I ordered the men to lie down, and sent Lieutenant 
[E. F.] James forward to tell them that they were firing on their friends. 
He approached within 50 yards of the battery, when he was shot dead 
by its support. I still believed it to be our own battery, and sent another 
mounted officer to see. I think it was Lieutenant [John H.] Marsh ; I do 
not know. He rode within 40 yards of it, when its support rose up and 
fired a volley at him, but fortunately missing, when he wheeled his horse 
and made his escape. Then I became convinced it was the enemy, and 
ordered my regiment to open fire, which they obeyed with reluctance, 
the major part of the men thinking it was our own people. But after 
firing a few rounds they became satisfied it was the enemy, and then 
opened with great vigor, driving the enemy from his guns, which guns 
we passed over as we advanced, and also passed over another battery on 
the other side of the pike. 

All the loss my regiment sustained was in the engagement at the brick- 
kiln, which was some eighty-odd, and was the only place that we actu- 
ally engaged the enemy. 

Great ci^edit is due both officers and men, who behaved themselves 
with coolness and bravery, and showed themselves worthy of the regi- 
ment to which they belong. 

Captain Maney and his company was attached to my regiment through- 
out the whole,- and acquitted themselves with equal credit with the rest 
of the command. Captain [E.] Cockrill was with me during the action 
and rendered valuable service, for which I tender him my thanks. He 
had his horse killed under him while riding in front of the regiment en- 
couraging the men. 

H. E. FEILD, 

Colonel^ Commanding First Tennessee Regiment. 

[Brigadier-] General Geo, Maney. 


FTo. 209. 

Report of Col, James A. McMnrry^ Fourth Tennessee Infantry. 

Near Shelbyyilee, Tenn., 

January 29, 1863. 

I respectfully report that my regiment, agreeably to orders from Brig. 
Gen. G. Maney, commanding brigade, marched irom their camps early 
on the morning of December 29 last, and took their position in line of 
battle in the center of the brigade before Murfreesborough, on the west 
bank of Stone’s Eiver, and remained there until, the morning of the 31st, 
the day of the general engagement, except the first evening, when it 
was ordered to march to the left a few hundred yards, when firing from 
artillery and infantry indicated that a strong attack might be made. 
The regiment encamped there until the next day, when it was ordered 
back to its first position in line of battle. 

At an early hour on the morning of the 31st, the firing from artillery 
and infantry gave evidence that all parts of the front line were engaged 
in battle, when the regiment, as early as 8 a. m.,was ordered by the bri- 
gade commander to advance, for the purpose of participatin g in the battle. 

47 B R— YOL XX, PT I 
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The regiment advanced to a distance of some 500 yards, until it reached 
our front line of battle, when it was halted, where the brigade which 
occupied our front line of battle, for some cause, had been thrown into 
disorder and confusion. After halting here some twenty minutes, until 
the broken brigade had reformed, and being all the while under fire from 
artillery and infantry of the enemy, in position in a skirt of woods a 
little in advance of the right of the brigade, near what is called the 
Wilkinson pike, the regiment again received orders to advance, which 
was done by making a circle through a cotton-field until the direction 
w'as changed to the right, when the regiment encountered a strong bat- 
tery, well and ably supported by infantry, in position not more than 
300 yards in advance of the right of the brigade, and apparently not more 
than 150 yards distant, when the first battery opened upon the brigade. 
This second batterv was considerably — some say 300 yards or more — in 
rear of the forces of the enemy. On their right, being driven back a 
considerable distance, and from the artillery and infantry combined, a 
most destructive fire was directed against our advancing column ; and 
it being altogether uncertain whether the missiles of death were directed 
by friend or foe, the regiment was halted and covered, and protected 
itself as well as possible upon this ground and behind obstacles until it 
could be ascertained by whom we were being fired upon. Here the 
brigade commander, who was immediately in the rear of my regiment, 
sent some of his staff to ascertain this fact; and I here desire to call 
attention to the skill, gallantry, and cool courage of Sergeant Oakley, 
color-bearer of my regiment, w.ho, while the regiment was thus waiting 
and in doubt, volunteered and did march out with the flag of his coun- 
try some 8 or 10 paces in advance of his regiment, and held aloft the 
flag, which he bore erect some ten minutes in a conspicuous place for 
the fire of the enemy, and amid a terrific fire, to test by w’hose fire the 
brigade was suffering so severely. The continued heavy firing directed 
upon our line soon demonstrated that the battery^ and its support were 
no mistaken friends of ours, and the battery belonging to the brigade was 
placed in a position by the brigade commander on an eminence, where it 
and all the infantry of the brigade opened a well-directed and destructive 
fire against the hostile battery and infantry, and after a heavy fire from 
us (continued some fifteen or twenty minutes) we drove the battery and 
its support from their position, which resulted in the battery (consisting 
of four pieces of artillery) being carried off by the enemy some 150 yards, 
when it was captured by and fell into the hands of the brigade, the enemy 
being unable to carry it any farther, my regiment passing immediately 
by the captured guns. 

The loss to my regiment in dislodging this battery and its infantry sup- 
port ffom this well-selected position in the woods (our brigade having to 
attack them from an open field) was very considerable. 

I have to regret the loss of Oapt. D. P. Skelton, of Company K, in my 
regiment, who was here mortally wounded. This was a severe loss to 
his company; also that Capt. C. Brown was very severely wounded in the 
thigh — a brave officer, who is disabled from any further field service ; 
and also the loss of 2 non-commissioned officers and 5 privates, and some 
40 non-commissioned [officers] and privates were wounded. And here 
[Lieutenant] John Shane, adjutant in the regiment, was wounded in the 
arm, who had rendered valuable assistance on the day of the battle, 
exhibiting much courage. 

After driving the enemy from their position, the regiment, with the bri- 
gade, under orders from the commander, advanced through a skirt of 
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woods. When they had proceeded about half through the woods, th< 
enemy, from their numerous batteries on the NTashville and Murfrees 
borough turnpike, began and directed a heavy cannonading against oui 
advancing line, which continued for some twenty minutes, resulting ii 
the wounding of some 2 or 3 men in my regiment, and from here th( 
regiment and brigade, which had been in the present line of attack evei 
since it had arrived at our front line of battle, advanced under the com 
maud of Colonel Feild (G-eneral Maney having been assigned to tak( 
command of the left) to a field on the Fashville and Murfreesbdrougl 
turnpike, where it was directed to be halted, and where it opened a fire 
on the enemy’s line on the turnpike, when 1 officer of the regimeni 
was wounded and 1 private killed, which closed the fight on the pan 
of my regiment that day. My regiment encamped here that night or 
our extreme front line, and remained on our extreme front line, excepi 
one night, until our forces were withdrawn on Saturday night, at 2 a. m. 
the brigade constituting the rear guard of the retiring forces. 

During the three days after the fight of the 31st the enemy kept ui 
a brisk but irregular fire on our line, which was not returned in an.^ 
way, except by some skirmishers, which I kept constantly in front of mj 
regiment, and who, it is believed, did considerable execution against th( 
enemy by the discharge of their-small-arms. 

I have further to report that the men and officers of the regiment en 
dured considerable hardships and privations during the six days w( 
were in line of battle before Murfreesborough with great patience anc 
fortitude, such as becomes true soldiers, without uttering any complaint 
and that the field, staff, and company officers gallantly and with alacrity 
performed their duties during the whole time, and to whose assistanc< 
much is due to the part performed by the regiment during the engage 
ment. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. A. MoMUEEY, 

Colonel^ Commanding Fourth Tennessee Begiment, 

Capt. Thomas H. Malone, 

Assistant AdjxitanP General, 


m. 210 . 

Bejgort of Maj. John L, Harris^ Sixth Tennessee Infantry^ cQmmandim 
Sixth and Ninth' Regiments, 

March 20, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the Sixth an( 
[Ninth] (consolidated) Tennessee Eegiments in the late action befon 
Murfreesborough on December 31, 1862 : 

Having been posted on the left wing of General Maney brigade — ^whicl 
was in the center of the left wing and in the second line, which restet 
on Stone’s Eiver, where we had been for two days before the regula 
engagement, which began on the morning of December 31 — when th< 
firing had become heavy in the frontline, which was early in the morning 
of December 31, we were ordered forward to support it with the balanc( 
of the brigade, by General Maney. After marching straight to the fron 
about 300 yards, we were.halted in a corn-field about 200 yards in fron 
of a wood lot, in which a portion of the enemy were posted. While ii 
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that position we had several men wounded. The command was here 
ordered to lie down, in order to protect themselves as much as possible 
against a heavy enfilading fire from the right by one of the enemy’'s 
batteries. The regiment, then commanded by Col. 0. S. Hurt, was 
ordered from this place by General Maney to move olf by the left fiank to 
the left and front, on an angle of about 35° from the original parallel, 
in rear of a thicket and down a ravine, so as to gain the right of the 
woods. We were then ordered by the left flank into the woods, and there 
formed a line of battle perpendicular to the original line. We were then 
ordered forward. After having gone about 400 yards, we were halted in 
an open cotton-field near some out-buildings. Our lines were raked 
here most terrifically by shot and shell from one battery on our right 
and another situated a little to the left of our right. Here we were 
ordered to lie down. Believing the battery on our right to be ours, 
the colors of the regiment were ordered forward to attract their atten- 
tion, whereupon Sergt. M. 0. Hooks, Company E, Ninth Tennessee Eeg- 
iment, advanced to the front and placed his colors on the top of a crib, 
whereupon the battery on the right fired at it and struck the crib near 
the color-sergeant. We were then convinced as to the character of the 
battery, which still kept pouring a heavy fire upon us. Here we lost 3 
killed and several wounded. Among -the killed was Lieutenant [W. D.] 
Irby, then commanding Company D, Ninth Tennessee Eegiment. We 
were then ordered forward, bearing slightly to the right. After pro- 
ceeding about 600 yards to the fence of a third field, beyond which the 
enemy were strong^ massed hi the cedars, with their batteries playing 
upon us continually, we were halted, and fired one round at the enemy, 
they returning the fire, killing and wounding several of our men, among 
whom were Lieutenant [A. J.] Bucey, of Company A, Ninth Tennessee 
Eegiment, and Lieutenant [T. J.] Gilliam, also of Company A, but 
then commanding Company D, Ninth Tennessee Eegiment, killed, and 
Captain [B. B.] McOlanahan, Company G, Sixth Tennessee Eegiment, 
wounded, .We were then ordered by Col. C.S. Hurt to our former posi- 
tion, and there formed on a line with Smith’s battery, 100 yards in rear 
of our first line. After Smith’s battery had driven the enemy from the 
woods we were again ordered forward, and continued to the front, bear- 
ing to the right, until we reached a cedar glade' beyond the Wilkinson 
pike. Here we were halted, being partially sheltered by the trees from 
the most terrific fire of shot and shell I ever saw, completely riddling 
the forest in every direction. We were again ordered forward amid the 
thunder of artillery and the crash of falling timber, and continued to 
march to the front until we arrived at the south side of a field, the north 
side of which rested upon the Nashville pike, and there halted, it then 
being between 2 and 3 o’clock in the evening, and the enemy being 
heavily massed both in men and artillery on the opposite side of the 
field. We remained here until the following morning about 7 o’clock, 
when we were ordered to fall back 100 yards into the cedar glade and 
hold our position. 

We remained here until the evening of January 2, 1863, keeping up a 
continued skirmishing with the enemy all the time, both day and night. 
We were then ordered to the right, and placed in a jBeld near Cowan’s 
dwelling. The next morning before day we were ordered back to our 
original line in the cedar glade, where we remained until the evacuation, 
and then assisted in bringing up the rear of General Cheatham’s division. 

During all the exposure both officers and men behaved with that 
becoming coolness and courage that has ever made. Tennessee troops 
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ill vincible. Among a few names that stand conspicuous are Oolor-Sergt, 
M. 0. Hooks and Private Eobert [T.] Bond, of Company E, Ninth Ten- 
nessee, who was seriously wounded at Shiloh, and at Perry ville received 
a severe wound through his lungs, and was found among the foremost 
at Murfreesborough during all the exposure with a bullet-hole through 
his body. Be it said to the honor of the conscripts of Company I, Ninth 
Tennessee Eegiment, they stood to a man, advancing and retreating in 
perfect good order. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

JNO. L. HAEEIS, 

Major s Gomdg. Sixth and Ninth {consolidated) Tenn. Eegts, 
Capt. Thomas H. Malone, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 211. 

Reports of Lieut. William B. Turner^ SmiWs Mississippi hattery. 

Shelbyyille, Tenn., January 14, 1863. 

Major : In accordance with Special Orders, No. 2, issued from head- 
quarters artillery, Polkas corps, Army of Tennessee, I have the honor to 
report that at the battle of Stoners Eiver the company sustained a loss 
of 1 private killed (Henry Sellers) and 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, and 2 pri- 
vates wounded, 4 horses killed and 6 wounded. No damage done to 
carriages or caissons. 

The battery was engaged four different times on Wednesday, 31st 
ultimo, with the batteries of the enemy and firing on their infantry, aver- 
aging about half an hour to each engagement. 

We were engaged some six times on Friday, 2d instant. We drove 
back a line of infantry on Wednesday, and on Friday, in conjunction 
with Carnes’ and Stanford’s batteries, were engaged with several of the 
enemy’s batteries, and drove back a column of their infantry. The effect 
of our two light 12-pounders was particularly noticeable. That evening 
after sundown, Captain Stanford, acting chief of artillery, seeing a line 
of the enemy’s infantry approaching, ordered me to open fire, which I 
did upon them with my two light 12'pounder guns, firing several rounds 
and repulsing the enemy. We fired during the two days we were en- 
gaged some 800 rounds, composed of solid shot, shell, spherical case, and 
canister. We noticed nothing inefficient in regard to the projectiles of 
the Bormann fuses. We were compelled to use a few of the paper fuses. 
They proved inefficient, not preserving the range. We never used our 
adjustable sights, it not being necessary. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. B. TUENEE, 
Lieutenant^ Gommcmding Light Battery. 

Maj. M. Smith, 

Ghief of Artillery^ 1st Div.^ Polkas Gorps, Army of Tennessee. 


January 29, 1863. 

In accordance with special orders issued from headquarters, I have the 
honor .to submit the following report of the action of Smith’s battery 
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during the engagements before Murfreesborough, Tenn.j from Decem- 
ber 29, 1862, to January 3, 1863, both inclusive : 

On the 29th, the battery was ordered to take a position on Stoners 
Eiver, about 2| miles from Murfreesborough, on the left wing, and lay 
in position until late in the evening, when it was ordered to take another 
position about three-fourths of a mile farther down on the left. In 
that position it remained until about sunset, when I was ordered to re- 
turn and park my battery for the night near the first-named position. 
The battery was not engaged during the day, and did not fire a single 
shot. 

On the 30th, 1 was ordered to cross Stone’s Eiver and take a position in 
rear of your brigade, which I did. During this day the battery was not 
engaged, though exposed to heavy shelling from the enemy’s guns. 
In this position the battery remained until late in the evening, when I 
was ordered to return and park my battery for the night in the same 
place it occupied on the night of December 29. 

On the 31st, I was ordered to cross Stone’s Eiver and take a position 
about half a mile from said river, which was done, and the battery went 
into action, firing a few rounds. From thence I was ordered about half 
a mile farther onward, to take another position. At this point the bat- 
tery went into action a second time, firing upon one of the enemy’s bat- 
teries, as well as upon their infantry. In this second engagement the 
battery fired about 200 rounds, g,nd was engaged about forty minutes ; • 
succeeded in silencing the enemy’s battery, as well as driving back their 
infantry. The enemy’s battery having ceased firing, and their infantry 
having fallen back, I was ordered to advance farther onward and take 
a position near the one occupied by the enemy’s battery, which had been 
captured during the second engagement. In this position the battery 
remained until late in the evening, when I was ordered to another posi- 
tion to the right of the one last occupied, and at this point the battery 
was engaged about twenty minutes, firing several rounds. I then parked 
it near by for the night. 

On the morning of January 1, 1 was ordered with my battery to take 
a position near the one last held the evening before, which was done. 
The battery lay in this position during the whole day without being 
engaged. On the night of January 1, it was parked in the same place,’ 
and the men, according to orders, went to building fortifications, which 
occupied them until a late hour. 

At 2 o’clock in the morning of January 2, the battery was ordered to 
the right of the !Nashville pike, to take a position on Stone’s Eiver, which 
was done, and during the day it was engaged six times, averaging about 
a half hour to each engagement. In the action of this day the battery 
pcceeded twice (in connection with those of Carnes, Stanford, and Scott) 
in driving hack a column of the enemy’s infantry. The effect of our two 
12-pounder NTapoleon guns was noticed particularly during the whole 
day, and late in the evening they succeeded of themselves in driving 
back a colnmn of the enemy’s infantry. Some time after dark 1 was 
ordered back across tbe pike, and parked my battery for the night. 

On January 3, 1 was ordered with my battery to the left on the Wil- 
kinson pike, and lay in position during the whole day without being 
engaged. In the evening of this day I was ordered to camp about 2 
miles from Murfreesborough, on the Shelbyville pike, and there parked 
my battery until the evening of the 4th, when I was ordered to proceed 
on toward Shelbyville. 

The commander takes great pleasure to include in this report that 
his nxen remained steadily at their posts, filling their respective duties 
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during the hottest part of the engagement, and acted in every respect 
commendable as soldiers. 

The list of casualties were 1 killed and 4 slightly wounded; also 8 
horses killed and lost. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

WM. B. TUENEK, 

Lieutenant^ Gomwanding SmitWs Battery Light Artillery. 
Capt. Thomas H. Malone, 

A. A. G.y Maney^s Brig.^ Gheathapi^s PoWs OorpSy Army ofTenn. 


212 . 

Report of Col. A. J. Vaughan^ jr.^ Thirtee^ith Tennessee Infantry^ com- 
manding Fourth Brigade. 

Headquarters Eourth Brigade, First Division, 

Polk’s Corps, Army op Tennessee, 

Camp near Shelby ville^ January 9, 18G3. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit an official report of the action 
of the Fourth Brigade, First Division, Polk’s corps, Army of Tennes- 
see, in the battle before Murfreesboroi^h, temporarily under my com- 
mand, during the engagement of December 31, [1862,] and the prelimi- 
nary skirmish of the day before. 

The brigade consisted of the One hundred and fifty-fourth •Senior Ten- 
nessee Eegiment, Lieut. Col. M. Magevney, jr. ; Thirteenth Tennessee 
Eegiment, Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan; Twelfth Tennessee Eegiment, 
Maj. J. N. Wyatt ; Forty-seventh Tennessee Volunteers, Capt. W. M. 
Watkins; Ninth Texas Infantry, Col. W.H. Young; Twenty-ninth Ten- 
nessee Volunteers, Maj. J. B. Johnson ; Capt. P. T. Allin’s company of 
sharpshooters ; Lieut. J. E. J. Creighton, and the light battery of Capt. 
W. L. Scott. Our line was formed, with the left resting on the Triune 
road, 300 yards in rear of Loomis’ brigade, not far behind Smith’s house. 
The One hundred and fifty-fourth Senior Tennessee Eegiment, being- 
detached to the support of Eobertson’s battery, occupied a position near 
the front line, with its right resting on the same road and opposite the 
house before named. 

About 3 o’clock in the afternoon of the 30th, skirmishing, which had 
been going on between the pickets along the whole line, was entered into 
with great warmth in my front, and a battery of the enemy, which had 
been posted on an advantageous spot, opened upon the woods in which 
my command was in line, shelling it with greatfury and wounding some 
of my officers and men, at the same time engaging Eobertson’s battery 
in ah artillery duel of terrible severity. At one time this battery was 
threatened with an impetuous^ charge by the enemy, when the One hun- 
dred and fifty-fourth Senior Tennessee Eegiment, in support, rushed 
forward, resisting with great gallantry the attempt, losing in killed and 
wounded several of its officers and men. After a shelling, about dark, 
of the camp-fires of this regiment by the enemy, the contest closed for 
the day, and we rested upon our arms for the night. 

At daylight the next morning the battle opened, and before sunrise I 
received information that the front line needed immediate support, and 
moved my command forward. The Ninth Texas Eegiment, having been 
for safety rested about 100 yards in rear of its position in alignment, 
was unable, because of that fact and the want of room between the 
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right of the line and the road, it being on the extreme left, to move in 
line with the brigade. Accordingly, Oapt. M. W. Clnskey, assistant 
adjutant- general, moved it and rested it on the right of Wood’s brigade. 
Moving the balance of my brigade obliquely across the open field to the 
rear and right of Smith’s house under a tremendous artillery and in- 
fantry fire, I soon occupied the front of our line, on the left of Mani- 
gault’s brigade, and engaged a largely superior force of the enemy in a 
most hotly contested fight, driving him away from two of his guns, which 
bad been prominent in contesting our advance. 

About the same time my assistant adjutant- general gave Colonel [ W. 
H.] Young, of the Mnth Texas Infantry, orders to move forward from 
the position in which he had placed it, on the right of Wood’s brigade, 
and attack the enemy sheltered in the woods in front of him, which he 
did in most gallant style, and succeeded in driving him, though with 
great loss, through the woods and open field on the other side. On the 
right, after driving the enemy from the guns mentioned, Manigault’s 
brigade, not being supported by its reserve, gave way, and my brigade, 
having none either in reserve or on my immediate left, was forced by 
the enemy, heavily re-enforced, to withdraw, which it did, after being 
commanded by me so to do, in good order, rallying on their colors on 
their original line. I again advanced my command, this time through 
the woods and to the left of my former line of advance, and reached the 
large open fields between the Wilkinson and Triune pikes under a heavy 
fire of artillery. Forming on the left of Maney’s brigade, I placed the 
Ninth Texas Infantry, which had again united with my command, on 
my right, and rested my men, to shelter them from the severe artillery 
fire of the enemy, which was being unremittingly hailed upon them. 
Ordered by Major-General Cheatham, I moved forward, with Maney on 
my right and nnsupiiorted on my left. Beaching the woods near the 
Wilkinson pike, I encountered Brig. Gen. Bushrod [E.] Johnson’s bri- 
gade on a line of battle perpendicular to my own. After a delay on 
this account, I received the order to advance and engage the enemy. 
Moving through Johnson’s line of battle, I changed front and advanced 
on the enemy, thickly posted in the woods on my right, from which they 
had been shelling our lines. Upon our near approach, he fled through 
the skirt of woods across the Wilkinson toward the Nashville pike. I 
again changed front, and, crossing the Wilkinson pike, moved through 
the same woods on their left flank with a view of cutting them off. 
When about half through these woods, engaging the enemy on my right 
flank as I went along, I met a line of battle somewhat lapping my left, 
which 1 found to be Wood’s brigade, engaging another force of the 
enemy in his front. General [S. A, M.] Wood desired my support to 
save him from being flanked on the right. Accordingly, I moved for- 
ward and engaged this force, driving him across the open field and dirt 
road into the only remaining field between us and the Nashville pike, 
where a large wagon train of the enemy was distinctly visible. At this 
point I found myself about to be flanked on my right by a strong force 
of the enemy posted in the woods to the right of the field.. Seeing no 
signs of any support on my right, which I had supposed was following 
mo to continue my alignment on the right, I concluded to rapidly con- 
tinue my advance upon the enemy, which bad been driven toward the 
pike and which had again rallied and formed in line, and, by driving 
him, to force the troops threatening my flank to retire. Such was the 
spirit and vigor with which my men pursued this object that the troops 
on my left did not keep up with them, and before I could effect the pur- 
I>ose I had in view, my right flank was so severely enfiladed that I was 
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compelled to retire them after again driving the enemy from one of his 
batteries, which on that account I was unable to bi*ing off. Withdraw- 
ing my troops to the Wilkinson pike, I there remained in line of battle 
on our extreme left for the remaining short portion of the day and for 
the entire night. There was no renewal of the engagement on Thursday, 
and on Friday morning Erig. Gen. Preston Smith having arrived, I 
turned over his command to him. 

The battery of Captain Scott, ^ being otherwise disposed, was not en- 
gaged with the brigade in the actions reported on. Its subsequent 
operations will form the subject of a report from its captain, through 
Brig. Gen. Preston Smith. 

It is scarcely necessary to refer to the gallant conduct of the entire 
command. Obeying with alacrity every order I gave them to forward 3 
engaging the enemy whenever they met him with a spirit and impet- 
uosity which evinced their earnestness ; retiring, even though exposed 
to the most galling fire, only when I ordered them, and rallying upon 
their colors whenever they were called upon to do so, they presented an 
exhibition of heroic valor seldom equaled and never surpassed by any 
body of men. The report of the fatality in the brigade demonstrates 
how well they have earned the tribute I pay them. The killed and 
wounded among officers illustrates how well they stood at their posts 
through all of the peril. The horses of every one of the general field and 
staff except one, and of every one of the regimental field and staff except 
two, were killed under them. 

The incidents of conspicuous gallantry were so numerous as to pre- 
clude the mention of all of them in this report. 

Colonel Young, of the Ninth Texas Infantry, seized the colors of his 
regiment in one of its most gallant charges and led it through. 

When standard-bearer Quinn, a gallant soldier of the One hundred 
and fifty-fourth Senior Tennessee Eegiment, was killed, Major [J. W.] 
Dawson snatched the broken staff, and carried it with the colors at the 
head of the regiment during the balance of the fight. 

In many instances entire officers of some of the companies were killed 
and wounded, and they were gallantly led by the non-commissioned 
officers. 

In the Thirteenth Tennessee Eegiment Lieutenant-Colonel [W. E.] 
Morgan was mortally wounded, Major [Peter H.] Cole was killed, and 
senior Captain [W. J.] Crook was dangerously wounded. Captain [E. 
F,] Lanier took charge of the regiment and carried it gallantly through 
the fight. 

All the regimental commanders behaved in a manner worthy of the 
responsible positions they had been called upon to occupy. 

The company of sharpshooters was placed to the right of the One 
hundred and fifty-fourth Senior Eegiment and not used as a separate 
command. Its commanding officer. Lieutenant [J. E. J.] Creighton, was 
dangerously wounded and Second Lieutenant [A. M.] Bunch was killed 
while nobly leading their men. Lieutenant [T. F.] Pattison carried them 
through the remainder of the fight with great ci^edit. 

Capt. M. W. Cluskey, assistant adjutant-general, discharged his duty 
to the fullest extent. Intrusting to him the execution of the most im- 
l)ortant orders, he carried them out with a promptness and coolness 
which greatly facilitated me in the direction of the brigade. In one of 
the warmest charges near the Nashville pike his horse was killed under 

h™* . -o 1 

I must bear especial testimony to the gallant conduct of Lieut. Frank 

B. Eodgers, aide-de-camp, and Capt. John W, Harris [Company L, Fifth 
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TeniiesseeJ, assigned to daty on my staff, who rendered most efficient 
aid in carrying out my orders and in rallying and cheering the men by 
their own example of personal daring and valor. Lieutenant Eodgers 
had a horse killed under him. 

Maj. E. A. Beecher, brigade quartermaster, by his attention to the 
removal of the wounded from the field, the burying of the dead, and the 
gathering up of the guns and ammunition scattered upon it, and his 
efficiency in every way necessary to promote the interests of the com- 
mand, is entitled to special commendation. 

Accompanying this you will find a report* of the killed, wounded, 
and missing in this command, as also the separate reports of Ool. W. 
H. Young, commanding Ninth Texas Infantry, and senior Capt. B. E. 
Lanier, commanding Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment, to which you are 
respectfully referred. 

Respectfully, 

A. J. VAUGHAN, Jr., 

Senior Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 

Oapt. John Inoram, 

Actg. Asst, Adjt. Qen.^ First I)iv.^ FoWs Corps, Army of Tenn. 


No. 213. 


Report of Capt, E, F, Lanier, Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry, 

Shelbtville, Tbnn., January 9, 1863. 

On the morning of December 31, 1862, about 6.30 o^clock, Lieut, CoL 
William E. Morgan, commanding Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Vol- 
unteers, had the regiment formed to the right of the Triune road, upon 
which road the left of the brigade rested. We remained in line but a 
short while, when we were ordered forward to the support of Brigadier- 
General Gardner’s [S. A. M. Wood’s] brigade,! which was then engaging 
the enemy in a wood on the far side of a corn-field immediately in our front. 
We marched boldly forward until within 100 yards of the wood, when we 
were ordered to halt and lie down, as we had come under the enemy’s 
fire. We remained in this position but a few minutes when the line in 
our front came retreating back, and we were ordered to rise and move 
forward, which the men did with a yell. Here we were under a galling 
fire, and I regret to state that Lieut. Col. William B. Morgan and Maj. 
P. H. Cole were mortally wounded, and many of our men were killed 
and wounded before we entered the woods, but our gallant men did not 
falter, but rushed forward with a shout and entered the woods, driving 
the enemy before them and forcihg him to leave a steel piece of artillery, 
which he had used mth terrible effect upon us. We continued advanc- 
ing until ordered by Colonel Vaughan, commanding brigade, to retire, 
caused by a terrible cross-fire from the right. We fell back beyond the 
field, and quickly reformed the regiment and moved by the left fiank up 
the Triune road, where we were supplied with ammunition, and moved 
by the right flank in line of battle to the left of Brigadier-General Maney, 
in an open field, where we were ordered to halt and lie down to protect 
us from the terrible shelling from the enemy’s battery on our right. 
Erom this position we moved forward across the Wilkinson pike and 


* Embodied in No. 191, p. 670. 

t Gardner was relieved from duty with the Army of Tennessee, December 14, 1802. 
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rested a short time, and as we moved from here we changed front for- 
ward on first company, first battalion, and marched across an open field 
into a cedar thicket to the left of Brigadier-General Polk, and engaged 
the enemy and drove them across a field, and our men followed them, 
although raked by artillery from the front and right and a terrible fire 
of musketry. iNear the Nashville pike we drove them from two pieces 
of artillery immediately in our front, with the assistance of the rest of the 
brigade. We fell back from here to the Wilkinson pike and bivouacked 
for the night. 

On the morning of January 1, 1863, we moved a short distance to the 
right down the Wilkinson pike in rear of the division, massed, when I 
turned the command over to Colonel Vaughan, jr. 

Without casting any reflections where all did their part nobly, I would 
here mention Private Ike A. Stone, Company I, who was severely 
wounded early in the engagement, but, binding up his wounds, he took 
charge of his company, the captain (Crook) being wounded. He re- 
ceived a second wound, but still fought bravely on. Adjutant [E. M.] 
Harwell called for some person to take the colors, when Private Leon 
Joubert, Company G, volunteered and carried them through the re- 
mainder of the fight, always in front of the line and among the last to 
retire. 

I herewith submit the list* of killed, wounded, and missing. 

Eespectfully, 

E. F. LANIEE, 

Senior Captain, Commanding Regiment. 

Col. A. J. Vaughan, Jr. 


No. 214. 

Report of Mag. J. B. Johnson^ Twenty-ninth Tennessee Infantry. 

Pbbeuart 29, 186^. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by 
the Twenty-ninth Tennessee Eegiment in the recent battle near Mur- 
freesborough : 

On Tuesday evening we were posted in line of battle about 60 yards 
in rear and to the right of Eobertson^s battery, which was soon after 
engaged in a furious cannonade with one of the enemy ^s batteries. We 
were exposed to the fire Of the enemy all during the time, by which we 
lost several men killed and wounded, including two lieutenants of Com- 
pany I, wounded. 

Early Wednesda,y morning orders were received to advance and attack 
the enemy, strongly posted at the extremity of a large field about a quar- 
ter of a mile from our position, and, charging through this field, exposed 
to a brisk fire of shot and shell, the enemy were driven back from this 
position in disorder j but we not being supported on the flank, when 
the enemy came up with fresh troops, exposed to an enfilading fire on 
the left, the regiment and brigade were ordered to fall back to their 
original position, which they did in excellent order, having suffered the 
larger part of our casualties daring the day at this pllace. Having rested 
for ten minutes, and received ammunition, an advance was ordered across 
the same field, a little to the left, the enemy having been driven back. 
They were again encountered in about a mile of the first position, and, 


Emhodied in No. 191, p. 676. 
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after a short fight, fell back to a thicket of cedars and river bluff, afford- 
ing protection to the enemy’s line, and here the firing was so heavy that, 
after a short while, seeing that they were too strong for our greatly 
reduced brigade, orders were gii^en to fall back to the road, half a mile 
back, where we encamped for the night. 

The [conduct of the] officers and men in this regiment was admirable 
and commendable. 

The casualties of the regiment were as follows : Went into the fight 
with effective force of 220 men ; killed and wounded, 102 ; missing, 10, 
Total, 112 killed, wounded, and missing, 

I noticed that a great many guns (chiefly Enfield rifles) after a short 
time became so foul that the balls had to be hammered down, thereby 
causing slow fire. 

During the three days subsequent to the Wednesday fight our position 
was shifted several times in the lines, and, though exposed to an almost 
continued fire of artillery, no casualties ensued. We were on the extreme 
left of the line of battle, in the front line, during the last day. 
Eespectfully, 

J. B. JOHKSOK, 

Major ^ Commanding Twenty-ninth Tennessee Regiment, 

Capt. M. W. CLtrsiTET, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NTo. 216. 

Report of lAeiit Col. Michael Magevney^jk^ One hundred and fifty-fourth 
Tennessee Infantry^ Senior Regiment, 

, Camp near Shelbyville, Tenn., 

February 26, 1863. 

Sir : I hereby submit a report of the part which my command took 
in the battle of Murfreesborough on December 30 and 31, 1802, and 
following. 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, [December] 30, 1 was detailed by the 
major-general commanding to support Captain Eobertson’s battery of 
artillery, and late in the afternoon the same became warmly engaged 
with the enemy. I drew up my command in the rear of the battery, 
extending the left wing of the battalion, and a little forward, to take 
advantage of a dip in the ground. The enemy’s guns opened on our 
battery, and also their skirmishers were deployed forward, when the 
left wing of my command became warmly engaged. At this time the 
enemy came out of the woods in force, evidently intent on charging our 
battery. As our gunners were in a great measure disabled by the severe 
fire to which they were subjected, I moved forward the line in front of 
the guns, determined to meet them with a counter-charge, but they fell 
back under cover, and I occupied my former position. A few limbers 
or caissons were blown up, when Captain Eobertson limbered to the 
rear, 1 opening the ranks to allow of his guns passing through, and 
then retired. After dark the command was mov^ed, by orders of Colo- 
nel Vaughan, to our place on the right of the brigade, and early on 
Wednesday morning we were brought into action. The command was 
not again detached from the brigade during the action. 

I take pride in bearing testimony to the gallantry and good conduct 
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of both my officers and men during the battle. Among those conspic- 
uous for bravery on the field, Maj. John W. Dawson merits a position, 
as also Adjt. W. H. Stovall, who took command of Company G after 
Captain [B. B.] Hutcheson was carried off the field wounded, and com- 
manded the company with ability. In fact, it is impossible to discrim- 
inate where all nobly performed their part. 

The regiment went into action 245 aggregate, and our loss was: 


Killed 14 

Wounded 83 

Missing 3 

Total - 100 


I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

M. MAGBVNET, Jn., 

lAeut GoL^ Oomdg. One hundred and fifty-fourth Senior Tenn» 
Lieut. E. B. Eodgers, Aide-de-Gawg. 


1^0. 216. 

Rejgort of Got William S. Young ^ Ninth Texas Infantry. 

January 6, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of my regiment while separated from the brigade in the action of 
December 31, 1862 : 

The regiment advanced in its proper position with the brigade until 
the brigade entered the corn-field in front of the* original line of battle 
occupied by it. Here the regiment, by its position, was immediately on 
the left of the field when the brigade became engaged. There being no 
enemy in my front, I moved forward, by order of Captain Cluskey, to 
the top of the next hill, when the enemy appeared off to my right-oblique 
about 200 yards. I ordered the regiment to fire, upon which they poured 
two volleys into the enemy ; but perceiving that the brigade had ob- 
liqued to the right, and knowing that my ffi’e would be more effective 
by a nearer approach to the enemy, I moved by the right flank until my 
right was near the Twenty-ninth Tennessee: I then moved by the left 
flank and took position behind a tall fence and opened fire on the enemy, 
who was posted about 100 yards immediately in my front, behind a ledge 
of rocks and a fence. Here General Wood^s brigade, which was on my 
left when Captain Cluskey ordered me forward, came up on my left again 
and opened fire ) but seeing that our combined attack had but little effect 
toward dislodging the enemy, I ordered my regiment to cross the fence 
for the purpose of charging the enemy^s position, which they did, but, 
mistaking my intention, advanced 50 paces and again halted and opened 
fire. Here, while endeavoring to get them to hear my command for- 
ward,^^ my horse was shot, as well as that of the lieutenant-colonel, and 
for five minutes the regimentreceived a most murderous fire, which killed 
and woun(ied more than 100 of my men, including nearly all of the 
commissioned officers. 3^ring that we were suffering from a cross-fire, 
I resolved to charge and rout the enemy from his position. Passing 
down the line, I notified each company of my intention, and then, taking 
'the colors, I ordered the regiment to move forward with a shout, both of 
which they did a la Texas. It was at this juncture that Captain Cluskey, 
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who had been with the regiment all the time since it became engaged, 
rode off to the balance of the brigade. Charging with a yell through 
the cedar brake in our front, the enemy fled at our a.pproach. Having 
halted at the position formerly occupied by the enemy, we poured a fire 
into them as they retreated (with great loss) through the open woods 
which make up into the field in which is situated the first Abolition 
hospital we passed; but seeing they were getting out of range, and 
thinking the brigade had advanced on my right, 1 crossed the second 
fence and pursued after the enemy, who were completely thrown into 
confusion in the immediate front of my regiment and Wood’s brigade, 
which had been advancing steadily after my regiment on the left. Here 
I discovered an extended line of battle moving across the open field a 
short distance in advance on my right, and, thinking it was my own bri- 
gade, ordered the men not to fire on them, but as they advanced up the 
slope the sun revealed their blue coats, and we opened on them. They, 
as well as the line (rather m*ass) in our front, continued to retreat until 
they entered a wood about a quarter of a mile beyond the hospital above 
named. We followed them, advancipg as far as the upper edge of the 
woods which make up into the field. Here some half a dozen batteries 
opened on us from almost every point of the -edge of the woods opposite, 
and, seeing that the troops on the right were not advancing, we fell back 
a short distance after Wood’s brigade and reformed. Here I dispatched 
a messenger in search of the brigade, but he failing to find it, I advanced 
with a battalion of sharpshooters, which had attached itself to my left, 
moving to the right-oblique across the open field and past the Abolition 
hospital above named some considerable distance, when a staff officer 
notified me that Cheatham’s division was advancing in my rear, and 
that Maney’s brigade, from whom I was concealed by the buildings of 
the hospital, would fire on me for the enemy’s sharpshooters if they saw 
me. So, requesting him to ride back and notify that brigade, I fell back 
and formed on General Maney’s left, where our own brigade found us 
upon advancing. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of my officers and 
men. My commissioned ofiacers all did their duty bravely, so I will not 
specify any in particular. Lieutenant-Colonel [Miles A.] Dillard was 
conspicuous for the zeal, energy, and bravery he displayed during the 
whole day. My loss has been furnished numerically in another report. 

With much respect, I am, cax^tain, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. YOUNG, 

Colonel^ Commanding Ninth Texas Infantry, 

Oapt. M. W. Clxjskeit, 

A. A. G., Fourth Brig,^ First Dix,^ FoWs Corps, Army of Tenn. 


No. 217. 

Report of Capt. W. L, Scott, Tennessee battery. 

Hdqus. Fodrth BniaADE, First Division, 

Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee, 

January 10, 1863. 

Capt. John Inoram, 

Asst. Adjt. Qen., First Div., FoWs Corps, Army of Tennessee : 
Captain ; Herewith I submit the report of Captain Scott, command- 
ing light battery, attached to my brigade, of the part taken by his com- 



Chap. !X X ?ODL] 


THE stone’s river CAMPAIGN. 


751 


mand in the engagement with the enemy on Friday and Saturday, 2d 
and 3d instant. My brigade remained in line of battle both these days, 
but, with the exception of skirmishing between our pickets and those of 
the enemy, nothing worthy of note occurred. 

On Saturday night my command, in obedience to orders, was retired 
in the direction of Shelby ville. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

PEESTONT SMITH, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

[InclosTire.] 

In Gamp, near Shelbyville, Tenn., 

January 9, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following official report of the 
part my battery took in the late engagement before Mnrfreesborough ; 

My battery was hot engaged until Friday morning, being held in re- 
serve on Wednesday, and there being no engagement with the enemy 
on Thursday. Early on Friday morning I was placed in position on the 
right of the Nashville turnpike, in an open field nearly opposite the large 
burnt house, but somewhat farther to the front. This field lies between 
the railroad and the turnpike, at the extremity of which (about 400 yards 
distant), on a slight ridge, is a skirt of woods, at that time occupied by our 
skirmishers. Eobertson^s battery was in position immediately in front of 
the burnt house, on my left;. Soon after I took position here, the enemy 
advanced in line of battle. Eobertson’s battery first engaged them, and 
I immediately thereafter opened fire upon them, and in a short time we 
succeeded in driving them back to their original position. Two batteries 
of the enemy to my front and one to my left poured a heavy fire upon 
me, getting my range with great accuracy. I responded to their fire, and 
in this engagement lost 1 man instantly killed — Sergt. A. L. Town- 
send, a brave soldier and good officer. I could not see the effect of my 
shot upon the enemy^s batteries, as they were concealed from view by the 
field immediately in front of me, but have since learned from our skir- 
mishers, in the cedar glade on my left, that I drove one battery from its 
position, disabling one piece, which had to be left on the field. As the 
other batteVies of the enemy were beyond my range, I was ordered to dis- 
continue firing, which I did. Later in the day the enemy^s skirmishers 
drove ours from the woods on the hill, when I shelled them out of this 
position, and it was occupied by our skirmishers. 

About 4 o’clock in the evening I was ordered to open fire upon the 
enemy’s lines from my position (which was entirely beyond my range), 
and after firing a few rounds to discontinue the firing, which I did. 
This caused the enemy to open fire upon me again with their batteries, 
in which I lost 1 man wounded in the head by a fragment of a shell — 
Washington McEea. I was then ordered to bring my battery behind 
the intrenchments. 

Friday night, the enemy having again driven our skirmishers from 
the woods before mentioned, I was ordered during the night to take 
position at the same place and shell them out at daylight, which I did. 
In taking position here I lost 1 man (Pat. Jordan) wounded by can- 
non wheel breaking his leg. I shelled the enemy out of the woods, 
and it was occupied by our skirmishers, who took several prisoners in 
this skirt of woods. I was under fire of the enemy’s batteries at long 
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range late in the evening, being beyond my range. I withdrew iny 
battery from its position, and ascertained orders had already been sent 
for me to retire, which I had not received. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

W. L. SGOTT, 

Gaj^tain^ Commanding Light Battery, 

Brig. Gen. Pkeston Smith, 

Oomdg, Fourth Brigade^ Cheatham^ s Division^ PoWs Corps, 


Xo. 218. 

Report of Lieut W. M. PoXk^ ScoWs Tennessee battery. 

January 20, 1863. 

In accordance with orders received, I make the following report of the 
part taken by Scott’s battery in. the battle of Stone’s Eiver, and of the 
effect and efficiency of the different kinds of projectiles used : 

The battery crossed Stone’s Eiver Monday morning and took a posi- 
tion on the river, near the Triune road and in rear of our brigade. We 
remained with the brigade until Wednesday morning, not having done 
any firing up to that time. We were separated from the brigade on that 
morning, Captain Scott being ordered to hold the battery in reserve on 
the Triune road. 

The battery remained on the Triune road until Thursday morning, 
when we received an order to take position at the breastworks between 
the Wilkinson and Ifashville pikes, where we remained until Friday 
morning, not having fired a shot up to that time. The battery was then 
ordered to take a position about 400 or 600 yards in front of the breast- 
works between the railroad and Kashville pike, Captains Stanford’s and 
Carnes’ and Lieutenant Turner’s batteries being on our right beyond 
the railroad, and Captain Eobertson’s battery being on our left beyond 
the pike. After being in that position about :^teen minutes, the enemy’s 
infantry commenced an advance, when we opened on them with spheri- 
cal case and shell at three seconds time. The enemy, after a little, fell 
back, upon which we increased our range and time, and continued the 
firing until they were beyond our range. Two of the enemy’s batteries 
were advancing with their line of infantry, both of which returned our 
fire, but both ceased firing when their line of infantry retired. One of 
the batteries fell back with the line, the other remained in its position, 
having, as we afterward learned from our skirmishers, one of its pieces 
disabled. It, however, fell back after we ceased firing. As soon as the 
enemy’s line commenced falling back, they opened fire on us with two 
rifle batteries, which were beyond our range. Having received an order 
to cease firing, we did so, and fell back about 50 yards, under cover of 
a little rise in the ground. The batteries of the enemy ceased firing 
soon after we did. In this Engagement we lost 1 man killed. About 
2 o’clock we shelled the* enemy’s skirmishers out of a skirt of timber 
about 260 yards in our front^ from which they had driven our skir- 
mishers. Their batteries replied, but did us no harm. That evening 
we fired a few spherical case at the enemy’s line, all of which burst 
short, they being beyond our range. We then retired to the breast- 
works for the night. 

The next morning we took the position we had occupied the day pre- 
vious, and shelled the enemy’s skirmishers out of the skirt of woods I 
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mentioned before. The enemy’s batteries did not reply. From that 
time until late that evening we occupied the position quietly. 

About 4 o’clock Saturday evening the enemy opened a well-directed 
fire upon us with three batteries, all of which were beyond our range. 
The battery fell back inside of our intrenchments, and Captain Scott 
reported to General Cheatham, when he ordered him to bring the bat- 
tery to his headquarters, where we remained until 2 o’clock that night, 
when Captain Scott was ordered to cross the river and join the rest of 
the division, which was on its way to this point. 

During the various engagements of the battery we used the pendulum 
hausses with tolerable satisfaction. The most of our shrapnel and shell 
did very well. Our friction-primers also did very well. My experience 
in regard to the table of ranges used by ns, which is the one found in the 
instruction for field artillery, is that it does not answer as well as it 
should, from the fact that the powder for which it was prepared is so 
much superior to ours. 

During the various engagements of the battery we had 1 man killed, 
1. slightly wounded, and 1 man’s leg broken by being run over by one of 
the guns, No horses were lost and the carriages were not damaged. We 
fired between 200 and 250 rounds, principally spherical case. Killed, 
Sergt. A. L. Townsend; wounded, W. McRea; missing, none. 

Eespectfuliy submitted. 

W. M. POLK, 

First Lieutenant^ Commanding Seotfs Battery, 

Maj. M. Smith. 


No. 219. 

Report of Maj. Gen. Jones M. Withers, C. 8. Army, commanding Second 

Division. 

Hdqrs. Withers’ Div., Polk’s Corps, Army op Tenn., 

Shelhyville, Tenn., May 20, 1863. 

Major : This division took position in line of battle in front of Mur- 
freesborough and Stone’s Eiver on the morning of Decehaber 28, 1862, 
as directed in Memoranda for general and staff officers,” issued from 
headquarters of the army. The brigade of Brig. Gen, James E. Chal- 
mers was placed, with its right resting on Stone’s Eiver and extending 
in a direction west of south, nearly across the open field toward the 
Wilkinson pike ; WalthaL’s brigade, in command of Brig. Gen. [J.] 
Patton Anderson (by whose name it will be designated in this report), 
was placed next; and Anderson’s brigade, under Col. A, M. Manigault, 
of the Tenth South Carolina Eegiment, was placed next, and on the left 
of the line then formed. That night Deas’ brigade, under Col. J. Q. 
Loomis, of the Twenty-fifth Alabama Eegiment, arrived from outpost 
and was placed on Manigault’s left, extending the line to the Franklin 
or Triune road. This was the front center division of the line of battle, 
the division of Major-General Breckinridge being on the right, its left 
flank resting on the east bank of the river and to the rear of Chalmers’ 
right, and the division of Major-General McCown being on the west side 
of the Franklin road, with its right some distance in advance of Loomis’ 
left. The general direction of the line from right to left of the division, 
the initial point being on the river, was west of south, crossing the 
Nashville rail and pike roads about 1,000 yards from their crossing of 
the river and near their intersection; thence across the Wilkinson pike, 
48 R R— VOL XX, PT I 
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and theuce to the Franklin road, on wliicli was placed Eobertson^s bat- 
tery. The open fields extending along their fronts and the character of 
the ground rendered it proper to throw Anderson^s left to the front of 
the general direction, Manigault’s left to be retired, and again Loomis’ 
left to be advanced, the greatest angle being formed by Anderson and 
Manigault, and which would require that Manigault’s left should de- 
scribe an arc of near GO^ to bring his front on a line with that of An- 
derson’s. 

On the evening of the 29th, skirmishing commenced between Chal- 
mers’ admirable battalion of sharpshooters and the enemy, which grad- 
ually extended to Anderson’s right. About the same time there was a 
dash made by a portion of the enemy’s cavalry on Manigault’s skir- 
mishers, which was creditably punished by Companies A and C, of the 
Tenth South Carolina Eegiment. The supporting division, under Major- 
General Cheatham, now occupied its position from 500 to 800 yards in 
rear, and near the crest of the river ridge. The character of the country 
rendering it impossible for the division commanders to give that imme- 
diate, personal supervision which would insure the supports being thrown 
forward when necessary and with the least delay, it w^as agreed that 
Major-General Cheatham should take position on the left and the imme- 
diate control of the brigades of Manigault and Loomis, giving to me the 
direction of his two right brigades, Bonelson and Stewart. 

Early on the morning of the 30th, firing commenced between the skir- 
mishers on the right, and gradually extended throughout the line to the 
Franklin road. The artillery of the enemy also opened, and the firing 
was kept up with more or less rapidity through the day. The cannon- 
ading was mostly directed against Chalmers’ brigade and Anderson’s 
right, which occupied the exposed position across the field from the 
Wilkinson pike to the river. Aimut 2.30 p. m. the enemy made a dash 
to capture Eobertson’s battery, on our extreme left, which was hand- 
somely repulsed and severely punished by a well-directed and rapid fire 
from the battery and from the Twenty-sixth and Tbirty-ninth Alabama 
Eegiments. The attempt, with less vigor, was repeated late in the 
evening with similar result, the Twenty-fifth Alabama baving been 
thrown forward to the support of the other two regiments. The enemy’s 
line of battle '^as now established in our front. His left rested on the 
river bluff, some 1,000 yards from Chalmers’ right, in a skirt of woods ; 
thence through the EoundForest, or Mississippian’s half acre” ; thence 
through the south end of the cedar brake, and along the ridges and 
woodland to the cedar pedregal on the Franklin road, and about 300 
yards from Loomis’ front. From this point his line seemed to be re- 
tired, making quite an obtuse angle with that running back to the river. 

The commanding general’s order, directing an assault to be made by 
our left on the right of the enemy the next morning as earJy as it was 
^^ight enough to see,” was received at 9 o’clock at night. Chalmers’ 
brigade was to remain stationary, and constitute the pivot on which the 
movement was to be made ; my left to swing around and correspond 
with the movement of General McCown’s division,” on my left. 

Early on the morning of the 31st, skirmishing commenced on the ex- 
treme left, and was followed by artillery, and then the full volleys of the 
line, anuouncing that the stern work of the day had commenced. 

About 7 o’clock Loomis’ brigade moved forward, and was immediately 
and hotly engaged. Steadily advancing, it drove back the first line of 
the enemy, but having no commanding officer (Colonel Loomis subse- 
quently reporting himself as having been disabled), and the enemy being 
re-enforced by the second line, the brigade was driven back in some 
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confusion. The reserve, being promptly ordered forward by Major- Gen- 
eral Cheatham, made a gallant charge, but was also repulsed. Colonel 
Coltart, of the Twenty-sixth Alabama Eegiment, having assumed com- 
mand of Loomis’ brigade, with the assistance of Captains [B, E,] Huger, 
[J. E. B.] Burtwell, and [E. B. B.] Eiley, of my staff, ordered to the left 
for the purpose, quickly rallied and reformed the line. The two brigades, 
under Colonels Vaughan and Coltart, being now formed in line, were 
moved forward under the immediate direction of Major-General Oheat- 
liam, and, after a desperate conflict, dislodged the enemy from their 
strong position, and drove them for more th^an a mile and beyond the 
Wilkinson pike. Moving forward to the cedar brake, between the Wil- 
kinson and INashville pikes, and finding other troops pressing after the 
enemy in his front, Colonel Coltart, by direction of General Cheatham, 
moved his command to the right, and, coming into the front line on the 
east edge and extreme right of the cedar brake, had a sharp engagement 
with the enemy, occupying a ridge across a narrow cotton-field, and 
strongly supported by artillery, Manigault’s brigade moved promptly 
at the proi)er moment, and his left swinging round, drove the enemy 
from the wooded ridge back on his second line. In the wheel through 
the open field? and before his command had completed the angle neces- 
sary to bring it on a line with Anderson’s, a heavy fire from two batteries 
and a column of infantry was opened on him from his right, which, en- 
filading bis line, checked and finally forced him back to his former posi- 
tion. Col. A. J. Lythgoe, of the Nineteenth South Carolina Eegiment, 
was killed in this charge while gallantly leading his command. He 
dies well who dies nobly. Manigault, quickly rallying his command, • 
again moved forward, successfully driving the enemy, and with every 
prospect of being able to hold his position, when the repulse of the 
troops on his left, leaving both flanks exposed, rendered it necessary 
for him again to fall back. The position of the forces and character of 
the ground and movement, however, rendered it impossible altogether 
to avoid a cross or enfilading fire. The repulse at any point only in- 
creased the liability. The supporting brigade, under Brigadier-General 
Maney, was now moved forward, and, taking position on Manigault’s 
left, both brigades moved forward, meeting comparatively ^ith but little 
opposition. As Manigault swung round to a line with Anderson, this 
brigade was put in motion, and soon Manigault’s right was engaged in 
an attack on a battery, with strung supports of infantry. The assault 
seemed successful, but before the capture was made, a brigade of the 
enemy moved up from below the hill, forcing hack the regiments en- 
gagedj but was in turn driven back by Anderson’s left, which was 
sweeping round. This concluded the engagements of Manigault for the 
day. His command had been subjected to a most trying ordeal, and 
had suffered heavily. The calm determination and persistent energy 
and gallantry which rendered Colonel Manigault proof against discour- 
agements had a marked influence on and was admirably responded to 
by his command. 

Anderson’s left, being now moved forward immediately after the right 
of Manigault, was quickly engaged with the strong force in front. No 
brigade occupied a more critical position, nor were the movements of any 
invested with more important consequences. Opposite there were three 
batteries strongly supported by infantry. The capture of the batteries 
and rout of the supports was a necessity. Anderson was, therefore, 
directed to take the batteries at every cost. Stewart’s brigade had been 
moved up into the woods within close supporting distance. In rapid 
succession Anderson threw forward his regiments from left to right, and 
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terrific was the fire to which they were subjected. Time md again 
checked, and almost recoiling before the tremendous fire, the regiments 
were as often rallied by their gallant and determined officers, and the 
brigade advanced by its cool, steadfast, and skillful commander. His 
right temporarily falling back in some confusion, caused by the fall of 
the gallant commanders of the two right regiments (Lieut. Col. James L. 
Autry, commanding Twenty-seventh Mississippi, killed, and Col. W. P. 
Brantly, of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi, stricken down by the con- 
cussion from a shell exploding near him), Brigadier-General Stewart was 
ordered forward to the support. In splendid order, and with a cheer, 
this fine brigade moved forward under its gallant and accomplished 
commander. Anderson’s right, quickly rallying and pressing forward 
vigorously, attacked and drove back the enemy. This completed the 
rout of his first line and the capture of the batteries. Our loss, however, 
was very heavy, the Thirtieth Mississippi alone having within the limits 
of an acre 62 officers and men killed and 139 wounded. 

Stewart, having moved his brigade to the left down the Wilkinson pike, 
now pressed forward on Anderson’s left and hotly engaged the enemy. • 
The determined advance and steady fire of our forces was more than the 
enemy could withstand. The entire force gave way, and? in wild con- 
fusion rushed through the cedar brake in rear, being pursued to the 
northeast edge of the brake, and subjected to an irregular but quite 
effective fire. Within the northeast edge of this cedar brake, nearly par- 
allel with the hiashville pike road and at right angles to the original line 
of battle, our troops were halted. They required rest and ammunition. 

At 11 a. m. Brigadier-General Chalmers received an order direct from 
the lieutenant-general commanding to move forward and attack the 
enemy posted in his front. Quickly advancing to the Cowan, or burnt, 
house, he was there met by a destructive fire, and soon after, while act- 
ively engaged in the discharge of his duties, was stricken down by a frag- 
ment of a shell and borne senseless from the field. The quick perception, 
prompt decision, and fearless energy of this gallant officer being lost to 
his command, and his staff* failing to report promptly to the officer next 
in rank, this veteran brigade became disorganized, the regiments attach- 
ing themselves to and serving with other commands until night, when 
they were brought together and placed in their original position under 
Colonel [T. W.] White, of the Ninth Mississippi Eegiment. The brigade 
of Chalmers being driven back, the support under Brigadier-General 
Bonelson was ordered to the attack by the lieutenant-general command- 
ing, and moving rapidly forward was warmly engaged, but was repulsed, 
and, gradually swinging to the left, passed into the cedar brake. 

On the morning of January 1, Anderson’s brigade was moved to the 
position originally occupied by Donelson, and in reai;of Chalmers. At 
daylight on the morning of January 1, Chalmers’ sharpshooters were 
ordered forward, to ascertain the position of the enemy. Moving for- 
ward, and into the Bound Forest, they drove out the skirmishers of the 
enemy, whose forces had been withdrawn during the night, and could 
then be seen in a northeast direction. Quiet prevailed until late in the 
evening, when the enemy sent forward a force and retook the Bound 
Forest, driving back our skirmishers into the skirt of woods above and 
on the river. 

Before daylight on the morning of the 2d, the batteries of Stanford, 
Carnes, and Smith had been moved up and placed in the north and 
outer edge of this river skirt of woods by Oapt. J. E. B. Burtwell, divis- 
ion chief of artillery, and Scott’s battery advanced up the Nashville pike 
to a line within but some 300 yards south of the others. In support, . 
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Chalmers’ brigade, under Colonel White, had been moved up and occu- 
pied the crest of the ridge in rear, and the skirmishers thrown forward 
extended to the railroad on the left. 

At dawn the skirmishers advanced and drove out the enemy from the 
Bound Forest, but in turn were forced to retreat before superior numbers. 
The enemy advancing, opened fire on the artillery, which, promptly re- 
sponding, soon shelled them into a precipitate retreat, when, with an 
increased force, we again occupied the Bound Forest. Anderson’s bri- 
gade had been advanced to and now occupied the former position of 
Chaim ers. The brigades of Manigault and Ooltart occupied the southern 
extremity of the cedar brake, and the right of the column facing the Nash- 
ville pike. 

Shortly after 3 p. m. the batteries on the hill, as previously instructed, 
opened a brisk fire on the enemy, whose line extended toward the river 
and beyond, or into the extreme edge of a skirt of woods, the nearest 
point of which was some 300 yards from that in Vrhich our batteries were. 
The firing was continued as long as it could be with safety to the column 
of General Breckinridge, advancing on the east side of the river. The 
left of this column passing across the river into the woods, in or behind 
which rested the left of the enemy’s force, was immediately attacked by 
it and driven up the river toward the position of Chalmers’ brigade. 
Colonel [T. W.] White immediately threw out supports, with instructions 
to drive back the enemy. This was followed by a general advance of 
the enemy along his entire front, and his being driven out of the Bound 
Forest back into the woods on the river. Night closing in, the fighting 
ceased for the day. 

Late in the evening, Anderson’s brigade, under orders from the com- 
manding general, was moved rapidly across the river to the support 
of General Breckinridge, and did not rejoin the division until the morn- 
ing of the 4th. That night Manigault was moved to the position va- 
cated by Anderson, and Coltart was moved up to White’s support, and 
their commands placed in proper positions for operations the next 
morning. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 3d, the artillery shelled the Bound 
Forest, which was immediately thereafter charged into by the infantry, 
and the enemy driven out with considerable loss. Brisk skirmishing 
was kept up through the day, chiefly with Coltart’s command, which 
occupied the Bound Forest. 

Late in the evening, after subjecting the Bound Forest and woods to a ter- 
rific cannonading, the enemy advanced in force, and, engaging our troops, 
succeeded in breaking a part of our line, when the timely arrival of the 
reserves enabled the line again to advance, and, after a very sharp and 
well-contested engagement, to repulse the enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Farrar, of the First Louisiana (Begulars), was mortally wounded in the 
engagement. He was a bold and gallant officer, and had arrived on the 
field only in time to assume command of his regiment in this last engage- 
ment. Their infantry being driven back, the enemy renewed the can- 
nonading, continuing it some time after dark. Colonels White and Col- 
tart proved themselves deserving of commendation by the admirable 
conduct of their commands throughout the harassing period nf their 
occupancy of this important and almost isolated position. 

The troops were withdrawn on the morning of the 4th without contest' 
or pursuit. For seven days they had cheerfiilly endured fatigue, expo- 
sure, and hardships sufficient to cause despondency in any breast not 
actuated by the same steadfast determination to dare all and suffcer all 
in defense of the right. In temporary repulses and the most trying 
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positions, tbe total absence of everything like panic, and the cool self- 
XDoesession and alacrity with which they rallied, rcforined, and moved 
forward against tjie enemy, was as truly remarkable as it was most hon- 
orable. 

The timely i)rex)aratious made under direction of Surgeon [Carlislej 
Terry for the care of the wounded seem to have been as judicious and 
amx)le as was practicable, and the infirmary corps for the division dis- 
charged its duties fearlessly and well. 

To Oapts. D. E. Huger, assistant T-^nrral ; J. E. B. Burtwell, 

chief of artillery, and E. B. D. Eiley, » ^ ^ ■ pi‘ • rii* jiice, I am indebted for 
valuable and indispensable services. In extending orders, seeing to their 
execution, and in rallying and cheering on the troops, they were energetic 
and untiring, displaying gallantry and cax)acity. Maj. B. M. Thomas, 
adjutant and inspector general, reported on the field from sick leave on 
the morning of the 2d, and immediately entered on the discharge of his 
duties with intelligence and efficiency. Lieut. E. W. Withers, aide-de- 
camp, Asst. Surg. J. Paul Jones, and Lieut. Charles L. Huger, First 
Louisiana (Eegulars), were, through the entire engagement, actively, zeal- 
ously, and most creditably engaged in the discharge of the various duties 
assigned them. Maj. W. H. Eoss, acting commissary of subsistence, and 
Maj. E. Q. Pinckney, quartermaster, did good service iu their respect- 
ive departments. Captain [T. M.] Lenoir and Lieutenant fH. E.] Gor- 
don, commanding escort, gave valuable assistance iu the collecting and 
sending off captured property, in driving forward stragglers from and 
laggards in the fight, and in staff duties, which they were several times 
called upon to perform. Private M. G. Hudson, of the Twenty-fourth 
Alabama Eegiment, long engaged in the assistant adjutant-general’s 
office, and well and favorably known within the command, rendered 
services on the field evidencing his fitness and capacity for a more re- 
sponsible position. 

The total strength of the division was 7,774; the total loss by casual- 
ties, 2,510. Brigade and regimental reports and detailed statement of 
casualties have heretofore been forwarded. 

Very resnectfully, yours, &c., 

J. M. WITHERS, 

3Iajor-Ge7icraL 

Maj. Thomas M. Jack, 

Asst A^jt Gen,^ FoWs CoyySj Army of Tennessee, 


Ho. 220. 

Seports of Capt. Felix R, Eohertson^ Florida battery* JDeas^ brigade. 

Shelbyville, Tenn., January 12, 1SG3. 

SiB: By direction of Lieutenant-General Polk, I reported to General 
Breckinridge on Friday evening, January 2, with Eobertson’s battery 
of six Hapoleon guns, and Semple’s battery of four Hapoleou guns; in 
all, ten guns. My command was formed in rear of the line of the iu- 
fanlry, and finally behind the artillery of the division which was imme- 
diately behind the second line. Leaving my caissons, I adv^aiiced to 
the edge of the opening through which the infantry had charged. The 
highest point of the bill to tbe left was selected to bo the site of Eobert- 
son’s hat tery; Semple’s was to take the right. So soon as the ground 

* Robertson^s battery claiaied both by Alabama and Florida. Finally credited to 
Florida. 
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uas cleared upon ^vliicli Semple’s battery was to stand, it was at once 
pushed to its place. The infantry not being able to clear the crest of the 
hill, and the fire being very heavy on our right, I decided to alter the 
plan and send my battery to the right, but our line being cramped by 
unfavorable ground to the right, I only ordered a section np to fill a gap 
in our line of artillery. By the repulse becoming general, I determined 
to stop the remainder of my own battery in the field to check the ene- 
my’s advance. The artillery of my command was brought off with the 
loss of one piece of Semple’s battery. This only occurred after the 
infantry supports had given way entirely. 

The fighting of this battery (Semple’s) was entirely creditable. The 
confusion was such that it Avas not to be wondered at that three pieces 
were left on the field, but that more were not lost. The artillery as it 
entered the woods was placed, and by a rapid fire checked the enemj^’s 
advance. The batteries under my command were subjected to a hot 
infantry fire and the w'orst cross-fire I ever saw. 

The loss of the two batteries I cannot know, as I have not seen Lieu- 
tenant [E. J.] Fitzpatrick, commanding two sections of Semjjie’s battery. 
My own lost 6 horses and 6 ipen. 

After dark the guns fell back, and Major [E. E.] Graves having been 
severely wounded, 1, at the request of General Breckinridge, placed the 
artillery upon the new 4ine. 

But for the artillery fire the enemy would surely have carried the 
position entirely, as our infantry was scattered. 

The men of the artillery generally behaved spendidly, but individual 
exceptions were many to this rule, and I found it necessary to draw my 
revolver in order to make the drivers halt long enough to fix the piece 
to be limbered up and brought off’. 

Very respectfully, 

FELIX H. EOBEETSOX, 

Gapain^ &o. 

Assistant Adjutant-Geneeal, Beeckineidge’s Div. 


SnELBYVTLLE, Tenn., Felmary 18, 1863. 

Captain: On the morning of January 2, 1 was ordered to accompany 
Colonel Brent, assistant adjutant-general, and endeavor to find a position 
from which the enemy’s line might be enfiladed with artillery. Such a 
l^osition having been found, a report of the fact was made to the general 
at once. The enemy’s skirmishers being in possession of the point se- 
lected, it was determined to attack and carry it. I received orders from 
General Bragg to take Eobertson’s battery (sixXapoleons), two sections 
Semple’s batlery (four Napoleons), two rifles and two 12-pounder how- 
itzers belonging to Breckinridge’s division, and to occupy and hold to 
the utmost extremity the desired position after the enemy had been dis- 
lodged by the infantry. The necessary preparations for the artillery 
were made at once. The batteries arrived on the ground and were soon 
in position. 

Having to await the arrival of a still'absent brigade, I took an oppor- 
tunity to consult General Breckinridge. I found his ideas of the attack 
and my own differed materially. He supposed it was to be made by a^ 
combination of both arms, while I was positive the general’s orders were 
that infantry alone' should take the hill. General Breckinridge then 
desired me to form my batteries in the space between his two lines of 
infantry and advance. This I declined to do, stating as a reason the 
danger both of confusion and loss from such an arrangement. He then 
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desired me to form and advance behind his second line of infantry. I 
then repeated the general’s orders to me, viz, to wait until the infantry 
had crowned the crest, and then to rush up and occupy it. Knowing 
the disposition of all commanders to use artillery, I spoke to General 
Breckinridge and earnestly protested against crowding a field so con- 
tracted as the one in which we were to operate with small guns, stating 
that, in case of a repulse, we would inevitably lose some if they were car- 
ried on the field. General Breckinridge, thinking differently, however, 
formed his batteries and advanced them simultaneously with his infantry 
and immediately behind it. Colonel Brent, assistant adjutant-general, 
was present on this occasion and heard the conversation. 

After the first reconnaissance, and before the final arrangements for 
attack, two pieces (of Breckinridge’s division) had been moved and had 
opened fire on the enemy’s skirmishers. It called the enemy’s attention 
to theverypoint we desiredto attack, and probably to ‘this development 
is due the fact that we found the enemy’s batteries had been located so 
as to cover completely all the ground over which we would be compelled 
to pass, and which operated to such an alarming extent on our lines. 
One of these batteries, I think, was located near Hoover’s house ; the 
other was located in rear of the Bound Forest, to the right of the rail- 
road, in front of Chalmers’ position. I know they must have been across 
Stone’s Eiver, for I could notice the shells falling, and all had consid- 
erable elevation. 

All being prepared, the movement began in the following order : In- 
fantry in two lines, interval 200 yards 5 the batteries of General B[reck- 
inridge’s] division formed immediately in rear of the second line ; my 
batteries in rear of all, caisson left at a distance in rear. I followed up 
the advance with my command untill gained the open field, across which 
we were, to advance 5 here I halted. The plan for the artillery was as 
follows : Two 12-pounder howitzers to rake the slopes from the highest 
point of the hill to the water’s edge, firing down the river the heaviest 
battery ; six Napoleons to occupy the highest point; the other battery, 
four Napoleons, to occupy a station on the ridge running out from the 
river to the right from the hiU top. The two 12-pounder howitzers began 
early ; the ground for the four Napoleons was soon uncovered and occu- 
pied by Lieutenant Fitzpatrick, commanding. Before this, however, the 
enemy’s fire had brought the artillery of General B[reckmridge’s] division 
to a halt ; had overturned two pieces ; the others had begun firing ob- 
liquely to the right, but for a time I thought they were firing into their 
own men. I waited some time for the infantry to clear the crest, so 
that I could order Eobertson’s battery up to its place, but saw unmistak- 
able evidences of a retrograde movement, and seeing Colonel [G. St. 
Leger] Grenfell at this moment, I sent word to General Bragg that; I was 
satisfied the infantry would be unable to hold their position, and changed 
my plan, so as to bring the guns of Eobertson’s battery to bear on the 
enemy. I ordered it up to take position beside Semple’s. It had nearly 
arrived at the new position when the infantry gave back. I at once 
ordered the commander. Lieutenant [S. J.] Benton, to take his battery 
to the rear and establish it in the line of timber, to protect the infantry 
until it could be reformed ; the other batteries were ordered to move 
off", not, however, until all the infantry support- had disappeared. At 
this point occurred our loss in guns. Two pieces of Wright’s battery 
were lost, and one fine piece belonging to Semple’s battery. The bat- 
teries, having kept up the fight some time after the infantry had aban- 
doned the field, drew to themselves a very heavy fire ; they were, there- 
fore, much reduced in men. 
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In tliis communication I desire to call the attention of the general 
commanding to the good behavior of Captain Semple’s company under 
fire, and more particularly would I direct his attention to Lieutenant 
Fitzpatrick, commanding the two sections. This gallant officer brought 
off one piece that would otherwise have been left, and would have saved 
the other had the wheel driver not been shot at the critical moment of 
limbering up. Lieutenant [J.] Pollard, of this company, behaved with 
great gallantry, and was severely wounded. 

As fast as the pieces came back to the new line they were placed ; but 
the majority, having no ammunition, were ordered back to their caissons 
to refill their boxes. So soon as our guns were unmasked, fire was opened 
on the enemy’s line and continued until dark, with a very heavy fire of 
skirmishers upon the artillery. This line had been established, sup- 
posing it would be good to rally the broken division, but the hope proved 
utterly fallacious. Except about 150 fugitives collected in a ravine to 
my right, I saw no body of troops, and fearing an advance of the enemy, 
under cover of the darkness I moved to the rear again and established 
a new line along another skirt of timber. Here I found some few troops 
of General Breckinridge’s division, but many of them had returned to 
their old places, as I knew from the sound of the cheering and speaking 
'in the rear. Being unable to find General Breckinridge for some time, 
I proceeded to regulate the artillery according to my own ideas. After 
a time I met the general ; told him what I had done, and he directed 
me to continue so to act and report to him after I had finished. The 
contagion of flight had spread to the artillery, and it was with great 
difficulty that several pieces of artillery were brought away, owing to 
the drivers being frightened. In more than one instance I found it nec- 
essary to cock my revolver and level it in order to bring men to a 
realizing sense of their duty. I am clearly of the opinion that if there 
had been no artillery on that field the enemy would have gone into 
Murfreesborough easily that evening. There was no organization that 
I could see or hear of until after the enemy had been checked, save in 
the artillery. I have never seen troops so completely broken in my 
military experience. I tried myself, and saw many others try, to rally 
them ; but they seemed actuated only by a desire for safety and beyond 
the reach of other sentiments. I saw the colors of many regiments 
pass, and though repeated calls were made for men of the different reg- 
iments, no attention was paid to them. 

I take this opportunity to mention the courage of some man whom I 
do not know. He carried a stand of colors, and halted frequently, faced 
the enemy, and called the Sixth Kentucky Eegimentj and although 
he did not receive much attention, he lingered as long as there was any 
infantry on the field, and then jjassed to the rear, calling out, “ Here’s 
your Sixth Kentucky.” 

I have the honor to be, very respectfullv, &c., 

FELIX H. EOBEETSOJSr, 

Captain^ <&o. 

Oapt. K. Faxooneb, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Supplemental.] 

, 1863. 

Captain: Ihavetlie honor to submit the following supplementary- 
report of the action of iny battery during the battles near Murfrees- 
borough : 

The fuses generally operated to my satisfaction. Occasional excep- 
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tioDS to tliis general rule arose from a faulty manner of driving tlie paper 
well into the wood. The Bormann fuses worked to my satisfaction. 
There were no sights used with my guns ; the eifects of each shot 
served to determine the direction of the next. My aim always low, the 
effect of my shots good. 1 had an opportunity to examine some prac- 
tice made at our cavalry by mistake, and again on the evening of 
December 30, during a little affair with the enemy ; everything was 
satisfactory. I have no means of determining accurately the number 
of rounds fired from my battery, as my boxes were frequently replen- 
ished, though I think I would be within bounds in saying 70 rounds to 
the gun. 

My loss in materiel was 1 caisson ; the number of horses killed and 
disabled, 15. My loss in men was severe; 31 men in my company bear 
the marks of the enemy’s missiles upon their persons. Of this number, 
however, 17 only were unfitted for duty; the remainder continued at 
their imsts. One of the 17 is missing, and supposed dead ; seen to fall 
while advancing to position on the evening of January 2. ]J7one killed 
on the field, though 5 are thought to be mortally wounded. 

Yery respectfully, 

EELIX H. EOBEETSOX, 
Captain^ Commanding Battery, 

Capt. J. E. [B.] Bdrtwell, 

Chief of Artillery^ Withers'^ Division. 


Xo. 221. 

Report of Brig. Gen. J. Patton Aiiderson^ C. 8. Army^ commanding Wal- 

iJialVs brigade. 

Hdqrs. Walthall’s Brig-ade, Withers’ Division, 

Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee, 
Shelby ville^ Tenn.^ January 26, 1863. 

Major : On the evening of December 27, 1 received an order from 
corps headquarters to turn over the command of the brigade recently 
assigned to me to Colonel Manigault, my next in rank, and to assume 
command of Walthall’s brigade, that officer being absent on sick leave. 
The several brigades of Withers’ division had been previously ordered 
to have three days’ cooked rations in their haversacks, and to hold 
themselves in readiness for action at a moment’s notice. 

About midnight of the 27th and 2Sth, orders were received to move 
out at an early hour on the morning of the 28th, so as to have a line of 
battle formed by 9 a. m. At daylight, however, corps, division, and 
brigade commanders were to assemble at a point designated on the 
Xashville pike, for the purpose of recon noitering the ground on which 
the line was to be formed. On assembling at the rendezvous, the fog 
proved to be so thick as to iirevent, in a great measure, a thoroughly 
satisfactory reconnaissance. The line, however, was determined upon, 
and the major-general commanding the division designated the positions 
of the several brigades. They were immediately marched out from their 
encampments, and drawn up in line of battle at right angles with the 
Xashville pike, and about 1,000 yards in front of the point where the 
pike crosses Stone’s Eiver, Brigadier-General Chalmers? right resting 
upon the pike very near the point where the railroad intersects it, and 
his left reaching up a slope in an open field, and resting about the crest 
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of the hill, with an interval on the top of the hill of about 80 yards be- 
tween General Chalmers’ left and my right. My line was a prolongation 
of his, stretching some 300 yards into a dense cedar Ibrest. Colonel 
Manigault was on my left 5 his line was deflected to the rear at an angle 
of about 450 . My command was posted from right to left as follows : 
Barret’s battery (:four guns) on the crest of the hill, in open field 3 the 
Twenty-seventh Mississippi, Col. T. M. Jones commanding; Twenty- 
ninth Mississippi, Colonel [W. P.] Brantly ; Thirtieth Mississippi, Lieut. 
Col. Junius I. Scales; Twenty -fourth Mississippi, Lieutenant Colonel 
[E. P.] McKelvaine, and the Forty-fifth Alabama, Col. James [G.] Gil- 
christ. The troops remained under arms during the afternoon and night 
of the 28th. 

On the 29th, rifle-pits were constructed along the line of the Twenty- 
seventh Mississippi, which was in the open field. Captain [Overton W.] 
Barret also threw up slight earthworks to iirotect his cannoneers and 
horses against the enemy’s sharpshooters. The other regiments, all of 
which were in the cedar forest, erected temporary breastworks of stone, 
great quantities of which covered the ground about them. A line of 
skirmishers had already been thrown out from 200 to 300 yards in front, 
connecting on the right with those of General Chalmers, and on the left 
with Colonel Manigault’s. Some skirmishing took place during the day, 
and a few casualties were the result. 

On the 30th, the skirmishers were more hotly engaged, killed and 
wounded on this day amounting to 35. At 9 p. m. the order for attack 
the pext morning was received. Eegimental commanders were imme- 
diately assembled, and the order communicated to them. 

On the morning of the 31st, soon after daylight, a few shots on our 
extreme left, quickly followed by the thick roll of musketry and then 
by booming artillery, announced that the action had commenced. In 
pursuing the instructions contained in the order, it was necessary that 
the extreme left of our line should advance some distance, swinging 
around upon the right, before my command should move beyond the 
breastworks. The direction of Colonel Manigault’s line on my left, as 
heretofore exiilained, made it necessary for his left to describe an arc 
equal to the eighth of a circle, the length of his line being the radius, 
before reaching the iioint where it would be on a prolongation of my 
line. The enemy’s right was being steadily driven back. 

About 9 a. m. Colonel Manigault came to me and informed me that 
he intended to charge a battery in his front ; wished me to send two 
regiments to his support. I consented to do so, and immediately or- 
dered the Forty-fifth Alabama and Twenty-fourth Mississippi forward 
to perform that duty. They became hotly engaged soon after leaving 
their breastworks, the enemy being in heavy force and strongly posted, 
backed by many pieces of artillery, so planted as to enfilade a portion 
of our line. In addition to this enfi-lading fire, Colonel Manigault was 
exposed to a cross-fire from a battery in front of his left. In the un- 
equal contest our line halted, staggered, and fell back in some confusion, 
but were easily rallied, reformed, and moved to the front. The Thir- 
tieth, Twenty-ninth, and Twenty-seventh Mississippi were now succes- 
sively oi’dered forward, with instructions to swing round upon and pre- 
serve the touch of elbow to the right. Captain Barret, commanding the 
battery, was directed to hold his fire, not to respond to the long-range 
guns of the enemy, and only to use his pieces when a favorable oppor- 
tunity of playing upon the masses or lines of the enemy was presented. 
Immediately "in front and in short range of these regiments the enemy 
had two batteries advantageously posted, so as to sweex) an ’open field 
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over vs^liicli they had to pass in their advance. The ordeal to which 
they were subjected was a severe one, but the task was undertaken with 
that spirit and courage which always deserves success and seldom fails 
of achieving it. As often as their ranks were shattered and broken by 
grape and canister did they rally, reform, and renew the attack under 
the leadership of their gallant officers. They were ordered to take the 
batteries at all hazards, and they obeyed the order, not, however, with- 
out heavy loss of officers and men. 

NTot far from where the batteries were playing, and while cheering and 
encouraging his men forward, Lieut. Col. James L. Autry, commanding 
the Twenty-seventh Mississippi, fell, pierced through the head by a minie 
ball. (The evening before, the colonel of the regiment, Thomas M. Jones, 
had gone to the rear, complaining of being unwell, and had not returned 
during the action.) 

The death of this gallant officer at a critical period caused some con- 
fusion in the regiment until they were rallied and reformed by Oapt. E. 
E. NTeilson, the senior officer present, who subsequently was seriously 
wounded on another part of the field. 

About the same time that Lieutenant-Colonel Autry fell . Colonel Bran t- 
ly, of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi, and his adjutant (First Lieut. John 
W.. Campbell) were knocked down by concussion, produced by the ex- 
plosion of a shell very near them, but the regiment was soon after car- 
ried forward by Lieut. Col. J. B. Morgan in gallant style, capturing the 
battery in their front, and driving the enemy in great confusion into and 
through the dense cedar brake immediately beyond. On the left of this 
last regiment was the Thirtieth Mississippi, commanded by Lieuteifant- 
Oolonel Scales. Most gallantly did they perform their part. In moving 
across the open field in short range of grape, canister, and shrapnel, 62 
officers and men were killed and 139 wounded, of this regiment alone, 
all within a very short space of time, and upon an acre [area] not greater 
than an acre of ground. The Twenty-fourth Mississippi, Lieutenant- 
Colonel McKelvaine commanding, and the Forty-fifth Alabama, Colonel 
Gilchrist commanding, respectively, on the left of the Thirtieth Missis- 
sippi, also encountered a battery in thdr front, strongly supported by 
infantry on advantageous ground. For a moment these regiments ap- 
peared to reel and stagger before the weight of lead and iron that was 
hurled against them. They were encouraged to go forward by the ex- 
ample of their officers, and a battery was taken. A number of prisoners 
also fell into our hands. Artillerists, who felt confidently secure in the 
strength of their positions, were captured at their pieces, and others 
were taken before they knew that their guns had fallen into our hands. 
One company entire, with its officers and colors, which had been posted 
in a log-house near the battery in front of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi, 
was captured by the Twenty-seventh Mississippi, while the pieces were 
falling into the hands of the Twenty-ninth. 

After losing his artillery, the enemy retired through a dense cedar 
forest in a direction almost parallel to our original [line] and to the right. 
In this forest they made no obstinate stand, but, owing to the density of 
the growth and the exhausted condition of our troops, the pursuit was 
slow and cautious. It was impossible to preserve a regular and con- 
tinuous line through such obstacles as the fallen and standing cedars 
presented. After having pushed through this brake a distance of 500 
or 600 yards, an open field appeared in front, through which the enemy 
was fleeing in scattered confusion. The ground in our front was gently 
ascending for several hundred yards until the crest of the hUl was 
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reached, upon which he was now industriously planting artillery and 
apparently massing heavy forces of infantry. Our second line had come 
up and occupied the edge of the forest near the open field. It was grow- 
ing late in the evening, and advance across the open field, where the 
enemy would have such decided advantage, was not deemed advisable. 
Indeed, after resting awhile to collect stragglers and replenish cartridge- 
boxes, and having iDecome satisfied that my first apprehensions of an 
effort on the part of the enemy to repossess themselves of the forest was 
not well founded, a staff officer was sent to Major-General Withers, com- 
manding the division, suggesting that, with his consent, I would with- 
draw my brigade to its original position, where the troops could better 
recover from their exhaustion, and obtain that rest which they so much 
needed. He returned soon with the reply that the major-general ap- 
proved the move. Accordingly, about sundown the brigade resumed 
its position of the morning, leaving the troops of the second line in posi- 
tion at the far edge of the cedar brake, confronting the enemy’s line. 

We remained here during the night, but moved forward at an early 
hour the next morning by order of Major-General Withers, and by his 
direction had begun to deploy the column on the right of the line then 
formed in the woods, when Colonel Brantly, of the Twenty-ninth Mis- 
sissippi, informed me that, by continuing the deployment, much of .the 
line would be exposed to a severe fire from the batteries last above 
alluded to. I communicated this to General Withers, who directed me 
to withdraw the line to a position in rear of the second (now become the 
first) line, near where the batteries had been taken on the day before. 

We remained in this new position until about noon of this day (Jan- 
uary 1), when, by order of Lieutenant-General Polk, we were conducted 
by one of his staff* officers to the position originally occupied by Brig- 
adier-General Honelson’s command, in front of Stone’s Eiver, and stretch- 
ing from Wilkinson pike, on the left, to the railroad, on the right. 

At an early hour next morning we moved up by order of Major-Gen- 
eral Withers, and took the position at first occupied by Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Chalmers’ brigade. I was soon ordered across Stone’s Eiver, to the 
right, for the purpose of supporting Major-General Breckinridge’s divis- 
ion, upon whom it had been reported the enemy were moving. When 
the two right regiments of the brigade had succeeded in getting across 
the river, the order, so far as the other three were concerned, was coun- 
termanded, and they were directed to resume their positions in Chal- 
mers’ old place, and before I had reached General Breckinridge with 
the two right regiments, an order was received to return and join the 
balance of the brigade. Soon after resuming Chalmers’ position with 
the whole brigade, the Twenty-fourth Mississippi, Lieutenant-Colonel 
McKelvaine, was detached, by order of Lieutenant-General Polk, and 
sent forward to support Scott’s battery, then posted on our front line. 
This was about 2 p. m,, January 2. About 4 p. m. I was ordered by 
the general commanding to hasten with my brigade to the support of 
General Breckinridge, on the opposite side of the river from where I 
then was. Kot being familiar with that part of the field, Lieutenant- 
Colonel [G. W.] Brent, of General Bragg’s staff, was directed to conduct 
me to the desired position. 

The troops deserve much credit for the alacrity with which they moved, 
having waded the river and pushed forward at a double-quick for more 
than a mile to the scene of Breckinridge’s bloody conflict. Darkness 
had separated the combatants when I reached the spot. A staff officer 
had been previously sent forward to report to General Breckinridge my 
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near ai)i>roach. My column was conducted by Colonel Brent to a posi- 
tion in an open wood between two fields, where, as I understood from 
him, Breckinridge’s line of battle bad first moved forward to the attack. 
The column was baited, faced to tbe front, and skirmishers immediately 
thrown forward. This precaution had become necessary, inasmuch as 
there was no line at that time between mine and the enemy, as I learned 
from Colonel [John A.] Buckner, of General Breckinridge’s staff. The 
general himself rode up at this moment, and soon directed me to with- 
draw my line to one that would be pointed out by one of his staff offi- 
cers, in a wood some 200 or 300 yards in the rear. The line of skirmish- 
ers, however, was not withdrawn. 

Having arrived at the new position about 0 p. m., a reconnaissance 
was made to the right and left, which disclosed the fact that on my left 
an interval of 800 yards or more existed between it and the right of Han- 
son’s brigade, and that there were no troops on my right at all. Before 
daylight the next morning, however, the brigades of Generals Pillow, 
Preston, and Adams, of Breckinridge’s division, had prolonged my right, 
and a few hours later the brigade of Brigadier-General Jackson occu- 
pied most of the interval between my left and Hanson’s right. 

The troops remained in line of battle during the day ^ many, however, 
were sent to the rear on account of sickness, caused by tbe fatigues and 
exposures of the six days and nights past. It rained nearly all day (3d), 
and at times so violently that fires could not be kept up; blankets and 
clothing were wet, and cooked rations were in a condition, from the same 
cause, not at all inviting, even to a half-famislied soldier. 

About sundown I received an order from Major-General Withers to 
withdraw my command at 9 o’clock that night from its position, and 
take up the line of march down the Shelbyville pike. At the moment 
the hour arrived, and just as the column was about to be put in motion, 
I was directed to suspend the execution of this order until further notice! 
At T1 o’clock the order was rei)eated, the movement to commence at 1 
o’clock the next morning. 

Afc 1 o’clock the morning of January 4, my command moved right in 
front, following the [rear] of Brigadier-General Pillow’s brigade, until 
we reached the public square in Murfreesborough, wffiere I rejoined Major.- 
General Withers’ division, to which I belonged, and marched with it to 
this place without the loss of a man or anything else. 

It should have been mentioned elsewhere that, early in the afternoon 
of the 31st, the adjutant of the Thirty-ninth North Carolina Eegiment 
(Lieutenant [Isaac S.] Hyams, 0. S. Army) reported to me on the battle- 
field that his regiment had become detached Irom the command to which 
it had been assigned in the morning, and was at that time out of ammuni- 
tion and under command of Captain [A. W.] Bell, the field officers having 
been killed or wounded. I supplied the needed ammunition, and formed 
the regiment on the right of the Twenty-seventh Mississippi. It par- 
ticipated creditably in all our subsequent movements until, on the even- 
ing of January 2, by order of Lieutenant-General Polk, it was detached 
and ordered to join Colonel Manigault’s brigade. 

Tomy staff officers — Captain [W. G.] Barth, assistant adjutant-general ; 
Lieutenant [W. M.} Davidson, aide-de-camp ; Captain [ W.] Anderson, 
ordnance; Capt. Lambert May and Lieut. E. H. Browne, of the inspector- 
general’s department, and Capt. J. B. Downing and Mr. Scanlan, vol- 
unteer aides — I am much indebted for their active and efficient assistance 
in all that pertained to their respective positions. Bach and every one 
performed his duty to my entire satisfaction. Captain May was par- 
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ticularly conspicuous in rallying and leading tlie troops where danger 
was thickest. To him I am also indebted for the promi)t attention of 
my order to bring from the field the captured artillery. Capt. E. T. 
Sykes, assistant adjutant-general on Brigadier-General WalthalFs staff, 
temporarily on duty with me, rendered very efficient service throughout 
the entire engagement. His activity, courage, and intelligence rendered 
his services invaluable on a field so extended and in a conflict so pro- 
tracted. Lieutenant [J. H.] Wood, also ordnance officer of Walthall’s 
brigade, performed his duty with the greatest promx)tness, disnlayino:' 
much good sense and judgment in conforming the movements of his 
train to those of the troops. 

In endeavoring to give a simple statement of the part taken by the 
troops under my command in this great engagement, the capture of 
several batteries has been uientioned in passing. I have abstained from 
making a statement of the number or kind of pieces taken, for the sim- 
ple reason that I did not stop to count them or to examine their caliber. 
The Twenty-seventh, Twenty-ninth, and Thirtieth Mississippi, all partic- 
ipating (but the Thirtieth suffering more severely than the others), cap- 
tured a battery, of from four to six guns, near a log-cabin in the edge of 
the cedars, on the right of the Wilkinson ihke, and not far from a well 
used by the enemy in procuring their water on the night i^revioas to 
the battle. This battery included a small iron rifled piece, somewhat 
detached from, and a short distance to, the right of the other pieces, 
and lay in front of the Twenty-ninth Mississippi, which took it. In 
the log-cabins, and strongly supporting the battery, was a company ol 
sharpshooters, all captured by the Twenty-seventh Mississippi. Farther 
to the left was a battery, nearer the Wilkinson pike, from which the 
enemy were driven by the Twenty-fourth Mississippi, supported by the 
Forty-filth Alabama. Some 15 or 20 prisoners were here captured at 
the pieces. Another battery was posted still farther to the left, and 
nearer the Wilkinson pike, close by which the left of the Forty-fifth 
Alabama (my left regiment) iiassed simultaneously with the right of 
Colonel Mauigault. This battery, however, was silenced a few moments 
before we reached it— I think by one of our batteries playing from a 
direction where I supposed Colonel Manigault’s left to be at the time 
his right reached the battery simultaneously with my left. As the bat- 
teries immediately in my front ^vere being passed, 1 directed Captain 
May, of my staff, to have the pieces taken to the rear with as little delay 
as possible. He subsequently reported to me that he delivered to the 
chief of ordnance in Murfreesborough eight pieces of different caliber ; 
and I afterward learned that there were two or three pieces taken from 
the same part of the field by other parties, whose names I could not learn. 

Our loss in this engagement was heavy, as the long list of killed and 
wounded will show. An infant nation struggling for existence, and 
just now fairly disengaging itself from the oiipressor’s grasp, pauses in 
the strife to drop a sympathetic tear over the grave of its gallant dead, 
and long after that nation shall have risen to manhood among great 
powers of earth, will her free sons and daughters cherish and revere the 
names and memories of those who fell upon the bloody plains of Mur- 
freesborough. 

The loss of this brigade was 766, as follows: Ealletl, 119 j wounded, 
584 3 missing, 63. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PATTO^f ANDERSOF, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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No. 222. 

Report of Gapt Overton W. Barret^ Missouri battery. 


, 1863. 

[I have the hoBor to report the] part taken by Barret’s Missouri bat- 
tery (two 6-pounder guns and two 12'pounder howitzers). 

Position on December 28, 1862, in main line of battle on the right of 
Nolensville road, Walthall’s brigade on my left, Chalmers’ on my right. 

On the 29th, having a very exposed position, and apprehending that 
the enemy would plant long-range guns on the elevations opposite, I 
threw up some small earthworks. 

About 9 o’clock on the 30th, the enemy opened fire upon me from a 
battery planted near a small house in the cedars, nearly opposite my 
position. This battery was composed, as nearly as I could judge, of two 
Parrott guns, two other rifled guns, and two 12-pounder howitzers. I 
was ordered not to fire unless compelled or until the infantry charged. 
During the first ten minutes after the enemy opened fire upon me I had 
1 horse killed and 2 men and 2 horses wounded at the limbers. I was 
obliged by the severity of the fire to send my limbers far to rear, behind 
a hill. The enemy continued to play upon me until night, with only 
occasional intermissions, when the enemy turned his fire upon our skir- 
mishers or changed his position so as to obtain a cross-fire upon me. 
Several times I sustained a fire from three different points and from 
different batteries. The fire of the enemy was very exact and severe, 
both from his batteries and sharpshooters, and but for my earthworks 
my position would have been untenable. 

On the 31st, the enemy resumed their fire upon me. I still reserved 
my fire until Walthall’s brigade charged, when I received permission to 
fire, and opened upon one battery in the cedars and upon another in the 
left end of the field. My limbers being so far from my pieces, and 
knowing the opposing batteries had by twelve hours’ practice upon me 
obtained accurate range of my position, I ceased firing when I had 
diverted theirs from our advancing infantry. In this engagement I 
lost 1 man wounded. After the enemy were driven from the cedars, 1 
advanced my battery to a position between the Nashville pike and 
Cowan’s house, whence I played on the enemy’s infantry until our in- 
fantiy were about to charge, when I was ordered to cease, and, being 
within range of the enemy’s shot, fell back to my original position, 
where I remained all day of January 1, 1863. 

On January 2, took position some- distance in rear of Cowan’s house, 
occasionally fired upon by the enemy’s long-range guns. Before day- 
break on the 3d, took position on the right and left of Cowan’s house 
and threw up earthworks. About 5 p. m. the enemy commenced and 
continued firing upon me with ten heavy guns until night,' when, by 
order of the chief of artillery of division, I drew off under the cover of 
the darkness. In this engagement I lost 1 horse killed and 2 wounded. 

I have never been furnished wdth adjustable sights of any kind. Our 
Bormann fuses, in my opinion, are very inferior. Our powder, also, I 
think inferior. My shells, ignited by red, green, and black fuses, were 
the most effective and accurate projectile which I used in this battle. 
Six-pounder batteries cannot maintain a fight with long-range guns 
shooting the Hotchkiss and James projectile unless the distance be- 
tween the opposing batteries be very short. 
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Tbe following is a list* of casualties: Four enlisted men wounded; 
2 horses killed, 5 wounded. 

Trail of piece struck by solid shot and rendered nearly unserviceable ; 
2 spokes shot from wheel of another carriag'e ; 2 lint stocks, 1 shovel, 
and 1 sponge and rammer broken by the enemy’s shot. 

Battery engaged twice and under heavy fire every day, except Jan- 
uary 1, from the morning of December 30, [1862,] until dark of January 
3, 1863. 

Fired 73 rounds G pounder spherical case, nearly all of which burst 
short; 16 rounds 6-pounder solid shot, which struck lines of infantry 
1,000 yards distant; 3 rounds 6-pounder canister; 84 rounds 12-pounder 
howitzer shell, which, at 900 yards distance, drove the enemy’s infantry 
into woods farther back; 10 rounds 12-pounder spherical case, some of 
which burst short. 

Eespectfully, 

O. W. BAEEET, 

Captain ^ Commanding Barrels Missouri Battery. 


Ko. 223. 

Beport of Gapt David D. Waters^ Alabama battery^ Anderson^s brigade. 

Camp neae Shelbyviele, Tenn., 

February 16, 1863. 

Majoe : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by my battery in the battle of Murfreesborough, Tenn. : 

I took the position in line of battle assigned by chief of artillery of 
Withers’ division for my battery, on the left of the Fourth Brigade, 
about 10 o’clock on December 28, in which position I remained without 
interruption until the morning of the .30th, when the enemy, having 
forced in our skirmishers, got possession of a gin-house and other out- 
buildings, belonging to the farm of Mr. Harding, in front of the line of 
our brigade, and about 700 yards distant from my position, I was or- 
dered by the colonel commauding brigade to shell them out, which I 
did, firing 10 or 12 shells and 4 round shot at the house. A few minutes 
after I ceased firing, the enemy brought up a rified gun battery and 
placed it in position about three-quarters of a mile from my position ; 
opened on me with percussion shell. I immediately ordered my caissons 
to move to a position to my left, under cover of a wood. Finding that 
my position was completely commanded by this battery, and that my 
guns were not capable of doing them damage, I, after consulting my 
brigade commander, moved my battery to the left, and took a position 
in the middle of the brigade, covered by the timber on my right. Here 
I remained without firing until about 3 p. m., when tbe enemy made a 
general advance with infantry ami artillery, driving in the line of skir- 
mishers in front of the brigade, bringing into povsition in front of the 
right of tbe brigade a battery of six 12-pounder light guns. 1 opened 
up< n them at a range of about 050 yards, and compelled him to draw 
off after tiring 0 or 8 lounds. He then moved hiS battery up under cover 
of a wood opposite to iny })osition, ami took position on a hill about 400 
yards from me, when he opened with shell and spherical case shot. At 
the same time a rifie battery, posted to my right, opened, assisted by 

* Nominal list omitted.. 
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two rifle guns posted in rear of Harding’s dwelling, the battery on my 
right completely enfilading my line, but was firing over me, doing but 
little damage, except from falling limbs. The battery in my front occu- 
pied all of my. guns. After a rapid fire of from three-quarters to an hour 
this battery was driven from its place. I continued to fire at it until 
they gained cover of a hill. 

In this engagement Corporal Burke, while gallantly iierforming the 
duties of gunner, had his thumb shot off. Privates Quinn and Brady 
were slightly hurt by a falling limb. 

None of my horses were hurt, and only slight damage done to my 
guns, viz : One sponge-staff shot in two, one spoke from right wheel of 
left center gun shot out by piece of shell, and the trail hand-spike of 
the first gun shot off. 

I remained in this position until dark without firing, as the rifle guns 
to my right were out of my reach. The enemy’s skirmishers, having 
taken a position about 350 yards from our lines, kept up a rattling fire 
(doing no damage) until dark, when I moved my command to the rear, 
to feed and rest my men for the night, where I received a supply of 
ammunition. 

At daylight I received orders from the brigade commander to move 
at the same time the line of infantry charged to my first position, on 
the left of the brigade, and cover the charge. I moved to the left and 
came into battery, but found I could do nothingfrom that position, and, 
finding that the right of the line was hard pressed, 1 moved to the right 
to support the Tenth and Nineteenth South Carolina Eegiments, from 
which point I commenced firing on the enemy’s infantry, and was imme- 
diately opened on by one of the enemy’s batteries, posted in the wood 
to the right of the Nolensville turnpike. Our infantry having fallen 
back to the old line, I kept up a regular fire to cover their preparations 
for a ffesh charge. During the time between the first and second 
charges, some general officer, with staff escort, came to the front of the 
enemy’s line, and in about 500 yards of my position. I gave them a few 
rounds of shot and shell, when they retired at a run. I think I must 
have done them some damage, as I saw my shell burst and shot strike 
among them, and afterward found one of the horses killed with a round ' 
shot. Our line being reformed, made a second charge, drove the enemy 
across a field within short range, where I had a good chance and gave 
them spherical case and canister. 

During this engagement I regret to have to report Private Eichard 
Murphy killed, Private William Shea wounded, and 1 of my lead horses 
killed and 2 others so badly wounded that I was compelled to leave them. 

. I was then ordered to report to Brigadier-General Maney, which I did, 
and was ordered to remain under cover until he could find a place for me, 
which I did. My command was not again brought into action. I con- 
tinued to follow in rear of my brigade until dark, when I took a position 
in the woods to the left of the Nolensville pike for the night, and here 
received a full supply of ammunition for my 6-pounder guns and some 
12-pounder ammunition. 

I met with a great deal of trouble from the great number of friction- 
primers that were worthless. I was compelled to make on the field 
quill-primers, which answered the purpose. I would here request that 
a supply of primers be furnished my battery at Cnee, as it would be 
totally unserviceable in a fight as it is. 

I would here request to mention the gallant conduct of First Lieut. 
Charles W. Watkins, to whom I was greatly indebted for his coolness and 
close attention to orders while under fire; also Sergeants Martin, 
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Turner, and Armstrong. In mentioning these namefe I do not wish 
to detract from the rest of my command, all of whom acted with great 
coolness and attention, the gunners firing slowly and deliberately, 
doing good service, 

I found that the lack of long-range guns was a great drawback to our 
batteries, for the enemy could, at a distance too far for us, fire upon our 
lines without interruption and in perfect safety, making his aim more 
accurate and fire more destructive. 

I regret to report that, upon the night of the 30th, Quartermaster 
Sergt. Thomas Maxwell, while attempting to get to the company with 
rations, passed through a gap in our line of battle between the left of the 
Fourth Brigade and the right of the First, was fired upon by the enemy’s 
pickets, killing his hor^e and wounding him very severely in the knee. 

Major, I am, respectfully, 

D. D. WATERS, 

Captain, Commanding Waters^ Battery. 


No. 224. 

Report of Lieut. Gen. William J. Hardee, C. 8. Army, commanding Army 

Corps. 

Headquarters Army of Tennessee, 

Tullalioma, Tenn., March 11, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward, by the hands of Col. J. H. Kelly, 
Eighth Arkansas Volunteers, Lieutenant-General Hardee’s corps, the 
report of that general of the part taken by his corps in the battle of 
Murfreesborough, December 31 to January 3 ; also the reports of di- 
vision and brigade commanders, including those of Major-General 
McOown’s division, which was, during the most important part of the 
operations, under Lieutenant-General Hardee. 

Some errors and misapprehensions of Major-General Breckinridge, 
incorporated in his report, will be corrected by reference to copies of 
notes received from him on the field of battle, and which are appended 
to the report, with an order for the cavalry movement, indorsed by 
Brigadier-General Pegram as received.” To these papers, appended to* 
General B[reckinridge]’s report, I invite special attention. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General, Commanding. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Ya. 

[Inclostire.J 

Headqttaetbes Haedeb’s Coees, 
Tullahoma, Tenn., February 28, 1863, 

Colonel : After the campaign in Kentucky, our forces -were collected 
at Murfreesborough, while the enemy gradually concentrated an army, 
reported 70,000 strong, around Kashville. Every preparation that fore- 
cast could suggest was made by them to crush our army and obtain pos- 
session of Central Tennessee. For nearly two months there was ap- 
parent inaction, interrupted only by skirmishes, raids, and a successful 
{liffair ^it HaptsviUe. The epemy occupied Kasbyille, their right estepd- 
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ing toward Franklin and their left toward Lebanon. Om- center was at 
Murfreesborough, under Lieutenant-General Polk, our right at Eeady- 
ville, under Major-General McCown, and our left at Triune and Eagle- 
ville. 

Such was the situation of the armies when information was received, 
on December 26, that General Eosecrans was advancing with 60,000 men 
from Eashville against Murfreesborough. The first demonstration was 
made against Triune by an advance of the enemy on the Shelbyville 
turnpike. Gleburne’s division and Adams’ brigade, under my immediate 
command, were posted in that vicinity. The commanding general having 
decided to accept battle and to defend Murfreesborough, I withdrew 
my command the succeeding day by his order, leaving Wood’s brigade 
and Wharton’s cavalry to skirmish with the en^my near Triune. This 
was done boldly and successfully, and they rejoined the command on the 
28th at Murfreesborough. My corps consisted of Breckinridge’s and- 
Cleburne’s divisions (each of four brigades) and Wheeler’s brigade of 
cavalry. 

Murfreesborough is situated 30 miles southeast of Eashville, in a fer- 
tile, gently undulating, and highly cultivated country, in the midst of the 
great plain that stretches from the base of the Cumberland Mountains 
toward Nashville. The Chattanooga Eailroad, the chief line of commu- 
nication from Tennessee to the South Atlantic States, passes through it, 
and numerous excellent turnpikes radiate from it in every direction. 
Stone’s Eiver flows about 2 miles west of the town, through low banks 
of limestone, steep, and in some places difficult to pass, and gradually 
trends to the north as a tributary of the Cumberland. At this time the 
stream could everywhere be passed without difficulty by infantry, and 
■at the usual fords was not more than ankle-deep, but heavy rains in a 
few hours swell it to an impassable torrent, and it subsides as rapidl}% 
The road to Lebanon passes nearly due north from Murfreesborough ; 
that to Triune nearly west ; that to Salem a little south of west, and the 
Nashville turnpike northwest, crossing Stone’s Eiver about miles 
from Murfreesborough. The railroad, leaving the depot on the west of 
the town, crosses Stone’s Eiver about 200 yards above the turnpike ford. 
At 400 or 600 yards beyond this it intersects the Nashville turnpike at a 
very acute angle, running between it and the river for about 700 yards, 
when the stream turns to the east by a sharp bend, and then resumes its 
northern course, The field of battle offered no peculiar advantages for 
defense. The open fields beyond the town are fringed with dense cedar 
brakes, offering excellent shelter for approaching infantry, and are almost 
impervious to artillery. The country on every side is entirely open, and 
was accessible to the enemy. 

On Sunday morning, December 28, the troops were moved into line 
of battle. The river separated our right from the left. By order of the 
commanding general, the space between the Lebanon road and the ford 
on the Nashville road,making the right of the army, was occupied by my 
corps. I arranged my troops in two lines, Breckinridge’s division form- 
ing the first line and Cleburne’s the second. The former was arranged 
with Adams’ brigade resting on the Lebanon road, about miles from 
the town. The line was broken by an intervening field about 300 yards 
wide, which was left apparently unoccupied, but was covered by the 
Twentieth Tennessee and [B. E.] Wright’s [Tennessee] battery, of Pres- 
ton’s brigade, which swept it and the field in front. The remainder of 
Preston’s brigade rested with its right in the woods, and extended along 
the margin of the grove, with its left toward the river. Palmer’s and 
Hanson’s brigades completed the line, with the left of Hanson resting 
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near the ford. Olebame^s division was posted 800 yards in rear of, and 
parallel to, that of Breckinridge. Polk’s corps extended beyond the 
river, with its right near the stream, and about 200 yards in advance 
of my left. Withers’ division formed the front line of this corps, and 
Cheatham’s the second, while McCown’s division was held in reserve 
near the town. 

No movement of importance occurred until Monday evening. It was 
deemed necessary to hold a hill situated about 600 yards in advance of 
Hanson’s brigade, as it commanded the sloping hill-sides toward the 
river in front, and from it the right of General Polk’s line could be enfi- 
laded. In the evening the enemy attempted to take this position, but 
was vigorously repulsed by a portion of Hanson’s brigade, and the hill 
was occupied by our batteries. 

During Monday night the cavalry of Brigadier-General Wheeler, at- 
tached to my corps, was moved from our right by a circuitous route 
through Jefferson and La Vergne against the communications of the 
enemy. After making an entire circuit of the enemy’s lines, this daring 
officer, having inflicted severe injury by the destruction of several hun- 
dred wagons and many small-arms, and by the capture of several hun- 
dred prisoners, returned through Nolensville and Triune to Murfrees- 
borough. 

The next day (Tuesday, the 30th) heavy skirmishing took place on our 
left between the right of the enemy and the command of Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Polk. 

In the afternoon of that day I received instructions from the com- 
manding general to proceed to the left, to take command of McOown’s 
division, to place it in position, and to move Cleburne’s division from our 
extreme right in the same direction. The order was communicated to 
Cleburne, and I proceeded at once to the left. I found McCown’s divis- 
ion, consisting of three brigades, in two lines — Ector’s and Rains’ bri- 
gades in the flrst, and McNair’s in the second line, with Rains’ brigade 
so situated as to be enfiladed by a battery from the enemy. Orders were 
given to rectify the position of Rains, and to place McNair on the first 
line. Cleburne’s division was brought forward and placed 600 yards in 
rear of McCown, as a second line. During the night, the commanding 
general having determined to attack the enemy on our left, Brigadier- 
General Wharton was ordered to report to me, and I was instructed, 
with the two divisions mentioned and Wharton’s cavalry, to commence 
the attack at dawn the next morning. The new position which my com- 
mand now occupied is embraced in the angle between the Salem turn- 
pike and the Triune road. About half a mile from Murfreesborough, on 
the Nashville road, the Wilkinson turnpike diverges to the left, passing 
nearly equidistant between it and the Triune road. Each of these roads 
crosses Stone’s Eiver about miles west of the town. The river makes a 
bend in the shape of a horseshoe to the west, and the roads cross at the 
bases of the bend. The enemy’s right was about three-quarters of a mile 
beyond the river, with their line south of the Triune road, and extending 
almost northwardly toward the Wilkinson pike and the Nashville road. 
The force under my immediate command W ednesday morning was 10,045 
infantry and artillery, under McCown and Cleburne, and 2,000 cavalry, 
under Brigadier- General Wharton. 

I ordered Wharton to make a detour of the enemy’s right, and to fall 
upon their flank and rear, while the infantry and artillery moved upon 
them in front. He dashed forward at a gallop at daybreak, and soon 
reached the Wilkinson turnpike, 2^ miles in the rear. With Colonel 
[John T.j Cox’s command [First Confederate Cavalry], he charged with 
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great impetuosity and took prisoners tlie Seventy-fiftk Illinois Eegiment. 
Captain [S. P.] Christian, of the Texas Bangers [Eighth Texas Cavalry], 
with four companies, at the same time charged and took a complete bat- 
tery of the enemy, with all its- guns, caissons, horses, and artillerists. 
By these dashes i,500 prisoners fell into our hands. Wharton after- 
ward swept around toward the Fash ville turnpike, and found the enemy^s 
cavalry in position to defend their menaced trains. Harrison, Ashby, 
and Hardy were ordered to charge. This was met by a counter-charge 
of the enemy, supposed to be the Fourth Eegular Cavalry, who were 
routed in confusion. The entire cavalry force of the enemy was de- 
ployed beyond this point. Wharton’s entire brigade was now ordered to 
charge; 2,000 horsemen dashed forward to the assault. The field was 
favorable, the charge irresistible, the conflict short. The enemy fled in 
wild dismay 2 miles beyond Overall’s Creek, leaving in our hands several 
hundred wagons, 400 additional prisoners, and several pieces of artillery. 

The conduct of Wharton and his brigade cannot be too highly com- 
mended. After a day of brilliant achievements, he covered the left of 
my infantry at night. 

Major-General McCown having failed to get McFair’s brigade on the 
line of battle Tuesday night, as directed by me, the brigade was moved 
into position early the next morning, and McCown advanced with his 
division against the enemy, about 600 yards distant, with McFair on the 
right of Ector and with Eains’ brigade on the left. The division of 
Major-General Cleburne was about 500 yards in rear of McCown, as a 
second line. The two divisions were posted on the left of Lieutenant- 
General Polk’s command. The troops advanced Mth animation and 
soon became hotly engaged. ' The enemy were broken and driven 
through a cedar brake after a rapid and successful charge by McCown’s 
command, in which Brigadier-General [August] Willioh and many pris- 
oners were taken, 

A signal instance of courage was shown by Col. J. C. Burks, of the 
Eleventh Texas. This brave officer, though mortally wounded, still led 
and cheered on his regiment until he fell exhausted at its head. 

Another instance was shown by Sergt. A. Sims, flag-bearer of the 
Tenth Texas, who, seeing a Federal flag-bearer endeavoring to rally his 
regiment, sprang forward, seized the standard, and in the struggle both 
were shot down, waving their flags with their last breath. The Federal 
flag was captured. 

I had ordered McCown and Cleburne, as they crushed the line of the 
enemy, to swing round by a continued change of direction to the right, 
with Polk’s left as a pivot, while Wharton was to make a diversion on their 
flank and rear. This was done by Cleburne, but was not so promptly 
executed by McCown, on account of the position of the enemy in his front. 
McCown continued westwardly, fighting toward Overall’s Creek, far to 
our left, while Cleburne, executing the maneuver, changed his direction 
northeastwardly toward the Wilkinson turnpike, which placed him on 
the right of McCown and filled the interval between McCown and Polk. 
The line, now single and without support, engaged and drove the enemy 
with great carnage through the fields and cedar brakes which lie between 
the Triune and Wilkinson roads. Before this gap in the line was filled 
by Cleburae, McOown’s right flank was exposed. McFair halted his bri- 
gade, while Liddell advanced gallantly, filling the interval, covered Mc- 
F air’s unprotected right, and engaged a superior force of the enemy posted 
behind a rail fence. These two brigades charged the enemy with impet- 
uosity, took their ba/ttery, and pursued theirbroken and fleeing regiments 
before Ector and Eains could be brought into action. 
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General McKair left a sick bed to enter tlie battle, and after conduct- 
ing his brigade with gallantry, becoming exhausted, was ordered to re- 
tire from the field. The command then devolved upon Colonel fE. W.] 
Harper. 

By this time Liddell, who was upon the left of Johnson^s brigade, had 
become separated from Cleburne’s division by following the movement 
of McCown. The command was near the Wilkinson turnpike, at a point 
where the enemy had established a hospital. They had driven them 
nearly 2 miles. The men were greatly fatigued and their ammunition 
exhausted. As soon as this was replenished, I ordered them again to 
advance. Eains’ brigade being fresh, was brought forward to the right 
to attack a battery, while Ector’s, McNair’s, and Liddell’s brigades 
moved forward in the direction of the Nashville road. Ector and Har- 
per, though enfiladed by a battery, forced their way through a cedar 
brake in which the enemy were posted, while Eains advanced upon the 
battery. Unfortunately, this brave officer and accomplished gentleman 
fell, shot through the heart, and his brigade recoiled in confusion. Ector 
and Harper were ordered to fall back under cover, while [J. T.] Hum- 
phreys’ battery bravely engaged sixteen pieces of the enemy until our 
infantry were sheltered. 

The divisions of McCown and Cleburne in single line had now driven 
the enemy, with great slaughter, for several miles through the cedar 
brakes toward the Nashville turnpike. Cleburne (originally formed with 
Brigadier-General Polk’s brigade on the right, Johnson’s in the center, 
and Liddell’s on the left, with Wood’s in reserve) had engaged the enemy 
shortly after McCown commenced the attack. Having changed direction 
toward the northeast, he encountered their first line, posted behind fences 
and in dense thickets, a little north of the Triuue road. In the open 
ground beyond were other lines and batteries. Limestone rocks in the 
thickets furnished the enemy admirable natural defenses. The division 
dashed forward, and, after a bloody struggle of half an hour, hurled the 
first line back upon the second, which, in turn, was broken, and the 
mingled lines were driven in disorder toward the Wilkinson turnpike. 
Wood’s brigade dispersed the One hundred and first Ohio and the bri- 
gade composed of the Thirty-eighth Illinois, the Twenty-first, Eighty- 
first, and Fifteenth Wisconsin. The Seventeenth Tehnessee captured 
a Michigan battery, while the Second Arkansas [Mounted Eifles*] again 
routed the Twenty-second Indiana, capturing its colonel. This regi- 
ment is the same that the Second Arkansas had routed at Perry ville, 
and which, during the campaign of last year, had behaved with such 
barbarity to the people of Arkansas. . It was in this conflict that Colonel 
[A. S.] Marks, of the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment, was severely 
wounded while gallantly leading and encouraging his men. It was also 
in this conflict that Liddell’s and Johnson’s brigades suffered their great- 
est loss. The enemy several times attempted to make a stand, but were 
each time forced back. Our troops were vigorously pressing forward, 
when a third line, strongly supported by artillery, stood revealed on the 
south side of the turnpike. The cannonade was fierce, but could not 
check our advance. After a stubborn combat the enemy were broken, 
and fled to the cedar brakes, between the Nashville and Wilkinson turn- 
pikes. 

Cleburne was now in advance of Cheatham and Withers, and as he 
crossed the open grounds near the turnpike he was enfiladed by a bat- 
. tery posted on an eminence directly on his right flank. Captain [T. E.' 
Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery of Cleburne’s division, placed [J. H.' 


* Dismounted, 
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Calvert’s and [Put.] Darden’s batteries in position near the Wilkinson 
turnpike, and boldly enjiaged some heavy rifled batteries of the enemy. 
This oifleer nobly discharged his duty, and was twice wounded. The 
First Arkansas and th** Filth Confederate afterward charged the bat- 
teries, and captured four of the guns. Several colors, a large number 
of prisoners, medical stores, hospitals, ammunition trains, and caissons, 
were captured in this conflict. The battle at this point was bloody. 
Here General [Joshua W.] Sill, of the Federal Army, was slain. 

C’eburue had now driven back all the forces of the enemy beyond the 
Wilkinson road, when another lino was displayed in the cover of the 
cedar woods betw eii the Wilkinson and Na^shville turnpikes. Wood, 
Polk, and Johnson charged this line, receiving a heavy fire. Here Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [Don] McGregor, of the First Arkansas, and Major [J. 
T.] McEe,\ nolds, of the Thirty- seventh Tennessee, two brave officers, fell, 
mortally 'wounded. Brigadier-General Liddell attacked the enemy near 
the left* of Brigadier-General Johnson, whom he had rejoined, and, after 
an obstinate conflict, threw them into confusion. Here Col. Samuel [G.] 
Smith, of the Sixth and Seventh Arkansas, and Colonel [John H.] Kelly, 
of the Eighth Arkansas, both gallant officers, were wounded ; and here 
Lieutenant Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, courage- 
ously bore the colors of his regiment to the front, while Private J. K. 
Leslie, of the same regiment, captured the colors of the enemy with his 
own hands. A portion of Cleburne’s division was repulsed, but, after a 
bloody combat, the enemy were finally dislodged. On our right their 
lines remained unbroken. With our inferior numbers no further advance 
could be hazarded until all my forces were collected. Wood, having 
fallen back for ammunition, was detained to protect the ordnance train. 
The remaining brigades occupied the cedar brakes and fields near the 
Nashville road. The command of Cleburne was now reformed, and about 
3 o’clock he essayed again to rout a fresh line of the enemy near the Nash- 
ville turnpike. Theenemy were again broken with heavy loss. Johnson’s 
brigade was conspicuous in the conflict, in which the brigade of Preston 
Smith also shared. It was now past 3 o’clock. In moving through the 
open pounds to drive the enemy from the last positions they held near 
the railroad, a fierce and destructive enfilading fire of artillery was poured 
upon the right of Cleburne’s division from batteries massed near the 
railroad embankments. At this critical moment the enemy brought 
up a fresh line to oppose our wearied troops. Our ammunition was 
exhausted. Smith’s brigade recoiled in confusion. Johnson and Polk 
followed, and the division was repulsed. It was rallied and reformed in 
the edge of the cedar woods, about 400 yards in rear of the most ad- 
vanced position we had won. Brigadier-General Polk in this conflict 
suffered very severely, but, while we sustained, we inflicted great loss. 

When I withdrew from the extreme right, Tuesday evening, Major- 
General Breckinridge’s division was left in its original position on the 
Lebanon road. Brigadier-General Jackson having reported to me with 
his brigade, it was posted on the east side of the Lebanon rpad,’to the 
right of Adams’ brigade. These five brigades, under Major-General 
Breckinridge, remained in position from Sunday to Wednesday without 
any material event, except a skirmish for an artillery position, already 
mentioned. 

About 11 o’clock Wednesday the brigades of Adams and Jackson 
were, in obedience to orders of the commanding general, sent across 
the river to the assistance of Lieutenant-General Polk, who was re- 
ported to be hard pressed. Crossing the ford about midday, they were 
formed near the intersection of the Nashville Railroad and turnpike, 
with their right stretching to the river, and were moved down the Nash- 
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ville turnpike and railroad against the center of the enemy, passing in 
the direction of the burnt brick building known as the Cowan house. 
The brigade of -Jackson passed by those of Chalmers and Donelson in 
the direction of the Cowan house, while Adams’, extending toward the 
river, attacked the enemy between 1 and 2 o’clock. A desperate strug- 
gle for a passage down the Kashville road ensued just before Cleburne 
became engaged against their right, 2 miles farther on. The force was 
unequal to the task. It recoiled after a loss of one- third of the command. 

A short time after, Preston and Palmer were ordered to cross the ford, 
to continue the same movement, and Hanson’s brigade alone remained 
on the east side of Stone’s Eiver. They reached the ground just after 
Jackson and Adams were repulsed, General Adams having been 
wounded while gallantly conducting his brigade. They were quickly 
formed under the immediate command of Major-General Breckinridge, 
and moved across the plain in fine order under the fire of the enemy’s 
artillery. 

Many men and officers were killed along the line, the principal loss 
falling upon Preston’s brigade. The Twentieth Tennessee, of Preston’s 
brigade, vainly endeavored near the river to carry a battery, and, after 
a heavy loss, including their gallant commander, Colonel [T. B.] Smith, 
who was severely wounded, was compelled to fall back under cover. 
Palmer, being farther on the left, suffered but little. The remaining 
regiments of Preston’s brigade encountered great difficulty in passing 
the fences and pickets at the Cowan house, and, being exposed to an 
enfilading fire of infantry and artillery at short range, were thrown into 
some confusion. They were soon rallied, and, rushing forward with 
cheers across the intervening space, entered the cedar brakes in front. 

At 4 o’clock our line was almost parallel with the Nashville turnpike for 
about 2 miles, stretching from the point of woods near the Cowan house 
toward Overall’s Creek. Preston occupied the extreme right of my line, 
and the divisions of Cleburne and McCown extended northwest, almost 
parallel with the railroad. Liddell’s brigade formed the extreme left. 
The enemy occupied the ground northwest of the railroad, lying between 
it and Stone’s Kiver, toward Nashville. Here they massed a vast strength 
of artillery and infantry. Their right had been completely turned, 
crushed, and beaten back for more than 3 miles. Great confusion pre- 
vailed, but their strength was still such that we could not undertake to 
force the position without unwise hazard. We had lost nearly a third of 
the commands engaged. If, at the moment when the enemy weredriven 
from the thick woods north of the Wilkinson turnpike, a fresh division 
could have replaced Cleburne’s exhausted troops and followed up the 
victory, the rout of Rosecrans’ army would have been complete. The 
interval required to collect and reform our lines, now shattered by four 
successive conflicts, was occupied by the enemy in planting heavy bat- 
teries and massing fresh columns of infantry to oppose our further ad- 
vance. I sent for re-enforcements. The commanding general replied he 
had none to give me. Hanson’s brigade alone remained fresh and un- 
Ibught. The enemy lay beyond the range of our guns, securely sheltered 
behind the strong defense of the railroad embankment, with wide, open 
fields inteirvening, which were swept by their superior artillery. It would 
have been folly, not valor, to assail them in this position. I gave the 
order to hold the wood, 400 yards in rear of the advanced position we Had 
won, and to bivouac for the night. 

During the day the men and officers' of my command had displayed 
the most splendid courage. Twenty-three pieces of cannon and more 
than 4,000 piisoners, with a corresponding number of small-arms, re- 
warded their valor. With 12,000 men of aU arms, we had driven back 



778 


KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA.^ AND SW. VA. [Chap. XXxn . 

and utterly routed McOook^s corps, ascertained by his captured returns 
to have been 18,000 strong, and several brigades and divisions v^hich it 
is known were sent to his support. 

Eor 3 miles in our rear, amid the thick cedars and the open fields, 
where the Federal lines had been originally formed, their dead and their 
dying, their hospitals, and the wreck of that portion of their army marked 
our victorious advance. Our bivouac fires were lighted at night within 
500 yards of the railroad embankment, behind which their disordered 
battalions sought shelter. 

Wednesday night was clear and cold. The armies maintained their 
relative positions. Some picket skirmishing occurred during the night. 
NTo action of importance nor material change of position occurred until 
about 2 o^clock in the afternoon of Friday, January 2. The command- 
ing general, anxious to secure a position on the east bank of the river, 
from which he could enfilade the lines of the enemy, ordered Major-Gen- 
eral Breckinridge, with his entire division, to seize a hill about 1 ,600 yards 
in front of the position occupied by Hanson^s brigade. At 4 o’clock the 
division moved forward. It swept over the crest of the hill, routing a 
division of the enemy, who fled in disorder across the stream, after leav- 
ing many killed, wounded, and prisoners. Our men pursued them with 
gi^eafc ardor. A division reported to be that of General [J. S.] l^egley, 
and a brigade under General Porter [Palmer], held the opposite side of 
the river. This fresh force poured a withering fire from an advantageous 
position upon our men. Breckinridge’s division, after a bloody struggle 
not exceeding forty minutes, in which at least 1,200 men were killed and 
wounded, was repulsed. Many brave men and able ofScers fell in the 
attack. Among the latter Brigadier-General [R. W.] Hanson, a spirited 
and intrepid officer, was mortally wounded early in the action. As this 
movement was made without my knowledge, and under the immediate 
supervision of Major-General Breckinridge, I refer to his report for de- 
tails. 

Friday night, ’the commanding general, apprehending an attack on 
our right, east of Stone’s River, ordered me to withdraw Cleburne’s and 
McOown’s divisions from the left, and to place them in their original 
positions — the former in rear of Breckinridge’s line, the latter in reserve. 
These divisions did not get into position until late that night. Cold and 
drenching rain set in and continued throughout the succeeding day. 
The enemy manifested no disposition to attack, but our troops, being 
worn down by the hardships of their winter bivouacs and the exhaustion 
of battle, and the commanding general having received information that 
the enemy were being largely re-enforced, he determined to retire. 

In obedience to his orders, on the morning of January 4, 1 withdrew 
my command by the Manchester road to Tullahoma, in good order and 
without molestation. 

It is worthy of remark that at Murfreesborough, whenever the fight 
was confined principally to musketry, and the enemy had no advantage 
in artillery, we were successful. It was only when they had massed 
heavy batteries, under cover of the railroad embankments, that we were 
repulsed. In every form of contest in which mechanical instruments, 
requiring skill and heavy machinery to make them, can be used, the 
Federals are our superiors. In every form of contest in which manly 
courage, patient endurance, and brave impulse are the qualities and 
conditions necessary to success, we have invariably been successful. 
Long-range cannon and improved projectiles can be made only by great 
mechanical skill, heavy machinery, and abundant resources. The enemy 
is, therefore, superior in artillery. Infantry constitutes the great arm 
of the service, and its appointments and equipments are simple. The 
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Federal infantry, unsupported by artillery, has not in a single instance 
fought successfully with ours when the odds were less than three to 
two. 

I herewith inclose a tabular statement (A), which exhibits the losses 
sustained by the divisions of McOown, Breckinridge, and Cleburne, 
and the brigades of Jackson and Wharton, amounting to 5,663 in killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

To the officers and men of my command I return my heartfelt thanks 
for the ability and striking courage displayed by them at Murfreesbor- 
ough. The field required that much should be confided to the command- 
ers of divisions, brigades, and regiments, and it is to me a grateful duty 
to acknowledge how well these officers merited my confidence. The 
men illustrated the day by a discipline, courage, and devotion never 
surpassed. In the reports of my subordinate commanders will be found 
many instances of individual heroism which the limits of this report will 
not permit me to record. 

My thanks are due to the members of my staff, namely: Maj. T. B. 
Tioy, chief of staff* ; Capt. D. H. Poole, assistant adjutant-general ; Capt. 
D. G. White, acting assistant adjutant-general 5 Maj. W. D. Pickett, 
assistant inspector-general; Capt. S. L. Black, assistant inspector- 
general; Lieut. T. W. Hunt, assistant inspector-general; Lieut. W. W. 
Wilkins, aide-de-camp; Maj. L. Hoxton, chief of artillery; Maj. J. M. 
Konnard, chief of ordnance ; Surg. A. L. Breysacher, medical inspector ; 
Maj. G W. Gassett, chief quartermaster; Maj. W. E. Moore, chief of 
subsistence, and to General W. C. Whitthorne, adjutant-general of the 
State of Tennessee, and Capt. [Maj.] Thomas Claiborne, 0. S. Army, 
who volunteered their services. 

thanks are also especially due to Capts. S. W. Presstman and J. W. 
Green, of the engineer corps, for active and efficient service, and to 
Siirg. D. W. Yandell, my medical director, to whose good management 
I jun indebted for having both my own and the Federal wounded in 
W(‘Vinesday^s fight rapidly removed from the field and cared for before 

i am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Lieut. Col. Geoeg-e William Brent, 

. Assistant Adjutant- General. 


A. 


Tabular statement of Ulledj wounded, and missing, to accompany Lieuicnant- General 
Hardee's report of the battle of Murfreesborouglu 


Command. 

Commander. 

rs 

1 

Missing. 

HAltDEB’S CORPS. 




1 

JjrecHnridge's Division, 





PflilmOT^S * -1 - 

Colonel Palmer - 

49 

824 

52 

"Pr^^ston’s brlgodo . . -n-- 

Brigadier-General Preston 

5S 

384 

97 

Artfinis' Tjrigfuio t < ■' 

Biigadier-General Adams - 

112 

445 

146 

TTflnsoii^s r-* 

Brigadier*(jreneral Hanson, t 

47 

273 

81 

Total BreoTvinridge's division 

Major-General Breckinridge 

26G 

1,426 

376 


* Brigadier-General Pillow assigned to command previous to action, January 2. 
t Colonel Gibson in command after General Adams was wounded. 
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Tabular statement of Teilled, wounded, and missing, ^-o. — Continued. 


Command. 

Commander. 

Killed. 

i 

'd 

1 

Missing. 

Cleburne's Division. 

!Brigadier*General Wood 

52 

61 

f?6 

30 

336 

488 

503 

298 

2 

113 

57 

18 

19 

Johnson’s brigade 

Liddell’s brigade 

Brigadier-General Johnson 

Brigadier-General Liddell 

Brigadier-General Polk 



Total Clebnnie’s division 

McCovm' 8 Division {unattached). 

- - - - 

Major-General Cleburne 

Brigadier- General Ector 



229 

1,627 

207 

29 

21 

42 

2 

275 

154 

830 

2 

39 

15 

52 

1 

"R.fliTifl’ r - 

Brigadier-General Bains 

McNair’s brigade 

McfJn'v^m’s 

Brigadier-General McNair 

Total McCown’s division 

Jackson’s brigade (unattached) 

Wharton’s brigade of cavalry 

(3-rand total Hardee’s corps 

Major-General McCown 

Brig. Gen. J. K. Jackson *... 

Brigadier-General Wharton 

Lieutenant-General BCardee 

94 

761 

107 

41 

262 


io" 

131 

113 

650 

4, 207 

803 


BECAPITXIXATIOir. 


Command. 

1 

i 

1 

1 

n 

§ 

Total. 

Breckinridge’s division 

266 

1,426 
1, 627 
70 L 

376 

2, 008 
2, 066 
902 

Cleburne’s division. 

229 

207 

McCown’s division ... ........ 

94 

107 

Jackson’s brigade 

41 

262 

‘ 303 

Wharton’s Imfrada 

20 

131 

113 

264 



Grand total 

* 

650 

4,207 

803 

6,603 

1 


[Addenda.] 

Hdqes. Habdee^s Corps,. Army op Tennessee, 

Tullahomay Tenn.j January 17, 18C3. 
Colonel : I Lave the honor to submit the following report of the 
‘^present for duty” in this army corps on the morning of the 31st of 
Bedember, 1862 : 


Breckinridge’s division : 

Brown^ [Palmer’s] brigade 1, 446 

Adams’ brigade 1, 534 

Hanson’s brigade 1, 893 

Preston’s brigade 1, 951 


Clebnrne’s division : 

Wood’s brigade ’ 1,150 

Johnson’s brigade 1, 922 

Liddell’s brigade 1, 709 

Polk’s brigade : 1 343 

6,124 


Total 12,948 


^ Discrepancies in the relative strength of the brigades of Breckin- 
ridge’s division in the present report, as compared with previous reports, 
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are explained by tbe fact that the reorganization of that division was 
perfected by several transfers of regiments only on the day previous to 
the battle of Murfreesborongh. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Ool. Geoegb William Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Hardee^s Corps, Army op Tennessee, 

Tullahoma^ April 20, 1863. 

Colonel: In obedience to instructions from headquarters of the 
army, I have the honor to forward herewith the names of officers who 
fell at the battle of Murfreesborongh, conspicuous for their valor, to be 
inscribed on the battery of Liddell’s brigade, and on one of the reserve 
batteries : 

LiddelVs iattery , — Lieut. Col. Don. McGregor, Eirst Arkansas^ Capt. 
James T. Armstrong, Company E, Sixth Arkansas 5 First. Lieut. H. C. 
CoUier, Company H, Second Arkansas, and First Lieut. H. J. McCurdy, 
Eighth Arkansas. 

Reserve Battery, — Henry C. Ewin, Forty-fourth Tennessee Eeg- 
imentj Maj. James T. McEeynolds, Thirty-seventh Tennessee Eegi- 
ment 5 Capt. E. Eldridge Wright, Wright’s battery, and Capt. Edwin 
Allen, Company 0, Twenty-sixth Tennessee Regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Col. George William Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Army of Tennessee, 


225. 

Report of Maj, Gen, John 0. BrecJcinridge, 0, 8, Army, commanding First 
Division, with appendix hy General Bragg, 

Headquarters BREORiNRrDGE’s Division, 

January — , 1863. 

I have the honor to report the operations of this division, of Lieuten- 
ant-General Hardee’s corps, in the recent battles of Stone’s River, in 
front of Murfreesborongh. 

The character and course of Stone’s River, and the nature of the ground 
in front of the town, are well known, and as the report of the general 
commanding will, no doubt, be accompanied by a sketch, it is not neces- 
sary to describe them here. 

On the morning of Sunday, December 28, the brigades moved from 
their encampments and took up line of battle about IJ miles from Mur- 
freesborough in the following order : Adams’ brigade on the right, with 
its right resting on the Lebanon road, and its left extending toward the 
ford over Stone’s River, a short distance below the destroyed bridge on 
the Nashville turnpike 5 Preston on the left of Adams 5 Palmer on the 
left of Preston, and Hanson forming the left of the line, with his left 
resting on the right bank of the river near the ford. The right of Major- 
General Withers, of Lieutenant-General Polk’s corps, rested near the 
left bank of the river aud slightly in advance of Hanson’s left. 
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Brigadier-General Jackson, having reported to me with his command, 
was i>]aced, by the direction of the lieutenant-general commanding, 
upon the east side of the Lebanon road, on commanding ground, a little 
in advance of the right of Brigadier-General Adams. 

My division formed the front line of the right wing of the army; 
Major-General Cleburne’s division, drawn up some 600 yards in rear, 
formed the second line of the same wing, while the division of Major- 
General McOown, under the immediate direction of the general com- 
manding, composed the reserve. 

My line extended from left to right' along the edge of a forest, save 
an open space of 400 yards, which was occupied by Wright’s battery, 
of Preston’s brigade, with the Twentieth Tennessee in reserve to su()- 
port it. An open field 800 yards in width extended along nearly the 
whole front of the line, and was bounded on the opposite side by a line 
of forest aimilar to that occupied by us. In the opinion of the lieuten- 
ant-general commanding (who had twice ridden carefully over the 
ground with me) and the general commanding (who had personally in- 
spected the lines), it was the strongest position the nature of the ground 
would allow. 

About 600 yards in front of Hanson’s center was an eminence which 
it was deemed important to hold. It commanded the ground sloping 
toward the river in its front and on its left, and also the plain on the 
west bank occupied bythe right of Withers’ line. Colonel [T. H.] Hunt, 
with the Forty-first Alabama, the Sixth and Ninth Kentucky, and 
Cobb’s battery, all of Hanson’s brigade, was ordered to take and hold 
this hill, which he did, repulsing several brisk attacks of the enemy, and 
losing some exoellent officers and men. A few hundred yards to the leil 
and rear of this position a small earthwork, thrown up under the direc- 
tion of Major [E. E.J Graves, my chief of artillery, was held during a 
part of the operations by Semple’s battery of Napoleon guns. 

In the afternoon of Tuesday, the 30th, I received intelligence from 
Lieutenant-General Hardee that the dmsions of Cleburne and McCowu 
were to be transferred to the .extreme left, and soon after an order came 
to me from the general commanding to hold the hill at all hazards. I 
immediately moved the remainder of Hanson’s brigade to the hill, and 
strengthened Cobb’s battery with a section from [C. L.] Lumsden’s bat- 
tery and a section from fC. H.] Slocomb’s Washington Artillery. At 
the same time Adams’ brigade was moved from the right and formed on 
the ground originally occupied by Hanson’s brigade. Jackson was 
moved to the west side of the Lebanon road, to connect with the general 
line of battle. 

All the ground east of Stone’s Kiver was now to be held by one divis- 
ion, which, in a single line, did not extend from the ford to tho Lebanon 
road. I did not change my general line, since a position in advance, 
besides being less favorable in other respects, would have widened con- 
siderably the interval between my right and the Lebanon road. Tho 
enemy did not again attack the hill with infantry, but our troops there 
continued to suffer during all the operations, from heavy shelling. Our 
artillery at that position often did good service in diverting the enemy’s 
fire from our attacking lines of infantry, and especially on Wednesday, 
the 31st, succeeded in breaking several of their formations on the west 
bank of the river. 

On the morning of Wednesday, the 31st, the battle opened on our left. 
From my fropt, information came to me from [John] Pegram’s cavalry 
force in advance that the enemy, having crossed at the fords below, 
were moving on my position in inm of battle. This proved to be inoor* 
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rect, and it is to be regretted that sufficient care was not taken by the 
authors of the reports to discriminate rumor from fact. 

About 10.30 a. m. I received, through Ool. J. Stoddard Johnston, a 
suggestion from the general commanding to move against the enemy 
instead of awaiting his attack.* I preferred to fight on the ground I 
then occupied, but supposing that the object of the general was to create 
a diversion in favor of our left, my line, except Hanson’s brigade, was 
put in motion in the direction from which the enemy was supposed to 
be advancing. We had marched about half a mile when I received, 
through Colonel Johnston, an order from the general commanding to 
send at least one brigade to the support of Lieutenant-General Polk, 
who was hard pressed, and, as I recollect, two, if I could spare them. I 
immediately sent Adams and Jackson, and at the same time suspended 
my movement, and sent forward Capt. E. M. Blackburn, with several 
of my escort, and Captain Coleman and Lieut. Thomas B. Darragh, 
of my staff, with orders to find and report with certainty the position 
and movements of the enemy. Soon after an order came from the gen- 
eral commanding to continue the movement. The line again advanced, 
but had not proceeded far when I received an order from the general 
commanding, through Colonel Johnston, repeated by Colonel Grenfell, 
to leave Hanson in position on the hill, and with the remainder of my 
command to report at once to Lieutenant-General Polk. The brigades 
of Preston and Palmer were immediately moved by the flank toward the 
ford before referred to, and the order of the general executed with great 
rapidity. 

In the meantime, riding forward to the position occupied by the gen- 
eral commanding and Lieutenant-General Polk, near the west bank of 
the river, and a little below the ford, I arrived in time to see at a distance 
the brigades of Jackson and Adams recoiling from a very hot fire of 
the enemy. I was directed by Lieutenant-General Polk to form my line, 
with its right resting on the river and its left extending across the open 
field, crossing the INashville turnpike almost at a right angle. While 
my troops were crossing the river, and getting into line, I rode forward 
with a portion of my staff*, assisted by gentlemen of the staffs of Gen- 
erals Bragg and Polk, to rally and form Adams’ brigade, which was fall- 
ing back chiefly between the turnpike and the river. Jackson, much 
cut up, had retired farther toward our left. The brigade of Brigadier- 
General Adams was rallied and placed in line across the field, behind 
a low and very imperfect breastwork of earth and rails. These brigades 
did not again enter the action that day, which, indeed, closed soon after 
with the charge of Preston and Palmer. They had suffered severely in 
an attack upon superior numbers, very strongly posted and sustained by 
numerous and powerful batteries, which had repulsed all preceding as- 
saults. The list of casualties shows the courage and determination of 
these troops. 

General Adams having received a wound while gallantly leading his 
brigade, the command devolved upon Col. E. L. Gibson, who discharged 
its duties throughout with marked courage and skill. 

Preston and Palmer being now in line, Preston on the right, Lieuten- 
ant-General Polk directed me to advance across the plain until I encount- 
ered the enemy. The right of my line rested on the river (and, from 
the course of the stream, would in advancing rest on or very near it), 
while the left touched a skirt of woods from which the enemy had been 

* I find that Colonel Johnston regarded it as an order^.bnt, as I moved at once, it is 
not materialt 
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driven during the day. At the opposite extremity of the plain a cedar- 
brake extended in front of Palmer’s whole line and two-thirds of Pres- 
ton’s line, the remaining space to the river being comparatively open, 
with commanding swells, and through this ran the railroad and turnpike 
nearly side by side. It was supposed that the enemy’s line was parallel 
to ours, but the result showed that, in advancing, our right and his left 
at the point of contact would form an acute angle. These two brigades, 
passing over the troops lying behind the rails, moved across the plain 
in very fine order under the fire of the enemy’s artillery. We had ad- 
vanced but a short distance when Colonel [T.] O’Hara (my acting ad- 
jutant-general) called my attention to a new battery in the act of taking 
position in front of our right, between the turnpike and the river. I 
immediately sent him back to find some artillery to engage the enemy’s 
battery. He found and placed in position the Washington Artillery. 
About the same time Capt. E.P. Byrne reported his battery to me, and 
received an order to take the best position he could find and engage the 
enemy. He succeeded in opening on them after our line had passed 
forward. 

A number of officers and men were killed along the whole line, but in 
this charge the chief loss fell upon Preston’s right and center. His cas- 
ualties amounted to 155. 

The Twentieth Tennessee, after driving the enemy on the right of the 
turnpike, and taking 25 prisoners, was compelled to fall back before a 
very heavy artillery and musketry fire. Colonel Smith, commanding, 
being severely wounded, but it kept the prisoners and soon rejoined the 
command. The Fourth Florida and Sixtieth North Carolina encount- 
ered serious difficulty at a burnt house (Cowan’s) on the left of the turn- 
pike from fences and other obstacles, and were, for a little while, thrown 
into some confusion. Here for several minutes they were exposed to 
a destructive and partially enfilading fire at short range of artillery 
and infantry ; but they were soon rallied by their gallant brigade com- 
mander, and, rushing with cheers across the intervening space, entered 
the cedar glade. The enemy had retired from the cedars, and was in 
position in a field to the front and right. By changing the front of the 
command slightly forward to the right, my line was brought parallel to 
that of the enemy, and was formed near the edge of the cedars. 

About this time, meeting Lieutenant-General Hardee, we went together 
to the edge of the field to examine the position of the enemy, and found 
him strongly posted in two lines of battle, supported by numerous bat- 
teries. One of his lines had the protection of the railroad cut, forming 
an excellent breastwork. We had no artillery, the nature of the ground 
forbidding its use. It was deemed reckless to attack with the force 
present. 

Night was now approaching. Presently the remainder of Lieutenant- 
General Hardee’s corps came up on the left, and, with McCown’s com- 
mand and a part of Cheatham’s, prolonged the line of battle in that 
direction. Adams’ brigade also appeared and formed on the right of 
Preston. The troops bivouacked in position. 

The commanding general, expecting an attack upon his right the next 
morning, ordered me during the night to recross the river with Palmer’s 
brigade. Before daylight Thursday morning, Palmer was in position on 
the right of Hanson. No general engagement occurred on this day, the 
troops generally being employed in replenishing the ammunition, cook- 
ing rations, and obtaining some repose. 

On Friday, January 2, being desirous to ascertain if the enemy was 
establishing himself on the east bank of the river, Lieutenant-Colonel 
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[John A.] Buckner and Major Graves, with Captain [Edward P.] Byrne’s 
battery, and a portion of the Washington Artillery, under Lieutenant 
[W.] 0. D. Vaught, went forw^ard to our line of skirmishers toward the 
right and engaged those of the enemy, who had advanced, perhaps, 1,000 
yards from the east bank of the river. They soon revealed a strong line 
of skirmishers, which was driven back a considerable distance by our 
sharpshooters and artillery, the latter firing several houses in the fields 
in which the enemy had taken shelter. At the same time, accompanied 
by Major [W. D.] Pickett, of Lieutenant-General Hardee’s staff, and by 
Maj. James Wilson, Colonel [T.] O’Hara, and Lieutenant [J. OabellJ 
Breckinridge, of my own, I proceeded toward the left of our line of skir- 
mishers, which passed through a thick wood about 500 jards in front of 
Hanson’s position and extended to the river. Directing Captain [Chris.] 
Bosche, of the Ninth, and Captain [Thomas] Steele, [jr.,] of the Eourth 
Kentucky, to drive back the enemy’s skirmishers, we were enabled to 
see that he was occui)ying with infantry and artillery the crest of a gen- 
tle slope on the east bank of the river. The course of the crest formed 
a little less than a right angle with Hanson’s line, from which the cen- 
ter of the position I was afterward ordered to attack was distant about 
1,600 yards. It extended along ground part open and part woodland. 
While we were endeavoring to ascertain the force of the enemy and the 
relation of the ground on the east bank to that on the west bank of the 
river, J received an order from the commanding general to report to him 
in person. I found him on the west bank, near the ford below the bridge, 
and received from him an order to form my division in two lines and 
take the crest I have just described with the infantry. After doing this 
I was to bring up the artillery and establish it on the crest, so as at 
once to hold it and enfilade the enemy’s lines on the other side of the 
river. Pegram and Wharton, who, with some cavalry and a battery, 
were beyond the point where my right would rest when the new line of 
battle should be formed, were directed, as the general informed me, to 
protect my right and co-operate in the attack. Captain Robertson was 
directed to report to me with his own and Semple’s batteries of Napo- 
leon guns. Captain Wright, who with his battery had been detached 
some days before, was ordered to join his brigade (Preston’s). The bri- 
gades of Adams and Preston, which were left on the west side of the 
river Wednesday night, had been ordered to rejoin me. At the moment 
of my advance, our artillery in the center and on the left was to open 
on the enemy. One gun from our center was the signal for the attack. 
The commanding general desired that the movement should be made 
with the least possible delay. 

It was now 2.30 p. m. Two of the brigades had to march about 2 
miles, the other two about 1 mile. Brigadier-General Pillow, having 
reported for duty, was assigned by the commanding general to JPalmer’s 
brigade, and that fine officer resumed command of his regiment, and was 
three times wounded in the ensuing engagement. The Ninth Kentucky 
and Cobb’s battery, under the command of Colonel Hunt, were left to 
hold the hill so often referred to. The division, after deducting the 
losses of Wednesday, the troops left on the hill, and companies on special 
service, consisted of some 4,500 men. It was drawn up in two lines — 
the first in a narrow skirt of woods, the second 200 yards in rear. Pil- 
low and Hanson formed the first line, Pillow on the right. Preston sup- 
ported Pillow, and Adams’ brigade (commanded by Colonel Gibson) 
supported Hanson. The artillery was placed in rear of the second line, 
under' orders to move with it and occupy the summit of the slope as 
soon as the infantry should rout the enemy. Feeling anxious about 
50 R R— von XXj, PT 1 
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my right, I sent two staff officers in succession to communicate with 
Pegram and Wharton, but received no intelligence up to the moment of 
assault. The interval between my left and the troops on the hill was 
already too great, but I had a battery to watch it and a small infantry 
support. There was nothing to prevent the enemy from observing nearly 
all of our movements and preparations. To reach him it was necessary 
to cross an open space 600 or 700 yards in width, with a gentle ascent. 
The river was several hundred yards in rear of his position, but departed 
from it considerably as it flowed toward his left. 

I had informed the commanding general that we would be ready to 
advance at 4 (/clock, and precisely at that hour the signal gun was heard 
from our center. Instan tly the troops moved forward at a quick step and 
in admirable order. The front line had bayonets fixed, with orders to 
deliver one volley, and then use the bayonet. The fire of the enemy’s 
artillery on both sides of the river commenced aa soon as the troops en- 
tered the open ground. When less than half the distance across the field, 
the quick eye of Colonel O’Hara discovered a force extending consider- 
ably beyond our right. I immediately ordered Major G-raves to move a 
battery to our right and open on them. He at once advanced Wright’s 
battery and effectually checked their movements. Before our line 
reached the enemy’s position his artillery fire had become heavy, accu- 
rate, and destructive. Many officers and men fell before we closed with 
their infantry, yet our brave fellows rushed forward with the utmost 
determination, and, after a brief but bloody conflict, routed both the op- 
posing lines, took 400 prisoners and several flags, and drove their artil- 
lery and the great body of their infantry across the river. Many were 
killed at the water’s edge. Their artillery took time by the forelock in 
crossing the stream. A few of our men in their ardor actually crossed 
over before they could be prevented, most of whom subsequently, mov- 
ing up under the west bank, recrossed at a ford three-quarters of a mile 
above. The second line had halted when the first engaged the enemy’s 
infantry, and laid down under orders; but very soon the casual ties in 
the first line, the fact that the artillery on the opposite bank was more 
fatal to the second line than the first, and the eagerness of the troops, 
impelled them forward, and at the decisive moment, when the opposing 
infantry was routed, the two lines had mingled into one, the only prac- 
tical inconvenience of which was that at several points the ranks were 
deeper than is allowed by a proper military formation. A strong force 
of the enemy beyond our extreme right yet remained on the east side of 
the river. Presently a new line of battle appeared on the west bank 
directly opposite our troops and opened fire, while at the same time large 
masses crossed in front of our right and advanced to the attack. We 
were compelled to fall back. As soon as our infantry had won the ridge, 
Major Graves advanced the artillery of the division ai^d opened fire. At 
the same time Captain Eobertson threw forward Semple’s battery toward 
our right, which did excellent service. He did not advance his own bat- 
tery (which was to have taken position on the left), supposing that that 
part of the field had not been cleared of the enemy’s infantry. Although 
mistaken in this, since the enemy had been driven across the river, yet 
I regard it as fortunate that the battery was not brought forward. It 
would have been a vain contest. It now appeared that the ground we 
had won was commanded by the enemy’s batteries, within easy range, 
on better ground, upon the other side of the river. I know not how 
many guns he had. He had enough to sweep the whole position from 
the front, the left, and the right, and to render it wholly untenable by 
our force present of artillery and infantry.-*- The infantry, after passing 
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the crest and descending the slope toward the river, were in some meas- 
ure protected, and suffered less at this period of the action than the 
artillery. 

We lost three guns, nearly all the horses being killed, and not having 
the time or men to draw them off by hand. One was lost because there 
was but one boy left (Private Wright, of Wright^s battery) to limber the 
piece, and his strength was unequal to it. 

The command fell back in some disorder, but without the slightest 
appearance of panic, and reformed behind Eobertson’s battery in the 
narrow skirt of timber from which we emerged to the assault. The 
enemy did not advance beyond the position in which he received our at- 
tack. My skirmishers continued to occupy a part of the field over which 
we advanced until the army retired from Murfreesborough. The action 
lasted about one hour and twenty minutes. As our lines advanced to the 
attack, several rounds of artillery were heard from our center, apparently 
directed against the enemy on the west bank of the river. 

About twilight Brigadier-General Anderson reported to me with his 
brigade, and remained in position with me until the army retired. 1 
took up the line of battle for the night a little in rear of the field over 
which weadvanced to the assault, and Captain Robertson, atmy request, 
disposed the artillery in the positions indicated for it. 

Many of the reports do not discriminate between the losses of Wed- 
nesday and Friday. The total loss in my division, exclusive of Jack- 
son’s command, is 2,140, of which I think 1,700 occurred on Friday. 
The loss of the eneuiy on this day was, I think, greater than our own, 
since he suffered immense slaughter between the ridge and the river. 

I cannot forbear to express my admiration for the courage and con- 
stancy of the troops, exhibited even after it became apparent that the 
main object could not be accomplished. Beyond the general good con- 
duct, anumber of enlisted men displayed at different periods of the action 
the most heroic bravery. I respectfully suggest that authority be given 
to select a certain number of the most distinguished in each brigade, to 
be recommended to the President for promotion. 

I cannot enumerate all the brave officers who fell, nor the living, who 
nobly did their duty ; yet I may be permitted to lament, in common 
with the army, the premature death of Brigadier-General Hanson, who 
received a mortal wound at the moment the enemy began to give way. 
Endeared to his friends by his private virtues, and to his command by 
the vigilance with which he guarded its interest and honor, he was, by 
the universal testimony of his military associates, one of the finest offi- 
cers that adorned the service of the Confederate States. Upon his fall 
the command devolved on Colonel [R. P.] Trabue, who in another organ- 
ization had long and ably commanded most of the regiments composing 
the brigade. 

I cannot close without expressing my obligations to the gentlemen of 
my staff. This is no formal acknowledgment. I can never forget that 
during all the operations they were ever prompt and cheerful by night 
and day in conveying orders, conducting to their positions regiments and 
brigades, rallying troops on the field, and, indeed, in the discharge of 
every duty. 

It gives me pleasure to name Lieutenant-Colonel Buckner, assistant 
adjutant-general, who was absent on leave, but returned upon the first 
rumor of battle 5 Colonel O’Hara, acting adjutant-general 5 Lieutenant 
[J. Cabell] Breckinridge, aide-de-camp; Major Graves, chief of artillery 
(twice wounded and his horse shot under him); Major [James] Wilson, 
assistant inspector-general (horse shot); Captain [Charles] Semple, 
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ordnance officer^ Lieutenant Darragh (severel^^ wounded). Captains 
Martin and Colenjan, of my volunteer staff, were active and efficient. 
The former had his horse killed under liini. 

Drs. J. F. Heustis and [John E.] Pendleton [Ninth Kentucky In- 
fantry], chief surgeon and medical inspector, were unremitting in atten- 
tion to the wounded. Dr. Stanhope Breckinridge, assistant surgeon, 
accompanied my headquarters and pursued his duties through the fire 
of Wednesday. Mr. Buckner and Mr. Zantzinger, of Kjentucky, at- 
tached themselves to me for the occasion, and were active and zealous. 

Oapt. E. M. Blackburn, commanding my escort, ever cool and vigi- 
lant, rendered essential service and made several bold reconnaissances. 
Charles Chotard, of the escort, acting as my orderly on Wednesday, 
displayed much gallantry and intelligence. 

The army retired before daybreak on the morning of January 4. My 
division, moving on the Manchester road, was the rear of Hardee’s corps. 
The Ninth Kentucky, Forty -first Alabama, and Cobb’s battery, all under 
the command of Colonel Hunt, formed a special rear guard. The en- 
emy did not follow us. 

My acknowledgments are due to Col. J. Stoddard Johnston, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brent, and Lieutenant-Colonel Garner, of General Bragg’s 
staff*, and to Major Pickett, of Lieutenant-General Hardee’s staff*, for 
services on Friday, January 2. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


Maj. T. B. Roy, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


APPENDIX BY OBNERAL BRAXTON BRAOO TO THE REPORT OP MAJOR- 
GENERAL BRECKINRIDGE. 

First. A note dated 10,10 o’clock, December 31, saying, “The enemy 
are undoubtedly advancing upon me.” 

Second. A note dated 11.30 a. m., December 31, in reply to what he 
calls in his report “ a suggestion from the commanding general,” in which 
he says, I am obeying i/our order but expressing the opinion that the 
move would expose him “ to a heavy force of the enemy advancing from 
Black’s” (on Lebanon road). 

Third. A note dated 12.50 o’clock, January 1, 1803 (an error for De- 
cember 31, 1862, the day it was received), correcting previous report as 
follows: “ It is not certain the enemy is advancing upon me in two lines,” 
&c., and requesting the two brigades asked as re-enforcements against 
an imaginary danger be held where he could get them. The hour of this 
note shows, too, an advance of half a mile (see report) in one hour and 
twenty minutes. 

Fourth. A note dated 7 p. m., December 31, an apiilication to re-en- 
force Hanson in his isolation. 

Fifth. An order to Brigadier-General Pegram, commanding cavalry, 
indorsed “received,” directing the cavalry to join in the attack to be 
made by General Breckinridge. 

It is stated in the general’s report that he was informed the cavalry 
was to attack with him; that he failed to communicate with it, yet re- 
ported he would be ready precisely at 4 o’clock, and did attack at that 
hour with nearly a third of his force absent. 
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the stone’s eivee campaign. 

The tabular statement Ko. 7,* February 8, 1863, accompanying my 
report of the battle, shows the force of this division on Wednesday, De- 
cember 31, to have been 7,053. The loss of Wednesday, the 31st, was 
730, not 440, as made by the division commander; and the loss on Fri- 
day, the 2d, was 1,338, not 1,700. The loss of Wednesday, 440, stated 
by the division commander, deducted from his whole strength, leaves 
6,613. Deducting again the regiment and battery he was ordered to 
leave out, and adding the two batteries of Captain Eobertson, leaves 
him still over 6,000 infantry and artillery, instead of 4,500, with which 
he says he made the attack; and, correcting his error in making the 
loss too small on Wednesday and too large on Friday, he still has un- 
derrated his force by more than one-fourth. 

BBAXTON EEAGG, 
General^ Commanding, 


[Inclosnre No. 1.] 

Decemeee 31, 1862 — 10.10 a. m. 
General Beagg, Commanding I'orces : 

The enemy are undoubtedly advancing upon me. The Lebanon road 
is unprotected, and I have no troops to fill out my line to it. 

JOHN C. BEECKINEIDGE. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Deoembee 31, 1862 — 11.30 a. m. 

General Bragg : 

General : I am obeying your order, but my left is now engaged with 
the enemy, and if I advance my whole line farther forward and still re- 
tain communication' with my left, it will take me clear away from the 
Lebanon road, and expose my right and that road to a heavy force of 
the enemy advancing from Black’s. 

JOHN 0. BEEOKINEIDGE, 

Major General, 


On the above was the following indorsement : 

Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 

Tullahoma, Tenn,, March 6, 1863. 

The order of which General Breckinridge acknowledges the receipt in 
his note to General Bragg, of which the within is a copy, was borne and 
duly delivered by me. 

J. STODDAED JOHNSTON, 
Colonel, Aide-de-Camjp to General Commanding, 


[Inclosxire No. 3.] 

Headquarters Breckinridge’s DrvisioN, 

In the Field, January 1, 1863 — 12.60 o’clock. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Brent, 

• Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Colonel ; It is not certain that the enemy are advancing upon mo 
in two lines. General Pegram promised to report the true condition of 


See luclosure C to Bragg^s report, p. 674. 
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things. The two brigades you ordered to me might he held at the ford 
of the river, subject to farther developments. If necessary, I could get 
them into position from that point before the enemy could reach me. 
Very respectfully, 

JOHF 0. BEEOKINEIDGE, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure Ifo. 4.] 

HEADQTJAETEES BEECKINErDaE’S Diyision, 

In the Field, December 31, [1862] — 7 p. m. 

Q-eneral Beaxton Beagg-, 

Commanding Amny of Tennessee : 

Geneeal : When I crossed the river this evening with two brigades, 
I left General Hanson^s brigade holding the hill already designated bn 
the commanding position in front of my division. I have the honor now 
to report that Hanson’s brigade is still in the same position, with three 
batteries, isolated from the balance of the army. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN C. BREOKINEIDGE. 


[Inclosure Eo. 5.] 

Headquaeteks in the Field, 

[January] 2, [1863] — 1 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Pegeam : 

Geneeal : The general is about moving to take by force a position 
between Hower’s house and the right of our line, on the [this] side of 
the river. General Wharton will be there. You will arrange and dis- 
pose your comm'and in the vicinity of Hower’s, so as to co-operate with 
this movement. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE WM. BRENT, 
Assistant Adj%itant-Oeneral. 


Received. 


[Indorsement.] 

JOHJSr PEGEAM, 
Brigadier- General. 


S. Cooper, 


[Addenda.] 

Headqtjaetees Beeokineidg-e’s Division, 

Tullahoma^ Tenn., March 31, 1863. 


Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Ya, : 


SiE : Two days ago I read General Braxton Bragg’s official report of 
the battles of Stone’s River, before Murfreesborough, and, after a proper 
time for reflection, I think it my duty to send you this communication. 

I cannot conceal from myself the fact that so much of the report as 
refers .to my conduct and that of my command (except some general 
compliments to the courage of a portion of my troops on Wednesday, ^ 
31st of December) is in tone and spirit a thorough disparagement of 
both. This tone runs through all its parts, and lies like a broad founda- 
tion underneath the whole. At the same time the narrative of events 
is made to sustain the general spirit. 

While the report of the commanding general fails, as 1 think, to do 
justice to the behavior of my division on Friday, the 2d of January, yet 
its strictures are chiefly leveled at my own conduct as an officer during 
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all the operations. By direct statement, and by unmistakable innuendo, 
it is throughout a reflection upon my capacity and conduct. 

Without referring to its contents in detail, I have to say, in respectful 
terms, that neither its material statements nor its equally material in- 
nuendoes can be maintained by proof 5 that its omission of important 
facts creditable to my division and myself is as remarkable as many of 
its affirmative statements 5 in a -word, that in spirit and substance it is 
erroneous and unjust. 

I trust that nothing in the foregoing expressions passes the limit of 
military propriety, and that plainness of statement will be pardoned to 
one who, even under the weight of superior military censure, feels that 
both he and his command have deserved well of their country. Having 
met the commanding general repeatedly on the field, and on three occa- 
sions in council, during the progress of the operations, without receiv- 
ing from him the least indication of dissatisfaction with my conduct, I 
was not prepared to see a report, bearing a subsequent date, containing 
representations at variance with these significant facts. Kor was my 
surprise lessened when I observed that it was written after a correspond- 
ence with his corps and division commanders (I being one of the latter), 
in which he invokes their aid to sustain him, and speaks of them as 
officers “ upon whom I [he] have ever relied as upon a foundation of 
rock.” 

The commanding general, having written and forwarded his report 
before receiving those of his subordinate commanders, could have de- 
rived no assistance in its preparation from those usual official aids to 
the commander-in-chief 5 and since his position on the field prevented 
him from seeing many of the movements, especially those of Friday, 
the 2d of January, it much concerns all affected by his statements to 
know something of those other, and to them unknown, sources of infor- 
mation to which he has given the sanction of his influence and rank as 
the head of the army. 

I have felt that it would be improper in a paper of this character to enter 
ux)on a detailed vindication 5 yet in view of the fact that the casualties 
of war may at any time render an investigation impossible, I hope that 
it has not been improper for me to place on record this general protest 
against the injurious statements and inferences of the commanding gen- 
eral, particularly since, not anticipating his censures, I may not have 
been sufficiently minute in portions qf my own report. 

And in regard to the action of Friday, the 2d of January, upon which 
the commanding general heaps so much criticism, I have to say, with 
the utmost confidence, that the failure of my troops to hold the position 
which they carried on that occasion was due to no fault of theirs or of 
mine, but to the fact that we were commanded to do an impossible 
thing. My force was about 4,500 men. Of these, 1,700 heroic spirits 
stretched upon that bloody field, in an unequal struggle against three 
divisions, a brigade, and an overwhelming concentration of artillery, 
attested our efforts to obey the order. 

I have the honor to request that a court of inquiry be appointed^to 
assemble at the earliest time consistent with the interests of the service, 
and clothed with the amplest powers of investigation. Of course, I 
%do not desire the interests of the service to be prejudiced in the least 
degree by any matter of secondary importance ; accordingly, while an 
early investigation would be grateful to my feelings, I can cheerfully 
await the time deemed best by the proper authority. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN 0. BEECKINEIDGE, 
Major-General^ Provisional Army Confederate States, 
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Headqdaeteks Beeokineedge’s Division, 

liear Hoover^s Gap, Tenn., May 6, 1863. 

S. COOEEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 

Sie: Early in April last,* and immediately after reading General 
Bragg’s ofBLcial report of the battles before Mnrfreesborough, I had the 
honor to address a brief letter to you, protesting against its representa- 
tions in regard to my command and myself, and asking for a court of 
inquiry. 1 have received no answer to that letter, and it may be that 
the interests of the service will prevent the early assembling of a court. 
In the mean time General Bragg’s report has appeared in print, and 
will be read by many thousands in all parts of the Confederacy. Under 
these circumstances, I have to request, in respectful, but earnest, terms, 
that my letter, asking for a court, may be published, as an act of simple 
justice to myself and my division. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHK 0. BEECKINEIDGE, 
Major-General, Provisional Army, Confederate States. 


Abstraot from report of ordnance and ordnance stores, on hand and required, of Major-Gen- 
eral Sreekinridge's division, Bardeds corps, Army of Tennessee, January 11, 1863. 


Brigades. 

Total enlisted present. 

On hand. 

To be supplied, percus- 
sion muskets, cali- 
ber .64. 

Percussion mus- 
kets, cahber .69. 

Eifle muskets, 
caliber .58. 

Enfield rifles, cali- 
bers .57 and .58. 

Mississippi rifles. 


3,485 
1,297 
1, 202 
1, 594 

455 

608 

881 

190 


678 
189 
855 
1, 052 



r--T ................... 

Pillow’s r -r - 

296 

1 

41 


Pr^atoTi^s ... ........................... 


Trftbn^>’« ....... ... 



Total ........................................... 




6,578 

2,134 

296 

2, 224 

42 

882; 



EBMAEKS. ■ 

1 cannot acconnt for tlie want of so many guns otherwise than the wanton carelessness of the troopsj 
In leaving them on the field or throwing them away whilst on the retreat. The excuse the officers give 
is that several arms were put in wagons and lost by being misplaced. I have also to report the absence^ 
of two regiments, the Ninth Kentucky, at Manchester, and the Thirty-second Tennessee, at Wartraoe^ 
the wants of which regiments I am unable to report. 

EespeotfoUy submitted. CHAELBS SEMPLE, 

Ordnance Officer, 

Captain O’Eaea, Assistant Adjutant-General^ SrecHnridge^s Division. 


Ko. 226. 

Report of Brigs Qeyis Daniel W. Adams, (7. 8. Army, commanding First 

Brigade^ 

Atlanta, Ga., January 12, 1863. 

Colonel : Owing to a slight wound which I received in the left arm,, 
I have not been able to report sooner the part taken by my brigade ini 
the engagement before Murfreesborough on the 31st ultimo. 


See letter of March 31, p. 790. 
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I now have the honor to report that my brigade, consisting of the 
Thirteenth and Twentieth Louisiana Begiments, consolidated into the 
Thirteenth, under command of Col. E. L. Gibson ; of the Sixteenth and 
Twenty-fifth Louisiana Eegiments, consolidated into the Sixteenth, 
under the command of Col. S. W. Fisk ; of the Thirty-second Alabama 
Eegiment, under command of Lieut. Col. Harry [Henry] Maury; of two 
companies of Louisiana sharpshooters, under command of Maj. J. E. 
Austin, and of the Fifth Company, Washington Artillery, commanded 
by Lieutenant Vaught, was ordered from the right of General Breckin- 
ridge’s division, to which it belonged, to cross Stone’s Eiver, where I 
was directed to report to Lieutenant-General Polk. In obedience to this 
order, received from the commanding general, I crossed the river at the 
ford above the Nashville pike, and finding Lieutenant-General Polk, 
reported to him in person, and received from him an order to take a 
battery of the enemy, which was some 700 or 800 yards in advance of 
the ford where I had crossed the river, and on an eminence between the 
Nashville pike and the river. I immediately formed the infantry of my 
brigade in line of battle in the open plain near the river, and advanced 
until reaching a place known as Cowan’s house, on the pike, where I 
found the burnt ruins of a large brick house, a close picket fence, and a 
deep cut in the railroad, which ran parallel with the pike, and thorough 
and broken ground on the river bank, presented such serious obstacles 
as prevented my continuing to advance in line of battle. I therefore 
moved the First (or Colonel Gibson’s) Battalion by the right flank 
through a gateway in the direction of the river, and formed it in line of 
battle, with its right resting on the river. I then moved the Second (or 
Colonel Fisk’s) Battalion in column of companies up the pike until clear 
of the obstacles, where I had it formed in line of battle, with its right 
resting on the railroad. The Thirty-second Alabama, having moved by 
the left flank so as to avoid the burnt buildings, was again formed in 
line on the left of Colonel Fisk’s battalion. • Line being again formed, 
I gave the command to charge the battery, which was promptly exe- 
cuted. 

As the men approached che brow of the hill, they came' fully in view 
and range of the enemy’s guns, and were checked by a terrible fire from 
his artillery, posted on the second elevation, about 150 or 200 yards dis- 
tant. At my repeated command, however, they continued to advance 
until the enemy opened with a battery from, a cedar thicket on my left, 
and what appeared to be a brigade of infantry, and at the same time 
they commenced moving down the river in force, ai)parently to get in 
rear of my command. Under these circumstances, I continued the fight 
for a period of about one hour, in which my men fought most gallantly 
and nobly. Finding that I was overpowered in numbers, with a force 
of infantry on my front, on my right, and on my left, supporting a bat- 
tery of some fifteen or twenty guns, strongly posted in the cedar thicket 
on the second eminence on my front, and that my men were being rap- 
idly killed and wounded, and the effort to turn my right likely to prove 
successful, I had reluctantly to give the command to fall back. Owing 
to the obstacles before mentioned, some confusibn and disorder was cre- 
ated in falling back, which caused some delay in reforming the brigade, 
much to my regret. The conduct, however, of the officers and men in 
making the charge and holding the position as long as they did deserves 
the highest praise. JTo greater courage or determination could have 
been displayed. 

At one tirne during the engagement a portion of the enemy’s line in 
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my front faltered and gave way under the well-directed fire and con- 
tinued advance of my brigade, and I had strong hopes of success, and 
pressed the command forward, but the enemy was promptly re-enforced; 
and, finding it wholly impracticable to take this battery, supported, as 
it was, on the right and left by heavy forces of infantry and having in 
its rear apparently the whole Federal Army from which to draw re- 
enforcements, I was convinced it was more than any brigade could 
accomplish, and full work for a division, well directed. 

My loss in this engagement and that of Friday succeeding was, killed, 
wounded, and missing (ofiScers and men), 728. The exact proportion of 
killed and wounded I could not ascertain. 

In this engagement of Wednesday and the succeeding one of Friday, 
the Fifth Company of Washington Artillery, Lieutenant Yaught com- 
manding, was detached, but did important and essential service. 

Among the killed I have to report and to regret the death of Col. S 
W. FisL who fell gallantly leading bis battalion in the charge. He was 
a worthy, brave, and gallant officer. Lieut. Col. H, Maury was wounded 
in the side by a minie ball while leading his men, with his colors in his 
hand, and deserves praise for his gallant conduct. Colonel Gibson, 
Major [Charles] Guillet, and Major [F. C.j Zacharie all displayed com- 
mendable coolness and gallantry. Lieutenant [John L.] Chandler, ad- 
jutant of the Thirty-second Alabama, also deserves great praise for his 
courage and coolness under the trying circumstances in which he was 
placed. Capt. Emile P. Guillet, my adjutant, continued with me and 
was of very great service, displaying undaunted courage, and, notwith- 
standing he received a severe wound in his left arm, continued on the 
field in the discharge of his duties. 

So far as my observation extended, all company officers remained 
firmly at thefr posts, and conducted themselves with courage, gallantry, 
and coolness. 

From the effects of a wound, received from, a piece of shell, in my left 
arm, I found myself unable to take the field on the following day, and 
my brigade was, therefore, placed under command of Col. E. L. Gibson, 
he being senior officer, who has, doubtless, already made his report of 
the engagement of Friday, the 2d instant. 

Very respectfully, 

HANL. W. ADAMS, 

Brigadier- General^ Comdg, Adams^ Brig,^ Breckinridge^ s Div»j 

Sardee^s Corps^ Army of Tennessee. 

Colonel [T.] O^Haea, 

Actmg Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Indorsement.] 


Colonel : Brig, Gen. D. W. Adams, being absent, requests me by 
letter to state that his report was written before he had received the 
reports of his subordinate commanders, and that he desired especially 
to make special mention of Capt. M. O. Tracy, acting major ; Lieut. H. 
H. Bein, adjutant, and Capt. T. M. Eyan, of the Thirteenth Louisiana 
Volunteers, and Captain [Thomas W.j Peyton, of the battalion of sharp- 
shooters, who was severely wounded, for gallant conduct. 

EANDALL LEE GIBSOI^', 
Colonel, Commanding Adams^ Brigade. 
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No. 227. 

Be^orts of Col. Bandall L. Gibson^ Thirteenth Louisiana Infantry, com- 
manding Thirteenth and Twentieth Begimmts and Adams^ brigade. 

Tullahoma, Tenn.j January 11, 1863. 

Sir : I beg leave to submit tlie following report of tbe part taken by 
the Thirteenth and Twentieth Louisiana Eegiments in the action of 
31st: 

We were posted on the right of Adams’ brigade, the right of the regi- 
ment resting near the river, and the two left companies overlapping the 
rail track. We advanced in line of battle until we reached the houses 
destroyed by fire, and the point at which the ground swelled into a con- 
siderable hill, stretching toward the line of the enemy, and where the 
river turned off quite abruptly to the right. We here halted, in order 
that disposition might be made to pass the obstacles in front of us. The 
regiments next to the Thirteenth and Twentieth (the Sixteenth and 
Twenty-fifth) having been thrown into column, we then advanced up 
the ascent, leaving quite an unoccupied space between the right and 
the river. Ascending the elevated position^ I discovered the enemy 
moving troops rapidly up the river, on our right, and placing them also 
in ambush in the corn-field on our front. Riding to the rail track, I saw, 
not more than 50 yards distant, a line of battle of the enemy, using the 
embankment as a breastwork and to conceal them from our troops on 
the low ground to our left. The line of battle on the rail track, as the 
line of battle along the river bank, was at right angles to our advancing 
line, and the enemy reserved his- fire until the command was flanked. So 
soon as I discovered the disposition of the enemy, I rode across the rail- 
road and informed General Adams. It was, however, too late to accom- 
plish a timely change in our position. Moreover, from the moment of 
our advance, in the face of the enemy, his artillery had kept a constant 
fire upon us, while the fire of his infantry was reserved, rendering it 
more difficult, in addition to the broken nature of the ground, to make 
new dispositions. The first fire we received was from the river bank, 
and directed upon the infirmary corps of the regiment, posted consider- 
ably in our rear. I immediately moved the regiment double-quick by 
the right flank toward the river, but, finding a front as well as a flank- 
ing fire open upon us, I commanded a halt, and determined to contest 
the field. The right of the regiment stood firm for a few minutes, but 
under the combined fires gave way. The men naturally faced the direc- 
tion in which the severest fire came, and this caused some confusion. 
We were enabled to hold the left in its position, the fence in its front 
affording some protection. I felt the necessity of holding our position 
until the balance of the brigade, already falhng back, should pass the 
point at which the enemy was pressing us on the right. Should this 
be prematurely lost, there had been a very much larger force than the 
rest of the brigade, with every advantage of position, covering its entire 
front and enveloping its right flank. I called upon Major [ J . E.] Austin 
to form on my line and assist in its defense. In a few moments he 
disposed his battalion of sharpshooters as I suggested. We were suc- 
cessful in holding the high ground on the right of the railroad until the 
left portion of the brigade, driven back by a storm of artillery and in- 
fantry fire on its front and flank, had reached a point beyond our line. 
The ground was much broken. A continuous line of battle could not 
be formed on the hiU, and this was one of the main reasons why there 
was some apparent irregularity in falling back. 
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I should do injustice to the ofQcers and men of the Thirteenth and 
Twentieth Louisiana Eegiments did I not state that they displayed the 
best qualities as soldiers. It is difScult for troops to stand Arm against 
great odds, under a heavy fire from the front and on the flank. This 
was not only done for some minutes, but at the outset, and until the 
full force of the enemy was developed on our right flank, we drove back 
his line on our front, charging beyond the fence in the corn-field and 
rescuing the colors of some Confederate regiment which had previously 
engaged the enemy in this position, and whose dead marked plainly its 
line of battle. I send the colors, that y ou may return them to the gal- 
lant regiment whose brave dead spoke its eulogy. 

Maj. Charles Guillet, commanding the right, contributed very much to 
steady this exposed flank of the command, acting as lieutenant-colonel. 

lam chiefly indebted to Oapt. M.O. Tracy, acting major, and in charge 
of the left wing, for the steadiness with which it moved forward, and for 
its handsome behavior on retiring. This ofBcer has been mentioned in 
every report of various battles in which the Thirteenth Louisiana Eegi- 
ment has been engaged— Shiloh, Farmington, Perry ville ; and having 
lost his leg in this action, I would especially commend him to the favor- 
able consideration of our superior officers. 

To Captains King, Bishop, and Kyan the praise of having borne them- 
selves with great efficiency and marked courage is especially due. 

Adjt. Hugh H. Bein acted with becoming coolness and efficiency, and 
to the color-bearer, Sergt. Eoger Tammure, and Sergt. Maj. John Far- 
rell great credit is due for the disregard of personal danger and soldierly 
conduct. 

We moved to the rear of our artilleryj’and were no longer on that day 
under the infantry fire of the enemy. Lieutenants [Charles J.] Hepburn 
and [E. O.] Smith were killed in this action. They were brave and de- 
voted young soldiers. 

A reference to the list ♦ of casualties will show the heavy loss sustained 
in this action. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

EANDALL LEE GIBSOH, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. E. P. Guillet, Assistant Adjutant- Qmeral. 


Hdqes. Adams’ Beig-ade, Beeckineidge’s Division, 

Haedee’s Ooeps, Aemy oe Tennessee, 

Tullahoma, Tenn., January 18, 1863. 

Sie: On Friday, January 2, while in command of Adams’ brigade — 
consisting of the Thirteenth Louisiana Volunteers, Maj. Charles Guillet 
commanding; Sixteenth Louisiana Volunteers, Maj. Frank [O.j Zacha- 
rie commanding ; Thirty-second Alabama, Col. Alexander McKinstry, 
and a battalion or sharpshooters, Maj. J. B. Austin — I was ordered from 
the left to report to Major-General Breckinridge, our division commander. 
Crossing the river, I was placed in position by Colonel O’Hara, of the 
general’s staff, about 160 yards in the rear of Brigadier-General Han- 
son’s brigade, as a supporting line. We advanced as soon as the first 
line moved forward, preserving our.distance until the first lino became 
fully engaged, when I halted the brigade, the left resting upon the river. 
I ordered the officers and men to lie down, and to cover themselves from 
the batteries of the enemy on the opposite side of the river, whose fire 


* Emliodied in No. 191, p. 678. 
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we were drawing. I then went forward to consult with Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Hanson as to the particular moment when the second line should 
be moved up to his support, and thus to avoid confusion. 1 had hardly 
reached him when he was struck, and, I observed, too seriously wounded 
to entertain the matter I desired to see him about. The first line was 
already beginning to yield and some of the men falling back, when I at 
once ordered the advance of the second line. I ordered the Thirteenth 
Louisiana Volunteers to oblique to the right, and sent Captain [A. A.] 
Lipscomb to order Major Zacharie, commanding Sixteenth Louisiana 
Volunteers, also to move forward. I went forward with the right regi- 
ment, moving it rapidly into the woods, and we soon engaged the enemy 
under very heavy and steady fire. I presumed that the left regiment was 
coming up under cover of the bank of the river. Our battery moved up 
to the position we vacated on the bank of the river, in the open field near 
some houses that had been destroyed by fire. The Thirteenth Louisi- 
ana Volunteers, Major Guillet, went into action in perfect order and 
succeeded in driving the enemy a considerable distance into the woods. 
Perceiving that the troops on our right were falling back, and that our 
own losses, especially in officers, were very heavy, 1 went to the river 
and found that the Sixteenth Louisiana Volunteers had crossed the river, 
and was moving up the stream. It then became evident that the Thir- 
teenth Louisiana Volunteers, which was maintaining its position with 
great steadiness, and on which the enemy was gradually closing, should 
be retired. Its position was such that in falling back we had to leave 
nearly all of the wounded in the woods. In several instances those who 
were bearing the wounded off were shot as soon as they entered the 
cleared field. Fourteen officers out of the twenty-eight who were in the 
action were wounded just here, and several of them were dangerously 
injured. Some companies were left without officers, and many of the 
men put down as missing were killed or wounded in this position. 

The battalion of Louisiana sharpshooters and the Thirty-second Ala- 
bama were left, in obedience to the orders of Major-General Breckin- 
ridge, as a reserve, and to the iiosition occupied by them the balance of 
the brigade was collected. 

Major Zacharie’s position, taken under a mistake of orders, on the 
opposite side of the river, enabled him to drive in the skirmishers of the 
enemy and to hold him in check at this particular ford in front of our 
batteries for some time. 

The inclosed report * of the casualties will show with what devotion 
this command stood by its colors and contested the field with the enemy. 

I would make especial mention of the gallant conduct of Maj. Charles 
Guillet, Captains Lipscomb, Kyan, and [J. M.] King, of the Thirteenth 
Louisiana Volunteers. 

I have the honor to remain, colonel, your obedient servant, 

EAKDALL LEE GIBSOjS', 
Colonel, Commanding Adama^ Brigade. 

Col. T. O’Hara, Acting Asaistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Adams’ Brigade, 
Breckinridge’s Division, Hardee’s Corps, 

Near Tullahoma, Tenn., January 24, 1863. 
Sir: On Friday, January 2, while in command of Adams’ brigade, 1 
was ordered from the cedar brake on the left, where I was reporting to 
Brigadier- General Preston, commanding division of two brigades, to 
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report to Major-General Breckinridge, our division commander, on the 
right of Stone’s Eiver. I was placed in position by yourself about 150 
yards in the rear of Brigadier-General Hanson’s brigade as a support- 
ing line in the charge to be made. In obedience to orders from General 
Breckinridge, I posted a reserve, consisting of the Thirty-second Ala- 
bama, Colonel MoKinstry, and a battalion of Louisiana sharpshooters 
(Major Austin), under the command of Colonel McKinstry, in the posi- 
tion occupied by the second line when formed originally. These dis- 
positions had hardly been effected when the general advance began, 
and I immediately moved forward my line, consisting of the Thirteenth 
Louisiana (consolidated) Ee^ment, Major Guillet, and the Sixteenth 
Louisiana (consolidated) Eegiment, Major Zacharie. 

The interval between the first and second lines was very well pre- 
served until the first became generally engaged with the enemy, when 
I at once halted the second line and ordered the ofdcers and men to lie 
down, so as to cover them from the enemy’s batteries, whose fire we 
were drawing. We drove in his skirmishers from the opposite side of 
the river. I then rode forward to the first line, to consult with General 
Hanson as to the particular moment when the second line should come 
to his support. I had scarcely reached him when he was struck, and, I 
observed, so seriously wounded as to disable him from conferring with 
me. 1 determined not to engage the second line until the first gave way. 
General Hanson had hardly fallen, however, when his line began to show 
symptoms of yielding, and after a few moments many of his men were 
falling to the rear. I saw that they needed support, and, going back 
to the second line, instantly ordered the right regiment (Thirteenth 
Louisiana Volunteers, Major Guillet) to move by the right flank, in 
order to avoid the river, toward which we were marching, and then to 
advance in line of battle toward the woods, and, having my horse dis- 
abled by a wound iu riding back, I dispatched Captain Lipscomb to 
give the same order to Major Zacharie, commanding Sixteenth Louisiana 
Volunteers, already under the bank. I moved rapidly forward the 
right regiment, and soon engaged the enemy under heavy fire. I pre- 
sumed that the Sixteenth was moving under the river bank on our left, 
as had been the jiermanent arrangement, and in accordance with the 
special order sent by Captain Lipscomb. The woods were full of troops, 
apparently in great confusion. Many of these formed on our line, and we 
advanced, driving the enemy before us beyond a ravine, on the farther 
side of which was a picket fence. This ravine was filled with men 
broken from their commands, who were sheltered from the enemy, but 
such was their confusion that they could accomplish nothing against 
him. 1 formed the fighting line on the near side of the ravine, on the 
lower side of the crest, and, by a well-directed volley poured into the 
advancing line of the enemy, broke and dispersed it. When this first 
compact line gave way, there was a momentai-y lull, a suspension of fire, 
and we prepared to charge, but, as if in the twinkle of an eye, another 
line of the enemy, extending far beyond our right, assumed the lost posi- 
tion . This was dispersed. Presently a number of skirmishers appeared 
on our right, and we were fired upon from the left, on the opposite side 
of the river. The men in the ravine broke to the rear under these fires, 
that were aimed chiefly at them, and from which they appeared to suffer. 
There was perpetual skirmishing from the moment we entered the woods. 
Again another line came on our front, which engaged us. I observed 
that our own right had given way, going through the open field on the 
right of ns to the rear. I moved to our extreme left and saw the enemy 
were in heary lines on the opposite bank, and already beginning to 
cross. I saw at once thabwe would be envdoped on the right and left. 
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I ordered my command to fall back. It was a matter of doubt whether 
this could be accomplished successfully. Scarcely any one could enter 
the open field to our right and rear without being shot down either by 
the infantry or by the batteries of the enemy. 

I should observe that from the moment we approached the elevated 
ground near the river, the batteries of the enemy, posted on the opposite 
side, poured into our ranks without intermission. As soon as he was 
driven from the high ground on this side, his batteries played upon it. 
His batteries and infantry concentrated on every spot from which he 
was driven. It was for this reason that after a sharp conflict of thirty 
minutes, and having won the position, we were forced to abandon it; 
and this accounts, too, for the extraordinary loss we sustained, and for 
the fact that nearly all our wounded and killed were left on the field. 
Under my own observation several parties bearing off wounded officers 
were shot down as soon as they entered the open field. Many, therefore, 
of those put down as missing were killed or wounded in this affair. 
Out of 28 officers who went into the fight 14 were wounded, and most 
of them severely, and, as the event may prove, I fear mortally. This 
was in the Thirteenth Louisiana Volunteers, Maj. Charles Guillet, of 
whose conduct I cannot speak in terms too high. 

The regiment behaved throughout like veterans. Captains Eyan, 
Lipscomb, King, Bishop, and [John] McGrath, and Lieutenant [D. C.j 
Levy displayed distinguished steadiness and courage. The loss of this 
regiment in two short actions, lasting both together not more than an 
hour, was 19 officers and 332 men killed, wounded, and missing, losing 
as many as some brigades. 

Major Zacharie’s position, taken under a mistake of orders, enabled 
him to drive in the skirmishers of the enemy and to hold him in check 
in front of our batteries for some time. After entering the woods, the 
fire of our own batteries, together with that of the enemy just opposite, 
and the immediate development of infantry in heavy force along the 
opposite bank below him, prevented any orders of mine from reaching 
him or his joining us. He moved up the river, recrossed, and joined 
the reserve. I assembled the whole command on this line and held our 
position until our battery was secured, and we moved, in obedience to 
orders, on the right of Brigadier-General Preston^s brigade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EANDALL LEE GIBSOK, Colonel^ Commanding. 

Col. T. O’Hara, Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Addenda.] 


Abstract from morning rciiort of Adams^ brigade. Col, B, L, Gibson commanding, January 

8 , 1863 . 


Command. 

Present for 
duty. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Aggregate last re- 
turn. 

Officers. 

Men. 

TTif^ld fttid RtafP .......................... 

4 


4 

7 

7 

3*(Vl A 

ns 

380 

261 

643 


18tli and 20th Louisiana 

35 

881 

452 

834 

999 

16th and 25th Louisiana 

25 

440 1 

530 


1,075 

Austin’s (Louisiana) battalion 

5 

121 

148 

181 

185 

Slocomb’s (Louisiana) battery 

5 

332 

138 

161 

162 


70 

1,254 

1,683 

2,840 

2,428 

, 
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Report of Lieut. Col Renry Maury^ Thirty-second Alabama Infantry. 


Tullahoma, Tenn., January 12, 18C3. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
borne by the Thirty-second Alabama Infantry, under my command, in 
this brigade, in the battle of Wednesday, December 31, 1862, before 
Murfreesborough: 

We were placed on the left of the line of battle, the right of the bri- 
gade resting near Stone’s Eiver, and advanced in line under severe fire 
of artillery until nearly up with the burnt buildings, known, I believe, 
as Cowan’s, when we were ordered to move by the right flank some 300 
yards. Immediately afterward I was ordered to advance in line toward 
the enemy, leaving sufficient space on my right for the deployment of 
Colonel Fisk’s regiment (Sixteenth Louisiana), which had been thrown 
into column of companies. In this order we advanced beyond the 
fences surrounding the burnt buildings under a very destructive cross- 
fire of artillery and small-arms, and, owing to a picket fence on my left, 
there was not quite room for the Sixteenth Louisiana to deploy, causing 
a temporary confusion, which, however, was speedily remedied by Gen- 
eral Adams. At this point we commenced firing, but finding that it 
was not efficient on account of the excellent cover of the enemy, 1 or- 
dered the regiment to cease firing and charge. At this moment we 
were exposed not only to the sweeping fire in front, but to a withering 
fire of musketry and grape from the cedar brake on our left, not more 
than 200 yards distant, and also a severe fire from the right, under 
which my "men fell rapidly. Before we had advanced far I received a 
wound which disabled me for the time, and at the same moment we re- 
ceived the order to fall back, which, as far as I could see, was done in 
good order. 

After having had my wound dressed, I gathered what was left of the 
regiment, which had suffered very severely (as will be seen by the ac- 
companying report of casualties), and reported them to General Adams. 
We were not again under fire on that day, 

Adjt. John L. Chandler acted with conspicuous gallantry, and ren- 
dered efficient service in preserving good order in the regiment. 

The officers and men all, as far as I could judge, did their duty, and 
acted satisfactorily under the galling fire and trying circumstances we 
encountered. 

Yery respectfully, 


H. MAUEY, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-second Alabama Regiment. 
[Oapt.] E. P. Guillet,- Asst Adjt Gen., Adams^ Brigade, 


Ho . 229. 

Report of Moj. F. 0. Zacharie, Twenty-fifth Louisiana Infantry, com- 
manding Sixteenth and Twenty-fifth Regiments. 

Near Tullahoma, Tenn., February 9, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by this regiment in the engagement of December 31, 1862, before Mur- 
freesborough : 

The regiment occupied the center of the line of battle of Adams’ bri- 
gade, formed about the hour of 1 p. m. that day, just beyond the Nash- 
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ville turnpike ford. The order being given to advance, the regiment did 
so, with the Thirteenth and Twentieth Louisiana Volunteers on its right 
and the Thirty-second Alabama Volunteers on the left. Before reaching 
Cowan’s house, General Adams ordered the regiment to be thrown into 
column of companies on the Nashville pike. In this order it moved for- 
ward nearly a quarter of a mile, changing direction to the right, passing 
through a cotton-field, one of stubble, and a third of light undergrowth. 
Having passed through this, the regiment was halted and. the column 
thrown forward into line. During its advance to this point the com- 
mand was exposed, during the whole march, to a heavy fire from an 
eight-gun battery of the enemy, posted on the spot which they had now 
reached, two of the enemy’s pieces being in our possession, one resting 
in our line and another a few paces in advance. As we neared the ene- 
my’s position we were met by a storm of missiles from small-arms, and, 
when finally halted, I noticed that some of our men were being wounded 
in the rear, and being struck on the back myself and turning to the direc- 
tion of the fire, I discovered that the regiment of the enemy was in our rear 
while we were being engaged in the front and on the left by a large body 
of the enemy. These facts were communicated to General Adams, the 
regiment then being at a halt, engaging the enemy with great coolness. 

At this time Colonel Fisk fell, mortally wounded, and Lieutenants 
p.] Gregory and A. Eanlett were instantly killed. Shortly afterward, 
being ordered to retire, I attempted to withdraw my right, which was 
most exposed, by a fiank movement. The order was misunderstood on 
the left, and the three left companies marched to the left. The line was 
thrown into confusion by this, and retired in disorder; the three center 
companies, remaining in good order, escorted the colors from the field in 
a very orderly and creditable manner. I attempted to rally the regiment 
several times", but, being unhorsed during the engagement, found it diffi- 
cult to do so until we had retreated nearly a quarter of a mile*. Lieut. 
T. L. McLean was mortally wounded on the retreat, and Lieutenants 
[J. M.] Clayton, Louis Stagg, and [W. L.] Sibley seriously wounded. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the bearing of both officers and 
men during the engagement, exposed to a fire which had placed in one- 
half hour 217 hors de comhat out of 457 that we carried into the engage- 
ment. Lieut. G. McD. Brumby, acting assistant surgeon, deserves 
especial mention for the brave and energetic discharge of his duty. He 
kept with the regiment during the whole engagement, and administered 
to the wants of the wounded on the field under a hot fire. Thanks to 
his activity and energy, all the wounded were safely housed in hospital 
and under treatment on the evening of the engagement. 

Your obedient servant, 

F. C. ZACHAEIE, 

Major^ Comdg, Sixteenth and Twenty-fifth Louisiana Volunteers. 

Captain [E. P.] Guielet, 

Asst. Adjt Oen.^ Adams'^ Brigade, Breckinridge^ s Division. 


No. 230. 

Report of Ma§. J. E. Austin, Fourteenth Louisiana Battalion {Sharp- 
shooters). 

January 11, 1863. 

Captain : Having deployed my command in front of General Breck- 
inridge’s division, in obedience to orders from division headquarters, I 
51 R R— YOL XX, PT X 
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was awaiting the approach of the enemy on the morning of December 
31, 1862, when I received an order from division headquarters directing 
me to join my brigade. I immediately assembled my command and 
marched it rapidly to the place occupied by the brigade a short time 
before, but found that it had gone across the river for the purpose of 
attacking a strong position that the enemy had taken up near the rail- 
road and river bank. I accelerated my movements as much as possible, 
and came up. with the brigade as it was marching upon the enemy’s 
position in line of battle, and reported to General Adams, commanding, 
in person, and asked him where I should take position. The general 
informed me that he had already made his dispositions for the attack, 
and ordered me to take position about 100 yards in rear of the brigade, 
as a reserve. I formed my command as directed, and followed the bri- 
gade as it advanced up the hill, upon which the enemy had planted his 
artillery and disposed infantry. Here a furious fight ensued, which 
lasted about thirty minutes, when the brigade was forced to fall back 
before the terrible flank and front fires of the enemy. Learning from 
Colonel Gibson, commanding Thirteenth and Twentieth Louisiana Eeg- 
iments, the flank movement of the enemy, I changed front forward and 
formed along a fence running near and parallel to the railroad. I found 
the enemy directly in my front, and opened fire upon him with a stag- 
gering effect. His attention had been drawn just previous to this to 
the brigade, which was falling back, and the rapidity of my movement 
caused a confusion in his ranks, which, I am of the opinion, was for- 
tunate for the brigade, for his fire was directed upon me until the bri- 
gade had retreated some distance (almost out of range), when I with- 
drew with but little confusion from a contest so unequal, and fell back 
upon our artillery, which had been brought up as a support. 

On January 2, 1 was deployed in front of a portion of General Stew- 
art’s line (I think his right), and my command did some excellent serv- 
ice in driving from the field in front of the cedar thicket a body of the 
enemy^s skirmishers. 

Late on January 2, 1 was ordered with my command to join the bri- 
gade, which I did, and was placed as a reserve in the celebrated charge 
of Friday evening, January 2, in which the (Breckinridge’s) division 
participated. My command, together with the Thirty-second Alabama 
Eegiment, constituted the reserves, and were not ordered forward, but 
when the shattered battalions fell back they formed upon us. 

My officers, without an exception, acted in the most gallant manner. 

Captain [T. W.] Peyton, commanding Company A, was severely 
wounded while leading his company. 

Lieutenants [W. QJ Lowd and [A. P.] Martin, of Company A, and 
[S. E.] Garrett and [0. F.] McCarty, of Company B, as well as Adjt. A. 
O’Duhigg, deserve the highest praise. 

My loss was 4 killed, 9 missing, and 2 wounded. 

I am, very respectfully, captain, your obedient servant, 

J. B. AUSTIN, 

Major j Gomdg, [Fourteenth Louisiana] Batt of Sharpshooters, 

Capt. E. P. GxriLLET, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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ISo. 231. 

Report of Lieut, W, G. D. TangUj Fifth Company^ Washington Light 

Artillery. 

Allisonia, Tenn., January 8, 1863. 

Colonel: At Murfreesborough, on the 29tli ultiiiio, wliile with this 
brigade in line of battle on the Lebanon pike, I detached t.wo rifled guns 
of this battery, commanded by Lieutenant [J. A.] Chalaron, by order of 
Major Graves, division chief of artillery, who placed them near the river 
in front of General Hanson’s position. This important point Lieutenant 
Chalaron occupied, under the orders of Captain Cobb, during Tuesday 
and Wednesday, subjected to a heavy fire from the enemy’s batteries 
and skirmishers and frequent assaults of his infantry. 

On Wednesday, with our other four guns and a section of Captain 
Semple’s battery, under command of Lieutenant [J.] Pollard, I crossed 
the river with the brigade at 12 o’clock, and was ordered by General 
Adams to remain near the river while the brigade advanced to the charge. 
When I saw the brigade retiring, I placed the battery upon the hill to the 
left of the NTashville pike and the railroad, and as soon as the troops 
were from under our fire, I opened upon the enemy, soon silencing their 
battery and checking their pursuit. Beceiving no further orders, I took 
a position forward and to the left, continuing to fire upon the enemy 
wherever he appeared in range, forcing his battery to change position 
whenever it opened, and checking his movements in the field opposite 
our fortified point on the eastern side of the river. 

When night fell I withdrew to near General Breckinridge’s headquar- 
ters and reported to Major Graves, Lieutenant Pollard reporting to Cap- 
tain Semple. Allow me to say here that Lieutenant Pollard’s conduct 
proved him an accomplished ofiQ.cer and a cool and gallant man. 

On Thursday morning I took position near General Hanson’s right 
with four guns (having no rifle ammunition), and received a section of 
Captain Lumsden’s battery. Later, three guns were placed in battery 
there and three on right of General Palmer’s brigade. 

On Friday morning Captain Lumsd.en’s section was ordered to the left 
of the lines and I to General Palmer’s right with this battery. 

About noon we were ordered to the position occupied by our skir- 
mishers in front of General Palmer, to drive in their pickets. Here we 
remained a couple of hours, doing some fancy practice, then fell behind 
the infantry of this division, formed for the assault. Our lines moved 
forward jand we followed close behind. Two lines of the enemy were 
met and dissipated. Our infantry passed over the hill. We galloped 
upon the crest and opened our fire upon the enemy’s batteries upon the 
opposite hill. Their fire had nearly ceased when our ammunition gave 
out. I sent for a supply and waited there for it. In the meanwhile one 
of our detachments manned a piece of Moses’ battery, near us, which had 
ceased its fire, the men lying down. Before the ammunition arrived our 
brave boys, who had done their utmost, were obliged to retire. I re- 
mained until the last regiment and last battery were from the field, the 
enemy swarming upon my front and flank and within 50 yards, pouring 
volley after volley into us. I retired in perfect line to the strip of tim- 
ber behind, and took a position beside Eobertson’s battery. We again 
opened upon the enemy, who pursued no farther. 

This battery suffered the following casualties* in the several engage- 
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ments: Killed, 1 enlisted man; wounded, 1 non-commissioned oflcer 
and 4 enlisted men ; total killed and wounded, 5. 

[We bad] 4 Iiorses killed and 4 disabled, 

I desire to call your attention to the distinguished gallantry of Lieu- 
tenant Chalaron, who was selected by Major Graves upon the field to act 
as temporary chief of artillery; also to the gallantry of Lieutenants [T. 
MJ Blair and [A. J.] Leverich. 

I desire also to mention Corporal Smith for his efficient gunnery and 
soldiership, and^ Corporal Adams, Privates Johnson and Walsh, and the 
detachment (Ko. 5) which manned a piece of another battery. This is 
a difficult task where all conduct themselves with remarkable gallantry. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. 0. D. VAUGHT, 

Lieutenant^ Commanding. 

Col. E, L, Gibson, 

Commanding Adams^ Brigade. 


Ko. 232. 

Eegorts of Col. Joseph B. Palmer, Eighteenth Tennessee Infantry, com- 
manding regiment and Second Brigade. 

WiNcnnESTER, Tenn,, Eelruary 6 , 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit this report of the operations of the 
Second Brigade, Breckinridge’s division. Army of Tennessee, in the late 
battles at Murfreesborough. 

The following regiments compose the brigade: Twenty- sixth Tennes- 
see, Colonel [John M.] Lillard; Eighteenth Tennessee (my own), Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [W. E.] Butler commanding; Porty-fifth Tennessee, Colo- 
nel [A.] Searcy; Twenty-eighth Tennessee, Colonel [P. D.] Qunningham ; 
Thirty-second Tennessee, Colonel [Ed. C.] Cook (at that time near War- 
trace on detached service), and Moses’ battery. Lieutenant [E. W.] An- 
derson commanding. It occupied the left center in the front line of the 
division, in line of battle, General Hanson being on my left, and Gen- 
erals Preston and Adams on the right, and took that position on Sunday 
morning, December 28, 1862. I kept constantly deployed a line of skir- 
mishers covering my front. 

On Wednesday morning, learning that a wagon train and a body of 
Federal troops had appeared at the distance of IJ miles in front of my 
line, I ordered forward my skirmishers to investigate their strength 
and position, and sent Capt. D. H. C. Spence, of my staff, to direct their 
operations. They soon united with a detachment from General Pegram’s 
cavalry, and the two co-operating captured 18 wagons and 170 prisoners, 
without any loss on our part Capt Gid. H. Lowe, of the Eighteenth 
Tennessee, and Captain Spence deserve much credit for their gallantry 
and efficiency on that occasion. 

At noon on Wednesday, January [Decembe:^ 31, 1 was ordered by 
General Breckinridge (as Was also General Preston) across Stone’s 
Eiver, to the left wing of our general line of battle. Arriving there, 
we were immediately ordered to move upon the enemy’s position just 
west of Cowan’s residence. In this charge General Preston was on the 
right, while I was directed to form upon and move with his left, and, 
during the movement, to effect a general change of direction of my line 
to the right, so as to support the right brigade and ffank the enemy. 
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The several regiments of my brigade moved gallantly and steadily for- 
ward in this charge, although exposed to a terrible fire from Yankee 
artillery for a distance of 400 yards across an open and unprotected field. 
The movement was successful on our part. The Federal forces abandoned 
their ground, retreating westwardly back on the main body of their 
troops, where their position was strongly protected by embankments 
thrown up in the construction of the railroad, some natural elevations 
of the ground, and the cover of their artillery. On these accounts we 
did not pursue them farther. 

A list* of the killed and wounded in this engagement has already 
been furnished, which I respectfully , ask may be taken as a part of this 
report. 

In this action both the men and officers of the brigade behaved with 
most becoming courage and gallantry, displaying a high degree of un- 
faltering determination and bravery, now mentioned alikean justice to 
them and with the utmost satisfaction to myself. 

At 1 o’clock on the following morning, under orders from General 
Breckinridge, I recrossed the river and returned to my former position. 
Nothing occurred on Thursday except slight skirmishing in my front 
and occasional shelling from the enemy. 

At about 10 o’clock on Friday, February [January] 2, under directions 
from General Breckinridge, I strengthened my line of skirmishers and 
ordered them forward, finder command of Lieut. Col. Alexander Hall, 
of the Forty-fifth Tennessee. Major Graves was also ordered forward 
with a few pieces of artillery, which were supported by the left compa- 
nies of the Eighteenth Tennessee, under command of Capt. William H. 
Joyner. They soon encountered a very heavy line of Federal skirmish- 
ers, and, after a severe contest, drove them back, with a loss of 2 killed 
and 11 wounded on our part. The enemy’s loss was ascertained to bo 
much greater, both in killed and wounded. Shortly after this, General 
Pillow assumed command of the brigade, whereupon I took charge of 
my regiment. 

In the skirmish on Fridaymorning Lieutenant-Colonel Hall bore him- 
self with decided gallantry. The men and officers under him acted 
nobly. Throughout the period covered by this report, Oapts. 0. K. 
Vanderford, Natt. Gooch, D. H. C. Spence, F. H. Lytle, and James S. 
Barton, of my staff, were all prompt, gallant, and efficient in the dis- 
charge of their several duties. I am also much indebted to each of these 
officers for many acts of personal kindness and voluntary services. 

I conclude this report with the remark that, in consequence of wounds 
received in the right leg, knee, and shoulder, in the engagement of Fri- 
day evening at Murfreesborough, it has not been possible for me to pre- 
pare it earlier f and with the request that it be now received and con- 
sidered. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. B. PALMER, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade, 

Col. T. O’Hara, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Tullalioma, Tenn, 


Winchester, Tenn., February 0, 1SC3. 
Sir : In the battle of Friday, February [January] 2, at Murfreesbor- 
ough, the Eighteenth Tennessee Regiment, numbering 430 for duty. 


Embodied in No. 191, p. 678. 
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was on the right of the Second Brigade, and occupied the extreme right 
in the front line of Major-General Breckinridge’s division, which was 
ordered forward to engage the enemy at about 3 o’clock in the after- 
noon. We soon met the Federal forces in largely superior numbers on 
the right bank of Stone’s Eiver. Their line of battle being prolonged 
farther north than ours, I encountered one of their regiments immedi- 
ately in my front, while another (both large) made a desperate effort to 
turn my right. They opened a most deadly and terrific fire upon us 
for several minutes, and then attempted a charge, but were repulsed 
and driven back a distance of more than 50 yards, where, with the ad- 
vantage of the crest of a hill, they made another severe struggle. I 
then ordered a charge, which was most successfully executed. The Fed- 
erals fled in utter confusion and disorder, leaving an immense number 
of their dead and wounded in their rear. Their flight was down the 
river, whither we pursued them for nearly half a mile, dealing fire and 
death in their backs at a most destructive and effective rate. In the 
rout hundreds of them fell (reversing the position of the poet) with their 
faces (not their backs) upon the field. 

It is proper to remark that the entire Federal force on the right bank 
of the river were completely routed and driven by our division either 
across or down the stream ; but they had massed a force of many thou- 
sands on the opposite (left) bank, where they had a large quantity of 
artillery, so located and arranged as that both their small-arms and bat- 
teries could be brought to bear upon and most dreadfully rake all the 
western portion of the field over which their troops had been driven. 
It therefore became proper for our forces to withdraw to a safer posi- 
tion, although they were not repulsed. This necessity, however, was 
not so great on my part, because, being less exposed to fire from the left 
bank of the river, I could have continued to hold my position beyond 
doubt 5 but on seeing the principal body of the division on my left fall- 
ing back, I ordered my regiment to withdraw, to avoid a flank movement 
in that direction. At the time there was comparatively little resistance 
being made in my front. The regiments that had been driven before 
me had not recovered from disorder. They had not, in fact, reformed 
in line of battle, but were in a confused and frightened manner, taking 
cover behind the houses and fences around the late William Mitchell’s 
residence. 

I herewith submit a list* of killed and wounded, from which it will be 
seen that there were 19 killed: supposed to "be mortally wounded, 8^ 
not mortally, 108, making, in alf, 135. 

I report, with the utmost pride and satisfaction, that the men and offi- 
cers of the regiment in this memorable action displayed a heroic courage 
and dauntless valor equaled only by the sacredness of their own homes 
and the inspirations of their noble country’s cause, for whose defense 
they so gallantly and bravely struggled. 

Among other instances deserving individual notice, I mention the fol- 
lowing : Gapt. John Dick, of Company K [G] ; First Lieut. Samuel M. 
Smith, commanding Company C, and Oolor-Sergt. George K, Lowe, fell 
dead upon the field, nobly discharging their whole duties. Lieut. Col. 
W. E. Butler, Maj. W. H. Joyner, Adjt. John M. Douglass, Sergt. Maj. 
Fletcher E. Burrus (the two latter being wounded), and the company 
commanders displayed high courage and efficiency in their respective 
positions. Capts. James S. Barton and INatt. Gooch, formerly of my staff, 
fought with distinguished gallantry as privates in the ranks. After as 
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many as five different persons had been shot down in the attempt to 
bear the colors, Logan H. !Nelson, a private in Company 0 (who is but 
a youth), gallantly sprang forward, raised them from the side of dying 
comrades, and bore them nobly and triumphantly throughout the re- 
mainder of this bloody contest. 

It will be seen that this report only relates to the conduct of the regi- 
ment in Friday’s fight. Having been in command of the brigade prior 
to that time, and not having been able to join the regiment since, I refer 
to the reports submitted by Lieutenant-Colonel Butler for an account of 
its operations on other days of the battle of Murfreesborough. Unable 
to prepare this report earlier, I beg leave now to present it. 

Very respectfully, 

J. B. PALMER, 

Colonel^ Commanding Eighteenth Tennessee Volunteers. 

[Col.] T. O’Hara, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tullahoma^ Tern. 


[Addenda.] 

Abstract from morning of JBrown^a brigade, Brig. Gen. John C. Brown commanding, 

for January 19, 1863, 


Command. 

Present for 
duty. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Aggregate last re* 
turn. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Pield and staiff.. 

7 


7 

7 

7 

18th, Tennessee... ........................ 

26 

305 

415 

708 

708 

26tli Tennessee .... 

32 

269 

353 

527 

505 

28th Tennessee 

30 j 

148 

208 

446 

445 

45th Tennessee 

30 ! 

293 

449 

853 

856 

Moses’ (Georgia) battery 

3 

87 

107 

145 

145 

Total 

128 

1,102 

1, 599 

2,686 

2, 666 




NTo. 233. 

Bejports of Brig, Gen. Gideon J, Bllloic^ G, JS, Army^ commanding Second 

Brigade. 

Hdqrs. First [Second] Brigade, First Division, 

Liedtenant-Genbral Hardee’s Corps, 
Gamp near lullahoma, Tenn.y January 11, 1863. 
On Friday afternoon (2d instant), by orders of General Bragg, I was 
assigned to the command of a brigade, composed of the Eighteenth, 
Twenty-sixth, Twenty-eighth, Thirty-second, and Forty-fifth Tennessee 
Regiments, with Captain Moses’ field battery, now commanded by Lieut. 
R. W. Anderson. The Thirty-second Regiment, commanded by Colonel 
[E. C.] Cook, was on detached service and was not in the action. They 
were all much reduced in strength by past service. 

At the time I was assigned, to the command it occupied a position on 
the extreme right of our line, in front of the enemy’s left. This brigade 
constituted the assaulting force, designed to drive the enemy from an 
eminence on the right bank of Stone’s River, a position which prevented 
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Lis left flank from being turned, and from which, if in our possession, 
we could drive him from his strong position on the left bank of the river 
and enfilade bis line of infantry. I was supported on my left by Brig- 
adier-General Hanson’s brigade. In the advance, then about to com- 
mence, I directed General Hanson to dress upon my left, and the left 
of my line to dress upon his right, to guard against a separation of the 
line formed by the two brigades in the advance. These brigades were 
supported by a line drawn up in the rear about 300 yards, composed of 
the brigades of Brigadier-General Preston on the right and a brigade 
commanded by Colonel Gibson on my left. 

At the signal for the movements to commence (viz, a report of artillery 
on the center of our last line), I ordered my line to advance. The entire 
line moved forward in beautiful order across the strip of woods and open 
field, driving the enemy’s skirmishers and sharpshooters before it, and at 
the distance of about 300 yards receiv ing the fire of the main body of the 
enemy’s infantry, hitherto concealed from view. This fire developed a 
large body of the enemy’s sharpshooters in a body of thick woods to the 
right of the position now occupied by my advanced line. I immediately 
ordered Lieut. R. W. Anderson to bring up his battery and to drive them 
out of the wood. Upon opening fire upon this concealed force of the 
enemy, his artillery responded from the woods with great vivacity to 
Lieutenant Anderson’s fire. The two batteries, confronting each other, 
kept up an exceedingly hot fire for about fifteen minutes, when my in- 
fantry, pressing the enemy’s infantry, forced it to retire into and then 
from a thicket of woods which skirted the bluff; the enemy’s body of 
sharpshooters and battery retreated precipitately from the woods on 
the right toward the river bluff. 1 now ordered the infantry to press 
the enemy and clear the bluff, while I advanced Anderson’s battery, 
and with it occupied the woods from which the enemy’s artillery had 
been driven. This order was promptly executed, the bluff cleared, the 
enemy’s infantry taking shelter under the bluff and in a deep ravine 
running obliquely into the river. My infantry having thus advanced as 
far as was possible on account of the bluff*, and having forced many 
broken portions of the enemy’s forces across and through the river, his 
artillery having retired down the river in the direction of the ford, my 
fire ceased, and the work seemed completed. In a few moments after- 
ward I discovered a large body of the enemy moving rapidly up the 
river on my side, turning my right wing. It advanced rapidly, and 
opened upon the flank and rear of my force. Simultaneously the enemy’s 
artillery and infantry in the front of my position, and on the opposite 
side of the river, opened fire upon my front, uncovered as it was, on 
the open bluff on the right bank. Thus assailed in flank by fresh 
forces and in front with a large force of infantry and artillery, which 
could not be reduced, there was left my force no alternative but to re- 
tire from the position it had so gallantly won. It retired in some con- 
fusion, but with as little as could have been expected when suddenly 
surprised by movements of the enemy’s fresh forces, which could not 
have been foreseen, and which we had not the means of meeting. I 
directed Lieutenant Anderson to protect my line in retiring from the 
field, which was done. The infantry line retired to the ground xipon 
which it had originally formed for the advanced movement. In this en- 
, gagement my brigade took about 200 prisoners, whom I passed to the 
rear under small guard. The entire command performed its duty most 
gallantly. 

My loss in officers and men was severe for the length of the conflict. 
Colonel Palmer (who commanded Eighteenth Tennessee Regiment) re- 
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ceived three wounds, but did not relinquish the command until the con- 
flict was ended; Colonel Cunningham (commanding the Twenty-eighth 
Eegiment) was killed while gallantly leading his regiment in the main 
assault. * 

Maj. 0. H. Wadley, of the Forty-flfth Tennessee Eegiment, is missing, 
and is supposed to be a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. 

Lieut. Col. J. L. Bottles, of the Twenty-sixth Eegiment, was wounded 
by the splinter of a shell, in the hip. Maj. E. M. Saflell, of the same 
regiment, was severely wounded in the thigh. 

In the Eighteenth Eegiment, Captain [John] Dick was killed, and 
seven other captains in the same re^ment were wounded. 

I transmit herewith list* of the killed, wounded, and missing of the 
brigade. 


My field battery, commanded by Lieut. E. W. Anderson, performed 
most important service. In this service Sergeant Brown was wounded 
by a shell, and is reported to me as acting most gallantly. 

I ordered Colonel Palmer to report the participation of his regiment 
in this engagement, but he was reported to be suffering so severely 
from his wounds that he was unable to prepare a report. He was left 
in the neighborhood of Allisonia. 

I am, respectfully, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigudier- General^ O. 8. Army. 

[CoL] T. O’Hara, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


P. S. — I transmit herewith the colors of the NTinth (Federal) Ken- 
tucky Regiment of Infantry, taken on the field by Colonel Cunning- 
ham’s (Twenty-eighth) Tennessee Regiment in the battle of the 2d. It 
was much torn and mutilated, and stained with blood in the tights, and 
has many ball holes on it. 


Hdqrs. Vol. and Conscript Bureau, Army of Tenn., 

Huntsville, Ala., Ajgril 11, 1863. 

Sir : In my verbal interview with General Bragg at Tullahoma, the 
battle of Murfreesborough on Friday being the sul^ject of conversation, 
giving him an account of what occurred in that battle, I told him my 
brigade was, by General Breckinridge’s orders, placed on the extreme 
right of our line. The line of battle was formed as directed by the gen- 
eral and on the ground indicated by him. My line advanced, and tom 
the position of its formation necessarily leaving a thicket of timber and 
undergrowth on its right. When my line reached and was passing 
the thicket of woodland, the enemy’s force, concealed in this thicket, 
opened a galling flank fire on my right wing, which so interrupted my 
advance and annoyed the command that I was forced to suspend the 
advance until the force of the enemy was dislodged from the thicket by 
artillery. A proper position of the line of battle would have required 
the line to have extended about 300 yards farther to the right, so as to 
have embraced this piece of woodland in its advance, and thus by a 
front advance to have driven out this force of the enemy from the 
thicket. Another consequence of this error of the position in which 
the line of battle was placed was, that, as we advanced, the space for 
General Hanson’s brigade was so rapidly diminished by the course of 
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the river that his left wing was forced, by the compact formation and 
resolute advance of my line, into the river. Notwithstanding these 
sources of embarrassment, resulting from the error of position in which 
the line was placed, we swept over the eminence held by the enemy 
and drove him down the bluff and mostly into and across the river, 
when our forces held the position until flanked by a large force of the 
enemy which crossed the river some distance below my right, under 
General [J. S.] Negley, which rapidly turned my position, opened fire 
simultaneously with a fire on front and from the opposite side of the 
river, and compelled my command to fall back. At this point in the 
conversation, General Bragg asked, “ Why did not General Breckin- 
ridge protect you from the flanking force by the large body of cavalry 
I had placed under his orders I replied I did not know he had any 
cavalry under his orders. General Bragg then said that he had a large 
force of cavalry placed under his orders for the express purpose of pro- 
viding for such a contingency. I remarked to him that I saw a large 
body of cavalry on the heights to my right and below the ford when 
Negley crossed the river, but that it did not make any attempt to arrest 
the advance of the flanking force, and I felt certain it could not have 
received orders to do so. 

The above is the substance of that conversation on the part of those 
operating. General Bragg gave me the first intelligence that I received 
of this body of cavalry being under the orders of General Breckinridge. 
I expressed astonishment that it was not used for the protection of my 
right flank and rear. 1 also expressed myself as clear that the position 
of the line of battle was a most important error of judgment in the oper- 
ations of the day. 

In regard to the supporting force, I stated that the supporting force 
was placed in line about 400 yards to my rear ; that when my line (con- 
stituting the assaulting force) commenced the advance, that the support- 
ing force also commenced the advance 5 that the supporting line advanced 
so rapidly that, while my line was checked for a time by the enemy^s 
force in the thicket to my right, it overtook my line coming up (the mo- 
ment it was lying down under my order). It likewise fell down as close 
in its rear as it could get, thus forming one line of four deep, and expos- 
ing both lines to a most destructive fire, at the same time that, thus 
situated, the rear and supporting line commenced firing over the assault- 
ing line in its front, which fire in the rear greatly alarmed my line, and 
that my ofScers expressed the opinion that my men suffered severely 
from this fire^ that, when the advance was again ordered, both lines went 
forward commingled, the whole becoming from that time forward the 
assaulting force, and leaving the command without any reserve or sup- 
portingforcej that being myself, with my staff, about>30 steps to the rear 
of my line, I ordered the supporting line to halt, repeating the order 
several times, intending to move it to the right to attack the enemy^s 
force in the thicket, but that no attention was paid to my orders, the 
supporting line rushing forward and past me, and falling down as near 
in the rear of the assaulting line as it could get. I said then, and am 
satisfied now, that, thus disposed of, the force which was intended as 
supporting force was a positive disadvantage and injury in the opera- 
tions of the day. I said, farther, that in my judgment the supporting 
force should have been either placed under my orders of else held in 
hand of the major-general until I called for it to come to my support. 
In confirmation of the correctness' of this opinion, I - mentioned the fact 
that in the assault upon the works of Oerro Gordo, and also in storming 
Chepultepec, General Scott, in both instances, provided a supporting 
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force (not a part of my own proper command), whicli was placed under 
my orders, and which. I did bring into the action at the proper time. I 
further said I had in conversation with General Breckinridge explained 
to him the serious embarrassment occasioned to my command by the 
advance of the supporting line, &c.; that his explanation was that the 
supporting line was ordered to keep the distance of its formation to the 
rear, but did not obey. 

The above are the facts connected with the operations of that day, and 
my explanation of the work of that day was thus stated in response to 
inquiries of General Bragg. In my official report I did not deem it 
proper to state these facts in regard to the handling of the supporting 
force. That force was never placed under my orders, and I did not feel 
it my province to reflect upon my senior officer's conduct or disposition. 
Indeed, I was studious to avoid doing so, and only made the statement 
when called upon by General Bragg to do so. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

Major- Omeral^ 0. 8. Army^ <fec. 

Oapt. [John] B. Saxe, 

Acting Judge- Advoeate-Oenerdl^ Army of Tennessee, 


234. 

Beport of Brig, Gen, Willicm Preston^ C, 8, Army^ commanding Third 

Brigade, 

Headqxjaetees Pbeston^s Brigade, 
Breckinridge’s Division, Army of Tennessee, 

January 12, 1863. 

Colonel : In obedience to the orders of Major-General Breckinridge, 
I have the honor to transmit a report of the operations of the brigade 
under my command in the recent battles near Murfreesborough. 

The Twentieth Tennessee, the Sixtieth North Carolina, the Fourth 
Florida, and the First and Third Florida Eegiments, with Wright’s 
battery of four pieces, constituted my command, numbering 1,640 elect- 
ive men. 

The enemy having advanced in force against Murfreesborough, dispo- 
sitions. for battle were made, and Breckinridge’s division was posted on 
the extreme right in our front line, with its right near Spence’s house, on 
the Lebanon turnpike, extending toward the ford, where the Nashville 
turnpike crosses Stone’s Eiver. Adams’ brigade was on the right, mine 
next, and Palmer’s and Hanson’s extended westwardly toward the ford. 
This position was occupied from Sunday morning, December 28, with 
some few unimportant changes in our line of battle, until the succeeding 
Wednesday. On that day, not long after noon, ive were ordered to cross 
the river at the ford, and, under the supervision of Major-General Breck- 
inridge, my brigade, on the right, and that of Palmer on my left, were 
formed in line of battle on the ground originally occupied by Lieutenant- 
General Polk’s command. The right of my brigade rested near the 
intersection of the Nashville Eailroad and turnpike, and extended 
nearly at right angles westwardly, about half a mile south of Cowan’s, 
or the burnt house. 

These dispositions made, the order was given to advance in the direc- 
tion of the burnt house toward a cedar forest beyond. Wide and open 
fields intervened, through which the command passed with great anima- 
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tion, in fine order. As we came near tlie farm-house, heavy batteries of 
the enemy, supported by strong lines of infantry near a railroad em- 
bankment, forming a strong defense, were visible obliquely to the right, 
on the northeast of the NTashville turnpike. The brigade advanced rap- 
idly and steadily under a destructive fire from the artillery. The Twen- 
tieth Tennessee, passing to the right of the house, engaged the enemy 
with vigor*on the right in some woods near the river, capturing some 
25 prisoners and clearing the wood. The First and Third Florida, on 
the extreme left, pressed forward to the cedar forest with but little loss. 
The two central regiments (the Sixtieth Forth Carolina and Fourth 
Florida) found great difSculty in pressing through the ruins and strong 
inclosures of the farm-house, and, retarded by these obstacles and by a 
fire from the enemy’s sharpshooters in front, and a very fierce cannonade, 
partially enfilading their lines, were for a moment thrown into confusion 
at the verge of the wood. They halted and commenced firing, but, being 
urged forward, they responded with loud shouts and gained the cedars. 
The enemy turned upon the wood a heavy fire from many pieces of artil- 
lery, across a field 400 or 500 yards distant, and, though we lost some 
valuable lives, the brigade maintained its position with firmness in the 
edge of the wood. 

Having met Lieutenant-General Hardee, he ordered me, with Adams’ 
brigade (under Colonel Gibson) added to my command, to hold the wood. 
We bivouacked for the night, establishing our pickets far in the field and 
very near the, enemy. The Twentieth Tennessee, which had been di- 
rected by Captain [E. W..] Wooley, assistant adjutant-general, near the 
river, finding their force insufficient to advance, after losing many men, 
halted in good order and rejoined the brigade at nightfall in the cedars. 
Wright’s battery, having been detached by General Hardee, took no 
part in the action. 

At roll-call, about dark, it was ascertained that the loss suffered by 
my command was 155 killed and wounded. The companies of the Six- 
tieth Forth Carolina, under the immediate command of Colonel [Joseph 
A.] McDowell, were with me ; but those separated from his regiment 
in passing the burnt house, to which I have alluded, fell back without 
orders to the encampment, with the exception of some of the men and 
officers who joined the Twentieth Tennessee Eegiment, and who did not 
rejoin their regiment until after night. Some few prisoners were taken 
and 400 or 500 stand of arms were secured. 

On Friday, about 2 o’clock, the two brigades under my cotmmand 
were withdrawn from the cedars and ordered to take position in line 
of battle across the river, near the original post of Hanson’s brigade. 
This being done, preparations for attack were made, and Major-General 
Breckinridge formed his division in two lines, Pillow’s and Hanson’s 
brigades being in the fi’ont line, with mine 200 yards in the rear of 
Pillow’s, to support his command, and Gibson’s on my left, to support 
Hanson’s. , 

About 4 o’clock, the order to advance being given, the division moved 
forward rapidly through a wood and an open field beyond tofirive the 
enemy beyond the river and seize a hill that would enable our artillery 
to enfilade in reverse their batteries. As soon as the field was entered 
the engagement commenced, and our men, pressing forward with great 
ardor, drove the enemy over the crest of the hill and beyond the river. 
Wright’s battery was advanced to the crest of the hiU, and was soon 
hotly engaged. On our right the enemy far outflanked us, and the 
Twentieth Tennessee suffered severely, but dashed forward into the 
woods with its accustomed gallantry and drove the enemy * down the 
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hill, capturing some 200 prisoners. A division of the enemy, said to be 
that of [H. P.] Van Oleve, was driven down the hill-side in utter rout 
by our division. The enemy then rapidly concentrated large numbers 
of fresh troops on the other side of the river, and poured upon our dense 
ranks a withering fire of musketry and artillery. Our lines, originally 
very close in the order of advance, were commingled near the river, and 
this new fire from an overwhelming force from the opposite banks of 
the stream threw them into disorder. The division recoiled over the 
field in the direction of the wood through which we first passed. When 
withdrawing from the field, I met Brigadier-General Wharton with his 
battery and the cavalry, with which he was covering our right. He 
was about oiiening fire with the battery, when I advised him not to do 
so, as he might fire on some of our men. He detached Colonel Harrison, 
of the Texas Bangers, who, with my brigade, formed and supported 
Eobertson’s battery in the verge of the wood until General Breckinridge 
ordered me to resume my original lines. One of our batteries opened 
from its verge, and 1 succeeded in forming my brigade for its support, 
and was in that position when Major-General Breckinridge arrived and 
ordered me to resume our original lines, about a mile in the rear, as 
night had come on. 

The loss sustained by my command in this action was 295 killed and 
wounded, and 90 missing, most of whom were doubtless killed or wounded. 
The total loss of my command in both actions was 537. 

Wright’s battery was bravely fought, but lost its gallant commander, 
who was killed at his guns. Lieutenant [ J. W.] Mebane, though wounded, 
succeeded in withdrawing all of the battery except two of the pieces, 
which were lost, and wiiich could not be got off, as many of the horses 
were killed. 

For other details I refer to the reports of the commanding officers of 
the regiments and of the battery, which I inclose. 

During the battle both men and officers displayed great intrepidity, 
and I attribute the repulse on Friday to the manifest hopelessness of 
the attempt to hurl a single division, without support, against the car- 
dinal position of the whole hostile army. This was apparent to the 
least intelligent soldier. The line fell back, rallied, and in half an hour 
was ready to re-engage. 

In rallying the troops, I feel it my duty to notice and report the con- 
spicuous zeal and gallantry displayed by yourself, and to testify my ap- 
preciation of the valuable assistance you rendered on the field. 

Colonel Smith, of the Twentieth Tennessee, a brave and skillful offi- 
cer, was severely wounded on Wednesday, and the command devolved 
on Lieutenant-Colonel [Frank M.] Lavender, who has not been heard of 
since the action on Friday. It is believed that he is wounded or a pris- 
oner. 

Colonel Miller, of the First and Third Florida, was wounded on Fri- 
day while bravely leading his re^ment, which he withdrew, retaining 
the command, notwithstanding his wound. 

The Fourth Florida in both actions bore itself gallantly, and was ably 
commanded by Colonel Bowen. 

In the action of the 31st, Lieut. Edwin Whitfield, of my staff, was se- 
verely, if not fatally, wounded by my side while gallantly rendering me 
the most efficient aid, and Mr. Orville Ewing, a young gentleman of great 
promise, distinguished in the battle of Mill Springs, was killed nearly at 
the same moment. 

Maj. J. 0. Thompson, volunteer aide, and Captain Wooley, assistant 
adjutant-general, assisted me efficiently on Wednesday. 
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Mr. [W. E.] Chambliss, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Captain [H. 
P.] Wallace, and Lieut. [J. C.] Wheeler assisted me on Friday on my 
staff. 

To Major [F.] Claybrooke, -who volunteered on my staff on Friday, I 
am greatly indebted for his services. 

I recommend for promotion Sergeant Battle for conspicuous gallantry. 
After four color-bearers of the Twentieth Tennessee had been shot down , 
and the regiment was in confusion, he seized the colors and bravely ral- 
lied the men under my eye. 

I remain, colonel, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. PBESTOlir, 

Brigadier- General. 

Col. T. O^BiXRA) Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Addenda.] 

Abstract from semi-weehly report of Preston’s brigade^ Brig. Gen. William Preston com- 
manding, for January 12, 1863. 


Command. 


Field and staff. 

Ist and 3d Florida. 

4th Florida 

60th Korth Carolina. 

20 th Tennessee 

Wright’s battery — 

Total 


Present for 
duty. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Aggregate last re- 
turn. 

Officers. 

n 

6 


6 

G 

6 

84 

461 

595 

1, 363 

1, 377 

16 

2G8 

385 

678 

719 

26 

250 

354 

804 

803 

29 

254 

338 

610 

023 

4 

71 

80 

93 

95 

115 

1, 304 

1,764 

3, 553 

8, 022 
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Report of GoL William 3Iillerj First Florida Infantry, commanding First 

and Third Regiments. 

Camp near Tullahoma, Tenn., 

January 12, 1863. 

Captain: In oI)edience to instructions received from brigade head- 
quarters, I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
borne by my command in the actions of December 31, 1862, and Janu- 
ary 2, 1863, near Murfreesborough : 

About 3 p. m., on December 31, we were ordered into line, marched 
across the river, and formed on a hill in an open field in line of battle, 
occupying the left of the brigade. The command “forward’^ was soon 
given, and on advancing, our front being masked by a regiment, our 
left was thrown back out of line. This defect in our alignment caused 
the regiment to diverge to the left, and to enter a cedar forest to the ' 
left of the burnt house, the balance of the brigade passing to the right. 
In charging over this field we lost several men killed and wounded by 
the enemy’s batteries, which swept the field by an almost enfilading fire. 
Passing through the cedar, we arrived before the enemy’s batteries, ancl 
took position on the right of Stewart’s brigade, where we were joined 
by the balance of the brigade, This position of the enemy, supported 
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by heavy batteries, was judged to be too strong to storm ; we, therefore, 
retained our position, skirmishing occasionally with the enemy during 
that afternoon and the next two following days, up to 2 or 3 p. m. of 
the 2d instant. 

On this occasion the command numbered 36 officers and 495 men, 
making the aggregate 531. 

About 3 p. m. of January 2, we were ordered from the cedars back to 
the right, recrossing the river, and about 4 p. m. we were formed in line 
of battle with the balance of the brigade, occupying again the left of the 
brigade, which was in the second line of battle. At the command for- 
ward,’^ the regiment advanced in excellent order, soon getting in range 
of a raking fire from the enemy^s batteries, until we reached the crest of 
a ridge in an open field, where the first line of the division was engaged, 
and here we were ordered to lie down, which we did for a few minutes, 
and then arose and charged at the command “ forward.’^ Upon advanc- 
ing, on account of the formation of the ground, we were compelled to 
move by the right flank, passing into the wood that skirted the field 
through which we had just passed. This combination of movements 
caused an intermingling of regiments, which led to no little confusion, 
separating commands, and, again, the men from their commanders. 
Nevertheless, the troops behaved bra%’ely, driving the enemy before 
them. As we moved on through the woods, the ground gradually de- 
scended, and our left rested on the river, whose high banks were cov- 
ered by the enemy, who poured a galling fire upon us from the opposite 
side. Further forward the river, by a sudden bend, appeared in our 
front, and we found ourselves exposed to a deadly fire from the hills that 
overlooked us on our left and front. Crossing this hastily, a large por- 
tion of the regiment passed the river, under the opposite bank of which 
it was partially sheltered. I think it is owing to this fact that the First 
and Third Florida 'Eegiments lost fewer men than other corps which 
were not so far advanced in the fight. The hopelessness of carrying 
the opposite heights being now apparent, we were ordered to fall back, 
and, owing to the commingling of regiments, as before stated, this was 
done in some confusion and disorder. 

Into this fight the regiments carried 32 officers and 424 men, making 
the aggregate 456. 

I respectfully refer you to the report* of casualties already forwarded 
for an account of the losses sustained by the regiment. 

I am happy to have it in my power to state that both officers and men 
behaved gallantly. 

I have the honor to be, sir, yours, very respectfully, 

WM. MILLEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding First and Third Florida Regiments, 

Captain [E. W,] Woolet, ' 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 236. 

Report of Col. W. L. L. Bowen^ Fourth Florida Infantry. 

Heauqxjabtees Preston’s Brigade, 

Tullahomay Tenn.j February 12, 1863. 
Sir: In obedience to orders from brigade headquarters, I have the 
honor to submit the following report of the part borne in the operations 


Embodied in J.91, p. 67^, 




816 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA,, AND SW. VA. IChap. SXZIL 

of Preston’s brigade in the battle of Murfreesborough by the Fourth 
Florida Regiment of Infantry : 

On Saturday, December 27, 1862, the necessary preparations for battle 
were made, and at an* early hour on Sunday, the 28th, we were moving 
to the front to take our position in line of battle. My command was 
assigned to the right center of the brigade, the right flank of which 
rested upon the Lebanon turnpike, about 1 mile from town. We occupied 
this position during the day. At night, by order of General Preston, 
who seemed ever mindful of the comfort of his men, we moved farther 
to the left and to the rear, in order to get a wood in which to bivouac 
for the night. 

The following day we were ordered into line of battle again, and my 
command was shifted to the left center of the brigade, which change was 
permanent during the engagements. Several unimportant changes in 
lines and positions occurred, but up to the afternoon of Wednesday 
nothing occupied our immediate attention, and an apparent restlessness 
had sprung up among the men to mingle their fortunes with those who 
were sending back the echoes of their brilliant achievements from the 
left, and never were men more eager to test their valor for the first time 
on the battle-field than were the officers and men of my command ; but 
such suspense was not long unrewarded, for early in the afternoon of 
Wednesday, the 31st, we were moved to the left across Stone’s River, 
where the brigade was formed on an eminence, in a large, open field, so 
that the left flank of my regiment rested upon the Ijiashville Railroad, 
and at an angle of about 70^ with it. My regiment was at no little incon- 
venience in crossing the railroad embankments, but preserved the align- 
ment. . They, however, soon encountered more serious obstacles at a 
burnt residence, in the shape of out-buildings and strong picket fences, 
which so retarded our advance as to detach us from the line (only a 
portion of the Sixtieth North Carolina remained on our right) and throw 
our part of the line into some derangement. We advanced in this con- 
dition under a heavy cannonade from the enemy’s batteries, and had not 
recovered from the derangement when we were ordered to halt and com- 
mence firing. Although we remained in this position but a very few 
minutes, yet the fire from the enemy’s batteries with grape and canister, 
and the fire from his sharpshooters making a partial enfilade upon us, 
was so terrific that my loss amounted to 55 in killed and wounded. The 
men becoming a little confused under such a withering fire. General 
Preston rode forward, seized the colors, and dashed into a cedar glade 
just to the front' and to the left. We, however, had had no command 
to move forward since halting. It was, nevertheless, a gallant feat in 
our intrepid brigadier, and met a gallant response by the men, for, with 
a gladdening shout, they rushed forward to grapple in a hand-to-hand 
fight with the enemy’s sharpshooters, but they fled precipitately to an 
adjacent wood, leaving several wounded and the killed to fall into our 
hands. I sent 13 of their wounded off the field, and secured 250 stand 
of Enfield rifles. We found protection from the enemy’s batteries in 
the glade and behind the rocks, until night put a quiet to the deafening 
din. We bivouacked in this wood the ensuing night and day, throwing 
out skirmishers and burying both our own and the enemy’s dead. 

On Friday, January 2, 1863, we were withdrawn from this position 
and recrossed the river. We were then formed on the extreme right, in 
front of our first position. My command in the second line covered the 
center of Pillow’s brigade in the first line, and thus we were moved ‘for- 
ward to carry a strong position held by the enemy in force. The front 
line soon became engaged, and drove the first line of the enemy before 
them with seeming alacrity. A little oonfasion ensued in parts of the 
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second line by the pressure from the flanks, but my command did not 
exhibit the least disorder, and every officer and man seemed to vie with 
his comrade in coolness and valor. After driving the first line of the 
enemy to his support, and hotly engaging him for a time, our first line 
withdrew, and after they had passed through our line to the rear we 
opened fire, and such was the obstinacy with which our men contended 
for the supremacy that the best body of the opposing army was held in 
check for a considerable time ; but at length the line began to yield on 
our left and then on our right, and I mean to detract nothing from other 
gallant regiments by saying that I soon found the Fourth Florida almost 
entirely abandoned by the rest of the line. The men still continued to 
fire with that deliberate accuracy that characterizes the Florida woods- 
man, and, I am satisfied, with much effect, for we sent a large number 
of prisoners to the rear, which I estimate at not less than 200. The 
accidents of the ground which my command occupied afforded a partial 
protection, and I determined to hold it as long as practicable, that, if 
possible,’ we might form a nucleus upon which to rally the broken line, 
but obstinate valor had to yield to superior force. It was not, however, 
until the men began to announce their 40 rounds expended that I gave 
the command to cease firing and fall back. Upon gaining a little emi- 
nence, I discovered that the enemy had smartly turned our left fiank and 
were advancing upon our right, subjecting us to a most concentrated 
and destructive fire. Midway the field through which we had advanced 
we found our brigade battery. Its gallant commander had just fallen, 
and Major Graves, chief of artillery, was nobly endeavoring to save the 
battery from falling into the hands of the enemy. We rallied to his 
assistance amid a perfect shower of leaden hail, but, owing to the loss 
of horses and men, only two pieces were saved. It was here my com- 
mand sustained its heaviest loss, and many valuable officers and brave 
men fell, either killed or wounded. Among the former was First Lieut. 
8. B. Harris, commanding Company I, distinguished in both actions for 
his dauntless bravery. He was wounded and left on the field. Among 
the latteif was Sergt. L. N. Miller, of Company H, whom I ordered, for 
his cool courage, to take the colors. He and two other color-bearers 
were shot down. My adjutant (C. C. Burke) rendered much efficient 
aid until he received a painful wound and was carried off* the field. 

Much is due to Lieutenant-Colonel [E.] Badger and Major Lesley for 
their active^ efficiency in both actions. 

Company C, First Lieutenant [ J. B.] Parramore commanding, and Com- 
pany K, First Lieutenant [H. L.] Mitchell commanding, were conspicu- 
ous for gallantry and ready compliance with every command. Many 
remarkable instances of individual valor arrested my attention, but I 
reffain from particularizing further. 

I entered with 423 men and 35 officers. For my loss I refer you to the 
list* of casualties. We have to regret many valuable lives, but the sur- 
vivors live to avenge their loss. A little farther to the rear, yet in easy 
range of the enemy^s fire. General Preston, with his accustomed self- 
possession and valor, soon restored order in his brigade, and night soon 
closed the bloody scene. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. L. BOWEK, 
Colonel^ Commanding Megiment. 


Capt. E. W. WooLEY, 

Assistant Adjutant^ General^ Preston^ s Brigade. 


^Embodied in No. 19L p. 679. 
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No. 237. 

Report of Maj. John T. Lesley^ Fourth Florida Infantry. 

January 10, 1863. 

Sir : In obedience to your order of this date, I have the honor to 
make the following report of the part taken by the Fourth Florida 
Eegiment in the late battles before Murfreesborough : 

On the evening of December 31, 1862, the Fourth Florida Eegiment, 
together with the other regiments of the brigade (to wit, General Pres- 
ton’s), was ordered forward, and formed a line of battle on the right of 
General Palmer’s brigade, on the northwest side of Stone’s Eiver, the 
Fourth Florida occupying the center of Preston’s brigade. General 
Breckinridge, commanding in person, gave the command forward,” 
which was promptly repeated by General Preston, and the whole brigade 
moved forward in regular order. The Fourth Florida, encountering some 
picket fences on the route, was compelled to pull them down amid a 
most galling fire of grape, bomb-shell, and canister. Still preserving 
perfect order, they marched, forward, amid this deadly fire, a distance 
of 1,000 yards, where they encountered near a thicket a body of sharp- 
shooters, who had taken shelter therein. At this critical moment the 
command “ halt” was given. They were thus subjected to the fire from 
three difterent batteries of the enemy’s artillery, and a cross-fire from 
the rifles of the sharpshooters. The command ^^fire” was given, which 
was responded to with alacrity. A hot contest ensued 5 the sharp- 
shooters were soon driven from their lurking place. Our regiment being 
at a halt, and General Preston, doubtless, thinking they were wavering, 
rode forward, seized the flag, and called upon the regiment to charge. 
With a joyous shout our boys sprang forward, and were soon in posses- 
sion of the wood that had lately covered the enemy. The enemy now 
turned their battery upon this cedar forest, literally tearing the trees to 
pieces by their balls, but doing us comparatively little damage. Our 
loss in this charge amounted to about 55 killed and wounded. 

Again, on Friday, January 2, we were ordered to prepare for" imme- 
diate action. Our brigade, together with Palmer’s brigade, was marched 
to the southeast of Stone’s Eiver, to attack a formidable position of the 
enemy in their rear. The two brigades were formed in an open field, 
when the command forward” was again given. Palmer’s brigade being 
the advance, they charged upon the enemy amid a perfect shower of bul- 
lets. Balls whistling around us thick and loud, we were ordered to lie 
down. In ten minutes the order was given, tip and to the charge.” 
This order was responded to most heartily by our regiment and the bri- 
gade. They rushed forward with such impetuosity as to throw the enemy 
for a moment into confusion. They, however, soon rallied. A fierce and 
bloody contest now ensued for about one hour. There was one contin- 
ual rattle of musketry and roar of artillery. The ranks of the enemy 
were being rapidly thinned when re* enforcements came to their succor, 
and they were in the act of flanking us on both wings when the order was 
given to retreat. Thus wa^ valor forced to give ground to overwhelm- 
ing numbers. I mean no disparagement to other gallant regiments to 
state that the Fourth Florida was the last to leave the field. ' 

This, sir, is a brief statement of the part taken by our regiment in the 
actual contest of the great battle before Murfreesborough, to say noth- 
ing of the marches and counter-marches we took in rapid succession 
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duriBg several days of the engagement, to defend weak points upon our 
line where it was thought the enemy might direct their attention. 

Our loss in this engagement was about 140 killed and wounded. 
Eespectfally submitted. 

JOHN- T. LESLEY, 

Major Fourth Florida Volunteers » 

E. W. WOOLEY, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Freston^s Brigade. 

[Indorsement.] 

Colonel Bowen being absent when the order was received, Major Les- 
ley made this report. Colonel Bowen having returned and made his 
own report, supersedes Major Lesley’s, and renders it superfluous, 

W. PEESTOl!^, 
Brigadier- General. 


No. 238. 

Bejgort of Col. Josefph A. McDowell^ Sixtieth North Carolina Infantry. 

Camp near Tullahoma, Tei^n., 

January 11, 1863. 

General : I respectfully submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Sixtieth North Carolina in the recent battles of December 
31, [1862,] and January 2, [1863 :] 

On Sunday morning, the 28th, we were ordered into line of battle and 
occupied our position on the right wing, a little to the left of the Lebanon 
pike. We were moved from point to point without being engaged with 
the enemy from Sunday morning until Wednesday, the 31st. 

• On Wednesday, the 31st, about 2 p. m., we marched across Stone’s 
Etver and formed line of battle near the Nashville pike, the Sixtieth 
North Carolina occupying the right-center position of the brigade. We 
were then marched in the direction of the enemy through an open field 
about three-quarters of a mile. We advanced in good order, under a 
heavy fire of shell, until we came upon very serious obstructions in the 
shape of a large brick house, out-buildings, and strong picket fencing, 
which extended the length of our regimental line of battle. Owing to 
these obstructions, and the great difficulty of getting through the picket 
fencing, my regiment was thrown into some confusion and the line was 
broken. Company E, Lieutenant [S. C.] Wright commanding 5 Com- 
pany E, Captain [James M.j Eay; Company H, Captain [James T.] 
Huff, and Company K, Captain [W. E.J West, succeeded in making 
their way through the fence, where the line was reformed with these 
companies, and was obliqued about 200 yards through a cotton-field, 
taking shelter in a skirt of woods. During our march through the cot- 
ton-field we were subjected to a most terrific fire of grape and shell and 
musketry, losing at this point about 28 in killed and wounded. We re- 
mained for some time in this skirt of woods, our men keeping up a brisk 
fire. 

Lieutenant [J. T.j Weaver, commanding Company A, although de- 
tached from the regiment by the obstructions above mentioned, took 
position on the left of the Twentieth Tennessee, and fought with that 
regiment until he regained his position with 'my regiment in the skirt 
of woods. At this point the general commanding came up and seized 
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the flag of a Florida regiment, and advanced, the brigade following him 
into a cedar thicket, where the enemy had been strongly posted, and 
from which position he had done us such serious damage; but when we 
reached there he had ingloriously fled, and we remained masters of the 
field. Night put .a. stop to further operations, and we slept that night 
on our arms. 

I desire to make special mention of Captains Ray, Huff, and West; 
Lieutenant Weaver, commanding Company A, and Lieutenant Wright, 
commanding Company E, for their brave and gallant conduct, and like- 
wise the cool and deliberate courage exhibited by W. T. White, a private 
in Company K ; H. C. Eagg, Company B ; little J ohn [A.J Ereshour, 
Company B, and the color-bearer, Francis [M.] Bailey, Company E, and 
Corpl. T. J. Garrison and Private H. N. Bridges, of Company A, both of 
whom were seriously wounded. This being the first engagement the 
Sixtieth North Carolina has been in, I am gratified to say that with but 
few exceptions they acquitted themselves in a highly commendable 
manner. 

On Thursday, the 1st, we remained inactive, occupying the ground 
gained on Wednesday. 

On Friday, in the afternoon, we reoccupied Stone’s River, and formed 
line of battle in the rear of Hanson’s and Pillow’s brigades, to support 
them in their attack on the enemy. About 4 o’clock we were ordered to 
advance, which we did in good order ; engaged the enemy and kept 
driving him before us until about sunset, when, it becoming apparent 
that he was strongly re-enforced and flanking us, we were ordered to 
fall back. W e retired in perfect order about 300 yards, in advance, how- 
ever, of our original line of battle, and there reformed our line. At this 
juncture the general commanding came up and ordered us back to our 
original position. 

I regret to announce the death of Acting Adjt. Stanhope S. Erwin, 
who Ml, pierced througti the head by a minie ball, while faithfully and 
gallantly discharging his duties. 

J. A. MoDOWELL, 

Colonel, Commanding Sixtieth North Carolina Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General [W.] Peeston, 

Commanding Brigade. 


No. 230. 

Bffjgort of Col. T. B. Smith, Twentieth Tennessee Infantry. 

Tullahoma, Tenn., January 22, 1863. 

SiE : In obedience to orders received from brigade headquarters, I 
hereby submit the following report of the part the Twentieth Tennessee 
Regiment took in the late action near Murfreesborough : 

Early Sunday morning, December 28, [1862,] the regiment was formed, 
the men being fully equipped, their cartridge-boxes filled with ammuni- 
tion, and two days’ rations in haversacks. The brigade being formed, 
we were marched through Murfreesborough and out upon the Lebanon 
road about 1^ miles, where we formed line of battle, our right resting 
on the road, our left extending westward. In this position we remained 
until near night, when I received orders from General Preston to move 
my regiment to a skirt of woods still farther west, where we bivouacked 
for the night. 
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At noon on the next day the direction of lines was changed 5 we were 
then thrown forward in|o an open field, where we remained all night. 
As the night was wet and cold, my men made themselves comfortable by 
building large fires. 

The next day was occupied in maneuvering to the front and right until ’ 
about 2 p. m., when we were moved to the left across the river at the 
ford, formed in line of battle, and moved forward, the right resting on 
the river bank. The line moved steadily onward for about 600 yards, 
when my regiment fell under a heavy and well-directed fire from a large 
party of the enemy, who were in ambush among the timber and rocks 
directly on the bank of the river. My regiment, being in the open field 
and unprotected by any cover, I thought it best to order a charge, which 
was done by moving by the right flank and then to the front. In this 
charge I was wounded and was brought off the field. The charge, as I 
afterward [learned], was successful. The enemy were dislodged and the 
position held by my men until night. 

In this engagement my officers and men acted well, obeying every 
command with alacrity. 

I cannot close without expressing my high sense of gratitude to Gen- 
eral Preston for the care he took of his men, and the skillfulness he dis- 
l^layed in maneuvering us on the field and in bringing us into action. 

I am, very respectfully, captain, your obedient servant, 

T. B. SMITH, 

Colonel Twentieth Tennessee Regiment. 

[Capt.] E. W. WooLEY, 

Assistant Adjutant^ General, 


’Eo. 240. 

Report of Maj, F. Clayhroolce^ Twentieth Tennessee Infantry. 

Camp neas Tullahoma, Tenn., 

Jamiary 11, 1863. 

[The following i^ a report of the part taken in the recent battles near 
Murfreesborough, Tenn., by the Twentieth Tennessee Eegiment: 

Saturday, December 27, 1862, orders were received to cook rations and 
be ready to move at a moments warning, as it was well known that the 
enemy were approaching in large force. Officers and men were certain 
of an engagement, and each man felt we would be victorious. Indeed, 
so far as my observation extended, I have never before seen soldiers in 
higher spirits than were ours on that occasion. Eot have I ever seen 
men better bear up under the long-continued privations and hardships 
incident to every battle. 

Yery early Sunday morning, orders to that effect having been received, 
all the camp equipage was packed ready to be placed in the wagons, the 
regiment formed and marched to the headquarters of General Preston, 
where the brigade was formed, our regiment taking the position pre- 
viously assigned us, on the right of the brigade. General Preston 
marched us through the town and out upon the Lebanon road about 1^ 
miles. Here our line of battle was formed; we — the right of the bri- 
gade, and, indeed, the extreme right of the frontline of the army — ^were 
formed, our right resting on the road, our left extending in the direction 
of Stoners Eiver, which at this place runs nearly from east to west. In 
this position we remained for several hours, when we were ordered to 
advance a few hundred yards to a skirt of heavy timber, where we biv- 
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ouacked for the night, linear this place we remained until Wednesday 
at noon, doing very little else but occasionally changing the direction of 
oui* line of battle, so as to get into the best position to receive in case 
the enemy advanced. 

At 2 p. m. on Wednesday we were ordered to cross the river, and, 
forming in line of battle, to advance on the enemy. Our regiment being 
on the right, we were ordered to advance down the bank .of the river. 
By this order, owing to obstructions in the front — a large house called 
Cowan^s and the railroad embankment — we were separated from our 
brigade. After an advance of half a mile w^e encountered the enemy, ^ 
strongly posted among the rocks and heavy growth of timber on the 
river bluff. Here the firing was very heavy, and we lost many men (in 
all, about 67), among whom was Colonel Smith, severely wounded; Cap- 
tain [John W.] Watkins, of Company I, and Lieutenant [F. B.] Cros- 
thwait, of Company E, killed. We succeeded in driving the enemy from 
their position, killing many and taking 20 prisoners, and followed them 
to the brow of the hill. At this place the shot and shell rained upon 
us. We were in danger of being surrounded ; were in very small force, 
and had no support. Under these circumstances I ordered the men to 
fall back 200 yards, and at this place we remained until night, when 
we were ordered to rejoin our brigade, which had taken position under 
cover of a thick cedar woods on our left. In this cover we lay concealed 
until Friday, January 2. 

At 2 o’clock we recrossed the river and formed line of battle running 
parallel with the river, with a view to dislodge the enemy, who had 
crossed over to the south side of the river and had heavy batteries 
planted on the banks. At the command ‘‘forward,” our lines steadily 
advanced, meeting the enemy on the edge of the wood that slopes down 
to the river. Here, for a time the confl.iotwas desperate. Our regi- 
ment, being on the extreme right, suffered severely from the enemy, who 
attempted to turn our right, but we soon drove them back and pursued 
them to the river, where they sought shelter under its banks. But the 
opposite bank was soon lined with strong re-enforcements, and as they 
far outnumbered us and their position was impregnable, our men began 
to fall back in some confusion; but our general (Preston), amid a storm 
of bullets, succeeded in rallying his men. 

li^ight closed upon us, and at 8 o’clock we were quietly bivouacked a 
short distance from the battle-field, in which position we remained until 
the order to fall back was received. 

General Preston, having in the first battle lost many of his aides, by 
the consent of Lieutenant-Colonel Lavender, commanding the regiment, 
detached Major Olaybrooke from his regiment to act as his aide. 

In this battle we lost Lieutenant-Colonel Lavender ; whether wounded 
or not, I am unable to say. 

Our loss in killed, wounded, and missing was 67, making a total loss 
of 134. In this last engagement we took nearly 200 prisoners. 

I cannot speak too highly of the efforts of General Preston, who, re- 
gardless of danger, went everywhere, encouraging and rallying the men ; 
nor of the many brave men of my command who fought bravely through 
both engagements. 

During the action four color-bearers were shot, our flag-staff thrice 
shot in two, and the color itself riddled by balls. 

Many distinguished instances came under my eye, but I refrain from 
particularizing, as I would not do so without seeming partial. 

I remain, captain, your obedient servant, 

F. OLATBEOOKE, 

Major ^ GommanAmg Twentieth Temmsee Regiment. 
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iTo. 241. 

E^ort of Lieut. John W. Mebane, WrigMs Tennessee battery. 

, 1863. 

[I have the honor to report the] part taken in the battle before Mnr- 
freesborough by Capt. E. B. Wright’s battery, light artillery, General 
Preston’s brigade, General Breckinridge’s division : 

The battery -was ordered out about 8 o’clock Sunday morning, De- 
cember 28, 1862, and took a position 2 miles from Murfreesborough, on 
the left of the Lebanon road, in the center of General Preston’s brigade. 
We held the position until 3 p. m., when we retired about a quarter of 
a mile on the south side of a small branch, where we remained in biv- 
ouac until Monday evening, 3 o’clock, when we moved 1 mile to the left 
of our first position, and took a position in the edge of a thick wood on 
the south side of a field, opposite some log-houses on the north side, 
which were burning at the time we took our position. We held the 
last-mentioned position until near sunset Tuesday evening, when we 
moved about a quarter of a mile to the left of our second position, and 
took a position just in the south side of the last-mentioned field, be- 
tween the brigades of General Preston and Colonel Palmer, General 
Preston on our right and Colonel Palmer on our left. We held our 
third position until Wednesday morning about sunrise, when Captain 
Wright received orders to report with his battery to Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Hardee, on the left of our lines. He reported as ordered, and was 
ordered to park his battery in a field about half a mile west of Stone’s 
Eiver, on the Franklin road. We remained in park until Thursday 
evening, 2 o’clock, when we were ordered to take a position on the Wil- 
kinson pike, about 2 miles from Murfreesborough, where we remained 
until 2 p. m. Friday, when Captain Wright received orders from (general 
Bragg to report with his battery at the Hashville Ford, on Stone’s Eiver, 
where he would be met by a staff officer, who would show him his posi- 
tion. Captain Wright moved his battery to the ford, and no officer 
making his appearance. Captain Wright moved his battery about a 
mile northwest from the ford, to where General Breckinridge’s division 
was in line, and, learning that General Breckinridge would make an 
attack at 4 p. m., Captain Wright moved his battery on the right of the 
division, and advanced with General Preston’s brigade. We passed 
through an open skirt of woods about 100 yards in width into a corn- 
field about 400 yards wide. We advanced about 200 yards in the field, 
and opened fire on a Federal battery about 300 yards obliquely to our 
right. As we were advancing at a gallop in the field, before taking our 
first position, the off lead horse in one of our 6-pounder gun teams was 
struck in the head with a ball and fell dead. Before the team could be 
halted, the carriage was rushed against the horse and the pole broken, 
which caused the piece not to be in action in our first position at ^1. 
We continued firing on the battery and a column of infantry, which 
was filing to the right in rear of the battery, about fifteen minutes, when 
the Federal battery ceased firing on us, and we limbered to the front to 
advance. 

I received a very painful wound in my left arm from a fragment of a 
shell about the time my section had fired the first round, but remained 
in the action until the command was given to limber to the front, when 
Captain Wright ordered me to the rear to have my wound dressed, eyid 
ordered Lieutenant [J. C.] Grant up with the limbers of the caissons. I 
conducted Lieutenant Grant to the field and pointed out to him the 
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position of the battery, and went back to have my -wound dressed, but, 
before the surgeon had finished, our lines had fallen back to their first 
position. 

For the report from the time we limbered to the front at our first 
position until we fell back from the field, I am indebted to Lieutenant 
[J, W.J Phillips. It is as follows : 

After limbering to the front, the battery was ordered by Major Graves 
by a left-oblique to the left of the field, under the cover of a small hill, 
where it remained about ten minutes, when it was again ordered by 
Major Graves by a right-oblique to the right of the field, on the top of a 
long hill formerly occupied by the enemy. When we reached the top 
of the hill our men were in full retreat ; but we opened on the enemy 
with spherical case and canister, and continued to fire with effect until 
the enemy had charged within 75 yards of our pieces. Here it was that 
Captain Wright fell, mortally wounded, and three men carried his body to 
the rear. Just after Captain Wright fell, Major Graves gave the com- 
mand limber to the rear,” and just as the pieces were limbered up he 
gave the command to unlimber and fire double charges of canister, which 
command was obeyed by firing about one round to the piece, when the 
command ^Gimber to the rear” was again given by Major Graves ,• but 
only two of the pieces were ever limbered up and the others fell into the 
hands of the enemy. The gunner and two of the men of one of the lost 
l)ieces had gone to the rear with the captain’s body, another one had 
been shot, and the others in the general panic had gone to the rear. 
This left not one to raise the trail except Sergeant Wright, who was 
unable to do it. Two horses of the limber of the other lost gun were 
shot down while moving the limber to the trail, and the men would have 
been captured had they remained to cut them out, so close had the 
enemy charged to them. Had our battery gone to the rear when the 
other batteries of the division did, we would have saved our guns ; but 
being under the immediate supervision of the chief of artillery, we did 
not move without orders from him. We carried two pieces and four 
caissons from the field, and were ordered to the rear as unfit for service 
by General Preston. 

Saturday we endeavored to fit out one section for service, but the day 
was so very rainy that we did not complete it until late in the evening, 
when we were ordered to prepare to evacuate the place. 

The loss of the battery may be summed up thus : Killed — officers, 1 j 
non-commissioned officers, 1; enlisted men, 4. Wounded — officers, 1 j 
non-commissioned officers, 3 5 enlisted men," 4. Total, 14. 

[We had] 10 horses killed and 2 guns lost. 

Very respectfully. 


JKO. W. MBBANE, 
Lieutenant^ Commanding WrighVs Battery. 


[ Indorsement. J 

Headqtjaetees Peeston’s Beigadb, 
Beeckineidge’s Division, Aemy op Tennessee, 

Tulldhoma, Tenn,, February 21, 1863. 
The foregoing are ofiBcial copies of the reports of the commanders of 
regiments and battery of Preston’s brigad^ Breckinridge’s division, 0. S. 
Army, of the battle of Murfreesborongh, worn the originals transmitted 
to division headquarters. 

‘ , W. E. CHAMBLISS, 

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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'No. 242. 

Eeport of Col. Robert P. Trdbne^ Fourth Kentucky Infantry^ commanding 

Fourth Brigade. 

Headquarters Trabue’s (late Hanson’s) Brigade, 

Tullahoma^ Tenn.j January 13, 1863. 

Sir : The untimely fall of the gallant and lamented Hanson, brigadier- 
general commanding this brigade, in the engagement on Friday, the 2d 
instant, at Murfreesborough, imposes on me the duty of reporting, to the 
extent of my knowledge, the operations of the brigade prior to and after 
his fall in the battle before that place. 

On Sunday, the brigade having received orders to that effect, marched 
from their camp in rear of Murfreesborough, at 8 a. m., to the position in 
the front line of battle indicated for our occupation. This brigade 
formed the left of General Breckinridge’s division, and in line jested 
with its left on or near Stone’s Eiver, extending eastward until the right 
was united to Colonel Palmer’s brigade. The position first taken up 
(the exact line not having been pointed out) was along the skirt of 
woods in rear of the open fields east and south of Stone’s Eiver, which 
afforded, by the existence of a small ridge running parallel with the 
front, and af consequent depression immediately in rear, very good pro- 
tection against the enemy’s long-range artillery. 

On Monday, Semple’s battery of six Hapoleon guns, furnished by the 
chief of artillery, was placed on the crest immediately in front of the right 
wing, and Cobb’s battery was held to be placed later. Thus formed in 
line, the Fourth Kentucky was on the right; Second Kentucky second, 
Major [James W.J Hewitt; Forty-first Alabama third. Colonel [H.j 
Talbird ; Sixth Kentucky fourth, Colonel [Joseph H.] Lewis, and Ninth 
Kentucky on the left, Colonel [T. H.] Hunt. 

On Monday evening it w^as perceived that the enemy meant to occupy 
immediately all the advantageous positions in our front, of which he 
could possess himself, for artillery, A prominent elevation existed 1,000 
yards in front of our left, which General Breckinridge desired we should 
hold, notwithstanding it was liable to assault, being isolated 1,000 yards 
in front of our lines. To this end, Colonel Hunt, with the Ninth Ken- 
tucky, Colonel Lewis, Sixth Kentucky, Lieutenant Colonel [M. L.] Stan- 
sel, Forty-first Alabama, and Cobb’s battery, were ordered to occupy it. 
Throwing out skirmishers, they were soon engaged with those of the 
enemy. The force above named was then moved up to the front in sup- 
port of the skirmishers, and succeeded in establishing Cobb’s battery on 
the eminence. This was not accomplished without the loss of two valu- 
able officers — Lieutenants [A. J.] Beale and [O.] Kennard, of Company 
D, Ninth Kentucky, the former 'severely and the latter slightly wounded. 
By this time it was dark, when the enemy endeavored in a spirited effort 
to retake the position, rapidly driving in our skirmishers, and approach- 
ing to within a few yards of the battery. This attempt was frustrated 
by promptly advancing the Forty-first Alabama, under Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Stansel, when the enemy were driven oft in confusion, leaving two 
of their dead near the battery. Our loss here amounted to not less than 
10 wounded, falling mainly on the Sixth Kentucky and Cobb’s battery, 
among whom was Lieutenant [ J. B.] Holman, Sixth Kentucky. 

On Tuesday night these regiments were withdrawn, and I, with the 
Second and Fourth Kentucky and Cobb’s battery, occupied this posi- 
tion. It was deemed of the last importance to hold this hill, and 
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orders were received to do so at all hazards, it being called the key of 
the battle-field. 

On Wednesday evening the entire brigade was brought up, having 
been re-enforced by a section of Lumsden’s battery, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant [J. A.] Chalaron,*' and a section of Washington Artillery, com- 
manded by lieutenant [E.] Tarrant. Semple’s battery having taken 
up a position 600 yards in rear and left of us, a section of this battery 
replaced for one night Cobb’s battery. During the week which followed 
we were kept here bivouacking in the mud and rain, and exposed to an 
incessant fire from the enemy’s batteries and sharpshooters. A tem- 
porary and slight intrenchment was made, which, to some extent, pro- 
tected the batteries; but the casualties at this place were not inconsid- 
erable (amounting to 40 men), as stated above, and as will appear by 
reference to regimental reports. 

During the engagement of Wednesday, time and again did the gal- 
lant Cobb, aided by his not less gallant lieutenants and three sections 
before referred to, disperse the enemy’s columns as they endeavored to 
succor that part of their force engaged with the right of the left wing 
of the army. Indeed, during every day of our occupation of this hill 
our battery did signal service, frequently driving the enemy’s artillery 
away and often dispersing his infantry. All this while the brigade cov- 
ered more than a mile of front with skirmishers and pickets, using for 
that purpose from six to ten companies daily. These advanced to 
within 100 yards of the enemy in many places, and were hourly en- 
gaged. 

On this hill Cobb’s battery lost 8 men ; Colonel Hunt, Ninth Ken- 
tucky, lost a most excellent officer killed (his adjutant, Henry M. Curd), 
whose death all lament, and wounded Capt. Joseph Desha, whose sub- 
sequent conduct elicited universal praise, together with Lieutenants 
[G.] Lewis, Company A, and [H.] Buchanan, Company H, wounded, 
and 3 other officers and 23 privates. (See detailed statement.) Colonel 
Lewis, Sixth Kentucky, lost slightly here ; Lieutenant-Colonel Stansel, 
Forty-first Alabama, lost here two of his best officers and several men; 
the Second and Fourth Kentucky, though equally exposed, lost less at 
this point. 

On Friday, the 2d instant, at 3 o’clock, the order came to move to the 
right and front, and form the left of the front line of General Breckin- 
ridge’s division to attack that portion of the enemy’s left which were 
posted in the woods and ravines on the south side of Stone’s Elver, op- 
posite the extreme right of our army, which was done. Colonel Hunt, 
with his regiment, remained at the hill, ordered to support the battery, 
and six companies were kept out as before on picket duty, thus leaving 
us for the fight about 1,200 men. 

Stone’s Eiver in front of this new position runs nearly parallel with 
the new line, but inclines to the point occupied by the right of this bri- 
gade, when, by a change of direction'to the north, it runs for some dis- 
tance nearly perpendicularly from the front of our line. At this point, 
whence the river changes its direction northward, is a skirt of woods 
and an elevated ridge, behind which and in the ravine and woods the 
enemy lay concealed. To the right of our line the enemy were likewise 
posted in a woods, thus outflanking us. One thousand yards in the front 
from this first skirt of woods is a ford of the river, while the bank of the 
river opposite us, between the ford and point of attack, overlooks the 

* The above account of commanders of sections of artiUery is undoubtedly incoixeot, 
as Chalaron belonged to Washington AxtiUery and Tarrant belonged to Lumsden’s 
battery. 
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south and east bank. One mile farther down the river is another ford, 
as I have since learned. This topography, as well as the enemy^s 
strength, was wholly unknown to us. 

The two lines of the division having been formed, the signal for attack 
was sounded at 4 p. m., when this brigade in line moved steadily forward 
to the attack, with arms loaded and bayonets fixed, instructed to fire 
once and then charge with the bayonet. The peculiar nature of the 
ground and direction of the river and the eagerness of the troops caused 
the lines of General Pillow’s (formerly Palmer’s) brigade and this bri- 
gade to lap on the. crest of the hill, but the fury of the charge and the 
effective fire of the lines put the enemy at once to flight. All in front of 
us that were not killed or captured ran across the river at the ford and 
out of range of our fire, as did a battery which had been posted off to 
our right, and many of the infantry mentioned before as being on the 
right likewise fled across this ford. A part, however, of this force, dou- 
ble-quicking toward the ford from their position, finding they would be 
cut oft‘, formed in line to our right on a ridge, and, not being assailed, 
held this ground. Meanwhile, and from the moment of beginning the 
attack, the enemy’s artillery from the opposite side of the river directed 
on us a most destructive fire. Yery soon, too, the crests of the opposite 
side of the river swarmed with infantry, whose fire was terrible. Thus 
exposed to the fire, seemingly, of all his artillery and a large portibn 
of his infantry from unassailable positions, as well as to the flanking fire 
from the right, it was deemed prudent to withdraw. This was done 
slowly, though not in the best order, resulting mainly from the confu- 
sion consequent upon the too early advance of the second line into the 
ground already too much crowded by the first. The lines were reformed 
about 600 yards in rear of the river, and near the line from which we 
advanced to the attack. 

While thus engaged in reforming my own regiment, I received intel- 
ligence of the fall of General Hanson, when I took command of the bri- 
gade, the other regiments of which had likewise been reformed. This 
brigade in the battle having advanced to within 80 yards of the ford, 
a part of Colonel Lewis’ Sixth Kentucky and a part of the Second Ken- 
tucky having crossed the river a little to the left, when near the ford, 
slightly protected by a picket fence on this side, they fought the enemy 
across the river until the rear having fallen back made it necessary to 
withdraw them also. 

I obtained returns on the field showing still in line more than half 
the men with which we started out, notwithstanding a loss of 33 per 
cent. I remained in line until 9 o’clock, having replenished the car- 
tridge-boxes, when I received orders to return to my original position 
on the hill, which was obeyed. 

We remained in this position until Sunday morning at 1 a.m., when, 
having been assigned the duty of bringing up the rear, we moved off*, 
with Colonel Hunt’s Ninth Kentucky, Forty-first Alabama, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stansel, and Cobb’s battery being detailed as special rear guard. 
My pickets were withdrawn at 3 a. m. by Captain [C.] Bosche, of Ninth 
Kentucky, under direction of Captain Martin, of General Breckinridge’s 
staff. 

I have thus briefly given you a report of the part taken by this bri- 
gade, omitting many details and incidents creditable to individuals and 
to the command. 

In the absence of a report from my own regiment (Fourth Kentucky) 
prior to the time when 1 took command of the brigade, I will state simply 
that both officers and men did their duty. Willis [S.] Eoberts, major, 
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was killed early in the action by a grape-shot. Than him there was 
none a more gallant officer. He had not recovered from wounds re- 
ceived at Baton Eouge. Lieutenant Colonel [Joseph P.] Nuckols was 
wounded in shoulder, near picket fence. Captain [W. P.] Bramblett, 
First Lieutenant [G. B.] Burnley, Second Lieutenants [Green F.] Hig- 
ginson, [K. D.] Clayton, ^nd Eobert] Dunn w^ere killed, and Lieuten- 
ants [Isham T.] Dudley, Eobert Moore (since said to have died), John 
[B.] Moore, [William] Lashbrooke, and. [E. A.] Thompson were wounded, 
together with privates and non-commissioned officers. 

One company (Captain [J. L.j Trice’s), being on picket duty, was not 
in the engagement. 

The color-bearer (Eobert Lindsey), being wounded, refused to allow 
any one to accompany him to the rear, although bleeding at the mouth 
and hose. He handed the colors on return to Private Jones, who was 
killed, when they were borne to the last by Joseph Fichols, of Com- 
pany F. 

Thus it will be seen that of 23 officers of this regiment who went into 
the fight, 7 w^ere killed and 6 wounded. 

The command of the regiment was, on my assuming command of the 
brigade, turned over to Captain [Thomas W.] Thompson. 

The detailed statements heretofore furnished show the casualties to 
have been as follows : 


Command. 

1 

1 

Missing. 

TToTi^nfiTty -I.. ...J 

14 

12 

2 

1 

18 

3 

70 

47 

CO 

28 

89 

3 

24 

11 

14 


fitih ITfintriOiky - 

9tli Xentncky 

41st Alahamai 

35 

Cobb’s battery 

Total 

60 

297 

84 

A firs^refirato 

431 





The conduct of Colonel Lewis, Lieutenant-Colonel Stausel, Forty-first 
Alabama; Maj. James [ W.] Hewitt, Second Kentucky ; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Fuckols and Captain Thompson, of Fourth Kentucky, as well as 
that of the other field and company officers engaged, was gallant in the 
highest degree, and the men repeated also the steadiness and courage 
which characterized them at Donelson, Shiloh, Baton Eouge, Vicks- 
burg, and Hartsville. 

Lieutenants [T. E.] Stake and [Joseph] Benedict and Captain [S. F.] 
Chipley, of General Hanson’s staff, bore themselves with exemplary 
courage. 

My thanks are due, too, to the medical staff and to Captain. Semple, 
division ordnance officer, and Acting Lieut. Presley Trabue, brigade 
ordnance officer, for their promptness in bringing up supplies of^ ammu- 
nition, and to my adjutant, Eobert H. Williams, of Fourth Kentucky. 

I cannot close this report without more special mention of one whose 
gallantry and capacity we all witnessed with pride, and whose loss we 
and the whole army sincerely deplore. I mean the gallant General Han- 
son, who fell in the pride of his manhood in the thickest of the fight, 
nobly doing his duty. His wound was mortal, and death ensued on 
Sunday morning, at 5 o’clock. 
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Colonel Hunt, INinth Kentucky, altliougk not in tke engagement of 
Friday, deserves commendation for his conduct prior and subsequent 
to that time, as do the other officers and the men of his regiment. 

Eespectfully, 

E. P. TEABUB, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade* 

T. O’Hara, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General* 

P. S. — ^The missing list comprises those who went into the engage- 
ment, but were not seen to come out. They must have been killed or 
wounded. I find, also, I have omitted to mention that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stansel received a severe wound in the leg, but did not quit 
the field, and still commands his regiment. 


[Addenda.] 

Alsiract from morning rcjoort of KcniucTcy Brigade, Col. R. P. Trabue commanding, for Jan- 
uary 8, 1863. 


Command. 

Present for 
duty. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Aggregate last re- 
tarn. 

Officers. 

Men. 

jrfAid nnd 

5 

24 

25 
18 
21 


5 

521 

411 

392 

255 

6 

938 1 
675 
518 
431 

6 

1, 0.55 
713 
• 544 
451 

4lRt Alabama.--. •• 

369 

290 

283 

187 

2A Xentncl^y..- - - • 

‘K'A'nfinnlcy - 

6th T^f'-Titnc^y - 

9tli Kentucky 

Roberts’ cavalry*.--. 






Oohb’s bn.t.tAry 

4 

89 

104 

133 

136 

Total 

97 

1, 218’ 

1,688 

2,701 

2,905 



Ko. 243. 

Beport of Lieut* Col* 31* L* Stansel, Forty-first Alabama Infantry. 

Txtllahoma, Tenn., Jamiary 12, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the performances 
of this regiment in the recent seven days’ battles in front of Murfrees- 
borough, Tenn. : 

On Sunday, December 28, this regiment, together with the other reg- 
iments composing Hanson’s brigade, acting under orders proceeding 
from general headquarters, proceeded to Wayne’s Hill and formed line 
of battle in rear and in support of Cobb’s battery and a section of the 
Washington Artillery, as also a section of Lumsden’s battery. In this 
position we remained for several days, exposed to a constant and galling 
fire both from the enemy’s artillery and sharpshooters, awaiting an 
evidently contemplated attack upon that point. During this time two 
of our best lieutenants ([James T.J Hardaway and [N. B.] Lenderman) 
and Private Suddeth were killed and a number of our men wounded ; 
still, however, we held our position against the most terrific assaults the 
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enemy could bring to bear against it— a point called by General Bragg 
himself the key of the battle-field. 

On Friday evening, January 2, this regiment, together -with the Sec- 
ond, Fourth, and, Sixth Kentucky Eegiments, was ordered to the right 
of our position, and proceeded down Stone’s Eiver to a point about 1 
mile north of Wayne’s Hill, to make an attack upon a strong body of 
the enemy in force there. In this attack, from which ensued a most 
terrific battle, my ofiQcers and men demeaned themselves most gallantly, 
driving the enemy before them across the river entirely from the posi- 
tion they held, pushing forward until they came within the raking fire 
of the powerfnl batteries of the enemy planted on the opposite bank of 
the river and supported by almost their entire army. 

So gallant was the general conduct of my officers and men in this the 
hardest struggle of the battle, that it would seem invidious to discrimi- 
nate between them. 

The annexed is a correct list* of the casualties in the battle, which 
shows the following result : Killed, 18 ; wounded, 90 ; missing, 35 ; total, 
143. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. L. STANSEL, 

lAeutenmt-Golonel, Oomdg. Forty-first Eegt. Alaiama Vols, 

Ool. E. P. Teabtje, 

Commanding Ransonh Brigade. 


Eo. 244. 

Report of Maj. Jaynes W. Sewitt, Second Kmtuclcy Infantry. 

TtjllAHOMA, Tenn., January 10, 1863. 

See : I would respectfully report that on Sunday morning, December 
28, [1862,] I left camp with my command and proceeded to a position IJ 
miles north of Mur&eesborough, where, in company with the brigade, 
I remained until the following morning, when I was ordered about 300 
yards in advance, fronting the enemy’s left center. I then threw out 
my fiank companies (A and 0) as skirmishers half a mile farther to the 
frontj occupying a position in sight and range of the enemy. After re- 
maining in that position about two hours, I received orders to take my 
command back to their former position. 

On the morning of Tuesday, 29th instant, I was ordered to send two 
companies (Company B, Captain [Joel] Higgins, and Company H, Lieu- 
tenant [A. K.] Lair) to support a batteiy in the field in the rear of Cobb’s 
battery, where they remained until said battery changed position. The 
same evening I was ordered with my command (eight companies, two 
companies being stUl on picket duty) to a hill immediately in front of 
the enemy, where, in company with the balance of our brigade, we re- 
mained until Friday evening as a support tp Cobb’s battery, a section 
of the Washington Artillery, and a section of Semple’s artillery, exposed 
continually to a severe fire'. 

On Friday evening, about 3 o’clock, in company with the other regi- 
ments of our brigade, we advanced about a mile to the right of our posi- 
tion, and, forming in line of battle, we advanced across an open field to 
a piece of woods occupied by the enemy, about a mile from where our 
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line was formed. After driving the enemy across the river, we still ad- 
vanced to a picket fence in the immediate neighborhood of the enemy’s 
re-enforcements and in range of sixteen of their guns, which continually 
threw among us a shower of shot and shell, which, in addition to heavy 
re-enforcements, compelled us to fall back to our former position in the 
woods, where we reformed under your command, General Hanson having 
been carried oh* the field mortally wounded. 

About 9 p.m., under the command of Captain [James W.] Moss, acting 
major (I being compelled to leave the field from the effects of a shell), 
we were ordered back to the rifle-pits, where we remained until Sunday 
a. m. (1 o’clock), when we took up our line of march for our present 
position. I would farther state that in going into action I had nine 
companies (Company K, Captain [E.] Joyes, being on picket duty), 
numbering 346 men and oflBlcers, and that we lost in the engagement 
108 officers and men killed, wounded, and missing, among whom were 
Lieutenants [F,] Tryon and [S. B.l Hawes, left on the field, supposed to 
be mortally wounded ; Captains [H.] McDowell and [H. B.] Eodgers, 
Adjutant [T. E.] Moss, Lieutenants [L. 0.] Moss, [W. J.] Hays, [E. H.] 
Innis, and [0. W.] Kleisendorff wounded and brought off* the field. My 
color-guard, with one exception, were all either killed or wounded. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that, without an exception, both 
officers and men behaved with great gallantry and bravery. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES W. HEWITT, 
Major, Commanding Regiment 

Col. E. P. Trabub, 

Commanding Eansonh Brigade. 


No. 245. 

Report of Got Joseph E. Lewis, Sixth Kentucky Infantry. 

Camp Tullahoma, Tenn., January 10, 1863. 

Sir : Herewith is a report of what concerns my own command of the 
recent battles at Murfreesborough, Tenn. 

For a clear understanding of the part taken by this regiment I will, 
as far as my limited opportunities allowed me to observe, describe the 
field of its operations. At the ford, 1 mile below the turnpike bridge, 
the river, whose general course is northward, bends toward the west and 
continues in that direction half a mile, when, by a curve at right angles, 
it takes its previous northward course, and continues it for 1 mile or 
more to a ford at which the enemy crossed during the engagement Fri- 
day afternoon. The left of Breckinridge’s division and of Hanson’s bri- 
gade extended to the river a few hundred paces below the first-named 
ford. Atthe point of the second curve a rocky bluff sets in and continues 
to the lower ford, except at a point 600 or 800 yards below, where there 
is a slight depression. For this distance the ground is timbered suffi- 
ciently to afford protection to the enemy. The ground rises gradually 
from thence 400 or 500 yards to an eminence fully as elevated as the 
hill on which Cobb’s battery was placed. On the opposite [side] of and 
bordering on the river, 300 yards below the first-named ford, commences 
a belt of timber about 100 yards wide and extends nearly to the second 
bend of the river. Bounded on the south and west by the river, on the 
north by thick woods and partly on the east by a thicket, is a large field, 
or, rather, two fields, containing between 60 and 80 acres. The field 
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toward the south was covered with tall weeds, and upon an eminence in 
it, about the height of the bluff on the opposite side, a battery was placed 
and earthworks thrown up early Wednesday morning. About 400 yards 
north of this in the other (a com-fleld), was a mound considerably more 
elevated, upon which Cobb’s battery was placed and rifle-pits dug. North 
of this was thick woods extending up to the river and down it about half 
a mile to an old field cleared up to the river. Here the east bank was 
high and rocky, but less elevated by 30 feet than the bluff on the oppo- 
site side. At the termination of this field was a piece of woodland of a 
wedge shape, extending down the river about 300 yards and to within 
a short distance of the ford. Separating the woodland and old field was 
a rail fence running perpendicularly to the river. From this point to 
the ford the ground gradually fell away, while the bluff on the opposite 
side, though bare of timber, continued nearly the same elevation to the 
ford. 

Sunday, the 28th ultimo, the brigade commanded by the late brave 
and lamented Brig. Gen. E. W. Hanson left the camp and took position 
on a ridge opposite the upper ford. 

Monday, the 29th, about '2 p. m., the Ninth and Sixth Kentucky and 
Forty-first Alabama Eegiments and Cobb’s battery moved into the field 
first described. Company A, under Capt. C. B. McClaskey, of this regi- 
ment, being thrown forward to the high mound, in connection with a 
company from each of the other two regiments. Very soon thereafter 
they became engaged with the enemy, when the regiments and battery 
were moved forward to and occupied the mound, this regiment taking 
position in a thicket 200 paces to the right, the Forty-first immediately 
in rear, and Ninth to the left of the battery, the skirmishers having 
taken position beyond in the corn-field. Afterward, about dusk. Com- 
pany G, Capt. Gran Utterback commanding, was moved to the left of 
Company A, but before getting into position the two companies were 
attacked by a large force of the enemy and driven back over the brow 
of the hill ; but upon discovering the presence of the regiments the enemy 
precipitately retreated across the river and made no further demonstra- 
tion that night. The regiments and battery which, previous to the at- 
tack, had commenced to move, were then marched about 400 yards to the 
rear, leaving our skirmishers in possession of the hill. Two men of Com- 
pany G, and Lieutenant [J. B.] Holman, of Company E, were wounded 
in this attack. Subsequently, during the night, this regiment again 
moved forward near the line of skirmishers, and about daylight took 
position in the thicket above described. 

Tuesday (30th) this regiment continued in the same position, annoyed 
considerably by sharpshooters and the enemy’s batteries until nightfall, 
when, being relieved by the Second Kentucky, it, except the two com- 
panies, moved 600 yards to the rear. 

Wednesday (Slst) the regiment about daylight occupied the belt of 
woods before described, in order to watch the enemy on the bluff oppo- 
site and to protect the battery placed in the field that morning. We 
remained here until 3 p. m., and then, exposed to a fire, moved across 
the field to the rear of Cobb’s battery, which was then under fire. 
While in the woods we were constantly exposed to shells from the en- 
emy, and at one time from our own batteries on our left, endeavoring, 
by firing over us, to reach the enemy’s battery farther down the river. 
While here, 2 men of Company D, 1 of Company C, and 1 of Company 
H were wounded. 

Thursday (1st) the regiment remained in the vicinity of Cobb’s battery. 

Friday (M) we occupied the same position till the afternoon, keeping 
two companies forward as skirmishers. Captain [Gran] XJtterback and 
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1 man were wounded, tlie former mortally, while daringly opposing the 
enemy’s skirmishers. He was a brave man and faithful officer. About 
3 p. m. the brigade, except the Ninth Eegiment, left to protect the bat- 
tery, moved by the right flank to within half a mile of the enemy posted’ 
in the strip of woods near the lower ford, which has heretofore been 
described. Here the line of battle parallel to the river was formed, this 
regiment being on the extreme left. When the forward movement com- 
menced, impediments in front made it necessary for this regiment to 
move in rear of the Second Kentucky until open ground was reached, 
causing considerable effort to regain its right position. We were also 
afterward embarrassed by a pond of water and hn impenetrable thicket, 
causing a movement by the right of companies to the first for a short 
distance. Besides all this, while the line of battle was at first parallel 
with the river, at the time of attack the left had been swung around, so 
that nearly a right angle was made with the stream. The line of battle 
was so much longer than the front of the position held by the enemy 
that it was impossible for the whole force to reach the place of attack 
simultaneously, and on that account several of the regiments overlapped, 
so that the Second Kentucky, although next to mine on the right, did 
not have the full space requisite, yet, as it was, its left, when swung 
around, rested near the bluff", precluding entirely a movement by this 
regiment any farther in line of battle. Nevertheless, I preserved the 
line of this regiment until the river was reached. Upon reaching the 
eminence that hid us at first from the enemy, they were discovered at 
the distance of 150 yards, posted behind the fence above referred to and 
in the woods. The order having been previously given by Gener^d 
Hanson, our forces opened fire upon them as soon as discovered, and, 
with a shout, moved briskly forward to the charge, driving the enemy 
precipitately from the fence down the river toward the ford. When 
our line reached the fence, the alternative for me was either to be left 
entirely in rear of our lines and out of the fight, or to move by the right 
fllank along on the edge of and under the bluff down the river. The 
second I adopted unhesitatingly, and was carried out with such alacrity 
and bravery by my officers and menthat they pursued the enemy to the 
ford and even across the river at the ford. On account of the want of 
space to maneuver, and the considerable change of direction that had 
to be made to face the enemy, as before stated, some confusion occurred 
after reaching the woods, and no line of battle was kept, and there was 
great danger from the fire of our own men. Following my regiment to 
the ford of the river as soon as my efforts to stop the firing of those in 
rear would allow me, I discovered a large body of the enemy just in 
rear behind the crest of the opposite bluff, advancing. A considerable 
number of men from the different regiments of the brigade had by this 
time posted themselves' behind a picket fence, and were firing oh both 
the advancing and retreating enemy. A large number of the Yankees 
were at the time sheltered behind the bank of the river, displaying the 
white flag. Brigadier-General Hanson, on account of his wound, not 
being at any time present on the left after the fight commenced, and 
knowing that what T supposed was the object of the attack had been 
obtained in driving the enemy out of the woods across the river, I did 
not hesitate to order the flhing at that point to cease, with a view to 
form the men so as to meet the advancing re-enforcements, or to fall 
back in good order, which I feared would have to be donS, for the high 
bluff* on the other side of the river gave the enemy a fearful advantage 
of position in addition to that of numbers ; besides, about midway the 
timber we were exposed to a murderous fire from their batteries. This 
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order of mine was for the other object of securing the prisoners spoken of 
above, who, to the number of at least lOO, were captured and sent to the 
rear. Before any line could be formed, a heavy fire from partially con- 
cealed infantry and artillery, against which our firing availed little, was 
poured in the regiments ; consequently it was impossible to restore per- 
fect order. 

I am satisfied that, so far as this regiment is concerned, and for it only 
have I a right to speak, the enemy paid more than double in numbers, 
though not one tithe in actual worth, for every one of my men struck. 
About one-third of my entire command was killed and wounded, though 
it is remarkable, and at the same time gratifying, that of the great num- 
ber hurt so few are either killed or severely wounded. Companies G 
and B having previously been sent forward as skirmishers, were not 
with the regiment. Company B, however, crossed the river above, and 
behaved well, as I learn. 

Accompanying this-report, and as a part of it, is a list*^ of all the cas- 
ualties since the battle commenced. 

Where there was so much bravery, zeal, and good conduct displayed 
by officers and men of this regiment throughout, I dislike to discrimi- 
nate. I cannot, however, forbear referring to the unflinching courage 
of Color-Sergeant Stotts, who carried the standard in the thickest of the 
fight until struck down, and to the daring and fidelity of Orderly Sergt. 
J. Beverly Lewis, of Company C, who seized the colors from the wounded 
Stotts, and with them rallied and encouraged the men until he fell. 
Both these brave men were left wounded on the field. 

Adjt. Samuel BE. Buchanan, with the chivalry that ever characterizes 
him in battle, when Lewis fell took the colors. There is no more faith- 
ful and attentive officer in camp or gallant man in action. Taking the 
colors from Adjutant Buchanan,! called for some one to bear them, when 
Private Adams, of Company D, promptly took and bravely bore them 
during the rest of the engagement. 

Maj. W. L. Clarke behaved with coolness and bravery, though I can 
conscientiously say of every officer and man engaged in the action that 
he behaved worthy of the old senior of Kentuckians. 

Fully one-half the regiment crossed the river through water waist- 
deep, and only fell back when driven by overwhelming numbers and 
certain capture threatened them. 

The regiment left camp Sunday (28th) with 269 officers and men. By 
sickness, for want of shoes, and casualties, the actual number on Friday 
was 231 officers and men. 

The whole number killed, wounded, and missing during the entire 
engagepaents was: Killed, 2; wounded, 66; missing, 10; total, 78.t Of 
those wounded, several were left on the field and at Murfreesborougb, 
and, of the missing, I fear all are prisoners and some killed or wounded, 
for they had all crossed the river, and one of them, Lieut. E. P, Thomp- 
son~the last seen — ^he, with pistol, was firing on the advancing enemy. 
It is due to him to say that, detailed as commissary, he was not required 
to go into action, but he during that week discharged his duties as com- 
missaiy, and, as an officer on the field, shared the hardships and dan- 
gers throughout. 

Yery respectfully. 


JOS. H. LEWIS, 

GoloneL Commanding Sixth Kentucky Volunteers^ 

Capt. T. E. Stake, 

Asst. Adjt. Oen.j Tralu^s Brigade^ Breckinridge^ s Division. 


Embodied in statement on p. 828. 
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Ho. 246. 

Beport of Col. Thomas R. Runt^ Ninth Kentucky Infantry. 

Manchester, Tenn., January 11, 1863. 

COEONEL : In pursuance of your orders, under date 10th. instant, I 
have the honor to make this my report of the part taken by the Math 
Kentucky Eegiment in late series of engagements on Stoners Eiver, in 
front of Murfreesborough, Tenn. 

On Sunday, the 28th ultimo, Hanson’s brigade moved from camp at 
8 a. m., and was placed in line of battle on the left of the right wing of 
the army, the Ninth Eegiment being on the left of the brigade, with its 
left resting near the ford on Stone’s Eiver that has been in use since the 
turnpike bridge was burned. 

Nothing further of interest occurred until Monday, the 29th, about 3 
p. m., when, under General Hanson’s orders, I moved forward the Ninth 
and Sixth Kentucky and the Forty-first Alabama Eegiments, with Cobb’s 
Kentucky battery, and established them in prolongation of our line of 
battle on the left bank of the river. 

By this time our cavalry had been driven in and the enemy’s skirmish- 
ers began to show themselves. Under orders to occupy with this force 
a commanding position some 400 yards in advance,! threw out skirmish- 
ers, who were soon briskly engaged with those of the enemy. I moved 
forward the entire force in support of the skirmishers, and succeeded in 
establishing the battery in the desired position 5 but this was not accom- 
plished without the loss of the services of two valuable officers — Lieu- 
tenants [A. J.] Beale and [O.] Kennard, of Company D ; the former 
severely and the latter slightly wounded. 

By tffis time it was dark, and the enemy with a regiment of infantry 
made a spirited efitbrt to retake the position, rapidly driving in our skir- 
mishers and approaching within a few yards of the battery. This at- 
tempt was frustrated by promptly advancing the Forty-first Alabama 
Eegiment, and the enemy were driven off in confusion, leaving two of 
their dead on the field. 

Our loss here amounted to not less than 10 wounded, falling on the 
Sixth Kentucky Eegiment and Cobb’s battery. 

Just after this affair I received orders to fall back to the position I 
had first been advanced to, but I kept out a strong line of skirmishers. 

About 3 o’clock Tuesday morning orders came to me to reoccupy the 
hill and hold it at all hazard, and I again took possession of it, and with- 
out opposition. 

On Tuesday, the 30th, I was left with this command in charge of the 
position, which I endeavored to strengthen by throwing up some rifle- 
pits, which were constructed under the fire of sharpshooters, while the 
entire command was subjected to heavy artillery fire. I also kept out a 
strong line of skirmishers, who were constantly engaged. That night 
we were relieved by the Second and Fourth Kentucky Eegiments, and 
retired to a position where the men could cook rations. 

Daylight Wednesday morning found us in our old position, with the 
brigade reunited and General Hanson in command. This day, with part 
of the regiment in the pits and the balance held as supports for our ar- 
tillery, now increased to twelve pieces, we were subjected to a terrible 
cannonade from the enemy, as well as to an annoying fire from their 
sharpshooters. In the afternoon the regiment was put in motion to unite 
in a charge on the enemy’s left center, but the order was subsequently 
countermanded^ and we resumed our original positioq. 
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It was now we had to deplore the loss of Acljt. Henry M. Ourd, hilled 
by a cannon ball ; a gallant and meritorious officer, cheerful under all 
dangers and privations, and endeared to the command by his frank and 
manly bearing, who nobly fell in discharge of his duty. Gapt. Joseph 
Desha was also struck by a cannon ball and carried offi the field, as was 
sui)posed, in a dying condition; but he returned the same night with 
his wound tied up, and has since continued in command of his company. 

Thursday the cannonading commenced early in the morning, but was 
not of long continuance, and, with the exception of some skirmishing, 
nothing occurred worthy of note. 

Friday morning, with the exception of light skirmishing, all was quiet 
with us. In the afternoon, when the balance of the brigade was moved 
out to join in the attack on our right, the Ninth Eegiment, with Cobb’s 
battery, was ordered to remain and hold the position. We were then 
subjected to a tremendous shelling, fully as heavy as on any preceding 
day. 

Saturday passed like Friday morning until nearly sundown, when the 
enemy made a formidable attack on the brigade posted on our left. My 
regiment was- promptly placed in the rifle-pits, and there received some 
of the shell and ball intended for our neighbors. That night the retreat 
commenced, and the Ninth Kentucky and Forty-first Alabama Eegi- 
ments, with Cobh’s battery, were detached under my command as a rear 
guard on the Manchester pike ; but the enemy not following closely, 
there is nothing of interest in this connection to report. 

The severity of the weather and the character and long continuance of 
the struggle were such as to try the endurance of the troops. Nothing 
tests the courage more than to be subjected to long continued cannon- 
ading, and I am proud to say that the conduct of officers and men was 
worthy of all praise. 

In addition to the officers already mentioned. Lieutenant [G. JLewis, 
of Company A, and Lieutenant [H.] Buchanan, of Company H, were 
wounded. 

I inclose a list,* furnished by Dr. [W. J.l Byrne, regimental surgeon, 
of killed and wounded, and showing the character of the wounds. By 
it will be seen the regiment lost in killed, 1 officer ; wounded, 5 officers 
and 23 privates. 

Eespectfully submitting the above, I am, colonel, your obedient serv- 
ant, 

THOS. H. HUNT, 
Colonel ninth Kentucky Eegiment. 

Col. T. O’Haba, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 247. 

Report of Capt. Robert Cobb, Kentucky battery. 

Camp neab Tullahoma, Tenn., 

January 10, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of my battery in the late engagements near Murfreesborough, 
Tenn.: 

On Sunday, December 28, 1 moved with the brigade to the field, and 
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during that day and part of the sacceeding remained in park about 100 
yards in rear of the first line formed by it. 

On Monday, the 29th, at about 4 o’clock, the brigade having moved 
forward so as to occupy a hill in a corn-field overlooking Stone’s Eiver^ 
and nearly opposite the right of Lieutenant-General Polk’s line, my bat- 
tery, under the direction of Maj. E. E, Graves, chief of artillery, was 
posted upon the crest of the hillj the enemy’s pickets occupying the bank 
of the river in front of the position, and distant about 600 yards. Toward 
night the enemy was seen to strengthen his picket. 

At about 7 p. m. they made a bold dash across the stream, driving in 
our pickets so rapidly that they had, under cover of the darlmess at the 
time prevailing, advanced to within a few paces of my battery and de- 
livered their fire before the supporting regiment (the Forty-first Ala- 
bama) could be brought up. As soon as this could be it was done, 
whereupon the enemy fell back, having wounded Corpl. J. P. Coleman, 
gunner of the left piece. The battery was then, by order of Col. T. H. 
Hunt, commanding the force on the hill, withdrawn to a point in an open 
field bordering on the river, where it remained until near daylight, when 
the hill was reoccupied and the battery posted in its original position. 
The battery remained in this position throughout the several engage- 
ments. 

On Tuesday, at 8 or 9 a. m., the enemy advanced a column, supposed 
to be a brigade, to within about 700 yards of my position and on the 
opposite side of the river. I immediately opened the battery upon it 
and succeeded in repulsing it. This drew upon me the fire of two of the 
enemy’s rifled batteries, one at a distance of 1,200 yards and the other 
at about 700 yards. Engaging with the latter, I succeeded in driving it 
beyond the range of my guns. This done, I withdrew the battery behind 
the crest of the hill, to protect it from the fire of the enemy’s pieces, of 
much longer range than mine. Light earthworks were thrown up in 
front of the battery during the day. 

At night I was relieved by two rifle pieces from Captain Lumsden’s 
battery and two from Captain [C. H.] Slocomb’s battery. 

On Wednesday, the 3Jst, at an early hour, I resumed my position of 
Tuesday, the two sections above alluded to (to wit, section from Lums- 
den’s battery, commanded by Lieutenant [E.J Tarrant, and the section 
from Slocomb’s battery, commanded by Lieutenant Chalaron) remaining 
with me. During the day the battery, composed of my own and those 
two sections, was several times engaged, chiefly in support of General 
Polk’s right, and, as subsequent inspection of the ground shows, with 
good effect. 

Lieutenants Chalaron and Tarrant, as also Lieutenants [E. B.] Mat- 
thews and [B. A.] James, of my own battery, handled their guns with 
consummate skill and coolness, the two former with their rifle guns hav- 
ing succeeded several times in forcing the enemy to retire with their 
batteries behind the shelter of the ridges and heavy timber in our front. 

During this day’s engagement I had the misfortune to lose Corpl. J. 
F. Hawes, who had distinguished himself throughout by his courage and 
the great accuracy of his fire. He fell, while watching the effect of his 
shot. His loss is not easily repaired. 

The battery was not engaged on Thursday, nor on Friday until very 
late in the afternoon, when, the enemy having deployed a large number 
of pieces to repel the attack made by General Breckinridge’s division 
against their left, four shots were fired from Lieutenant Tarrant’s section 
of rifled guns, which drove to the rear a distance of over 500 yards the 
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two of the enemy’s pieces fired at, being directly in my front, and drew 
upon mo the fire of four or five of the other pieces to my right and front. 
This accomplished, the firing was not continued. 

On Saturday the battery was not engaged, and Saturday night, hav< 
ing been, so ordered by General Breckinridge, withdrew from the field 
as a part of the rear guard. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. OOBB, 

Gajotain^ Commanding Battery. 

Oapt. T. E. Stake, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 248. 

Report of Brig. Gen, John K. Jachson^ G. 8. Army, commanding brigade. 

Headquarters Jackson’s Brigade, 

January 22, 1863. 

Major : I have the honor to report that in the recent battles before 
Murfreesborough my brigade consisted of the Fifth and the Eighth Mis- 
sissippi Eegiments, the Fifth Georgia Eegiment, a battalion of sharp- 
shooters commanded by Maj. J. J. Oox, and [E. E.] Pritchard’s battery. 
They were moved to various parts of the field, and at different times 
occupied positions in the front line, on the extreme right, on the left of 
the right wing, on the right of the left wing, and on the extreme left. 
Pritchard’s battery, belonging to my brigade, being insufiSioiently manned, 
only two pieces were carried from Bridgeport to Murfreesborough, 
These, by order of Lieutenant-General Hardee, were left in the earth- 
work in the town of Murfreesborough, and were never brought into 
action. The two rifle pieces of Lumsden’s battery, which had been or- 
dered to report to me, were, by order of Lieutenant-General Hardee, 
subsequently ordered to report to Major-General Breckinridge, thus 
leaving me but two smooth-bore pieces of artillery of Lumsden’s battery. 
These pieces were brought into action on Wednesday, December 31, 
[1862,] at long range, expending about 50 rounds of ammunition. 

I am informed that the two rifle pieces were placed in position by 
orders from Major-General Breckinridge^ and did good service, expend- 
ing about 200 rounds of ammunition. 

There were no casualties in the artillery of my command. 

On the morning of December 31, while maneuvering in front of the 
enemy’s left, I received an order to cross Stone’s Eiver at the ford and 
support Brigadier-General Donelson’s brigade, reporting for this pur- 
pose to Lieutenant-General Polk. Upon doing so, I was directed to leave 
the two pieces of artillery and push forward with my infantry to a point 
indicated beyond the ruins of a house (Cowan’s), where the battle was 
raging fiercely. I advanced, passing Brigadier-General Donelson’s bri- 
gade, a part of Brigadier-General Chalmers’ brigade, and a part of the 
brigade commanded by Colonel Coltart. My command became imme- 
diately engaged, and so continued for about three hours. Twice I or- 
dered a charge upon the enemy’s strong position, but for the want of 
support from others, and the smallness of my own numbers, was forced 
to take the cover of a thick cedar wood. Both times my men fell back 
in good order and were reformed in line, until they were ordered to retire 
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from tlie want of ammunition. My command was not afterward brought 
into action, although frequently under fire, and most of the time in the 
front line of battle. 

It becomes my duty to report the following officer and enlisted men 
who left the field without permission while their regiment was engaged, 
and who failed to return to duty when ordered by their commanding 
officer: The Eighth Mississippi Eegiment — Company A, Privates S. 

G. Grissom, W. T. Meeks, S. J. Copeland; Company G, Private Josiah 
Walker ; Company H, Private W. W. Eitchie ; Qompany D, Corpl. A. 
T. Perryman ; Company E, Private J. M. Tullos ; Company K, Lieut. 

H. Matthis, Privates W. J. McGee, M. V. Shows. 

On the other hand, it affords me pleasure to testify to the great cool- 
ness and courage of the offLcers and men of my command. 

Col. John C. Wilkinson, of the Eighth Mississippi Eegiment, was 
severely wounded in the breast, and sent to the hospital in Murffees- 
borough, where, upon retirement of the army, he was left, and it is aj)- 
prehended he fell into the hands of the enemy, being too badly wounded 
to be removed. Lieut. Col. W. L. Sykes, commanding the Eifth Mis- 
sissippi Eegiment, was also severely wounded and sent to the rear. Col. 
W. T. Black, of the Eifth Georgia Eegiment, fell, mortally wounded in 
the head, while gallantly leading his brave regiment ; he survived but 
a few hours. The color-bearer of this regiment, Thomas J. Brantly, 
Company E, was killed by a minie ball passing through his head, where- 
upon First Lieut. J. W. Eason, of Company G, seized the colors and 
was instantly killed by a shot through the head* I have to lament 
among the gallant slain Capt. J. H. Morgan, of the Eifth Mississippi 
Eegiment, and Capt. E. W. Ansley, of the battalion of sharpshooters. 

I bear willing testimony to the gallantry of Maj. J. J. Cox, of the bat- 
talion of sharpshooters, and ask especial attention to his accompanying 
report,* mentioning the names of certain officers and men of other com- 
mands who joined his battalion and remained with it during the engage- 
ment. 

I am much indebted to the officers of my staff for their promptness in 
conveying orders and for their general efficiency in the discharge of their 
duty on the field. Capt. J. B. Gumming, assistant adjutant-general, 
and Lieut. A. M. Jackson, aide-de camp, each had his horse disabled. 

I desire also to make favorable mention of Capt.- Thomas G. Barrett, * 
volunteer aide-de-camp, and Lieut. S. A. Moreno, C. S. Army, acting 
inspector-general of my brigade. I have already made a special recom- 
mendation of the last named officer for promotion, and take occasion to 
renew and urge it. 

I inclose reports in detail from regimental, battalion, and battery com- 
manders; a consolidated report* of killed and wounded byname has 
already been forwarded. 

The annexed tabular statement is made a part of this report, from 
which it will appear that there were 874 infantry, including details for 
infirmary purposes, &c., carried into action, of which there were 41 killed 
and 266 wounded and none missing. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHISr K. JAOKSOl^, 

Brigadier- General. 


Maj. T. B. Eot, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Not found. 
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Beport of ilie brigade commanded by Brig, Gen, John K, Jctchson at the battle before Mur- 
freesborough on Becembet* 31, 1862. 


Command 

Carried into action. 

Casualties. 

S 

8 

?a 

o 

1 

6 

18 

bX) 

1 

tti 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

1 

1 

■< 

64 

79 

133 

31 

8 

m 

o 

1 

I 

o 

§ 

1 
; 3 


27 
20 1 
27 i 
13 

2 

146 
. 150 

255 
139 
95 

173 

170 

282 

152 

97 

2 

1 

1 

9 

5 

19 

4 

4 

7 

12 

3 

49 

66 

101 

24 

8tli Mississippi - - - 

2d Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters 

Total 

89 

785 

874 

4 

37 

26 

240 

307 



Ko. 249. 

■ Beport of 31aj. diaries P. Daniel, Fifth Georgia Infantry. 

Camp Moegan, Ala., January 10, 1863. 
Captain : In conformity witli General Orders, No. 71, Headquarters 
Jackson’s Brigade, January 9, 1863, 1 have the honor to submit the fol- 

WUliam T. Black, commanding in the late fight at Murfreesbor- 
ough, while bravely and gallantly leading his regiment on the center of 
the 6ii6niy, -folL sliot with a niiiii6 ball on. tbo loft si do of the head near 
the top, about 1 p. m., December 31, 1862, and died at 10 p. m. same day. 
*###*** 

The above casualties ♦ occurred between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. 
m., December 31, 1862, in the battle before Murfreesborough, in attack- 
ing the left center of the enemy, who were very strongly and advan- 
tageously posted. • 

From the information I can get, I am proud to say that my commana 
• acted very bravely and gallantly, no shirking or straggling, but every 
man gallantly doing his duty. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ 0. P. DANIEL, 

Major^ Commanding. 

Oapt. Jos. B. OmooNO, 

Assistant AdjutanPOeneral^ Jackson? s Brigade. 


No. 250. 

B^orts of Maj. Jesse J. Cox^ Second Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters. 

BninaEPonT, Ala., January 10, 1863. 
Captain : In compliance with General Orders, No. 71, Headquarters 
Jackson’s Brigade, January 9, 1863, 1 have the honor to report as fol- 
lows : 

My command went into action (on the center) at 12 m., on December 


* Embodied in table above. 
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31, [1862,] and were withdrawn at about 3 p. m., during the whole of 
which time they were under a heavy fire from the enemy. After taking 
our position, we fought them one hour (silencing their infantry fire), at 
which time we received orders to fall back on the brigade. I am proud 
to say that my men were very calm, and obeyed every order promptly. 
My color-bearer and 2 privates killed ; 27 officers and men wounded. 

The casualties* are as follows : Killed — ^non-commissioned officers and 
privates, 3. Wounded — commissioned officers, 3^. non-commissioned 
officers and privates, 24. Total, 30. 

On Friday, January 2, on the extreme left, while skirmishing with 
the enemy in front of our brigade. Private Harvey Teat, of Company 
B, was severely wounded in the thigh. 

I also take pleasure in mentioning the names of the following officers 
and men of different commands that remained with us during the en- 
gagement on Wednesday : 

Captain [B. F.] Moss, Company E, Eighth Mississippi Eegiment, bore 
colors of his regiment with our battalion ; Capt. S. E. Melson, Company 
F, Forty-first Mississippi Eegiment; Captain [E. E. V.] Yates, Company 
D, Forty-first Mississippi Eegiment; Corpl. J. A. Allen, Company A, 
Forty- first Mississippi Eegiment; Private F. E. Johnson, Company A, 
Forty-first Mississippi Eegiment (wounded); Privates A. Sanders, 
Thomas [S.j Patterson, John Moore, Company F, Forty-first Mississippi 
Eegiment ; Lieut. A. T. Calhohn and Private T. L. Eibero, of Captain 
[John F.] Iverson’s company, Fifth Georgia Eegiment. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. J. COX, 

Major^ Gomdg, [Second Georgia] Battalion Sliarjgsliooters. 


CHATTANOoaA, Tenn., January 20, 1863. 
Captain : In obedience to orders of this date, I have the honor to 
state that the battalion had engaged in the battle of December 31, 
[1862,] before Murfreesborough, viz, 13 commissioned officers, 30 non- 
commissioned officers, and 109 privates. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. COX, 

Mqfory Gomdg. [Second Georgia] Battalion Sharjpsliooters. 
Capt. Jos. B. Cummin G-, Assistant Adjutant’ General. 


Xo. 251. 

Report of Lieut. Gol. A. McNeill.; Eighth Mississi^ppi Infantry. 

, 1863. 

# # » # # # 

The above reportt is as accurate as can at present be obtained. The 
regiment entered the engagement with an aggregate of about 270, and 
the above list of casualties shows that near half of those who went into 
action were either killed or wounded. 

The regiment became engaged on Wednesday, December 31, 1862, 
about 12 m., and nobly withstood a most murderous fire of shell and 
shot until about 3 p. m., at which time they were ordered to withdraw. 


* Nominal list omitted. 

t Nominal list of casualties, omitted, is embodied in statement onp. 840. 
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It formed tlie extreme right of the brigade line of battle, and is sup- 
posed to have fronted the enemy’s center at that time. The above cas- 
ualties all occurred in the cedar grove occupied by the brigade during 
the fight on Wednesday, and between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m. 
After Colonel Wilkinson was wounded (which was in the early part ol 
the action), the undersigned assumed command of the regiment, and 
takes great pleasure in testifying to the cool courage and veteran-like 
heroism with which they bore the terrific fire of shell and shot that was 
poured almost incessantly into their ranks for near three hours. Indeed, 
both officers and men as a whole behaved most gallantly. The conduct 
of those who are reported as deserving censure is thought generally to 
merit unmeasured disapprobation. An explanation is forwarded in the 
case of Private J. Walker, of Company G-. As he is very young, his con- 
duct is thought to be somewhat excusable. He returned and served 
with the regiment during the balance of the time, while the others re- 
turned, most of them, to the camp at town, and refused to come back, 
although repeatedly ordered to do so. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. MoNEILL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel j Comdg. Lighth Mississippi Regiment. 


Ho. 252. 

Report of Lieu^t. Earvey E. Oribbs, Lumsden^s (Alabama) battery. 

BRiDaEPOBT. Ala., January 10, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that on Sunday, December 28, 
1862, 1 was ordered to report for duty with Brigadier-General Jackson’s 
brigade, by Lieutenant-Colonel [J. H.] Hallonquist, chief of artillery 
Army of Tennessee, and on Monday morning the general assigned me 
a position near Captain Spence’s residence, east of the Lebanon pike, 
and at 12 midnight I received an order to send the two rifled pieces oi 
the battery to General Breckinridge’s headquarters to report, which I 
did, under the command of Lieutenant Tarrant. He was ordered to 
the knoll on the east side of Stone’s Eiver, which position was ordered 
by General Bragg to he held, as it was a desirable position, from which 
place the two guns fired 200 rounds in the first of the engagement, 
dne of the pieces had been dismounted at Perry ville some time ago, and 
in the recoil the axle-tree gave way. It was replaced by one of the 
pieces taken from the enemy. The two rifled pieces were held in the 
reserve until we reached the river. The smooth-bore was kept with 
the brigade, and on Tuesday about noon I moved with 'the brigade to a 
position on the left of the Lebanon pike and 1 mile nearer the river. 

On Wednesday about noon the section accompanied the brigade across 
Stone’s Eiver, when it was halted by General Jackson until it could se- 
cure a position while the brigade advanced. When the brigade became 
engaged, the section took a position on the hill near Cowan’s house, and 
near the railroad, and fired 50 rounds, when the enemy removed the 
battery at which we had been firing, and night coming On, I moved 
down to the river, and on Thursday took a position again on the right 
where intrenchments were thrown up. 

On Friday I joined the brigade on the extreme left near the Wilson- 
ville [Wilkinson or HashvilleJ pike, and at 12 [o’clock] that night moved 
to the Hashville pike, where the men remained until daylight exposed 
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to a drencliing lain, after wliich we moved to the extreme right again, 
and at midnight Saturday we moved through Murfceeshorough to the 
Nashville pike, marched until Sunday evening, exposed again to the 
severity of the weather. 

The damage done by the firing of the battery — I cannot say what dam- 
age was done to the enemy ; it is said that one of the rifled pieces blew 
up a caisson. I am happy to say that no damage whatever was done 
to the battery by the shots of the enemy. The men all behaved with 
coolness, and with a determination to do what was in their power to 
drive back the enemy of our country. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

HAEVEY H. OEIBBS, 

First Lieutenant^ Commanding Lumsden^s Battery. 


No. 253. 

Befgort ofMaj. Gen, PatrieTc R. Glehurne^ C. S» Army^ commanding division. 

Headquarters Cleburne’s Division, 

Hardee’s Corps, Armt op Tennessee, 

Tullahoma, Tenn.y January 31, 1863. 

On December 26, 1862, three brigades of my division were stationed 
at College Grove, near Eaglesville, about 20 miles west of Murfrees- 
borough. The Fourth Brigade, under command of Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. 
Wood, was stationed at Triune, 4 miles north of College Grove, on the 
Nashville and Shelby ville turnpike. 

On the evening of the same day I had information that the enemy had 
driven back the cavalry and occupied Nolensville, in my front. 

During the night I received orders from General Hardee, who had 
gone in person to the front, to have everything in readiness for a move- 
ment and to be prepared for any emergency. I also received instruc- 
tions as to the roads to be taken by my train and fighting force, respect- 
ively, in case of a retreat on Murfreesborough. 

Early on the morning of the 27th, I received orders’ from the same 
source to take up a position on the turnpike about 1 mile north of my 
encampment. While making this disposition, I received orders from 
General Hardee to move the three brigades with me to Murfreesborough 
by the routes i^reviously decided uponjalso that Wood’s brigade would 
remain at Triune and assist General Wharton’s cavalry to retard the 
farther advance of the enemy. 

For the proceedings of Wood’s brigade under this order, I respectfully 
refer you to the report of Brig. Gen. S. A. M. YTood, herewith trans- 
mitted. 

I immediately moved as directed 5 marched all day, part of it over a 
miserable road and through a cold, drenching rain, and encamped after 
nightfall on the Salem turnpike, within 1 mile of Stone’s Eiver. 

On the morning of tiie 28th, General Hardee ordered me to form line 
of battle north of, Murfreesborough and east of Stone’s Eiver, my line 
to face north, its left resting on the river, its right near the Lebanon 
turnpike, 800 or 1,000 yards in rear of a line already occupied by Breck- 
inridge’s division. 

Wood’s brigade, falling back slowly before General McCook’s army 
corps, impeding his advance wherever opportunity offered, finally reached 
Stone’s Eiver and rejoined the division on the morning of the 29th, 
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I lay, inactive, in line of battle until the evening of the 30th, when I 
received orders to move from the right to the left of the army. Arriving 
at the fording place on Stone’s Eiver, I received orders to remain there 
until General Hardee had examined the ground and determined my 
position. It was dark when staff officers were sent to order me forward 
and show me my position. The passage of the river in the night was 
attended with many difficulties, and my whole division was not in posi- 
tion before midnight. As well as I could judge from the camp-fires, 
my line was a prolongation to the left of Cheatham’s line, and was 400 
or 600 yards in rear of McOown’s division. 

Soon after midnight I received an order from General Hardee, on 
which I based and issued the following circular, viz : 

Generals of brigades will have tbeir respective commands in readiness to move upon 
tbe enemy at 4. 30 o^clock this morning. The several commands will fall into line with- 
out signal of bugle or drum. 

Before daylight I formed line, placing Polk’s brigade, with Calvert’s 
battery, on the right; Johnson’s brigade, with Darden’s battery, in the 
center, and Liddell’s brigade, with the Warren Light Artillery, com- 
manded by Lieutenant [H.] Shannon, on the left. Wood’s brigade I 
placed a short distance in rear of Polk’s. This brigade had no battery 
in the fight, its battery (Semple’s, of six 1^'apoleon guns) having been 
detached the day before to support Hanson’s brigade, of Breckinridge’s 
division, and having remained with that brigade on the right of the 
army- 

On account of the absence on duty of my chief of artillery, I ordered 
my chief of ordnance (Captain [T. E.] Hotchkiss) to act as chief of ar- 
tillery, and Eobert [D.] Smith, ordnance officer of Polk’s brigade, to act 
as division ordnance officer. 

It was not yet clear day when I received orders from General Hardee 
to advance. Swinging to the right as I moved forward, I rapidly com- 
municated these instructions to brigade commanders, caused my division 
to load, and moved forward, stepping short upon the right and full upon 
the left, so as to swing round my left as directed. General Cheatham’s 
left did not move forward at the same moment as my right, and my divis- 
ion, inclining to the left as it advanced, a gap was soon left between 
us, which General Hardee directed General Wood’s brigade to fill. My 
whole division (Semple’s battery excepted) was now advancing in line of 
battle, gradually wheeling to the right as it advanced. My left had not 
moved half a mile when heavy firing commenced near its front, supposed 
to be McCown’s division engaging the enemy. A few moments more, 
and the enemy’s skirmishers opened fire along the right and left center 
of my division, indicating that instead of being a second line supporting 
McCown’s division, I was, in reality, the foremost line on this part of 
the field, and that McCown’s line had unaccountably disappeared from 
my front. Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward, and I pressed 
on, continuing the difficult wheel under fire, through a country cut up 
with numerous fences and thickets. There was a great deal of crowd- 
ing and improper opening out in the center of my line. Polk’s and 
Johnson’s brigades had to be moved by the flank more than once to 
regain their true positions. Driving back the enemy’s skirmishers in the 
face of a heavy fire of shot and shell, I encountered his first solid line 
of battle at an average distance of three-fourths of a mile from the scene 
of my bivouac of last night. The left of this line (opposite Wood’s and 
Polk’s brigades) stretched through a large cedar brake ; the right (oppo- 
site Liddell’s and Johnson’s) through open ground, in many parts of 
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the brake the enemy found natural breastworks of limestone rock. In 
the open ground he covered most of his line behind a string of fence. 
Opposite my left, where the ground was open, a second line of the enemy, 
supported by artillery, could be seen a short distance in rear of his first. 
Here was my first important fight of the day. It extended along my 
whole line, and was participated in by McNair’s brigade, of McCown’s 
division, which had been placed on my left, and which a few moments 
before had surprised and driven the enemy from the ground over which 
my left had passed. The fight was short and bloody, lasting about 
twenty-five minutes, when the enemy gave way, both in the cedars and 
open ground, and fied back on his second line, which was immediately 
encountered in the woods, pastures, and open ground in rear of his 
former position. His second line soon gave way, and both went oif to- 
gether. My first fight may be said to have ended here. Its results were 
important.’ 

The Eighth Arkansas, of Liddell’s brigade, captured two stand of 
colors. They were handed to Colonel [John H.] Kelly on the field by 
Private James Kiddle, of Company 0, and Corpl. N. A. Horn, of Com- 
pany E. In the rapid pursuit which followed, Colonel Kelly could not 
carry them 5 they were left on the field, and, I fear, appropriated by some 
person who had no title to them. 

The Second Arkansas [Infantry], of Liddell’s brigade, again encoun- 
tered and defeated the Twenty-second Indiana (the same regiment it had 
so severely handled'at the battle of Perryville), wounding and capturing 
its lieutenant-colonel. This brigade also caiitured two rifled cannon, with 
suitable ammunition 5 these Lieutenant Shannon added to his battery, 
and used on the enemy’’ at subsequent periods of the battle. In Johnson’s 
brigade, the Seventeenth Tennessee charged and captured a battery of 
four guns. In Wood’s brigade, the Sixteenth Alabama wounded and 
captured the colonel and killed the lieutenant-colonel and major of the 
One hundred and first Ohio. My losses were very severe, especially on 
my left wing, where Johnson’s and Liddell’s brigades suffered more than 
in" all the subsequent fighting of the day. In Johnson’s brigade. Colonel 
[A. S.] Marks, of the Seventeenth Tennessee (one of the best officers 
in the division), was severely wounded. Major [H. C.] Ewin, Forty- 
fourth Tennessee, was mortally wounded. Colonel [Moses] White.and 
Lieutenant-Colonel [K. DJ Frayser, Thirty-seventh Tennessee, were 
wounded. Colonel [ J. M.] Hughs, Twenty-fifth Tennessee, was wounded. 
In Polk’s brigade. Majors [C. H.] Carlton and [K. A.] Duncan, Fifteenth 
and Thirteenth Arkansas, were wounded. In Wood’s brigade, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel [A, H.] Helvenston and Major [J. H.] McGaughy, Sixteenth 
Alabama, were wounded. In all, nine field officers, and a proportionate 
number of company officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
were killed or wounded in this fight. 

My division was now engaged in a rapid, but not very orderly, pur- 
suit of the enemy, which was continued until a fresh line of his infantry 
and artillery came in view. This line was drawn up on the south side of, 
and parallel to, the Wilkinson turnpike, its right resting in open woods, 
its left in open fields. It checked or pushed back portions of my com-, 
mand, which, in the ardor of pursuit, had advanced beyond the general 
line. My whole division (the right of Johnson’s brigade, which had de- 
layed to "replenish its ammunition, excepted) again engaged the enemy. 
Advancing steadily in the face of a heavy fire of infantry and artillery, 
Liddell’s brigade, and the Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade, 
drove back the enemy’s right. Wood’s and Polk’s brigades encountered 
a more obstinate and protracted resistance to the open fields where they 
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fought 5 but here, too, success again rewarded the bravery of my men. 
The enemy were driven across the Wilkinson pike, and took refuge in 
the woods and heavy cedar brake on the north side. In this fight I cap- 
tured 2 hospitals, nearly 1,000 prisoners, a train of ammunition wagons, 
1 piece of artillery, 3 or 4 caissons, and 2 wagons loaded with medical 
stores. The Federal General [J. W.] Sill was killed near one of the 
hospitals. The Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade, and the 
Second Arkansas, of Liddell’s brigade, contend for the honor of having 
first captured the hospital and killed General Sill. 

My line was now far advanced beyond that of Withers and Cheatham. 
I began to discover from the firing that I was getting in rear of the 
right flank of the enemy’s center. My right wing and left center were 
exposed to a heavy enfilading fire as they crossed the open ground near 
the turnpike from a powerful battery planted near the north side of the 
pike. Captain Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery, placed Darden’s and 
[J. H.] Calvert’s batteries in position, and boldly attacked the Parrott 
and rifled artillery of the enemy. Wood’s brigade having moved back 
to get a fresh supply of ammunition, Brigadier-General Polk moved 
forward, but was forced by the enfilading hre to change front forward 
on his first battalion, so as to place his line at right angles to the pike 
and facing eastwardly. This done, he advanced and attacked the sup- 
ports of the battery, while Hotchkiss, though greatly overmatched in 
number and caliber of guns, continued to fire on them. The enemy 
abandoned the position, leaving several pieces of artillery, The Fifth 
Confederate and First Arkansas passed through and beyond these guns, 
and fairly deserve the honor of having captured them. Colonel [P. B.] 
Hawkins, of the Eleventh Kentucky, commanding a Federal brigade, 
was killed by the First Arkansas [Infantry] during this fight. Believed 
of the enfilading fii‘e, Brigadier-General Polk again changed front and 
resumed his original line of advance. 

In the mean time Wood’s brigade had come up and been ordered by 
me to the left of Polk’s brigade. Johnson’s brigade had also come up, 
and, like Polk’s, had been forced by the enfilading fire to change front. 
I had ordered Brigadier-General Johnson to throw forward a strong 
company of sharpshooters and advance on the battery to Polk’s assist- 
ance 5 but just at this time the firing ceased, and I discovered the en- 
emy had been driven back, as before stated. I then changed the direc- 
tion of Johnson’s advance to correspond with Polk’s, and moved his 
brigade on the right of Polk’s, whose guns were again heard in conflict 
with the enemy. On examination, I found the enemy had made another 
stand in a heavy cedar brake north of the Wilkinson pike, and in front 
of where my right crossed it. He had again found natural breastworks 
of limestone rock, and covered most of his line behind them. He made 
an obstinate and destructive resistance, during which Polk’s brigade 
suffered a severe repulse ; but he was finally dislodged and driven &om 
the cedars. Toward the close of this fight, Smith’s brigade, of Cheat- 
ham’s division, under command of Colonel [A. J.] Yaughan, [jr.,] came 
up on my left and rendered us material assistance. 

In this fight Sergeant Lovin, of the Third Confederate Eegiment, of 
Wood’s brigade, captured a stand of colors, which I herewith transmit. 
Lieut. Col. Don McGregor, of the First Arkansas, fell mortally wounded, 
and Major [J. T.] McEeynolds, the last field officer of the Thirty-seventh 
Tennessee, was mortally wounded. 

The commanding officersof Brigadier-General Wood’s regiments again 
reported their ammunition expended j he moved the brigade in rear of the 
Wilktason pike to procure a supply. While there iufornaation reached 
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General Hardee that the enemy vas threatening our left flank, and he 
ordered Wood^s brigade to remain in the rear and protect the trains. This 
was the smallest brigade I had, numbering on the morning of the fight 
not oyer 1,100 officers and men. It was without a battery, as before 
explained ; was on the extreme right of my line (the most exposed posi- 
tion) up to the time of crossing the pike, and at this time did not num- 
ber 500. 

The enemy was now driven out of the cedars in our front, but to the 
right of my division he still remained undisturbed, and as I again at- 
tempted to advance I found myself flanked on the right and again ex- 
posed to an enfilading fire. I therefore determined to advance on a line 
farther to the left, and where my right flank would not be so fearfully 
exposed. With this view, I ordered General Johnson to move his brigade 
to the left, where Liddell’s brigade would again connect with him. 

But here it would be proper to give a statement of the doings of Lid- 
dell’s brigade since last mentioned as having driven back a line of the 
enemy on the south side of the Wilkinson pike. While my other brigades 
inclined to the right, as stated, Brigadier-General Liddell moved diago- 
nally to the left for a considerable distance through open woods. He met 
the enemy on the far edge of these woods and drove him over the crest 
of the high ground beyond. Throwingforward skirmishers, it was found 
he had made another stand in the valley of Overall’s Creek, 400 or 500 
yards beyond the crest. Liddell moved his battery to the crest and drove 
him back until he disappeared from view behind the embankment of the 
lifashville railroad. From the high point where his battery now was, Lid- 
dell was in full view of the Nashville turnpike and the enemy’s trains. 
He opened with his artillery on one portion of the train, while General 
Wharton, with the cavalry, charged another. The trains disappeared in 
haste and confusion. At this time Liddell’s brigade was the extreme left 
of the infantry of the army, and there was a gap of three-quarters of a 
mile between his right and the left of the other portion of the division. 
I determined to unite the division opposite this gap and advance. I 
ordered Johnson to move on the left of Polk’s brigade, and at the same 
time sent orders to Brigadier- General Liddell to move his brigade by the 
right flank until he had reconnected with Johnson’s brigade. 

While these commands were being executed, I met a brigade of Mc- 
Cown’s division retreating in great disorder. I think this brigade must 
have attempted to advance through the gap in my division and been 
repulsed. 

By moving inward and uniting in the gap mentioned, my division 
again advanced on a line midway between the diverging lines which the 
two portions had before pursued. I advanced with four brigades, dis- 
. posed as follows : Polk’s brigade on the right, Liddell’s on the left, Srdith’s 
brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the right center, Johnson’s the left cen- 
ter. I had not moved 100 yards when Liddell’s brigade became hotly 
engaged with a line of the -enemy drawn up across a neck of woods and 
prolonged into the fields on each side. This, I think, was a continuation 
to the left of the same line which my other brigades had defeated farther 
to the right, or it may have been the line which had caused the repulse 
of McCown’s division (just mentioned) and which was pursuing. How- 
ever this be, Liddell met the enemy here in force and engaged in the most 
obstinately contested and (to the enemy) most destructive fight which 
had yet occurred.- Not until Liddell had closed within 25 paces of him 
wpuld the portion of his line in the woods give way. 

Colonel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas, and Colonel [8. G.] Smith, of 
tjae Sixth and Seventh Arkansas, were wounded here, 
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Lieutenant-Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, bore the 
colors of his regiment through the hottest of the fight, and by his own 
bright example encouraged his men to despise danger. 

J. K. Leslie, a brave and intelligent private of Company C, of this 
regiment, captured a beautiful stand of colors belonging to one of the 
enemy’s regiments of regulars. This flag I also herewith transmit. 

The enemy gave way and fled, leaving a large number of dead behind 
him. Johnson’s, Smith’s, and Polk’s brigades moved rapidly in pursuit, 
obliquing to the left as they advanced. Liddell rapidly reformed his line 
and followed, en echelon^ about 100 yards in rear of Johnson. My orders, 
frequently received from General Hardee during the day, being to push 
the enemy, and, if possible, give him no time to rally or select positions, 
I did not" halt the division or lose any time in rectifying distances or 
alignments. The line had not advanced a quarter of a mile when a fresh 
line of the enemy was discovered in open fields. He was supported by 
numerous and well-served batteries. At this time I had but one bat- 
tery (Liddell’s). Polk’s could not follow through the heavy woods and 
Johnson’s had been ordered by General Hardee to remain in reserve 
near the Wilkinson pike. My line advanced steadily, pouring in a deadly 
fire, and drove the enemy across a small dirt road. That portion of his 
line opposite Johnson rallied behiud a fence on the far side of the dirt 
road, but was driven from there also, when his whole line disappeared 
in the cedar woods, which here border the Nashville pike, and were close 
behind him. Still another line of the enemy showed itself on the edge 
of these cedars. A heavy fire of small-arms was immediately directed 
upon him. He fled back in the woods, leaving the ground in front of 
Johnson’s brigade thickly covered with dead and wounded. Following 
up their success, our men gained the edge of the cedars — Johnson’s bri- 
, gade capturing a battery of Parrott guns — and were almost on the Nash- 
ville,turnpike, in rear of the original center of Eosecrans’ army, sweep- 
ing with their fire his only line of communication with Nashville 5 but it 
was now after 3 o’clock ; my men had had little or no rest the night be- 
fore 5 they had been fighting since dawn, without relief, food, or water ; 
they were comparatively without the support of artillery, for the ad- 
vance had been too rapid to enable my single battery to get 4a position 
and answer the enemy 5 their ammunition was again nearly exhausted, 
and our ordnance trains could not follow. 

At this critical moment the enemy met my thinned ranks with another 
fresh line of battle, supported by a heavier and closer artillery fire than 
I had yet encountered. A report also spread, which I believe was true, 
that we were flanked on the right. This was more than our men could 
stand. Smith’s brigade was driven back in great confusion. Polk’s and 
Johnson’s followed. As our broken ranks went back over the fields be- 
fore the fire of this fresh line, the enemy opened fire on our right flank 
from several batteries which they had concentrated on an eminence near 
the railroad, inflicting a heavier loss on Polk’s brigade than it had suf- 
fered in all the previous fighting of the day. The division was rallied 
on the edge of the opposite woods, about 400 yards in rear of the scene 
of disaster, though some of the men could not be stopped until they 
reached the Wilkinson pike, Liddell’s brigade, en Echelon on my extreme 
left, was not engaged in this last fight and was moved back in good order 
to the line where the other brigades rallied. Here I reformed my divis- 
ion as rapidly as possible, Polk’s brigade on the right,* Johnson’s in the 
center, and Liddell’s on the left. A fresh supply of ammunition was 
served out, and I waited in momentary expectation for an advance of the 
enemy in overwhelming force. He never advanced a foot, and the quei?- 
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tion presented itself, Ought I to again advance I was now in posses- 
sion of 3 miles of ground conquered from the enemy, large numbers of 
prisoners, cannon, and small-arms. Another repulse, and I might lose 
all these and cause the demoralization and destruction of my division. 
I immediately reported the situation to General Hardee, and was or- 
dered by him to hold the ground I had won, rest, and reorganize my 
division and await further orders. Pushing my pickets well forward, I 
bivouacked in line of battle on the same line which the division rallied 
on after the repulse. 

On the morning of January 1, there were rumors that the enemy was 
retreating. I was ordered by General Hardee to push forward, feel the 
enemy, and ascertain the true state of affairs in our front. LiddelPs 
brigade was moved forward and to the left, and drove the enemy’s skir- 
mishers back at least a quarter of a mile, and beyond a white house 
used as a Federal hospital, and situated on the small dirt road near 
which our last fight of the day before occurred. 

During this fight Lieutenant-Colonel [F. J.] Cameron, Sixth and Sev- 
enth Arkansas Eegiment, was wounded. 

Liddell again swept the Kashville turnpike with his artillery, and 
greatly disturbed the enemy’s trains, which could be seen on and near 
it. Receiving another message from General Hardee to the effect that 
he had ordered me to feel the enemy, and could not hear my guns, and 
at the same time receiving information from General Liddell that he 
was in line of battle near the hospital just mentioned, and needed im- 
mediate support on his right, i ordered General Wood to move his bri- 
gade forward cautiously, and support Liddell on the right, but I also 
informed him that the object was merely to ascertain whether the en- 
emy was still in force in our front, not to bring on a .general battle. 
Wood’s brigade mov'ed forward, and I moved Johnson’s skirmishers 
forward en echelon on Wood’s right flank, so as to protect him as much 
as possible. Wood’s brigade formed line close to the dirt road last men- 
tioned, and immediately became hotly engaged with a very large force 
of the enemy, which advanced on him out of the cedars where our repulse 
of the day before occurred. He found that Liddell was not on his 
left, as expected, having previously fallen back; he also discovered that 
the enemy were flanking him on the left with another heavy force. At 
this time he received an order direct from General Hardee not to bring 
on a general battle. He ceased firing and fell back, leaving several 
killed and wounded on the ground. Some of the men of the Forty-fifth 
Mississippi Regiment had gone so far ahead that retreat was impossible ; 
they remained where they were, and fell into the hands of the enemy. 
Wood must have lost nearly 100 in killed, wounded, and prisoners in 
this fight. It was now clear the enemy was still in force in my fi?ont, 
and I so reported it. 

On Friday morning, January 2, 1 \^as satisfied that the enemy was 
fortifying his i)osition. On consultation with my brigade commanders, 
I addressed a note to General Hardee, which I requested him to forward 
to General Bragg, stating this important fact, and that I feared, if my 
single, and now reduced, line was pushed on the enemy in his fortified 
position, the result would prove very disastrous, but that I believed 1 
could hold a defensible position against any* assault of the enemy. 

Semple’s battery rejoined me on the 1st. On the 2d, Friday evening, 
I was ordered to send four of his guns to support an attack about to be 
made by Major-General Breckinridge’s division. My acting chief of ar- 
tillery, Captain Hotchkiss, having been twice wounded while gallantly 
discharging his duty, I ordered him to quit the field (which he reluc- 
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Lieutenant Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arhansas, bore the 
colors of his regiment through the hottest of the fight, and by his own 
bright example encouraged his men to despise danger. 

J. K. Leslie, a brare and intelligent private of Company C, of this 
regiment, captured a beautiful stand of colors belonging to one of the 
enemy’s regiments of regulars. This flag I also herewith transmit. 

The enemy gave way and fled, leaving a large number of dead behind 
him. Johnson’s, Smith’s, and Polk’s brigades moved rapidly in pursuit, 
obliquing to the left as they advanced. Liddell rapidly reformed his line 
and followed, en echelon, about 100 yards in rear of Johnson. My orders, 
frequently received from General Hardee during the day, being to push 
the enemy, and, if possible, give him no time to rally or select positions, 
I did not'halt the division or lose anytime iu rectifying distances or 
alignments. The line had not advanced a quarter of a mile when a fresh 
line of the enemy was discovered in ojien fields. He was supported by 
numerous and well-served batteries. At this time I liad but one bat- 
tery (Liddell’s). Polk’s could not follow through the heavy woods and 
Johnson’s had been ordered by General Hardee to remain iu reserve 
near the Wilkinson pike. My line advanced steadily, pouring in a deadly 
fire, and drove the enemy across a small dirt road. That portion of his 
line opposite Johnson rallied behind a fence on the far side of the dirt 
road, but was driven from there also, when his whole line disappeared 
in the cedar woods, which here border the Nashville pike, and were close 
behind him. Still another line of the enemy shovs'ed itself on the edge 
of these cedars. A heavy fire of small-arms was immediately directed 
upon him. He fled back in the woods, leaving the ground in front of 
Johnson’s brigade thickly covered with dead and wounded. Following 
up their success, our men gained the edge of the cedars — Johnson’s bri- 
t gade capturing a battery of Parrott guns— and were almost on the Nash- 
ville.turnpike, in rear of the original center of Eosecrans’ army, sweep- 
ing with their fire his only line of communication with Nashville ; but it 
was now after 3 o’clock ; my men had had little or no rest the night be- 
fore ; they had been fighting since dawn, without relief, ibod, or water ; 
they were comparatively without the support of artillery, for the ad- 
vance had been too rapid to enable my single battery to get *iu position 
and answer the enemy; their ammunition was again nearly exhausted, 
and our ordnance trains could not follow. 

At this critical moment the enemy met my thinned ranks with another 
fresh line of battle, supported by a heavier and closer artillery fire than 
I had yet encountered. A report also spread, which I believe was true, 
that we were flanked on the right. This was more than our men couhl 
stand. Smith’s brigade was driven back in great confusion. Polk’s and 
Johnson’s followed. As our broken ranks went back over the fields be- 
fore the fire of this fresh line, the enemy opened fire on our right flank 
from several batteries which they had concentrated on an eminence near 
the railroad, inflicting a heavier loss on Polk’s brigade than it had suf- 
fered in all the previous fighting of the day. The division was rallied 
on the edge of the opposite woods, about 400 yards in rear of the scene 
of disaster, though some of the men could not be stopped until they 
reached the Wilkinson pike. Liddell’s brigade, en ScheUn on my extreme 
left, was not engagedin this last fight and was moved back in good order 
to the line where the other brigades rallied. Here I reformed my divis- 
ion as rapidly as possible, Polk’s brigade on the right,’ Johnson’s iu the 
center, and Liddell’s on the left. A fresh supply of ammunition was 
served out, and I waited in momentary expectation for an advance of the 
enemy iu overwhelming force. He never advanced a foot, and the que«?- 
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tioii i)resented itself, Ought I to again advance ? I was now in posses- 
sion of 3 miles of ground conquered from the enemy, large numbers of 
prisoners, cannon, and small-arms. Another repulse, and I might lose 
all these and cause the demoralization and destruction of my division. 
I immediately reported the situation to General Hardee, and was or- 
dered by him to hold the ground I had won, rest, and reorganize my 
division and await further orders. Pushing my pickets well forward, I 
bivouacked in line of battle on the same line which the division rallied 
on after the repulse. 

On the morning of January 1, there were rumors that the enemy was 
retreating. I was ordered by General Hardee to push forward, feel the 
enemy, and ascertain the true state of affairs in our front. LiddelPs 
brigade was moved forward and to the left, and drove the enemy^s skir- 
mishers back at least a quarter of a mile, and beyond a white house 
used as a Federal hospital, and situated on the small dirt road near 
which our last fight of the day before occurred. 

During this fight Lieutenant-Colonel [F. J.] Cameron, Sixth and Sev- 
enth Arkansas Eegiment, was wounded. 

Liddell again swept the Nashville turnpike with his artillery, and 
greatly disturbed the enemy’s trains, which could be seen on and near 
it. Eeceiving another message from General Hardee to the effect that 
he had ordered me to feel the enemy, and could not hear my guns, and 
at the same time receiving information from General Liddell that he 
was in line of battle near the hospital just mentioned, and needed im- 
mediate support on his right, 1 ordered General Wood to move his bri- 
gade forward cautiously, and support Liddell on the right, but I also 
informed him that the object was merely to ascertain whether the en- 
emy was still in force in our front, not to bring on a general battle. 
Wood’s brigade moved forward, and I moved Johnson’s skirmishers 
forward e^i cohelon on Wood’s right flank, so as to protect him as much 
as possible. Wood’s brigade formed line close to the dirt road last men- 
tioned, and immediately became hotly engaged with a very large force 
of the enemy, which advanced on him out of the cedars where our repulse 
of tbe day before occurred. He found that Liddell was not on his 
left, as expected, having previously fallen back; he also discovered that 
the enemy were flanking him on the left with another heavy force. At 
this time he received an order direct from General Hardee not to bring 
on a general battle. He ceased firing and fell back, leaving several 
killed and wounded on tbe ground. Some of the men of the Forty-fifth 
Mississippi Eegiment had gone so far ahead that retreat was impossible ; 
they remained where they were, and fell into the hands of the enemy. 
Wood must have lost nearly 100 in killed, wounded, and prisoners in 
this fight. It was now clear the enemy was still in force in my front, 
and I so reported it. 

On Friday morning, January 2, 1 \^as satisfied that the enemy was 
fortifying his position. On consultation with my brigade commanders, 
I addressed a note to General Hardee, which I requested him to forward 
to General Bragg, stating this important fact, and that I feared, if my 
single, and now reduced, line was pushed on the enemy in his fortified 
position, the result would prove very disastrous, but that I believed 1 
could hold a defensible position against any* assault of the enemy. 

Semple’s battery rejoined me on the 1st. On the 2d, Friday evening, 
I was ordered to send four of his guns to support an attack about to be 
made by Major-General Breckinridge’s division. My acting chief of ar- 
tillery, Captain Hotchkiss, having been twice wounded while gallantly 
discharging his duty, I ordered him to quit tbe field (which he reluc- 
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tantly did) and directed Captain Semple to act as cliief of artillery. Cap- 
tain Semple sent four of his 12-pounders, under Lieutenant [E. J.j Fitz- 
patrick, to General Breckinridge’s division. In the desperate conflict 
which took place on the right that evening, this battery bore a conspic- 
uous part. Out of 45 men and officers, 20 were killed and wounded; 
among them Lieut. Joseph Pollard, who is represented as having fought 
most bravely, and only yielded when his leg and arm were both broken; 
14 horses were killed and wounded, and one piece of artillery was lost. 
For details of the noble conduct of this battery in the fight, I refer you 
to the report of Captain Semple, herewith sent. 

About 11 o’clock that night the enemy made a reconnaissance in force 
in front of my division ; he was driven back by my skirmishers. Imme- 
diately afterward I received orders to withdraw iny pickets and resume^ 
the position held by me on the morning of December 30, on the right ot 
the army, in rear of Breckinridge’s division. Here I remained, endur-^ 
ing the incessant cold rain of that night and next day, until 11 p. m. of 
the 3d, when I commenced retreating on Manchester. 

After the battles of Wednesday, I collected a large number of guns 
and sent them to General Bragg’s chief of ordnance. I also got several 
artillery horses, with which I replaced most of the disabled horses in my 
batteries; also a large quantity of artillery ammunition, harness, and 
other articles necessary in batteries. 

To the courage and patriotism of the officers and men, the good disci- 
pline which existed among them, and the unexj^ected suddenness of the 
attack, are alone due the success which attended my advaiuie upon the 
enemy’s right. With the exception of the wheel of my division,* directed 
by General Hardee, on the morning of the great battle, there was no 
strategic movement attempted. It was one determined charge, some- 
times checked, and even repulsed, by the enemy; sometimes delayed to 
procure a fresh supply of ammunition', but ever renewed and successful, 
iintibMcOook’s Federal corps of 18,000 men, composing the right wing 
of Eosecraus’ army, had been swept away, and two or three lines of his 
successors had shared the same fate. 

To Brigadier-Generals Johnson, Wood, and Polk, and Colonel V aughan, 
commanding Smith’s brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the country is 
indebted for their great exertions on this occasion. Brigadier-General 
Liddell led his brigade with a skill, courage, and devotion which, I believe, 
saved my left flank from being turned by the enemy. 

I found the following officers of my staff very efficient in this battle ; 
they were at their posts all the time, and discharged their difficult 
duties with a courage, promptness, and intelligence not often equaled, 
viz : Col. W. W. Kirkland, chief of staff; Maj. Calhoun Benham, assist- 
ant inspector-general; Capt. Irving A. Buck, assistant adjutant- general ; 
Lieuts. J. W, Jetton and J. K. Dixon (the latter was wounded) ; Capt. 
T. E. Hotchkiss (wounded) ; John M. Johnson, chief surgeon ; Surg. J. H. 
Erskine, chief inspector. Dr. Johnson showed the same zeal, courage, 
and energy in this battle which has distinguished him on every other 
occasion, and made me feel that my division was very fortunate in having 
secured his services. 

In addition to the officers and men already mentioned in my report, 
the following officers and ra,en have been brought to my notice for dis- 
tinguished services on the field. I hope it will be considered no dispar- 
agement of the services of other brave men of my division, some of whom 
laid down their lives or lost limbs on this field, if their gallant deeds 
have been overlooked in this report. 

In Wood’s brigade I must specially mention the following officers and 
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men of tlie Sixteenth Alabama, viz : Col. W. B. Wood and Adjt. B. A. 
Wilson (wounded) ; Captain [William] Hodges, Company F ; Lieutenant 
[0.] Davis, Company Bj Lieutenant [G. W. W.j Jones, Company G; 
Lieutenant [G.] Pride, Company A ; Lieutenant [C. F.] Carson, Company 
C, who remained fighting after he was wounded ; Lieutenant \p. O'.] 
Warren, Company Fj Lieutenant [Thomas J.] Salter, Company I),who 
was wounded, but returned to the field the moment his wound was 
dressed; Sergt. Maj. Eobert H. Cherry and Private Harvey G. Sargent, 
of Company H ; Privates William Boyce and James Peeden, of Company 
0; Sergeant Bowen, Company H; Sergt. H. W. Kutland, Company A; 
Privates Peter White, Company F ; Eobert 'Williams, Company B," and 
H. D. Smith, Company A; the latter, wounded in both legs, deserves 
promotion. In the Forty-fifth Mississippi : Lieutenant-Colonel [E.j 
Charlton, Major [E. F.j Nunn, Adjt. Frank Foster, jr., Sergeants As- 
berry, Doolittle, Morrison, Vaughan, Stewart, Lieut. G. W. Williams, 
Sergeant-Major Kern, Corporals Mallett, Hackler, and Eead, and Pri- 
vate McChadin. Corporal Eead volunteered to carry the colors after 
the color-bearer had been shot down. He is well qualified as an officer, 
and ought to be promoted. In the Thirty-third Alabama: Colonel 
[Samuel] Adams, Captains [W. E.] Dodson and Thomas Seay (severely 
wounded, in advance), Sergeant-Major Mizell (mortally wounded), Corpl. 
Isaac E. Smith, Company C ; Sergeant Stewart, Company H ; Privates 
Byrd, Company I ; Foster, Company E, and Eiley, Company D. In the 
Third Confederate: Major [J. F.] Cameron. Wood’s Sharpshooters: Cap- 
tain [A. T.] Hawkins. 

PoWs Brigade, — In Fifth Confederate : Col. J. A. Smith and Adjt. F. 
T. Smith. In First Arkansas: Colonel [John W.] Colquitt, Lieut. Col. 
Don McGregor, Adjt. S. N. Greenwood, Captain [William A.] Alex- 
ander, Company B (wounded); Captain [W. H.] Scales, Company C 
(wounded); Captain [O. F.] Parrish, Company D (wounded); Lieut. 
John E. Letson (wounded) ; Corpls. Green M. McKenzie, Company A 
(killed) ; John S. T. Hemphill, Company B (wounded) ; Privates G. W. 
Sallee, Company C ; J. C. Bogy, Company D ; W. W. Chaney, Company 
E ; Hardee J. Bullion, Company F, and A. P. Green, Company G (killed) ; 
James Beeson, Company H ; John H. Curd, Company I (killed) ; Ocean 
C. Cheat, Company K (killed). In Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkan- 
sas: Capt. Thomas H. Osborne, Companies B and H, Fifteenth Arkan- 
sas ; Lieut. John Dolan, Company A, Thirteenth Arkansas, ought to be 
promoted ; Color-bearer Felix E. Lipe, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded) ; 
First Sergt. J. M. Harkleroad, Company F, Fifteenth Arkansas ; Pri- 
vate William Sandford, Company E, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded), 
ought to be promoted ; Lieut. William [H.] Pearce and Captain [W. H.j 
Kinsey, Fifteenth Arkansas. In Fifth Tennessee : Col. B. J. Hill, well 
worthy of promotion. Calvert’s Battery: Joseph Lemon, color-bearer, 
deserves promotion. 

lAddoWs Brigade, — In Second Arkansas : Lieutenants [H. C.] Collier 
and [B. L.] Clegg, I fear killed ; Lieutenant Colonel [Eeuben F.] Harvey, 
Captain [ J. K] Phillips, Company F, ought to be promoted ; Lieuten- 
ants [0. S.] Emerson, Company A ; [M. D.] Brown, Company K, and 

g t. E.] Smith, Company G. In Eighth Arkansas : Adjutant [H. J.] 
cCurdy, a brave young soldier (killed) ; Lieutenant [S. B.] Cole, Com- 
pany I; Lieut. Calvin East, Company H ; Lieut. T. H. Beard, Company 
F (killed) ; Lieutenant [W. M.] Bass, Company E ; Captain [W. H.] 
Lankford, Company A ; Lieutenant [B. A.] Terrett, Company E. . In 
Fifth Arkansas: Captain [A. B.] Washington, Company K; Privates 
John Atkinson, Company 0 ; B. W. Maret, Company I, and C. Mattix, 
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Company F. This soldier was too badly wounded to carry his gun. Ho 
asked to be allowed to carry the colors, and did so through the rest of 
the day. Three color-bearers had been shot down previously. In Sixth 
and Seventh Arkansas: Captain [J. W.] Martin, Lieutenant JJ. A.] 
Beeves, and Captain [S. C.l Brown, ever foremost in leading their men ; 
Captains [J. G.] Fletcher, [W. E.] Wilkerson, and [M. M.] Duffie' 
(wounded) ; Sergeant-Major Eddins, Sergeant Bratton, Company H ; 
Private Hulse, Company K ; the color-bearer, whose name has not been 
furnished to me. 

Johnson’s Brigade.— In Twenty-fifth Tennessee: Capt. A. Green, 
Company G; Capt. G. H. Swope, Company H; First Lieut. D. S. 
Walker, Company D, In Forty -fourth Tennessee: Maj. H. C. Bwin 
and Capt. Samuel Stiles, Company A ; Adjt. E. G. Cross, Lieutenants 
[F. M.] Kelso, Company B ; [J. W.] Dickius, Company C ; fW. H.] 
Gibbs, Company F ; A. P. Forester, Company K (wounded) j Color- 
Sergt. M. J. Turner and Corpl. I. S. Berry, Company I (wounded) ; 
Corpl. John W. Gill, Company F (killed) ; Privates J. H. Stone, Com- 
pany B ; S. G. Heflin, Company C (killed) ; B. P. Hargroves, Company 
E (wounded); James 1). Crenshaw, Company H (wounded), and J. M. 
Sellers, Company K. In Tweuty-tliird Tennessee: Capt. K. E. Allen, 
Company E ; Capt. W.. H. Harder, Company G ; Privates Henry C. 
Haynes,' Company E, and Stephen M. Foster, Company C. In Seven- 
teenth Tennessee : Adjt. James [B.] Fitzpatrick. 

I wish to call particular attention to the gallant conduct of Sergt. 
William K. Cameron, color-bearer of Twenty-fifth Tennessee Eegiment. 
Ill the last fight he advanced in front of his regiment so far that tvhen 
it fell back he was unable to follow, and was captured. He tore the 
colors from the staff, concealed them upon his person, and made his 
escape from Bowling Green, bringing with him the flag of the Twenty- 
fifth Tennessee Eegiment. 

In conclusion, I would state that I carried into the fight 0,045 men, 
out of which I lost 11,081 killed, wounded^ and missing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. E. CLEBUENB, 

Major-General. 


Maj. T. B. Eoy, 

. Chief of Staff, Hardee's Corps. 


No. 254. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Lucius E. Polk, C. S. Army, commanding First Bri- 
gade. 

Headqxtaetbks Polk’s Buig-ade, 

January 13, 1803. 

Sib : In obedience to circular of January 10, 1 submit the following 
report of the operations of my brigade in the battle before Murfreesbor- 
ough : 

My brigade was arranged in the following order from left to right : 
Fifth Confederate, First Arkansas [Infantry], Second and Fifth Ten- 
nessee, and Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkansas Eegiments. 

Oh the evening of December 30, 1802, 1 received orders from the divis- 
ion commander to move my brigade from its position (the extreme right 
pf our line of battle) across Stone’s Eiver to the left of General Cheat- 
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bain’s division. This having been accomplished by 9 o’clock at night, 
1 remained in line of battle until nearly 7 o’clock on the morning of the 
31st. At that time I again received orders from division commander to 
wheel my command to the right, keeping the right connected with Gen- 
eral Cheatham’s left. General Cheatham’s division not moving at same 
moment, I found if I attempted to keep with his line I should become 
separated from the division, then advancing. General Wood, about this 
time, having been ordered to my right by Lieutenant-General Hardee, 
and General Cheatham having commenced to move up, I continued my 
move, gaining ground slightly to the left. About 7.30 o’clock, and before 
I had moved more than 700 yards, I received word from Colonel [B. J.] 
Hill that my right had commenced to engage the enemy in a grove of 
cedars near the old Franklin dirt road. I did not believe at first that 
the enemy could be so near us, having understood that we were support- 
ing General McCown. Biding to the place, I was received by a volley 
from the enemy, resulting in the severe wounding of my orderly (Mike 
Connell). In a few moments my entire line advanced across the Frank- 
lin dirt road, entered this cedar brake, and engaged the enemy all along 
the line. In a very short time, by the aid of Captain [J. H.J Calvert’s 
battery, we succeeded in driving the enemy out of the cedars in great 
confusion. Here Major Carlton, Captain Dixon, and Lieut. William H. 
Pearce, Fifteenth Arkansas Eegiment, were wounded while gallantly 
leading their men. 

Following them closely as we could, we encountered them again in a 
woods pasture immediately in our front, in direction of Wilkinson Cross- 
Eoads i>ike. After a few moments fighting, succeeded in breaking 
their lines, and again they fell back in muchi^nfusion. From this posi- 
tion, after having relbrmed my line, I advanced in a line parallel to Wil- 
kinson pike, General Wood on my right and General Johnson on my left 
en 6cliclon^ with the exception of the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment 
(which was in advance) of his (Johnson’s) brigade. Advancing through 
the pasture, the enemy Avere seen posted across an open field near one 
of their hospitals and only a few hundred yards of the pike. My brigade 
was obliged to move across this open field with the enemy’s artillery and 
infantry playing upon them. This they did most gallantly, causing the 
enemy to fall back across the pike under heavy undergrowth of cedars. 
Getting possession at this place of four or five ordnance wagons, which 
were sent to the rear, I again moved on, but did not proceed far when 
the enemy’s batteries, posted across a corn field on the right of the pike, 
commenced playing fearfully upon my ranks. Here Captain [Charles 
P.] Moore, Second Tennessee, was killed, and many other officers of that 
regiment. (See Colonel [W. D.] Eobison’s report.*) 

The battery was so placed, by moving straight forward my line would 
have been enfiladed. To prevent this, my brigade was wheeled to the 
right. At this time. Captain Hotchkiss sending me word that he had 
three batteries that required supporting, 1 lelt two of my smallest regi- 
laents and moved the rest farther to the left, for the purpose of trying 
to move the enemy’s batteries. The Fifth Confederate here first en- 
gaged the infantry supporting these batteries, and in a few boments 
(the First Arkansas arriving in ])osition) their infantry gavejivay and 
their batteries changed their position, with the exception ol‘ j|)ur guns 
that fell into the hands of the Fifth Confederate and First Jrkansas, 
ami in eagerness of pursuit were ])assed over. ■ 

From this place 1 moved on with my brigade, the regim«s left in 


^ Not. found. 
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support of the batteries having come up and discovered the enemy again 
prepared to make a stand, having taken a strong iiosition on a cedar 
hill, with rocks so placed by nature as to afford great protection. The 
enemy in this place made a most obstinate stand, and it was only after 
a bloody fight and one repulse we succeeded in moving them." Here 
Lieut. Ool. Don McGregor, First Arkansas, was mortally wounded. 
General Johnson at this time was on my right. 

Moving from that position. I found several batteries of the enemy 
posted on the railroad, near JTashville turnpike. Thinking T might suc- 
ceed by going to the left in capturing them, I moved from here, Generals 
Johnson’s and Preston Smith’s brigades on my left, and General Lid- 
dell’s brigade to the left of Johnson’s. We did not go far before we dis- 
covered the enemy half advanced across an open field in our front in 
good and strong line of battle. It required the work of only a few mo- 
ments to break this lino and drive them back in cedar brakes to the 
right of a small dirt road running parallel to the railroad, we pushiii"- 
on after them, and had reached the cedars, and got almost in rear of 
their batteries posted on the railroad, when in turn we were driven 
back in great confusion, and with the heaviest loss we had sustained 
during the da 5 ^, their batteries near the railroad and infantry mailing 
fearful havoc in our ranks as we ■ retreated. Here Adjutant fP. T.l 
Smith, of the Fifth Confederate Eegiment, fell, badly if not mortally 
wounded, cheering his men and bearing the colors of his regiment iii 
advance. 


Most of my brigade were rallied on the slope of a hill in a cedar grove 
near the place. We remained for two days in line of battle : others could 
not be stopped until they reached the turnpike. My men at the time 
they were repulsed were much jaded, having been fighting since early 
in the morning, without any rest, and had nearly exhausted their aui- 
munition. As soon as ammunition could bo furnished, I gave the men 
a lull supply, and moved my brigade in the woods and took position, en 
echelon, on the left from General Preston’s brigade. In this position 1 
recewed orders from General Cleburne to take my position on the right 
ot his line of battle (I. hope it will not be out of place for me to remark 
here that I believe if between the hours of 12 and 2 o’clock wo could 
have been re enforced and rested by another line of battle, that we would 
have succeeded in getting possession of the railroad and Nashville turn- 
pike, thereby cutting their lines of communication and getting directly in 
their rear), where I remained until the night of January 2, my advanced 
sentinels being engaged in skirmishing with the enemy night and day. 

About 10 (fclock of this night the enemy made a sudden dash in heavy 
of* sentind^^*^^^^' supported by a line of battle, upon my advanced line 


In this attack I would fail in my duty if I did not mention the iralhint 
behavior of Captam Osborne, Fifteenth Arkansas, and Major fE. J 1 
Confederate Eegiments. He was repulsed with consiii- 
erable loss: how great I cannot say, as before morning I was ordered 

« w T® position, back across Stone’s Eiver, to the 

plaM I occupied on the morning of December 30, [1802 1 

3, fipSt S ■’“"'“'y 

I with pleasure refer to the bearing of oflDicers and inon of inv bri- 
gade. Cofonel [J. W.] Colquitt, First Arkansas; Colonel [W. D I Kob- 

meutf w.™? Teniiessee JWP 

ColmieHR T I Hiif distinguished themselves. 

Colonel [B. J.j Hill, Fifth Tennessee, and Colonel [J. A.] Smith, Filth 
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Confederate Eegiments, acted with great courage and judgment. I 
recommend both of those gallant officers to your favorable notice as 
deserving of promotion. 1 refer you to the colonels’ reports of other 
officers who acted with great gallantry. My thanks are due Oapts. W, 
A. King and H. S, Otey, of my staff, for the assistance they gave me 
upon the field. 

I carried in the fight, in round numbers, 1,343. My loss in killed, 30; 
wounded, 298; missing, 18; total, 346. 

L. E. POLK, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

Oapt. Irving A. Buck, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Ko. 255. 

Re/port of Lieut, Thomas J. Key, Selena Battery, 

Artillery Camp, 
Tullahoma, Tenn,, January 23, 18G3. 

General: On the morning of December 31, 1862, Captain [J. H.] 
Calvert’s battery moved forward on the left wing of the Confederate 
Army, supporting General Polk’s brigade. Skirmishing began before 
the shades of night had fled, and by day-dawn the rattle of musketry 
extended far off to our right, and at the first charge the Abolition hordes 
gave way, save a brigade which was concealed in a dark cedar grove 
and behind large rocks, and to dislodge them Colonel Hill sent to my 
battery for one piece of artillery, which was immediately dispatched, 
under charge of Lieutenant Fitzpatrick. After the right wing of the 
enemy had been driven a mile, one of their batteries was discovered 
firing upon General Polk’s lines, and immediately my battery rushed in 
advance of the brigade in open field and engaged the enemy. So soon 
as we opened upon the enemy’s artillery it returned the fire with deadly 
aim, wounding 1 man and killing 3 horses. My artillery killed the Abo- 
lition captain, 1 sergeant, and 2 or 3 cannoneers, and cut down 1 of his 
caissons and a number of horses. The battery was silenced and made 
a hasty retreat. With all possible speed the harness was cut from my 
dead horses, and [I] moved forward in pursuit of the enemy. 

The next point of attack was near the Kashville and Franklin pike, 
where the Abolition infantry had ensconced themselves in a dense forest 
of timber, and were awaiting the advance of our forces to mow them 
down as they pursued over an open field. This battery began shelling 
the woods, and routed the Abolitionists in front, but they rallied and 
renewed the attack on our left, and promptly we turned our guns upon 
them, and they were hurled back in confusion, regiment rushing upon 
regiment, in disorder, into the immense cedar thickets. 

The fourth place of action was, after we had pursued the enemy’s bat- 
teries into the clustering cedars, near the railroad, where they were 
masked. At this period the sounds of the battle carnage that pro- 
ceeded from that gloomy forest of cedars and towering oaks were ap- 
palling, grand, and awful as ever fell upon the ear of the “ hero of a 
liundred battles.” The contest was unequal and desperate. Their 
rifle guns could throw canister as far as ours could spherical case, and 
in order to prevent annihilation 'we were forced to withdraw. 
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The fifth position was in the field west of the enemy’s concentrated 
artillery, where we fought them until we had exhausted our ammuni- 
tion, losing in this engagement one of our bravest and most expert No. 
1 cannoneers. The enemy turned a triple number of pieces upon us, and 
the missiles of deathfell among us singing, whizzing, bursting, and crash- 
ing through the trees, as if Mount Vesuvius had at one instant poured 
all its pent-up furies into our midst. Our escape from beneath those 
powerful guns was fortunate, if not miraculous. 

The sixth and last action was near that same intertwined and matted 
grove of cedars. Here also the contest was une(][ual. It was in this 
engagement that Lieutenant Fitzpatrick lost his left hand by a canister, 
and a cannoneer’s head was shot ofi, and a number of horses were killed, 
and one howitzer slightly damaged. Finding that we could not move 
the enemy from his strong position, and that smooth-bore guns could 
not cope with Parrott and rifled guns, we withdrew from the contest. 

The battery lost 3 men killed, 1 officer and 4 men wounded, 10 horses 
killed and wounded, and 4 sets of harness. We drove the Abolitionists 
from three positions, and in turn were driven from a like number. 

The officers on Wednesday, the 31st, passed through the battle-storm 
with cool and lofty courage, and the men stood firmly to their guns, and 
showed their devotion to their country’s cause by overcoming and extin- 
guishing fear. 

Bespectfully, yours, 

THOMAS J. KEY, 

[Lieutenant] Commanding Helena Battery. 


No. 25G. 

Report of Brig. Oen. 8t. John R. Liddell j C. 8. Armijo commanding Second 

Brigade. 

Headqxjautebs Liddell’s Brig-ade, 

WartracCj Tenn,^ January 10, 1863. ‘ 

Major : On the evening of the 30tb ultimo my command was placed, 
by order of Major-General Cleburne, on the extreme left of the division, 
on the prolongation of Major-General Cheatham’s line, with orders to 
move, by continued change of direction, to the right, to conform to the 
movements of General Cheatham’s command in advancing upon the 
enemy. The line of battle I judge to have been over miles in length, 
and my movements had necessarily to be rapid to keep pace with the 
wheel of the line of battle, the pivot being on the right. This move- 
ment commenced a little after daylight, and after marching about 1 mile 
we came upon a brigade of Major-General McCown, which had just re- 
pulsed a regiment of the enemy. In a moment’s conversation with Gen- 
eral McCown, he wished me to take position in advance, as his men were 
somewhat exhausted by the fight. I imoposed, instead, that he should 
move by the^ left flank and allow me to move up in line with his com- 
mand, thus placing him on my left, which was readily consented to and 
done. We then moved forward in line, and almost immediately engaged 
the enemy. This, I suppose, was about 8,30 a. m. J\ty battery was im- 
mediately placed in position on an eminence in rear of the line, and opcTied 
fire upon the enemy, who were posted behind a fence in front of us, about 
75 yards distant, with another line 150 yards farther in their rear, in the 



Chap. XXXrt.] 


THE stone’s EIVER CAMPAION. 


857 


woods, from wliich position they had heavy batteries playing upon our 
line. After a contest lasting about half an hour, we repulsed the front 
line, driving it back upon the second, which also gave way upon our 
approach, after a short struggle. Here I lost sight of Brigadier-General 
Johnson’s left, and continued to move straight forward against the 
enemy, with General McCown still on my left. We continued the pur- 
suit, constantly skirmishing, until we reached a house, which was after- 
ward found to be a hospital, where we re-engaged and drove back the 
enemy’s second line of defense. My battery was here pushed forward 
within 60 yards of the hospital, and fired upon the retreating foe, now 
crossing the Wilkinson turnpike. My men continued the pursuit across 
the turnpike, "v^hen they were halted to wait for ammunition, to obtain 
which I dispatched Lieutenant [J. L.] Bostick, my aide-de-camp, to Gen- 
eral McCown, who was near a house some 300 yards to the left of the 
hospital, with his command. Meanwhile my own ammunition arrived 
and supplied me. 

In passing the hospital in advance, I was called upon by the Yankee 
officers to protect them, as there were a great many prisoners and 
wounded men in and around it and among the numerous tents in the 
inciosure. I left one man in charge of it, and told him to proclaim itas 
under my protection, and then passed on with my brigade. 1 refused 
taking any prisoners, as I did not wish to be delayed in my forward 
movement, or to lose the men necessary to guard them, but ordered 
l)risoners reporting to me to remain there or move to the rear and pro- 
claim themselves as my prisoners. I do not know what became of them 
afterward, though I think they were subsequently taken by General 
Johnson’s brigade. It was at this x)oint, in rear of the hospital, that 
the Federal General Sill was killed by the Second Arkansas Kegiment 
[Infantry], while being engaged with the enemy at the hospital, Colonel 
Govan ordering his men to fire at officers on horses near the building. 
I forgot to mention that in the first engagement [Lieutenant-] Colonel 
[Thomas B.] Tannei', Twenty-second Indiana Eegiment, was leftwmunded 
on the field and became a prisoner. 

The brigade being now sui)plied with ammunition, after having crossed 
the Wilkinson turninke, was rapidly pushed Ibrward through the woods 
a quarter of a mile or more, and coming up with the enemy on the edge 
of a held, which opened in view of a church, in some open woods on 
Overall’s Creek, some 500 yards distant on our left, and engaged him, 
driving him in confusion over the crest of a hill beyond. Finding my- 
self alone at this point, with no support on my right or left, I halted my 
commapiid in the woods near the fence, and threw forward a line of skir- 
mishers to reconnoiter and develop the enemy, not then visible from our 
position. Lieuts. J. M, Dulin and [J. L,] Bostick, of my staff, who had 
gone forward with the skirmishers, immediately returned and reported 
ihe enemy in line of battle in the valley of Overall’s Creek, some 400 or 
500 yards distant from the crest of the hill.. I at once ordered forward 
my battery to the crest of the hill, and directed it to fire upon him, as I 
was in good supporting distance with the brigade. This was done with 
decided effect, resulting in turning the enemy back and driving him from 
view behind the railroad embankment. The turnpike road at this time 
was filled with trains of wagons moving in the direction of ISTashville, 
which the Texas cavaliy charged, and I ordered the battery to fire upon 
that part of the train to the right of the cavalry, which caused the train 
to break in confusion and seek shelter behind the embankment of the 
railroad. While this change of route by the enemy was taking place, I 
continued firing as long as any of the train and eneniy aiipeared in view. 
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1 then returned with the battery to my command in the woods and moved 
by the right flank until I got in sight of Brigadier-General Johnson’s 
command, which by this time had come up from the Wilkinson road. 
Pending this movement, General McCown passed by me, saying he would 
move his command to the right, which I suppose he did, as I saw no more 
of him, thus leaving me on the extreme left, which, in effect, had been 
the case ever since passing the hospital near the Wilkinson turnpike, 
as I saw no force on my left after that time. I may here state that my 
position inclined me, in wheeling with the line of battle, to pass off at 
a tangent from it toward the left, and I was, consequently, often com- 
pelled to move back by. the right flank to regain my place in the line. 

After rejoining General Johnson’s left, I moved forward, and almost 
immediately engaged the enemy, whose right laid across a neck of 
woods, the left being behind a fence in front of my right. After a very 
severe engagement of some twenty minutes, we repulsed him on our 
right, throwing him into confusion, he still, however, maintaining his 
ground upon our left, on which we concentrated the fire of the Fifth, 
Sixth, and Eighth Arkansas Regiments, soon breaking, after a sharp 
contest, his line at that point also. It was here that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas Regiment, took the colors of his regi- 
ment and gallantly bore them to the front, encouraging his men to the 
contest. A beauMftil stand of United States colors was captured by 
Private J. K. Leslie, of his regiment. The brigade still continued to 
move steadily on, constantly firing upon the broken ranks of the enemy, 
and, upon reaching a point about opposite a white building on a hill on 
our left, I ordered my battery forward, and rode to this building with a 
view of placing it in position to open on the enemy’s right. 

While waiting for the battery to come up, I captured an ambulance 
and two horses belonging to Colonel [William L.] Stoughton, Eleventh 
Missouri [Michigan] Yolunteers, and Major [B. F.] Doughty, [Eleventh | 
Michigan Yolunteers, which oflicers, I suppose, had been wounded and 
brought to the hospital. Here, again, the officers of the hospital asked 
my protection, and I gave them my name and took the building under 
my charge. While this was occurring, which was in an incredibly short 
space of time, I discovered our lines brealang rapidly to the rear, al- 
though there was but little firing going on at the time. 1 immediately 
galloped to the rear, to head off the stragglers and check the retreat, 
not knowing what was the cause of this sudden movement. On halting 
and rallying the stragglers, I found that they were General Johnson’s 
men, who were passing in rear of my line, and were retreating toward 
my position, on the left. I directed them toward the right to their 
proper place, and, riding rapidlyin that direction myself, I met with 
General Johnson in search of his men, who told me that my brigade was 
not far distant in the neck of woods; and upon going in the direction 
indicated, I found it in line, the colors in place, with the men rallied on 
the line. In the confusion of the retreat, while I was at the Yankee 
hospital, on the left, General Johnson’s men had gotten between me and 
my brigade, they having fallen back on my position, causing me to mis- 
take them for my own. My brigade fell back to the original position 
from which I had advanced in this last attack, after joining General 
Johnson in moving to the right from the direction of Overall’s Creek, 
as before mentioned. 

On inquiry as to the cause of this retrograde movement. Colonel Go van, 
of the Second Arkansas, stated that the line on his right gave way, and 
being left alone, without support on his right, he ordered, during my 
temporary absence at the hospital, a retreat, although there was but 
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little firing going on at tlie time. An additional reason with him for 
doing so was that his ammunition was nearly exhausted. 

We were now directed to remain in position and await farther orders. 
We bivouacked that night in. the woods where we were, and on the fol- 
lowing morning T found that the enemy’s skirmishers had retaken the 
hospital and the hill from which I had fired upon his train on the day 
previous. I moved into position in front of the hill, and my skirmishers 
immediately drpve the enemy from it. The battery was pushed forward 
to its crest a second time, and fired upon his retreating cavalry and in- 
fantry, driving them back to the turnpike in great confusion. 

From this time until the night of the 2d instant but little was done, 
except occasional skirmishing, when I was ordered back about 10 p. m., 
with the other brigades of the division, to the right bank of the river, 
in support of Major-General Breckinridge’s line. 

During the engagement I captured two pieces of artillery, one Parrott 
gun and one 6-pounder brass rifle piece, for both of which I obtained an 
amjAe supply of ammunition. In the final attack another battery was 
also cai)tured, but, in the unaccountable retrograde movement before 
mentioned, was left on the field. Although my position was on the ex- 
treme left of our lines, I discovered no enemy attempting to flank me. 
Their “ambulances were passing and repassing at all times during the day 
on the turnpike, while I was in position to see them from the hill near 
Overall Church, and at night the roar of wagons passing on the turnpike 
was incessant. Bach night the enemy’s artillery played on our lines in 
the woods, and at the same time firing was going on l>etween the skir- 
mishers. 

The battery under command of Lieutenant [H.] Shannon was of in- 
finite service to me throughout the action, the men behaving with the 
greatest bravery, having the battery always ready, and, oftentimes, at 
the right place at the right time without receiving or awaiting orders, 
for which 1 am indebted to the good judgment and coolness of Lieuten- 
ant Shannon, commanding oattery. 

Colonel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas, was slightly wounded in the 
arm; Colonel Smith, of the Sixth Arkansas, was wounded in the leg; 
Lieutenant-Colonel [F. J.] Cameron, of the same, was shot through the 
fore part of the body. Of my staff, W. E. Liddell, volunteer aide, was 
shot in the thigh ; Lieut. W. E. Young, brigade ordnance officer, was 
shot in the shoulder ; Surg. VY. E. Kibler was shot through the body 
while sitting on his horse by my side in front of the brigade. 

The officers of my personal staff— Adjutant-General [G. A.J Williams, 
Lieutenant Bostick, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Dulin, brigade in- 
spector — not only behaved with the most undaunted bravery, but assisted 
me voluntarily, and with the utmost alacrity, in pushing*forward the 
brigade, in placing the battery in positions, and in the deployment of 
skirmishers in the very face of the enemy, and in the heaviest fire when- 
ever required, oftentimes using their own judgment without waiting for 
orders, for the good of the service and the success of the day. 

My brave bugler, Jake Schlosser, was wounded near me and taken 
from the field. 

Many instances of personal bravery 1 might mention were it not ex- 
tending this report to too great a length. The evidence of the undaunted 
courage of the brigade is attested by the fact that nearly one-third of 
the whole were killed and wounded — 5 officers and 81 men were killed, 
and 503 men were wounded and 18 missing, making a total of 589 ho7's 
de co7nbatj besides the missing, out of a grand total of 1,709, including 
the artillery. The brigade now numbers 1,108. 
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There were some instances of cowardice stated in the reports of the 
colonels, which are herewith inclosed. 

We lament our brave dead ; we feel for our wounded brothers, while 
we honor them. The heartfelt thanks of those of us who have escaped, 
unhurt, through the storm of death are due to a kind Providence, to 
whom we pray for safety and success in all the coining contests for our 
country’s cause. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

ST. JOUJST E. LIDDELL, 

Brigadier- GcneraL 

Col. W. W. Kieexand, 

Adjt Gen, and Chief of Staff ^ Clehurne^s Div,j Bardeens Corps, 


No. 257. 

Reports of Col, Daniel C, Gomn^ Second ArJcansas Infantry, 

Warteaoe, Tenn., January 10, 1803. 

Captain : I have the honor herewith to make the following report of 
the part taken by the Second Arkansas Eegimeut in the late battles 
before Murfreesborough : 

On the night of December 30, [1862,] the Second Arkansas Eegimeut 
was moved with the rest of the brigade to a i)ositiou on the extreme 
left. 

Early on the morning of the 31st, immediately after da;^'light, we were 
advanced at a rapid pace on the enemy. Occupjdng, as our brigade di<l, 
the extreme left of General Cleburne’s division, and rhoving in a (iircu- 
lar direction, tbe right of the division being the point, we advanced in 
this direction nearly a mile, when, pressing through an open held, ex- 
posed to severe cannonade, we encountered the enemy, who were posted 
behind a fence and in the woods immediately in front. After a severe 
engagement of half an hour, the enemy were driven from their position 
and pursued rapidly through the woods, when a running fight took 
place for some distance. My regiment suffered heavily in this lirst 
fight. It was here that the gallant young Lieutenants Collier and 
Clegg, of Company H, fell, I fear mortally wounded, while nobly doing 
their duty. The enemy were closely followed through the woods, when 
we encountered a second line of the enemy, posted behind a fence and 
in the woods near a house used by the enemy as a hospital.. The Second 
Arkansas Eegimeut, being on the extreme right of the brigade, engaged 
the enemy near this building. The right of the regiment rested within 
15 or 20 steps of this building, and were exposed to a heavy fire from 
the enemy in our front, and also from a portion of the enemy Avho had 
taken refuge in and behind the buildings adjacent to this hospital. It 
was near this point that General Sill, of the Federal Army, was killed. 
After a severe engagement the enemy were driven from this second 
strong position. The hospital, together with many prisoners who had 
taken refuge there, were taken possession of by General Liddell, and a 
guard of two men detailed from my regiment to guard the prisoners. 
No other brigade or regiment was at this time in sight of the hospital. 
Our brigade, after moving forward a short distance, was halted for the 
purpose of replenishing our exhausted supply of ammunition, and were 
then moved forward in the direction of the enemy, whom we engaged 
in a neck of woods on the edge of a field. A second line of the enemy 
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showed itself on the opposite side of the field, and advanced some 100 
yards into the open field opposite my regiment, but were driven back 
by one well-directed fire. The enemy having fled immediately in my 
front, and finding him still making a stubborn resistance to my left, I 
moved my regiment by the left flank, and then forward on the enemy 
in the neck of woods. A very closely contested fight here took place, 
the enemy holding their position until the Second Arkansas Kegiment 
approached within 25 steps of their line, when it gave way in confusion 
and fled across the field, exposed to a murderous fire from my regiment, 
which told with eflect, as their dead were thick on the ground. It was 
at this point that the color-bearer was shot down by one of my men, 
and the colors were lost in the confusion of the fight. 

Our brigade then moved forward, and was halted some 50 yards in the 
open field from the edge of a cedar ridge, being unable to advance, as 
General Johnson’s brigade, which had moved forward on our right, had, 
after halting, moved by the left flank, which placed a portion of his bri- 
gade immediately in our front. At this point (General Liddell having 
gone to reconnoiter and select a place for a battery) the commanders of 
the different regiments reported to me that their supply of ammunition 
was nearly exhausted. I immediately sent an officer (Lieutenant Dulin) 
in search of the ammunition, and, while awaiting its arrival. General 
Johnson’s brigade, imme<liately on my right and front, gave way and 
Jell back in confusion. I was at first at a loss what course to pursue. 
Our success had been all that we wished, and we had not met with a 
single repulse, but when 1 reflected, first, that the ammunition of the 
brigade was nearly, if not quite, exhausted; that the brigade on our 
right and front had given way; that we had no support either on our 
rear or left ; that our position was an exposed one, being in an open field, 
while tbc enemy were concealed under cover of the thick cedars on the 
op])osite ridge, I concluded the only alternative left was to order the bri- 
gade to retreat, which I did — not, however, until the brigade on my right 
had passed me some 100 yards or more. Be it said, to the credit of the 
whole brigade, that all stood firm, and neither officers nor men showed 
any disposition to retire until I gave the command to retreat. The bri- 
gade retired some 300 yards, and was immediately halted and reformed. 
The enemy showed no disposition to follow us. 

My i^egiment, both officers and men, behaved with distinguished gal- 
lantry, with the exception of a few men, whose names I herewith for- 
ward. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Harvey 1 here make my acknowledgments, and 
bear willing testimony to his gallantry and bravery during the fight, ren- 
dering me gi'eat service in the management of the regiment, and setting 
an example of gallantry worthy of emulation. I deem aify mention of 
the services of any particular officer of the regiment almost invidious, 
but cannot refrain from calling the attention of the brigadier geTieral 
commanding this brigade to the particularly distinguished and gallant 
conduct of Captain [J. K.] Phillips, commanding Company P; of Lieu- 
tenant [C. S.] Emerson, commanding Company A; Lieutenant [M. D.] 
Brown, commanding Company K, and Second Lieutenant [E. E.] Smith, 
of Company G. They were foremost in the fight, and by word and ac- 
tion encouraged their men to emulate tbeir example. 

It is rather a singular circumstance that the Second Arkansas Eegi- 
ment should again in this fight have engaged the Twenty-second In- 
diana Eegimeiit, capturing the lieutenant-colonel, the same regiment 
which it encountered at Perryville, committing such slaughter in its 
ranks. 
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On the succeeding days of the fight, little fighting, other than skir- 
mishing, occurred until our forces were withdrawn. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

D. 0. GOVAN, 

Colonel^ Commanding Second Arlcansas Regiment. 

[Oapt.] G. A. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Waeteaoe, Tenn., March 4, 1863. 


General ; In accordance with your request, and after making dili- 
gent inquiry of the men and officers of my regiment in reference to the 
taking of the Yankee hospital near the Wilkinson pike, in the late 
battle of Murfreesborough, I beg leave to submit the following state- 
ment of facts : 

When I made my report, I was under the impression that the right 
of my regiment passed on the left of the hospital. I have since been 
informed by Captain [E. G.] Brasher (commanding the right company) 
and others that one-half of this company passed on the right of the 
hospital, and a portion of it passed through the yard. One of his men 
was killed in the yard, within a few feet of the house, and two others 
wounded. Some dozen or more of my regiment were wmunded in close 
proximity to the hospital. Private Elder, of Company D, Second Ar- 
kansas Eegiment, left by you to guard the hospital and })risoner8,* 
stated as follows: That, in obedience to your orders, he and Private 
Faidley, of the same company, took possession of the hospital, which 
he understood was the residence of a Mr. Griscom. The yard was filled 
with Yankee tents and their wounded, together with about 250 prisoners. 
Prisoners were continually accumulating there, but were sent to Mur- 
freesborough by General Cheatham’s order. He did not see General 
Johnson’s brigade until some time after he had been stationed there as a 
guard. Tour brigade had then passed to the front, and there was no 
fighting at or about the hospital after that time. 

The body of General Sill was brought to the hospital about 11 a. m. 
He was killed not far from the hospital, near the fence or lane. My 
regiment passed, still fighting, immediately over the ground wkere he 
was killed. Private Guest, of Company D, got General Sill’s gloves and 
gave them to the captain of his company (Captain Brasher). He states 
. that General Sill then had his uniform on, which he would have taken, 
but ij3 was too large for him. 

Private Faidley, of Company B, the man detailed as guard to the 
hospital, corroborates the statement of Private Elder, except that he 
says that he saw the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment, General John- 
son’s brigade, come up within 75 yards of the hospital about fifteen 
minutes after your brigade passed on. 

Very respectfully, 


D. C. GOVAl^, 

Colonel^ Commanding Second Arlcansas Regiment. 


Brig. Gen. St. John E. Liddell. 


[Indorsement-l . 

Geicbeajl: The foregoing facts I submit for yonr consideration, and 
am personally familiar with most of them. Until it can be established 
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that men from other brigades in our army fell at Griscom’s bouse, or 
hospital, the credit of its capture and the killing of Major-General Sill, 
XJ. S. Army, should justly belong to the Second Arkansas Eegiment. 
Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

ST. JOHIN E. LIDDELL, 

Brigadim'- General. 

Major-General [P. E.] Cleburne, 

Tullahoma^ Tenn. 


No. 258. 

Report of Lient Col. Reuben F. Harvey ^ Second Arlmnsas Infantry. 

Wartraoe, Tenn., March 25, 1863. 

I wish to call your attention to a portion of the report of Colonel Floyd 
in regard to the capture of the Federal hospital commonly known as the 
Jenkins house. You discover from Colonel Floyd’s report that there was 
a farm around the hospital, inclosed by fences, running as follows: On 
the south side running from southeast to northwest, or nearly so^ on the 
north side running parallel with the above; a lane passing through the 
farm on the west of the hospital, running north and south to the Wilkin- 
son pike, the pike running parallel with the fence, and that there was a 
skirt of woods south of the first-named fence south of the hospital, and 
that when his (Colonel Floyd’s) regiment entered this skirt of woods we 
were some distance to his left and rear, and that Colonel Keeble says 
(whose regiment was between his left and our right) about this time your 
brigade passed still farther to the left, and that his line was being en- 
filaded by the enemy, who seemed to be on a line with his regiment and 
to his left, and that he ordered the ^4brward” as soon as that line gave 
way. He also states that his regiment (the Seventeenth Tennessee) just 
before leaving this skirt of woods made a right half- wheel; otherwise 
would have passed on the west of the hospital; but [Lieutenant]-Colo- 
nel Keeble states that when your brigade was last seen it was moving 
to the left, and also states that he passed up the lane and covered the 
hospital with three of his companies. This position would have thrown 
the Second Arkansas Eegiment at least one-quarter of a mile west of the 
lane at the time of entering the skirt of woods, which was about a quar- 
ter of a mile wide, and after obliquing across this skirt of wood we would 
have been at least half a mile west of the lane. 

Now, sir, the facts known to me and the officers of the Second Arkansas 
Eegiment are as follows: First, that we drove a line of the enemy from 
behind the fences at the south end of the lane referred to and through the 
field to the hospital, distance about 250 yards, and beyond the Wilkinson 
pike ; that a part of the regiment passed up the lane to the hospital, firing 
on the enemy retreating ; that w^e were fired upon from and about the hos- 
pital ; that we saw the enemy pass the hospital and cross the pike; that 
we did, after halting for some time at a fence running west from the hos- 
pital, move forward 300 yards beyond the hospital referred to, and then 
halted for ammunition. So you see, according to Colonel Floyd’s report, 
before leaving the wood he was west of the lane when he moved forward, 
made a right half- wheel, and had to cross the fence south of the hospital ; 
then both fences, making the lane in order to pass on the east of the hos- 
pital. Colonel Keeble being on his left, and we (according to his report) 
marching still to the left, where could we have gone to ? Then, you see, 
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we had to march by the right flank about half a mile, then by the left 
flank in line of battle, in order that the right of the brigade might cover 
the mouth of the lane before entering the field, unless, however, the colo- 
nel will deny we approached the hospital by this route, which no man, 
on earth need to deny. Did you, sir, make such a movement as tliat? 
No, sir ; you pushed your brigade upon the enemy in a run, as straight 
forward as the nature of the case would admit, without any perceptible 
change of speed or direction until your ammunition became exhausted. 
You know that if any change of direction had been made up to this time 
it was to the right, as you know that General Hardee came to our lines 
early in the morning, and ordered a general change of direction to the 
right, which was made by your brigade so far as to lap one or more of the 
regiments of General Johnson^s brigade. This, however, was corrected 
before any general engagement took place. The brigade rested at the 
pike about three-quarters of an hour, when General J ohnson’s brigade 
moved up and formed on our right. I do not say the Seventeenth Ten- 
nessee Regiment had not arrived ui 3 to this time to the position referred 
to in Colonel FloytVs report. 

With reference to the capture of the Federal hospital, I should dislike 
for it to amount to a question of veracity 5 but it seems strange to me that 
the hospital had been surrendered by the violent waving of a white flag, 
as Colonel Floyd states, a half hour before we arrived, and then our men 
were falling right and left from a fire coming from and about the hos- 
pital, and that we should drive a heavy column of the enemy through 
and from the field and yard, which he had passed half an hour before, 
and yet we were half an hour behind, according to Colonel Floyd’s I'e- 
port. I would further add, that line repulsed from behind the fence, 
south* of the hospital, which w^as in a position to enfilade General John- 
son’s brigade, was certainly much nearer the hospital than Colonel 
Floyd, as Colonel Keeble was on his left, and between the Seventeenth 
Tennessee and Second Arkansas Eegimeuts. Colonel Keeble states that 
we were going to his left, which would certainly throw Colonel Floyd 
considerably to dur right ; also shows that we repulsed the enfilading 
line ; at the same time proves that we preceded him to the hospital, or 
that he ran over and left a heavy column of the enemy at the fence, all 
of whom were mad men, well armed and unhurt, or that he passed con- 
siderably to the right of the hospital and left this line in his rear — which 
he did not do, for in his report he states he ordered the forward ” 
when his enfilading line gave way, and I know, and a just God at his 
bar will prove to Colonel Floyd and his officers that we were not half 
an hour or fifteen minutes getting to that hospital from the time we 
entered the skirt of wood. I further add, that after we halted some 
time at the hospital, behind the fence running west from the hospital, 
General Liddell ordered his men out of the yard, where the Federals 
were about 250 in number, into line, looking for a charge of the enemy’s 
cavalry from our left, and, on entering the yard a short time after halt- 
ing, three Confederate prisoners, who said they were captured the day 
previous, reported to me. 

I hope no honor due the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment will ever 
be seized by the Second Arkansas Regiment. We have confidently 
looked upon them as worthy and brave fellow-soldiers (which they de- 
serve to be called) in the day of battle, and if they captured the Fed- 
eral hospital referred to, or passed it half an hour before we did, that 
everything that is glorious be inscribed upon their banner, for they are 
insensible of danger and fearless of numbers, and noted for speed as 
well as cool courage, to have advanced their colors and general guides, 
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formed a correct line, and obtained a supply of ammunition from tlie 
enemy’s own wagons between the lines of his proud legions, and no sup- 
port nearer than twenty minutes’ run ; but Colonel Floyd would do well 
to obtain more proof before asserting that no Confederate troops had 
reached the hospital before his regiment, for there was a sufficient force 
there when we approached it to have annihilated any three companies; 
but if he did capture the hospital, may the future establish the fact or 
prove otherwise, and satisfy him, as well as the just tribunal into whose 
hands this may fall, that I am his friend and fellow-soldier. 

E. F. HAEVEY, 

LieutenanP Colonel^ Gomdg. Second Arlmnsas Begimmt. 

General Liddell. 

[IndorseiHOut] 

Headquarters Liddell’s Brigade, 

March 25, 1863. 

Eespectfully forwarded. 

It is possible that there is a mistake as to the identity of the Yankee 
hospital. The one taken by the Second Arkansas Eegimeut was called 
the Griscom house. If, however, the Jenkins hosj)ital and the Griscom . 
house are one and the same, and General Johnson claims its capture by 
the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegirnent, then I do not understand why the 
enemy was left still in possession of it, with a long line of battle stretch- 
ing westward, with which my brigade had to contend, and finally drive 
away with musketry and cannon shot. In this afiair I certainly must 
attach some credit to the evidences of my own senses, that, too, corrob- 
orated by my field and regimental officers ; but if these prove unavail- 
ing, I have nothing more to say. I see that General J[ohnsou] refers 
the subject to the Secretarv of War in his indorsement on Lieutenant- 
Colonel Floyd’s report. I'shall be satisfied to let our claim rest with 
the division commander, who, it is presumed, is familiar with all the 
tacts and persons interested, and if it should be in the way of General 
jfohnsonl’s glory, I am willing to let it go without further contention, 
however well assured I am, nevertheless, of what is due my brigade. 

ST. JOHN E. LIDDELL, 

Brigadier- General, 


No. 259. 

Report of Lieut Col John Murrag, Fifth Arhansas Infantry, 

Estill Springs, Tenn., 

January 7, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the morning of December 31, 
1862, after having bivouacked the previous night on the right bank ot 
Stone’s Elver about 2 milfes from the town of Murfreesborough, Tenn., 
my command, with the other regiments of Liddell’s brigade, was moved 
forward, gradually changing direction to the right as we moved for- 
ward. At about the hour of 7.30 a. m. we came in sight of the enemy, 
strongly posted with artillery and infantry in the edge of a piece of 
woods about 200 yards in our front, who immediately opened a well- 
directed and most deadly fire upon our advancing line. My command 
halted and immediately commenced returning the fire, and for about 
twenty minutes the command remained in an open field, exposed to a 
most deadly fire of artillery and infantry. At the end of this time the 
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command to charge Avas given, and, as the men arose and started for- 
ward with a yell, the enemy gave way, falling back in good order to 
near the NTolensviUe pike, when a short stand was made, but, as our 
men showed no signs of wavering or halting for their fire, the enemy 
soon gave way again. !Near this pike our first halt was made after the 
charge commenced, it having become necessary to obtain more ammu- 
nition. As soon as a supply of ammunition was obtained, we again 
moved forward, and soon came to a brigade of Confederate troops 
(McKair’s, I think), which had just been repulsed by the enemy. Our 
men passed them, with a cheer, and soon came in sight ot the enemy, 
who were again strongly posted behind fences and trees. Here the en- 
emy made a most determined stand, fighting until our men got in 20 or 
30 steps of them, but they could not withstand the impetuosity of our 
troops, and soon broke and fled in disorder. At this point I think our 
men fought three or four to one. We were almost flanked on both sides, 
and had an enemy equal, if not superior, to us in numbers immediately 
in our front. Every man of my command who was present fought here 
like a hero— first fighting on the right, then in front, and tlien on the 
left, and we actually whipped the enem.y by detail. 

. It was at this point that Private J. Iv. Leslie, Company C, captured 
a stand of colors from the enemy, which I have the honor to forward 
with this report. 

Shortly after this Brigadier-General Johnson’s brigade relieved ours 
and passed to the front. We were by this time nearly out of ammuni- 
tion, but still continued to follow Johnson’s brigade, which was pursu- 
ing the fleeing and thoroughly demoralized enemy, when all at once, to 
our surprise, Johnson’s brigade, which was about 100 yards in front of 
us, halted, and in a few moments gave way and fled in a disorderly and 
disgraceful manner, the men running through our ranks perfectly panic- 
stricken, and compelling us to fall back with them. 

It is proper to state that not a single man that I could see iu my com- 
mand at this time fell back until the order had been given by Colonel 
Govan (who was then commanding the brigade) and been repeated by 
me. The enemy did not pursue us, and. we soon halted, and, after 
changing positions several times, encamped for the night. 

We remained within shelling distance of the enemy until the night 
of January 3, skirmishing wdtli them every day without any decided 
result. 

My totaf loss in the engagement of December 31, 1862, and in the 
skirmishes succeeding it, was : Hilled, 12 ,• wounded, 134, and missing, 
1, making a total of 147. 

Accompanying this I send a list* of the names of the killed, wounded, 
and missing, 1 carried into the fight 336 men. 

The men who distinguished themselves for gallantry above all others 
were : Capt. A. B. Washington, Company K ; Privates J. K. Leslie and 
John Atkinson, Company C j 0. Mattix, Company P, and B. W. Maret, 
Company I, 

Captain Washington, though wounded in right leg, continued to fight 
and cheer on his men throughout the day. 

. Private Leslie captured a stand of colors with his own hand, and after- 
ward, when wounded badly by a shell, refused to go to the rear until I 
had to order him to go. 

Private Atkinson fought bravely until wounded, and continued to 
fight as long as the enemy remained in range of his gun. 


Eml) 0 (ti#d in No, 191, i>. 6B0. 
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Private Mattix was wounded in the left arm so badly that he could 
not use his gun. He the^ came to me, and said, “ Colonel, 1 am too 
badly wounded to use my gun, but can carry the flag ; may I do it '? ” I 
gave him the desired permission, and he carried it through the rest of 
the battle, keeping in front of the regiment. Three color-bearers had 
been shot previous to this. 

Private Maret not only fought bravely himself, but compelled a private 
in his own company who wanted to run to fight by threatening to shoot 
him if he started to the rear. 

In strong contrast to the conduct of these gallant men is that of the 
following-named individuals, who all left the field either before or after 
the fight commenced, without cause ; Second Lieut. J. K. Pyburn, Com- 
pany G ; Privates K. Arnold and W. J. Dobson, Company A ; Privates 
A. V. Eudder and E. W. Bott, Company B ; Privates D, Me jNiel and 
W . A. Haywood, Company B ; Private Joseph H. Leaptrot, Company P, 
and Privates S. Woods, J. Woods, D. IST. Quails, and W. H. Yann, Com- 
pany I. With the exceptions abov^e mentioned, all fought well. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

JOHlsT E. MUEEAY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding, 

Capt. G. A. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 260. 

Report of Maj, William F. Douglass^ tSixth Arkansas Infantry ^ oonmand- 
ing Sixth and Seventh Regiments, 

January 11, 1863. 

Sir : In making a i^eport of battles at Murfreesborough, Tenn., com- 
mencing December 30, 1862, as ordered, I labor under the necessity of 
making a very imperfect exhibit of the important part taken by those 
two combined regiments now under my command, since I was not in 
command during the first and second days of the engagement, and was, 
during a part of the 31st, absent from the field owing to a painful con- 
tusion on the right arm from the effects of a spent ball, but shall, from 
my own observation and information received from Captain [J. W.] 
Martin, now acting lieutenant-colonel, furnish the following : 

As our previous movements we?.’e only preparatory, I need commence 
only with the morning of December 31, when McNair’s brigade, mov- 
ing" off by their left flank, gave place for our forward movement into an 
open corn-field, through which we had moved about half way when a 
continuous line of the enemy was seen advancing from the woods be- 
yond to gain the protection of a fence in our front, when, from the line 
of infantry and a rifled -battery 200 yards immediately in front of my 
legiment, a most destructive fire was opened, and the action became gen- 
eral on the whole left. In the exposed position occupied by our men 
our loss just at this point was five times greater than during the rest of 
the day. About 20 rounds had been fired when the enemy gave way, 
our men rapidly following past two abandoned guns of the enemy’s bat- 
tery and scores of their dead across the field and into the woods beyohd. 
r may mention here that the advance of McNair’s brigade on our left 
and flanking the enemy was, perhaps, one cause of their giving way on 
thoir right, as they had a strong position, and our battery was rendered 
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iueffective by being in our rear on level ground, killing and wounding 
several of our men while firing over them. After crossing the fence 
with my regiment and reaching the position occupied by the enemy’s 
abandoned battery, it was observed that that line of the enemy in front 
of the Fifth and Second Arkansas Eegiments had not given way, but 
still occupied their position behind the fence. Our men were ordered to 
face obliquely to the rear and deliver an enfilading fire that soon routed 
them, when the pursuit was maintained by the whole brigade across the 
wide scope of woods in front to the vicinity of a cotton-field and Yankee 
hospital, where the enemy again made an attempt at a stand, but were 
rapidly driven back, the right of our regiment passing near the hospi- 
tal, across the turnpike and into the woods beyond, where we were halted 
to rest the men and get a fresh supply of ammunition, the firing still 
being kept up by brigades on our right. We were soon ordered forward, 
and encountered the enemy on the borders of an old field, across w^hich 
we drove them until, General Johnson’s brigade coming up to relieve 
us, we were ordered to halt and reform our disordered lines. As soon 
as our line formed, we moved forward as a reserve to General Johnson, 
and found the enemy in the edge of a cedar thicket, warmly contesting 
the ground with him. Our men, gaining a ridge about 100 yards in rear 
of General Johnson and in sight of the enemy, raised ashout and started 
forward at double-quick, when the Yankees faced to the right-about and 
disappeared in the thicket, General Johnson’s brigade pursuing them 
to the edge of this thicket, where they (Johnson’s brigade) had a strong 
position, protected by rocks and the nature of the ground, while our line 
had been halted in the rear in an exposed position behind the fence on 
a ridge. Just at this time, though the firing did not seem heavy in our 
front, and one of the enemy’s batteries had been abandoned and \va<s 
ill our possession. General Johnson’s brigade gave way, the movement 
commencing on their right, and, I think, occasioned by the retreat of 
Ector’s brigade, still farther to the right. After General Johnson’s bri- 
gade had passed our line, and it was found that we were entirely unsup- 
ported on either flank, Colonel Govan gave the order to fall back (Colo- 
nel Smith was wounded at this point and the command devolved upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron) to a stronger position across the open fields 
and into the woods in rear, where we reformed our line and awaited the 
advance of the enemy that was never made, and closed the fighting on 
our part for the day. 

As our subsequent movements on the succeeding days were only in- 
tended to develop the enemy, and, if possible, draw him from his strongly 
fortified position without resulting in any actual engagement, it is need- 
less for me to make any report, though I may state that on the third day 
we lost two of our men by fire from batteries in the same thicket from 
which our troops had been repulsed, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Cam- 
eron was dangerously wounded by a ball shot from a Yankee hospital, 
from which their flag was then flying. 

Throughout the entire action our men exhibited the most enthusiastic 
courage, never flinching from any charge, no matter how desperate, well 
sustaining that reputation they had won at 'such cost on other fields. 
Of the action of the Sixth Arkansas Eegiment I need only refer to their 
long list* of killed and wounded to show how gallantly they had acted 
throughout that day. The Seventh Arkansas Kegimeut was not behind 
in gallant deeds, if I except those men reported by their captains as 
having left the field ; those remaining were as true as steel. 

* Embodied in liyfo, 19 X, p. 680 . 
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In making this imperfect report 1 have been greatly assisted by Cap- 
tain Martin for that part of the engagement when I was not on the field. 

Of the gallantry of individual officers and men I would beg leave to 
defer special mention until the return of Colonel Smith, whose wound 
will detain him some wrecks from the command. 

W. F. DOUGLASS, 

Major^ Commanding. 

Captain [G. A.] Williams, 

\AH8i8tant Adjntamt- General.] 


No. 261. 


Report of Col. John S. Kelly ^Mghth Arlcamas Infantry. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., January 7, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report as to the action 
of my regiment in the late battles at Murfreesborough : 

Early on the morning of December 31, [1862,] I received orders from 
the brigadier-general commanding to advance with my regiment and to 
<ionfonn to the movements of the.regiments on my right, which was done 
l)y gradually wheeling to the right. A short time after advancing I was 
ordered to throw forward skirmishers to cover my front. Yery soon after 
the deployment had been made, a brisk fire began, and skirniishers soon 
succeeded in driving back those of the enemy 5 the lines of battle con- 
fronted, and the contest began. My regiment was posted in an open 
field ; the enemy was strongly posted behind a fence. After a continued 
and obstinate resistance, the order to charge was given (I should have 
mentioned that at this juncture .Brigadier-General Eains^ brigade came 
up on my left), which was obeyed wdth promptness and alacrity. The 
enemy fled in confusion 5 we pursued rapidly for several hundred yards, 
when he rallied to make another stand, but the impetuosity with which 
wo followed him up soon hurled him again to the rear. As the second 
(iharge wms ordered from this prtint, he was rapidly pursued for over half 
a mile, when it became necessary for us to halt, in order to refill our 
empty cartridge-boxes. This was soon accomplished, and again we 
moved forward. After proceeding several hundred yards, we maiched 
by the left flank for about one-quarter of a mile, and then forward to 
a' position several hundred yards in advance in an open field; from 
this point we withdrew to a position in the wood, a little to the rear. 
The next position taken placed the left of my regiment on a large field, 
the remaining portion being in the w^ood. The lines of battle soon met 
again. The fire at this point was very heavy. The enemy outflanked 
my left, but the timely arrival of SweWs battery dispensed all appre- 
licnsion of danger from that quarter. Another charge was made, and 
the enemy was falling back rapidly under heavy fire. At this juncture 
I was wounded and retired from the field. I think it was about 1.30 p. 
m. The action of the regiment after this will be reported by Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel [George P.j Baucum, to whom I turned over the command. 

Lieutenant [S. B.j Cole, Company I, Lieut, Calvin East, Company H, 
and Lieut. T. 11. Beard, Company F, fell while gallantly cheering and 
leading their men to victory. Adjt. H. J. McCurdy was also killed ; 
faithful to the last. He was always at his post ,* no shock could dis- 
compose him. The coolness, bravery, and good judgment of this gal- 
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lant boy is highly coaimendablc. The gallant conduct of the noble dead 
was conspicuous to the whole regiment. 

I have the honor to call attention to the gallant conduct of First Lieu- 
tenant fW. M.l Bass, Company B, who was wounded in the first fight 
while bravely cheering his men. Captain [W. H.] Lankford, Company 
A, and Second Lieutenant [B. A] Terrett, Company E, also deserve spe- 
cial mention for gallantry on the field. 

In the first charge my regiment captured two stand of colors. These 
were handed to me by Private James Biddle, Company 0, and Corpl. N. 
A. Horn, Company E, but, owing to the rapidity of the pursuit, I found it 
impossible to carry these along, and they were left on the field. Another 
stand was also captured, but was left in the same manner as the others. 

A full list of killed and wounded will be furnished by Lieutenant- 


Colonel Baucum. 

The regiment during 
move at the command. 
Very respectfully, 


the whole engagement was always prompt to 


JNO. H. KELLY, 
Colonel Eighth Arkansas Regiment 


Capt. G. A. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ IdddelVs Brigade. 


Ko. 262. 

Report of Lieut Got George F. Baucum^ Eighth Arkansas Infantry. 

Warteace, Tenn., January 12, 1863. 

Sir : In the late battle of Murfreesborough, on December 31, 1862, 
where our brigade engaged the enemy, after leaving our camp on Stone’s 
River in the morning, we were ordered forward, and in a short time we 
engaged the enemy first in a corn-field, where the firing became general 
along the line of our whole brigade, at which place our regiment suffered 
severely in killed and wounded. The firing was kept up for some ten 
or fifteen minutes in that exposed position, at which time McKair’s bri- 
gade moved up on our left and on the lenemy’s right and opened fire, 
at which time the enemy’s right gave way. Then we were ordered for- 
ward, and, after crossing the fence in front of our regiment and the Sixth 
Arkansas, we saw that the enemy in front of the Fifth and Second Ar- 
kansas was still contesting the ground. At this time the order was given 
to about-face, and we gave them an enfilade fire, and they soon fell back. 
We then forwarded to where they had been compelled to abandon tw'o 
pieces of their artillery. 

At this engagement I had my horse shot, and halted for a few moments 
and ordered the infirmary corps to carry our wounded to the hospital 
immediately in the rear. As I moved forward in the edge of the woods 
I saw Captain Williams, and asked how far the regiment was. His an- 
swer, as well as I remember, was, that it was some distance in the woods 
and that we were driving them like dogs. I moved on at double-quick 
through the woods, when I came to a cotton-patch and saw General Lid- 
dell, and he asked me what I was doing so far behind. I answered him 
that I had lost my horse and was very near broke down. He told me 
to catch up with my command. I went across the cotton-patch, passing 
a gin-house, and came to a cross fence, where the brigade was halted. 
There was some little firing with small-arms. Then Swett’s battery 
opened on the enemy in the edge of the woods, and we were then ordered 
forward across a corn-field and into the woods a few hundred yards, and 



Chap. XXXtl.] 


THE stone’s river CAMPAIGN. 


871 


were halted and received a new supply of ammunition. The firing still 
kept up on our right. After receiving our ammunition, we were ordered 
forward to an old field, and were moved some distance into the field and 
halted. Our battery went forward in the field and opened fire. Our 
skirmisliers were moved forward and engaged. The brigade was ordered 
back to the woods. We then moved by the right flank for several hun- 
dred yards, and were then ordered forward, where we engaged the enemy 
in a neck of woods, where the ground was warmly contested for some 
time, at which time General Johnson’s brigade came up and we were 
ordered to charge. The enemy was repulsed, we occupying the ground. 
The order was then given to cease firing. Johnson’s brigade moved for- 
ward to the edge of a cedar thicket under cover of a cliff of rocks. We 
moved forward to a fence to the support of Johnson’s brigade. As soon 
as we reached the fence the right of the front line gave way and the bri- 
gade in our front came to the rear in dbuble-quick, passing through our 
lines. I tried to halt the men in front of my regiment, but they all 
])assed through. * After all had passed, Colonel Govan gave the order 
to fall back ; we fell back to the woods under fire from the enemy. 

This, I believe, is about as correct account as I can give, which I re- 
spectfully submit. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. F. BATJOUM, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Gomdg, Eighth Regiment Arkansas Vols. 

Capt. G. A. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 263. 

Reports of Lieut. S. Shannon^ Warren Light Artillery. 

Artillery Encampment, Liddell’s Brigade, 

Wartrace^ Tenn., January 11, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the battery under my command, 
attached to Liddell’s brigade, moved with the brigade at daylight on the 
morning of December 31, 1862, against the right wing of the enemy in 
front of Murfreesborough. After advancing about 1 mile, crossing a 
lane, and passing through a narrow strip of timber, I posted the battery 
on an eminence in an open field to the right of the brigade, and within 
600 yards of one of the enemy’s batteries, in front of Brigadier-General 
Johnson’s brigade, and opened with a well-directed fire of round shot 
and shrapnel, causing the enemy to retire. Our loss was one horse killed, 
I then moved the battery rapidly to the front and left, and took posi- 
tion 100 yards in rear of the brigade, in front of and within 600 yards of 
one of the enemy’s rifle batteries, firing about 20 rounds to the piece with 
good effect, when the brigade gallantly charged and captured the bat- 
tery, consisting of one rifle brass 6-pounder (4-inch caliber and 10-pound 
shot) and one 10-pounder Parrott steel gun (2.9-inch caliber). From 
some unknown cause a shrapnel shot lodged about half way down one 
of the howitzers, thus temporarily disabling the piece, which was at once 
ordered a short distance to the rear. The limber being brought forward, 
I substituted the brass rifle piece just c^lptured for the disabled howit- 
zer, getting a good supply of ammunition from the enemy’s chests. Our 
loss at this position was, Oorpl. Martin Green, killed by a rifle shell; 
Sergt. John McMullen, severely wounded in the chest by a minie ball ; 
Artificer Charles McDermit, severely wounded in the arm and chest by 
a minie ball ; Private Peter Hogan, severely. wounded in the foot by a 
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minie ball; Private Frank Bonengal, slightly wounded in the hand by 
a minie ball ; Private E. H. Dnggar, slightly wounded on the hip by the 
fragment of a shell ; also one wheel disabled by the enemy^s rifle shot. 

I then moved the battery forward through an open fleld and dense 
woods into a cotton-field, taking position 60 yards in rear of flhe brigade, 
and within 60 yards of a Federal hospital, a little to the rear and left of 
the same, and within 400 yards of the Wilkinson pike, the right of the 
brigade resting at the hospital. I fired shrapnel and shell at the enemy, 
who were posted along the fence and edge of the woods beyond the pike. 
The fire was directed principally to the left, and with the most satisfac 
tory result, as the number of dead left on this part of the field by the 
enemy well attested. I fired about 25 rounds to the piece at this posi- 
tion, driving the enemy from his cover, when the brigade advanced and 
took possession of the woods beyond the pike. Our loss here was 4 
horses killed and disabled. 

After a few minutes of necessary delay, I was ordered to seek a position 
to the right, and moved the battery to the right of the hospital, where I 
found Generals Johnson and Wood, the latter falling back. 1 therefore 
moved the battery to the front and left, rejoining my own brigade across 
the Wilkinson pike. I then moved the battery to the right, down the 
pike about. 700 yards, and, finding our lines failing back, posted the bat- 
tery so as to protect their retreat. They, however, soon rallied and ad- 
vanced, and I was ordered to move with the brigade, by a flank to the 
left about 1 mile, and took position on an eminence, in full view of ami 
commanding the jNashville pike, and about 700 yards to the left and rear 
of a second Federal hospital. I opened fire on the enemy’s train of 
wagons moving rapidly to the rear, dividing and dri\dng a part of the 
train back. The battery then moved with the brigade by a right flank 
about 1,200 yards, and advanced on the enemy, concealed behind a fence 
in an open field. I posted the battery in the corner of the field, on a 
line with the brigade, and within 150 yards of the enemy. I fired 4 
rounds of canister from each piece with the most gratifying result. J 
then moved the battery quickly to the left through a narrow neck of 
woods, and, taking position on the left of the brigade, opened on the 
enemy, but was almost immediately ordered to a more elevated position 
in an open field about 300 yards to the left of the brigade, iu front and 
within 500 yards of one of the enemy’s four-gun batteries. The firing of 
the battery was remarkably good, compelling the enemy to change his 
position several times, and that of one of liis guns as often as six times, 
when he abandoned the field. I then directed the fire of the battery on 
the enemy’s lines, advancing to flank the brigade. The enemy fled be- 
fore the charge of the brigade, and I was then ordered to take my original 
position, commanding the Nashville pike, which I did, driving the en- 
emy’s train from the road the second time. Private John Burcher was 
liere slightly wounded in the shoulder by tbe fragment of a shell. 

At the urgent and repeated requests of Brigadier-General Wharton 
for artillery, to assist in capturing the enemy’s wagon train, I dispatched 
two guns to that officer and two to the brigade, the latter having posses- 
sion of the Federal hospital, near the Nashville pike, at that time. 
Before General Wharton could use the guns sent him, our lines com- 
menced to fall back, when the guns were ordered to rejoin the brigade, 
which they did in the woods between the Wilkinson and Nashville 
pikes, when the command bivouacked until morning. 

On the morning of January 1, the battery moved with the brigade 
through the woods to the left, and took position in an open field within 
800 yards of Overall’s Creek, and fired on the enemy’s cavalry along the 
creek, driving them in the direction of the Nashville pike. The battery 
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^vas then moved 400 yards to the front and right, and was posted so as 
to command the Kashviile pike, and open fire on a column of infantry 
passing to the rear, and scattering his cavalry stationed along the road. 
The battery was then moved 200 yards to the right, to the original posi- 
tion, commanding the Nashville pike, and opened fire on the enemy^s 
train. I was then ordered to place the battery COO yards to the right 
and open on the enemy^s line to the right of the hospital from the posi- 
tion I occupied in the open field, the enemy being about 1,000 yards 
<listant. I soon drew the fire of his rifie batteries, when I withdrew, 
the object being simply to develop his position. 

Private L. 13. Jones was slightly injured from concussion, 2 horses 
killed, and 1 wheel disabled. Lieut. Thomas Havern had his horse 
killed under him by a rifle-shot from one of the enemyVs guns. 

I was then ordered to place the rifle piece in position so as to command 
the Nashville pike, and fired about 30 rounds at the enemy’s cavalry 
and trains with some effect, when the axle broke, doubtless from the 
recoil of the gun. I then ordered it to the rear, in charge of Lieutenant 
Havern, and had it mounted on the howitzer carriage, and the disabled 
howitzer placed in the rear chests of a caisson and turned over at the 
depot in Murfreesborough. 

The loss of the battery sums up as foHows : 1 man killed, 3 severely 
and 4 slightly wounded, 11 horses killed and disabled, 2 wheels disabled, 
1 howitzer disabled, and 1 axle broken. 

I have the rifle piece and Parrott gun captured by the brigade, with 
74 rounds of ammunition for the former and 187 for the latter, together 
with some C-pounder ammunition taken from the enemy’s chests. I 
■ also secured 8 artillery horses, with a small amount of harness, the rear 
jiortion of a caisson, a good forge, and about 200 horseshoes, with 
blacksmith’s, carpenter’s, and saddler’s tools sufficient to supply the 
\vants of the battery. 

The battery fought over about 4 miles of ground, taking fourteen dif- 
ferent positions and firing 153 rounds to the piece, making a total of 012 
rounds. 

Sergt. William P. McDonald commanded a section of the battery, to 
-wliom I am indebted for valuable services. ’ 

It affords me peculiar pleasure to state that not a man straggled dur- 
ing the battle, or showed evidence of cowardice, but that every officer, 
non-commissioned officer, and private stood manfully at his post an(l 
])erformed his duty. 

I acknowledge my profound indebtedness to Brigadier-General Liddell 
and staff for much valuable assistance, but more especially am I indebted 
<0 the general for his fearless example, and the readiness with which he 
in person indicated the position for the battery. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

H. SHANNON, 

Lieutenant^ Commanding Warren Light ArtiUerg, 

Oapt. G. A. Williams, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Artillery Encampment, Liddell’s Brigade, 

Wartrace^ Tenn.^ March 22, 18C3. 

Sir: My attention having been called by General Liddell to a report 
of Lieut. Col. Watt W^. Floyd, commanding the Seventeenth Tennessee 
Pegimeiit, dated March 18, 18G3, giving some additional facts for the 
establisliment of his claim to the capture of the Federal hospital, known 
as the Griscom house, at the battle in front of Murfreesborough, I deem 
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it proper to submit a more miuutc statement of facts toucliiiig the mat- 
ter at issue than was coutained in my report of that battle. 

When I ceased firing at my second position, which was about miles 
in rear of the hospital, the brigade charged and captured the battery re- 
ferred to in my report, and continued to a<i vance rapidly in the direction 
of the hospital. I moved the battery promptly to the front and left 
about 1,200 yards, and took position to prevent the enemy’s cavalry from 
getting in rear of the brigade. I was detained here some fifteen minutes, 
but did not fire on the cavalry, as I had some doubt as to their being 
Federal 5 at the same time I replenished my ammunition chests. The 
cavahy disappeared, and I moved to the right and front through the 
open field, and thence forward through a narrow strip of woods into a 
cotton-field in rear of the hospital. I found the brigade posted behind 
a fence, the right resting at the hospital. General Liddell in person in- 
dicated the position for the battery, which was posted 50 or GO yards in 
rear of the brigade, and about 60 or 70 yards to the rear and left of the 
hospital, on the left, and within 20 yards of the lane running from the 
Wilkinson pike to the rear of the hospital. From this position I fired 
18 or 20 rounds to the piece, driving the enemy from his position behind 
the fence running parallel to the Wilkinson pike, when the brigade 
moved rapidly forward in pursuit into the woods across the pike. 

I remained in this position at least twenty minutes after the brigade 
had advanced, when General Liddell, returning from the front in search 
of his ordnance train, directed me to seek a position to the right. I m 0 ved 
across the lane to the right of the hospital, and, when opposite thereto, 
halted to receive ammunition from two of my limbers, which had just 
come up. At this moment General B. R. Johnson rode up to me. I saw 
a regiment of fiis brigade at a halt, the left resting at a horse lot, about 
80 or 100 yards to the right and front of the hospital, with the right of the 
regiment somewhat to the rear, or, rather, at almost a right-wheel from 
our proper front. Finding a confused state of affairs to my right, I moved 
forward through the regiment and to the left and front to the Wilkinson 
pike, in order to rejoin the brigade, which was in the advance. I saw a 
number of dead and wounded Federals in the cotton-field and lane, and 
near the line house and hospital ; also a large number of prisoners in the 
hospital yard, 

Sergt. J ohn McMullen states that it was here he was severely wounded 
in the chest by a minie ball, and not at the position last occupied by the 
battery, as stated in my report. I also lost 4 horses killed and disabled. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

H. SHANNON, 

Lieutenant^ Gommanding 8 tcett^s Battery. 

Oapt. G. A* Williams, Assistant Adjutant-G&n&ral. 


No. 264. 

Report of Brig. Gen. BushrodE. Johnson^ (7, /S. Amy, commanding Third 

Brigade. 

Hdqes. Johnson’s Bhig-., [Third,] Cleburne’s Dit., 

Hardee’s Corps, Army op Tennessee, 

Tullahomay Tenn.^ January 16, 1808. 
Sir : I respectfully submit the following report of the part* taken in 
the action before Murfreesborongh on December 31, 1863, Iw the brigade 
under my command : » > "O' 

In the first position taken by Major-General Cleburne’s division at 
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Murfreesborough, on JSunday, December 28, this brigade was the second 
one from the extreme right of the second line ; was north of Murfrees- 
borough and a little west of the Lebanon pike. Though there had been 
skirmishing with artillery and small-arms, ho regular engagement had 
taken place between our troops and those of the enemy up to the night 
of December 30. 

Late in the evening of this day my brigade, with the others of Major- 
General Cleburne’s division, was moved from the extreme right to the 
extreme left of the second line of battle, in order to support Major-Gen- 
eral McOown’s division, which formed the extreme left of the first line. 
My brigade consisted of five regiments, whose position from right to 
left, and whose strength, respectively, on the morning of the battle in 
front of Murfreesborough, were as follows : 


General and staff 6 

37 th Tennessee, Col. Moses White 225 

44th Tennessee, Col. John [S.] Fulton 509 

25th Tennessee, Col. John M. Hughs 336 

17th Tennessee, Col. A. S. Marks 598 

23d Tennessee, Lieut. Col. R. H. Keehle 272 

JDardeffs battery 70 


Strength of brigade taken into action 2, 016 


The Jefferson Artillery (four guns), commanded by Oapt Putnam Dar- 
den, having been on detached service with Brigadier-General [S. A. M.] 
Wood’s brigade, reported for duty with my command on the morning 
of December 31 and moved with my brigade. My brigade was posted 
between Brigadier-General Liddell’s brigade (which was on the extreme 
left of our line) and the brigade of Brig. Gen. L. [E.] Polk. 

At early dawn, on the last day of the old year, 1832, a year so full of 
bloody records, our line was formed, running north and south on the 
west side of the West Pork of Stone’s Eiver, my left resting on the lane 
leading up to the McOuUouch house. The order was immediately given 
to advance in support of Major*General McOown’s division, by wheeling 
the whole of our division to the right. 

My brigade moved first over open fields up a gentle ascent for about 
1,200 yards, when we reached the summit of the slope, with my left ^vithin 
about 150 yards of the Triune road. Here the enemy’s balls from cannon 
and small-arms fell around and in our ranks. Though we had moved 
out on the second line to support Major-General McOown’s division, it 
became evident that there was here nothing before us but the enemy, 
whose sharpshooters were posted at the fence and in the woods along the 
north side of the Triune road. We therefore prepared to take our place 
in the first line. I ordered out skirmishers in front of each regiment, 
halting and correcting the right of my line, which had been somewhat 
broken in passing through a small thicket in the field. Ool. Moses 
White and Lieutenant-Colonel [E. D.] Prayser, of the Thirty-seventh, 
and several men of the Porty-fourth Tennessee Eegiment, were here 
wounded before we had fired a gun. Major [J. T.] McEeynolds, a faith- 
ful and brave officer, then took command of the Thirty-seventh Eegi- 
ment Tennessee Volunteers. 

Our skirmishers now drove the enemy from the fence and border of 
the woods, and the brigade advanced to the Triune road in a beautiful 
line, completing the wheel to the right. My command was here moved 
to the left on the road, to give room to Brigadier-General Polk’s brigade. 

In front of the left wing of the Twenty-fifth Eegiment Tennessee Vol- 
unteers there was, at this time, a lane running nearly perpendicular to 
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the Triune road ; and with a narrow opening on the right of this lane 
there was on either side a cedar glade. The brigade advanced into the 
glade, and, passing it under a warm fire on the right wing, it entered a 
wide corn-field on the left and a narrow field on the right of the lane. 
The conflict now became very severe — perhaps as much so as at any 
period during the day. 

Immediately in front of the Seventeenth Tennessee Itegiment, and to 
the right of a small thicket, was a battery of four guns— afterward found 
to be a Michigan battery — supported by a heavy force of infantry. 
Farther to the left was posted a second battery. As soon as the bri- 
gade entered upon the open ground it was exposed to a very heavy fire 
of grape, shells, and bullets. The Twenty-fifth Eegiment, on the right 
of the lane, was especially exposed to a flank fire of the enemy^s battery. 
The Seventeenth advanced steadily to within 150 yards of the battery, 
halted, and engaged the enemy most gallantly and efiSciently for some 
time. Captain Darden-s battery at the same time took position on the 
south side of the field, and with admirable skill poured in a well-di- 
rected fire of shell, shrapnel, and solid shot over the heads of our men 
upon the battery and infantry in front of my left wing, which soon 
silenced the enemy’s pieces. The Seventeenth then charged and took 
the battery of four guns in front of it, having, with the aid of the artil- 
lery, killed eight men of the battery and many horses, and having 
wounded the captain and a number of his men and damaged one of his 
pieces. 

As our men advanced, Captain Barden moved his battery to the left 
and engaged the enemy’s battery on the left of the small thicket, which 
finally moved back from its position. After continuing the fire for a time 
from the open fields upon the enemy now in the woods beyond, the 
Seventeenth again charged and gained the woods, where a stubborn 
resistance continued to be offered by the enemy, who took shelter be- 
hind trees and logs. Still the Seventeenth pushed rapidly forward, 
driving the enemy until its left was exposed to an enfilading fire from 
the enemy, who occupied a fence some 60 yards to the left. The Twenty- 
third Tennessee Eegiment, in conjunction with the right of Brigadier- 
General Liddell’s brigade, now approached in good time, and gallantly 
relieved the Seventeenth from this flank fire, enabling it to pass forward 
and drive the enemy ffom the woods. 

On the right of the lane, where the Twenty-fifth, Forty-fourth, and 
Thirty-seventh Tennessee Regiments passed, there was much less open 
ground than on the lett. When the enemy gave way in the field on the 
left of the lane, they fell rapidly back to the woods, and were soon driven 
from this cover ; but on the right of the lane my right wing had to ad- 
vance much more slowly against artillery and infantry, and gradually 
drive the enemy step by step, without the aid of artillery, through 
woods almost equal in extent to the woods and open ground on the left. 
The consequence was, that the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment gained 
the open field beyond the woods and advanced to the woods beyond the 
Federal hospital before my right had got through the woods in which 
this protracted struggle took place. This struggle on the right was 
maintained by our troops with the same gallantry and persistency as 
by those on the left, though that straggle presented not the same variety 
of phases in the former as in the latter. A battery of the enemy’s artil- 
lery was posted in the corn-field in advance of the woods on the right 
ot the lane. This battery was removed before our troops passed out of 
the woods. 

The first serious conflict in which my brigade was engaged in this 
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battle may be considered as closing here. More than balf of the whole 
loss of this brigade, in my opinion, occurred in this conflict. Without 
attempting to enumerate the loss in men, it is known that in killed and 
wounded the Forty -fourth lost here its major, 8 ofifiicers, and its color- 
bearer; the Seventeenth lost its colonel, adjutant, and 13 company 
ofhcers ; the Twenty-fifth lost its colonel and G company officers ; the 
Twenty-third lost 3 officers ; the Thirty-seventh lost its colonel and lieu- 
tenant-colonel. One of my staff was also wounded by a shell. The 
command of the Seventeenth devolved on Lieut. Gol. W. W. Floyd, and 
that of the Twenty-fifth on Lieut. CoL Samuel Davis, after the colonels 
of these regiments were w’onnded, which was early in this fight. Colo- 
nel [A. S.j Marks, ef the Seventeenth Regiment, advanced within sight 
of the batterv, afterward taken by his regiment, and exclaimed, “Boys! 
do you see that battery f It is ours, is it not It was, however, taken 
after he was wounded. 

After clearing the woods, the Seventeenth Regiment was fired on by 
the enemy stationed in and about the cotton-gin, about 70 yards in front 
of a large Federal hospital. One piece of artiUery was observed just 
on the left of the hospital and a battery of four guns about 300 yards to 
its right. This battery was playing on the woods occupied by the right 
of the brigade, and an undulation in the g-round served to conceal from 
it the movements of the Seventeenth Regiment, while that regiment 
passed some 50 yards to its rear and about 150 yards from its right. 
The fire of the enemy in and about the cotton-gin was returned by the 
Seventeenth Regiment, killing and wounding several of the enemy, and 
the conflict was kept up on both sides until the regiment had passed 
the hospital, seven companies passing to the right of the hospital and 
three to the left. The enemy was now observed forming at a distance 
of several hundred yards in front. The battery on the right moved off 
about this time, leaving behind one piece of artiUery. When our troops 
approached the hospital, a second flag was raised, and a man came out 
with another, a white flag, which he waved with much energy. A large 
number of prisoners had been passed in the woods, with whom our men 
were prohibited from leaving the field, and a number were captured with 
the hospital. The Seventeenth also captured here two wagons, well 
loaded with ammunition for small-arms, and the cannon on the left of 
the hospital. It will be observed that the lane which separated my right 
from my left wing, and along each side of which my men moved, passed 
immediately by this Federal hospital. The line of march to this hospital 
for my brigade was shorter than that for any brigade or regiment on my 
left. The Fifth Confederate Regiment, commanded by Col. J . A. Smith, 
of Brig. Gen.L. [B.] Polk’s brigade, was the first command to reach the 
hospital after the Seventeenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. The offi- 
cers of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment are very confident that this 
regiment was the first to reach and pass the hospital. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Floyd remarks that “At the time I ordered the charge into the woods 
in front of tbe hospital, I was at least 70 yards in advance of any other 
troops on my left; that we passed through the woods very rapidly, and 
certainly had less space to pass over in getting there than any troops on 
our left ” There may be but little importance attached to the taking ot 
this hospital, and but Uttle honor won in reaching this position first, but 
as it has been made a subject of some conflict in opinion between hon- 
orable men, honestly differing in their opinion, it is but proper that the 
facts in the case should be determined. The only interest which the 
undersigned can have in the matter arises from an honest wish to have 
justice done to those who have a right to expect it at hiB hands, while 
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lie trusts and believes they would scorn to aiipropriate aught that was 
not their due.* 

Of Lieutenant-Colonel [W. W.] Floyd it is just to say that on this 
field of battle he has shown himself to be a good, faithful, energetic, and 
gallant officer. His cool judgment and courage, and the steadiness with 
which he stood to his post in every position of his command, have not, 
perhaps, been excelled by any officer on the field at Murfreesborough. 

In the woods behind the hospital I reformed the brigade in line of 
battle, and obtained a new supply of cartridges, the Seventeenth having 
supplied itself mainly from the wagons it captured. Captain Darden’s 
battery also came up here and took position on the left of the brigade. 

About this time, finding Brigadier-General Wood falling back from 
an advanced position on our right, I learned ffiom him upon inquiry that 
the enemy had a heavy battery in his front, which was doing much 
damage. "Under instructions from Major-General Cleburne, I sent for- 
ward a company of sharpshooters, under command of Captain [F. B.l 
Terry, of the Seventeenth, with instructions to take off the men and 
horses of the battery. At the same time Captain Darden’s battery, by 
direction of Major Hotchkiss, moved to the right of my brigade and into 
the woods in advance of Brigadier-General Wood’s brigade, and opened 
fire on the advancing enemy, driving them back. Captain Darden re- 
ports that he then moved his battery to the right into a field, in which 
there was a hospitkl, about 300 yards from the Wilkinson pike, and, in 
conjunction with two guns of, he thinks. Captain [J. T.l Humphreys’ bat- 
tery, engaged a battery of the enemy, and, after a hotly contested fight, 
silenced four of his guns. 

In the mean time Captain Terry advanced, with his company deployed 
as skirmishers, and, passing to the left of the Wilkinson pike, approached 
the garden fence of the hospital to our right and ftont on the north side 
of the Wilkinson pike, driving from that fence the enemy’s skirmishers, 
who took position in the edge of a cedar thicket, to which a heavy force 
of the enemy’s infantry now advanced, when Captain Terry withdrew his 
men and joined his regiment, now in motion. 

In the mean time I was ordered by Major-General Cleburne to move 
ray brigade by the left flank across a corn-field on the north side of the 
Wilkinson pike. On passing all but the right regiment of my brigade 
into the woods beyond the corn-field, I was directed to move to the front 
in support of Brigadier-General Folk’s brigade. We descended the slope 
of a hill and entered the cedars, on a rocky acclivity some 200 yards to 
the left of the position to which Captain Terry had driven the enemy’s 
skirmishers. My men here opened fire, when I directed them to desist, 
believing that our friends were in front of our line. Biding now in ad- 
vance of the right of our line, the enemy’s fire was unexpectedly drawn. 
After a few rounds it was found that a heavy force was flanking our right, 
where we were unsupported. I consequently moved my command to the 
rear in good order. The Forty-fourth Tennessee Eegiment reports 21 
prisoners captured here. Major McEeynolds, the last field officer on duty 
with the Thirty-seventh, was here mortally wounded, and Captain Jar- 
nagin assumed command of the regiment. In our rear there was drawn 


* Note on Oeiginai.. — In regard to the Federal hospital in, controversy, it is hoped 
it may he found that while this brigade captured the one hnpwn as the J enkins house, 
the other brigade captured that known as the Widow Smith’s hoinse. 

The following officers are known to be prisoners in Nashville : Mai. J. C. Davis, 
CaptainfWiUiam] Clarke, Captain [G. W.] O’Neal, SeoondLieut6nant[M. W.] Black, 
First Lieutenant [H. M.] Kinsey, Lieutenant [M- P.] Marbnry (not known), Seven- 
teenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, 
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up a line of several regiments, some of which, at least, belonged to some 
other corps. 

An order now came to me from General Cleburne to move my brigade 
to support General Liddell. After marching some 400 yards by the left 
flank, we moved to our front and passed north through a long wood lot 
projecting into open fields. Having received a message from General 
Liddell, through Colonel Kelly, who was wounded, to the. effect that the 
aid of my brigade would rout the enemy, we came up with General Lid- 
dell’s brigade on an ascent beyond the edge of the woods. General Lid- 
dell’s command now yielded the gTOund to my men, and reformed under 
the brow of a small hill, to the top of which my command ascended. 

Before us was now" an open field, declining in front. At the foot of the 
declivity, at the distance of about 400 yards, was a battery, strongly sup- 
ported by infantry. My command steadily advanced, fighting under fire 
from the battery and infantry. The battery was soon silenced, and our 
men advanced in double-quick time to a position behind a fence and a 
ledge of rocks. In front, about 80 yards, was a cedar glade, in the edge 
of which the enemy were now seen lying close together along a ledge 
of rocks. Under cover of the fence and rocks our men took deliberate 
aim and poured upon the enemy a destructive fire, which was returned 
with spirit. The conflict lasted some twenty minutes, when the enemy 
arose to retire. At this moment a volley was discharged upon them with 
remarkable effect, and our men rapidly advanced to the cedars, capturing 
the fine battery of Parrott guns against which they had been fighting, 
and which was now^ in iiosition on the adjacent flanks of the Twenty- 
third and Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiments. The men of my brigade 
then took shelter behind the ledge of rocks at ihe edge of the glade, 
and were well covered from the enemy’s fire. All concur in representing 
the number of dead and wounded in the edge of the cedars as very large. 
Many were lying side by side along the ledge in the position they as- 
sumed to await our approach, while others had fallen as they turned to 
retreat. 

The fire was still being kept up on the part of our troops, when it was 
observed that the troops on our right, bearing colors with blue ground 
and red cross, were falling back, and it was reported that our right was 
flanked by a heavy force. A precipitate retreat*immediately followed. 
My brigade having a strong position, held to it with tenacity, and aban- 
doned itwath reluctance, after a delay that led to considerable loss. Here 
Captain [NT. E.] Allen, of the Twenty-third, who was distinguished for 
his valor and coolness, fell, mortally wounded. Captain [F. M.] Orr, of 
the Seventeenth, was killed in the advance. The Forty-fourth lost 2 offi- 
cers } the Twenty-fifth, 2 lieutenants, the color-bearer and colors, Maj. 
J.'O. Davis, of the Seventeenth, with other officers and men, were here 
captured. 

The retreat was made without order. The lines were broken and men 
of different regiments, brigades, and divisions were scattered all ovei* the 
fields. The movement was to me totally unexpected, and I have yet to 
learn that there existed a cause commensurate with the demoralization 
that ensued. At the moment in which I felt the utmost confidence in 
the success of our arms I was almost run over by our retreating troops. 
I contended with the tide step hy step, but made no impression on the 
xetreating columns until they had gained the woods, when, by calling on 
a number of color-bearers, I'succeeded in planting the colors of sevei'al 
regiments, and the men then assembled upon them with ranks much 
thinned. I but think that the whole ultimate fortunes of the 

ffieki were lost; by this backward movement. Our men were in sight of 



880 


KY., MiD. AND E. TPINN , N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [Chap. XSXH. 


the iNayhville pihe; some have said they were on it. The enemy’s right 
was doubled back upon their center. Had we held this position the hue 
of com'nuinication of the enemy would have been cut. We could have 
flanked them and enfiladed their whole line, which was no doubt in dis- 
order. It was unfortunate that our artillery was not promptly moved 
forward to support us. Sly battery was at this time in position, by order 
of General Hardee. I do "not think that our artillery was sufficiently 
used on our left. General Liddell’s battery arrived on the ground, and 
he proceeded to put it in position for the work to be done, but did not 
succeed in time to open before the retreat commenced. Had we received 
re-enforcements we might have returned and regained the ground. But 
very soon the enemy planted a formidable battery on an eminence near 
the railroad, sweeping all the open fields and commanding even the woods 
in which our lines were formed. The enemy’s infantry was also brought 
forward and posted in great str^lugth, so as to be prptected by the side 
slopes of the railroad and pike, and the trees and rocks in the cedar 
glade. It would then have been very hazardous to assail them with any 
force by our former approach. These facts I promptly communicated 
to Major [Calhoun] Benliam, of General Cleburne’s staff. We now threw 
forward our skirmishers to the fields, and prepared to hold our position. 
AUowing for the ground we had lost, we had driven the enemy back 2 
miles, and now held our position from 3 o’clock on Wednesday afternoon 
until 10 o’clock on Friday night. Between the two armies and beyond 
the available reach of either, the ground was strewn with the dead and 
wounded, and with their arms and accouterments. During Wednesday 
night the enemy’s artny seemed to be busy with rapid movements of 
troops, wagons, and artillery. The very commands of the officers could 
be distinguished, and the rumbling of wagons seemed to commence on 
their left and die away in the distance beyond their right. Toward the 
dawn of day I felt confident that we could distinguish the peculiar noise 
of artillery moving away, and, concluding that the enemy were in full 
retreat, I stated this impression in a note to General Cleburne, with the 
suggestion that our forces should be pressed forward. 

The ground in front of our pickets was mainly occupied by the enemy’s 
^yoanded and dead, and the groans of the former were appealing for re- 
lief throughout the night. Early in the morning I took with me a num- 
ber of men of the infirmary corps of my brigade, and went out on the 
field to carry off the wounded. A fire had been built for a number of 
them by our pickets, but others had passed the night in the cold. We 
had moved but few of them, when the enemy’s pickets fired on us, and 
one of their balls struck a wounded Federal borne on the shoulders of 
our men. Again, later in the day, when one of our men, yielding to 
natural sympathy excited by the continued cries of suffering' humanity, 
crawled to a wounded Federal, and was endeavoring to place him in a 
comfortable position, the enemy’s pickets shot the good Samaritan, 
wounding him in the arm. ’ 


During the night of December 31, and day and night of January 1, 
and until 10 p. m. of the 2d, we remained inactive in our position in the 
woods, occasionally shelled by tbe enemy’s batteries, and aroused by the 
firing of our skirmishers in front. I suggested and urged the planting 
ot a heavy battery to my left and front, but my suggestions seemed not 
to be approved either by artillery officers or my seniors. My own con- 
yictious still approve this suggestion, convinced, as I ain, that on the 
field of battle there should be no repose, and that energetic, iudicious. 
persistent action affords the only reliable means of success. “^Had this 
battery been planted it would have proved a very great diversion in favor 
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of our attackiu^’ force ou the evening of Friday, January 2, as a concen- 
trated fire could have been thrown upon the enemy’s battery at, perhaps, 
a shorter distance than from any other battery in our lines, and we would 
then have had a cross-fire upon the enemy’s strongest position. 

On Friday evening I sent out, by request of Major-General Cleburne, 
a party of men to bring in the guns lying near our skirmishers in front, 
and succeeded in bringing in a number, which were carried from the 
field by the ordnance officer of the brigade, Lieut. J. B. Lake. My men 
also armed themselves very generally with long-range guns, by exchange. 

At 10 p. m. on Friday," January 2, we were -withdrawn from the left 
wing of our army, and placed in support of Major-General Breckinridge’s 
division, on the extreme right. Here we remained in a heavy rain until 
11 p. m. on Saturday, January 3, when our retreat commenced, and con- 
tinued through the very inclement weather of the night. After dark on 
the evening of the 4th we halted, and rested until 8 a. m. on January 5, 
within miles of Manchester, a number of my men having fallen behind 
from weariness and other causes. 

In the progress of this report the conduct of men and officers of the 
brigade has been indicated with some particularity. I regret to state 
that, especially after our first serious conflict, a number of men fell 
behind the command. 

Lieutenant-Colonel [it H.] Keeble, of the Twenty-third Eegiment 
Tennessee Volunteers, is especially worthy of notice for his steady 
courage and the manner in which he handled his men, and, with the 
aid of good company officers, kept them together through all the move- 
ments of the day of battle. 

Col. John S. Fulton and Lieut. Col. John L. McBweu, jr., of the Forty- 
fourth, bore themselves gallantly, pressing forward, and encouraging 
their men in all the dangers of the field. 

Out of fifteen field officers, twelve were present on the field of battle, 
and but one of them escaped untouched in person or clothes. The For- 
ty-fourth [Eegiment] took into action 28 officers and lost 10 killed, 
wounded, and missing j the Seventeenth [Eegiment] took into action 
41 officers, and lost 21 killed, wounded, and missing; the Twenty-fifth 
[Regiment] took into action 37 officers, and lost 12 killed, wounded, and 
missing ; the Twenty-third [Eegiment] took into action 23 officers, and 
lost 4 killed, wounded, and missing; the Thirty-seventh took into action 
25 officers, and lost 0 killed, wounded, and missing ; general and stall’ 
took into action 6 officers, and lost 2 killed, wounded, and missing. 

The following are the casualties which occurred, as determined 
comparison of surgeons’ and regimental reports: 


nth Tennessee.. - 
2:{d Tennessee . . . 
25th Tennessee... 
37th Tennessee. -- 
44th Tennessee... 
Jeiforson Artillery 
General and stalf. 

Total 


Command. 


Xilled. 

a 

3 

O 

{ 

'S 1 

' 

38 

176 

24 ; 
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48 
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91 

14 , 

G 
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1 1 

14 

: 134 
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492 
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318 

40 

174 


G23 


I cannot close my report without special notice of Capt. Put. Dardeu 
and the battery under his command. The abilitj^ and sieal of the officers 
5G K— VOL XX, PT T 
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and men as exhibited in the management of the batteiy, and in the 
efficiency and precision of its fire on this field of battle, ranks it, in 
my opinion, among the best batteries with the Army of Tennessee. 

My staff served faithfully and creditably in this action. Capt. E. B. 
Snowden, assistant adjutant-general, was twice struck, and had his horse 
disabled, and remained actively employed on the field with the command. 
Capt. William T. Blakemore, aide-de-camp, was with me everywhere on 
the field, and rendered me all the assistance in his power. Capt. John 
Overton, volunteer aide, w'as wounded, and Capt. Jo. H. Yanleer, also 
volunteer aide, after having his horse disabled, fought in ranks, with a 
rifle. Lieut. George H. Smith, of the regular army, and my brigade in- 
spector, was wounded before he reported to me on the field. 

A rough map, exhibiting the movements of my brigade and battery 
in the battle before Murfreesborough, is herewith inclosed. 

Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. E. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Capt. Irving- A. Buck, 

* Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 265. 


Beport ofLienL James B. Lalce, , Chief Ordnance Officer. 

Hdqes. Ordnance Department, Johnson^s Brigade, 

Tullahoma, Tenn., January 23, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor of reporting that, while on the battle-field near 
Murfreesborough, Tenn.. December 31, 1862, 1 collected and turned over 
to ordnance department about one hundred and sixty guns, consisting 
in Enfield rifles, minie and percussion muskets. I also took from the 
field one four-horse wagon complete, with fifteen boxes Enfield car- 
tridges, which wagon I now have in my train. 

Yery respectfully, 

JAS. B. LAKE, 

First Bieut and Chief of Ordnance, General Johnson^s Brigade. 

Capt. E. B. Snowden, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 266. 

Reports of Lieut. Col. Watt W. Floyd, Seventeenth Tennessee Infantry. 

Tullahoivia, Tenn., January 9 , 1863 . 

General : In obedience to Special Orders, No. — , I submit a brief 
report of the part the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment took in the 
battle of Murfreesborough, Tenn., on December 31, 1862. 

The regiment was led into the action by the gallant Colonel Marks, 
you had put the brigade in position to move against the enemy’s 
lines, the Seventeenth occupied a position in a bottom, where a batted 
had been captured a few minutes before by General McCown’s command. 
Upon being ordered forward, the regiment advanced up a gentle slox)e 
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to a fence on the crest of the hill. Here our skirmishers were first fired 
upon, and we discovered a heavy force supporting a battery in a corn- 
field immediately in front of our lines. The regiment moved up in fine 
style to within 150 yards of the battery, under a galling fire from the 
artillery and infantry. We halted and engaged them for some length 
of time to great effect. Colonel Marks was wounded here at the first 
fire, and the command then devolved upon me. The enemy’s line finally 
gave way, and the order was given to charge. Kever did soldiers obey 
an order with more alacrity. We captured the battery (four pieces), 
and drove the enemy back to the edge of a thick woodland. After pass- 
ing the battery, we halted and engaged the enemy a second time, soon 
starting him back again. I ordered a second charge, which was well 
executed under a heavy fire. On gaining the fence from which we had 
just driven the enemy, I reformed the regiment. Here the enemy made 
a very stubborn stand, taking shelter behind the trees and logs ; here 
my left suffered severely from an enfilading fire. The enemy’s line had 
not given way on my left. He occupied the opposite side of the fence 
from me, not exceeding 60 yards from me. Colonel Keeble, with his 
noble little band, came soon to our relief, with General Liddell on his 
left. I discovered that the right wing of the brigade was still held in 
check some distance in our rear by the enemy, strongly posted in a wood 
in front of it; but my men were so anxious to go forward that I ordered 
them to clear the wood in front. So soon as I saw the enemy’s line 
break to my left, we kept up a running and a very destructive fire 
through the wood, which was, perhaps, some 300 yards. 

On emerging from the w^oods, I discovered a Federal hospital imme- 
diately in front, and one piece of artillery just at the left of it, which 
was silent, and a battery of four pieces about 300 yards to the right. 
The regiment at this point made a half-wheel to the right, seven com- 
panies passing to the right and three companies to the left of the hos- 
pital. The battery that was on my right was playing on the right of 
the brigade, and seemed not to discover us. On passing the hospital 
and clearing the fences, I discovered the enemy in force forming about 
300 yards in front of me. I ordered a halt and reformed the regiment, 
having passed some 50 yards to the rear of the battery that was on my 
right, and not more than 150 yards distant, but a slight elevation of 
ground concealed it from me. It silenced, though, about this time, and 
moved off* to my right, leaving behind one piece, There we captured 2 
wagons, well loaded with ammunition for small-arms, and 8 mules. At 
the hospital we captured a large number of prisoners, besides quite a 
number in the woods, alluded to heretofore ; I think in all not less than 
200 unhurt (my ofiBieers think more), besides killing and wounding a 
great number. Many of the wounded had already been collected at the 
hospital for treatment. 

My regiment was fired upon after clearing the woods by a party of 
Federals posted in a cotton-gin about 70 yards in front of the hospital, 
and my men returned the fire, killing several of them. The enemy con- 
tinued to fire upon our line, particularly the left wing, until we had 
passed the hospital. I feel very certain that my regiment was first at 
this hospital. At the time I ordered the charge into the woods in front 
of it, 1 was at least 75 yards in advance of any troops on my left. We 
passed through the woods very rapidly, and we certainly had less space 
to pass over in getting there than any regiment on our left. After i)ass- 
ing the hospital and reforming the regiment, we occupied a position 
nearly out of sight of it. I found upon examination at this point that 
oui' stock of ammunition was nearly exhausted. We replenished from 
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tlie captured wagons by using all that would fit our guns. W e remained 
here full half an hour before any support came up, Colonel Keeble com- 
ing first of your brigade. After you reformed the brigade at this point 
to make a second advance in line, my regiment had but little to do with 
the enemy until after 12 o'clock, except Captain [F. B,] Terry^s com- 
pany, which was thrown forward as skirmishers near the Federal hos- 
pital, north of the Franklin pike. Here Captain Terry drove back the 
enemy^s sharpshooters, killing several and having several of his own 
men woundecl. 

TheMext thing worthy of note Avas when you brought up your brigade 
to support General Liddell. In that action my regiment came up with, 
I think, the Second Arkansas Eegiment in a wood lot. That regiment 
was driving the enemy slowly, but surely, before it. On reaching the 
fence on the north side of the lot, this regiment faced about and retired 
through my lines. I immediately gave the command forward, and nobly 
and gallantly did the boys clear the fence. This brought us into an 
open field in'plain view of a fine battery of the enemy’s guns, down at 
the foot of the hill (we occupied the top), distant about 500 yards. This 
battery was supported by a heavy line of infantry. The retreating force 
that Liddell had been driving made one stand against us before reach- 
ing the bottom of the hill and did us serious damage. I halted the regi- 
ment about half way down the hill, and gave the enemy a few rounds. 
Meanwhile his battery was playing heavily upon us, but the well-directed 
fire of our boys soon drove' the gunners from their pieces and stopped 
the trouble from that quarter. Scarcely had I given the command for- 
ward” before I perceived the boys going at a double-quick for the bottom 
of the hill. 

In this charge I lost Captain Orr, killed, and several others wounded. 
On reaching the foot of the hill, I halted the regiment, discovering a fine 
position behind a fence in some sinks or basins, bordered by rocks, (&c. 
The men promptly took advantage of these things, and commenced pour- 
ing a deadly fire into their ranks as they were lying in the edge of a cedar 
glade. The distance between our lines ranged from 75 to 100 yards, or 
less. Here my boys commenced the work of destruction in good earnest. 
Never have I seen such cool, deliberate aim taken in battle. The enemy 
stood the fire well, and returned it briskly, but with little effect. The 
engagement at this point lasted some thirty minutes, when the enemy 
arose to retreat, but a deadly volley from our boys prevented most of 
them from escaping. Another “ forward,” and the boys soon occupied 
the ground the Yankees had just left. 

In this charge we gained full i^ossession of the fine battery that had 
annoyed us so but a short time before. My men took a position behind 
a ledge of rocks that bordered the cedar glade, which afforded a fine 
shelter from the enemy’s bullets. Along the edge of the cedar glade 
was the greatest destruction of Yankees I have seen on any battle-field. 
I do not claim for my regiment full credit for taking the battery cap- 
tured at this point. Colonel Keeble did some effectiA^e work here, al- 
though the battery Avas opposite the left wing of my battalion. The 
position I occupied at this point I considered a very safe one, believing 
that we could hold it against any reasonable force wdth but little cost ; 
but after remaining there for some time, I was notified that the right 
Avas rapidly giving way. On looking in that direction, I saw the bri- 
gade on the right of yours had fallen back considerably, and that the 
right Av in g of your brigade was falling back .also. I turned to the left, 
and found it giving back, too. I immediately ordered my command to 
fall back to the feuce, which they did in good order, many of them 
taking the position again from Which they had done such noble work a 
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little while before, and comnieuced firing. But no one seemed disposed 
to stop and support me, and I ordered my men to fall back as rapidly 
as possible. But by this time the enemy had got so near that I knew 
my men would suffer severely, having to fall back through an open field 
for some 500 yards before gettingout of danger, and that up hill. The 
men were nearly exhausted from six or seven hours’ hard fighting and 
maneuvering. 

I herewith submit a list* of casualties ^ the list of missing, I am sure, 
not large enough by one-half to cover -the real loss. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded the officers and men who fought 
under my command on that memorable day. The officers all did their 
duty nobly 5 the men gallantly, bravely, effectively. 

I cannot close this already too tedious report without making special 
mention of our color-bearer, W. T. Jones, who was lost on the last field. 
He carried the colors well to the front through every engagement and 
every charge. A braver, better soldier never went forth to battle, or 
offered up his life a sacrifice to the cause of justice than W, T. Jones. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

WATT W. FLOYD, 

Lieutenant Colonel^ Gomdg. Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment. 

Brig. Gen. B. E. Johnson. 


Tullahoma, Tenn., Ilarch 18, 1SG3. 

General : I submit some additional facts in regard to the hospital 
that I claimed in my report of the battle of Murfreeshorough as having 
been captured by the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment. 

If any Confederate troops reached that hospital before the Seven- 
teenth Tennessee Eegiment, I cannot understand when or how they got 
in advance of us. When we started into the last skirt of woods, which 
lies south, or, rather, ivest of south, from the hospital, the enemy on our 
left were nearly on the same line with my regiment and enfiladed our 
line. General Liddell was some distance to the left and rear of my 
regiment. Colonel Keeble, whose regiment was on the left of our bri- 
gade, says that about this time General Liddell’s brigade had separated 
from him some distance, and seemed to be moving still farther to the 
left. 1 ordered the ‘^forward” here as soon as the enemy gave way on 
my left, as stated in my report. I know that my regiment at this point 
was in advance of any other portion of our line that was in sight of me. 
Every officer in my regiment who went through the fight will corrobo- 
rate this, as well as any other statement I shall make. 

On entering the woods above mentioned, my line was perpendicular 
to the lane which passes to the left and near by the hospital. Had my 
regiment continued to march straight forward it would have passed to 
the left of the hospital, but just before leaving the woods the regiment 
made a half- wheel to the right. How, I am perfectly satisfied that it 
was impossible for General LiddeU’s brigade (or any part of it) to start 
on my left and rear, as it did, separated from me, as it was, by more 
than the length of Colonel Keeble’s regiment, and enter the woods west 
of south from the hospital, make the circuit on the large exterior curve, 
which it must have done in the face of the enemy, and yet reach the hos- 
pital by this^ lengthened route before the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegi- 
ment did, moving, as it did, on the interior curve rapidly and without 
halting. After passing from the woods west of south from the hospital, 
the Seventeenth Eegiment was fired on by the Yankees from both sides 
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ol' the old gia-house and the hospital, and this regiment continued to 
return a brisk fire until a white flag was violently waved by a Yankee 
advancing from the hospital. The firing pretty well ceased in the reg- 
iment after this white flag was exhibited, and two companies (Captains 
[T. H.] Watterson’s and [G, W.] McDonald’s) passed through the yard 
of the hospital and on both sides of it, and Captain [U. C.j Harrison’s 
company passed entirely on the left of the yard. When the regiment 
reached the hospital, a brisk fire was again opened upon some Yankees 
who were running' toward the Wilkinson pike, but particularly on some 
Yankees who were trying to get off some ammunition wagons which the 
Seventeenth Hegiment captured, and from which the men of that regi- 
ment filled their boxes. Captains Watterson’s and McDonald’s com- 
panies fired from the yard fence in rear of the hospital upon the Yankees 
retreating toward the" pike. After we had entered the woods beyond the 
hospital, we halted and the regiment was reformed. After we had been 
reformed about twenty minutes, a Federal officer came galloping up 
from our left, apparently thinking we were Yankees^ and we captured 
him and his horse. The capture was made by Lieutenant [M. W.] Black, 
of Company E, Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment. The enemy were 
now in full view near the Wilkinson pike. 

I^ow, it is proposed to deny, in the face of the men and officers of the 
Seventeenth [Kegiment] who were engaged, that any such a conflict as 
described occurred at the point indicated. It is claimed that the Sec- 
ond ij'kansas Eegiment was the first to reach this hospital, and that 
there was no fi ghting about the hospital afterward. Private Elder, of the 
Second Arkansas Eegiment Infantry, left to guard the hospital by Gen- 
eral Liddell, states that, with Private Faidley, he took possession of the 
hospital, which he understood was the residence of a Mr. Griscom, and 
that he did not see General Johnson’s brigade until some time after he 
had been stationed there, when General Liddell’s brigade had passed to 
the front, and that there was no fighting at or about the hospital at that 
time. Private Faidley, of Company D, Second Arkansas Eegiment, says 
he saw the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment, General Johnson’s bri- 
gade, come up within 75 yards of the hospital about fifteen minutes after 
General Liddell’s brigade passed. Thus it is proved that the Seven- 
teenth Eegiment had no conflict at the hospital, and that it reached the 
hospital after General Liddell’s brigade had passed. This, I must be 
permitted to say, proves too much. Ho combinations of proof can dem- 
onstrate to the officers and men of the Seventeenth Eegiment that they 
did not have a fight in and about the yard of the hospital. 

The simple explanation of all this, and the fact that the Second Ar- 
kansas Eegiment had men wounded and killed near the hospital, is to 
me plainly as follows : The Seventeenth Eegiment, after passing the 
hospital, entered the woods beyond, obliquing considerably to the right, 
and the regiment was here reformed, with the left resting about 75 or 
100 yards to the right of and beyond the hospital. In this position, and 
after the regiment had passed the hospital, the half of the right com- 
pany of the Second Arkansas Eegiment might, perhaps, have passed to 
the right of the hospital without touching or seeing the Seventeenth 
Tennessee Eegiment. The enemy were still in the woods, and might 
have wounded and killed men of the Second Arkansas Eegiment by 
firing from the left, and, perhaps, the front of the hospital. By no other 
method can it be explained how Privates Elder and Faidley failed to 
witness the conflict which the Seventeenth Eegiment had at the hospi- 
tal. The regiment which these men saw approach was the Twenty- 
third Eegiment, or, perhaps, some other regiment of our brigade, which 
came up over half au hour after the Seventeenth Eegiment passed the 



Chap. XXXII.] 


THE STONERS KIVER CAMPAIGN. 


887 


hospital. And 1 quite agree with Private Elder, of the Second Arkan- 
sas Eegiment, that there was no fighting* at or about the hospital after 
he was placed there. In common with the officers of my regiment, I am 
satisfied that there could not have been any Confederate soldiers guard- 
ing the hospital at the time we passed it. Indeed, it is evident, from 
the nature of our conflict at that point, that no Confederate soldiers 
could have been there at that time. 

As already stated, the enemy was in full view near the Wilkinson 
pike when we halted beyond the hospital. Feeling apprehensive that 
the enemy might charge upon us, I sent Lieutenant [J. D.] Floyd back, 
some twenty minutes after we halted, to bring up any of our men who 
might be* at the hospital. He stated that he saw nothing but Yankees 
there, and that General LiddelFs brigade was then being formed in rear 
of the fence which runs on the north side of the large cotton-field on the 
left of the hospital. Captain W atterson, of the vSeventeenth [Eegiment], 
states that, in passing the hospital at the time when the regiment first 
came up to it, he got a drink of water from one of the surgeons. The 
surgeon made some complaint about the hospital having been fired into, 
but said he could not blame us, as the hospital had not been properly 
prepared. 

It may be proper here to state that the hospital is named on the en- 
gineer’s*maps of the field of battle as the Jenkins house, and not as Mr. 
Gri scorn’s house. 

The following statement, made by Captain Terry, will exhibit circum- 
stantially the length of time which must have elapsed after the capture of 
the hospital by the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment before General 
Liddell’s brigade came up to it : 

When the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment halted in the woods beyond the hospital, 
its gnides were thrown out and the line dressed. I then visited the captured wagons, 

1 oaded with, ammunition, and returned to my company. I then sent Lieutenant [ J. H. ] 
Hastings, Company A, Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment, hack, on foot, to Brigadier- 
General Polks skirmishers, who were advancing on onr right, to inform them where 
we were, that they might not fire on ns. Lieutenant Hastings went to the rear, got 
on a stump to attract the attention of the skirmishers, and was fired at. He then re- 
turned to his regiment. I now took the horse captured by Lieutenant Black and the 
colors of the regiment, and rode back to notify onr forces, which were advancing, that 
the Seventeenth [Regiment] was in front. I communicated with one of the regiments 
of General Polks brigade and returned to my regiment. I then went to the hospital, 
passed, through the yard' into the first field on the left of the lane and north of the 
woods already indicated as being west of south from the hospital, met Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Johnson here, and notified him where the Seventeenth Tennessee was. Met a bat- 
tery ; asked some one who seemed to he connected with it (think it was the captain) 
whose battery that w'as, and was told that it belonged to General Liddell's brigade ; 
then saw the infantry of this brigade near the fence on the north, side of this first 
field — the large cotton-field. I am satisfied this was at least half an hour after we 
halted. 1 passed on and met the rest of J ohnson's brigade just moving out of the woods, 
told them where the Seventeenth [Regiment] would he found, returned to the regi- 
ment, and remained there some minutes, during which time the Fifth Confederate 
Regiment passed through our lines, which was still halted. I then took 3 men from 
my company, went to the captured ammunition wagons, and got three boxes of car- 
tridges. While there, Brigadier-General Polk sent some men to guard the ammuni- 
tion wagons. They told me that General Polk had ordered them not to allow any 
ammunition to be taken out of the wagons. I replied that I had already as much as 
I wanted, I then returned to my company and went to the hospital ; found General 
Liddell at the yard gate which faces toward the Wilkinson pike. As I rode up, Gen- 
eral Liddell asked a major of his brigade if ho was too badly wounded to go on in the 
fight. The major replied that he was not, and that he would go on. The general then 
told the ma j or to go ahead to his regiment. The general then ordered the Confederate 
soldiers that were in the yard to go to their regiments ; spoke to one particular soldier, 
and, pointing to him, told him to go to his regiment. The soldier replied, Yon, Gen- 
eral LiddeU, just placed me here on guard.” The general then said, ‘‘Well, remain 
there.” At this time General Liddell's brigade had passed into the second field on the 
left, was advancing, and was nearly through it. 
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When the Seventeeiitb Eegiment passed the hospital, the companies 
of Captains Wattersoii and McDonald passed through the yard of the 
hospital, and Captain Harrison’s passed entirely on the left of the yard, 
a number of men of that company passing along the lane, and, as has 
already been shown, the firing was commenced again in rear of the hos- 
pital. " General Sill’s body was found not far from the hospital, near 
the fence or lane, in the words of Colonel Govan, of the Second Arkan- 
sas Eegiment. 

Xow, the foregoing statements having, in my mind, conclusively estab- 
lished the fact that the Seventeenth Eegiment captured the Eederal 
hospital at the Jenkins house, and that it reached that house some thirty 
minutes before any other troops, I cannot resist the conviction that the 
probabilities quite as much indicate that it was the Seventeenth Eegi- 
ment which killed General Sill as that any other regiment did it. Until 
other facts are developed in reference to this matter, I am disposed to 
think that no regiment can establish this claim in its own favor. Sill 
might have been killed by the Seventeenth [Eegim'ent] from the fence 
and lane in rear of the hospital, or he might have been killed by the 
Second Arkansas Eegiment, which came up some thirty minutes later. 
Siirs body was found on the right of the lane, near the fence, and about 
To yards in rear of the hospital, and it appears exceedingly probable that 
he was killed by the Seventeenth Eegiment firing from the fence in rear 
of the hospitai! This is the impression prevailing in the Seventeenth 
Tennessee Eegiment. 

In making the foregoing statement, I profess to be actuated by a sim- 
ple desire to do justice to all parties concerned. I would rather suffer 
from injustice to myself than to do injustice to a fellow soldier. I am 
disposed to submit the foregoing facts, with any counter statements that 
may be made, to the decision of the impartial tribunals into whose hands 
they may be destined to fall. 

WATT W. ELOYD, 

Lieutenant’ Goloyielj Comdg. Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, 


[Indorsement.] 

Headqijabtees Johnson’s Beigade, 

TnllaJioma, Teiin,^ March 20, 18G3. 

I respectfully request that this communication may be forwarded to 
the War Department as a part of the report of the services of my brigade 
in the battle of Murfreesborough. 

I may here add that John Wilson, a private of Company A, of Sev- 
enteenth Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, was wounded near this Fed- 
eral hospital. 

[B. E. joHisrsoi^r,] 
Brigaaier-Ge^ieralj C. S, Army, 


267. 

Report of Lient, Col, R. S, Keehle, Twenty41iird Tennessee Infantry, 

jAjyUAEY 5, 1863. 

The following report of the pai't taken by the Twenty-third Tennessee 
Eegiment in the battle of Murfreesborough is respectfully submitted : 
Having been changed from the right to the left wing on the evening 
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before the battle, its position was in an open field, the left restinj? upon 
the road leading to the McCnllouch house. On the morning of the bat- 
tle, the brigade and division made a right-wheel, in doing which it passed 
the house above referred to and continued to wheel and march until its 
course was almost at right angles with the one it held the evening before, 
marching in its wheel through a large corn-field and a meadow. Down 
on the edge of the meadow and to our right before we completed the 
wheel were stationed some of the enemy^s sharpshooters, who opened 
upon us, doing, however, no damage. Having completed the wheel, we 
inarched forward, obliquing to the right to avoid lapping General Lid- 
dell ,• we marched through a hedge-field grown up with cedar under- 
growth until we reached a large corn-field. Here we received a most 
terrific fire from the enemy of canister, grape, and small-arms. The 
enemy (from where we received this fire, which lasted some time, and 
wounded [several] of the regiment) were within a thicket beyond the 
corn-field, considerably to my left and in front of General Liddell. We 
])assed through the corn-field into an oxien wood, under fire of the ene- 
my’s battery, to onr left, and. small-arms. During all this time the 
enemy were concealed in the bushes, and but little, if any, firing was done 
on our part. Having gotten down into the woods, I was told by General 
Johnson that I was too far to the right, when I moved by the left fiank 
across a road into an open field, faced to the front, and, forming with the 
rest of the brigade, marched through a skirt of wood across a road, 
leaving a hospital and old gin-house to our left. Here a change of front 
was made upon the First Battalion. When this was done we marched 
into an open field, then by the left flank across a road and into another 
open field. The enemy were evidently within this field, upon the brow 
of the hill ; their battery was throwing shells upon us from there. From 
this field we moved by the left flank into the open woods opposite a cedar 
glade. We here halted and faced the cedar glade, marched into it a piece, 
jind had a sharp brush with the enemy, w^ho were beyond the cedar glade 
in a field, and marched by the flank toward our left. General Polk’s 
brigade in the mean time had fallen back and taken position on our left. 
We then moved farther to the left, and, again facing to the front, marched 
through an open corn-field, fighting the enemy during the time. We 
lialted at the far end of the field, having driven the enemy to tbe edge 
of the glade. Here the action continued for about an hour, when the 
enemy led into the glade. I immediately advanced to his battery which 
he had left, when we received a heavy tire from them, concealed in the 
midst of the glade. It was here that Captain [N". E.] Allen, who deserves 
to be especially noted for his bravery, gallantry, and coolness, fell, mor- 
tally wounded." While they were firing upon us, and we were unable to 
get to them or see them on account of the [underjgrowth, my attention 
was called to the fact that our right had fallen back. We then fell back 
also, intending to reform at our old i)Osition at the fence, which, how- 
ever, we found occupied by a portion of General Liddell’s command (I 
think). We then fell back to the skirt of woods and reformed. The 
firing soon after ceased, and Nothing else occurred. 

Most respectfully, 

E. H. KEEBLE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding Twenty-third Tennessee. 
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Xo. 268. 

Report of Col John M, Hughs, Ticentyffih Tennessee Infantry. 

Estill Speinds, Tenn., January 7, 1863. 

[I have the honor to submit the following] report of the part [taken 
in] the battle of Murfreesboroiigh, Tenn., [by the] Twenty-fifth Tennes- 
see Eegiment: 

The regiment moved by daylight in the morning with the brigade to 
attack the enemy. The enemy’s skirmishers having commenced firing 
on us, Captain [M.] Lowrey’s company was deployed and sent forward 
in advance. After the brigade wheeled to the right, this regiment rested 
at the end of the narrow lane. The enemy fired on our line of skirmish- 
ers as they crossed this lane. The line advanced to the top of the rise 
and came in plain view of the enemy’s line. A hot fire opened. This 
regiment being fairly on top of the eminence, the Seventeenth [Eegi- 
raent] was not on a line with it. The enemy seeing the regiment in 
advance, and on a fair place, I saw them turn their battery on this regi- 
ment. This cross-fire is, in my judgment, the cause of the great loss at 
this place in the regiment. After a few rounds had been fired, I was 
struck in the head and stunned considerably, so that I did not have 
strength to continue to command, so I left the field. 

So far as I witnessed the conduct of the officers and men, it was highly 
commendable. The efforts of Captain [G. H.] Hash and Lieut. D. S. 
Walker were particularly distinguished. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

JOHI^ M. HUGHS, 

Colonel, Commanding Twenty-ffth Tennessee. 


NTo. 269. 

Report of Lieut, Col Samuel Davis, Twenty-fifth Tennessee Infantry, 

Estill Speings, Tenn., January 1, 1863. 

[I have the honor to submit the following] report of the part taken 
by the Twenty-fifth Tennessee Eegiment in the battle of Murfrees- 
borough : 

The regiment moved early in the morning with the brigade, Captain 
Lowrey’s company in front as skirmishers. The brigade made a right- 
wheel and rested in a lane, with its center (this regiment) fronting 
another narrow lane. It was up this last lane that the enemy was first 
discovered. As the skirmishers moved across the lane, the brigade hav- 
ing moved a little by the left fllank, the enemy’s skirmishers fired upon 
them. i^To firing was done by the skirmishers or the regiment until the 
brigade was in full view of the enemy, on top of the rise. The regiment 
then commenced firing, and I never saw in any battle a more regular and 
constant fire, which was kept up until the enemy gave back. Although 
a great many of our men were killed and wounded at this place, the line 
was not confused, and the men continued to fire without noticing those 
killed or wounded. Colonel Hughs was wounded when the line first 
commenced to fire, and was conveyed away from the field by his friend, 
J . M. Eichardson, a citizen. 

When the enemy commenced to retreat, the regiment moved forward, 
but so many had been left out that it was impossible to keep a line any 
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louger. Tlie space between the Porty-fourth and Serenteeuth [Reg- 
iments] was then too long for so few men, but the men took advantage 
of the good room they had and went forward like skirmishers. Most of 
them went aliead of the brigade, driving the enemy before them, and 
then shooting obliquely across before the Forty-fourth Eegiment at the 
enemy’s line as it retired before that regiment. When the regiment 
arrived at the corner of that woods on the left and at the comer of a 
field on the right, I found that the men were some of them too anxious 
to go ahead in advance of the brigade, and too likely to be captured by 
doing so, and I therefore halted them 5 and seeing all the regiments 
taking ground to the left, I directed the men that way, and, after going 
about 250 yards, halted and formed the men, taking our place in the bri- 
gade. Here it was discovered that most of the men were out of ammu- 
nition. They were ordered to gather all they could from the boxes left 
on the field, and the adjutant was sent to hunt the train. Meeting 
General Cleburne, he gave the adjutant orders to get ammunition from 
any train. Ammunition was soon obtained from some wagons. The 
brigade wheeled to the right, and as soon as the regiment h^ marched 
300 yards the firing begun anew, and continued until the enemy were 
driven back to that cedar thicket. There a halt was made, but the fight 
continued some twenty minutes, and the right of the brigade gave back, 
and the regiment was, therefore, compelled to do the same. There was 
no one wounded in this firing of this regiment. The brigade then moved 
by the left fiank about half a mile and relieved another brigade. The 
regiment then moved with the brigade against the enemy, firing all the < 
time, until we crossed a field and came to a rocky cedar bluff. Here 
the regiment halted to fire at and drive the enemy from the thicket, but 
it was impossible for us to start his line. It was not many minutes 
until the. right of the brigade left us again and we were compelled to 
retreat with the brigade. 

There were 2 lieutenants and 7 or 8 men lost here. They are reported 
missing, but in all probability they are killed or wounded. The color- 
sergeant and colors were lost here'. After this retreat the regiment was 
not engaged any more during the time it remained on the field. 

The officers, and men behaved themselves well. The regiment fought 
a destructive fight to the enemy, as was. discovered by the dead and 
wounded Yankees on the part of the line we passed over. Many in- 
stances of bravery of officers and men could be mentioned, but as it 
seems to me that a set of men could not be more unanimous in trying 
to do their respective duties, no names will be mentioned, but I will only 
say for the regiment that all did their part with great credit. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL DAYIS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Twmty -fifth Tennessee. 


No. 270. 

Report of Gapt. 0. G. Jarnagin^ Thirty -seventh Tennessee Infantry. • 

Janxtart 7, 1863. 

[The following is the] report of the part taken by the Thirty-seventh 
Tennessee Eegiment in the engagement at Murfreesborough, Tenn. : 

We engaged the enemy on the morning of December 31, 1862, just 
after daybreak. We were first attacked by the enemy’s sharpshooters, 
'who were about 75 yards on our right flank, damaging us considerably, 
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wounding Colonel White and Lieutenant-Colonel Frayser. Major Mc- 
Eeynolds then took comniancl ; I was jdaced second in command. Kot 
having any skirmishers out, we did not know the position of the enemy ; 
consequently we fell back behind a fence, which was about 25 yards in 
our rear, in order to send out skirmishers and ascertain the position of the 
enemy. Before this could be done, a forward movement was ordered. 
We moved forward about 100 yards, and engaged the enemy in a cedar 
thicket. We drove them back to a fence in a piece of woodland. We 
engaged them there for a lew minutes and then charged them, making 
a complete rout, at the same time pouring heavy volleys of musketry 
into their distracted ranks, mowing them down with terrible slaughter. 
The enemy retreated back to a cedar glade, where they had several 
pieces of artillery planted. Owing to the advantageous position the 
enemy held, we did not pursue them immediately, but moved by the 
left flank into a skirt of woods, where we formed a line of battle and 
moved forward until we came to a field. We charged across to a cedar 
thicket and engaged the enemy. We were met with a warm reception, 
but were able to repel them, taking 40 or 50 prisoners. W^e drove them 
back until we were neaiiy within the enemy^s lines. Seeing that we 
were about to be flanked, we fell back to a skirt of woods. While fall- 
ing back, Major McEeynolds was mortally wounded. I then took com- 
mand of the regiment. We formed a line of battle in the woodland, 
changing our direction a little to the west. We then moved forward 
until we came to a large field. We charged across it until we came to 
a fence on the right of a log cabin. We opened fire upon the enemy, 
who occupied a second fence about 75 yards in front of us. We drove 
them from their position and occupied it for a few minutes. The enemy 
again fell back gradually. We were all the time pouring heavy vol- 
leys of musketry into them. We pressed ui^on them, taking possession 
of the crevices in a ledge of rocks the enemy had just occupied. We 
then poured buck and ball into them heavy. They had commenced 
running and scattering at a terrible rate, when the troops upon our 
right and left commenced giving way, with the cry that the enemy 
were flanking us. 1 could not see the danger, and did not give way. 
I got on a very high rock in order that I might make some discovery! 
I soon saw that Colonel [J. S,] Fulton and others were trying to rally 
their regiments, but failed, i waited until the enemy were about to 
close on us, and I gave the command to fall back. We then fell back 
across a field to the skirt of woods we had previously occupied and 
formed a line of battle. We did not engage the enemy any more only 
with skirmishers. 

Eesx>ectfully submitted. 


0. G. JAESAGrm, 
Captain, Commanding, 


Ifo. 271. 


Report of Col, John S. Fulton, Forty -fourth Tennessee Infantry. 

Estill Spbings, Tenn., January 7, 1863. 

The origade was formed in line of battle by daylight on the morning 
of the 31st ultimo; the Forty-fourth, occupying its position next on the 
right, marched from its encampment through a corn-field. When ap- 
proaching a thicket, the enemy opened a battery upon us in front of the 
seventeenth Eegiment, of same brigade, wounding some 3 men of my 
regiment. We advanced beyond the thicket through a corn-field, when 
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tbe brigade was baited, the right resting near a cedar thicket. Here a 
severe fire was opened upon us by the sharpshooters of the enemy, 
wounding several of our men and creating some little confusion. We 
here deployed a company as skirmishers, who soon drove back the 
enemy^s sharpshooters, not, however, until they had wounded several 
field officers and many men. We then advanced and crossed the Old 
Franklin road into a cedar thicket, where we had a very severe engage- 
ment, fighting some twenty minutes before the enemy gave way. Here 
our color- bearer was shot down, and Major Ewin was shot from his 
horse, and 8 company officers fell — 1 killed and the others wounded. 
We then charged and drove the enemy through a woodland, they offer- 
ing a stubborn resistance, until they approached a large corn-field. Here 
the enemy were routed, some going through the field and others on either 
side thereof. The Forty-fourth Eegiment passed into the corn-field 
several hundred yards, then moved hy the left flank and entered a wood- 

When the brigade reformed, and v;as resupplied with ammunition, it 
continued to move forward under the fire of the enemy ^s battery to our 
right, which firing was very heavy. After marching until we reached 
the cotton-field, we made a right half- wheel, facing toward the enemy’s 
battery, advancing through the field in its direction. Having sent for- 
ward sharpshooters, the battery retired, our skirmishers doing good 
service, killing and wounding both. horses and men. We pressed for- 
ward then through the woods, crossing the Noleiisville road, moving by 
the left flank, and, passing through a small field, entered another wood- 
land. Here the brigade, marching in line of battle, engaged the enemy 
ill a cedar bough [brake]. The enemy fell back. We took 21 prisoners 
and pressed the enemy. We found that we were in advance ot our line 
of battle, and that we were about to be flanked by them on our right in 
lieavy force. One of the prisoners taken said that had we advanced 
100 yards farther we would have beeu surrounded by an entire division 
in ambush and thus cut off. The Forty-fourth and Thirty-seventh were 
marched by the left flank and reunited with the balance of the brigade, 
which fell 'back, to avoid a flank movement of the enemy, to our own 

lines. ^ _ _ 

Under the direction of the general, the brigade was reformed and 
ordered forward to support a portion of what I supposed was McOown’s 
division, already engaging the enemy. W e marched through a long piece 
of woods, entering a large corn-field, where we found that the enemy had 
checked that portion of McCown’s division, which division was much 
scattered and disordered. Their officers were endeavoring to rally and 
carry tliem forward. At this moment we reached and passed them , pass- 
ing a small house, and, crossing two fences, we entered a cedar thicket, 
which was the strongest uatoral position we encountered through the 
day, it being one of large ledges of rock of very rugged formatiouj pro- 
tected by a heavy growth of cedar. Here we engaged the enemy, driving 
him back over a fence. A portion of the Forty-loiirth crossed over the 
fence. It was at this juncture — ^the enemy gradually falling back, stub- 
bomly resisting our advance, and taking advantage of the ground— 
that the troops'ou our right were found suddenly to have broken ami 
given back in confusion, without auy apparent cause. A mountml offi- 
cer of that command, passing Lieutenant-Colonel [John L.J McBwen, 
[ir.,1 said that we were under a heavy cross-fire and must retire. 9®,™’ 
sequently, being without support, and the men witnessing the flight 
on our right, fell back in disorder, in spite of the efforts of the officers 
present, 
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In retiring, our loss was considerable, 2 officers and nearly 20 men. 
A 'general retreat took place. We fell back tbrougb the field a con- 
siderable distance into tbe woods, where, with great difficulty, the com- 
mand was reformed at 4 p. m. The brigade remained in line ot battle 
without any more fighting,under the fire of the enemy^s artillery of long 
range.' 

It affords me pleasure to state that the officers and men of my com- 
mand behaved with great gallantry, with the exception of a few persons 
who fled the field under the fire of the enemy, and whose names shall be 
reported for the consideration of the general. 


Eespectfully submitted. 

JNTO. S. EULTOlJir, 

Colonel^ Commanding Forty fourth Tennessee Volunteers, 


R. B. Snowden, 

Assistant Adjutant- Genera L 


[P. S.]— A list of the killed and wounded is also herewith submitted.* 


]No. 272. 

Reports of Capt Putnam Darden^ Jefferson Artillery, 

Near Estill Springs, Tenn., 

Jamiary 7, 1863. 

Sir : In obedience to your orders, I have the honor to report the part 
taken by my battery in the battle of Murfreesborough. 

On December 31, 1863, my battery was temporarily detached from your 
brigade, and ordered to report at Triune to Brigadier-General Wood, for 
duty. 

On December 26, we were ordered into line of battle. 

On the 27th, we had an afliair with the enemy, and returned toward 
Murfreesborough, arriving there on the morning of the 30th, with men 
and horses very much fatigued by the march and exposure, having slept 
without tents and exposed to the rain most of the time since we left 
Triune. In this condition we arrived on the battle-field illy prepared 
to go into an engagement. We were posted on the right. Late in the 
evening of the 30th we were to the left. 

On the morning of December 31, we were ordered by General Cleburne 
to report to you for duty. We found your lines just ready to move off. 
We formed in rear of the center of your brigade and followed on. We 
moved on for nearly a mile, when we came to a halt on tbe road. The 
brigade moved by the left flank for a short distance, then by the right 
through a small skirt of woods. Emerging from the woods we entered 
a corn-field, when the firing became general along the lines of your 
brigade. I'moved the battery into the field, but could not engage the 
enemy without endangering our men, who were in front. I immediately 
moved by the left flank to an elevated position, and came into battery 
to the right under a murderous fire of canister from one of the enemy’s 
batteries, posted about 400 yards distant. We opened fire with shell, 
shrapnel, and solid shot (we could not use canister without injuring our 
own men), and in about twenty minutes had the satisfaction of knowing 
that we had silenced their guns. Shortly after this a battery on the left 
opened on the brigade on our left (General Liddell’s, I think). We im- 
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mediately threw our guns into position, bearing on the battery, but 
could not open fire for our infantry, which was in front of us. But this 
obstacle was soon removed by moving by the flank to a position where 
they were not in our way. We then opened fire on the battery, and in 
a few minutes it limbered and retired with its supporting infantry 
through an open field nearly a mile in length. We played on their re- 
treating columns until they were out of the reach of our guns. We then 
refilled our chests with ammunition and moved on as rapidly as possi- 
ble. When we arrived near the Federal hospital we received orders 
from Major Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery, to move down to the 
right of your brigade, and in rear of General Wood’s brigade, and open 
fire at first opportunity. 

We moved into the woods about midnight, between the two fields on 
which the Federal hospitals were located, and opened fire on the enemy, 
who were then pursuing General Wood’s brigade, and succeeded in driv- 
ing them back. We then limbered up and mov^ round to the right, in 
the field near the hospital, which is about 300 yards to the right of the 
pike, and, in conjunction with two guns of Captain Humplmeys’ bat- 
tery, engaged a battery of the enemy, and, after a hotly contested fight, 
silenced four of his guns. By this time our infantry had rallied, re. 
formed, and did the rest of the work for that battery. Our ammunition 
was then exhausted. We supplied our chests from the captured bat- 
teries, and were placed in position by General Hardee about 3 o’clock. 

About 4.30 o’clock, reported, by order of General Hardee, to General 
Stewart (whose brigade was posted in the cedar brake on the left of 
the pike), to fight a battery of the enemy. After consultation, it was 
thought improper to open fire. 

After dark I was ordered by Major [L.] Hoxton [of Hardee’s staff] 
to the position I held at 3 o’clock. There we remained until next day, 
when we were ordered to rejoin our brigade. After dark of the same 
day I was ordered by General Cleburne to a position protecting the left 
of our division. Here we remained until the night of January 2, 1863, 
when the division moved over the right of our Imes. 

^Nothing more of importance occurred until we retired toward Man- 
chester. We moved five pieces of artillery off the field to Mur&eesbor- 
ough. 

Corpl. H. A. Hendrixson wounded in the foot by explosion of a shell ; 
Private J. T. F. Waters injured on the hip and shoulder-blade by a limb 
torn from a tree by a solid shot. Four others were slightly [wounded], 
but not enough to disable them. 

I cannot speak too highly of the judgment, prudence, and courage dis- 
played by my three lieutenants^ — [H. W.J Bullen, [F. W.] Coleman, and 
[C. B.] Eichardson — in the management of their commands in the battle, 
nor of the deliberation and good judgment displayed by the non-com- 
missioned officers in the management of their pieces, nor of the gallantry, 
energy, promptness, soldierly bearing of the privates in the discharge of 
their arduous duties in the ever memorable battle of Murfreesborough. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

PUT. DAEDEE’, 
Captain, Commanding Batte^^y. 

General B. E. Johnson. 

[P. S. — Captured] Michigan battery, with shot, canister, case, and 
solid ball. The captain was wounded and taken xirisoner, and he stated 
to men of D[a.rden]’s battery: Killed all horses in one caisson and in- 
jured the pieces and horses so that he could not remove it. Killed 8 
‘men and wounded a number.” 
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Tdllahoma, Tenn.j January 23, 1863. 

©EAB SiE : I Lave the honor to make the following report of arms, am- 
munition, and equipments captured at battle of Murfreesborough, viz : 

1st. I removed seven pieces of artillery from the field to Murfreesbor- 
ough ; caliber unknown. 

2d. I captured about 300 rounds of fixed ammunition for 12-pounder 
howitzer, about 100 rounds of which I used in the fight. 

3d. I captured about 500 friction-primers, a portion of which I used 
in the fight. 

4th. The gunners captured gauges, rammers, priming- wires, &c., the 
exact number of which I cannot state, as some were lost. 

5th. I captured 8 battery horses and some few pieces of harness. 

The pole was shot out of one of my howitzers. I sent it to Murfrees- 
borough and replaced it with a piece we captured ii'om a Michigan battery. 

I lost 9 horses killed and disabled. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

PUT. DAEDEN, 
Captahij Gommandmg Battery, 

Capt. E. E. Snowden. 


JS^o. 273. 

Beporis of Brig, Gen, S, A, M, Wood, C. S, Army, commanding Fourth 
Brigade, including slcirmish on the Ifolemmlle road, Beceniber 27. 

Hdqus. WOOD'S Brigade, Oleburne^s Division, 

Hardee's Corps, Ariut op Tennessee, 

Tullahoma, Tenn., January 11, 1863. 

Sib: In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I submit the 
following report of the part taken by my brigade in the recent battles 
before Murfreesborough, Term. : 

On the morning of December 27 last, Lieutenant-General Hardee, who 
Avas then in person at our advanced post at Triune, ordered me, in con- 
junction with Brigadier-General [John A.] Wharton, whose command 
was then within 2 miles of that i>lace, to skirmish with the advancing 
columns of the enemy. 

My brigade consisted of two companies of sharpshooters, the Sixteenth 
Alabama, the Thirty-third Alabama, and the Forty-fifth Mississippi 
Eegiments ] in all, about 950 men and officers. 

The Forty-fifth Mississippi was posted at daylight about IJ miles from 
Triune, on the ISToiensville pike^ four companies deployed as skirmishers 
on the right of the road, three supporting a section of Darden^s battery 
on the left, and one deploy (-d as skirmishers on the left flank. 

The enemy appeared at 9 a. m.^ our battery opened on him. The 
enemy attempted three times to place a battery in position on a hill 500 
yards from us, but was driven away by our fire. His cavalry now ap- 
peared in large numbers on both our right and left flanks, Brigadier- 
General Wharton, with his command, holding him in check. It was 
found necessary to retire our guns, which I did, and caused our skir- 
mishers to assemble and fall back under the protection of our cavalry 
in return to our second line, consisting of the Sixteenth Alabama, de- 
ployed as skirmishers on the left of the pike in rear of Triune, the skir- 
mishers, thrown forward on the left behind a stone wall, near the Franklin 
road •, Darden’s battery and Captain White’s battery, of two pieces, of 
Brigadier-General Wharton’s command, were massed near the turnpike. 
The enemy soon ijossessed themselves of the heights near Triune* 
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In the mean time I had detailed 20 men to report to Oapt. J. W. 
Green, of the engineers, of Lieutenant-General Hardee’s staff, who had 
offered his services to me, and he had totally demolished the bridge 
across the stream just beyond Triune. 

I am deeply indebted to Captain Green for services rendered during 
this day, in every way evincing a zeal and knowledge, as well as cour- 
age. worthy of the highest commendation, bringing his men away from 
the bridge only when the enemy’s shells were falling in their midst, the 
work having been accomplished. 

The enemy’s batteries, placed on the hill out of range of our pieces, 
now opened fire upon us. I ordered the guns behind the crest of the 
ridge. At this time large masses of cavalry appeared moving toward 
our left. They were fired upon by'the six pieces which were rapidlj^ 
advanced to the top of the hill. Many saddles were emptied and the 
whole thrown into confusion. 

At this time a heavy storm of hail and rain beat in our faces, conceal- 
ing the movements of the enemj% It had not abated before he was found 
to be advancing with aline of infantry extending a mile in length. Our 
skirmishers fired quickly upon the line, but seeing the overwhelming 
forces against us. General Wharton and myself concluded at once to 
retire. The artillery was ordered off. One piece of Darden’s had been 
sent to the left and was 400 yards from the pike. The enemy made 
great exertions to capture it, but the coolness and courage of Captain 
Darden ; the steadiness of our skirmishers on assembling and firing on 
the enemy ; the gallant conduct of Captain [B. F.] White, jr., in placing 
a piece of his battery in x)osition on the pike, and firing so rapidly on the 
advancing lines as to check them (but, above all, the disposition of cav- 
alry made by Brigadier- General Wharton), gave time to bring it off in 
safety. In consequence of the loss of the bridge, the enemy could bring 
no artillery to bear on us. One piece of Darden’s was now placed on 
the pike, and, firing upon the enemy, permitted our whole column to 
retire in good order, covered by the cavalry. 

We marched until dark and bivouacked 3 miles from the Eagles ville 
pike, where I received an order to move at dawn to Murfreesborough, 
which I did. 

In this affair I lost but 6 men ; as they were left behind, I cannot say 
whether killed or wounded. The enemy report their loss to citizens of 
Triune (and we also have it from prisoners captured at Murfreesbor- 
ough) at 65. 

It is now known that [General A. McD.] McCook’s corps, of three 
divisions, was assailing us on that day. 

I am, general, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 

S. A. M. WOOD, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

Oapt. Irving A. Buok,^ 

Assistant- Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Wood’s Brigade, Cleburne’s Division, 

Hardee’s Corps, Army op Tennessee, 

Tullakomaj Tenn.^ January 11, 1863. 
Sir : In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I submit the 
following report of the part taken by my brigade in the recent battles 
before Murfreesborough : 

Having arrived at Murfreesborough on Sunday night, the 28th instant 
57 R R— VOL XX, PT I 
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[ultimo], on Monday morning took my place in line of General Cleburne’s 
division, being the left center brigade, Brigadier-General Liddell to my 
left, and Brigadier-Generals Johnson and Polk on my right. Eemained 
in this position until Tuesday evening, when I received an order to fol- 
low Brigadier- General Johnson’s brigade, which I did, passing through 
Murfreesborough, and across Stone’s Eiver to the left of our lines. I 
was placed in position about 300 yards in rear of Brigadier-General 
Polk’s brigade. The Third Confederate Eegiment (that hAd been de- 
tached) joined me. I had now about 1,100 men for duty. My line was 
as follows : Third Confederate Eegiment, Thirty-third Alabama, Forty- 
fifth Mississippi, Sixteenth Alabama, and sharpshooters. 

We were in line at 5 o’clock Wednesday morning. ISTear daylight I 
received an order to move forward and support Brigadier- General Polk. 
When we had advanced half a mile, firing commenced in frontj a few 
shells exploded over my lines. After advancing 400 yards farther, I 
received an order from Lieutenant-General Hardee, by Colonel Black, 
to move by the right flank, and fill up any vacancy between Brigadier- 
General Polk’s right and the left of Major-General Cheatham’s command. 
I marched by the right flank until I came to the Ninth Texas Eegiment, 
which* I was told belonged to General Cheatham’s division. I then 
marched to the front against the enemy. Skirmishers were thrown out, 
who quickly returned before a heavy fire. My brigade then advanced 
to a cedar glade filled with rocky crevices, in which the One hundred 
and first Ohio Eegiment lay concealed, being about 40 yards in advance 
of a brigade consisting of the Thirty-eighth and Twenty-first Illinois, and 
Eighty-tirst [Indiana], and Fifteenth Wisconsin. Firing continuea for 
several minutes. Being unable to see the foe, I ordered firing to cease. 
The enemy, believing we were going to retire, sprung up, when a volley 
was poured into them, at once routing the brigade, which fled, leaving 
the colonel of the One hundred and first Ohio Eegiment and the lieu- 
' tenant-colonel and major dead, and a large number of other field and 
company officers, on the field. Pursuit was made, driving the enemy 
half a mile through the thick cedars and open woods. The lines of my 
brigade became broken in the eagerness of the pursuit, the men of eacli 
regiment mixing together. As the enemy retired through a jjiece of 
woods extending forward between two fields, a battery directly in front 
of ns was firing on us. 

At this point the right of my brigade captured a hospital of the enemy 
across the Nolensville pike, containing many wounded officers and men. 
It was held until orders were given to retire. The sharpshooters and 
Sixteenth Alabama had possession of the house, and were three-quar- 
ters of a mile in advance of any part of our lines at this hour, save the 
left of my brigade and General Polk’s brigade. I halted them, put them 
in line, and ordered, in conjunction with Brigadier-General Polk, a charge 
on a batteiy. The battery fled, however, before our men. We captured 
one caisson. We then pressed on, though now the lines of our men, which 
should have been on my right, seemed to have halted. We passed across 
the field and through a wood and across the Nolensville pike, driving the 
enemy. Here we entered another field and became engaged with a heavy 
force in our front, while a battery of several guns was enfilading our en- 
tire line. The ammunition of several regiments became exhausted, and 
we returned to the wood for shelter, while we refilled our boxes. 

At this place Brigadier- General Johnson’s brigade came up, and he 
formed it and marched off to our right. We soon followed, and, by 
direction of Major-General Cleburne, took position on the left of Brig- 
adier-General Polk’s brigade. The line now marched against the enemy 
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for tlie third time. He was again posted in a dense cedar brake. From 
this position our men drove him. At this point tbe slaughter seemed 
to be greater than any other. We drove the enemy out of the woods 
and across a field, under cover of a large number of guns which he had 
collected at this point. The fire from his artillery became very annoy- 
ing, and the men took shelter in the timber. By direction of Major- 
General Cleburne, I sent forward about 100 sharpshooters to pick off 
his horses and cannoneers, but they could not cover themselves from 
the fire of his whole line of infantry, and were forced back to the edge 
of the field. 

About this time Colonel [A. J.] Vaughan, f jr.,] came up with his bri- 
gade, and I directed it in position on my left. It had a sharp contest 
with the enemy, driving him back. 

My men, as reported by their colonels, having expended their ammu- 
nition, I formed them in rear of the cedar brake and collected parts of 
several regiments, which had become separated from their commands, 
to wit, about 100 men of the Forty-fifth Alabama, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel [J. G.] Gilchrist; about 70 of the First Louisiana Infantry, 
under a captain ; a part of a Mississippi regiment of another corps, all 
of which I conducted to the wood near our ammunition wagons. 

At this point L received notice from a staff officer that our, left was 
certainly threatened by the enemy’s cavalry and infantry, which I im- 
mediately communicated to Lieutenant-General Hardee, who ordered 
me to take a position and protect our ordnance trains. I ordered the 
trains to move between my line and Murfreesborough, and threw out a 
strong picket about 500 yards in advance, facing our left fiank, and 
bivouacked for the night. 

Early the next morning I retook my position in line of battle imme- 
diately in rear of the cedar brake, where our last fight with the enemy 
occurred, Brigadier- General Liddell on my left and Brigadier-General 
Johnson on ray right. We remained in line of battle — our skirmishers 
fighting frequently in front and the enemy shelling the woods at sun- 
down — during the day. 

About 2 o’clock I was ordered by Major-General Cleburne to move 
my brigade forward to a white house, which it had been ascertained the 
enemy had used as a hospital, to develop his lines and ascertain his 
force. The brigade moved promptly across a corn-field about half a 
mile. As soon as we had shown ourselves in the field, a terrific fire of 
shell, grape, shot, and minie balls fell around us. The brigade pressed 
on, firing. As soon as it reached a depression in the ground, near the 
hospital, it was ordered to halt and lie down. The order was obeyed ; 
but in a few moments a part of the Forty-fifth Mississippi, which was on 
the right, advanced beyond the general line to some out-houses — per- 
haps for protection. The enemy’s whole line opened upon us, and a bri- 
gade of four large regiments began to move around our left fiank. Our 
line was now vertical to the general line of our forces and three-quarters 
of a mile in advance. 

Biding to the right to acquaint Major-General Cleburne of these facts, 
I met Captain White, of Lieutenant-General Hardee’s staff, who informed 
me that the general desired that no general action should be brought on. 
I immediately ordered the brigade to fall back, passing over the crest of 
a hill to the rear. This movement was executed in good order, though 
the command suffered severely from the fire of the enemy, and about 60 
men refusing to come back, were left in the hands of the enemy. The 
brigade was now permitted by the major-general, in consequence of its 
recent fatiguing duties, to retire to Stone’s Eiver, cook rations, and rest 
for the night. 
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On the morning of January 2, by order of Major-General Cleburne, 
the brigade was placed in line of battle on the extreme left of our lines, 
en echelon, supporting Brigadier-General Liddell, in which position it 
remained awaiting the approach of the enemy, or orders, during the day 
and night. The enemy shelled the woods in which we were frequently 
during the day, and at night pushed forward a regiment at different 
hours on our skirmishers, who were promptly driven back. 

Just before daylight, the brigade moved with the division to the right 
of the army, occupying nearly its original position in the line of battle, 
where it remained until 11 o’clock that night, when, by order, it retired. 

I have to remark that in this battle the brigade, with some few ex- 
ceptions, which are noted in the reports of my colonels, behaved with 
great gallantry. The men went intp action with a spirit and determina- 
tion never before so clearly shown, and endured all the fatigues without 
a murmur. 

To my officers commanding I beg leave to call attention. Ool. William 
B. Wood, of the Sixteenth Alabama, was always in the lead. Located 
on the right, and subjected by our position to a cross-fire — from the fact, 
that the lines to our right were always behind us — ^he carried his regi- 
ment forward, driving the enemy before him. Colonel [Samuel] Adams, 
of the Thirty third Alabama, and Lieutenant-Colonel [E.] Charlton, of 
the Forty-fifth Mississippi,* also Major [B. F.] NTunn, of that regiment, 
and Major [J. F.] Cameron, of the Third, Confederate Eegiment, are 
deserving of particular notice. 

Captain [A. T.] Hawkins, of the sharpshooters, distinguished him- 
self in this action. I call attention to the remark of Major Cameron 
with regard to Adjt. Frank Foster, jr., of the Forty-fifth Mississippi. 

To my staff I am greatly indebted. Captain Palmer, assistant adju- 
tant-general, was always in the van, and was surpassed by no one in 
deeds of valor; as also my aide-de-camp, Capt. William Simpson; as 
also Capts. Joshua Sledge, D. Coleman, and my volunteer aide, Captain 
Shorter, who was wounded. Lieut. J. Percy Walker, my assistant in- 
spector-general, is deserving of especial notice for gallant services 
performed on this occasion from first to last. 

In conclusion, the brigade commander expresses the opinion that in 
this battle the 1,100 men he took into action vindicated by their blood 
the determination of our people to conquer their freedom or die in the 
struggle— 504 having been killed, wounded, or captured in this battle. 
Many of those who are noted as missing were killed or wounded. The 
command is ready to meet the enemy again. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

S. A. M. WOOD, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 

Capt. Irving- A. Bdok, 

Asmtant Adjutant- General, 


Ko. 274. 

Eejgort of Col, Williariii B, Wood, Sixtemith Alabama Infantry, including 
slcmnish at Triune, December 27. 

: ^ 1863 . 

C^TAiN : In pursuance of the order tn report the movements and op- 
erations of this regiment in the battles at Triune and Murfreesborough, 
on the 27th and 31st ultimo, I beg to submit the following : 

On the 26th ultimo we were ordered to the front of Triune^ to supuort 
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General Wharton and repel the advance of the enemy, who was reported 
to be moving in that direction with a large force. We remained under 
arms until late in the evening, when we were ordered to return and strike 
our camps, send the wagons to the rear, and take position on the hill 
near the Franklin pike. 

At 4 o’clock on the 27th we were under arms and moved forward to 
take position on the hills in front of Triune. We remained in that po- 
sition, deployed as skirmishers, until 9 o’clock, when we were ordered 
back to our position in rear of the town. My regiment was deployed as 
skirmishers just behind the brow of the hill and awaited the approach 
of the enemy. Captain Darden occupied the hill with his battery. The 
enemy made an attempt to turn our left flank with cavalry, which w^as 
repulsed by the artillery* and my skirmishers on the left, the enemy flee- 
ing in confusion. About 1 o’clock a heavj" rain commenced and con- 
tinued for nearly an hour. As soon as it ceased, and we were able to see 
a few hundred yards to the front, we discovered the enemy advanced 
nearly up to our lines. We immediately opened fire upon him and held 
him in check until the artillery was drawn off, wheh we were ordered to 
fall back. As we were retreating, I discovered the enemy moving up on 
our right flank, but we were enabled to gain the turn in the road before 
they could cut us off*. A piece of artillery opened on them from this 
point and checked their advance. Our line was then formed on the 
pike and brought off* without loss. Our casualties were 2 men slightly 
wounded. 

We reached Murfreesborough Sunday night, and Monday morning 
were ordered to take position in the line of battle on the right wing near 
the Lebanon pike. We remained in this position until Tuesday night, 
when we were ordered across the river and bivouacked for the night on 
the river bank in an open field. 

At daylight on the morning of the 31st, we were in line of battle and 
moved forward across the field. Before we had advanced 100 yards the 
enemy opened ui^on us with shells. Our line was pushed forward across 
the fields to the woods, where we discovered the enemy in a dense cedar 
glade, lying down 'behind the rocks. We commenced firing as soon as 
the skirmishers fell back, and continued firing for nearly half an hour, 
neither party yielding any ground. The general gave the order to 

charge,” and the men, with a yell, made a charge in gallant style, dis- 
lodging the enemy from their strong position and killing scores of them 
as they fled. We continued to push on for more than. half a mile, when 
we came upon another line of the enemy. Again a fierce and stubborn 
resistance was made. Again the general ordered a charge, which was 
made with like results, the enemy being driven for more than half a mile 
until they fell behind a battery planted near a large frame house used 
as a hospital. Our line was reformed, and, with General Polk’s brigade, 
moved up to charge the battery. As we approached, a few rounds were 
fired, and the battery was drawn off. We pursued as rapidly as possi- 
ble, driving the enemy through the woods, across a corn-field, and be- 
yond the Nolensville pike. As we approached the field another battery 
to our right opened upon us. We charged across this open field more 
than a quarter of a mile to capture the battery. About the time we 
reached another house ^used as a hospital, another battery (planted on 
the pike) opened a cross fire upon us, and at the same time a heavy in- 
fantry force, supporting the battery, opened its fire. Our ammunition 
here gave out, and we were compelled to fall back to the woods to obtain 
a supply. It was now about 11 o’clock. Our line was again formed and 
moved forward across the pike and into the woods, where we again en- 
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countered tbe enemy and opened fire upon him. We continued to move 
forward and charge them whenever they made a stand, until they were 
driven nearly 2 miles. The fighting in the afternoon continued for about 
three hours. Our ammunition being again exhausted, we fell back out 
of the reach of the enemy’s guns and obtained a fresh supply. The 
fighting now ceased on the left wing, and night soon coming on we 
bivouacked on the field. _ . , 

The morning of [January] 1 we moved to our position and remained 
in it until the afternoon, when we were moved forward to make a recon- 
naissance of the position of the enemy. Being found in large force 
and our position very much exposed to the enemy’s artillery, we were 
ordered back to our original position. 

We were again in line of battle on the morning of the 2d, and re- 
mained so all day without any engagement with the enemy. That night 
we were ordered to recross the river and occupy our former position on 
the right wing, which we did, and remained there until 11 o’clock that 
night, when ordered on the retreat. 

I lost in the battle of the 31st ultimo 24 killed, of whom 4. were lieu- 
tenants, and 142 wounded, among whom were Lieutenant-Colonel Hel- 
venston, Major [J. H.] McGaughy, and Adjutant [B. A.] Wilson, and 6 
lieutenants. A list* of the killed and wounded is herewith forwarded. 

My regiment encountered the One hundred and first Ohio Eegiment, 
commanded by Colonel [Leander] Stem, at the beginning of the fight. 
We wounded and captured the colonel and killed the lieutenant-colonel. 
We next fought the Twenty-fifth [Thirty-eighth] and Twenty-first 
Illinois, and Eighty-first Indiana, and Fifteenth Wisconsin Eegiments, 
killing and wounding a number of the officers and men. 

I feel proud in being able to report that most of my officers and men 
behaved with signal courage and unflinching bravery during the whole 
action. There were some instances of peculiar gallantry displayed which 
came under my notice, and no doubt others equally creditable occurred 
which I may not have observed. I mention Adjt. B. A. Wilson, who, after 
Lieutenant-Colonel Helvenston and Major McGaughy were wounded, 
rendered efficient services in leading the left wing of the regiment in the 
charges which were made, until he fell, severely wounded. Sergt. Maj. 
Eobert [H.] Cherry, finding Company I without an officer during the 
action, assumed command, and gallantly led them through the fight. 
Private Harvey G. Sargent, of Company H, is reported as having be- 
haved very gallantly ; he lost an arm, and deserves promotion. Privates 
William Boyce and James Peeden, of Company C ; Color-Sergt. [Will- 
iam] Drury Bowen, of Company H ; Sergt. H. W. Eutland, of Company 
A ; Private Peter White, of Company F, and Private Eobert Williams, 
of Company B, acted with courage and bravery. Private H. D. Smith, 
of Company A, received a wound in one leg, but continued on the field, 
fighting, until he was wounded in the other leg. He is a young man 
deserving consideration. 

Among ihe officers who displayed signal gallantry I noticed Captain 
[William] Hodges, of Company F; Lieutenant [C.] Davis, of Company 
B; Lieutenant [G. W. W.] Jones, of Company G; Lieutenant [G.] Pride, 
of Company A, and Lieutenant [C. F.] Carson, of Company G, who re- 
mained on the field after he was wounded ; Lieutenant [T. J.] Salter, of 
Company D, who was wounded and left the field, had his wound dressed, 
returned again to his duties, and remained until compelled by suffering 
to leave. Lieutenants [D. W.] Alexander and [D. O.] Warren, of Corn- 
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pany P, were with their corDmand from the beginning to the end of the 
battle. Lieutenants [William S.j HumpTiries and [J. K.] Watson, of 
Company K, were also with their command throughout the whole en- 
gagement. The gallant dead and wounded fully discharged their duties 
until they fell. 

I mention with pleasure the efficient services of Capt. T. A. Kimball, 
chaplain of the regiment, who took charge of the infirmary corps, and 
followed close behind the regiment, removing the wounded as soon as 
they fell, himself dressing many of the wounds. 

Surg. F. S. McMahon and Assistant Surgeon [William M.] Mayes 
were at their posts, discharging their duties faithfully, promptly, and 
efficiently. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

W. B. WOOD, 

Colonel^ Commanding Sixteenth Alabama Regiment 

[Capt] O. S. Paxmee, 

Assistayxt Adjutant- General. 


Ko. 275. 


Report of Col. Samuel AdamSj Thirty-third Alabama Infantry. 

Estill Springs, Tenn., January 7, 1863. 

Sir : In obedience to circular of this date, headquarters Wood’s bri- 
gade, I have the honor to report that on 24th ultimo I arrived at Triune, 
Tenn., at which place my regiment was encamped, doing outpost duty. 
On 26th of same month I resumed command of it. At 1 p. m. on that 
day my regiment was ordered forward to meet the advance of the enemy. 
The regiment, in accordance with orders, moved forward about 2 miles 
from Triune and halted until about 4 p. m., when it was ordered to form 
line of battle about half a mile in rear of Triune, in which position it 
remained until 4 a. m., December 27, when it was ordered to form line 
of battle on the road leading from Triune to Murfreesborough, about 300 
yards from the village. At this place until about 9 a. m., when it was 
ordered to move across the bridge on the turnpike road leading to Shel- 
by ville, about 2 miles from Triune, and form* line of battle on the range 
of hills immediately south of it. At this place it remained until 3 a. 
m., when it was ordered by General Wood to fall back in rear of his 
brigade on the Shelbyville turnxjike. 

On night of December 28, it encamped about 1 mile west of Murfrees- 
borough. 

On December 29, it formed line of battle near the Kash ville turnpike, 
about miles from Murfreesborough, about 1,000 yards in rear of the 
line formed by General Breckinridge’s command, on the right wing of 
the enemy. 

On the night of December 30, it moved across the river to the west 
wing of the army, and about 12 p. m. encamped on the banks of Stone’s 
River, about miles from Murfreesborough. 

Early on the morning of December 31, it was ordered forward, and 
about sunset attacked the enemy’s lines. The enemy were in a thick 
cedar thicket. Going down, I ordered my regiment not to fire until the 
enemy could be plainly seen. The Sixteenth Alabama Regiment, which 
was on the right of my regiment, fired two or three rounds before the 
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enemy in front of my regiment could be seen. When I first saw the 
enemy he was about 140 yards off, and I immediately gave the command 
to my regiment to fire, in about ten minutes after the firing commenced 
the enemy’s lines in front of my regiment commenced giving way. I 
immediately ordered my regiment forward, which order it promptly 
obeyed, running at a rapid pace and firing as it advanced. It pursued 
the enemy for about half a mile, when the line became confused by the 
regiments, both on the right and left, pressing toward the center ; it 
was halted by General Wood and formed. After being formed in order, 
it moved forward about half a mile, when it was within 200 yards of one 
of* the enemy’s batteries, strongly posted in an open field^ immediately 
in my front line, in a secure position. I halted the regiment until I 
ascertained that the battery could not attack, and then moved my reg- 
iment back about 75 yards to support one of our batteries on the right 
of my regiment. This position I held until the pieces were removed, 
when I ordered my regiment to fall back for the purpose of supplying 
it with ammunition. 

About 12 m. my regiment, with the brigade, was, by order of General 
Wood, moved forward for about half a mile, when the regiments on the 
right of my regiment opened fire ; but I not being able to see the enemy, 
ordered my regiment to move forward. When it had advanced about 
25 yards, the enemy, who had been lying down, rose and moved rapidly 
away. 

At this time my regiment, by my order, commenced firing. I pursued 
the enemy for about 400 yards to the edge of the wood. The enemy had 
taken a position in the open field too strong to be taken. 

On January 1, 1863, my regiment moved forward through an open 
field to a hospital, about 200 yards from the enemy’s lines. In this posi- 
tion it remained about twenty minutes under the fire of the lai'ge and 
small arms of the enemy, and was then ordered by General Wood back 
to its original position. 

On January 2, my regiment during the day remained in line of battle 
in the same position until about 11 a. m., when it was ordered to cross 
the river and form line of battle near its original position on the right 
wing of the army. 

In this position it remained until about 11 p. m., January 3, at which 
[time] it was ordered to fall back from Murfreesborough. For nine days 
my men were continually marching, in line of battle, or actually engaged 
in fighting 5 very frequently slept in the rain without tents, and during 
the whole time not a word of complaint was heard until they learned 
that they were to fall back from Murfreesborough. 

In this battle the regiment, with the exception of a very few men, acted 
very bravely. Many of them, when the regiment w'as moving forward, 
utterly regardless of their safety, were at all times far in advance of the 
line. When I ordered the regiment forward, it always promptly obeyed, 
and when it was retiring it as promptly obeyed the command “ halt.” 

In these engagements Oapt. W. E. Dodson, commanding Company 0, 
and Capt. Thomas Seay, commanding Company K, acted with much 
coolness and bravery, being in all forward movements in advance of the 
regiment, cheering their men fbrward. 

iTear the close of December 31, 1862, Captain Seay fell, severely 
wounded. Sergeant-Major Mizell, at his own request, carried a gun 
into the action on 31st, and took position near the colors. He fell, mor- 
tally wounded, in the first charge, in advance of the regiment, cheering 
the men forward. & i & 
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Oorpl. Isaac E. Smith, Company O ; Sergeant Stewart, Company Hj 
Private Byrd, Company I ; Private Poster, Company E 5 Private Eiley, 
Company D, each acted with much coolness and bravery during the 
engagements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAM. ADAMS, 

Colonel^ Commanding Thirtydliird Alabama Regiment, 

Capt. O. S. Palmer, 

Assista nt A dju ta nt- General, 


Ko. 276. 

Regort of Maj, J. F, Cameron^ Third Confederate Infantry. 


Manchester, Tenn., January 5, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of killed, wounded, 
missing, and prisoners belonging to the Third Confederate Eegiment, 
together with the part taken by my command, in action at Murfrees- 
borough December 31, 1862 : 

My command took position on the left of the brigade on Tuesday, 
[December] 30, and remained on the field until the army fell back. 
During the engagement of Wednesday fought in line of battle, but find- 
ing my command more efficient when deployed, I moved in front of the 
brigade about 12 o’clock Wednesday. The brigade was ordered to charge 
the enemy, strongly posted in a skirt of timber some 500 yards distant, 
a corn-field intervening. Having no support, it was repulsed. I with- 
drew my command under cover of a captured hospital, when I reorgan- 
ized my regiment and rejoined my brigade. During the afternoon the 
brigade was ordered to the support of General Johnson, being too much 
to the left of that command. The enemy immediately appeared in our 
front. I deployed my regiment on the right of the fourth company and 
opened fire. The enemy’s line was posted behind a fence. With the 
aid of 50 stragglers, I charged the fenced driving the enemy, capturing 
their colors and about 30 prisoners. The brigade then opened upon the 
retreating Abolitionists, killing great numbers. 

My command being much reduced, General Wood honored me with a 
position on his staff during the fight of Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 

The conduct of both officers and men of my command, without excep- 
tion, was worthy of all praise. I would call the attention of the gen- 
eral to the conduct of Lieut. Frank Foster, jr., of the Forty fifth Missis- 
sippi Eegiment. Ever by iny side, he displayed great gallantry and 
coolness. Seizing the standard, he rallied hundreds of panic-stricken 
men, thereby reforming our then thin ranks. 

Lieutenant [H. H.] Davis, Company E, was badly wounded and left 
at hospital at Murfreesborough. All the remainder of my wounded are 
within our lines. 


Very respectfully, 


J. F. OAMEEOlSr, 
Major, Commanding, 


Capt. O. S. Palmer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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JS^ort of Lieut. Col. K. Charlton^ Forty fftli MississippiJLnfaniry, inchid- 
ing sliirmishes near Triune^ December 27. 

Biyodao neak Manohestee, Tenn., 

January 5, 1863. 

CAPTArcT : I beg leave to submit tlie following as a report of the part 
my command took in the action at Triune, December 27, 1862, and at 
Murfreesborough on December 31, [1862,] and January 1, 1863: 

On the 26th ultimo my command moved out on the road leading to 
Nashville. We moved in rear of Triune that night and bivouacked. A 
detail was sent to cook two days^ rations and returned during the night. 
At 4 a.m. of the 27th, under direction of Captain Palmer, my command 
took position as follows, viz : The four right companies, under command 
of Major [E. F.] Nunn, were deployed as skirmishers on the right of the 
pike, 1 mile north of Triune, the four remaining companies supporting 
a section of Darden’s battery, under Lieutenant [F. W.] Coleman. About 
9 o’clock the advance columns of the enemy came in sight. Our battery 
immediately opened fire on them, and, after firing some 90 or 100 rounds, 
the artillery withdrew. I immediately deployed the four remaining com- 
panies as skirmishers on the left of the pike. In a few minutes the 
enemy’s skirmishers came in sight, and my command opened a heavy 
fire upon them, and continued until ordered to fall back by General 
Wharton to a fence some 300 yards in our rear, where we again opened 
fire on the enemy. General Wharton’s cavalry behaved in the most 
gallant manner, protecting my flanks while retreating. 

I then joined the brigade, lea%ing one company under Lieutenant [Will- 
iam] Pox to cut the bridge. Having arrived at my position, two of my 
companies were deployed as skirmishers on the right of the line of the 
Sixteenth Alabama Eegiment, under Captain [E. J.j Marett and Lieu- 
tenant [H. P.] Haynes. In a short time the enemy came in sight. Our 
skirmishers engaged him while the reserve marched in retreat toward 
Murfreesborough. In a few moments the two companies deployed joined 
the regiment. 

On the morning of December 31, I was placed on the right of the 
Thirty-third Alabama and moved forward in line of battle. About 8 
o’clock we engaged the enemy and drove him back. Just as we were 
entering an open woods the enemy’s artillery opened on our lines. The 
command was given to halt and repeated by some one as forward. The 
men became confused and our lines were again formed. At this point 
Major [J. F.] Cameron, of Third Confederate, aided me in forming my 
line and attached his command on my left. We next charged the enemy 
in an open field and were driven back, the brigade on our left failing to 
move forward, and thus leaving our flank exposed. Having exhausted 
our ammunition, we were ordered to a hospital of, the enemy to fill our 
boxes. We again moved forward and engaged the enemy, strongly 
posted behind a stone pile and cedar glade, and drove him from his posi- 
tion to an open field, capturing some 60 or 70 prisoners. A brigade of 
Cheatham’s division moved forward on my left, overlapping my regi- 
ment. Part of my command moved forward with this brigade and were 
cut olf from the regiment for awhile. About 4 o’clock we were ordered 
by Capt. William Clare to join the brigade, some 400 yards in our rear. 
We did not engage the enemy any more during the day. . 

January 1, about 2 o’clock, the brigade was ordered forward. Ad- 
vancing about half a mile, we were ordered to halt. - Seeing the left of the 
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brigade was moving, I gave the command “ forward.’^ Tlie enemy were 
strongly posted behind some stables and a gin-[liouse]. We charged 
and drove him from this strong position, aided in part by the Third Con- 
federate Eegiment, the enemy pouring a perfect hail-storm of canister 
and grape upon us. Perceiving the enemy were flanking me on the 
right, I ordered Major [E. F.] Nunn to report the fact to you. He re- 
turned and informed me that the brigade was falling back. I then 
ordered my men to fall back, covering themselves as far as possible by 
a line of fence. During this move I am confident many of my men were 
killed and wounded. 

Never did men act more gallantly than these men under my charge 
in this move, and, with but few exceptions, during all the battles. The 
actions of Sergeants Asberry, Doolittle, Morrison, Vaughan, and Stew- 
art, Lieut. G. W. Williams, Sergeant-Major Kern, and Corporals Mallett, 
Hackler, and Eead, and Private McChadin are worthy of mention. I 
take particular pleasure in recommending Oorpl. J. D. Eead for promo- 
tion. When two color-bearers were shot down, he nobly volunteered to 
bear the colors. He is every way qualified for an officer. Major Nunn 
and Adjutant [F.J Foster, jr., acted, as usual, cool and deliberate, and 
aided me materially in controlling the regiment. We entered the fight 
with 217 men and officers. 
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Of this number 3 officers reported missing were either killed or 
wounded and 23 men. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ E. CHARLTON, 

Ideute^iant' Colonel j Commanding Forty-fifth MississijgyL 


No. 278. 

Beyort of Cajpt, A. T. SaicUns, Fifteenth Battalion Mu8is8i;pyi Sharp- 
shooters. 

January 7, 1863. 

Captain: In compliance with circulars, I have the honor to submit 
the following report, viz: 

On Wednesday morning, December 31, 1862, about 7 o’clock, General 
S. A. M. Wood’s brigade was formed in line of battle about halt a mile 
back of the position occupied by General McCown. ^ The battalion of 
sharpshooters, consisting of two companies, numbering 78 officers and 
men, was formed on the right of the brigade. After advancing three- 
quarters of a mile, the firing became brisk, and one platoon ot the sharp- 
shooters was thrown out to feel for the enemy. They were not long in 
finding them, and were rallied on the reserve^ fell in with the brigade, 
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and moved on into tbe general engagement. They fought with the bri- 
gade during the day, except when the brigade was to the rear procuring 
ammunition. The shar})shooters remained with some pieces of artillery, 
commanded by Major [Capt. T. B.] Hotchkiss, amusing themselves by 
firing at some Yankee cannoneers. 

Both officers and men fought bravely throughout the day. ^3’ot one 
commissioned officer was absent from his post, and most of the com- 
mand, both officers and men, deserve marked attention for their bravery 
throughout the fight. 

On Thursday morning, January 1, 1863, this command was thrown 
out as skirmishers on the left of General LiddelPs skirmishers, and with 
them succeeded in driving back the enemy^s pickets about a mile, leaving 
us in fine view of the enemy^s movements on the Kashville pike, about 
4 or 5 miles above Murfreesborough. In this engagement we had no 
one killed or wounded. 

The following is a list* of killed and wounded in the fight on Wed- 
nesday : 
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A. T. HAWKIlsTS, 

Gaptainj Commanding 87iar;pshooters^ WooWs Brigade. 


Ho. 279. 

Reports of Capt. Henry G. Semple^ Alabama Battery. 

Januaby — , 1863. 

Sm: I have the honor to report that my battery of six Hapoleon guns 
was ordered on the 30th [ultimo] to report to General Breckinridge, on 
the right; that we were put in position on an eminence near the river, 
commanding the points on the opposite side of the river near the enemy’s 
left. An earthwork had been constructed the night before in which the 
guns were placed, and shortly after the commencement of the action fire 
was opened on us by a battery of rifled guns on the opposite side of the 
river, to which we did not reply, and late in the day, after firing a few 
rounds at the lines of the enemy, which seemed to be retiring before our 
men, we were ordered to another position, in which Cobb’s battery and 
a part of Lumsden’s were already in position. From this point we were 
frequently engaged with the enemy’s infantry ; on several occasions at 
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a range to make our fire very effective. Occasionally we replied to a 
rifled battery on the opposite side of the river, but, under the orders we 
had received, we were obliged to husband our ammunition carefully, and 
engaged as little as possible with the artillery of the enemy. Several 
men were killed and wounded in the batteries near us, but we escaped 
without other loss than 1 man wounded and 2 horses. 

On the next day I was ordered again to report to General Cleburne, 
and did so. I had asked to be relieved from duty as acting chief 
of artillery of our division before the engagement of the 31st, and 
Major Hotchkiss had been appointed to act in my place, but, as he was 
wounded, General Cleburne again ordered me to act in that capacity. 

On Friday, the 2d, I was ordered by General Bragg to send two sec- 
tions of the battery to report to him at a point on the Nashville pike 
near the river. I accordingly sent two sections, with First Lieutenant 
Fitzpatrick and Second Lieutenant Pollard, and they were put in posi- 
tion on the ground on our extreme’ right about 4 p. m., from which the 
enemy had just been driven by the attack of Hanson’s, Preston’s, and 
Adams’ brigades. Lieutenant Fitzpatrick, who is now quite unwell, 
will soon make to you a report of the part taken by the two sections in 
that fierce and bloody conflict. Our infantry were finally driven back 
in great confusion, and all the cannoneers, but two, and two of the driv- 
ers of one of the pieces being shot down, and three of the horses from 
the limber, including both the wheel horses, our infantry finding them 
fleeing in rear of the piece, and the enemy rapidly advancing at not 
more than 150 yards, the last round of ammunition having been fired 
from it, the i)iece was left on the field, and, together with two guns of 
Wright’s battery, in position near it, fell into their hands. 

There were only 45 men, including the officers, drivers, and cannon- 
eers, on the field, of whom 20, together with 14 horses, were killed or 
wounded in the space of thirty minutes. 

The killed* and wounded were: Killed — ^privates, 1. Wounded — 
commissioned officer, 1 ; non-commissioned officers, 4 ; privates, 14. 
Total, 20. 

Eespectfully, 

HENBY 0. SEMPLE, 

Oaptairiy Gomdg, Light Artillery^ WooWs Brigade, 

Brigadier-General [S. A. M.] Wood. 


Tuleahoma, Tbnn., January 23, 1863. 

Sir : My battery of six 12-pounder Napoleon guns was ordered to re- 
port to Major [E. E.] Graves, chief of artillery of General Breckinridge’s 
division, and I requested to be relieved of the temporary appointment 
of chief of artillery of your staff' in order that I might be with it. 

On December 30, [l862,] we were put in position on an eminence just 
in front of General Hanson’s brigade, but during the night I was ordered 
to examine the ground in front of the left of our right wing, and to 
attend at the construction of an earthwork with two faces in the field 
near the river, and somewhat to the left and in rear of another earth- 
work, in which Cobb’s battery and a part of the whole of Lumsden’s 
rifle battery were then in position. We went to our position about day.- 
light, and early in the morning a section of my battery, under Lieuten- 
ant Pollard, was withdrawn and sent to another part of the field, by 
order of Major Graves. Although we were frequently under fire of the 
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enemy’s batteries, somewhat in front of Cobb’s batteries, we covered 
ourselves as well as we could under the earthwork, and made no reply 
until a fierce engagement took place on the opposite side of the river, 
when we had an opportunity of firing into the enemy with an enfilading 
fire at good range. After about 30 rounds fired from each piece at this 
point, we were or dered to limber up and advance to the position occupied 
by Cobb’s and Lumsden’s batteries, about 500 yards to the right and 
front. This was about 12 or 1 o’clock, and as soon as we arrived we 
opened upon a battery of eight or ten rifled guns at about 1,000 yards, 
which was x^ouring its fire into our infantry, then advancing on the op- 
posite side of the river, and in a very short time directed their fire to 
us. Our infantry continued to advance over this hotly contested field, 
and in about twenty minutes drove the enemy in masses past us at very 
short range, so that we fired into them several rounds of double-shotted 
canister at about 550 yards from the eminence above them. The enemy 
then endeavored to reform their lines under cover of the timber inter- 
vening between them and our troops, when we fired into them with 
spherical case, and caused them to move ofit* farther to their right. 

Such was the excellence of the earthwork constructed by Major 
Graves’ orders, and the commanding character of the position, that we 
did not lose a single man, and had only two horses wounded here. The 
casualties in Cobb’s battery, next to us, were, however, quite serious. 
We remained in this position until about 4 a. m. on the 1st, when I was 
ordered to report to you, which 1 did, at your position on the opposite 
side of the river, about sunrise. In the march to join you, I met Lieu- 
tenant Pollard, who, with one section of my battery, had acted with a 
part of the Washington Artillery on the opposite side of the river, with- 
out any casualty, except the loss of two horses and one man slightly 
wounded. 


Major Hotchkiss, acting chief of artillery iu your division, having 
been wounded on the 31st, I was ordered, on joining you, to act in that 
capacity. 

On the 1st, neither my battery nor any part of the artillery of the 
division was engaged, except Swett’s battery, which advanced on our 
extreme left with Liddell’s brigade, and fired a few rounds into the en- 
emy, who then appeared to he retreating toward and up the Nashville 
pike. 


On the morning of the 2d, I was ordered by General Bragg to send four 
pieces of my battery to report to him at the junction of the Wilkinson 
and isashville pikes, and accordingly I sent two sections (the right and 

[E.J.] Fitzpatrick and Second Lieutenant 
[J.J Pollard. They were engaged in the extreme advance and right of 
the artillery which supported the attack made on the afternoon of the 2d 
rS Breckinridge’s division on the enemy’s left wing. Captain 

General Polk’s chief of artillery, and Major Graves, 
chief ot artillery General Breckinridge’s division, expressed themselves 
as .well pleased with the conduct of the battery, but the infantry fell 
back in such confusion, and the fire of the enemy was so deadly, that 
Fitzpatrick attempted, under Major Graves’ 
ordeis, to dr^ off the pieces, one of them was left on the field. Mr 
K Patrick] reports to me that two of the drivers and four 

of the horses ot this piece were killed or wounded: all the cannoneers 
except two were killed or wounded. Our infantry ’had mssS them Tn 
. flight, the last at least 150 yards, and the enemy were advanc- 
ing in front and on the flank not more than 100 yards distant 

n" officers 
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Lieutenant Pollard, whose right arm and leg were broken by musket 
shots), were killed or severely wounded, and 10 (with 14 horses) slightly 
wounded. 

I found upon the held, and appropriated to my use, about 130 rounds 
of excellent 12 pounder fixed ammunition, and also the rear part of a 
caisson, which 1 took in place of one of mine. 

, HEl^EY G. SEMPLE, 

Gai)tain Comj^any Light Artillery, 
Major-General fP. B.] Cleburne. 


NTo. 280. 


Reports of Maj, Gen. John P, 2IcCow72, C. S. Aiiny^ co^mnanding division^ 

Smithh corps. 


Shelbyville, Tenn., January 1C, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. W. J. Hardee, 

G. 8. Mm?/, Tullaho7na, Tenn. : 

General : I send in my report of the part my division took in the 
battle in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., on January [December] 31, 
1862. The accompanying papers, including subordinate reports, I hope 
will give you all the information you desire. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

J. p. Mcoowifr, 

Major-Geiieral. 

[Inclosures.] 


Hbadqitarxees Second Division, Smith’s Corps, 

Shelbyville, Tenn., January 20, 1863. 

Having acted under tbe orders of Lieutenant-Ceneral Haidee at the 
battle before Murfreesborough, on December 31, 1862, 1 have the honor 
to make the following report of tbe part taken by my division : 

My division is composed of three brigades, constituted as follows,t 
# * * my effective force being about 4,000 men. 

My comniand was located at Keadyville, Tenn., 12 miles east of Mur- 
freesborough. 

At 12 o’clock, on the night of December 26, 1 received orders from the 
general commanding to move at once to Murfreesborough. I arrived at 
9 a. m. on the 37th, this march being made in a cold and drenching rain. 
In obedience to orders, my division was posted near the Nashville pike, 
behind Stone’s Eiver, as the reserve to the Army of Tennessee. 

On the 29th, I moved my division to our extreme leftj to fill an inter- 
val between Lieutenant-General Polk’s left and the Triune road. Not 
finding an interval, I posted my command on the left of the Triune road, 
in a lane at nearly right angles to said road, and about 150 yards in ad- 
vance of Lieutenant- General Polk’s advance line, with Brigadier-General 
McNair’s brigade in reserve ; two batteries in reserve, and one (Bufaula 
Light Artillery) near my center. 

On the 30th, the enemy extended his lines to our left, placing in posi- 
tion several batteries, and later in the day made a determined attack 
upon Eobertson’s battery, placed on General Polk’s left. I directed the 
Bufinila Light Artillery to be posted so as to take the enemy’s line and 
one battery in flank. Brigadier General Eains executed this order, in 
person, with considerable damage to the enemy. 


t See OrgaHi 2 ;.£}<tiou of tlie Army of Tennessee, No. 189, n. 660. 
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About this time another battery opened upon my front, killing and 
wounding about 30 of my command, principally from Brigadier-General 
McKair’s brigade. NTight closed this almost a battle. During the night 
the enemy extended his lines, covering rhy front. 

At the dawn of day, in obedience to orders from Lieutenant-General 
Hardee, I moved my reserve brigade (MclsTair’s) and placed it on my 
right, and moved upon Jhe enemy in my front, about 600 or 800 yards 
distant. I will here state that Major-General Cleburne’s division Vas 
placed in rear of my command as a second line. The Triune road turned 
square to the left about 150 yards in front of Lieutenant-General Polk’s 
left, and again square to the right about 400 yards from the first turn. 
An open field on my entire front; on the light of the field and in front 
of Lieutenant-General Polk’s left was a cedar brake. 

As I advanced, my right flank received a galling fire from this brake, 
as well as in my front, from both infantry and artillery. My men ad- 
vanced steadily, reserving their fire until they were but a short distance 
from the enemy’s position. A volley was delivered, and their position 
and batteries taken with the bayonet, leaving the ground covered with 
his dead and wounded, leaving also many prisoners in our hands ; among 
them Brigadier-General [August] Willich, captured by Mr. James Stone, 
volunteer aide to General McNair, and another officer representing him- 
self as a brigadier-general (name forgotten), captured by General Mc- 
Nair’s orderly, volunteer King. The enemy made several attempts to 
' rally^ but failed, being closely pressed by my men, their defeat becom- 
ing almost a rout. The enemy was pressed near a mile. The force of 
the enemy in my front prevented me throwing forward my left wing as 
soon as instructed by Lieutenant-General Hardee. 

In the mean time the enemy pushed a force to my right and rear, close 
upon the battery captured on my right. Captain [J. P.j Douglas com- 
ing up with his battery, came close upon this body of the enemy, discov- 
ering that the enemy supposed it to be a Federal battery. He obliqued 
to the left, came into battery, not bearing on the enemy, they waving 
their flags at him. In an instant he turned his guns upon them and 
opened with canister. The surprise was complete, and the enemy fell 
back in considerable disorder. 


About this time a heavy force was brought against my right flank. 
Brigadier-General McNair, commanding the brigade on my right, dis- 
covered their movements and halted his brigade. I directed General 
McNair to face his brigade to the right, and file it to the right to check 
this movement. The moment was critical. I sent the same order to 
Generals Ector and Eains, which was promptly obeyed by them, leav- 
ing a strong body of the enemy in their front. Seeing General Liddell’s 
brigade in the rear, I brought it forward and placed it on my right to 
cover this change of front. General Liddell became at once engaged 
with a largely superior force, the enemy under shelter of a fence. Gen- 
eral I^iddell in an open field. He gallantly maintained his ground until 
General McNair’s brigade was placed on his left. General McNair at 
once moved upon the enemy, pushing his right on his center and forc- 
i??* ^om his position for half a mile. The enemy was here posted 
behind a rail fence. Again General McNair advanced across an open 
field for nearly 400 yards, and drove them from their position, capturing 
all of their battery — one of those afterward captured. 

General Liddell s brigade co- operated in this action. The enemy was 
actively pursued for about three-quarters of a mile, where the division 
was halted and ammunition issued— 40 rounds having been nearly ex- 
ansted. Brigadier-General McNair, by his skill and energy, defeated 
the enemy in this last action before I could bring Generals Ector and 
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Hains into action. Here General MclI^air became exhausted, having left 
a sick bed to lead his brigade. I sent him back to camp, Col. E. W, 
Harper taking command of the brigade. Captain Humphreys, with his 
battery on my right, engaged one of the enemy’s batteries in flank and 
rear. This battery was soon silenced or captured by our troops in its 
front. 

We were now near the Wilkinson pike. The command was much ex- 
hausted, having forced the enemy’s left back several miles, and three 
times defeated the forces sent to check our advance. I may here add 
that prisoners, except those of rank, were turned to the rear, my command 
being so small that I could not dispense with a single man, leaving them 
to be picked up by the cavalry and those in rear. Notwithstanding the 
exhausted condition of my men, having received orders from Lieutenant- 
General Hardee, I prepared at once to advance, leaving General Liddell’s 
brigade receiving ammunition, at his request having sent my train to 
furnish him. I moved General Eains’ brigade from the left of my divis- 
ion to the right, being the strongest and least cutup. He was directed 
to move some distance to the right, so as to take in flank the batteries 
posted by the enemy near the Nashville pike, at the same time that Gen- 
eral Ector and Colonel Harper ([commanding] McNair’s brigade) took 
them in front. General Eains met with a determined resistance, but 
succeeded in forcing the enemy from the woods and into the fields that 
lay south of their position on the Nashville pike, General Ector and Qolo- 
nel Harper moving in a northeasterly direction, (general Eains nearly 
due north. • I soon discovered that my left would become engaged be- 
fore my right could co-operate. I sent to correct my line, directing the 
men to be placed under cover and hold their ground. But before this 
order reached the command, General Ector came under a galling fire 
from infantry, sheltered in a cedar brake, and artillery. General Ector 
at once charged them, forcing their first line of infantry beyond their 
second, and their cannoneers from their guns in their front. I directed 
Colonel Harper (commanding McNair’s brigade) to charge the batteries 
in his front with a like result. These two brigades were coolly firing 
into their second line of infantry, not 60 yards distant, notwithstanding 
they were enfiladed by a terrible fire from their batteries on our right. 
Every moment I expected to see General Eains take these batteries. I 
was doomed to disappointment. I was informed that General Eains fell, 
shot through the heart, at the moment the enemy was routed. The fall 
of this gallant officer and accomplished gentleman threw his brigade 
into confusion ; also about this time General Cheatham gave some orders 
to a part of the brigade that tended to change their direction to their 
front. I now directed General Ector and Colonel Harper to fall back 
under cover, which was accomplished without demoralization or moles- 
tation from the enemy. As these brigades fell back, General Liddell 
was met in the edge of the woods, having replenished his ammunition. 
I directed them to form on his right. Captain Humphreys during this 
last contest passed through an interval in our lines and engaged the 
batteries on the hill on our right. The enemy turned sixteen guns upon 
him, but he gallantly maintained the fight until my command was under 
cover. Four of his guns were disabled and sent to the rear. One regi- 
ment of General Eains’ brigade received orders from Lieutenant-General 
Hardee and was again in action. 

My division had now been under fire from five to eight hours,- although 
exhausted, the men were in good spirits. By direction of Lieutenant- 
General Hardee, the division was moved to the right, connecting with 
Lieutenant-General Polk’s left. 

.58 E E — von XX. PT T 
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Here the division remained on the defensive, at times skirmishing with 
the enemy and being shelled by their battery, until the night of Janu- 
ary 2, when I was placed in reserve between the Kashville and Lebanon 
pikes. Here I remained until 1 a. m. on the 4th, when, in obedience to 
orders from Lieutenant-General Polk, I moved to this place. 

During these operations one section of the Eufaula Light Artillery 
was detached with General [A.] Buford. Capt. L. T. Hardy’s com- 
pany of cavalry (acting as my escort) was thrown out to connect my 
left with General [J. A.] Wharton, where he suffered severely. 

Among the many incidents of this severe and protracted struggle, I 
would mention the following : Col. J. G. Burks, commanding Eleventh 
Texas Begiment, though mortally wounded, continued to lead his regi- 
ment uiiLil exiuuisrc'd. Colonel Burks was a gallant soldier, and idolized 
by his command. In the words of his brigade commander, A better 
friend, a warmer heart, a more gallant leader than he was never drew 
the breath of life.” Sergt. A. Sims, flag-bearer of the Tenth Texas 
(Colonel [M. F.] Locke), seeing in one of the charges a Federal flag- 
bearer with his flag waving his regiment forward, sprang forward and 
seized the Federal flag, when both fell dead waving their banners with 
their last breath. The Federal flag was captured. Sergt. James T. Mc- 
Gee, the only man left of the color-guard, seized our colors, but for a 
moment, when another of our noblest and bravest men fell to rise no 


more. Private Manning, of Company H, then raised the flag and bore it 
aloft the remainder of the day. Private James W. Clark, of Company 
G, carried the flag of the Fifteenth Texas Begiment in the first charge, 
during which he was killed. The colors were then taken by Lieut. L. De 
Board, of Company F, who bore them the remainder of the engagement. 
Private Clark [D.] Jenkins, of Company D, First Arkansas Rifles, seeing 
a Federal officer making great exertions to rally his command, detached 
himself from his company, and, taking deliberate aim, shot him from his 
horse. The saddle had the saddle-cloth of a general officer. In the first 
charge in the morning, Sergt. J. E. Perry, color-bearer of the Fourth 
Arkansas Battalion, had his arm paralyzed by a shot striking the staff* 
and the flag fell to the ground. Sergt. J. C. Davis, of Company A, imme- 
diately snatched the colors and bore them until reclaimed by Sergeant 
Peiry. Color bearer H. W. Hamblen, Second Regiment Arkansas Rifles, 
gallantly bore his flag until shot down. The colors were immediately 
seized by CorpL J, W. Piles, of the color-guard, who bore them gallantiy 
the remamder of the day. Color-bearer J. B. Bryant, of the Fourth 
Arkansas Regiment, was wounded. Lieutenant [John] Armstrong then 
took the colors and fell, mortally wounded. Lieutenant [G. D.] Good- 
^r then took them, but was soon afterward wounded. Captain [John 
W.j Lavender bore the colors the remainder of the day. 

In one of the charges of the Thirtieth Arkansas Regiment it had seven 
company cc^manders cnt down and the color-bearer, yet the men never 
wavered. Later in the day a second color-bearer was wounded and the 
colors lost in a cedar brake, but whether found by the enemy or not is 
not known. The only field officer (Major [J. J.] Franklin) and several 
lieutenants also fell, and yrt this regiment maintained its organization. 
Seven color- hewers fell in General McNair’s brigade and three in Gen- 
eral Ector s. Col G. W. Gordon, Eleventh Tennessee RSent, flu 
dangerously wounded, while most gallantly leading his regiment, i was 
infbmed by prisoners that the Federal General I Joshua W.l Sill was 
Med by my division while endeavoring to rally his defeated troops. 

moved so rapidly, and was so constantly engaged, that the 
guns captured were never counted ; I am satisfied that [there were] at 
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least twenty-three, besides caissons, forges, and other ordnance stores. 
The division passed, iintonclied, wagons, knapsacks, &c. 

Brigadier-Generals Ector and McNair and Colonel Harper (command- 
ing McNair’s brigade in the latter part of the day) exhibited cool and 
dauntless courage, as well as skill, in the handling of their commands. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the regimental and company offi- 
cers ; all bore themselves gallantly and nobly. 

To the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of my division I owe a 
debt of gratitude. I did not see a single straggler nor a single plunderer 
up to the attack on the enemy’s position on the Nashville pike; every 
man seemed inspired. 

To my staff on the field I am under many obligations for the efficient 
manner in which they performed their respective duties, viz: Maj. H. 
S. Bradford, assistant adjutant-general and chief of staff; Maj. G. A. 
Henry, jr., inspector-general ; Maj. Batt. Barrow and Capt. E. S. De 
Wolff*, assistant adjutants-general; Lieut. B. N. Mathes, assistant in- 
spector-general ; Lieut. H. S. Foote, jr., aide-de-camp ; Mr. E. E. Mc- 
Clure, volunteer aide ; Lieut. E. M. Eoss, acting aide-de-camp ; Capt. G. 
M. Mathes, chief of artillery. 

Capt. J. D. Allison, ordnance officer, performed his duty well, not only 
supplying ammunition to my division, but to others. 

Lieut. Col. W. E. Dyer, acting paymaster to Smith’s corps in the field; 
Maj. M. Cheatham and Capt. C. W. Kennedy, assistant quartermasters, 
have my thanks for the efficient manner in which they performed duties 
assigned to them. 

Maj. P. F. Glass, division commissary, and Maj. H. Brownson Smith, 
acting commissary of subsistence, rendered good service in their depart- 
ment in supplying the command in the field and the hospitals. 

Division Surg..Gus. B. Thornton was untiring in his labors with the 
wounded. He is entitled to the thanks of the command. 

On several occasions Lieut. D. 0. Chamberlain, of my escort, carried 
my orders on the field to my satisfaction. 

My two orderlies, William T. Brabson and William Forbes, bore 
themselves with great courage, and were useful to me in many ways. 
Mr. Armstrong, of Knoxville, behaved with great gallantry. 

To Brigadier-General Liddell, commanding brigade in Cleburne’s divis- 
ion, I am under many obligations. He came into action at my request at 
a critical moment, gallantly maintaining the fight until I could change 
my trout and bring my troops into action. This was the only active sup- 
port that I am aware of receiving until I was forced to abandon my 
purpose of establishing myself on the Nashville pike. 

I feel grateful to Lieutenant-General Hardee for the consideration ex- 
hibited for my weary and exhausted command, as well as for the confi- 
dence (as exhibited by him in sharing our fortunes at one time in rear 
of the Federal army) reposed in them. 

It is with pride and pleasure I record the gallant bearing of my divis- 
ion, but it is with a sad heart that I record the roll of the gallant dead 
and wounded. 

Col. E. B. Yance, Twenty-ninth North Carolina, succeeded to the 
command of General Eains’ brigade. Colonel Yance bore himself 
gallantly. 

After the fall of General Eains, his staff on the field reported to me. 
Their bearing at all times when under my observation was very gallant. 
They are as follows; Capt. [Felix] E. [E.] Smith, inspector-general; 
Lieut. T, B. Thompson, aide-de-camp, and Capt. C. A. Nichols, volunteer 
aide-de-camp. 

T -T-1 
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list* of killed, wounded, and missing, wMcli please append to this report 
I also send a topograi>liical sketch of the battle, drawn from memory. 


Yours, &c., 


J. P. McCOWNT, 


Major- General] Gommcmding, 
Maj. T. B. Eoy, Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


r Fodfi’.ils. 



*Em]?odied m No^ 191, pp. 680, 681, 
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Chattanooga, Tenn., Jtme 28, 1863. 

In General Bragg’s report of the battle of Murfreesborougli I find the 
following : 

The failure of General McCown to execute during the night an order for a slight 
change in the line of his division, and which had to he done in the morning, caused 
some delay in the general and vigorous assault by Lieatenant-General Hardee, but 
about 7 o'clock the rattle of musketry and the roar of artillery announced the begin- 
ning of the conflict. 

This passage conveys to tbe mind of tbe reader tliat I had failed to 
execute an order, thereby delaying the attack, and that the attack com- 
menced at 7 o’clock. Neither proposition is sustained by the facts in 
the case. Upon reading General Bragg’s report, I applied to him to 
correct this error, in a communication addressed to his chief of staff, 
in which I say : 

^ I received an order on the night of the 30th from General Bragg to change the posi- 
tion of Rains' brigade. The change was made during the night. I also received an 
order from Lieutenant-General Hardee to change the position of McNair's brigade. 
General Cheatham was to point out the new position, which he did. The brigade was 
placed accurately upon the ground indicated by General Cheatham before I left for 
General Bragg's headquarters. As to the hour of attack, I have to say the attack com- 
menced at 6 o'clock. This fact is sustained hy the reports of my subordinates. 

I forward iuclosed a copy of tMs application, marked A, together with, 
a copy of the reply thereto, marked B, in which reply General Bragg 
refuses me the justice to which I am entitled, and, by some strange mis- 
apprehension on his part, he bases that refusal ou the ground that my 
application and the certificates therein inclosed sustain his report. This 
mistake is singular and palpable. He says in his report that I failed 
to execute an order, whereby the attack was delayed. This statement 
I deny in my application and sustain the denial by proof. In General 
Bragg’S'ieply he assumes that this denial constitutes an admission of the 
fact. His report places the beginning of the conflict at 7 o’clock. My 
application places it at G [o’clock], and the evidence therewith offered 
proves my statement correct ; yet General Bragg in his reply assumes 
that my application and certificates fully ” sustain his report in this 
respect, notwithstanding they differ an hour as to tbe time of the begin- 
ning of the attack. When the rules of logic are so far reversed as to 
make a positive denial an admission of a fact, and when the laws of 
nature are so far changed as to make 6 [o’clock] in the morning and 7 
o’clock one and the same thing, then General Bragg’s assumption that 
my application for a correction of his report sustains the report itself 
will be comprehensible, and not until then. His report and my appli- 
cation are the reverse of each other, both as to my failure to execute an 
order and as to the time of attack. General Bragg’s reply says that on 
these points they agree. 

General Bragg further says, in his reply, that the statement in his re- 
port which I asked him to correct was based on the following paragraph 
in General Hardee’s report : 

Major-General McCown having failed to get McNair's brigade on the line of battle 
Tuesday night, as directed by me, tbe brigade was moved into i^osition next morning. 

I would respectfully state that I am at a loss to understand how Gen- 
eral Bragg could base a statement in his report of February 23, 1863, on 
a paragrajih in the rejiort of General Hardee, dated February 28, 1863, 
five clays after General Bragg’s report. 

I deem it proper here to relate clearly the facts in the case. Near 
sundown ou the evening of December 30, 1862, Lieutenant-General 
Hardee came to the left and assumed command, and requested General 
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Cheatham and myself to explain the location of onr commands and the 
nature of the ground in our respective fronis. On the latto pcint G-en- 
eral Cheatham and myself materially differed. General Hardee, as I 
understood, accepted General Cheatham’s explanation of the ground, 
and ordered me to change the position of Mcl^air s brigade. I ^Id Gen- 
eral Hardee that either he did not understand General (meatham or I 
did not understand his order. I then requested General Hardee either 
to locate the brigade himself or to order General Cheathani to ^cu- 
rately point out the ground. General Cheatham was directed by Gen- 
eral Hardee to comply with my request. I was thus particular because 
I felt satisfied that an attempt to locate the brigade as I understood 
General Hardee to direct, would bring on a night engagement, which 
I would be held responsible. General Cheatham, by General Hardee s 
order, went with me and > pointed out the position the brigade was to 
occupy, the right resting at a pile of rails near Mrs. Smith s house, on 
the Triune road. Inclosed you will find a copy of a note from General 
Cheatham, with accompanying map, marked 0, in which he says : 

I was directed by General Hardee to point out to you the position for^ General Mc- 
Nair's brigade, wliicb I did jnst before dark on Tuesday evening, placing bis ngbt, 
resting on the Triune road, in a line with Colonel Loomis' brigade, which was in the 
front Bnegof Polk's corps. You requested that General Hardee would indicate the 
position for McNair, which I agreed to do at General Hardee’s request. 

That Mci!i?‘air’s brigade was placed as ordered I refer to the following 
evidence : General McISTair’s report, the inclosed copies of communica- 
tions from Generals McNTair and Ector and Captain [0. B.] Kilgore, 
marked, respectively, D, E, and F, and the map accompanying General 
Cheatham’s communication, marked C. General McNair’s report con- 
tains the following paragraph : 

In obedience to orders received from division headquarters at — p. m. December 30, 
1862, 1 formed my brigade in line of battle on the ground designated at the time. 

The ground designated was that pointed out to me by General Cheat- 
ham. There seems to be a blank in McNair’s report as to the hour at 
which he received this order. I find it so, at least, in the copy before 
me, the original having been forwarded; but his communication, marked 
B, fills up the deficiency in his report. In that communication, as you 
will observe, he says, iu reply to an inquiry from me : 

On the evening of December 30, about sundown, you ordered me to move my bri- 
gade about 200 yards in advance of the line of battle then occupied by me, and in 
advance of a strip of woods that extended immediately in front of my original line, 
which order was executed and a new line of battle formed a little after dark. 

This statement of General McNair is supported by the letter of Gen- 
eral Ector, marked E, and that of Captain Kilgore, marked F. 

Now, by reference to the map furnished by General Cheatham, and 
which you will find with his letter, marked C, you will see McNair’s 
original position — the thicket or woods in front thereof— and the new line 
for his occupation pointed out by General Cheatham by the direction of 
General Hardee, and then (in connection with this map), by reference to 
General McNair’s report, together with his letter and the letters of Ector 
and Kilgore, you will see that I moved McNair forward precisely as 
ordered, and placed him on the ground designated by General Cheatham 
by the direction of General Hardee, and it will further appear from the 
papers referred to that this movement was made early on the night of 
December 30, 1802, and not delayed until next morning, as I am charged 
with doing. 

As I fully executed the order to move both McNair and Eains, and as 
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those were the only orders I got to alter my position or otherwise change 
the location of my brigades during the afternoon and night of December 

30, 1862, it follows positively that I did not fail to execute an order for 
a slight or any other change in the line of my division during the night 
previous to the battle of Murfreesborough. As I placed McNair’s bri- 
gade on the ground pointed out to me by General Cheatham for that 
purpose by General Hardee’s order, I am not responsible for any mis- 
apprehension of my superior in reference thereto, I believed (and so 
expressed myself at the time) that there was some misconception as to 
the nature of the ground, and naturally felt desirous of placing the re- 
sponsibility of any mistake arising therefrom upon those whose duty it 
was to bear it. 

If the attack was delayed, as alleged (which I deny), that delay does 
not rest on my shoulder. General Bragg, in the paper marked B, says, 
“ The attack was ordered to be made at daylight (dawn), which was then 
5 o’clock.” This differs materially from the written order which I re- 
ceived from Lieutenant-General Hardee. That order is as follows : 

Headquarters Hardee^s Corps, Army oe Tennessee, 

December 30, [1862] — 10 p. m. 

Major-General McCown, Commanding Division : 

General : Lieutenant-General Hardee directs that yon hold your command in read- 
iness to move upon the enemy at daylight. He wiU be present to superintend the move- 
ment. The general will see you and General Cleburne at 5.45 a. m. at the house on the 
left of Bains’ position— Cleburne’s headquarters. 

Eespectfully, 

T. B. BOY, 

Chief of Staff. 

In this you will see that I am not ordered to commence the attack at 
daylight (dawn), but to hold myself in readiness ^^to move upon the 
enemy at daylight.” Now, this plainly is not an order to attack at 5 
o’clock, for by it General Hardee directs me to meet him at General Cle- 
burne’s headquarters at.5.45 o’clock, which I did, and there received my 
final orders before commencing the movement upon the enemy. He 
could not have intended me to attack the enemy three-quarters of an 
hour before the time appointed by himself for giving me my final instruc- 
tions for the conduct of that attack. Therefore, if General Bragg issued 
orders for the attack to commence at 5 o’clock, as he intimates in the 
paper marked B, General Hardee must have been unaware of them ; 
and the first and only knowledge I have of them is contained in said 
paper, marked B, written to me long after the battle of Murffeesborough. 
I was with General Hardee near the hour of 6.45 a. m., as directed ~by 
his order, received from him my final instructions, and attacked the 
enemy about 6 o’clock. That I did so fully appears from the inclosea 
note of Capt. E. B. Foote, marked 6 , from'the inclosed letters of Gen- 
erals McNair and Ector, and from the official reports of my subordinates. 
These papers establish, beyond controversy, that I commenced the attack 
about 6 o’clock. The sun rose that morning in the latitude of Murfrees- 
borough at from 7.04 to 7,10 o’clock, which brought daylight about 6 
o’clock, thus making unvarying nature a witness to the fact that I moved 
to the attack at the appointed time and without delay. 

But, admitting the absurdity that nature on the morning of December 

31, 1862, was untrue to herself, and brought daylight at 6 o’clock, you 
will see that it was impossible for me to commence the attack at that 
hour, or any sooner than 1 did, for, by direction of General Hardee, 
under whose immediate command I was acting, I had to meet him only 
a few minutes before 6 o’clock to get my final orders for commencing 
and carrying on the conflict. When I commenced the attack it was 
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just light enough to see from the center to the right and left of each of 
my brigades. 

The announcement that daylight was at 5 o’clock (over two hours 
before sunrise) in the latitude of Murfreesborough on December 31, 
1862, is something not only new to me, but also to the scientific world 
and the observing farmer. Daylight (dawn),” the phrase used by 
General Bragg in the paper marked B, is ambiguous, but simple day- 
light, the term used in the orders given me preparatory to the battle, 
is plain, and easily understood. 

In addition to the foregoing evidence, Lieutenant-General Polk, in his 
report of the battle of Murfreesborough, says : 


At the appointed time the battle opened, evidently to the surprise of the opposing 
army, Major-General McCown, acting under the orders of Lieutenant-General Har- 
dee, was upon them before they were prepared to receive him. He captured several 
batteries and one bri^adior-genoral. wounding another, and^ drove three brigades — 
those composing the division of Urigadier-Geueral Johnson — in confusion before him. 


This Federal division was, according to their own accounts, placed to 
resist just such a movement, and was 6,000 strong. My division num- 
bered about 4,000. This is sufScient evidence of itself, I should think, 
to show that the attack was well timed, especially when we consider that 
the enemy was posted in woods, and that my division passed to the attack 
across open fields, and was flanked by Davis’ Federal division. 

From the foregoing facts two things clearly appear : First, that I did 
not fail to execute an order for a change in the line of my division dur- 
ing the night previous to the battle of Murfreesborough, and, second, 
that I did not thereby, or from any other cause, delay the assault on 
that day. It follows, then, that the paragraph in General Bragg’s re- 
port, which charges me with such failure and delay, is erroneous, and 
manifestly unjust to me. 

I have applied to General Bragg, as hereinbefore stated, asking him 
to correct that error. Instead of so doing, he does me' double injustice, 
by assuming in his reply that I admit the charges. His report will be- 
come a part of history, as it now stands, if left uucorrected and uncou- 
tradicted j therefore, my honor as a man (which 1 prize above every- 
thing), and my reputation as a soldier (which is only less dear to me 
than my honor and the welfare of my country), both impel me to ask a 
court of inquiry, to fully investigate and pronounce upon the justice or 
injustice of these charges. 

Yours, &c., 


J. P, McOOWH, 

Major-General^ Provisional Army^ Confederate States. 


General S. Coopeb, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ C. S. Army, 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquaetebs Depabtment Ho. 2, 

Chattanooga^ Tenn,, July 24, 1863. 

General S. Coopeb, 

Adjutant and Inspector General,^ Eiclmond^ Va, : 

Sib : The inclosed application of Major-General McCown is forwarded 
with the hope that the request will be granted as soon as practicable. 
The whole matter had better be put on record and then neither party 
will have cause to complain. The only point made by General McCown 
which requires notice is that of the respective dates of my report and 
General Hardee’s. Before making that part of my report, I called on 
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General Hardee for the facts and received them from him in writing, 
together with the correspondence with General McOown, in which the 
delay was acknowledged and his reasons, unsatisfactory to me, were 
given. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEAXTONT BEAGG, 

General^ 0. S, Army. 

[Inclostire A.] 


Chattanoog-a, Tenn., May 17, 1863. 

Brig. G-en. W. W. Maokall : 

General Bragg, in his report of the battle of Murfreesborough, says : 

The failure of General McCown to execute during the night an order for a slight 
change in the line of his division, and which had to he done the next rinsed 

some delay in the general and vigorous assault by Lieutenant-Gener.;' li.i'd.r : but 
about 7 o’clock the rattle of musketry and roar of artillery announced the beginning 
of the conflict. 


This does me injustice. I received an order on the night of the 30th 
from General Bragg to change the position of Eains^ brigade. The 
change was made during the night. I also received an order from Lieu- 
tenant-General Hardee to change the position of McXair’s brigade. G en- 
eral Cheatham was to point out the new position, which he did. The 
brigade was placed accurately upon the ground indicated by General 
Cheatham before I left for General Bragg’s headquarters. As to the 
hour of attack, I have to say the attack commenced at about (5 o’clock. 
This fact is sustained by the reports of my subordinates. 

I respectfully request the general commanding to correct the error in 
his report. 1 should be pleased to be informed of the action of the gen- 
eral commanding in the premises. 

Yours, &c., 

J. P. McCOWX, 

Major-General. 

K. B. — I send papers marked A, B, C. 


[Inclosure B.] 

Headquarters Army op Tennessee, 

Shelhyvillej Tenn.^ June 5, 1863, 
Major-General McCown, Chattanooga, Tenn.: 

Sir: The general commanding directs me to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of the 17th ultimo, and in reply to say that the paragraph 
in his report of the battle of Murfreesborough which you regard as in- 
jurious to yourself is fully sustained by your admission and hy the cer- 
tificate you inclose. The paragraph was based on that of General Har- 
dee, which says : 

Major-General McCown having failed to get McNair’s brigade on the line of battle 
Tuesday night, as directed by me, the brigade was moved into position early the next 
morning. 

The attack was ordered to be made at daylight (dawn), which was 
then 5 o’clock. When the action became distinct with artillery and 
volleys of musketry it was 7 o’clock, as marked by the tvatch of the com- 
manding general. He had been more than two hours on the field, and 
felt and exhibited surprise and anxiety at the delay. The order to you 
admitted of no conditions, and the general commanding cannot under- 
stand your right to suspend an important movement ordered by your 
superior commanders because you supposed it might be seen by the 
enemy or might cause an engagement. That was a question for vour 
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superior. As the commanding general only reported a simple fact com- 
municated by your immediate commander, and Tvbich you substantiate 
and admit, he cannot see that any injustice is done you. Any expla- 
nation of the delay you acknowledge will be forwarded to form a part 
of the report of the battle. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. WALTBE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosuio C.] 


Headquarters Cheatham’s Division, 

Shelhyville^ Tenn.^ Junel^ 1863. 
Maj. Gen. John P. McOovtn, Chattanooga^ Tenn. : 

General : In answer to your inquiries, I have to state I was directed 
by General Hardee to point out to you a position for General McKair’s 
brigade, which I did just before dark on Tuesday evening, placing his 
right, resting on the Triune road, ou a line with Colonel Loomis’ brigade, 
which was in the front line of Polk’s corps. The xiosition of McKair’s 
brigade was somewhat of a curved line, as will be seen by the accom- 
panying map. You requested that General Hardee would indicate the 
position forMcNTair, wliich I agreed to do at General Hardee’s request. 
The right of McNair’s brigade was on the front line of Polk’s corps, but 
about 100 or 120 yards in rear of the line occupied by General Ector on 
the lane. His left was in the direction of Ector’s right. 

Yery respectfully, 


B. F. CHEATHAM, 
Major- General, G. 8. Army. 
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llnclosure D.] 


Hjeadquartees Thieb Brig-abe, McCow^s Diyision, 

Gamp Harper, , 1863. 

Major-General MgOown, 

Chattanooga, Tenn, : 

General : In reply to your inquiry, I have the honor to state that on 
the evening of December 30, [1862,] about sundown, you ordered me to 
move my brigade about 200 yards in advance of the line of battle then 
occupied by me, and also in advance of a strip of woods that extended 
immediately in front of the original line, which order was executed and 
a new line of battle formed a little after dark. I then occupied the 
right of your division, about 300 yards from the enemy’s pickets. This 
position was taken, as I understood, for the purpose of attacking the 
enemy at daylight the next morning. On the morning of the 31st, by 
your direction, I moved my brigade forward, and, in connection with the 
First and Second Brigades, of your division, attacked the enemy. This 
was about 6 a. m. 

^ am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. Mol^AIE. 


[Inclosure E.] 


Heabquarters Ector’s Brig-abe, McOown’s Division, 

ShGhgrhh, Tenn., May 9, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. John P. McCown: 

Dear Sir : In reply to your letter of May 7, written from Chatta- 
nooga, I state that Rains’, McHair’s, and my brigades were formed in 
line of battle, and that these three brigades advanced together at the 
battle of Murfreesborough on December 31, at about 6.06 a. m. General 
McNair’s brigade during the night was moved forward considerably in 
advance of the j)Osition it had occupied during the latter part of "the 
evening before, with its right resting on the Triune road. If it had been 
moved up on a line with my brigade at the time it first changed its posi- 
tion (from what I know of the enemy’s position, and no one had abetter 
opportunity of knowing this than I had), I am confident its movements 
could not have been concealed from the enemy, and it would, in all 
probability, have brought on a fight during the night. 

I am, sir, yours, very respectfully, 

M. D. EOTOE. 


[Inclosure E.] 


Newnan, Ga., May 4, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. John P. MoOown,^ 

Chattanooga, Term. : 

Sir : In compliance with your request, I take pleasure in stating Tvhat 
I know in reference to the movements made by General McNair’s bri- 
gade on Tuesday night, December 30, 1862. 

Eeturning from General Cheatham’s headquarters about 8 o’clock 
that night, I noticed troops moving forward. I ascertained it was Gen- 
eral McNair’s brigade moving up near the line occupied by the balance 
of the division. The first regiment was established a little in advance 
of Mr. Smith’s house, the right resting on the Triune road near a pile 
of rails and other timbers which had been thrown out of the way during 
the day. From my knowledge of the enemy’s position I do not think 
the brigade could have been moved upon a line with the other brigades 
of the division without encountering the enemy’s pickets, and probably 
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bringing on an engagement. On the morning of the 31st, however, it 
came np on the line, and the whole division moved forward in line of 
battle about daylight. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. B. KILGOEE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Ector’s Brigade. 

[]jttclosure G.] 

Chattanooga, Tenn., 3Iay 11, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. John P. McCown, 

Chattanooga^ Tenii. : 

General : In reply to your question propounded to me tliis morning, 
I have the honor to state that on the morning of December 31, 18G2, 
when the line of our division became engaged with those of the enemy 
at Murfreesborough, I looked at a watch and it was exactly eight min- 
utes to 6 o’clock. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. FOOTE^ 

Captain^ Provisional Army, Confederate States, 


ITo. 281. 

R^ort of Ca;pt J, D. AlUso7i, Chief Ordnance Officer, 

. Headquarters Ordnance Department, 

Shelhyville,^ Tenn,, January 11, 1863. 

Sir : Wednesday morning. December 31, 1862, found my ordnance train 
encamped on the east bank of Stone’s Elver, on the Triune road. At 
daylight I received orders from the major-general commanding to follow 
close behind, and at 8 a. m. I issued to General McNair’s brigade 5 about 
9 a. m. to Generals Kains’ and Preston Smith’s brigades ,• an hour later 
to Generals Ector’s and Liddell’s brigades. Taking up my position near 
the hospital, designated by the major-general, I remained until he or- 
dered me to occupy a position in a small grove on the right of the Wil- 
kinson pike, about the center of our division and some half a mile to the 
rear. Here I remained but a short time, when I was, by the shot and 
shell of the enemy, compelled to leave nnd again take my former posi- 
tion near the hospital. About 12 o’clock I was ordered" up to supply 
General McNair, also a portion of Generals Ector’s and Preston Smith’s 
brigades. I was then ordered by Lieutenant-General Hardee’s ordnance 
officer to retire some mile or more across the Wilkinson pike toward the 
Triune road. About 2,30 p. m. I was ordered to supply a portion of 
Generals McNair’s and Ector’s commands. This done, I supplied a large 
portion of Generals Wheeler’s and Wharton’s commands. Again going 
to the rear, I remained until the firing of small-arms ceased, and after 
dark I moved up and encamped on the Wilkinson pike, near the mouth 
of a lane. My entire train consisted of 23 wagons, one of which (belong- 
ing to General Eains’ brigade) I lost by its breaking down. 

On the next day I procured another wagon and sent for the stores, but 
found they had been removed. 

Three captured Federal wagons and teams were turned over to me, one 
containing field-gun ammunition and the others small-arm cartridges— 
18,000 each. 
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It affords me pleasure in being able to state that the promptness and 
energetic manner in which Lieut. J. Lane, of General McKair’s ord- 
nance^ Lieut. H. 0. Leigh, ordnance officer to General Ector ; Sergt. G. 
F. Maxey, in charge of General Eains’ ordnance, and Sergt. G. W. Mor- 
rie, of the division ordnance, moved in execution of orders, did much to 
assist me in supplying troops and disposing of my train. 

I beg the honor, major, to be, very respectfully, your very obedient 
servant, 

J. D. ALLISONT, 

Captain and Chief of Ordnance to Major-General McCown. 

Maj. H. [S.] Beadfoed, 

GMeJ- of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Ko. 262. 

Report of Maj. George 31. Mathes, , Chief of Artillery, 

‘Heajdquaetees MoCown’s Division, Smith’s Ooeps, 

Shelby ville^ Tenn.y Januayy 11, 1863. 

Majoe : I have the honor of submitting the following report of the 
part the batteries of this division took in the engagements of Decefnber 
30 and 31, [1862,] before Murfreesborough : 

On the 29th, when the division was in position in reserve, in rear of 
Stone’s River, near the Nashville pike, I received an order from the 
major-general commanding to detach, one section of rifled pieces from 
one of the batteries, with orders to report to Brigadier-General [A.] 
Buford, on the Salem pike, which was done from the Eufaula Light 
Artillery, General Rains’ brigade (Lieutenant [W. A.] McDuffie com- 
manding), under charge of Lieutenant [W. J.j McKenzie. 

When the division was ordered from its reserve position to the left, on 
the Triune road, the batteries were moved in mass in rear of the division 
to its new position. The batteries of Captains Douglas and Humphreys 
were placed in reserve, and Lieutenant McDuffie, commanding Eufaula 
Battery, was ordered to take position in line to support his brigade 
(Rains’) during the day of the 30th, when the firing became very heavy 
on Robertson’s battery. Lieutenant McDuffie was ordered to take posi- 
tion to support and relieve Captain Robertson, which he did, doing great 
damage to one of the enemy’s batteries, forcing it to change position, 
and, prisoners state, dismounting one gun and killing several cannoneers. 
Lieutenant McDuffie kept his battery at 500 yards range until his am- 
munition was exhausted, when he was ordered to draw off his battery 
and fill his ammunition chests. 

The lieutenant commanding and the men of the battery deserve great 
credit for the cool and skillful manner in which the battery was handled 
under the severe fire of two or more batteries. The loss of the battery 
was 1 man wounded and 1 horse killed. 

At daylight on the morning of December 31, all of the batteries of 
the division were ordered forward. Captain Douglas, of General Ector’s 
brigade, was ordered to take position and go into action on the left of the 
house on the left of Lieutenant-General Polk’s line, which he did, en- 
gaging the enemy at short range, throwing the enemy into confusion and 
greatly facilitating the rout of the enemy on the left. On account of 
damages received by his battery, Captain Douglas was delayed in fol- 
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lowing up the division immediately, and was consequently some distance 
behind by the time he was in condition to move forward, which he did as 
soon as possible. Captain Humphreys^ battery (McKair’s brigade) was 
ordered up to take position on the right of Captain Douglas and tosup- 
X)Ort him; but the enemy having fled before he could arrive, he pushed 
on his battery and passed to the right of the division, and engaged the 
enemy near the Wilkinson pike. He was engaged by a vastly superior 
force of the enemy’s artillery, and had four of his guns disabled and five 
men wounded and several horses killed. He held his position with his 
two remaining guns until the artillery of the enemy was captured or 
ibrced to retire. 

Both the officers and men of this battery deserve credit for the gallant 
manner in which they stood by their guns and served them. The bat- 
tery commanded by "Lieutenant McDuffie not having been furnished 
with sufficient ammunition, it was left in reserve near the house on Gen- 
eral Cheatham’s left, where it remained until about 2 p. m., when it was 
moved across the Wilkinson pike, but was ordered back by Brigadier- 
General Maney to take position to cover the retreat of our division in case 
they were compelled to fall back at this place. I put all the batteries 
of this division in position at the place where they remained until Fri- 
day night, when they were ordered to Murfreesborough. 

L gathered np and sent to Murfreesborough on this day sixteen pieces 
of arjiillery, a number of caissons, and some battery wagons, forges, &c., 
cai)tured by this division. Major [L.] Hoxton, chief of artillery, Lieu- 
tenant-General Hardee’s corps, assisted and had others carried off the 
field. In consequence of the recent rains, the ground was almost impass- 
able for the movements of artillery, and the division was, in a measure, 
deprived of this arm. 

I am, respectfully, 

GEO. M. MATHES, 

Acting Chief of Artillery , Major-General 3IcCoicn^s Division, 

Maj. H. S. Beadpoeu, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


NTo. 283. 

Report of Brig, Gen, M, D. Dctor^ G. 8, Army^ commanding First Bri- 
gade, 

Headquautees Fiest BeigtAde, McCown’s Division, 

Slielhyville, Tenn,, January — , 1863. 

In obedience to special orders from division headquarters, it becomes 
my duty to make a report of the operations of my brigade in the recent 
battles before Murfreesborough. 

During the night of the 30th ultimo, I was ordered to have my com- 
mand in readiness to move upon the enemy at daylight on the next 
morning. General Mcl^air’s brigade was to move up in position on my 
right and General Bains’ brigade on my left. The enemy were known 
to be in strong torce immediately in front of ns, supxiorted by several 
batteries. Tliese were posted near the edge of the timber. There was 
a level field between us, about 500 yards across it. A few minutes after 
0 a. m. on December 31, the two brigades had arrived in the position 
indicated, and the command Forward, march,” was given. The three 
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brigades moved off together. When we had arrived within about 200 
yards of the enemy’s batteries in front of my brigade, they opened fire 
upon us. Immediately the order was given to charge. The enemy were 
not expecting such a movement on our part. Their infantry fired into 
us about this time. Kone of the three brigades faltered for a moment. 
When we had arrived within about 100 yards of their batteries, I ordered 
my men to fire. We poured a hot and deadly fire into them and con- 
tinued to advance. Such determination and courage was jierfectly irre- 
sistible. My brigade was within 30 yards of their cannon when they 
fired the second round. Quite a number of my brigade were killed and 
wounded, but the gaps made by the canister and small-arms closed up 
in an instant. In this charge Col. J. O. Burks, commanding the Eleventh 
Texas Eegiment, received a mortal wound. Their infantry gave way 
about the time we reached their batteries. They attempted to form 
again behind a second battery. We pressed upon them so rapidly they 
soon gave way the second time. A.t a fence they made a short stand, 
but were driven from it. We passed over two cannon which they had 
attempted to get off with. They continued to keep up a running fight 
for awhile, tafing shelter behind the farm-houses which lay in the line 
of their retreat. The rout soon, however, became complete. I soon dis- 
covered that we had separated from General McNair’s brigade. After 
pursuing the enemy 2^ miles, I halted my command, faced it to the right, 
intending to proceed with it in the direction of a heavy firing of small- 
arms ; in that direction I supposed General McNair’s brigade had gone. 
We had captured quite a number of prisoners, who had been sent to 
the rear. The enemy in their hasty retreat had left their camp equipage ; 
and guns, blankets, overcoats, and knapsacks marked the line of their 
retreat. General Wharton’s cavalry brigade continued in pursuit of 
those we had been after, and killed and captured (as I have since learned) 
many of them. 

About this time I received an order from the division commander to 
move my command so as to rejoin General McNair, who, with General 
Liddell, was engaging the enemy. This order was promptly obeyed by 
both General Bains and myself. After marching about miles, we 
came up with General McNair’s brigade. They had driven the enemy 
some distance, and were halted for the purpose of getting a new supply 
of ammunition. As most of my men had nearly exhausted their 40 rounds, 
they were also halted and ordered to supply themselves with ammu- 
nition. General Bains thought his men were pretty well supplied, and, 
after making a short halt, he was ordered to the right of the other two 
brigades in a northeast direction until he came up with the enemy. He 
had gone, I would say from the firing in this direction, but little over half 
a mile before he engaged them. We were ordered forward, and I 
was told to cause the left of my brigade to oblique to the right. We 
had marched about 1 mile in this direction. General Bains in the mean 
time was driving back the enemy, when, unfortunately, he fell, mortally 
wounded. He had driven them through a dense cedar forest and into a 
field. Their left wing had either been routed or driven back upon 
their center ; the right of their center had also been driven back some 
distance, and their forces were thus massed in a very formidable position 
in a field not far from the Nashville pike. General McNair’s and my 
brigades entered the field near the southwest corner (just above it). 
About 200 yards from the west side of the fence, immediately before us, 
was a cedar brake. Near the head of this brake it widened out, where the 
ground was very rocky. I had thought for some time the left of my 
command was obliquing too much, and so informed the division com- 
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mander. He sent me ^vord that General Hardee, who was in command of 
that corps of our army, desired I should continue to move in this way. 
The enemy were in ambuscade in this cedarbrake on the left of my com- 
mand. They had a very formidable battery planted about 250 yards in 
a northeast direction from us; one nearly in a north direction about the 
same distance off, and the third one in a field a quarter of a mile north- 
west of us. All these batteries turned loose upon us. ^ About the same 
time their infantry, whose position had been ascertained by my skir- 
mishers. unmasked themselves and opened fire. The Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Texas Eegiments were soon in a desperate struggle; the regi- 
ments on the right of them were equally exposed to their artillery. I im- 
mediately sent Major [F. M.] Spencer to Colonel Harper, who was in 
command of the brigade on my right (General MclSTair having become 
too unwell), to -move his brigade up to my assistance. I hastened to the 
left of my command. My men had driven back one line of their infantry 
upon the second line; still behind them was a third line. I have since 
learned that a short distance behind these was General Kosecrans’ head- 
quarters. The cedars were falling and being trimmed by bombs, canis- 
ter, and iron hail, which seemed to fill the air. My men had not yielded 
an inch, but, sheltering themselves behind the rocks, would lie down and 
load, rise to their knees, fire into the closed blue line not over 60 yards 
from them. I saw their officers several times trying to get their men to 
charge us, but they would not. Believing it to be impossi bie to bring my 
entire brigade to bear with full force, and that an attempt to do it would 
be attended with great sacrifice of life, I ordered them to fall back. The 
enemy did not, so far as I was able to discover, follow us. On reaching 
the woods, I formed the brigade and ordered the men to rest. In a short 
time, in obedience to orders, I moved it to the left and took position 
behind a fence, where my men could rest themselves and check any 
attempted advance of the enemy in that direction. 

It is due to my brigade to say they had been under almost constant fire 
for eight hours; that one-third, almost, of my command had been killed 
or wounded, and most of the rest were very much exhausted. 

About two hours by sun I was ordered to move farther to the east 
and to the right. We were halted in a dense cedar forest, where the 
ground was covered with large rocks. This ground had been three times 
fought over during the day. The battle continued to rage, with uninter- 
inpted fury until long after dark farther to the right. For over twelve 
long hours it had continued from the time it had opened on their right 
wing in the morning. We occupied all the ground at night which had 
been fought over during the day, except on his extreme left Most of 
his dead and wounded were left within our lines. We occupied a very 
strong position, and one, with a little labor on our part, from which we 
could not be easily driven. Our line of battle was formed ; we threw out 
our pickets, built small fires — which were very acceptable, as we had 
been without them for two days and nights— and were permitted to rest 
undisturbed during the night. 

Early the next morning the men made them a secure breastwork of 
rock. This completed, every man took his position ready to receive the 
enemy in a proper manner. The day passed off* quietly until late in the 
evening, when an effort was made to shell ns out of our i)osition. The 
timber being' so thick and our breastworks substantial, they could effect 
nothiDg. Our pickets would exchange shots with them'frequently during 
the day and night. 

On the second day, about night, the enemy again shelled the woods 
for some time. Their pickets advanced, and there was considerable 
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skirmishing with the pickets along the lines. They were prudent enough, 
to keep at a respectable distance from our breastworks. 

Captain Douglas’ battery, belonging to my brigade, did efficient serv- 
ice in the early part of the engagement. After we had driven the enemy 
from their guns, and had followed on in pursuit of them, a considerable 
body of the enemy moved in behindus from our right and formed. About 
sun-up. Captain Douglas was ordered to move up with his battery 
toward the enemy’s line and join his brigade. He ordered the battery 
forward immediately; rode himself rapidly in advance to ascertain the 
position of the troops. After riding to the point where the enemy’s first 
battery was captured, he found that we had captured the b[attery] and 
were rapidly pursuing. He returned to the battery, and put his horses 
to their best speed to assist in holding the advanced position attained. 
When he arrived within 150 yards of the captured battery (his battery 
being at its best speed), he discovered a body of Federal infantry drawn 
up in line in front of the position occupied by the captured guns, and 
not far from his head team. He immediately halted the battery and 
gave the command, “Front into line.” Discovering that the enemy did 
not know whether he was friend or foe, he gave the command, “ Left 
oblique and action front,” thus bringing his guns into positions not bear- 
ing exactly on the enemy. During this time Captain Douglas says the 
enemy waved their flag at him. Seeing no time was to be lost, he or- 
dered the gunners to commence firing with canister. The enemy fired 
about this time, wounding 1 man, killing 3 horses, and wounding 3 more. 
He soon threw a rapid and deadly fire into the enemy’s ranks. They 
stood but a few discharges, when they retreated in considerable dis- 
order. As this battery was separated from my brigade throughout the 
remainder of the day, I would respectfully refer you to his report, here- 
with inclosed, for a full and complete report of all its movements. 

At 10 a. m. on the 3d ultimo [instant] we left our breastworks, and 
moved near the Lebanon road, just above Murfreesborough. 

The officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, so far as 1 was 
able to judge, were at their post and did their duty to my entire satis- 
faction. They were at all times ready to obey my commands, and at no 
time during the day gave an inch of ground until they were ordered. 

Colonel Burks was gallantly leading his regiment, which had followed 
him before through the fire and smoke of battle, when he received a 
fatal wound. He felt that it was mortal. He pressed his hand to it to 
conceal it, and when within 20 yards of their battery I heard him dis- 
tinctly say, “Charge them, my boys; charge them.” He kept iip until, 
from faintness, he found he could go no farther. A better friend, a 
warmer heart, a more gallant leader than he was never drew the breath 
of life. He was idolized by his regiment, and highly esteemed by all 
who knew him well. He perished in the pride of his life, in the “thun- 
ders of a great battle.” He went down with his armor on in defense of 
his country. 

The Tenth Texas Eegiment captured three stand of colors. 

Colonel Andrews and Major [W. E ] Estes, of the Fifteenth Texas 
Eegiment ; Colonel Locke, Major [W. D. L, F.] Craig (acting lieutenant- 
colonel), and Captain [H. D. E.] Eedwine (acting major), of the Tenth 
Texas Eegiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel Bounds, of the Eleventh Texas 
Eegiment, together with their entire stafls, acted most gallantly. 

The conduct of the difierent company officers was all that I could 
have desired. 

Captain Kilgore, my assistant adjutant-general, and Major Spencer 
were conspicuous throughout the day. They were always among the 
59 E E — ^VOL XX. PT T 
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foremost in the charge, leading, directing, encouraging the men, and 
ready to execute with promptness every order they received. I would 
especially recommend them for promotion for gallant conduct on the 
battle-field. They deserve a higher position than they now occupy. 

I would speak in the like high terms of the conduct on the battle-field 
of Oapt. R. Todhunter, a volunteer aide. He was slightly wounded in 
the first of the action, but remained upon the field. I would also S2)e- 
cially recommend him for promotion. 

Capt. W. H. Smith, acting inspector-general, and Aide-de-camp H, 
M. Lane rendered me very efficient service. Lieutenant Lane was also 
slightly wounded. 

Maj. Wiley B. Ector, brigade quartermaster, besides discharging his 
other duties, kept us supplied with cooked rations, and, with a detail, 
went over the battle-field and collected and buried the dead of the bri- 
gade. 

Dr. L. J. Graham, the brigade surgeon, was always efficient in caring 
for, removing, and providing for the wounded. In fact, so far as I have 
been able to ascertain, all the surgeons deserve credit for the manner in 
which they discharged their several duties. 

I lost 38 killed and 308 wounded in the battle. 

In conclusion, I would say that the private soldiers of the brigade have 
endeared themselves to me by the manner in which they performed the 
duties and endured the perils they were subjected to during the trying 
ordeal through which they have just passed. 

Respectfully submitted. 

M. D. ECTOR, 

Brigadier-Generalj Gomdg. First Brig, ^ McOowrfs Division, 

Maj. H. S. Beadposd, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


N’o. 284. 

Be^ort of Col. M. F. Doclce, 0, 8. Army^ Tenth Texas Cavalry {dismounted). 

Camp near Shelbtvillb, Tenn., 

January 10, 1863. 

Deae General: In compliance with your order (NTo. — ) of the 9th 
instant, I have the honor to submit the following report, showing the 
operations of the Tenth Regiment Texas Cavalry in the late battles in 
front of Murfreesborough : 

On Tuesday evening, January [December] 30, [1862,] while our battery 
and that of the enemy were firing directly across the right wing of my 
regiment, a ball from a rifle cannon of the enemy struck the cedar-rail 
barricade in front of the command, and timber from the fence bruised 
foar of the privates and slightly wounded Lieut. J. B. Griffin, of Company 
C, who was severely [wounded] the following day. Seeing that the situ- 
ation of the Tenth Regiment was more exposed than that of any other 
in the brigade on that evening, owing to the facts that a gap of several 
hundred yards intervened between the right wing (this regiment being 
on the right of the brigade) and the next command, to wit, General 
Smithes brigade, on our right, and that powerful efiorts were being made 
by the enemy on that evening to gain a direct range of the line of the 
Texas Brigade with their artillery, and later in the day the enemy 
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having shifted their position and placed their battery directly in front of 
this regiment, it, was apparent that the fence which had obstructed the 
sight of the enemy would serve as an auxiliary in the enemy’s hands 
if our position was discovered. Knowing this, although the weather 
was very inclement and disagreeable, I did not allow any fire, and the 
blankets having been left at camp, the men suffered very much ; and 
but for the fact that they had been lying on their arms without sleep 
for two nights previous, sleep would have been impossible. 

Having been kept in a silent, still position for two days and nights 
during disagreeable weather, on the morning of December 31, 1862, when 
orders came that the command would move forward, it was difficult to 
restrain the expression of joy and outburst of feeling manifested by the 
men at an opportunity being presented upon an open field (such as lay 
before us) of relieving ourselves from this unhappy condition, and of 
deciding the fate of the Confederacy to the extent that a little regiment 
was able to go. It will be remembered that, in the first charge made on 
the morning of the 31st, my orders required that I should keep close on 
General McKair’s brigade, who had just moved into the gap alluded to 
on the right of my regiment, and that in doing so it threw the center of 
the Tenth Eegiment directly in front of the enemy’s battery, consisting 
of six brass piejes of superior quality, which opened upon our lines im- 
mediately after leaving the cedar fence barricade ; and as there was no 
obstruction between this command and the enemy’s lines in that direc- 
tion, it must be that the houses, shade trees, and fencing on the left and 
the cedar timber and fencing on the right sheltered to some extent the 
brave troops on each side of us, causing the disparity in the number 
killed and wounded in the different regiments of the division and bri- 
gade. For some 400 yards before we drove the enemy from their posi- 
tion immediately in rear of the first battery and captured the same, my 
regiment marched in full view of the infantry and artillery, and before 
the sun rose we numbered of killed and wounded some 80 men. 

At this point I will mention an incident in this bloody conflict : The 
enemy’s lines having been formed immediately in our front, their stand- 
ard-bearer, directly in front of mine, was waving his flag, casting it for- 
ward, and, by various motions, urging the Abolition column forward, 
when Sergt. A. Sims, flag-bearer of this regiment, discovered him and 
pressed forward with incredible speed directly toward the enemy’s ban- 
ner, and, on reaching within a pace or less of his adversary, he planted 
the Confederate flag firmly upon the ground with one hand and with a 
manly grasp reached the other after the flag-staff held by his enemy ; 
but the other gave back, and in that moment they both fell in the ago- 
nies of death, waving their banners above their heads until their last 
expiring moments. My flag-bearer having fallen, and there being but 
one of my old color-guard left, Sergt. James T. McGee was only spared 
to advance a few paces toward his banner, when another of our noblest 
and bravest men fell to rise no more until aroused by the Trump of God 
to come to judgment. At this moment Private Manning, of Company H, 
gathered the flag-staff* and rushed to the front with a spirit and nerve 
sufficient for any calling, and bore the same aloft throughout the day. 

Two stand of colors are known to have been taken by this regiment, 
and, it is believed, three ; but as all were sent to the rear by the wounded 
' and the infirmary corps, I have not had opportunity to look them up. 

Of Major (^Acting Lieutenant-Colonel) Craig and senior Captain (Act- 
ing Major) Eedwine and Adjutant [J. J.] Jarvis, I will say that they all 
of them proved themselves fully equal to the emergency on that occa- 
sion 5 and, in my opinion, the display of valor and unflinching bravery 
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in the conflict on December 31, 1862, has not been surpassed upon this 
continent. 

The loss sustained by this command will foot up as follows, to wit : 
The number of commissioned officers] engaged was 20, and of that 
number 11 were killed, wounded, or left in the enemy’s lines. The total 
number in battle was about 350 men. Of that number 117 were either 
left in the enemy’s lines, killed, or wounded. 

As stated, we captured, it is confidently believed, three stand of the 
enemy’s colors and at least six pieces of brass cannon.* 

In conclusion, I wish not by the mention of names to make distinc- 
tion between men where all acted so nobly, but it is with peculiar pride 
I state the fact that all of my men knew their rights and dared to defend 
them, reckless of hazard or consequence. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

M. F. LOCKE, 

Colonel^ Commanding Tenth Regiment Texas Cavalry, 
Brig. Gen. M. D. Ector, 

Comdg. First Brigade, McCown^s Division, Army of Tennessee, 


Ko. 285. 

Report of lAeut Col, J, M. Bounds, Fleventh Texas Cavalry {dismounted), 

Shelbyvillb, Tenn., January 10, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with Special Orders, Ko. — , I would respectfully 
report that our regiment was called into line of battle before Murfrees- 
borough, Tenn., on the evening of December 29, 1862, and took a posi- 
tion within 500 yards of the enemy’s line, and established temporary 
breastworks out of fence rails, where they remained under range of the 
enemy’s guns (and heavy shelling at intervals) until 7 a. m. of the 31st, 
at which time we were ordered to move forward on the enemy ; and the 
regiment responded promptly, under command of our late gallant colo- 
nel, John C. Burks, and charged the enemy’s lines, and repulsing them, 
taking (or running over) three of their batteries, killing and wounding 
many, routing and putting to flight their reserve, and pursuing them 
about 3 miles, and making great havoc on their lines, and was then 
called ofif (there being no formidable enemy in our front) and marched 
back in column, inclining to the left, until it was discovered that the 
enemy had a strong position on the Kashville pike, to our left, and we 
were ordered to halt and form in line of battle, preparatory to a charge, 
which was done, and the charge made with gallantry and heroism. But 
owing to the fatigued condition of the men, and obstructions from the 
rough conformation of the ground we had to pass over, our line was 
thrown into confusion and ordered to fall back, which was done in mod- 
erate, fair order, and we were ordered to a position on our right, which 
we took and held until 1 a. m. of January 3, when we were ordered back 
to Murfreesborongh. 

In the early part of the first engagement I regret to have to sav that 
our gallant colonel was mortally wounded, though at his post leading 
his men on to a glorious victory, and the officers and men that were 
under my immediate command on that day and during the siege acted 
promptly and gaUantly. ^ 
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Our loss T^as serious, viz, 8 killed, 2 mortally v^ounded, 35 severely 
wounded, 49 slightly wounded, 2 captured, and 15 missing. 

All of which is respectfully reported. 

Eespectfullv, yours, &c., 

J. M. BOUNDS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding Llei^enth Texas Cavalry, 
Brigadier-General [M. D.] Ector. 


No. 286. 

Report of Col, J, L, Gamp^ Fourtee^ith Texas Cavalry {dismounted). 

Gamp near Shelbyvtlle, Teintn., 

January 10, 1863. 

In obedience to Special Orders, No. — , the following report of the bat- 
tle of IVlurfreesborough is respectfully submitted : 

On Tuesday, the 30th ultimo, our positions were assigned us in line of 
battle, subject to the fire of the enemy’s batteries, the one directly in front 
at a distance of some COO yards ; the other on our right, but in range at 
a little greater distance. The batteries opened upon us in the evening 
and continued for some half hour a heavy fire, but without injury to my 
command. 

On the morning of the 31st, orders were transmitted to me indicating 
a forward movement upon our part. Having hastily prepared to exe- 
cute the order, the final order ^4brward” was given at about 6 a. m. 
The march was made in quick time, until the enemy’s line appeared, and 
their batteries in full view, when the command ^‘charge” was given, and 
faithfully, nobly, and gallantly executed upon the part of both men and 
officers, putting to flight the enemy and capturing the battery, horses, 
&c., immediately in front of my regiment. My command suffered greatly 
in this first charge, some of whom were killed, others wounded, among 
whom was my sergeant-major (Johnson), who fell among the foremost 
in the charge. 

The enemy from thence retreated, and attempted to reform at a dis- 
tance of some 200 or 300 yards, but the charge first ordered was not in 
the least checked, and they were again repulsed, with but little loss upon 
our part. Then ensued a running fight for some distance, until the 
enemy were driven out of sight before us. We continued our march in 
quick time in the direction indicated, and, coming in sight of the enemy 
in large force formed behind some woods, skirmishers were immedi- 
ately thrown out. My regiment, by exhaustion, wounded, and killed, 
had been reduced to about 120 men. Soon the skirmishers began a 
brisk fire, and the order charge” was given, and my regiment, in con- 
nection with the regiment on my left, advanced into the woods under 
the most fearful fire of infantry, which they repulsed, and continued the 
charge until they advanced in range of the cross-fires of three of the 
enemy’s batteries, planted at a distance of some 300 or 400 yards from 
us. In this precarious condition we kept the enemy — so vastly superior 
im numbers, and aided, as they were, by artillery— in check, repulsing 
one charge upon us, and kept up a continued fire until ordered to fall 
back, which order was executed, and we reformed at a distance of half 
a mile. At this juncture men were never more exposed and suffered 
less. Each man acted well his part; each commanding officer of com- 
panies, as well as field, was at his post cheering his men, and each pri- 
vate conducting himself with such heroism as to inspire all around with 
courage. 
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Too much cannot be said in commendation of men who suffered with 
heroic patience the galling fire of the enemy in this last charge, when 
their only help visible was the small regiment on my left, reduced in 
like proportion to my own, in the face of an enemy ten times their num- 
ber, supported, as they were, with the large batteries. 

For a report * of the killed and wounded, I refer you to report pre- 
viously made. 

J. L. CAMP, 

Colonel, Commanding Fourteenth Texas Cavalry Begiment. 

General [M. D.] Ectoe, 

Commanding First Brigade. 


No. 287. 


Report of Col. Julius A. Andrews, Fifteenth Texas Cavalry {(tisniounted). 


Neae Shelbytille, Tbnn., 

Janua/ry 10, 1863. 

Sib : I claim your indulgence in submitting the following report of 
operations of the Fifteenth Texas Begiment (dismounted cavalry) during 
the recent engagement before Mnrfreesbordugh, Tenn., commencing on 
December 29, 1862, your brigade, in connection with the balance of Maj. 
Gen. J. P. McOown’s division, having been moved from Beadyville, 
Tenn., to the left wing of General Bragg’s army on Monday, December 
29, instant [ultimo] : 

On my arrival on line of battle, I deployed my regiment, as directed 
by yourself, as skirmishers, covering the entire front of the brigade. 
My regiment numbered at the time 313 men, rank and file. The en- 
emy failing to advance on our line of battle on Monday, the 29th instant 
[ultimo], the Fifteenth Begiment remained inactive during the day. My 
men were rallied after being relieved by a picket guard under command 
of Col. John C. Burks, of Eleventh Texas, at 8 p. m., at which time I 
resumed my position in line on the extreme left of the brigade, where 
I remained until ordered to advance with the brigade on Wednesday 
morning. However, a portion of the day on Tuesday, 30th instant 
[ultimo], we were under fire of artillery, which resulted in no damage 
to my command, as we were sheltered by a rail fence. The firing 
ceased about sundown; the night passed quietly ; the weather rather 
inclement. 


On Wednesday morning at 4 o’oclock my regiment was awakened and 
■ordered to be in line of battle at 5 o’clock, which order was promptly 
obeyed. We remaiued in line until 6.30 o’clock, at which time we were 
ordered to move forward. The enemy, having advanced the evening 
before within 600 yards of our line, stationed their batteries opposite the 
right and center of the brigade. I advanced about 200 yards with my 
regiment in line of battle with the brigade, at which point the command 
charge” was given. My regiment charged about 100 yards, which 
brought them in range of the enemy. We then opened fire on them, still 
continuing the charge, routing and driving the enemy before us for about 
6 miles, killing and wounding and capturing numbers of them, after 
which timewe were halted for rest and ammunition for about fifteen 
minutes. We were then ordered to advance, which we did (inclining to 
the nght on the march), crossing the pike (the name of which I do not 
know), passing through woods and fields until we had advanced 1 J miles 


Embodied in No. 191, p. 681. 
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farther. I was then ordered to deploy skirmishers covering the front of 
my regiment. I obeyed the order as promptly as possible. After ad- 
vancing 300 yards farther, the skirmishers which had been deployed 
came in contact with the enemy. My regiment continued to advance, 
which soon brought us up to the position occupied by my skirmishers, 
at which time we found ourselves under a heavy fire of musketry. The 
enemy being ambuscaded in a hedge of cedars, rendered it impossible to 
open an effective fire on them. My regiment continued to advance until 
we arrived at a rail fence, which was 100 yards from the front of my reg- 
iment at the time the enemy opened fire on my skirmishers, and about 
40 yards from the hedge of cedars. We soon arrived at the fence and 
passed over it, at which time I gave the command “ charge.” My regi- 
ment charged, driving the enemy promptly before them out of the hedge. 
We continued the charge for about 100 yards, which brought us some 
distance beyond the hedge in an open woods. The front of my regiment 
by this time was unmasked by the enemy’s infantry, having driven them 
to our left. A heavy cannonading quickly ensued from masked batteries, 
stationed about 150 yards distant, and opposite the right of my regiment 
and the left of the Fourteenth Texas Eegiment, commanded by Colonel 
[ J. L.] Camp. The fire of shot, shell, and grape being so terrific, I ordered 
my regiment to stand, which they did. We were at this time under a 
heavy fire of musketry and artillery, my regiment, in conjunction with 
Colonel Camp’s, having halted and held the enemy in check for about 
fifteen minutes. I at this time discovered that the two regiments com- 
posing the right of the brigade had been separated, from some unknown 
cause, from my regiment and Colonel Camp’s. I cautioned my regiment 
to stand fast and continue the fire. I approached General M. D. Ector, 
who was stationed at the time in the rear of the center of my regiment, 
cheering my men on. I asked him where the balance of the brigade was. 
He replied he did not know. I then remarked to him it was impossible 
for my regiment and Colonel Camp’s to contend against a brigade of 
infantry and the artillery, too, as our regiments were comparatively 
small. He then remarked, “ We had better give back.” I then re- 
turned to my command and ordered them to give back, the booming of 
cannon and musketry being so terrific at the time that it was impossible 
for my voice to be heard only by those who were near me. However, 
the men who heard the command obeyed it, which was discovered by 
the men up and down the line ; also by the left of Colonel Camp’s regi- 
ment, which caused both regiments to fall back in as good order as pos- 
sible, under the circumstances- We retired the same route we advanced 
until we arrived in the woods, about 700 yards distant. We were then 
halted by General M. D. Ector in line and ordered to rest. 

It was now about 2 p. m. We remained at this point about one hour, 
at the end of which time the Tenth and Eleventh Eegiments joined us. 
We were then moved to the right and rear of this point, where we halted, 
the operations of the day in which my regiment was engaged having 
ceased. It was now New Year’s night, and as we were fatigued from 
the toils of the day, we were permitted to rest undisturbed. The dawn 
of a new year soon hovered over us. We found ourselves stationed 
about 750 yards in front of the enemy’s line of battle. The ground 
being covered with rock and fallen trees suitable for a breastwork, the 
men soon appropriated them for that purpose, anticipating an attack 
from the enemy. The breastwork being completed, every man was at 
his post awaiting the advance of the enemy. The enemy did not advance. 

The day passed off quietly until 4.30 p. m. ; the enemy at this time 
opened fire with artillery, endeavoring to shell us from our position, the 
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effects of their guns proved to be of no avail. The firing ceased about 
dark. Our inckets were stationed about 150 yards in front of the breast- 
work, frequently exchanging shots with the pickets of the enemy 5 with 
this exception, the night passed off quietly. 

It was now January 2 . We still held our position during the day, 
unmolested, until, about 7 p. m., the enemy renewed their fire, shelling 
the woods for about half an hour, but all to no effect. We still held our 
position until about 1 a. m., at which time we retired from our position, 
also the line of battle. 

It was now January 3 ; the operations of my regiment in the battle 
before Murfreesborough ceased. It is with regret that I announce the 
casualties of my regiment to be as follows, viz : 5 killed, 32 wounded, 
and 5 missing. 

With due deference to the Fifteenth Texas Eegiment, I will take the 
liberty of stating that every officer, non-commissioned officer, and pri- 
vate behaved himself while in the recent engagement with honor to him- 
self and country, as I never saw one of'them falter. They were all at 
their post of duty, ready and willing to obey any command that might 
be given them, and never giving one inch of ground to the enemy until 
they were ordered. I therefore claim for them the name of being true 
and brave Confederate soldiers. I will here take pleasure in stating 
that Maj. W. [E.] Estes, of my regiment, was always at his post in the 
discharge of the duties of his position with honor and credit to himself 
and regiment, at the same time winning for himself the name of a true 
and brave soldier. Adjt. George M. Lindsay conducted himself during 
the engagement with much calmness, which has accomplished [com- 
manded] the admiration of his brother officers and soldiers. Also 
8 ergt. Slaj. Luther A. Williams, who was always in the front rank 
sharing the fate of a battle. The action of the different officers of my 
command would not permit of any distinction, for I feel assured and am 
proud to say that all of them discharged their duties in a manner be- 
coming them as officers. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JULIUS A. ANDREWS, 

Colonel^ Comdg, Fifteenth^ Texas Begt. Dismounted Cav, 

Brig. Gen. M. D. Ectoe, 

Comdg. First Brigade^ Second Division^ Army of Tennessee. 


No. 288. 

Beport of Gapt. James P. Douglas^ Texas Battery. 

Abtillbey Camp, 

Fear Shelbyville, Tenn,^ January 9, 1863. 

SiE: In obedience to special orders from brigade headquarters, it be- 
comes my duty to make a report of the operations of my battery in the 
recent battles before Murfreesborough. I therefore submit the folio win g : 

On the morning of December 31, [1862,] I received orders through 
Capt. George M. Mathes, chief of artillery of McCown’s division, to 
move to a position in rear of the division, tvhich I accordingly did. Sub- 
sequently, about sun-up, I was ordered to advance toward the enemy’s 
lines, and as soon as practicable join my brigade. I ordered the battery 
lorward immediately and rode rapidly in advance to a scertain the posi- 

appears subsequently ou Texas register as the Thirty-second Texas 
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tion of the troops. After riding to the point where the enemy’s first 
battery was captured, I found that the brigade had driven the enemy, 
and was advancing rapidly. I returned to the battery and put my horses 
to their best speed, to assist in holding the advanced position obtained. 
When I arrived within 150 yards of the captured battery (my battery 
being at its best speed), I discovered a large body of Federal infantry 
drawn up in line in front of the position occupied by the captured guns, 
and about 125 yards from my lead team. I immediately halted the bat- 
tery and gave the command, Front into line.” While this was [being] 
executed, I discovered that the enemy did not know whether I was friend 
or foe. 1 therefore gave the command, “Left oblique and action front,” 
thus bringing my guns into position not bearing exactly on the enemy. 
During this time the enemy had unfolded and waved conspicuously the 
Stars and Stripes. As no time was to be lost, I ordered the gunners to 
commence firing with canister. The enemy, doubtless hearing my com- 
mand, opened a brisk fire, wounding 1 man and killing 3 horses and 
wounding 3. The cannoneers under the circumstances acted with great 
coolness, and in a moment threw a rapid and deadly fire into the enemy’s 
ranks. They stood but a few discharges, when they retreated in con- 
siderable disorder. 

In these rapid movements some of my horses had become entangled 
and broken their harness, and one of my caissons in running over a log 
had broken the pintle-pin. Some time was consumed in righting these 
things, during which time I was ordered to employ a iiortion of my horses 
in conveying the captured guns to the rear. 

By this time General Hai^ee arrived and ordered me to take a posi- 
tion 600 yards in rear of where the infantry was engaged, which 1 ac- 
cordingly did, remaining there until our lines had advanced consider- 
ably, when I moved forward in obedience to orders and took another 
position. While the battery remained in this position, I rode forward to 
the division and reported the position to General McCown. He ordered 
me to bring the battery forward to the Kolensville pike. I advanced to 
that point and took position on the extreme left, where I remained during 
the rest of the day. I remained bivouacked near this position during 
the night, and also on January 1 and 2, and until General McCown’s 
division was ordered to the Lebanon pike. 

During the protracted engagement every member of my command 
showed a willingness to do his duty. Lieutenants [J, H.] Bingham, 
[Benjamin] Hardin, and [M. L.] Fleishl, in command of their respective 
sections, were brave and efficient in the discharge of their duties. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

JAMES P. DOUGLAS, 

Ga^ptain, Commanding Battery, 

Oapt. 0. B. Kilgoee, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


No. 289. 

Reports of Col, Bolert B, Yance^ Twenty-ninth North Carolina Infantry^ 
commanding regiment and Second Brigade. 

, [1863.] 

[The following is a] report [of the operations of the] Twenty-ninth 
North Carolina Eegiment in [the] fight near Murfreesborough, Decem- 
ber 31, 1862 : 

On the morning of December 31. the redment, under mv command. 
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took its place in the line of battle on the left of the brigade (Eains^), 
which was the extreme left of General McOown’s division. Ten minutes 
after forming, the order to advance was given, which was done in good 
order until a lane half a mile from the point of starting was reached, 
when the enemy’s pickets were encountered, and a short but brisk firing 
commenced, without, however, retarding the progress of the command 
for one moment. The pickets fell back behind the cover of a field bat- 
tery of one brass piece (12-pounder howitzer), which the men, sweeping 
on, took before it could be got into position to open fire. Four of the 
gunners were captured at their guns, besides some other of the enemy’s 
vedettes, who were run down by our men in the chase, which had now 
extended to miles. Fot stopping at this gun longer than to send the 
prisoners to the rear, the regiment again pushed on (in its designated 
place in the brigade) for, perhaps, 2 miles farther, capturing meantime 
one six-mule team and wagon, loaded with ammunition, instruments of 
a brass band, kettle and bass drum, and one four-mule wagon, loaded 
with medical stores. Soon after, in passing through a dense oak wood, 
a battalion of the enemy’s sharpshooters were discovered lying on the 
ground some 50 paces in advance. They fired one volley into us, which, 
being promptly returned, they retired rapidly across a corn-field and 
into a thicket of cedars, where the enemy were posted in strong force. 
This thicket of cedars was so dense that it formed in itself a natural 
breastwork and protection to the enemy posted therein. Halting the 
regiment but a moment for the stragglers to close up, the command was 
given to drive them out, and the men commenced promptly to advance. 
He^e the struggle of the day took place. The enemy, sheltering them- 
selves behind the trunks of the thickly standing trees and the large 
rocks, of which there were many, stubbornly contested the ground inch 
by inch. Our brave boys, cheered on and led by their field, staff, and 
company oflBlcers, advanced through a very tempest of leaden hail and 
drove them pell-mell from the thicket into an open field beyond. Here 
the enemy’s batteries, on an eminence half mile beyond, began to play 
upon us. The men stood to their places amid this storm of shot and 
shell and grape and canister until it was ascertained that their ammu- 
nition was exhausted. Just at this moment, too, General Eains was 
seen to fall, and the news, running like wild-fire along the whole line, 
produced a temporary confusion, which induced the senior colonel of 
the brigade to order the command to fall back both to get ammunition 
and to shelter themselves from the enemy’s batteries, against which 
they could do nothing. 

During the engagement my horse was killed and Adjutant [John E.] 
Hoey’s shot under him. 

The regiment entered the fight with 300 men, but, from the long- 
continued chase, at least 50 fell out and were not in the fight in the 
cedars. We had 5 men killed, 46 wounded, and 5 missing, making a 
total of 56. ’ s, 5 

Some of the officers and men deserve especial mention for their dar- 
ing, gallantry, and good conduct upon the field, while all engaged did 
their duty. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

^ ^ . mBT. B. V.^OB, 

Colonel^ Commanding Twenty-ninth North Carolina Itegiment, 

Major [H. S.] Beadeoed, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters Second Brigade, 

Shelbymlle, Tenn.^ January 10, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit my report of the part taken in the 
battle of Murfreesborough on the 31st ultimo by the Second Brigade, 
McCown^s division. 

On the morning of the 31st, the brigade was formed in line at day- 
break, the Twenty-ninth North Carolina Eegiment having just arrived 
from McMinnville, Tenn. The command forward ” was soon given, and 
the whole command promptly sprang forward, soon taking the double- 
quick step, which was kept, under the direction of General Bains (who 
gallantly led his troops forward), until arriving at a lane, where we en- 
countered the enemy^s pickets, who fired upon us and fled. One man 
in the Twenty-ninth North Carolina was killed in the first fire. Crossing 
the fences, the double-quick was taken again, the enemy^s skirmishers 
continuing to retreat rapidly before our shouting and triumphant troops. 
The charge was continued for about the distance of 3 miles, when the 
command was halted, the left flank resting on a creek. Here the strag- 
glers were gathered up and the brigade reformed. 

During the charge the Twenty -ninth North Carolina Eegiment cap- 
tured one 12-pounder howitzer, one six-horse wagon laden with ammu- 
nition, and one medical wagon, while the ^nners were driven fi?om a 
battery on the right of Colonel Stovall, Third Georgia, and the pieces 
sent to the rear. The charge was so rapid that time was not afforded 
to ascertain the number of pieces thus sent back, as the command was 
not halted for a moment. 

After resting for a short time, the command was moved some distance 
by the right flank, then moved by the front through several fields into 
a grove of oaks. 

At this point the brigade was changed somewhat. Colonel Stovall, 
Third Georgia [Battalion], was placed on right ; Major [J. T.j Smith, 
Ninth Georgia, next; then Colonel Vance, Twenty-ninth North Caro- 
lina, leaving Colonel [G. W.j Gordon, Eleventh Tennessee, on left. In 
this manner we advanced, encountering the enemy in force in a few 
moments. He delivered one fire and fell back in confusion, our boys 
pushing on with enthusiasm, charging through the forest, and driving 
the enemy pell-mell before them. The enemy formed again on a slight 
elevation in our front, from which they were soon driven into a cedar 
thicket, and from thence finally into a large field under cover of their 
guns, a heavy battery of which opened on us at once with shell, grape, 
and canister, while the enemy’s infantry rallied and opened fire from 
two or three heavy lines of battle. _Here was the straggle for the day, 
and a hard one it was. Almost immediately after this hard contest be- 
gan our gallant and noble brigadier-general (James B. Eains) was shot 
through the heart, falling dead from his horse. Still, the troops fought 
on, though the fall of so daring a leader necessarily produced consider- 
able confusion. Owing to the dense cedar thicket through which we 
were charging, the Third and Ninth Georgia Battalions got separated 
from the Twenty-ninth North Carolina and Eleventh Tennessee, on the 
extreme right. From the reports of Colonel Stovall and Major Smith, I 
learn that these gallant commands were hotly engaged in front and on 
the right flank, being subjected to an enfilading fire. They drove the 
enemy from his position, and, finding the line falling back, joined it and 
reformed in the oak woods. They subsequently obtained position on 
the right of GeneralJohnson’s brigade, and continued there until placed 
in the new line of battle near the cedar swamp, and were kept in line 
until Friday night, January 2, having occasional skirmishes with the 
enemv in front. 
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In the mean time the Twenty-ninth !North Carolina and Eleventh Ten- 
nessee, after continuing the engagement for some time, found their am- 
munition exhausted, and accordingly retired to get supplied and to 
recover the line fully. Here again the Twenty-ninth [NTorth Carolina] 
and Eleventh Tennessee became separated, as, through a mistake, the 
commands went to different points for ammunition. From [Lieuten- 
ant]-Colonel [William] Thedford’s report (Colonel Gordon having been 
wounded in the cedar thicket), I learn that after getting the cartridge- 
boxes filled they w’ent in with General Liddell’s brigade and sustained 
heavy loss in a severe action, capturing several pieces, w^hich they were 
compelled to abandon for want of support. 

The Twenty-ninth North Carolina also returned to the field, and were 
ordered to attack a brigade of the enemy which was trying to flank Gen- 
eral McNair. The command moved across the open field, being ex- 
posed to a raking fire from the enemy’s battery near by ; but meeting 
General McNair’s brigade coming out, the command was ordered to join 
it, which it did in the woods to the rear, where they were also joined by, 
the Eleventh Tennessee. 

Eeceiving orders to obey the orders of Colonel Harper, I joined my 
two regiments to General McNair’s brigade, and we were moved on the 
new line of battle, constituting General McCown’s right, on General 
Cheatham’s left. Here we lay in line of battle until Friday night, Jan- 
uary 2, occasionally skirmishing in front and constantly expecting the 
attack to be renewed. 

From the report of First Lieut. W. A. McDufiSe, Eufaula Light Ar- 
tillery, I learn that his battery was engaged with the enemy for an hour 
on December 30, and that he was then ordered to take position in front 
of his own (Second) brigade (he having been supporting Eobertson’s 
battery), but could not do so for want of ammunition, which w^as sup- 
plied during the night. 

On Wednesday (Slst) he was ordered to the front, and took position 
near the Nolensville pike, but was not engaged ; Second Lieutenant [ W. 
J.] McKenzie was ordered to take position with two pieces on the ex- 
treme left, with General Buford. Here he was engaged on the 31st for 
two hours, co-operating with General Wheeler’s cavalry. The report 
speaks highly of the conduct of the men. 

From all that I saw, and have since heard, of the conduct of the troops 
on the field, I feel that I cannot speak too highly of them. The ground 
charged over first and last was quite 5 miles, and the time occupied in 
the charge three and three-quarters hours. 

The field and staff officers of the different commands, and the brigade 
staff officers, behaved nobly, and have surely merited high favors at the 
hands of their country. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to speak further of General Rains. His 
gallantry and daring exposure of himself was certainly not surpassed 
upon the field. Peace to his ashes. 

As coming under my own eye, I beg to mention Adjt. J. E. Hoey, of 
the Twenty-ninth North Carolina, who behaved with extraordinary 
courage upon the field, encouraging the men by word and deed. 

Several officers had their horses killed. 

For the casualties* of the command I refer you to report of killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

Respectfully submitted. , ^ YANOB, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade, Army of Tennessee, 

Major [H. S.] Bradford, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Embodied in No. 191, p. 681. 
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1^0. 290. 

Report of Lieut. Col. M. A . Stovall, Third Georgia Battalion. 

, 1863. 

[I have the honor to submit the following] report of the engagement 
of the Third Georgia Battalion with the enemy on December 31, 18G2 : 

On the morning of December 31, [1862,] the troops of our brigade were 
called up and ordered to remove the fence which had concealed us the 
d^iy before to avoid the enfilading fire of artillery to which we had been 
subjected. This was finished just as day began to dawn. The men lay 
under cover of the line of fence until objects became distinctly visible. 
The command forward” was now given, and the Third Georgia Battal- 
ion moved rapidly about 300 yards, when double-quick ” ran along the 
line, and with a yell the whole sprang forward. We received the fire 
of the enemy’s pickets, who fled. If there was any line of the enemy 
in front of the Third Georgia Battalion they fled without firing, and we 
swept entirely around that which was in front of Ector’s and McNair’s 
brigades. The whole force now opposed to our battalion fled in con- 
fusion, and we pursued them with a running fire for 3 miles, to their aban- 
doned encampment. Here the line of battle, which had been broken, 
was reformed, and we moved rapidly by the right flank several hun- 
dred yards, then again by the left flank, our line of battle sweeping 
around to the pike. Crossing this, my battalion moved in advance of 
the remainder of the division, who had halted for ammunition. Soon 
after entering the wood we came upon a regiment and skirmishers, who 
had been engaged with the enemy. Passing the skirmishers, we found 
their line posted in a hollow. Though we had killed several in the pur- 
suit, here our fighting began. We delivered our fire at a distance of 
150 yards or less, killing many. At the word the battalion sprang for- 
ward down the hill, while the enemy scampered away up another and 
halted, and began a galling fire from under cover of a ledge of rocks 
and cedar thicket. The enemy in front of the Ninth and Eleventh find- 
ing no such cover, continued to give way, and while the Ninth and 
Eleventh swept forward my battalion was checked for a moment. We 
soon, however, forced our position directly in our front, and when we 
moved up to occupy it we were subjected to a galling enfilading fire on 
our right. The attention of our right wing being directed to this an- 
noying force of the enemy, they were soon driven off. Our men were 
rallied and formed among the rocks, and we moved by the left flank 
toward the cedar swamp, where the fire was the hottest. Here we met 
our lines retiring in confusion before a destructive fire of artillery. We 
filed out of the woods, in order, to the top of the hill, where we first fired 
upon the enemy. Here we made a stand, until Polk’s brigade was ral- 
lied, when we marched out into the field and allowed Cleburne’s division 
to pass. Here we rested a few minutes to procure ammunition, and 
by order of General Cheatham marched again to the front. Finding 
myself entirely alone with 300 men, it was deemed imprudent to make 
an unsupported attack upon the enemy. 

General Johnson’s brigade came up about 2 p. ni., and, having obtained 
his permission, we took position on his right and cO-operated with him 
uhtil 4 p. m., when we again learned McCown’s division was near the 
place we fought first in the morning. We rejoined the division and re- 
mained until night in line of battle. For the casualties, I respectfully 
refer you to the list* already furnished. 

M. A. STOVALL, 

Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Third Georgia Battalion. 
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No. 291. 

Report of Maj* Joseph T. S'inith^ Ninth Georgia Battalion* 

Camp neae Shelbyville, Tenn., ^ 
January 9, 1863, 

SiE : I have the honor herewith to transmit a report of the part taken 
by my command in the late battle of Muifreesborough. 

On the evening of December 30, 1862, we took up our position in line 
of battle on the left wing of the army, and soon after doing so the action 
commenced to our right. The position we had taken was such as to 
bring us directly within range of the enemy’s artillery, and, though in 
open ground, no casualty occurred during the evening. 

At a very early hour on Wednesday morning, December 31, we were 
under arms and informed by General Bains that we were to charge the 
enemy’s line. At about 6 am. we commenced the advance, the men 
befhg so eager for the fray that it was in a manner impossible to restrain 
them in order. , After advancing some 600 or 800 yards, we came upon 
the enemy’s pickets, who were fleeing in all directions. W e gave chase, 
and advanced so rapidly that we were at the enemy’s batteries before he 
was able to fire upon us. We pushed forward without waiting even to 
examine the batteries, and, after thus advancing at a double-quick a mile 
or more, were halted by General Bains and reformed. We here swung 
round to the right, and, crossing the Franklin pike, passed into a dense 
woods. Upon proceeding a short distance we came upon the enemy 
occupying a strong position, and successfully resisting the advance of 
our right for a few moments, after which they fled. During the mo- 
jnentary check of our right wing, the left of my command, finding but lit- 
tle resistance, still advanced, and thus became separated from my right. 
A company or more of the left of my command by this means pushed 
forward with the Eleventh Tennessee Begiment, which occupied a posi- 
tion to my left, and did not join me again during the day. Upon rout- 
ing the enemy from the clift of rocks where we first encountered them 
in the woods, we pushed forward in pursuit, but soon found ourselves 
confronted by the enemy’s batteries, very heavily supported by infantry. 
My command, at this time not numbering over 130 men, and having no 
ppport, were reduced to the necessity of falling back, which was done 
in tolerable order. The men being utterly exhausted, I ordered a rest, 
and proceeded to gather together my stragglers, and in the mean time, 
ascertaining that we were to form a new line of battle near where we 
then were, in company with Lieutenant-Colonel Stovall’s Third Georgia 
Battalion took our position in that line. At this place we remained until 
Friday night, January 2, having frequent skirmishes with the .enemy’s 
pickets, undergoing occasionally severe shelling from the enemy’s bat- 
teries. 

The conduct of my command, with some trifling exceptions, was 
worthy the highest praise. 

The list of casualties* has heretofore been furnished. 

The meagerness and incompleteness of this report must be accounted for 
by reason of my not having any facilities for writing vidth me at present. 

Ail of which is very respectfullv submitted. 

JOSEPH T. SMITH, 

_ ^ ^ Jfajor, Commanding Ninth Georgia Battalion. 

T. B. Thompson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Second Brigade. 
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1^0. 292. 

B^ort of Lieut Col. William TTiedford^ Eleventh Tennessee Infantry. 


, 1863. 

On Wednesday, at daylight, the Eleventh Tennessee Eegiment, Ool. 
G. W. Gordon commanding, was drawn np in line of battle on the left 
of General Eains^ brigade and of McCown’s division. We remained in 
this position with the Twenty-ninth l^orth Carolina Eegiment on the 
extreme left, when we were ordered to charge the enemy, stationed some 
800 yards in advance. The charge was led by General Eains in person, 
and resulted in a complete rout of the enemy, who were pursued for some 
3 miles. A halt was then ordered and the command reformed. After 
a short rest we were again ordered to advance in line until we encount- 
ered a large force of the enemy. A charge was immediately ordered, 
which was obeyed with alacrity, until the advance was checked by the 
enemy’s battery, which rained shot and shell into our ranks. Here Gen- 
eral Eains advanced to the front and was immediately killed. Colonel 
Gordon was severely wounded while gallantly leading his regiment, and 
the command devolved upon myself. The enemy opposed our advance 
with obstinacy, and being strongly re-enforced, and our ammunition 
failing, we retired to the rear. Collecting the scattered of the regiment 
and procuring ammunition, we again advanced to the front, and were a 
third time ordered to charge the enemy. As before, the men obeyed 
with a shout, and drove the enemy before them until they gained a strong 
natural position. Here the ground was hotlj^ contested until we were 
ordered to retire. Though constantly in line, the regiment was not again 
actively engaged. A large number of the regiment were engaged only 
in the first charge, in consequence of guarding the prisoners taken. 

The following is a list of the casualties.* 

Eespectfully, 

WM. THEDFOED, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Gomdg. Mev&ntli Begiment Tennessee Yols. 


Ko. 293. 

Be;port of Lieut. W. A. McDuffieyEuf aula Light Artillery. 

, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of my bat- 
tery of the late engagement before Murfreesborough : 

On [December] 30, [1862,] at 4 p. m., I engaged the enemy with four 
pieces, being ordered by General Eains to support Captain Eobertson’s 
battery. After an action of about an hour, I was ordered by General 
Eains to withdraw. I then received an order to go into position in the 
field occupied by the Second Brigade, but such ammunition as I could 
use having been expended, I was unable to comply. I was then ordered 
to retire beyond the range of the enemy’s guns, there to await ammuni- 
tion. It was supplied me during the night. ^ 

On the following morning I was ordered to the front, and took posi- 
tion hear the Wiensville road and was not engaged. 

* Nominal list, omitted, reports 8 men killed, 11 officers and 51 men wounded, and 
10 men missing; hut see No, 191, p. 681. 
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Second Lieut. W. J. McKenzie, on the 29th, was ordered by the chief 
of artillerv of General Bragg’s staff to report with two pieces to Gen- 
eral Buford, on the Salem road. He was engaged on the extreme left 
on the 31st at 3 p. m. He was in action about two hours and co-oper- 
ated with General Wheeler’s cavalry. 

The men, during the engagement, acted well. I expended 213 rounds 
of ammunition. , ... 

My casualties are 1 corporal and 1 private wounded and 1 horse 

killed. .... 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. A. MCDUFFIE, 

First Lieutenant Fufaula Light Artillery. 
Acting- Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Beig-ade. 


Ko. 294. 

Be;poTt of Brig. Gen. F. McFair, G. S. Army^ commanding Third Bri- 

gade. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, 

In Gamp near Shelbyvillej Tenn.^ Januciry 10, 1863. 

Sir : Through you I have the honor to make the following report to 
the major-general commanding the division, of the action of my brigade 
in the late battle before Murfreesborough, on December 31, 1802 : 

In obedience to orders received from division headquarters at 7 p. m. 
on December 30, 1862, 1 formed my brigade in line of battle on the 
ground designated at that time. 

At 6 a. m. on December 31, 1 moved forward about 150 yards, and 
joined Brigadier-General Ector’s brigade on the right. We then moved 
forward together to meet the enemy, who was in force immediately in 
front of us. We had advanced but a short distance before the enemy’s 
pickets and sharpshooters opened fire upon us. At this point I cau- 
tioned my brigade to reserve their fire and push forward. I had ad- 
vanced but a short distance when the fire became general along the 
line, indicating that we were near the enemy in position ; and at that 
moment he opened* upon us with a six-gun battery a most terrific fire 
of shell and grape shot. I then ordered a charge, which was responded 
to with alacrity and good will. It was but a moment until his battery 
was ours, his long line of infantry routed and dispersed, and the strong 
position which he held in security but a moment before covered with 
his dead and wounded. My command continued to pursue the enemy 
for three-quarters of a mile, pouring a destructive fire into his broken 
and scattered ranks, strewing the ground with his killed and wounded. 
At this point, discovering that the support on my right had not come up 
as expected by me, and the enemy having thrown a heavy force partly 
in my rear, their sharpshooters having already commenced to fire ui)on 
my wounded men, I halted my brigade and moved them to the rear by 
the flank, for the purpose of protecting my wounded men. After having 
moved but a short distance, I discovered Brigadier-General Liddell ad- 
vancing with his brigade on my right, thus obviating any further move- 
ment on my part in the direction in which I was then moving. I then 


Nominal list omitted. 
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immediately wheeled my brigade, thus changing my front and joining 
Brigadier-General Liddell on his ikt. Again I ordered a forward move- 
ment, pushing the enemy back upon his center in a direction due north 
from that point. Here a heavy skirmish commenced with fresh forces 
of the enemy, supposed to be about one division ; they were driven from 
every position for the distance of half a mile. Here they took position, 
protecting themselves behind a rail fence to the right-oblique of my 
line of battle. The enemy had already engaged General Liddell’s bri- 
gade, on my right, holding them in check and pouring a destructive 
tire into their ranks. Discovering his critical position, I immediately 
ordered a forward movement, and had to advance across an open field 
a distance of about 400 yards. Again I directed my brigade to reserve 
their fire, which was done, until we had advanced within about 300 
yards. Though the enemy poured a heavy fire upon my line from be- 
hind their cover, yet not a man faltered, but pushed forward with the 
stern determination of veterans. Here I ordered a charge, and, as be- 
fore, officers and men seemed to vie with each other in performing acts 
of gallantry, and one simultaneous shout rent the air. The enemy, made 
bold by his front being protected by the fences, held his position with 
more tenacity than usual; but the terrific fire poured upon his ranks, and 
the velocity with which my men charged, drove him from his position 
in confusion, thus relieving Brigadier-General Liddell’s brigade, which 
was already faltering under the heavy fire of the enemy, thus for the 
second time driving the foe from his choice and strong position. This 
was perhaps the hardest contested engagement of the day. Here my 
loss in killed and wounded was heavy, though small compared wfith that 
of the enemy. 

Without halting, I pursued the enemy through an open field, pouring 
a deadly fii*e into their disordei'ed ranks for half or three-quarters of a 
mile, until I arrived at another fence in front of a dense forest. Fearing 
an ambuscade, and at the same time finding the men were out of ammu- 
nition, I ordered a halt and rested the men in rear of a fence, at the same 
time ordering up the ammunition train, which arrived in due time, and 
proceeded to replenish the cartridge-boxes. 

At this place, general, as you are aware, having become exhausted 
(my health having been bad for several days previous), 1 was unable to 
remain longer upon the field, and placed Col. E. W. Harper, of the First 
Arkansas Mounted Eiflemen (dismounted), in command of the brigade, 
and most respectfully refer you to his report for the farther action of 
the brigade upon that day. 

In regard to the casualties of the brigade — as already reported, killed 
42, mortally wounded 6; killed, wounded, and missing 427 — I am happy 
to report that a very large proportion of the wounds are slight, and most 
of the men will report for duty very soon. 

And here, general, I beg leave to call your attention to the surgeons 
of my brigade. Surg. W. L. Gammage, with the limited means at his 
disposal, did all that could be done to relieve the sufferings of the 
wounded men. The regimental surgeons, with their assistants, proved 
themselves worthy of the high and responsible positions they occupy. 
By their united efforts, with the assistance of the infirmary corps, not 
one wounded man was left uncared for during the night. 

As you are aware, general, we turned the right wing of the Federal 
army,* driving them 4 miles or more, taking one brigadier- general 
(Wi’llich) prisoner, a large number of officers of the line, and privates 
innumerable, capturing fourteen pieces of artillery, caissons, and ord- 
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nance stores, also a great quantity of small-arms and camp equipage^ 
all of which, I presume, was collected by the proper persons. 

For the action of Captain Humphreys’ battery I beg leave to refer you 
to his own report, as he w'as detached from the brigade during the day, 
and consequently did not come under my observation ; but I feel assured 
that the gallant Captain Humphreys and his company were not found 
wanting on this occasion. 

I most respectfully ask leave to call your attention to the officers com- 
posing my staffi: Capts. B. E. Foote (assistant adjutant- general), and W. 
C. Carrington (aide-de-camp), always at their posts, rendered me valua- 
ble assistance during the day. 

Mr. James Stone, my volunteer aide, has placed me under lasting 
obligations for his active assistance. 

To Major [S. H.] Mulherrin, acting commissary of subsistence, much 
credit is due for his continual attention to his department, which admin- 
istered so much to the comfort of the men. 

Maj. W. H. Eltsner, assistant quartermaster, was at his post as usual, 
keeping the train in proper order. 

My little orderly (volunteer King) and his white pony were present, 
doing ail that he could to complete the victory. 

Though contrary to my usual custom, I beg leave to call your atten- 
tion to the field officers of my brigade. It has been my fortune to be 
present at many a hard-fought battle, but never have I witnessed such 
deeds of moral courage and gallant daring as were displayed by the field 
and company officers of the line during the entire day. I forbear to 
mention names, for each seemed to vie with the other in deeds of gal- 
lantry, but one I must mention. That one is Maj. L. M. Ramsaur, First 
Arkansas Mounted Rifles. He was severely wounded in the last charge 
made upon the enemy’s stronghold. To him much is due for the gallant 
charges of the day. 

To officers and men I am indebted for the success of my command. 
Our country and the glorious cause we are engaged in can never suffer 
while defended by such gallant spirits. 

To the friends of the dead it is enough for them to know that they 
baptized their country with their blood and gave their bodies a willing 
sacrifice upon the altar of liberty. Their gallant spirits have taken 
their flight to that land where the claslj of arms and the shock of battle 
are unknown. 

I am, major, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. MoNAIR, 

Brigadier-General^ Gomclg, Third Brigade^ McGown's Division. 

Maj. H. S. Beadfokd, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ko. 295. 

B^orts of GoL Bobert W- Rarper^ First Arkansas Mounted Bifles^ com- 
manding regiment and Third Brigade. 

Janttaby 10, 1863. 

Sib : Brig. Gen. E. McKair being compelled to leave the field on ac- 
count of severe indisposition, the command devolved upon me, and, as 
soon as our cartridge-boxes were replenished, I moved forward in con- 
junction with Brigadier-General Ector, commanding Texas Brigade. I 
was ordered to swing around my left, making the right a pivot, which 
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changed my front from a north to a northeasterly direction. This change 
of front threw the left of the division nearer to" the euemy^s line, which 
appeared afterward to run east and west, and, approaching a dense 
thicket of cedars, I ordered skirmishers to he thrown rapidly forward, to 
prevent anything like an ambuscade to our already jaded troops. Almost 
simultaneously that my skirmishers entered the thicket, Ector^s brigade, 
on our left, became warmly engaged, and I received a message from him 
by Major [F. M.] Spencer, urging me to press forward as rapidly as pos- 
sible. !No time was now to be lost, as the enemy had evidently made 
this their last stand-point, and had opened upon us with artillery and 
musketry. Almost simultaneously with General Ector’s request, I re- 
ceived an order from the major-general commanding to charge the bat- 
teries. The order was immediately repeated to the command, and, 
flushed with success and buoyant with hope, they rushed forward to 
accopiplish more brilliant results. The growth through which the right 
was compelled to pass rendered it impossible to keep an unbroken line, 
but still they pushed forward. But the position proved too strong for 
the two gallant little brigades, the enemy having some five batteries in 
position, strongly supported by three long lines of infantry, and after 
one of the most brilliant charges that history records they were over- 
whelmed and compelled to fall back, not, however, until they had suc- 
ceeded in driving a large portion of the infantry from their position 
and compelling the gunners of at least one battery to retire. I should 
have mentioned, however, when the firing became heaviest, and I found 
that one or more batteries on our extreme right were severely enfilading 
us, that I sent Captain [Mr. James] Stone, of General McNair’s staff, 
and urged Major-General Cleburne or Brigadier-General Polk to move 
up rapidly on our right, so as to cover the enemy’s front and remove the 
galling fire from our flank. This movement, however, was not made in 
time to assist us, and after ten or twelve minutes of the severest fight- 
ing it has ever been my lot to witness we were compelled to fall back 
with very heavy loss. After rallying and reforming the brigade, they 
were allowed to rest under the crest of a hill some 500 or 600 yards 
from the scene of the late fighting, having been under a continuous fire 
for nearly seven hours, and having driven the enemy with impetuosity 
for 4J to 5 miles. 

The loss, which had been heavy in the three previous charges of the 
morning, was still greater at this point, our ranks being almost dec- 
imated before our troops could be forced to retire. Here fell, badly 
wounded, Maj. L. M. Eamsaur, commanding First Arkansas Eifles, 
while gallantly leading his regiment to the desperate charge. Major 
[James J.] Franklin, commanding Thirtieth Arkansas Volunteers, while 
cheering his soldiers to new deeds of daring, was severely wounded and 
fell into the hands of the enemy. 

We were permitted to rest here for three-quarters of an hour, when I 
was ordered to move by the right flank, and took position, in obedience 
to instructions, in a cedar brake, where the brigade remained in line of 
battle, without any noticeable casualties, until we were withdrawn. 

I cannot close without paying a tribute to the field oflcers and officers 
of the line, and the gallant spirits who compose their commands. Bach 
seemed to vie with the other in deeds of daring, and where all exerted 
themselves so strenuously it is impossible to discriminate. The color- 
bearers along the whole line more than once elicited my admiration by 
the steadiness with which the Bonnie Blue Flag was constantly borne 
in the front line. 

Capt. E. E. Foote, assistant adjutant-general, Third Brigade, has 
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placed me under many obligations for tlie promptitude with which he 
delivered all orders, regardless of danger; and James Stone, volunteer 
aide to Brigadier-General McKair, who was ever with me, several times 
bearing his orders through the heaviest of the fight, is entitled to the 
thanks of the commander and his country. 

I have the honor to be, major, your very obedient servant, 

E. W. HAEPEE, 

Colonel^ Comdg. Third Brigade^ McGoicn^s Division. 

Maj. H. S. Beadford, 

Assistant AdjutayiP General, McCoicn^s Division. 

January 10, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the regiment under my command in the battle before Mur- 
freesborough on December 31, 1862 : 

In obedience to the order received from the brigadier-general com- 
manding, the regiment moved up 150 yards from the rear, where it had 
bivouacked for the night, and took its position on the right of the bri- 
gade, then in line. A few minutes before 6 a. m. we were ordered for- 
ward, and moved on a line parallel with the road leading by Oowan^s 
house.^ About 6 o’clock our pickets became engaged, and soon after 
the tiring opened along the whole line of the regiment. On account of 
a field fence my two right companies were formed in the rear, and at 
this point we were severely enfiladed by the enemy’s sharpshooters, 
some 200 [yards] distant on our right. The order to charge was then 
given, and with impetuosity our men scaled the fence on our front, 
driving the enemy before them until we reached his encampment, which 
gave ample evidence of his want of preparation for a fight. Encamped 
as he was in a thick cedar brake, it would seem our progress must be 
impeded ; but nothing could withstand the fury of the onset. The en- 
emy’s lines were broken, and the rout, so far as tny observation reached, 
became general. 

Turning to the right in the direction of the pursued, we moved con- 
stantly at a double-Q[uick over field and brake, the dead and dying of 
the enemy but too plainly marking the tfack of the fleeing Abolitionists. 
It was at this point that young Clark D. Jenkins, a private of Company 
D, shot down a general oflicer, who was endeavoring to rally his scat- 
tered columns, supposed to be Major-General Sill, as his body was 
found soon afterward in a hospital near by. We had now driven the en- 
emy about IJ miles, when, finding a line of Federal infantry endeavor- 
ing to gain our rear, we halted and formed our line with the intention 
of cutting through his ranks to our main army, but the opportune ar- 
rival of Liddell’s brigade on our right relieved us. After a few moments’ 
ordered to move forward, my right resting on the left of 
Liddell s brigade. We continued to move to the front, when, Liddell 
becoming warmly engaged with a heavy force, who had concealed them- 
selves behind a fence, I was ordered to file right, move by the flank 
some loO paces, then by the left flank, and then received the order to 
charge. Forward rushed our gallant men, with the wild yell of an in- 
lunated soldiery, and for a few seconds the result seemed doubtful. 
Ihe enemy, almost securely posted, stubbornly held their ground, and 
It seemed as if once during the war our lines would clash in close com-- 
patu But again the intrepidity of our troops prevailed, and. when dis- 
tant only 50 or 7o yards, his lines gave way, and were soon thrown into 
utter confusion and terribly cut to pieces by our fire as they retreated 
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across an open field some 700 or 800 [yards] wide. Forward,’^ again 
was the order, and forward moved our unwavering lines, and in the 
face of heavy volleys that were poured in upon us from the opposite 
fence, and the raking fire of grape and canister from two sections of a 
battery posted in the field, we charged and took two pieces of artillery. 
It was here that Oapt. W. P. Campbell, acting major, was severely 
wounded in the leg, while gallantly urging his wing to the charge, and 
was compelled to leave the field. Here we were halted for a new sup- 
ply of ammunition, having exhausted all but 3 or 4 rounds out of 40 to 
the man, which is the best evidence of the severity of the contest. 

It was now 9.15 a. m. We had charged and driven the enemy with 
impetuosity for three and a quarter hours over not less than 34 miles of 
ground, captured and killed many field officers and officers of~the line, 
and privates without number, taken several pieces of artillery, while 
vast amounts of camp equipage and small-arms, &c., were left in our 
rear, which our patriotic soldiery passed by unheeded. 

A few moments served to replenish our ammunition, and we again 
moved forward 1 mile or more, when skirmishers were ordered to be thrown 
forward to a cedar brake from which we had been fired upon. Up to this 
time we had been advancing nearly due north, but, having made a half- 
wheel to the right, were moved nearly northeast. Here the extreme left 
of our division, being nearest the enemy’s line, became first engaged ; the 
order was given to charge the batteries strongly posted on an eminence 
beyond. Another thrill of excitement ran along the line, and another 
yell of stern defiance pealed forth as they moved rapidly to the new 
scene of slaughter. The enemy being stron gly posted, his flank batteries 
en Sclielon^ supported by three lines of infantry, the regiment after a 
most brilliant effort was compelled to fall back after being nearly deci- 
mated. Here fell, most severely wounded, and, I fear, mortally, Maj. 
L. M. Eamsaur, acting lieutenant-colonel. He was gallantly leading 
the regiment in the charge, and had well nigh succeeded in driving the 
enemy from one of his batteries. We had now been under heavy fire 
almost continuously six and three-quarters hours ; had driven the enemy 
from his extreme left to his center, "and our jaded troops were reformed 
and allowed to rest under the crest of a hill for an hour or so, when we 
were again moved by the right flank half a mile and took position in a 
cedar brake, where we remained, in line, without any serious casualties 
until we were withdrawn. 

My loss, in addition to the two field officers already named, is severe j 
but i am happy to add that the wounds are, for the most part, slight and 
not likely to render them unfit for active duty hereafter. The whole loss 
in killed, wounded, and missing is 90, as already furnished in my official 
report, which I ask may be taken as a part of this. 

Where all exerted themselves and gave such evidences of individual 
heroism, it is impossible for a commander to discriminate. I must, how- 
ever, [mention] Color-bearer Gotten, who always moved with unfalter- 
ing step in the front rank. 

Our surgeons are also entitled to be mentioned for the promptness 
with which our wounded were cared for ) and I conclude by saying that, 
whatever fate betides the First Arkansas Eifles in future, their actions 
on this day have shed imperishable glory on them and their cause. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant, 

E. W. HAEPEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding First ArJcansas Eifles, 

Oapt. E. B. Foote, 

Asst, Adjt, Oen,j Third Brigade^ McCown^s Division, 
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I am indebted to Maj. J. T. Smith for his valuable assistance through 
the entire day. 

I regret to report that Adjt. 0. W. Woods was dangerously wounded 
in the first engagement in the morning, and I was thus deprived of his 
valuable services for the remainder of the day. 

Our loss in killed, wounded, and missing is 119, as already exhibited 
in my official report, which I ask to be considered as a part of this re- 
port. I am happy to report that many of the wounds are slight. 

I am indebted to my regimental surgeon for his untiring and efficient 
services in his attendance to the wounded. 

Through the entire day the officers and men of my command deported 
themselves in a manner highly creditable to themselves and the noble 
cause they have espoused. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. A. WILLIAMSOlsr, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Comdg. Second Eegt. Arkansas Riflemen, 

The Adjutant-GtENERAl Third Brig., Second Div., 

Smith’s Corps, Army oe Tennessee. 


No. 297. 

Report of Col, H, G, Bunn, Fourth Arkamas Infantry, 

Camp near Shelbyvillb, Tenn., 

January 15, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by the Fourth Arkansas Eegiment in the battle of the 31st ultimo, 
before Murfreesborough : 

I have already submitted a report of the casualties* in my regiment, 
and deem it necessary only to refer to the general events of the day 
which came under my observation, and suph as were connected with the 
movements of my regiment. In submitting my report, I beg leave to 
say that, connected as I am and have been with the brigade, this re- 
port must be considered as one of events altogether peculiar to the 
regiment under my command. Throughout the entire day I moved 
with' the brigade, my regiment filling up an intermediate space in the 
same. 

At 6 o’clock On the morning of December 31, [1862,] in connection 
with the brigade, I moved my regiment forward to attack the enemy, in 
position 600 or 800 yards in our front. The general aspect of the ground 
over which we advanced was level corn-fields, with rail fences running 
at right angles and parallel to our lines. The enemy was in position in 
a dense thicket of cedar, the entrance to which was obstructed by a par- 
allel fence, rendering his position one of great advantage. His sharp- 
shooters fired upon us at long range, and continued to do so as we ad- 
vanced. Arriving within a short distance of his lines, and his artillery 
having opened upon us with grape and canister shot, we were ordered to 
charge the enemy, and did so with dispatch and good order, routing and 
driving him confusedly from the field, then covered with his dead and 
wounded. He left his artillery in his flight. • We pursued him near half 
a mile, but finding that we were far in advance of our main line, I was 
ordered to march back, reform, and prolong on the line to the left of 
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General Liddell, who was then advancing- The whole line moved for- 
ward, gently swinging to the right. AVe were engaged in a sharp run- 
ning skirmish fight over the space of a fourth of a mile, but at length 
halted to give the troops rest, sheltered by a rail fence. General LiddelPs 
brigade (Arkansas), on our right, and at this time 100 yards in our rear, 
were attacked by a large force directly in its front and behind a double 
row of fences. We were ordered to charge the enemy thus on our right 
and front, which we did with promptness, driving him from the field 
again, his right in great disorder. We moved forward across a field and 
then a wood, and were halted near a fence. The enemy was in some force 
on our right and front, but, giving him a scattering fire, he fled, and we 
crossed a field, and finally halted to wait until the ammunition could be 
brought up, the troops having already expended their 40 rounds. After 
supplying the troops with the requisite number of rounds of ammuni- 
tion, Ave again advanced, and, uniting with General Ector’s Texas bri- 
gade, oil our left, continued to advance, swinging our left around so as 
to make an angle of 40 ^ 'with our lines in the last engagement, and make 
an angle of nearly CO^ with our first line in the morning. It was evi- 
dent that we had turned the enemy’s right flank so far that our advance 
Vould now bring ns in contact with his center. It could plainly be seen 
that the center of onr army had gained but little ground during the day. 
It was still more evident that our extreme right had participated but 
little in the battle. The left had driven the enemy 5 miles, and changed 
the front of both armies. We moved forward through a wood which, at 
first, was clear of undergrowth, then a dense thicket of cedar trees and 
undergrowth, having to encounter now and then a rail fence. Soon the 
enemy’s artillery opened upon us a terrific fire of shell. Our orders 
were to take the battery. Owing to the obstacles we had to encounter, 
the lines were necessarily broken, but our advance was stead}^ until we 
arrived in full view of the enemy’s guns. At this juncture, a battery 
op our left, one to our front, one to the right of front, and one on the 
right, poured upon us a most murderous fire of grape and canister shot. 
The farthest could not have been more than 400 yards distant; the 
nearest not more than 100 yards. This last was supported by either 
three or four columns of infantry, which gave way as we advanced, al- 
though in rear of their artillery ; but it was impossible to maintain our 
position under the cross-fire of artillery. To advance and take the bat- 
tery in front would have placed us in a position to be raked without 
any means of defense, and being unsupported on our right. Onr ranks 
had been thinned during the day, and the troops were fatigued and 
worn out. We were then compelled to relinquish our attempt, and fall 
back to the woods in our rear. 

INo one who knows the nature of the ground and the great odds 
against which they had to contend, can reproach the gallant troops for 
giving way at this period. They had won the day, if, indeed, the day 
was ours. Too much praise cannot be given them for their conduct. 
Their retreat was their misfortune, and not their fault. 

We took little or no part in the battle after this, and I deem it unnec- 
essary to continue a report further. 

To th(^ notice of my superior officers I commend the gallant soldier's 
whom I have the honor to command, having no individuals to com- 
mend above others. The gallant men who have won laurels wherever 
and whenever they have been called to battle do not expect me to 
nonce particular individuals among* them. Were I to mention one for 
gallant conduct, I should have to mention all. 

My color-bearer (John B. Bryant) wavS wounded in the first engage- 
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luent, and Lieut. John Armstrong, Company D, bore the colors through 
the other engagements, but fell, mortally wounded, the last. Lieu- 
tenant [G. D.] Goodner then took the colors, and soon after was him- 
self wounded. Captain [John W.J Lavender bore the colors during the 
remainder of the day. I mention these names, not wishing to commend 
them above others, but to show how determined officers and men seemed 
to maintain the honor and integrity of their regiment. 

To my field officers, Lieutenant-Colonel [James H.] May and Major [J. 
B.] McCulloch, I am indebted for their efficient aid. 

To my only staff officer present (Sergeant-Major Johnson) I am in- 
debted for the promptness and dispatch with which every order was 
executed. 

I cannot give the names of all whose gallantry deserves notice. The 
captains and other officers of the line seemed to vie with one another in 
courage and gallantry. The men seemed to imbibe the spirit of their 
officers. 

I am, captain, your obedient servant, 

’ ’ H. G. 

Colonel^ Commanding Fourth Arlcansas Regiment. 

Capt. E. E. Foote, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.^ Third Brigade^ McGown^s Division. 


1^0. 298. 

Report of Capt. William A. Cotter y Thirtieth Arkansas Infantry. 

Camp near Bhelbyville, Tenn., 

January 10, 1863. 

Sir : In obedience to General Orders, No. 7, 1 have the honor to make 
the following report as being the part taken by this regiment in the en- 
gagement before Murfreesborough on December 31, 1862 : 

We were ordered into line about 6 o’clock on the morning of the 31st 
ultimo. Our strength was found to be 9 captains, 17 lieutenants, and 
240 privates. As soon as the brigade was^ formed we were ordered to 
move forward in the direction of where the enemy’s battery had been 
actively operating the afternoon before. After moving forward about 
400 yards at quick time, we came up in full view of the enemy’s line, and 
directly in front of one of their batteries. Here occasional firing along 
our [line] commenced and continued until we moved 50 yards farther, 
becoming more general as we advanced. This brought us within 100 
yards of the battery, when the command charge” was given, which 
command was enthusiastically responded to by the entire regiment, 
every one moving at a double-quick until our hands were upon the cap- 
tured guns. These we reached in advance of the brigade, inasmuch as 
we had the advantage in ground. The battery taken, we were now able 
to do most effective service, as the enemy were driven from the thicket 
on our right. We had an open fire upon them at close range; but while 
we were thus employed the enemy did not neglect to retaliate, for here 
we had th 43 commanders of seven companies cut down (3 killed and 4 
wounded), besides several lieutenants, the color-bearer, and many gal- 
lant privates. After pursuing the enemy for several huhdred yards, 
the men being very much scattered, a halt was ordered and the brigade 
reformed. 

About this time the enemy were seen advancing to our right upon one 
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of our batteries, and making some little demonstration, as if they had 
an idea of charging it. We "vrere immediately moved by the right^ flank 
sufficiently far to protect the battery, and then by the left flank in the 
direction of the enemy, who lay concealed in the corners of a cross-fence. 
Here again was the opportunity offered us for doing valuable service. 
As the brigade moved by the front, we were forced to cross the fence to 
the side on which the enemy lay watching our right wing. Here we 
fired on them at a distance not exceeding 40 yards before they discovered 
we had crossed the fence. Now was heard the second command, ‘‘ Charge 
their battery which command was as readily responded to as the first, 
and equally as successful in execution. We were called to a halt, and 
after forming in regular line moved forward several hundred yards farther, 
when another halt was ordered, for the purpose of recruiting our supply 
of ammunition. We were engaged at this when General McNair was 
forced to retire from the field, to the deep regret of us all. This being 
attended to, we moved on near a mile in the direction the enemy had 
retreated, when it was discovered that they had rallied and stood in line 
of battle in rear of a most powerful battery, which was planted upon a 
hill commanding the country for some distance on three sides, and which 
was also. supported by two small batteries, holding a cross-fire upon any 
advance by the front. When we arrived within 500 yards of this battery, 
the third command to charge that battery’^ was given. This, too, was 
responded to with a joyous shout and a rapid onward. All were fatigued, 
but all were willing, all were sanguine. But here we were disappointed, 
for it was here that we met with out first repulse. But it was unavoid- 
able on the part of our brigade, for by the time we had advanced to 
within 300 yards of the center battery the enemy began to pour in grape 
at such a murderous rate that it appeared little less than suicide to ad- 
vance farther. Still, some few, nothing daunted, determined to go on, 
and some did go to within 100 yards of the enemy’s stronghold. Among 
the rest was our gallant flag-bearer, whose hand was shot off and he 
was compelled to abandon his colors. It was under that battery that 
we sacrificed some of our noblest spirits — first of all our gallant major, 
J. J. Franklin. Knowing a second attempt upon this stronghold of the 
enemy to be altogether impracticable, we fell back near 1,200 yards, 
where we rallied our scattered men and moved forward again about 800 
yards. Here we were ordered to remain until nightfall. 

There were a number who acted most gallantly, reflecting more than 
ordinary credit upon the command to which they belong and their 
country, yet, lest 1 do some injustice by overlooking them, I forbear 
personating any. 

We pursued the enemy during the day about 4 miles ; the country 
over which we passed generally open and slightly undulating. 

WM. A. COTTBE, 
Commanding Thirtieth ArTcansas, 

[Capt.] E. E. Foote, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


No. 299. 

Report of Maj, J, A, Ross, Fourth Arhansas^ Battalion. 

Near Shelbttillb, Tenn,, January 10 , 1863 . 

I have the honor, through you, to make to the brigadier- general com- 
manding Third Brigade the following report of the part taken by the 



Chap. XZXa.] 


THE stone's EIYEE CAMPAION. 


955 


Fourth Arkansas Battalion in the battle of Murfreesborough, Tenn., 
fought on December 31, 1862 : 

Just at daybreak the battalion, in line of battle with the other regi- 
ments forming the brigade, moved upon the enemy. 

After marching across the field for some half mile to the fence, a brisk 
fire opened between the skirmishers in the cedar brake immediately in 
our front. 

At this time, observing a disposition among the men to fire at long 
range, I ordered them to hold their fire. The command moved briskly 
forward through the brush until within 100 yards of the enemy’s line 
of battle, when a most destructive fire was poured into the enemy’s 
ranks. After a short resistance, the enemy fled, leaving his dead and 
wounded and several pieces of artillery upon the field. I pushed for- 
ward the battalion in pursuit of the retreating foe, crossing a field and 
several fences. After crossing the last fence, our line of battle became 
disordered in getting through a very dense cedar thicket which inter- 
vened. Upon emerging from the thicket, I could only see a i)ortion of 
the left wing of the battalion. With this I continued to push forward 
in the original direction of the line of battle, and, uniting with the Second 
Brigade, under command of Brigadier-General Ector, pursued the flee- 
ing enemy for the distance of some 4 miles, until recalled by Oapt. E. 
B. Foote. Upon returning to the brigade, I learned that the right 
wing of the battalion, under command of Lieutenants [B. D.l McLaugh- 
lin and [ J. S.] Dougan, had assisted in a second brilliant ana successful 
charge. 

At this point the battalion was furnished with a fresh supply of ammu- 
nition, and again moved forward upon the enemy. The line swept for- 
ward through the forest for the distance of a mile, when it reached the 
foot of a ridge extending to the right and left as far as I could see, the 
side of which was covered with a dense undergrowth, in places almost 
impenetrable. Here the fires of three heavy batteries were opened upon 
us. hTothing daunted, the line moved steadily forward, halting and 
reforming twice in the midst of a shower of bursting shells, grape, and 
canister. When within 50 yards of the brow of the hSl the command was 
given to charge. It was most gallantly executed. The men, with an in- 
furiated yell, rushed to the top of the hill. A short, sharp contest ensued, 
when the enemy’s line of infantry began to give way ; but the enemy’s 
batteries, being entirely protected by the nature of their position, con- 
tinued to pour showers of grape and canister into our already more than 
decimated ranks. It was impossible for men to withstand such a fire 
from an unseen foe, and reluctantly the battalion with the rest of the 
brigade retired. 

This was the last action in which the battalion was engaged. After 
falling back some distance, the battalion reformed, moved farther to the 
right, and lay upon the battle-field during the night. 

It is with pride that I call attention to the fact that the men of my 
battalion took as deliberate aim as if icngaged in target practice, each 
shot telling with fearful effect, as will be seen by an examination of the 
ground occupied by the battalion during the engagement. Never be- 
fore have I seen such a reckless disregard of life exhibited. Where all 
fought so well comparison would be odious. 

In the first charge the flag-staff* .was shot in two and the right arm of 
Color-Sergt. Joseph E. Perry so paralyzed that the flag fell from his hand. 
Sergt. J. 0. Davis, of Company A, immediately snatched up the colors 
and bore them gallantly forward until Sergeant Perry recovered ftom 
the shock and resumed his position. 
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I herewith report the following list of casualties, to wit: 


GommEnd. 

Rilled. 

Wounded. 

fcc 

•S 

"ffl 

K 

s 

Gonjptiiiy A ,, ...-.....-.--r ... ... .................. 

3 

4 


OoiupfiDy n...... . 

1 

8 

5 

CoiupEiiy C 

1 

4 


Company E 

1 

7 


Trttal 

5' 

23 

5 






I have the honor to he, captain, your obedient servant, 

J. A. EOSS, 

Major Fourth Arlca7isas Battalion, 


Oapt. E. E. Foote, 

Assistant Adjiitant- General^ Third Brigade^ MoGown^s Division, 


Eo. 300. 

Beport of Capt, John T, Humphreys^ Arhansas 'battery. 

Camp neap Shelbyville, Tenn., 

January 10, 18G3. 

Sir : In obedience to orders, at daylight on the morning of December 
31, [1802,] my battery advanced to the position occupied the day previ- 
ous by Eobertsou^s battery. Your brigade, then advancing, engaged 
the enemy and was rapidly driving him back, I followed as closely as 
the nature of the ground would admit, but, turning to the right too sud- 
denly, became separated from your brigade, and, having advanced in a 
northern direction about 1 mile, engaged a battery of the enemy, a part 
of which was soon after captured by our advancing lines. I then passed 
through an interval in our infantry lines caused by our left swinging 
too far in that direction, and, taking position near Mr, Cowan’s house, 
some 3 miles from and northwest of our original lines, opened fire upon 
the enemy’s batteries, some 500 yards distant, in position on an eleva- 
tion equal to our own and partially concealed by a narrow skirt of tim- 
ber intervening between our position and his. The enemy’s guns (sup- 
posed to have been sixteen in number), then firing upon our infantry 
and other troops in his front, were immediately turned upon us with 
great precision and rapidity. We responded as fast as our guns could 
be served, and for more than half an hour drew the entire fire of all the 
guns on the opposite hill. Two of my guns were rendered useless by 
ammunition too large, and two others were, during the action, disabled 
by the enemy’s shot, one having a wheel shot off and otherwise injured, 
and the cannoneers of the other being in the same way disabled. Five 
horses were killed by an exploding shell. With two pieces (a 3-inch 
rifle and 6-pounder gun) we maintained the fight until our advancing 
lines were charging the enemy’s guns, when we were ordered to fall 
back, which we did, to a point some 300 yards in rear of that position. 
Eight men were disabled by wounds. 

During the engagem^t there were many acts of individual gallantry 
msplayed, some of which I beg leave to mention. Lieut. John W. 
En ers, when the cannoneers at a piece were disabled, seized the sponge- 
staft, and, calling others to his aid, filled the post of No, 1 with energy 
and determination. . ^ 
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First Lieut. William H. Gore was acting’ as gunner when he was 
knocked clown and wounded by a shell. He immediately rallied and 
called upon the men, wounded like himself, to rally to their work. 

Lieut. Oliver P. Eichardson, whose gallantry on the field of Eichmond, 
Ky., attracted the attention of General Churchill, commanded his sec- 
tion with ability. 

Lieut. Henry 0. Eiggin, after Lieutenant Gore was wounded, was 
intrusted with the command of that officer’s section, and rendered effi- 
cient service through the day. 

All the above-named officers in this engagement behaved with a gal- 
lantry and displayed a devotion to cause and country which should 
entitle them to the favorable consideration of the commanding general. 

First Sergt. William Shea was fearless and efficient. Ensign Came- 
ron, when a part of the fiag-stafl: was shot down, observed coolly that 
they were shooting a little close.” 

Private Samuel M. Tucker had a sponge-staff shot out of his hand, 
and by the same force he was knocked over, but immediately returned 
to duty. Private Joseph W. Adams was wounded in the foot and had 
his pantaloons torn off by an exploding shell. Dennis Corcoran was 
severely wounded in the neck by splinters from a shell, aiid reluctantly 
was compelled to leave the field. 

Duty Sergeants Thompson, Casey, Greer, Long, Brewer, and Burkett 
are all deserving of favorable mention for high courage and efficiency. 
In fact, to do ample and full justice I should have to mention every 
name on the company rolls. All were in trying positions, and suffice it 
to say that no men could have behaved better while subjected to a terrific 
fire of shot and shell which tore down trees like the whirlwind and scat- 
tered them like the lightning. 

Fortunately, while horses and guns were destroyed the men were pro- 
tected by the Giver of all victories.” It is to that power and the offi- 
cers and men mentioned and referred to that the success of this battery 
can be ascribed. 

Yery respectfully, 

JOHl^ T. HUMPHEEYS, 


Cajptmn Artillery, 

General E. MoINair, 

Gomdg, Third Brigade^ MeCown^s Division, Army of Tennessee, 


1^0. 301. 

Reports of Maj, Gen. Jos^h Wheeler, G, 8, Ay^my, Chief of Cavalry, in- 
cluding sMrmishes at and near La Yergne, Decmnber 26 and 30, and Jan- 
uary 1 ] at Stewart^s Creeh Bridge, December 27 j at Steicarfs Creelc, 
December ,2^] at W’iTIdnson^s Cross-Roads, December 29 5 at Coccus {or 
BloocPs) Sill, January 85 at Murfreesborough, January 4; on Man- 
chester pihc, January 5; at Mill Creeh Bridge, January near Nash- 
ville, January 12; and capture of transports, January 13, 14, and 17, 
and of construction train at Antioch, January 25, 

Headquarters Cavalry, 

Six miles from Murfreesborough, January 5, 1863—6 p. m. 
General : I left Murfreesborough last night, about 9 o’clock p. m., ^ 
having engaged the enemy betw^een Murfreesborough and the river for * 
about au hour before sunset I left a picket in front of the town. We 
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formed onr first line this a. m., 4 miles from Murfreesborough. The cav- 
alry we kept back with the greatest ease, but finally they brought up 
several regiments of infantry in line of battle, colors flying, with cavalry 
on the flanks and artillery placed in a favorable position. By this means 
they succeeded in driving us 2 miles. The last attack was 5 miles from 
Murfreesborough, the shock of which was sufiSciently great to prevent 
them from making any farther advance to-night. We must have killed 
and wounded a great many of them. Our loss, 6 or 7 wounded, includ- 
ing my aide. Lieutenant Wailes. My adjutant, Lieutenant Burford, was 
slightly wounded yesterday by a shell. I shall have no difficulty in 
keeping back the enemy from Bellbuckle for several days, if General 
Wharton succeeds in keeping them back on the Shelbyville pike. Of 
course, it will take more time to reach Wartrace and Shelbyville. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. WHEELER, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry, 

Lieutenant-General Polk, 


* Headquaetees Oayaley, 

j^ear Fosterville^ Tenn,^ January 26, 1863. 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that my command — consisting 
of the Eirst Alabama Cavalry, Colonel [William W.] Allen ; Third Ala- 
bama, Major [F. Y.] Gaines; Fifty-first Alabama, Colonel [John T.] Mor- 
gan ; Eighth Confederate, Colonel [W. B.] Wade, and two Tennessee bat- 
talions, under Majors [D. W.] Holman and DeWitt C. Douglass, together 
with [Capt. J. H.] Wiggins’ battery — was, on the 26th ultimo, stationed 
at Stewart’s Creek, on the Murfreesborough and Nashville pike, and 
about 10 miles northwest of Murfreesborough. My line of vedettes, 
forming a continuous line, extended from a point east of Stone’s River, 
on my right crossing the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike about 10 
miles from Nashville, and extending to a point about half way from said 
pike to Brentwood, the posts of the pickets and grand guards being at 
favorable positions on the avenues of approach and at points varying 
from 300 to 1,000 yards in rear of the line of vedettes. General Pegram’s 
brigade was stationed on the right and General Wharton’s brigade on 
the left of my line. 

About 7 o’clock on the morning of December 26, [1862,] the enemy 
advanced in large force, driving in our vedettes. On arriving at the 
front and seeing the extent of the movement, I ordered up the entire 
command and deployed it in line of battle. We engaged the enemy 
during the entire day, falling back about 3 miles. We also engaged the 
enemy during the 28th and 29th ultimo, tilling and wounding large num- 
bers, meeting but very slight losses ourselves. 

By the evening of the 29th we had reached the line of battle of our 
infantry and had placed my brigade on the extreme right of the line. 

At midnight, pursuant to orders from General Bragg, 1 proceeded 
with my command, re-enforced by Colonel [James E.l Carter’s regiment, 
to the enemy’s rear. ? 

daylight on the 30th wo had reached Jefferson, and soon after met 
a brigade train, with all the equipage of one brigade.- We attacked 
vigorously, drove off the guards, and destroyed the train, baggage, 
^uipage, also captuiing about 50 prisoners. We then preceded 
‘ Yergne, and captured a party of Federals out stealing and 
^thenng stock, and soon after overtook and captured a small foraging 
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About noon we arrived in tbe vicinity of La Yergne and found it filled 
with soldiers and large trains parked in the fields surrounding the place. 
We 'immediately charged in three columns, completely surprising the 
guards, who made but slight resistance. We immediately paroled the 
prisoners, amounting to about 700, and destroyed immense trains and 
stores, amounting to many hundred thousands of dollars. We then pro- 
ceeded to Eock Spring, attacked, captured, and destroyed another large 
train. We then marched on Nolensville without opposition, capturing 
large trains, stores, and arms, and about 300 prisoners. We slept for a 
few hours 5 miles from NTolensville, and at 2 o’clock the next morning 
proceeded to the left flank of our army, having made a complete circuit 
of the enemy’s rear. On arrivin g the line was engaged. W e pressed on 
and attacked enemy on the Murfreesborough and Kashville pike, just 
north of Overall’s Creek. After a brisk engagement we moved across 
the creek and made an attack on the enemy at that point, driving him 
for 2 miles and successfully engaging him until dark, when we fell back 
to the left of our line, where we remained during the night. 

In this latter engagement Colonel Allen and Lieutenant-Colonel [James 
B.j Webb were wounded. 

Early on the morning of January 1, 1 proceeded, pursuant to direc- 
tions from General Bragg, with my own and General Wharton’s brigade, 
to the rear of the enemy. We attacked a large train near La Yergne, 
dispersing its guards, and captured and destroyed a large number of 
wagons and stores. We also captured one piece of artillery. Toward 
evening we received orders to return, and we regained our positions on 
the flanks of the army by 2 o’clock on the morning of the 2d instant! 
We remained in position that night and next day, engaging the enemy 
at every opportunity. 

At 9 o’clock that evening I proceeded again to the rear of the enemy, 
according to directions from General Bragg, and succeeded next morn- 
ing iji capturing a number of horses, wagons, and prisoners. About 2 
p, m. we attacked a large ordnance train at Cox’s Hill, heavily guarded 
by cavalry and infantry, and succeeded in driving off the cavalry guards 
and in breaking down and upsetting a large number of wagons. The 
enemy’s infantry being in such force (quite treble our numbers), we were 
prevented from destroying the train, but succeeded in preventing its 
making any further progress that day. By this time we received orders 
to immediately return to the army, which order was obeyed, we reach- 
ing our former position on the left flank of our army about 4 o’clock next 
morning. We here learned that the army had fallen back, and about 9 
o’clock that morning we crossed Stone’s Eiver and took position in ff:ont 
of Murfreesborough. 

About 3 p. m. the enemy advanced to the river and commenced a brisk 
skirmish with artillery and infantry. After dark the enemy retired a 
short distance, and our pickets in front of Murfreesborough were unmo- 
lested during the night. 

At daylight on Monday, the 4th [5th] instant, we fell back to a point 
on the Manchester pike about 3 miles from Murfreesborough. About 1 
o’clock the enemy advanced, and after a short skirmish we fell back half 
a mile to a favorable position. Here we formed line of battle in conjunc- 
tion with General Pegram’s brigade, in a very favorable position, be- 
hind fences, entirely obscured from view. About 3 q’clock the enemy 
advanced with a brigade of infantry and artillery in line of battle, with 
heavy force of cavalry on their flanks. When they arrived within about 
250 yards, we opened on them a heavy fire of small-arms and artillery 
with excellent effect, killing and wounding large numbers. After an 
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engagement of about thirty minutes they turned olf and left the field, 
and have not since advanckl any farther from Murfreesborough on this 
road. 

During the many engagements incident to the battle of Murfreesbor 
ough, I take pleasure in commending the gallantry and good soldierly 
conduct of Colonel Allen, Captain [Y. M.] Elmore, and Lieutenant [Ed- 
ward S.] Ledyard, of the First Alabama, and Major [C. J.] Prentice and 
Captain [Eichard] McCann, who commanded detachments. Colonel 
Allen and Major Prentice were severely wounded while fighting gal- 
lantly. 

Lieutenants [E. S.] Burford and [William E.] Wailes, of my staff, were 
at all times distinguished for gallantry, zeal, and efiiciency, and were 
both wounded. 

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 

JOS. WHEELEE, 
Major-General and Chief of Camlry. 

Col. GEonaE William Beent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headqxjaetees Cavaley, Depaetmbnt ^0. 2, 

January 29, 1863. 

Colonel : 1 have the honor to state that the cavalry of Lieutenant- 
General Hardee’s corps, under my command, engagedthe enemy as they 
advanced upon the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, and on the ad- 
joining approaches, from the morning of the 26th ultimo to the evening 
of the 29th. At midnight on the night of the 29th ultimo I proceeded 
with the command across the West Pork of Stone’s Eiver, by way of the 
Lebanon road, hence by a circuitous route to Jefferson, where, at about 
9 a. m. on the 30th, we attacked, captured, and destroyed an entire bri- 
gade train. We then proceeded toward La Yergne, capturing a party 
sent out after horses and mules, and also a foraging party. We attacked 
La Yergne about 1 p. m., capturing about 500 prisoners, 200 stand of 
arms, and the reserve wagon trains of the enemy; the wagons were de- 
stroyed. We then proceeded to Eock Spring, capturing a brigade train, 
which we destroyed, with its equipage. We then proceeded to NTolens- 
ville, capturing a train and about 200 prisoners and 200 stand of arms. 

We then made a circuit around Triune, and the next morning attacked 
the enemy, stationed on the NTashville and Murfreesborough pike north 
of Overall’s Creek, We then moved down toward Murfreesborough, and 
again attacked them south of Overall’s Creek, driving the enemy for a 
distance of 2 miles from the Wilkinson pike to the Nashville pike, en- 
gaging their infantry and cavalry until dark. We then withdrew to 
our position on the left of our wing. At daylight we iiroceeded again 
to La Yergne, in the enemy’s rear, attacked a large train, burned sev- 
eral wagons, and captured many prisoners. We then received orders 
to return to the army, where we arrived at about 2 o’clock the next 
morning, and placed our pickets out to the front. We remained in this 
position until dark, when we moved again to Antioch, capturing a few 
wagons, and at about 3 p. m. attacked a large train on Cox’s Hill, After 
capturing the train, and injuring some of the wagons, four regiments of 
infantry attacked us, and we were obliged to retire. I then received 
orders to return, and arrived at myxoid stand, on the left of our wing, 
at about 4 o’clock on Sunday morning, January 3 [4]. As our army had 
retired, I moved over the river and remained in Murfreesborough that 
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day. Toward evening I skirmished with the enemy and withdrew my 
pickets 3 miles at daylight the next morning. 

At 3 p. m. Monday, the enemy advanced and engaged ns warmly. 
The enemy did not advance any farther. 

On January 8, 1 moved over to the Cumberland, and a detachment, 
under Captain fEichard] McCann, destroyed the railroad bridge over 
Mill Creek and a construction train. 

On the 12th, we drove in a large foraging party to ^Tashville, and on 
the 13th and 14th we captured a gunboat and four transports. We also 
destroyed a large amount of stores at Ashland, which the enemy had left 
under guard, but the guard ran off as we approached. Many other trans- 
ports threw off a great part of their cargo to avoid capture. 

On the 25th, we captured a construction train near Antioch. 

A detachment, under Major [D. W.] Holman, captured another trans- 
port on the 17th. 

Eespectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 

JOS. WHBELEE, 

Major-General. 

Col. T. B. Eoy, Chief of Staff. 


1^0. 302. 

Befgort of Capt. T. -ET. Mauldin^ Third Alabama Cavalry^ Wheeler^s bri- 
gade, including skirmishes December 2^-Jcmuary 5- 

Fostervtlle, Tenn., 

February 19, 1863. 

Colonel : The Third Alabama Cavalry was engaged in skirmishing 
with the enemy on December 26, 27, 28, and 29, 1862, from La Vergne 
to Murfreesborough, Tenn. 

On the 30th, was present at a skirmish near Jefferson, La Yergne, and 
Hii^olensville. 

On the 31st, was in a charge made by the cavalry upon the right of 
the Federal army, where it was subjected to a heavy fire of small-arms 
from infantry and cavalry, losing, however, but 1 man killed and 2 lieu- 
tenants and 2 men wounded and left on the field. 

On January 1 and 2, the regiment was in front of the enemy upon the 
extreme left of the Confederate army without any fighting. 

On the night of the 2d, it marched to the rear of the Federal army, 
and on the 3d was engaged in an attack upon one of the enemy’s wagon 
trains, upon the IS'ashyille and Murfreesborough turnpike, and returned 
to the field of battle near Murfreesborough about an hour before day 
the morning of the 4th. 

During the day of the 4th, this regiment moved through Murfreesbor- 
ough, and bivouacked at night about 2 miles from town, on the Manches- 
ter turnpike. 

On the 5th, was engaged in a fight with some of the Federal infantry 
6 miles from Murfreesborough, on the Manchester pike. 

This ended the series of battles and skirmishes from December 25, 
1862, to January 5, 1863, in which the regiment was engaged. 

During this time the regiment lost, in killed, wounded, and missing, 
25, including 3 lieutenants wounded. 

61 R R— VOL XX, PT I 
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I ^vould respectfully report that on the memorable field of Murfrees- 
borough, Sergt. Maj. H. M. Cooper and Sergt. J. W. Norwood, of Com- 
pany A, are worthy of promotion for their gallantry in rallying the regi- 
ment and assisting in bringing it out in order from under a galling fire 
from the enemy^s infantry and cavalry combined on December 31, 1862. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. H. MAULDIN, 

* Captain, Commanding Third Alabama Cavalry, 

Ool. W. B. Wade, 

Commanding First Cavalry Brigade, 


No. 303. 

Report of Lieut, Col, J, D, Webb, Fifty-first Alabama Partisan Rangers 
including sMrmishes December 26‘-January 5, 

Old Foster ville, Tenn., February 23, 1863. 

In obedience to General Orders, No. 6, in the absence of Col. John T. 
Morgan, Fifty-first Alabama Begiment, Partisan Bangers, who was in 
command on the occasion of which report is to be made, I beg leave to 
submit the following: 

On Friday evening, December 26 [ultimo], the regiment left their 
camp on Stewart’s Creek, on the Murfreesborough and Nashville turn- 
pike^ and promptty reported to the general commanding at La Vergne, 
which is a distance of 5 miles from the camp. They were ordered to the 
right of the railroad and to the front of La Vergne. The command was 
dismounted to fight, and soon became engaged along the line with the 
sharpshooters and skirmishers of the enemy’s infantry, as also their ad- 
vanced guard, on the left of their line. This was kept up steadily on both 
sides until the order was given to fall back, to take a position nearer the 
turnpike, and to be in supporting distance of the artillery. The order 
was executed in good order. They then formed a line of battle, the right 
resting on the turnpike and extending near to the railroad. The enemy 
did not pursue. Night came on, and the regiment remained in line of 
battle until 10 o’clock. They were ordered to return to camp. 

In this skirmish we lost 1 private of Company C, supposed to be 
captured and not killed,- 1 private from Company D, known to be 
captured. 

At early dawn on Saturday, the 27th, was ordered to the front. The.y 
were again ordered to take position in advance of the ground on which 
they were formed the evening before. Soon after reaching the position 
we were again engaged with the enemy’s left, advancing in line of battle 
under cover of his artillery, throwing grape and shell. We continued 
the engagement until our artillery was forced to retire on the pike, when 
we fell back slowly to the right of and along the Jefferson pike, in the 
direction of the town of Jefferson. Heavy rain commenced to fall and 
continued for several hours. When the command had reached the Jef- 
ferson pike, and near the residence of Mr. York, Captain [N. D.] John- 
son, of Company F, with his company, was ordered to go in the direc- 
tion of Buchanan’s Mill on a scout ; and Lieutenant [J. J.j Sea well, in 
command of Company I, with his company, was ordered, too, as a scout- 
ing party in the direction of La Vergne, neither of whom joined the 
regiment again that day. In a few minutes after each of these com- 
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panies left, in obedience to orders, a large force of cavalry, accompanied 
by artillery and infantry, advanced on the Jefferson pike, and com- 
menced a heavy and brisk firing upon us as we were crossing Stewart^s 
[Creek], where the Jefferson pike crosses that stream. Their fire was 
returned with vigor, and their advance checked until their artillery and 
infantry came up. Being heavily pressed by greatly superior numbers, 
and opened upon by their artillery with grape, canister, and shell 
vigorously, we retired in good order on the pike in the direction of 
Jefferson. 

While the enemy were pressing our rear, after crossing Stewart’s 
Creek, in this engagement, the conduct of Oapt. M.L. Kirkpatrick, Com- 
pany H 5 Capt. L. W. Battle, Company B ; Lieut. William [M.j Fitt, 
Company G, deserves especial mention in rallying their men and leading 
them in a charge on the enemy’s cavalry. 

Justice requires that the name of James W. Copiley, of Company I 
(who was then and is now acting ordnance sergeant for this regiment), 
should be mentioned for his gallantry and daring at the head of the 
column in this charge. 

The gallant and brave Lieut. William [M.] Fitt, Company G, was 
killed ; Private Holey, of Company G, and Private Urley, of Company 
K, were killed 5 Lieutenant [John O.J Zeigler, of Company B, and 2 
privates of Company G, were wounded. Lieutenant [J. J.] Seawell, with 
12 of his company, were captured. We are informed by those of his 
command who made their escape that they are almost certain that he 
with those of his men who were captured, were wounded. They saw 
several of their horses fall. 

The coolness and bravery of Orderly Sergt. H. Clay Eeynolds, of Com- 
pany I, distinguished him while he brought off* several of his company 
under a heavy fire in crossing Stewart’s Creek, [and] rejoined his com- 
mand. His conduct commends him for special mention. The regiment 
bivouacked that night on Stone’s River without rations. 

On the morning of the 28th, we formed line of battle to the right of the 
Kashville turnpike, 8 miles from Murfreesborough, and opposite to a 
church on the pike. We occupied the position until nightfall, and, 
with the exception of slight skirmishing with the enemy’s pickets, were 
not engaged. We bivouacked for the night opposite to Miller’s, near 
the pike. 

On the morning of the 29th, we advanced on the pike and again formed 
line of battle on the ground of the day before, and remained until we 
were ordered to fall back to the left and along the turnpike in the direc- 
tion of Murfreesborough, skirmishing with the enemy’s advance forces 
from that point until we entered our infantry lines, drawn up in front 
of Murfreesborough in line of battle, which was late in the afternoon of 
that day, being the whole distance under’ the fire of the enemy, both 
artillery and small-arms. 

After reaching our infantry lines we were ordered to form a line of 
battle, our left extending toward and within a short distance of theLeb- 
anon turnpike, about 2 miles from Murffeesborough. We remained 
there until 12 o’clock that night. We then took up the march and pro- 
ceeded down that pike, crossing Stone’s River, until we reached the 
Jefferson pike, and proceeded on that pike in the direction of Jefferson 
until daylight ; then, turning to the right, continued the march until we 
encountered the enemy on Tuesday morning. This regiment remained 
to support the artillery, and were not actively engaged with the enemy 
at this point. , . 

At 2 o’clock on that day the regiment charged at La Vergne a train 
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of wagons parked on the plains ; captured 36 wagons laden with ammu- 
nition, commissary and quartermaster’s stores, which were burned^ the 
teams of mules and horses attached to them, 8 or 10 wagons, and 50 
prisoners. After which they proceeded to Kolensville, and, with other 
commands of this brigade, captured 20 wagons, 50 prisoners, the teams 
of horses and mules, late in the afternoon of that day. From thence 
they proceeded in a westerly direction for 6 or 8 miles and bivouacked 
for the night. 

Before daylight on Wednesday morning, the Slst, we were ordered to 
march, and at 2 o’clock on that day, on the Wilkinson pike, engaged in 
skirmishing with the infantry of the enemy’s right in front of Murfrees- 
borough. The engagement was kept up until nightfall. 

In this engagement Lieutenant-Colonel Webb was struck on the fore- 
head by a fragment of a shell; 1 private of Company A wounded; 4 
privates of Company B wounded ; Company D, 1 private wounded ; 
Company H, 1 private ; Company F,3 privates ; Company E, 1 private. 

Again on January 1, 1863, we engaged the enemy at La Vergne, on 
the lelt of the pike, facing toward Murfreesborough, for nearly one hour. 
They were well posted on an eminence behind houses, a train of wagons 
parked, and fences. The contest for the time was very warm. We cap- 
tured some 15 or 20 prisoners, 5 or 6 wagons, destroyed some 8 or 10 
wagons laden with army stores, and carried oft* the teams of mules. We 
held our position until we were ordered to retire. 

The casualties were-— Company C, 1 sergeant wounded ; Company D, 
1 private ; Company B, 2 privates ; Company F, 1 private ; Company 
G, 1 private ; Company H, 2 privates ; Company I, 1 private ; Com- 
pany K, 1 private killed and 2 wounded. We returned* to a place on 
the Nashville and Shelbyville dirt road, and at 2 o’clock in the morning 
halted to rest. 

Friday morning, the 2d, we were ordered to march, and proceeded to 
the point on the Wilkinson pike where we engaged the enemy on the 
afternoon of the 31st. We remained drawn up in line of battle until 
after sunset that evening, when we were ordered to proceed down the 
Wilkinson pike several miles, and, turning on a dirt road, marched until 
a late hour in the night. We were halted and ordered to rest. 

At daylight the next morning (the 3d) we were ordered to remount, 
and proceeded to Antioch Church. At that point we were ordered to 
proceed to the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, at or near Blood’s, 
which is within 8 miles of Nashville. We reached the point designated 
about 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and soon became engaged in a skirmish 
with the enemy, which was kept up for half an hour, when orders were 
received from General Wheeler to withdraw and return by Antioch 
Church and join him. We did so, and after a toilsome march we halted 
at the place from which we moved on Friday evening, and bivouacked 
until morning. 

On Monday morning, the 4th, about sunrise, we crossed Stone’s River 
and proceeded on the Manchester pike 3 miles. We halted and remained 
there until the next morning, when we were again ordered to march. 
We advanced on that pike for 4 miles farther, where we halted until the 
afternoon, when we [were] ordered to return on the pike some 3 miles. 
We were ordered to dismount to fight, and formed on the right of the 
pike facing Murfreesborough, and soon became engaged with the enemy’s 
cavalry, who advanced under- cover of their artillery, firing grape and 
shell. We checked their advance and kept up a brisk engagement until 
artillery retired on the pike, before a greatly superior force, with the 
following c^spalties ; Company E, 1 priyate wounded ; Company 0, 2 
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wounded; Company E, 1 wounded ; Company G, I, mortally ; Company 
H, 1 wounded; Company K, 1 killed. That night we bivouacked on 
the Manchester pike, 8 miles from Murfreesborough. 

On the morning of the 6th, we moved slowly down the pike to Beech 
Grove, where we remained, and bivouacked until Friday, the 9th, at which 
time we set out on the march for the Cumberland Biver. 

On each of the occasions mentioned the officers and men behaved with 
such coolness and bravery as to show that they could be relied on in an 
hour of danger or peril — not to be dismayed by unequal numbers and 
superior equipments. 

I regret the absence of Colonel Morgan in making this report, as I 
had not expected to be called on to do so, and kept no memorandum 
from which to prepare a more accurate account or detailed report. 
The surgeon of the regiment has provided the list of the casualties 
mentioned. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

J. D. WEBB, 

Lieut, Gol.^ Comdg, Fifty-first Alabama Eegt, Partisan Bangers, 


^o. .304. 

Report of Capt, J, H, Wiggins^ Arlcansas battery^ including sMrmislies at 
La Vergne December 26-27. 

February 19, 1863, 

In compliance with General Orders, Bo. 6, 1 have the honor to submit 
the following report of the part borne by Wiggins’ battery in the fights 
before Murfreesborough : 

On the evening of December 26, [1862,] the enemy advanced upon La 
Vergne, and one section of the battery was advanced, under Lieutenant 
[J. W.j Calloway, to engage the enemy. During the engagement that 
evening we lost 3 horses and had 2 men wounded. That night the sec- 
tion under Lieutenant Calloway retired about a mile, and one section 
under Lieutenant [J. P.j Bryant was left in La Vergne on picket. 

On the morning of the 27th, Lieutenant Calloway, with his section, 
was ordered to the front to engage the enemy again, while Lieutenant 
Bryant, with his section, was posted on a hill to the left of the pike and 
in rear of La Vergne, to relieve the retreat of Lieutenant Calloway. 
The battery retired to Stewart’s Creek that evening, engaging the en- 
emy by sections alternately. Loss that day, one horse. One section, 
under Lieutenant Bryant, was left on picket at Stewart’s Creek until 
Monday morning, the rest of the battery retiring farther to the rear. 

On Monday, the 29th, we retired to our lines in front of Murfrees- 
borough, filing in the same manner as at Stewart’s Creek, and moved 
with the command to the right and encamped until midnight, when, in 
compliance with orders from General Wheeler, took Lieutenant Callo- 
way with a section of guns and moved with the command on the Leba- 
non pike and north of Old Jefferson, where a camp of the enemy was 
attacked, and the battery fired about a dozen rounds ; then moved on 
with the command by way of La Vergne and Nolensville, but had no 
other engagement until Wednesday evening, when the enemy was at- 
tacked and the battery engaged two hours. Lost 1 man wounded, 1 
horse killed, and several horses wounded. 

On Wednesday (31st), one piece oi the section which was left behind 
was taken out by Lieutenant Bryant, by order of General Bragg, with 
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General Breckinridge’s division, and was engaged in the action that day. 
Total loss, 3 men wounded, 4 horses tilled, and several more wounded. 
The stock was very much exhausted, not having been unharnessed in 
six days. 

The officers and men all bore themselves well and with coolness. 
Sergt. A. A. Blake especially displayed much gallantry. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

J. H. WlGGIIs^S, 

Cajjtain, 

Colonel [W. B.] Wade. 


Ko, 305. 

Ee^ort of Brig. Oen. John A. Wharton^ C. S. commanding Cavalry 

Brigade. 

Headqtjaetees Wharton’s Cavalry Brigade, 

Slielhyville PiJce^ Tenn.^ January 22, 1863. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper- 
ations of the brigade acting under my orders during the battles before 
Murfreesborough, commencing December 31, 1862, and ending Satur- 
day, January 3, 1863: 

The brigade was composed of the following commands.! ^ 

I received my orders from Lieut. Gen. W. J. Hardee in person. They 
were as follows : I was informed that at daylight on the morning of the 
31st [ultimo] our left wing would attack the enemy’s right. Being drawn 
up on the extreme left, I was ordered to reach the enemy’s lear as soon 
as possible, and to do them all the damage I could. My command was 
formed before daylight. I had divided my brigade into three commands 
in order that it might be better wielded : texas Bangers, Third Confed- 
erate, and Second Georgia, under Colonel Harrison j the First Confed- 
erate, Davis Battalion, Malone’s battalion, and Murray’s regiment, under 
Colonel Cox, and the remainder of the command acting as a support to 
the battery and as a reserve. I moved the command promptly at day- 
light. So vigorous was the attack of our left upon the enemy’s right, 
proceeding first at a trot and then at a gallop, I had to travel a distance 
of miles before I reached the enemy’s rear. I succeeded in getting 
into position near the Wilkinson pike, with the enemy in my fronts 
caused Colonel Cox to form his command for a charge 5 directed Cap- 
tain White to open on the enemy with his battery. Alter a brisk fire 
from the artillery, I ordered Colonel Cox to charge, which he did in gal- 
lant style, as evidenced by his capturing the Seventy-fifth Eegiment 
Illinois Infantry. 

About this time Captain [S. P.j Christian' [Company K, Eighth Texas 
Cavalry], with four companies of Texas Bangers, charged a four-gun 
battery and captured it, including horses, drivers, harness, and every- 
thing pertaining to it. 77 , 

Up to this time we had taken about 1,500 prisoners, which, with the 
artillery and one piece found without horses about a mile in the enemy’s 
rear, were sent to the proper officer in Murfreesborough. 

The eiiemy’s immense wagon trains, guarded by a heavy force of cav- 
alry, could be seen moving near and in the rear of the enemy in the di- 
rection of the hi ashville pike. I determined to move across the country, 
give the cavalry battle, and to attemp t to capture the train. Our infantry 

t See Organization of the Army of Tennessee, No. 189, p. 661. 
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by this time bad succeeded in driving the enemy across the Wilbinson 
pike. In reaching a point about three-quarters of a mile distant from 
the Kashvillepike, I discovered the wagon train of the enemy, together 
with some artillery, moving along the pike. A heavy body of cavalry 
was drawn up near and parallel to the pike, facing me, and a consider- 
able body was drawn up nearer me to give battle. The battery was 
placed in position. Ashby’s regiment and L. T. Hardy’s company 
formed in front of the enemy. Harrison’s command formed on his right 
hank. The battery opened with considerable effect. It was ordered to 
cease firing and Ashby and Hardy ordered to charge, which they promptly 
did. They were met" by a counter-charge of the enemy, supposed to be 
the Fourth Eegulars, with drawn sabers. At the same time Harrison’s 
command was ordered to charge, which they did in the most gallant and 
handsome manner. The Eangers, in advance, met the enemy, and com- 
pletely routed them, relieving Ashby’s command, which was hard pressed. 
Availing myself of the confusion caused by the rout of the enemy’s ad- 
vanced cavalry, the entire brigade was ordered to charge the enemy’s 
whole cavalry force, drawn up in line half a mile in rear of their main 
line of battle, protecting their wagon train. The order was responded 
to in the most chivalrous manner, and 2,000 horsemen were hurled on 
the foe. The ground was exceedingly favorable for cavalry operations, 
and after a short hand-to-hand conflict, in which the revolver was used 
with deadly effect, the enemy fled from the field in the wildest confusion 
and dismay, and were pursued to Overall’s Creek, a distance of 2 miles. 
After they had crossed Overall’s Creek, the enemy reformed out of range 
of our guns. 

The wagon train — consisting of several hundred wagons — many pieces 
of artillery, and about 1,000 infantry, who were either guarding the 
wagons or were fugitives from the field, were ours. The trains were 
turned round, and started back on the pike toward Murfreesborough. 

I had proceeded but a short distance in the charge when I was in- 
formed that a heavy cavalry force immediately in my rear was about to 
charge my battery, which, being unable to keep up with the cavalry in 
a charge, was some distance behind. Knowing that it would be impos • 
sible to withdraw my men from the pursuit, and having no disposition to 
do so, I immediately returned in person with two of my staff— Lieuten- 
ants [D. S.] Terry, jr., and [G. W.] McKeal— and found the battery with no 
support save Colonel Smith and 20 of his men, the balance, with too much 
zeal, having engaged in the pursuit of the fleeing enemy. My arrival 
was most opportune. About 300 of the enemy’s cavalry, not over 400 
yards distant, were bearing down upon the battery with a speed that 
evinced a determination to take it at all hazards. A few men, with Colo- 
nel Smith, were promptly formed, and the battery unlimbered and or- 
dered to fire upon the approaching enemy. Several shells were exploded 
in their ranks and they retired in confusion. The command that had 
captured the wagons, thinking that they had driven the entire force of 
the enemy’s cavalry across Overall’s Creek, and apprehending danger 
alone from that quarter, were prepared to meet it only from that direc- 
tion. Besides, many were scattered along the entire length of the 
wagon train, directing its movements and guarding the numerous pris- 
oners taken. In this condition they were attacked by the same party 
of cavalry from the direction of Murfreesborough that I had repulsed 
with the artillery, the enemy’s cavalry that we had driven across Over- 
all’s Creek being in condition likewise to attack them in the rear. Owing 
to this and to my being detained to defend the battery, we were able 
only to bring off* a portion of the wagons, 5 or 6 pieces of artillery, about 
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400 prisoners, 327 beef cattle, and a goodly number of mules cut from 
the wagons. 

In this engagement the enemy suffered severely, losing many officers 
and men, both killed and captured. Among the former was Col. Minor 
MiUiken, who was killed by Private John Bowers, of Company K, Texas 
Eangers, in single combat. 

My loss was about 150 killed, wounded, and missing. 

Captain JR. J. C.] Gailbreath, of Murray^s regiment ^ Lieutenant 
[William] Ellis, Company G, Texas Eangers, and Lieutenant [W. H.] 
Sharp, Company B, same regiment, were wounded and left upon the 
field. Adjt. N. D. Eothrock, of Third Confederate Regiment, was killed. 
My assistant inspector-general. Walker, was also wounded, and has since 
died of his wounds. 

To Capt. Paul [F.] Anderson and his gallant company (my escort) I am 
indebted for the capture and safe delivery of 327 beeves and the guard 
accompanying them. 

Having placed the booty within our lines, I again returned to the 
rear of the enemy and to the vicinity of the Nashville pike, and continued 
to engage the enemy until the middle of the afternoon. At dusk I 
stationed the command upon the left of our infantry and picketed for 
its protection. All soldiers in the command who were armed with shot 
or other indifferent guns exchanged them for those of a more approved 
character. 

When it is borne in mind that the operations of this brigade were 
entirely in rear of the enemy, and not a mile from his line of battle 5 
when it is likewise borne in mind that it successfully engaged all arms 
of the service— infantry, artillery, and cavalry — and captured and sent 
to the rear more prisoners than the command numbered, I think it will 
be cheerfully conceded that they performed meritorious and important 
services and are entitled to the commendation due from the command- 
ing general to gallant soldiers. 

On Thursday morning, the enemy being reputed to be in full retreat, 
I was directed by the commanding general to attack them at any point 
deemed practicable on the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike. I 
moved my command, in connection with Generals Wheeler and Buford, 
around to La Yergne, reaching that place about 4 p. m. A large train 
of wagons and some artillery were seen moving along the pike with a 
strong escort of cavalry in the direction of Nashville. General Wheeler 
moved across the country and attacked the train a mile below LaVergne. 
I attacked the enemy in front, in La Yergne, having dismounted a por- 
tion of my command. We captured about 100 wagons, 150 prisoners, 
300 mules, and 1 piece of artillery. Ten of the wagons, the piece of 
artillery, and the mules were brought away and delivered to the proper 
officer. The remaining wagons, with the quartermaster's commissary, 
and ordnance stores contained in them, were binned. A regiment of 

infantry under Col. Dennis was stationed in a cedar brake and 

fortifications near this point. I caused the battery under Lieutenant 
[Arthur] Pue [jr.], who acted with great gallantry, to open on it. The 
fire at a range of not more than 400 yards was kept up for more than 
an hour, and must have resulted in great damage to the enemy. 1 
caused the enemy to be charged on three sides at the same time by Colo- 
nels Cox and Smith and Lieutenant-Colonel | James C.] Malone, and the 
charge was repeated four times, but the enemy was so strongly posted 
that it was found impossible to dislodge him. 

Colonels Cox and Smith and Lieutenant-Colonel Malone and their 
commands behaved with the utmost gallantry. To Capt. Fergus Kyle, of 
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tlie Texas Eangers, I am indebted for the capture and safe delivery of 
many of the mules taken. Major Bledsoe, of Murray’s regiment, was 
prompt and efficient in burning the wagons which could not be re- 
moved. Lieut. G. W. McNeal, of my staff, and Private Copeland, of 
Third Confederate Eegiment, burned several wagons under very heavy 
fire from the enemy. The wagons were riddled with bullets during the 
firing. 

Kight coming on, I started for Murfreesborough, which place I reached 
at 1 a. m. next morning, after a march of 40 miles and four hours’ fight- 
ing. My loss in Murray’s, Smith’s, and Cox’s regiments and Malone’s 
battalion in officers and men was very considerable. The command 
encamped the remainder of the night on the left of our line of battle. 

Upon Friday I was ordered by General Bragg to the right. When 
Breckinridge’s division attacked the enemy’s left on Friday afternoon, 
having received no intimation that such an attack was contemplated, I 
accompanied Pegram’s battery to the front and right with Companies 
D and K, of the Texas Eangers, and my escort company. Capt. Paul 
[F.] Anderson not being able to induce General Pegram to open with his 
battery (he being fearful of firing into our own troops), I took charge of 
the battery, placing it uj)on a commanding hill, and opened fire upon a 
heavy column of the enemy advancing from their extreme left to turn 
Breckinridge’s right. The fire was so effective (the range not being 
over 500 yards) as to shoot down their standard and throw them into 
confusion. The fire was continued until my horse was shot. I was 
thrown in his struggles, and when I succeeded in getting another horse 
the battery had been run off without any occasion whatever. Shortly 
after this, Breckinridge’s division gave way. I sent an order back for 
my command to dismount and to advance to cover our retreating forces. 
I rode across the field and joined General Preston, whom I found at the 
head of the remnants of his brigade, going to where my men were formed 
on foot. The command remained in sadfie all night in rear and as the 
su|!)port of a. battery on our extreme right. 

During Saturday nothing of importance occurred, the command being 
held upon the extreme right to prevent the enemy from turning that 
flank. 

In obedience to orders from Lieutenant-General Polk, i moved the 
command before daylight Sunday morning into Murfreesborough. I 
left three regiments to burn a bridge, and fell back slowly before the 
enemy, and sent the remainder 6 miles on the Shelbyville pike to feed, 
since which time I have been at this i)oint picketing and protecting the 
front of our army. 

It is considered proper to state that on Monday, the 29th, we were en- 
gaged the entire day between the Franklin dirt road and the Wilkinson 
pike with a large force of the enemy’s cavalry, and that the Texas Ean- 
gers acted with even more than their usual gallantry in a dashing charge, 
saving one regiment of the brigade from a complete rout by the enemy’s 
forces. 

I take pleasure in reporting the conduct of the entire command in 
the different engagements as characterized by intrepidity and a deter- 
mination to conquer at all hazards. The Eangers, being armed with 
revolvers, are better prepared to meet the enemy’s cavalry than other 
regiments in the brigade. The battle of W ednesday was fought at great 
disadvantage on our part, the enemy’s cavalry being much more effi- 
ciently armed and equipped. The proper weapon for cavalry has proven 
to be "the revolver. 

It affords me great pleasure to commend in the highest terms both 
oflBLcers and soldiers. Colonels Cox, Harrison, and Smith, Lieutenant- 
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Colonels IVIalone and Estes, Captains [GJ Cook and [S. P.] Christian, 
of Texas Eangers, and Captain [ij. T.] Hardy, of General McOown's 
escort, behaved with the utmost gallantry and judgment. Maj. P. M. 
Ison Commanded the Second Georgia during Wednesday’s fight. The 
members of my staif were prompt and efficient, and reckless of danger. 

The loss of the brigade was 108 killed and wounded, and 107 captured ; 
150 horses killed. A detailed account of the casualties has been sent 
to General Bragg. 

Captain [B. P.] White, Jr., of my battery, whose gallantry upon this 
and every other field was most conspicuous, was taken so violently ill 
upon Wednesday night as to render it entirely impossible for him to 
be removed u])on our evacuation of Murfreesborough. 

Colonel Ashby was ordered to report early Thursday morning to Gen- 
eral Pegram with his regiment, and was not in my brigade afterward. 
The entire strength of the brigade was about 2,000. 

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant, 

JlSrO. A. WHAETOlir, 
Brigadier' General of Gmalry, 

Maj. T. B. Boy, 

Assktant Adjutant-General. 


1^0. 306. 

Befport of Brig, Gen. Abraham Buford^ G. 8. Army^ commanding Cavalry 
Brigade^ including sMrmiehes December Sl-vlanuary 3. 

Headquaetbrs Bxjpord’s Cavaluy Bhig-ade, 

Camp near Beech Grove^ Tenn.^ January 11, 1863. 

Gei^eeal ; I have the honor herewith to forward report of my brigade 
during the battle of Murfreesborough, [Tenn.] 

My brigade, composed of Colonel Smith’s regiment, assigned for duty 
with Colonel Grigsby, numbering 220 effective men, Colonel Grigsby’s 
regiment, 230, and Colonel Butler, ISO men, in all 631 effective men, in 
accordance with orders from the general commanding, moved to Eover, 
18 miles southwest of Murfreesborough, on the Shelbyville and Nash- 
ville pike, where I remained until Wednesday, 31st [ultimo]. 

Having received an order from General Bragg to move upon the 
enemy’s flank and be ready for a vigorous pursuit, delivered at 12 m. 
Tuesday night (30th), I moved at daylight Wednesday morning (31st), 
and reached the battle-field at 12 m., taking position on the extreme left. 
I there joined General Wheeler, and, in concert with him, moved rapidly 
along the enemy’s flank, my brigade being in advance, until we encount- 
ered a force of the enemy, consisting of artillery, cavalry^ and infantry, 
escorting a large wagon train, the enemy occupying quite a strong posi- 
tion on a hill near Miller’s. I immediately disposed my command for 
an attack, threw forward Captain [T. H.] Shanks’ company, of Colonel 
Grigsby’s regiment, as skirmishers, and formed the brigade in line of 
battle, Colonel Butler on the right, threatening the enemy’s flank, and 
Colonel Grigsby on the left, in front of the enemy’s lines. The attack 
w^ opened by our skirmishers, the enemy replying with artillery. After 
firing a few rounds, I received an order from General Wheeler to with- 
draw my brigade. 

In this skirmish I lost 1 man (private of Colonel Butler’s regiment) 
killed and 3 wounded^ 2 horses killed and 2 disabled. We captured 
some 30 prisoners, who were paroled on the field. 
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Having withdrawn my force in good order, and acting in conjunction 
with General Wheeler, I moved back on the right toward and on the 
Wilkinson x)ike, on the left bank of OveralPs Creek, near Mrs. Wash- 
ington’s. Here we found the enemy posted on the right bank of the 
creek, under cover of the woods. Genei'al Wheeler, on the right bank, 
attacked them, and I immediately drew up Colonel Grigsby’s regiment 
(holding Colonel Butler’s in reserve) on the right flank of the enemy, 
crossed the creek, charged the enemy, and drove him back with severe 
loss upon the lines of his heavy infantry. 

My loss was here 2 commissioned officers (Major Chenoweth and Capt. 
William Campbell) and 6 privates wounded. We captured some 10 or 
15 prisoners, who were paroled on the field. 

Kight coming on, my brigade was withdrawn from the field, receiving 
orders to move the next day (Thursday), in conjunction with Generals 
Wheeler and Wharton, to the rear of the enemy. Uniting my brigade 
with theirs, I marched to La Vergne, co-operating with them in capturing 
and destroying a large number of wagons laden with commissary and 
quartermaster’s stores, taking a large number of prisoners. NTinety-five 
of the Twenty-second Indiana Infantry came out and voluntarily sur- 
rendered to Lieut. D. E. Myers, who was alone a short distance in front 
of his command. 

I returned the next morning (Friday) to my original position on the 
left of our line of battle, near Mrs. Washington’s, and remained there 
during the day, with no material results. At 9 p. m. I was ordered 
again to co-operate with General Wheeler in rear of the enemy, and 
moved at once. We encountered the enemy near Cox’s Hill, about 8 
miles from Nashville, on the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike. My 
brigade being in the rear, found on arriving that General Wheeler had 
already engaged the enemy, who was drawn up along the pike, his cav- 
alry opposite the right wing of my brigade, which I had moved into a 
corn-field adjoining the pike. Eeceiving an order from General Wheeler 
to move back to the woodland skirting the field, I did so, to support the 
attack in which he was engaged. I dr^v up the brigade, dismounted 
them to act as skirmishers, preparatory % an attack on the enemy’s left. 
Before engaging, I was ordered by General Wheeler to withdraw my 
command, as he had been ordered to return immediately to Murfrees- 
borough. 

I returned that (Saturday) night to my original position on the left of 
our line of battle, near Mrs. Washington’s, and remained there until sun- 
rise Sunday morning, when a dispatch from General Wheeler informed 
me that the army had commenced a retreat. I fell back to Murfrees- 
borough, and retired on the Shelby ville pike in rear of the army. 

I take pleasure in calling the attention of the commanding general to 
the good conduct and military bearing of most of the officers and men 
of my command, and particularly the gallant conduct of Maj. J . Q. Cheno- 
weth, of Colonel Butler’s regiment, who was on duty as a member of my 
staff, and Capt. G. M. Tilford and Lieut. D. E. Myers, of Colonel Smith’s 
regiment, who were on duty with Col. J. Warren Grigsby’s regiment 
during the engagement of Wednesday evening. 

My thanks are due to the officers acting on my staff for the efficient 
aid rendered me during the engagement. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. BUFORD, 

Brigadier- General^ Bromsional Army. 

General Commanding Aemt, 

{Through George William Brent^ Assistant Adjiitant-General.) 
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No. 307. 

The Confederate Boll of Honor. 


General Oedees, ) Adjt. and Inspectoe Geneeal^s Office, 

No. 93. ) Bichmond^ Va.^ November 22, 1862. 

I. The following acts of Congress, having been approved by the Presi- 
dent, are published for the information of the Army : 


##*###« 

ISo. 27.— AN ACT to authorize the ^^ant of medals and badges of distinction as a reward for courage 
and good conduct on the field of battle. 

The Covgress of the Confederate States of America do enact. That the President he, and 
he is hereby, authorized to bestow medals, with proper devices, upon such officers of 
the armies of the Confederate Slates as shall be conspicuous for courage and good con- 
duct on the field of battle, and also to confer a badge of distinction upon one private 
or nou-commissioued officer of each company after every signal victory it shall have 
assisted lo achieve. The non-commissioned officers and privates of the company who 
may be present on the first dress-parade thereafter, may choose, by a majority of their 
votes, the soldier best entitled to receive such distinction, whose name shall he com- 
municated to the President by commanding officers of the company ; and if the award 
fall npon a deceased soldier, the badge thus awarded him shall be delivered to his 
widow, or, if there be no widow, to any relative the President may adjudge entitled 
to receive it. 

Approved October 13, 1862. 


By order: 


S. OOOP^IE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Geneeal Oedees, ) Adjt. and Inspectoe Geneeal^s Office, 

No. 131. j ^ Richmond^ Fa., October 3, 1863. 

Difficulties in procuring the medals and badges of distinction having 
delayed their presentation by the President, as authorized by the act of 
Confess approved October 13, 1862, to the officers, iion-comraissioned 
officers, and privates of the armies of the Confederate States conspicu- 
ons-for courage and good conduct on the field of battle, to avoid post- 
poning the grateful recognition of their valor until it can be made in 
the enduring form provided by that act, it is ordered— 

I. That the names of all those who have been, or may hereafter be, 
reported as worthy of this distinction, be inscribed on a Eoll of Honor, 
to be preserved in the office of the Adjutant and Inspector General for 
reference in all future time, for those who have deserved well of their 
country, as having best displayed their courage and devotion on the 
field of battle. 

II- That the Boll of Honor, so far as now made up, be appended to 
^is order and read at* the head of every regiment in the service of the 
Confederate States at the first dress-parade after its receipt, and be pub- 
lished in at least one newspaper in each State. 

III. The attention of the officers in charge is directed to General 
Orders, No. 93, section No. 27, of the series of 1862, Adjutant and In- 
spector GeneraPs Office, for the mode of selecting the non-commissioned 
officers and privates entitled to this distinction, and its execution is 
cnjomed. 
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BATTLE OF MUBFREESBOROUGH 
Alabama, 


Twenty-second Regiment of Infantry : 
Sergt. W. D. Sumner, Co, A. 

Private William Sellers, Co, B. 

Corpl. J. L. Husbands, Co. C, 

Sergt. B. T. Nelson, Co. D. 

Sergt. P. A. Minton, Co. E. 

Twenty-fourtb Regiment of Infantry: 
Capt. W. D. Smith,* Co. A. 

Capt. W. P. Fowler, Co. F. 

Capt. John B. Hazard, Co. I. 

Capt. W. J. O’Brien, Co. B. 

Lieut. J. A. Hall, Co. K. 

Lieut, A. B. Nelson, Co. D. 

Lieut. R. T. B. Parham, Co. H. 

Lieut. A. Young, Co. A. 

Sergt. Maj. William Mink. 

First Sergt. J. M. J. Tally, Co. K. 

Twenty-fifth. Regiment of Infantry: 
Sergt. Isaac N. Rhoades, Co. A. 

Private Warren A. Jackson, Co. B. 

Private Samuel Ellison, Co. C. 

Private James A. Mote, Co. D. 

Sergt. J. F. Coker, Co. F. 

Twenty-sixth Regiment of Infantry : , 
Private B. A. Thomason, Co, A. 

Sergt. J. E. Gilbert, Co. B. 

Private L. P. Roberts, Co. C. 

Private Reedy Ward, Co. B. 

Sergt. F. E. J^Iitohell, Co. E. 

Twenty-eighth Regiment of Infantry: 
Private Topley Murphey, Co. B. 

Sergt. Elias Wood, Co. G. 

Sergt. W. B. Curry, Co. K. 

Thirty-second Regiment of Infantry: 
Private James Clemens,* Co. A. 

Corpl. Vincent H. Joiner, Co, B. 

Private Edmund Davis,* Co. C. 

Corpl. John C. Oliver,* Co. D. 

Private Reuben Dumas, Co E. 

Thirty-fourth Regiment of Infantry : 
Corpl. S. J. Numney, Co. A. 

Private J. R. Browning, Co. C. 

Private C. P. Greer, Co. D. 

Private James Shehoin, Co. E. 

Private S. W. Reynolds, Co. F. 

Thirty -ninth Regiment of Infantry : 
Adjt. J. M. Macon. 

Second Lieut. E. Q. Thornton, Co. K, 
Second Lieut. E. O. Petty, Co. B. 

Sergt. C.K.Hall, Co. H. 

Sergt. W. J. White, Co. H. 

Sergt. E. Priest, Co. K, 

Private W. C. Menefee, Co. A. 

Sergt. A. J. Talbot, Co, A. 

Private Samuel M, Martin, Co. B. 

Private John Dansby, Co. C. 


Corpl. N. B. Walker, Co. F. 
Private J. R. Black, Co. G. 
Corpl. W. R. Larry, Co. H. 
Private J. J. McVey, Co. I. 
Private J. N. Eilands, Co. K. 


Sergt. John Ives, Co. A. 

Private Martin Duggan, Co. B. 
Private Melbourn Deloach, Co. C. 
Sergt. Samuel S. Wylie, Co. D. 
Private Joseph Hall, Co. E. 

Private Samuel M. Roberts,* Co. F. 
Private A. W. Scott, Co. G. 

Private James R. Green, Co. H. 
Private N. Lankford,* Co. I. 

Private A. Posey, Co. K, 


Sergt. Patrick H. Smith, Co. G. 
Private Marion F. Hazlewood, Co. H. 
Private Charles W. Ropers,* Co. I. 
Private J. B. Peacock,* Co. K. 


Private J. T. McClain, Co. G. 

Private J. H. Cotrel, Co. H. 

Private John A. Uselton, Co. I. 
Companies F and K made no selection. 


Sergt. William E. Short, Co. L. 

The other companies made no selection. 


Private Nathaniel F. Wheelis,* Co. F. 
Corpl. James H. Dove, Co. G. 

Private Alfred C. Hutto, Co. H. 

Sergt. George W. Vanaandt, Co. 1. 
Corpl. Elijah P. Gabel,* Co. K. 


Private J. G. Whaley, Co. G. 
Private T. N. Cloud, Co. H. 
Private B. R. Covington, Co. L. 
Private J. G. Metts, Co. K. 


Private Evander Burkett, Co. D. 

Private Frank Jones, Co. E. 

Private William W. Meadows, Co. F. 
Sergts. John H. Poyner and T. F. Espy, 
Co. G. (Company G was unable to de- 
cide between these two sergeants.) 
Sergt. Abner Flowers, Co. I. 

Sergt. James S. Wilson, Co. K. 

Company H made no selection. 


Rilled in ?i.otion. 
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Seventeentli Battalion Sharpslaooters : 

Private John H. Rutlierford,* Co. A, 1 Private Walter S. White, Co. B. 

Waters’ battery : 

Private John Hutchison. 

Ketchum’s battery: 

Capt. James Garrity. I First Lieut. M. A. Hassell. 

First Lieut. Philip Bond. | 


First Regiment of Infantry : 

Lieut. Col. D. McGregor.* 

Adjt, S. N. Greenwood. 

Capt. O. F. Parrish, Co. D. 
Lieut. J. E Letson, Co. D. 

Capt. W. H. Scales, Co. C. 

Corpl. G. M. McKenzie,* Co. A. 
Private J. S. T. Hemphill, Co. B. 
Private G. W. Sallee,* Co. C. 


Arkansas, 


Private G. Bogy, Co. D. 
Private W. W. Chaney, Co. E. 
Private H. J. Bullion, Co. F. 
Private A. P. Green,* Co. G. 
Private J. Beeson, Co. H. 
Private J. H. Curd,* Co. I. 
Private O. C. Choat,* Co. K. 


Second Regiment of Arkansas Mounted Rifles: 


Corpl. James W. Piles, Co. A. 

Private Tilman Peavy,* Co. B. 

Private J.H. Eagle,* Co. C. 

Private E. A. Ballew, Co. D. 

Private W. A. Thompson,* Co. E. 

Fourth Regiment of Infantry : 

Sergt. S. H. Smith, Co. A. 

Private James M. Pate,* Co. C. 

Private Daniel Hudson, Co. D. 

Private Thomas Caldwell, Co. E. 

Sergt. J. F. Garrett,* Co. F. 

First Regiment of Mounted Rifles : 

Private Patrick Callanan, Co. A. 

Private W. T. Blakemore, Co. B, 

Private James Pearson, Co. C. 

Corpl. C. D. Jenkins, Co. D. 

Private T. J. Underwood, Co, E. 

Twenty-fifth Regiment of Infantry: 

Private J. Alphin, Co. A. 

Corpl, J. S. Ferguson, Co. B. 

Private W. G. EVans, Co. C. 

Private M. N. Jones, Co. D. 

Private S. H. McBride, Co. E. 

Fourth Battalion of Infantry : 

Private James Vines,* Co, A. 

Corpl. L. Heggie,* Co. B. 

Humphreys’ artillery company : 
Private John Campbell. 


Private WiUiam Till,* Co. F. 
Sergt. Jessee Shepard, Co. G. 
Private M. M. McGee, Co. H. 
Sergt. H. M. Graves, Co. I. 
Sergt. F. C. Jett, Co. K. 


Private J. M. Vinson,* Co. G. 
Sergt. S. T.Ward,* Co. H. 
Private Simpson Jackson, Co. I. 
Private T. P. Williams, Co. K. 


Private W. W. Coe, Co. F. 

First Sergt. W. S. Colburn, Co. G. 
Corpl. Thomas Thomson, Co. H. 
Corpl. Isaac L. Caston, Co. I. 
Private G. B. House,* Co. K. 


Private John A. Wright, Co. F. 
Private J. S. Gardner, Co. G. 
Private J. W. McNabb, Co. H. 
Corpl. A. M. Ragsdale, Co. I. 
Corpl. H. D. Holdaway, Co. K. 


Private George W. Ayler, Co. C. 
Private C. G. Warren, Co. E. 


Georgia, 


Fifth Regiment of Infantry : 


Private Newton Rice,* Co. A, 

Corpl. Michael McNamara,* Co. C. 
Private Thomas J. Brantley,* Co. E. 
Sergt. Samuel P. Kiddoo,* Co. F, 


Corpl. B. D. BedeU, Co. H. 

Private George W, Horsley.* Co. K. 
Companies D and G‘ declined to select. 


Killed in action. 



Chap. XXXIl.] 


975 


THE stone's KIVER CAMPAIGN. 


Third Battalion of Infantry : 

Private A. S. Kimrey,* Co. B. 
Private W. D. Clark,* Co. C. 
Private Mathew Hall, Co. T). 
Private John Capps, Co. E. 

Ninth Battalion of Infantry : 

Private Obey McCurry, Co. A. 
Private W. J. Wood, Co. B. 
Private N. W. Rice, Co. C. 


Private Michael Kinney, Co. F. 
Private Thomas Nolan, Co. G. 
Private G. W. Sanders, Co. H. 


Corpl. William M. Gaines, Co. D, 
Private C. M. R. Palmer, Co. E. 


Kentucky. 


Second Regiment of Infantrj^ : 

Color-Corpl. W. H. Robinson, Co. A. 
Private R. li. Graves, Co. B. 

Private Thomas Clark, Co. C. 

Sergt. C. A. Haskell, Co. D. 

Sergt. P. M. Chambers, Co. E. 

Fourth Regiment of Infantry : 

Corpl. G. W. Rogers, Co. A. 

Sergt. E. L. Johnson, Co. B. 

Private John McGuire, Company C. 
Color-Corpl. R. H. Lindsey, Co. D. 
Sergt. J. S. Whittington, Co. E. 

Sixth Regiment of Infantry : 

First Sergt. J. B. Lewis, Co. C. 
Corpl. E. S. Jones, Co. D. 

Private Thomas W. Payne, Co. E. 
Private James T. Prather, Co. G. 

Ninth Regiment of Infantry ; 

Capt. Joseph Desha, Co. I. 

Capt. James T, Morehead, Co. G. 
Private J. G. Wakefield, Co. A. 
Private Jacob Blackshear, Co. B. 
Private J. L. Collins, Co. C. 


Sergt. W. 0. Coppage, Co. F. 
Sergt. D. E. Turney, Co. G. 
Corpl. E. S. Wright, Co. H. 
Ser^. John H. Crane, Co. I. 
Sergt. James A. Pearce, Co. K. 


Private Joseph Nichols, Co. F. 

Private H. D. Wallace, Co. G. 

Sergt. A. M. Hathaway, Co. K. 
Companies H and I declined selecting. 


Second Sergt. William Harned, Co. H, 
Private J. 0. Cushenberry, Co, I. 
Companies A and B declined selecting. 


Private Nathan Board, Co. G. 
Sergt. William K. Kinman, Co. H. 
Sergt. Drakeford Gray, Co. I. 
Private H. B. Roberts, Co. K. 
Company B declined to select. 


Louisiana.. 


Thirteenth Regiment of Infantry : 

Color-Sergt. Roger Tammure. 

Sergt. Maj. John Parrel. 

Private Daniel Dunn, Co. A. 

Private George K. Higgins, Co. B. 

Private Lewis Brown, Co. C. 

Corpl. P. Druvot, Co. D. 

Twentieth Regiment of Infantry: 

Private Frank Monahan, Co. A. 

Corpl. Charles Sneider, Co. B, 

Corpl. John Bellejean, Co. C, 

Private Walter Haynes, Co. D. 

First Sergt. P. Mooney, Co. E. 

Austin^s battalion of sharpshooters : 
Private J. A. Stovall,* Co. A. 

Fifth Company Washington Artillery: 
Private John W. Anthony. 


Private J. M. Harris, Co. E. 
Private Michael McAuliife, Co. F. 
Private James Kinsley, Co. G. 
Private M. Branigan, Co. H. 

Sergt. Patrick Johnson, Co. I. 
Private Francis Mackin, Co. K. 


Private Justus Heisser, Co. F. 
Private Michael Sullivan, Co. G. 
Private Michael Carey, Co. H. 
Private John Gorman, Co. I. 
First Sergt. G. G. Smith, Co. K. 


I Private Andrew Develbiss, Co. B. 


Killed in action. 
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Mississijppi, 

Fiftli Regiment of Infantry: 

Sergt. William DaLbs, Co. A. Sergt. W. A. Snow, Co. F. 

Private Jesse Glass, Co. B. Private S. F. Fondren, Co. G. 

Corpl. J. J. Smith, Co. C. Sergt. D. L. McCoUum, Co. H. 

Private S. G. F. Jayroe, Co. D. Private W. R. Flanagan, Co. I. 

Sergt. J. K”. Richardson, Co. E. Private H. H. McMicnael, Co. K. 

Seventh Regiment of Infantry : 

Private John A. Higginbotham,* Co. A 
Private H. H. Price, Co. B. 

Private Richard R. Chaddick, Co. C. 

Private Jeptha Creel, Co. D. 

Sergt. George Stewart, Co. E. 

Eighth Regiment of Infantry 
Private W. T, Robertson, Co. A. 

Private J. H. Bonds, Co. B. 

Private W. J. Pitman, Co. C. 

Corpl. G. B. Risher, Co. D. 

Private S. T. Massey, Co. E. 

Ninth Regiment of Infantry: 

Private T. E. Bowden,* Co. A. 

Private Thomas Gill, Co. B. 

Color-Sergt. H. A. McCrosky, Co. 

Sergt. George F. Dnffy, Co. D. 

Private John McAfee,* Co. E. 

Forty-first Regiment of Infantry : 

Sergt. John A. Moore, Co, A. Private G. D. Nelson, Co. H. 

Private A. W. Bell, Co. D. Private P. Ledbetter, Co. 1. 

Private A. F. Anderson, Co. E. Private F. L. Constantine, Co. K. 

Private A. Sanders, Co. F. Corpl. W. M. Baker, Co. L. 

Private Samuel N. Richey, Co. G. 

Companies B and C declined making selections. 

Ninth Battalion of Sharpshooters: 

Fourth Sergt. M. Murphy, Co. A. | First Sergt. Joseph B. O’Brien, Co. A. 

Sergeant Murphy was selected by Maj. W. C. Richards, commanding battalion. 
Companies B and C declined making selections. 

Stanford’s Light Battery : 

Private Richard H. Elliott. 

Jefierson Artillery : 

Capt. P. Darden. . | Maj. R. B. Snowden, assistant adjutant- 

I general. 

North Carolina, 


Twenty -ninth Regiment of Infantry : 

Corpl. Abner B. Freeman, Co. A. Private Devania Millsaps, * Co. F. 

Private Thomas Elkin, Co. B. Private Abraham Hedrick, Co. G. 

Color-bearer James R. Lanning, Co. C. Private James A. Gillespie, Co. H. 

First Sergt. Erwin F. Roberts, Co. D. Private Thomas Willis, Co. I. 

Corpl. Willbum S. Smith, Co. E. Private Robert King, Co. K. 

Thirty-ninth Regiment of Infantry : 

Col. David Coleman. Private William T. West, Co. B. 

Lieut. Col. Hugh H. Davidson. Private James W. Cobb, Co. C. 

Actg. Adjt. Isaac S. Hyams. Private James B. A. Staten, Co. D. 

First Lieut. Abram Booker, Co. A. Private Moses Fulbright, Co. E. 

First Lieut. William T. Anderson, Co. B, Sergt. John W. Wiggins, Co. F. 
Sergt. John C. Rogers, Co. A. Sergt. John E. Moore, Co. I. 

Companies G and H made no selection ; Company K not in action. 


Private D. F. Hilbun, Co. F. 
Corpl. A. W. Atwood, Co. G. 
Private J. C. Lucy, Co. H. 
Private Joel Foster, Co. I. 
Private W. W. Watson, Co. K. 


Corpl. E. W. Dowty, Co. F. 
Private W. T. Hollis, Co. G. 

C. Private B. C. Lipscomb,* Co. H. 
Sergt. D. R. Biles, Co. 1. 

Private W. H. Wheeler, Co. K. 


Private B. Drummond, Co. F. 
Private M. B. Stringer, Co. G. 
Private A. Z. Coker, Co. H. 
Private P. W. Rogers, Co. J. 
Sergt. A. E. Ford, Co. K. 


* Killed in action. 
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South Carolina, 


Tentli Regiment of Infantry : 

First Lieut. C. C, White, Co. A. 

Private A. J. McCants, Co. A. 

Private J. S. Beaty, Co. B. 

Private W. D. Hewitt, Co. C. 

Private G. S Flowers, Co. B. 

Sergt. C. W. Cockfield, ^ Co. E. 

Private G. W. Curry, Co. F. 

Mneteenth Regiment of Infantry : 

Col. A. J . Lythgoe. Private S. B. McCoy, Co. E. 

Maj. John A. Crowder. Private Samuel Bloodsworth, Co. F. 

Private Benjamin W. Boothe, Co. A. Sergt. Seth A. Jordan, Co. G. 

Private Samuel S. Horn, Co. B. Private James McClain, Co. H. 

Sergt. W. H. Burkhalter, Co. C. Private James Jones, Co. I. 

Private W. A. Black, Co. B. Sergt. Martin Yonce, Co. K. 


Tennessee. 

Second Regiment of Infantry : 

Color-Sergt. John C. Ferris. 

Fourth Regiment of Infantry 

Sergt. J. B. Wendall, Co. B. 

Corpl. M. R. Browu, Co. C. 

Private R. L. Matthews, Co. E. 

Fifth Regiment of Infantry : 

Sergt. J. P. Hardcastle, Co. A. 

Second Lieut. Z. B. Hamrick, Co, 

Color-Sergt, W. Bavis, Co. C. 

First Lieut. W. T. Grissom, Co. C 
Capt. R. B. Roberts, Co. B. 

Second Lieut. W. W. Masey, Co. ; 

First Lieut. J. B. Blair, Co. G. 

Sergt. J. Swan, Co. G. 

Second Lieut. S. R. Richards, Co. 

Second Lieut. W. H. Ballard, Co. 

Eighth Regiment of Infantry 

Private B. T. Perkins,* Co. A. 

Private R. E. Coalson,* Co. B. 

Sergt. J. M. Jones, Co. C. 

Sergt. W. J. Armstrong,* Co. B. 

Sergij. Willie Simmons,* Co. E. 

Seventeenth Regiment of Infantry ; 

Col. A. S. Marks. 

Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd. 

Adjt. James B. Fitzpatrick. 

Capt. F. B. Terry, Co. A, 

First Lieut. G. W. Corn, Co. B. 

First Lieut. H. M. Kinsey, Co. B. 

Second Lieut. M. W. Black, Co. E 
Corpl. John N. Lowry,* Co. A. 

Company I declined making a selection. 

Nineteenth Regiment of Infantry : 

First Sergt. Joseph Thompson, Co. I. I Sergt. George N. Richardson, Co. K. 
First Sergt. Amos C. Smith, Co. B. | 

The other companies declined making selections. 

* Killed in action. 


Sergt. P. L. Shanher, Co. B. 
Sergt. W. T. Jones, Co. C. 
Sergt. Robert Rollins, Co. B. 
Private J. B. Martin, Co. E. 
Private John L. Conley, Co. F, 
Private J. H. Gober, Co. G. 
Private M. G. Liggett,* Co, H. 
Private T. C. Mitchell, Co. K. 


Private G. M. Whitson, Co. G. 
Sergt. J. F. Seay, Co. H. 
Private R. W. Mullins, Co. 1. 


Corpl. W. F. Biggs, Co. A. 

B. Second Sergt. J. A. Aguilar, Co. B. 
Sergt. L. B. HoUand, Co. C. 
Private W. T. Ballard, Co. B. 
Corpl. W. A. Thompson, Co. E. 

E. Private J. J. Hagler, Co. F. 

Private B. C. Baucum, Co. G. 
Private W. C. Malin,* Co. H. 

H. Private G. W. Costen,* Co. I. 

L. Corpl. J. B. Johnson, Co. K. 


First Sergt. E. B. Little,* Co. F. 
Private R. H. Gaines,* Co. G. 
Private T. G. Hall, Co. H. 

Sergt. J. T. Luna, Co. I. 

Sergt. Maj. W. H. Holmon,* Co. K. 


Private J. Cannon, Co. G. 

Private N. Gray, Co, H. 

Private W. H. Posten, Co. I. 
Private J. W. H. Bunch, * Co. K. 
Private J. A. Boatwright, Co, X. 
Sergt. S. B. Rhuarck, Co. M. 
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Twenty-third Eegimeut of Infantry : 
Lieut. Col. R. H. Keeble. 

Capt. W. H. Harder, Co. G. 

Capt. N. R. Allen, Co. E. 

Private W. M. Haynie, Co. A. 

Private W. J. Pennington, Co. B. 

First Sergt. J. N. Holt, Co. D. 

Twenty-fourth Regiment of Infantry : 
Private R. H. Jones, Co. A. 

Private Willis P. Jones, Co. B. 

Private J. M. Sullivan, Co. C. 

Sergt. W. H. Lofton, Co. D. 

Private William Jordon, Co. E. 

Twenty-fifth Regiment of Infantry : 
This regiment declined making any selec 


Private H. C. Haynes,* Co. E. 
Private S. M. Poster, Co. C. 

Private Jasper M. Harris,* Co. F, 
First Sergt. William K, Kelly, Co. G. 
Corpl. L. W. Jernighan, Co. II. 


Color-bearer Cuthbert Ferrell, Co. F. 
Sergt. G. W. Anderson, Co. G. 
Private Allen W. Williams, Co. H. 
Private R. A. Dean, Co. I. 

Private Andrew J. Powers, Co. K. 


Twenty-sixth Regiment of Infantry : 
Private James Deatherage,* Co. A. 
Private John H. Edwards, Co. B. 

Private William T. Williams,* Co. C. 
Private Wesley Collins, Co. D. 

Private William L. Rice, Co. E. 


Private William Wright, Co. F. 
Private A. M. Bronson, Co. H. 
Private Washington Fuller, Co. I. 
Private John Alford, Co. K. 


Twenty-eighth Regiment of Infantry : 
Capt- Franklin Fowler, Co. I. 

ITrst Lieut. James M. Lowe, Co. B. 
Private Elijah W. Greer, Co. A. 

Private Thomas W. Patton, Co. B. 

Private Lafayette Chilton, Co. C. 

Private James A. Rash, Co. G. 

Thirty-third Eegimeut of Infantry : 
Corpl. J.W. Hosier, Co. A. 

Private T. E. Mercer, Co. B. 

Sergt. J. C. Stublefield, Co. C. 

Private W. J. McDaniel, Co. D. 

Private E. M. Arnold, Co. E. 

Thirty-seventh Regiment of Infantry : 
Maj. J. T. McReynolds. 

Forty-fourth Regiment of Infantry: 
Col. John S. Fulton. 

Lieut- Col. J. L. McEwen, jr. 

Maj.H. C. Ewin. 

Capt. Samuel Jackson, Co. I. 

Private James D. Stone, Co. B. 

Forty-fifth Regiment of Infantry : 
Private A. W. Loftin, Co. A. 

Private J. H. Henderson, Co. B. 

Private J. E. Watkins,* Co. C. 

Corpl. P. C. F. Miller, Co. D. 

Private James Flowers,* Co. E. » 

Steuben Artillery : 

Private James L. Gibbs.* 


Ninth Regiment of Infantry : 
Lieut. Col. M. A. Dillard. 

Private F. M. Selim an, Co. A. 
Private John Bradshaw, Co. C. 
Private T. J. Cox, Co. D. 

Sergt. J. C. Hamilton, Co. E. 
Companies B and I declined 


Color-hearer Houston B. Graves, Co. F. 
Corpl. John F. Moore, Co. G. 

Private Pinkney Craighead, Co. H. 
Sergt. Claiborne D. Grifdth, Co. I. 

First Sergt. J. R. Pirtle, Co. K. 


Sergt. George T. Parham,* Co. F. 
Private W. K. Gauntlett, Co, G. 
Private J. L. Mizell,* Co. H. 

Sergt. J. E. Hays,* Co. I. 

Private J. D. Hill, Co. K. 


Private S. G. Heflin,* Co. C. 
Corpl. John W. Gill,* Co. F. 
Corpl. J. D. Crenshaw, Co. H. 
Corpl. Isaac S. Berry, Co. I. 
Private J. M. Sellers, Co. K. 


First Sergt. L. P. Cawthon,* Co. F. 
Private A. T. Lauom,* Co. G. 
Corpl. B. A. Baird, Co. H. 

Sergt. Hugh Hope, Co. I. 

Private John N. Williams, Co. K. 




Private J. M. Byrd, Co. F. 
Private D. F. Moore, Co. G. 
Private M. H. Dixon, Co. H. 
Sergt. G. W. Bedford, Co. K. 

making selections. 


Killed in action. 


CriAr. XXSn.] 


wheeler’s EAIDj etc. 


m 


Tenth Regiment of Cavalry (dismounted) : 


Private Alexander Cook, Co. A. 
Private F. M. Rodgers, Co. B. 
Sergt.J.T. McGee, Co. C. 

Sergt. A. Sims, Co. D. 

Private James Terry, Co. E. 

Fourteenth Regiment of Cavalry : 

Private W. R. Strapp, Co. A. 

Private Jordon Welcher, Co. B. 

Private Thomas A. Latimer, Co. C. 
Private William D. Melton,^ Co. D. 
Corpl. John H. Wyche, Co. E. 


Private W, W. Corley, Co. F. 
Private Stokely Hutchins, Co. G. 
Private J. O. Manning, Co. H. 
Private Joel Reynolds, Co. I. 
Private S. L. BirdweU, Co. K, 


Private William Spencer, Co. F. 
Private George P. Woodall, Co. G. 
Private William Hull, Co. H. 
Private Richard Stiles, Co. I. 
Private J. V. Keil, Co. K. 


Thirty-second Regiment of Cavalry (formerly Fifteenth) : 

Corpl. James A. Rogers,* Co. G. [ First Sergt. S. L. Easley, Co, I. 

Private James W. Clark,* Co. G. 1 Private E. Watson, Co. I. 

The other companies declined making selections. 


Ninth [Fifth] Confederate Regiment: 

Col. J. A. Smith, commanding. 

Capt. Joseph H. Beard. 

First Sergt. William Powers, Co. A. 

First Sergt. John Price, Co. B. 

Private Hugh McHugh, Co. C, 

Captain Douglas’ battery: 

Corpl. W. L. Waits. 

# # * 


First Sergt. Wafter Laracy, Co. D. 
Private John Hogan, Co. E. 
Private Curran Kenny, Co. F. 
Private Luther Hessey, Co, G. 
Sergt. A. P. Bums, Co. H. 


» # # « 


By order : 


S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 


JANUAEY 8-14, 1863.— Wheeler’s raid, including affairs at Mill Creek, 
Harpeth Shoals, and Ashland, Tenn. 

DRElI>OI?.TS. 

No. 1.— Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army. 
i;[o. a.— Chaplain Maxwell P. Gaddis, Second Ohio Infantry. 

No. 3. — Surg. Luther D. Waterman, Thirty-ninth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 4. — Brig. Gen. Robert B. Mitchell, TJ. S. Army. 

No. 5. — General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army. 

Ho, 1 . 

B^ort of Maj. Qm. William 8. Bosecram, U. 8. Army. 

Headqxtaeters Department of the Ottmbeeland, 

Murfreeslorough, Term., February 15, 1863. 
General : Supposing it well to furnisli the Department evidence of 
the inhuman violations of the rules of civilized warfare by the rebel 
authorities, I inclose copies of the lists of our medical officers who were 
robbed of their private and personal property at the late battle, and 
statement of Chaplain Gaddis, who was on a hospital boat that was fired 
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on and robbed at Harpeth Shonls by Wheeler’s cavalry. I can multiply 
documeDtary evidence on these outrages and many others, fully reveal- 
ing the barbarism of these rebel leaders, and will do so, if you think 
desirable. 

Verr respeetfaUr, ro«t obedient se™| 

Major-General. 

Brig. Gen. Lohenzo Thoivias, 

Adjutant- General U, S. Army^ Washington^ D. <7. 


JSTo. 2. 

Begort of Chaplain Maxwell P. Gaddis, Second Ohio Infantry. 

Camp at Murfeeesborough, Tenn., 

February 4, 1863. 

Sir : In accordance with your request, I herewith transmit a con- 
densed account of the capture and subsequent destruction of a portion 
of your transportation by fire on the Cumberland River, on January 13, 
at the head of Harpeth Shoals, 30 miles from Nashville and 35 miles 
from Clarksville. I was on the steamer Hastings at the time of her 
being ordered by the guerrillas to land, and, at the request of the cap- 
tain of the Hastiugs the officers and men on board (near 260 wounded), 
assumed command. I answered their hail and order by saying that we 
were loaded with wounded and could not stop. They again ordered us 
“ to come to,” and backed their orders by three volleys of musketry, 
after which I ordered the pilot of the Hastings, Round the steamer to 
the shore.” This he immediately endeavored to do. The current being 
swift, the boat yielded slowly, and the enemy again fired two rounds of 
artillery, one of the balls taking effect on the steamer, seriously wound- 
ing one of the men. As soon as the boat struck the steamer that had 
been captured some two hours previously, a gang of drunken rebels, 
under command of Colonel Wade, took possession of the Hastings. 

Then followed a scene of plunder and theft never before witnessed. 
They robbed soldiers and passengers indiscriminately j took from your 
wounded soldiers their blankets, rations, medicines, and in many in- 
stances their clothing ; robbed the officers of their side-arms, overcoats, 
hats, &c. ; the boat of all her freight, stores, and money, and her officers 
of their personal property.. I demanded of Colonel Wade some explana- 
tion of this inhuman course. He, being so drunk, only made me an 
idiotic reply. I then looked around for some other officer, and discov- 
ered Captain Burford, General Wheeler’s assistant adjutant-general, in 
whom 1 recognized an old acquaintance. I appealed to him. He was 
powerless, from the fact that the whole gang was drunk. He, however, 
reported the facts to General W'heeler, who authorized him to parole 
the Hastings, on condition that she carry no more supplies for the Fed- 
eral Government. 1 accepted the parole. I then took on board the 
wounded off* of the steamer Trio ; also ffiom the steamer Parthenia, and 
had succeeded in obtaining permission to pass on, when they, for the 
first time, discovered that the deck of the Hastings was “covered with 
bales of cotton, on which our wounded were lying. Wade instantly 
ordered me to ]>ut ashore all the wounded (over 400), that he might burn 
the cotton, it being theirs by capture, and, with them, a contraband of 
war. 
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To move the men again was almost impossible. They had been vir- 
tually stripped of everything — medicines, rations, and clothing; wc 35 
miles from any military post 5 night coming on; no place of shelter: 
no place to put our wounded and dying men save a muddy corn-field ; 
a heavy snow had begun to fall, and in view of all this, and my sym- 
pathy for men who for eighteen months had done their duty as true 
soldiers, and who for days had fought under you, and only ceased when 
borne from the field, I demanded other terms. I told him I would not 
move a soul from the boat, &c. 

All this was reported to Wheeler (at least they say so), and he ordered 
that I should be held personally responsible for the burning of their 
cotton on reaching Louisville, under penalty of my return to their lines 
as a prisoner of war. I deemed the terms mild, under the circum- 
stances, and I immediately accepted them, in which I claim I did my 
duty. 

The passengers and soldiers of the Trio and Parthenia ■were robbed 
in like manner. 

After they had done us all the harm they could, barely escaping with 
our lives, they allowed us to cross the river during the burning of the 
steamers. 

While they were preparing to burn, the gunboat Sidell hove in sight, 
and to all appearance made preparation to drive the enemy away, but, 
from some cause or other, Van Born made no fight, and surrendered the 
boat without firing a single shot. They then took possession of her, 
threw over her guns and arms, fired the three boats, and in a short time 
nothing remained but the charred hulls. 

On reaching Clarksville, I reported by telegraph to Major Sidell, who 
ordered me to proceed on as rapidly as possible to Louisville and re- 
port to Generals Boyle or Wright. This I did, and the inclosed papers 
will explain the final result of the unfortunate affair.* 

Thus hoping that in all this you will not condemn me, I remain, most 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. P. GADDIS, 

Chaplain Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

Major-General Eoseorans, 

Commanding Department of the Cumberland, 


No. 3. 

Report of Surg, Luther D, Waterman^ Thirty-nmth Indiana Infantry^ 

Ge-nhral Hospital, No. 17, 

Nashville^ Tenn,^ January 27, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on January 13, 1863, as surgeon 
in charge, I started with 212 wounded and sick soldiers of the United 
States Army on the steamer Hastings, on the Cumberland* Eiver, bound 
for Louisville, Ky. At Harpeth Shoals, ou that same day, the boat' was 
captured by the Confederate forces (after being fired upon by artillery 
and musketry, the hospital flag flying). The lists of about 212 soldiers 
and officers, from General Hospitals, No. 8, No. 15, and No. 6, Nashville, 
Tenn.j were taken, and the boat and men permitted to proceed only on 
condition that I certified to the lists as captured and paroled. They 
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dictated and I appended the following certificate to each of the hospital 
lists, no copy of which was left me : 

Ox CUMBEKLAND RiVEK, NEAR ASHLAND, 

January 13, 1863. 

I certify tliat tlie above lists of sick and ■wounded United States soldiers on board 
the steamer Hastings "were captured by tbe Confederate forces (or forces of the Con- 
federate States) on January 13, 1863, on the Cumberland Eiver, and duly paroled by 
E. S. Burford, assistant adiutant-general of G-eneral Wheelei*^8 cavalry corps. 

' J WATEEMAN, 

Surgeon TMrty-^inth Indiana VolunteerSf in Charge of Sick and Wounded. 

There were also 8 or 9 wounded officers of the United States Army 
on board, whose names were taken and who were sworn not to take up 
arms, &c., but who, being passengers and not under my charge, and 
immediately mingled with 500 others from other steamboats, I am un- 
able to name. The Confederate officers, being intoxicated and getting 
rapidly more so, took the lists, names, and plunder, and hurried off, in 
spite of my protest and demand for copies, only giving me in return 
the following statement, the original of which I have: 

Headquarters Cavalry, 

On Board the JBCaatings, on the Cumberland River, Tenn., January 13, 1863. 

The steamer Hastiug? haviug been captured by the Confederate forces on the 13th 
January, 1863, and having Cnired States soldiers, wounded in tbe late battles be- 
fore Murfreesborongh, [they] do swdar that they will not aid or abet or in any wise 
do anything prejudicial to the interests of the Confederate States until they are duly 
exchanged according to the cartel. 

Witness: 

E. S. BURFORD, Jr., 

Aeeietant Adjutant-Genej'al, Genei'al Wheeler’s Cavalry Corps. 

These wounded officers and soldiers were mingled with others un- 
avoidably and scattered to different hospitals, with no evidence, some 
of them without an understanding, of the transaction. Such are very 
briefly the essential facts concerning this capture and attempt at parole, 
the report of which has been somewhat delayed by sickness. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully and obediently, yours, 

L. D. WATEEMAN, 

Surgeon Thirty-ninth Indiana Volunteers.^ 

In charge General Mosj)italy Ab. 17, Nashville, Tenn. 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Eosecrans, 

Commanding Department of the Cumberland. 


Nfo. 4. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Robert B. Mitchell, U. 8. Army. 

Headquarters, 
Nashville, January 13, 1863. 

Major : The steamer Charter was burned last night about 8 o^clock, 
with her cargo. But two regiments have arrived from Gallatin yet 5 
two locomotives have given out. Stanley went on the Hillsborough 
pike, as you directed. 1 think our force should have been sent nearer 
the train. Damn the railroad, say I ! 

EOBT. B. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier • General, Commanding. 


Major Goddard. 
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IS'ASHYILLE, January 13, 1863. 
General : Charter was loaded principally with commissary stores. 
She was 5 miles this side of the shoals, near Ashland. Ewing’s brigade 
has not arrived. The last of Harlan’s brigade has just arrived. There 
is ^‘something rotten in Denmark” with the management of the railroad. 
Harlan’s brigade is moving out on the Charlotte pike to-night. Gen- 
eral Fry is here, and will go out in the morning. Stanley says the 
enemy have two full batteries and 4,500 men. 

EOBT. B. MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

General Eoseorans. 


iCiTASHViLLE, January 13, 1863. 

General : The rebels are burning everything on the river. There 
are at least four more freight boats destroyed, and the Sidell taken and 
burned. 

EOBT. B. MITCHELL, 

Brigadier- General. 

General Eoseorans. 


^Nashville, January 14, 1863. 

General : One of the gunners of the gunboat Sidell has arrived, 
and confirms the report of the burning of the boat. He says the pilot 
left the wheel, which was the cause of the disaster. He furthermore 
says that they knocked out the side of the boat nest the enemy with 
their own guns, endeavoring to elevate their i)ieces to reach the enemy 
on the high bank. Van Dorn is a prisoner ; the balance were paroled 
by Wheeler. 

EOBT. B. MITCHELL, 

Brigadier- General. 

General Eoseorans. 


Fo. 5. 

Refports of General Braxton Bragg, G. 8. Army. 

Ttjllahoma, January 17, 1863. 

General [Joseph] Wheeler, with a portion of his cavaby brigade, after 
burning the railroad bridges in the enemy’s rear, pushed for the Cum- 
berland Eiver, where he intercepted and captured four large transports ; 
destroyed three, with all the supplies, and bonded one to carry olf the 
400 paroled prisoners. He was hotly pursued by a gunboat, which he 
attacked and captured, and destroyed her with her whole armament. 
I ask his promotion as a just reward to distinguished merit. 

BEAXTON BEAGG. 

Adjutant-General. 


Tullahoma, January 21, 1863. 

After the capture of transports and gunboat, our cavalry made a dash 
for a large fleet of transports just below Harpeth Shoals. They threw 
overboard theb cargoes of subsistence, ordnance, and quartermaster’s 
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stores in immense quantity and escaped by a basty retreat. Our troops, 
in the midst of snow and ice, crossed to the north side of Cumberland 
by swimmiug their horses through the angry torrent, much swollen by 
recent rains; routed the guard, and captured and destroyed an immense 
collection of subsistence just loaded for transportation to ^Nashville by 


BEAXTOK BEAGG. 


General S. Cooper. 

Adjutant and Bisjpector General. 


JANUAEY 13-15, 1863.— Eeconnaissance from Murfreesborough to Nolens- 
ville and Versailles, Tenn. 

R^ort of Col. George D. Wagner^ Fifteenth Indiana Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Second Beio., Eiest Diy., Lept Wing-, 

Aemt of the Cumberland, 

In Gamp near Murfreesborough^ Tenn.^ January 16, 1863. 

SiE : In accordance with orders from General Eosecrans, on the morn- 
ing of the 13th, at 2 o’clock a. m., I marched from camp, in the direction 
of Triune. The force consisted of the Third Brigade, Colonel Streight 
commanding, my own, the Second Brigade, and Captain Otis’ brigade 
of cavalry, about 700 strong. 

The crossing of the river was difficult, detaining us some time. The 
route was by way of Lizzard and Lane’s store, to the pike at Bole Jack. 
Here was [were] seen some 8 or 10 mounted men, who seemed to be 
posted as lookouts on the hill ; only one was taken. I sent from here a 
cavalry force up the pike beyond Triune ; saw nothing of importance. 
Learning that General Wheeler had passed down the road, in the direc- 
tion of Nashville, we moved forward to Nolensville and camped for the 
night. Here I ascertained that Wheeler had been joined by Forrest 
with about 1,000 men, which made their force about 3,000 men and seven 
pieces of artillery. 

On the morning of the 14th I was about starting in pursuit, by way 
of Brentwood, when an order was received from General Eosecrans, 
directing me to send two regiments to the Wilkinson pike, and with the, 
remainder to move to Eagleville, 14 miles toward Shelby ville, then to 
Versailles, 7 miles east, join forces with the two brigades there and at 
Salem, and to move with the whole force to strike the enemy. This the 
rain prevented, as, on the morning of the 15th, it was impossible to move 
except by the pike, and that led only to camp, where I had started with 
the entire command, when an order was received from the general di- 
recting a return. On the 14th, learning there was a large mill, west 2 
miles from Eagleville, that was grinding for the enemy, I directed Cap- 
tain Otis to send a party of cavalry to destroy it, so they could not use 
it, but not to burn it unless it was the only way to prevent their using 
it. They found a large amount of meal stored in it and ready to send 
to the rebels, and burned it. 

The advance, under command of Colonel , Tennessee cavalry, 

had a skirmish with the enemy at Eagleville, capturing 12 or 15 and 
their horses. The colonel had his horse shot under him. There was 
also a large lot of horses and mules taken by the different quartermas- 
ters. I estimate the entire number at 100 head. The quartermaster 
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of my brigade reports 8 mules and 2 horses. A valuable lot was taken 
by Captain Otis from the rebel Captain Lytle. 

I am of the opinion, had it not been for the storm, we could have hit 
the enemy a hard blow on the 15th, at Posterville. There is, or was, but 
one company of cavalry at Unionville, and nothing but cavalry at Fos- 
terville. I do not think they have any infantry this side of Shelbyville 
and Wartrace. Cheatham on the 14th was at the former place. 

Owing to the rain and the cold, the men suffered much, and are enti- 
tled to as much consideration as if they had gained a \ictory in dry 
weather. The officers, particularly the mounted ones, did not suffer so 
much, yet, I am sorry to say, some of them complained more than those 
who waded water knee-deep ; the men, when they came to a vast pond or 
creek, raised a shout or song and plunged in. The stone of the pike, 
much of it recently made, cut the shoes up badly. I need in my brigade 
700 pairs before the men can march, l^'o doubt the other brigade needs 
as many. 

To the commanders of brigades, Colonel Streight, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wood, and Captain Otis, I am much indebted for the efficient manner 
in which they did their duty, as well as Captains Hume and Martin, of 
General Hascalfs staff, who were of much service. 

Which is respectfully submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 

G. D. WAGNEE, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

[Brigadier-General Hasoall.] 


[Inclorsemeiit.] 


Headquarters First Division, Left Wing-, 

January 15, 1863. 

Eespectfully forwarded for the information of the commanding general. 
The men underwent great hardships, and are entitled to credit for the 
soldierly manner in which they endured the same. 

MILO S. HASCALL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


JANUARY 19, 1863. — Skirmish near Woodbury, Tenn. 

Bej^ort of Cajgt. Thomas B. McClelland, Third Ohio Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. , Second Battalion, Third Ohio Cavalry, 

Camp near Beady ville, Tenn., January 20, 1863. 

Sir: In accordance with instructions, the Second Battalion, consist- 
ing of Companies E, F, A, and D, reported to Col. W. B. Hazen, com- 
manding Second Brigade (January 10, 1863), and were marched to this 
place, a distance of 12 miles. Our time since has been fully occupied in 
patrolling and scouting, with an occasional skirmish with the enemy’s 
pickets and scouting parties, until yesterday we had quite a brilliant 
little affair with a portion of Morgan’s command, under Colonel Hutch- 
eson. About noon, picket firing vias heard to the front. The colonel 
commanding ordered me to send out and see what it meant. I made a 
detail from Companies E, F, and A, consisting of 44 men, under com- 
mand of Lieutenant Hansey, of Company F, and Lieutenant Clark, of 
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Company E. They found it to be our vedettes firing on some rebel cav- 
alrv, who had come within range, and upon receiving their fire retreated. 
Our party followed them, and, after proceeding within 2 miles of Wood- 
bury, came upon the enemy’s pickets, driving them in. At this time they 
discovered a party of the enemy charging on them in their rear. Lieu- 
tenant Clark, who was in command of the rear, immediately wheeled his 
men, and poured into them, from his carbines, a galling fire, and then 
drew sabers and charged them in fine style, scattering them in all direc- 
tions, killing 2, wounding 1, and taking 10 prisoners, with no loss on our 
side except 2 horses wounded. The enemy was now in force in front 
and on the flanks. A retreat was ordered, the prisoners being sent for- 
ward under a guard ; the party was divided equally, each lieutenant 
taking command of a party. One formed a line and held the enemy in 
check, while the other fell back, and vice versa^ by which means they 
succeeded in bringing their prisoners in without loss. The enemy fol- 
lowed to the pickets, and quite a skirmish ensued, without loss on our 
side. 

Permit me to offer a suggestion. Morgan’s brigade is scattered from 
McMinnville to Woodbury, one and two regiments in a place. Now, 
in my opinion, with an adequate force of cavalry, and probably some 
artillery, his command could be taken in detail and routed completely. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' T. D. McClelland, 

Ga^tain^ Gomdg. Second Battalion^ Third Ohio Cavalry, 

Lieut. Col. D. A. Mureay, 

Commanding Third Ohio Cavalry. 


ALTEMH^ATE DESIGNATIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS 

VOLUME.* 

Adams’ (Samuel) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Regiment 
Adrian’s (T. W.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, I2th Battalion, 
Aldrich’s (Simeon C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops^ AMh Regiment 
Alexander’s (John W. S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 2\st Regiment 
AUen’s (Thomas G.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, ^Qth Regiment 
AUen’s CWilliam W.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, \st Regiment. 

AUin’s (P. T.) Sharpshooters. See Tennessee Ti'oops, Confederate. 

Altemire’s Infantry. (OflScial designation unknown.) Bee Colonel AUemne. 
Anderson Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, loth Regiment 
Anderson Troop Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Anderson’s (Charles) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 93d Regiment 
Anderson’s (John H.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops^ Confederate, 8th Regiment 
Anderson’s (Nicholas L.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 6th Regiment 
Anderson’s (Paul F.) Cavalry. See Baxter Smith's Cavalry. 

Anderson’s (E. W.) Artillery. See S. A. Moses' Artillery. 

Andrews’ (Julius A.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, loth Regiment 
Ashby’s (H. M. ) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Austin’s (J. E.) Sharpshooters. See Louisiana Troops, \Ath J^aifalion. 

Autry’s (James L.) Infantry. See Mmissij^pi Troops, 27th Regiment 
Bacot’s (W. C.) Cavalry. See N. B. Forrest's Cavalry. 

Baldwin’s (William W.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Barker’s (J, D.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, Ist Regiment 


* References are to index following. 
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Barnes’ (Milton) Infantry. See Ohio Trooxy8,97th Regiment. 

Barnett’s (Charles M.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Regiment, Ratteyp I. 
Barret’s (0. W.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confedei'ate. 

Barrett’s (Wallace W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 44^7^ Regiment. 

Bartleson’s (Frederick A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 100/7i RegimenU 
Bassford’s (Stephen A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 9Mh Regiment. 

Baucum’s (George F.) Infantry. See Arhansas Troops, 8ih Regiment. 

Baxter’s (Ed.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Beebe’s (Yates Y.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, IQtli Battery. 

Belding’s (Edmund B.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Is# Regiment, Battery A. 

Bell’s (A. W.) Inf antry. See North Carolina Troops, Z9th Regiment. 

Benneson’s (William H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 78th Regiment. 

Bennett’s (James D.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

Bennett’s (John E.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 75th Regiment. 

Benton’s (h. J.) Artillery. See F. H. Rohertson^s Artillery. 

Berry’s (William W.) Infantry. See Kentuchy Troops, Union, 5th Regiment. 
Bingham’s (George B.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, let Regiment 
Black’s (W. T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Blake’s (John W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 40i7t Regiment 
Blake’s (William H.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 9th Regiment 
Bledsoe’s (W. S.) Cavaliy. See J. R. Murrafs Cavalry. 

Block’s (David) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Blythe’s Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 44#7t Regiment 
Bounds’ (J. M.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Xlth Regiment 
Bowen’s (William L. L.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Uh Regiment 
Boyle’s (John) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 9th Regiment 
Bradley’s (Cullen) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 6th Battery. 

Bradley’s (Luther P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 51s# Regiments 
Brantly’s (W. F.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 29th Regiment 
Bratton’s (H. L. W.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 2Uli Regiment 
Breckinridge’s (W. C. P.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Coiifederate, 9th Regiment. 
Briant’s (Cyrus E.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 88th Regiment. 

Bridges’ (Lyman) Engineers. See Union Troops, Pioneer Brigade, Is# Battalion. 
Brigham’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 69th Regiment. 

Bristol’s (Hiram W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 34#7t Regiment. 

Broaddus’ (Green B.) Infantry. See Kentutky Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 

Brown’s (John Mason) Cavaliy. See Kentucky Troops, Unioyi, 10th Regiment 
Buckner’s (Allen) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 79th Regiment. 

Buell’s (George P.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 58th Regiment 
Bunn’s (H. G.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Burke’s (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 10#7i Regiment. 

Burks’ (J. C.) Cavalry. See Texas Ti'oops, 11th Regiment. 

Bush’s (Asahel K.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 4th Batiei^y. 

Butler’s (J. R.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confedei*ate, Zd Regiment 
Butler’s (W. E.) infan try. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 18th Regiment. 

Byrd’s (Robert K.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 1st Regiment 
Byrne’s (Edward P. ) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate'.. 

Cahill’s (James B.)r Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 16#^- Regiment 
Caldwell’s (James N.) infan try. See Union Troops, Regulars ^18th Regiment. 
Calvert’s (J. H.) Artillery. See Melena Artillery. 

Cameron’s (F. J.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 6th and 7th Regiments. 
Cameron’s (J. F.) Infantry. See Confedei'ate Troops, Regulars, Zd Regiment 
Camp’s (J. L.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 141h Regiment. 

Campbell’s (Archibald P.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 2d Regiment 
Carnes’ (W. WO Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 
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Carpentei's (Stephen D.) Infantry. See Vnion Troojis, Segulars. 19th Itegiment, lat 
Battalion. 

Carpenter’s (Stephen J.) ArtiUery. See Wisconsin Troops^ StJi Battery. 

Carr’s (Henry M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Itegiment. 

Carroll's (William B.) Infantry See Indiana Troops, 'iQih Itegiment. 

Carter’s (James E.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confedei'ate. 

Carter’s (John C.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 38ih Itegiment^ 

Casey’s (Thomas S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, llOfli liegiment. 

Cassil’s (Alexander) Infan try. See Ohio Troops, 66ili Begimeni. 

Cassilly’s (William B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 69th Regiment. 

Chalmers’ Sharpshooters. See Mississippi Troops, 9ih Battalion. 

Chandler’s (William P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 35th Regiment. 

Chapin’s (Alfred E.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 10//i Regiment. 

Chapman’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 74th Regiment. 

Charlton's (R.) In fan try. See Mississippi Troops, 45th Regiment.. 

Chenault’s (D. W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, llih Regim&nt. 
Chester’s (John) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confedei'ate, 51si Regiment. 

Chicago Board of Trade Artillery. See Illinois Troops. 

Church’s ( Josiah W'.} Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 4ih Battery. 

Clay’s (E. F.) Mounted Rifles. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate. 3d Battalion. 
Claybrooke’s (F.) Infan try. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, iiOth Regiment. 
Clements’ (Robert) Pioneers. See Union Troops, Rioneer Brigade, 3d Battalion. 
Cluke’s (R. S.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, Sth Regiment. 

Cobb’s (Robert) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate. 

Cockerill’s (A. T. M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Cockerill’s (Daniel T.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, lai Regiment, Battery F. 

Coleman’s (F. W.) Artillery. See P. Barden^ s Artillery. 

Collier’s (Daniel R.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Collins’ (Henry E.) Cavalry, See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Collins’ (Joseph P.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 29ih Regiment. 

Colquitt’s (John W.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Is^ Regiment. 

Connell's (John M. ) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 17 th Regiment. 

Cook’s (Ed. C.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 32d Regiment, 

Cooper’s (Joseph A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Cotter’s (Charles) Artillery, See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 

Cotter’s (W. A.) Infantry, See Arkansas Troops, 36th Regiment. 

Cowen’s (D. D. T.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 52d Regiment. 

Cox’s (Jerome B.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, lOi/i Battemj. 

Cox’s (J. J.) Sharpshooters. See Georgia Troops, 2d Battalion. 

Cox’s (John T.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment. 

Craddock’s (Jesse J.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Cram’s (George H.) Infantry. See Kentucky -Troops, Union, 9th Regiment. 

Creighton’s (J. R. J.) Shaipshooter^. See P. T. Allin^s Shaipshoofers. 

Cribbs’ (H. H.) Artillery. See C. L. Lumsdeids Artillmj. 

Crof ton’s (Robert E. A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 16th Regiment. 
Croxton’s (John T.) Infantry. See ^Kentucky Troops, Union, 4th Regiment. 

Cummins* (John E.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Cunnmgham's (P. D.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 28th Regiment. 
Cupp’s (Valentine) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Darnel’s (Charles P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Darden’s (P.) Artillery. See Jefferson Artillery. 

Davidson’s (George S. ) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Davis’ (John R ) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, ConJ ederate, ' 

Davis’ (Samnel) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 2^th Regiment. 

Dawson’s (Andrew R. Z.) Infantry, See Ohio Troops, Regiment. 
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Dibrell’s (G. G.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

Dick’s (George F.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 86i/i Regiment 
Dickerson’s (C. J.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, Wih Regiment. 

Dickey’s (Frank W.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, M Regiment. 

Dickinson’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Dils’ (John, jr.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Z9th Regiment 
Dodge’s (Joseph B.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Z9th Regiment 
Douglas’ (James P.) Artillery. See Texas Troops. 

Douglass’ (De Witt C.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Douglass’ (W. F.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 6th and 7th Regiments. 

Drake’s (Levi) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 49th Regiment 
Drury’s (Lucius H.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, Zd Battery. 

Duke’s (Basil W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, M Regiment. 
Duncan’s (H. H.) Mounted Rifles. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, Zd Battalion, 
Dunlop’s (J. E.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Regiment 
Dunn’s Regiment. See Ambrose C. Dunn. 

Dunn’s (David M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Dunwoody’s (James A.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, I2th Battery. 

Dysart’s (Alexander P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Z4th Regiment. 

Edgarton’s (Warren P.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E. 
Elirler’s (Francis) Infantry, See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Eldridge’s (L. B.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 4th Regiment. 

EUiott’s (George F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 69ih Regiment. 

Ellis’ (Ephraim J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, ZZd Regiment. 

Ellsworth’s (Alban A.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, U^iion, Battery B. 

Ely’s (John J.) Artillery. See Michigan Troogys, 6th Battery. 

Embree’s (James T.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, BSth Regiment. 

Eny art’s (David A.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Ist Regiment. 
Erdelmeyer’s (Frank) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Z2d Regiment. 

Este’s (George P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Estep’s (George) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 8th Battery. 

Estes’ (William N.) Cavalry. See Confedei'aU Troops, Regulars, Zd Regiment. 
Eufaula Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 

Evans’ (James C.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2\st Regiment. 

Farrar’s (F. H. jr.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 1st Regiment, Regulars. 
Faulkner’s (JohnK.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 
Faulkner’s (W. W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate. 

Feild’s (H. R.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, Is^ and 27 tli Regiments. 
Fisk’s (S. W.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 16th and 2bih Regiments. 
Fitzpatrick’s (E. J.'i Artillery. See JEL. C. Semple's Artillery. 

Flegle’s (Jacob) Sharpshooters. See Ohio Troops, 4th Company. 

Floyd’s (W. W.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 
Foley’s (James L.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 10th Regiment. 

Forman’s (James B.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Ibih Regiment. 
Forman’s (Joseph T.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Forrest’s (N. B.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Frizell’s (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 94th Regiment. 

Franklin’s (James J.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, ZOth Regiment. 

Freeman’s (S. L.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Fulmer’s (Jesse) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 16th Regiment, Battalion. 
Fulton’s (John S.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 44th Regiment. 
Funkhouser’s (John J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 98th Regiment. 

Fjrffe’s (James P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops,69th Regiment. 

Gaines’ (F. Y.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Zd Regiment. 

Gano’s (R. M.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate,! th RegimenU 
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Garrity’s (James) Artillery. See William H. Ketchum^s Artillei^y, 

Ganrer’s (William) Infantry. See Indiana Irooj)8, 101s^ Regiment. 

George’s ( J ames) Infantry. See Minnesota TroojySi %d Regiment. 

German’s (Obadiali) Artillery. See Wisconsin It'oops, bth Battery. 

Gibson’s (J. Gr.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 14^/^ Battalion, Battery F. 

Gibson’s (Randall L.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, IZtli and 2Qth Regiments. 
Gibson’s (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, A9th Regiment. 

Gilchrist’s (James G.) Infantiy. See Alabama Troops, M>th Regiment. 

Gillem’s (Alvan C.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, lOf/i Regiment. 

Gilmer’s (Daniel H.^) Infantry. See Illinois Troojys, ZSth Regiment. 

Giltner’s (H. L.) Cavalry. See EentucTcy Troops, Confederate, Aih Regiment. 

Given’s (Josiah) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 18<7i Regiment. 

Good’s (Joseph) Infantiy. See Ohio Troops, 108tk Regiment. 

Gooding’s (Michael) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Goodspeed’s (Wilber F.) Artillery, See Ohio Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 
Gordon’s (G. W.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, lliTi Regiment. 
Govan’s (D. C.) Infantry. See Arlcansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Gratz’s (Louis A.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Qth Regiment. 

Gray’s (Isaac P.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, ^th Regiment. 

Gray’s (Samuel F.) Infantry. See' Ohio Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Green’s (Ezekiel) Artillery. See Benjamin S. Nicklin^s Artillery. 

Greusel’s (Nicholas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Z6th Regiment. 

G3dder’s (Benjamin C.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 9th Regiment. 

Griffin’s (Daniel F.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, ^Sth Regiment. 

Grigsby’s (J. W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confedo'ate, 6th Regiment. 
Guenther’s (Francis L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 6ih Regiment, Baf^ 
tery S. 


Gnillet’s (Charles) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 13th and 20th Regiments. 
Hagan’s (James) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Hale’s (Luther F.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 6th Battery. 

Halisy’s (Dennis J.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 
HaU’s (Michael T.) Infantiy. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 33d Regiment. 
Hall’s (W^illiam S.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Hambiight’s (Henry A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, K9th Regiment. 
Hamilton's (0. P.) Cavahy. See Tennessee Troops, Confedei'ate. 


Hamrick’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 23d Regiment. 
Hapeman’s (Douglas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 104th Regiment. 

Hardy’s (L. T.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, mh Battalion. 
Harman’s (E. V.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Uth Battalion. 

Harmon’s (Oscar F.) Infantry, See Ulinois Troops, 126ih Regiment. 

Harper’s (R. W.) Mounted Rifles. See Arlcansas Troops, Ut Regiment Rifles. 
Harrington’s (Fazilo A.) Infantiy. See Illinois Troops, 2*4 th Regiment. 

Harris’ (John L.) Infan^. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 6th and 9th Regiments- 
Hams (Samuel J.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 19th Battery, 

Harrison’s (Benjamin) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, lOih Regiment. 

Harrison’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Harvey’s (Reuben F.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Hathaway’s (Gilbert) Infantiy. See Indiana Troops, 13d Regiment. 

Hawkms’ (A. T.) Sharpshooters, See Mississippi Troops, lUh Battalion. 

Hawkms’ (Hiram) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 
Haw^ (Joseph G.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Hays' ( Wiin^ H.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Regiment. 

Heg s (Hans C. ) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, i6ih Regiment. 

Helena Artillery. See Arkansas Troops. 

HeBOook'B (Henry) ArtiUeiy. See MUmiri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery O. 
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Hewett’s (John M.) Artillery. See KentucTcy TroojiSy Unioriy Battet'y B, 

Hewitt’s (James W.) Infantry. See KmiucTcy Troojps, Confederate, 2d Eegiment, , 
Hibbard’s (Elisha C.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2iilh Begiment 
Hickcox’s (Eli J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Q^ih Begimeni, 

Hilljs (B. J.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, ^th [35i^] Begiment 

EKU’s (Samuel) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 2d Begiment 

Hill (Washington) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, hth Battery, 

Hines’ (Cyrus C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 67ih Begiment. 

Hobart’s (Harrison C.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 21st Begiment, 

Hobson’s (William E.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 13ih Begiment, 
Holman’s (D. W.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Hood’s (Calvin) Pioneers. See Union Troops, Pioneer Brigade, 2d Battalion, 
Hoskins’ (William A.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 12th Begiment, 
Hotchkiss’ (Charles T.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Sdth Begiment. 

Hotchkiss’ (William A.) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Battery. 
Houghtaling’s (Charles) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Ist Begiment, Battery C. 
Houk’s (Leonidas C.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 2d Begiment, 
Housum’s (Peter B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 77th Begiment. 

Howard’s (James R.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Begulars, 2d Begiment. 
Howard’s (William) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, ^9th Begiment. 

Hughs’ (John M.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Conf edei'ate, ^ih Begiment. 

Hull’s (James S.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 27th Begiment. 

Humphrey’s (Charles B.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 5th Battery, 
Humphrey’s (George) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, S8th Begiment, 

Humphreys’ (John T.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops. 

Hunter’s (Morton C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Qid Begiment. 

Hunt’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 9th Begiment, 
Hurd’s (Orrin D.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 2Qth Begiment, 

Hurt’s (C. S.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 6th and 9th Begiments. 
Innes’ (William P.) Engineers. See Michigan Troops, Ist Begiment. 

Ison’s (F. M.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Jamagin’s (C. G.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 27th Begiment, 
Jarvis’ (Dwight, jr.) Infantry. See Ohio T'oops, 12ih Begiment. 

Jefferson Artillery. See Mississippi Troops. 

JefEiress’ (William C.) Artillery. See Nottoway Artillery. 

Johnson’s (A. R.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 10th Begiment, 
Johnson’s (J. B.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, ConfederOite, 29th Begiment, 
Johnson’s (Ole C.) Infantry. See" Wisconsin Troops, 15th Begiment. 

Johnson’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 22d Begiment. 

Johnson’s (Thomas) Mounted Rifles. See Kentucky Tt'oops, Confederate, 2d Battalion, 
Jones’ (Fielder A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 29th Begiment 
Jones’ (Frederick C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 2Uh Begiment. 

Jones’ (Griffith) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 9th Begiment. 

Jones’ (T. M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 27 ih Begiment, 

Kammerling’s (Gustave) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 9ih Begiment. 

Keeble’s (R. H.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 22d Begiment, 

Kell’s (John) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Begiment, 

Kelly’s (John H.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 8th Begiment. 

Kennett’s (Henry G.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 79th Begiment. 

Kessler’s (John G.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 2d Begiment, 

Ketchum’s (William H.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 

Key’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Helena Artillery, 

King’s (John H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Begulars, 15th Begiment, 1st Battalion. 
Kinley’s (Isaac) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 26th Begiment. 

Kirby’s (Isaac M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 101«^ Regiment. 
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Klein’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Knefler’s (Frederick) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 79th Regiment 
Laiboldt’s (Bernard) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Vnion, 2d Regiment. 

Lane’s (John Q.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 97i1i Regiment. 

Lanier’s (E. F.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 13th Regiment. 
Laxmer’s (S. P.) Cavalry. See Trigg^s Cavalry. 

Laughlin’s (James) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, Isf Reginieiit. 

Lavender’s (F. M.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 20th Regiment. 
Lawson’s (Oriis A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Learning's (Henrj’) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, AOih Regiment. 

Lennard’s (George W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 5!7ih Regiment. 

Lesley’s (John T.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Ath Regiment. 

Lewis’ (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 
Leyden’s (A.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 9ih Battalion. 

Lillard’s (.lohn M.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 26ih Regiment. 
Lilly’s (Eli) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, ISih Battery. 

Lister’s (Frederick W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Zlst Regiment. 

Livingston’s (Cortland) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Battery. 

Locke’s (M. F.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, IQth Regiment. 

Loomis’ (C. 0.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, Ist Regiment, Baiteip J. 

Louisville Legion, Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2th Regiment. 

Ludlow’s (Israel) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulajs, 2ih Regiment, Battery H. 
Lumsden’s (C. L.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 

Lythgoe’s (A. J.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 10th and 19th Regiments. 
McCann’s (Richard) Cavalry. See De Witt C. Douglass' Cavalry. 

McClain’s (Richard W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 51sf Regiment. 

McClelland’s (James S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 22th Regiment. 

McClelland’s (’Thomas D.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment. 

McComas’ (Hamilton C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 107th Regiment. 

McCook’s (Anson G. ) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment. 

McCown’s Escort Cavalry. See X. T. Eardfs Cavalry. 

McCreery's (William B.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 2l8t Regiment. 
McCulloch's (Miller R.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
McDonald’s (Bedan B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lOlsf Regiment. 

McDowell’s (B. G.) Infantry, See North Carolina Troops, 62d Regim&nt. 
McDowell’s (Joseph A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 6Qih Regiment. 
McDnfiSe’s (W. A.) Artillery. See Eufaula Artillery. 

McParlane’s (John A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

McGraw's (John S.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 27th Regiment. 

McEvain’s (Alexander) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 6^th Regiment. 

McKee's (David) Infantry, See Wisconsin Troops, 12th Regiment. 

McKee’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
McKelvaine’s (R. P.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 24.ih Regiment. 
McBZinstry’s (Alexander) Infantry. See Alabama T'oops, 22d Regimeyit. 
McMackin's (Warren E.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 21s^ Regiment. 

McMuny’s (James A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confedet'ate, 4thRegiment F. A 
McNeill’s (A.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 8th Regiment. 

McHeynolds’ (J. T.) Infantry.’ See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 27th Regim&nt. 
Magee’s (David W.) Infantry. See Illinow Troops, 86th Regiment. 

Magevney’s (M., jr.) Infantry, See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 12^th Regiment, 
Malone’s (James C., jr.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Uth Battalion. 
Manderson’s (Charles F. ) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Money's (Frank) Sharpshooters. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Maple’s (Thomas S.) Cavalry. See Andei'son Troop, Cavalry. 

Marks’ Artillery. See H. C. S&mpleh Artillery. 
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Marks’ (A. S.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troo^s^ Confederate^ V7tli JRegimeni. 

Marsh’s (Jason) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 7Ath Begiment 
Marshall’s (Alexander) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1^^ Regiment, Battery G, 
Marshall’s (John J.) Cavalry. See X. Giliner^s Cavalry, 

Marshall’s (L. G.) Artillery. See W, W, Carnes' Artillery. 

Martin’s (John A.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 8ili Eegiment. 

Mauldin’s (T. H.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Maury’s (Henry) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 32fZ Begiment. 

May’s (Reuben) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Sth Begiment. 

Mebane’s (John W.) Artillery. See K. E. WrigliVa Artillery. 

Melton’s (James M.) Infantry. See Tennessee Tioops, Union, 2d Begiment, 
Mendenhall’s (John) Artillery. See Union Troops, Begulars, Ath Begiment, Baitei'ies 
H and M. 

Mihalotzy’s (Geza) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 2Ath Begiment. 

Miller’s (Silas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 2^tli Begiment. 

Miller's (William) Infantry. See Florida Troops, and 2d Begimenis. 

Milliken’s (Minor) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, Begiment. 

Minty’s (Robert H, G.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Ath Begiment. 

Mitchell’s (Joseph A. S.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Mix’s (Frank W.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Ath Begiment. 

Monroe’s (James) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 123d Begiment. 

Moody’s (Granville) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 7 Ath Begiment. 

Moore’s (Orlando H.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 2^fh Begiment, 

Moore’s (Robert S.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 82th Begiment. 

Moore’s (W. L.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 8th Begiment. 
Morehead's (James T.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 9th Begiment. 
Morgan’s (J. B.) Infantry. St*e Mississippi Troops, 29th Begiment. 

Morgan’s (John T.) Partisans. See Alabama Troops, 21st Begiment. 

Morgan’s (W. E.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, TSth Begiment. 
Moses’ (S. A.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Mottley’s (Erasmus D. ) See Kentucky Troops, Union, llih Begiment. 

Mullen’s (Bernard F.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 22th Begiment. 

Mulligan’s (James B.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Begulars, 19ih Begiment, Bat- 
talion. 

Munday’s (Reuben) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 8th Begiment, 

Munger’s (William A.) Infantry, See Illinois Troops, lOOt^ Begiment. 

Murray’s (Douglas A.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Murray’s (Eli H.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troop>8, Union, 2d Begiment. 

Murray’s (John E.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 2ih Begiment. 

Murray’s (J. P.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confedei^aic. 

ITeff's (Elias) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, AOth Begiment. 

Keibling’s (James M ) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 2l8t Begiment. 

Ueilson’s (E. R.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 27th Begiment. 

Nell’s (G. W.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Battery B. 

Newell’s (Nathaniel M.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Isf Begiment, Battery D. 
Nicholas’ (Thomas P.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Begiment. 
Nicklin’s (Benjamin S.) Artillery, See Indiana Troops, 12th Batt&i'y. 

Nodine’s (Richard H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 22th Begiment. 

Nottoway Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Olson’s (Porter C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 26th Begiment. 

Osborn’s (John) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 2l8t Begiment. 

Osburu’s (Norval) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Begiment, Battei'y F. 

Otis’ (Elmer) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Begulars, Ath Begiment. 

Owsley’s (John Q.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2th Begiment^ 

Paine’s (Hendrick E.) Infantry. See fllimk Tvoop^j 291^ Begiment, 
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Palmer’s (Baylor) Artilleiy. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Palmer’s ( Joaepli B. ) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, ISth Eegtment. 
Paramore's (James W.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 3d Eegiment. 

Park’s (Harvey S.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, t2d Regiment. 

Parkhurst’s (Jolm G.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 9th Regiment. ^ 

Parsons’ (Charles C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, ith Regiment, Batteries 
S and Mo 

Pattison’s (ToF.) Sharpshooters. See P. T. Allin’s Sharpshooters, 

Phelps’ (Edward H.) Infantry, See Ohio Troops, 'S8lh Eegiment, 

Pickens’ (William C.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 3d Eegiment, 

Piepho’s (Carlo) Infantry, See Ohio Troops, lOSth Eegiment, 

Pinney’s (Oscar F.) Artillery. See JFiseonsin Troops, 5th Battery, 

Pioneer Brigade. See Union Troops ; also James St. C, Morton, 

Polk’s (W, M.) Artillery. See W, L, Scott’s Artillery, 

Powell’s (Frank) Cavalry.* See Frank Powell, 

Presson’s (William A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 7Zd Eegiment, 

Pritchard’s (E. E.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 

Pue’s (Arthur, jr.) Artillery. See B, F, White’s, jr,, Artillery, 

Pugh’s (John L.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, Ath Eegiment. 

Putnam’s (David) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 69t/i Eegiment, 

Quackenbush’s (M. W.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, lAth Eegiment, 

RaJSen’s (Alexander W.) Infantry, See Illinois Troops, 19th Eegiment, 

Ramsaur’s (L. M.) Mounted Rifles. See Arkansas Troops, Isi Eijles. 

Ransom’s (Albert G.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Ist Eegiment, Battery E, 

Ray’s (Daniel M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, Ud Eegiment, 

Read’s (Sheridan P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 79th Eegiment, 

Reaney’s (William) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 7th Eegiment, 

Reynolds’ (Francis E.) Cavalry. See Samuel B, Sherei^’s Cavalry. 

Riley’s (William E.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 11th Eegiment, 

Roberts’ (B. Emory) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confed&i'ate, Qth Eegiment, 
Roberts* (Franklin) Artillery. See J, JS. Wiggins’ Battery. 

Robertson’s (C, S.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Eegulars, Eegiment. 
Robertson’s (F. H.) Artillery. See Florida Troops, 

Robinson’s (Milton S.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 7oth Eegiment. 

Robison’s (W. D.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 2d Eegiment, P. A. 
Rose’s (Thomas E.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 77 ih Eegiment, 
Rosengarten’s (Adolph G.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 15th Eegiment, 

Ross’ (Isaac N.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 99ih Eegiment, 

Ross’ (J. A.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Ath Battalion, * 

Rue’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 9th Eegiment. 

Russell’s (Roswell M.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 9th Eegiment. 

Savage’s (John H.^ Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, Wth Eegiment, 
Scales’ (Junius I.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 39th Eegiment. 

Schmitt’s (William A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troojys, 27th Eegiment. 

Schultz’s (Frederick) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Ist Eegiment, Battery M, 

Scott’s (Joseph R.) Infantry. See IlUnois Troops, 19ih Eegiment, 

Scott s (W. D.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 

Searcy’s (A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, A5th Eegiment. 
Sedgewick’s (Thomas D.) Inf an t ry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Eegiment. 
Semple’s (Henry C.) Artillery. See AlaUma Troops. 

Shanklin’s ( J ames M. ) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, A2d Eegiment, 

Shan k s’ (Quintus C.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, mh Eegiment. 
Shannon’s (H.) Artillery. See Warren Light AnUlery. 

Shannon’s (S. E.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 2Ath Eegimmt. 
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Shearon’s (Thomas E.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops f Confederate, 47 th Begiment 
Shelley’s (James T.) Infantry. See Tenyiessee Troops, Union, iStli Begiment, 

Sherer’s (Samuel B.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops. 

Sherman’s (Francis T.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, SSth Begiment. 

Shoemakers (Michael) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 13i7t Begiment. 

Shryock’s (Kline G.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, S7 th Begiment. 

Simonson’s (Peter) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 5th Battery. 

Simpson’s (Eohert V.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, IQ^th Begiment. 

Sirwell’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 7Sth Begiment. 

Slemmer’s (Adam J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Begulars, 16i7i Begiment. 
Slemp’s (Campbell) Infantry, See Virginig^Troops, 64f7i. Begiment. 

Slocomb’s (0. H.) Artillery. See Washington Artillery, 5th Battery. 

Smith’s (Baxter) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Smith’s (D. H.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 5th Begiment. 

Smith’s (Frank C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 102d Begiment. 

Smith’s (Frank G.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Begulars, 4th Begiment, Battery I. 
Smith’s (J. A.) Infantry. See Confedei'ate Troojys, Begulars, 5ih Begiment. 

Smith’s (Joseph T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 9th Battalion. 

Smith’s (M.) Artillery. See Mississipxyi Troops. 

Smith’s (Eohert F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, \5th Begiment. 

Smith’s (S. G.) Infan try. See Arkansas Troops, 6th and 7th Begiments. 

Smith’s (T. B.) Infantry. See Tennessee Th'oops, Confedei'ate, ^Oih Begiment. 

Snider’s (Joseph E.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troojys, Union, I5th Begiment. 
Southwick’s (Daniel K.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Begiment, Battery C. 
Squires’ (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 25ih Begiment. 

Stafford’s (Joab A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, let Begiment. 

Staley’s (M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 16th Battalion. 
Standart’s (William E.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Ist Begiment, Battery B. 
Stanford’s (T. J.) Artillery. See Mississippi Troops. 

Stansel’s (M. L.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 41«t Begiment. 

Stanton’s (S. S.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, &4ih Begiment. 
Starnes’ (James W.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Stem’s (Leander) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 101st Begiment. 

Steuben Artillery. See William W. Carnet Artillery. 

Stevens’ (Alanson J.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battetp B. 

Stewart’s (Eohert E.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Stile^’ (Henry E.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 8th Battery. 

Stivers’ (Joseph W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 14th Begiment. 

Stokes’ (James H.) Artillery. See Chicago Board of Trade Artillery. 

Stokes’- (William B.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 5th Begiment. 

Stone’s (David C.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Battery A. 

Stoner’s (E. G.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate. 

Stoner’s (E. G.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confedei'ate, 9ih Begiment. 
Stoughton’s (William L.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 11/^ Begiment. 

Stout’s (Ira H. ) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 12th Begiment. 

Stovall’s (M. A.) Infantry. See Georgia Ti'oops, Zd Battalion. 

Strahl’s (O. F.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 4th and 5ih Begiments. 
Streight’s (Abel D.) Infantry, See Indiana Troops, 51«t Begiment. 

Sutermeister’s (Arnold) ALitillery. See Indiana Troops, llih Battery. 

Swaine’s (Peter T.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 99th Begiment, 

Swallow’s (George E.) Ajrtillery, See Indiana Troops, 7th Battery. 

Swanwick’s (Francis) Infantry, See Illinois Troops, 22d Begiment, 

Swett’a (C.) ArtillQiy, See Warren Light Ariillergi’ 

Sykes’ (W. L.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 5th Begiment. 

(Gugt^yus) Infantry, geo OMo lOQfh 
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Taggart's (Wesford) Infantry. See JZ7inois Troojjs, Regiment. 

Talbird’s (H.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, ilst Jlegiment 

Tansil’s (E. E.) Infantry. See Tednesseo Troops, Confederate, 31s^ and 33(? Heginients* 
Tester’s (Henry 33.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 4ih Uegment, 

Terrill’s ('VVilliani E. ) Artillery. See Union Troops, Itegulars, ^th Begiment, Battery B. 
Terry’s (B. F.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Bih Regiment, 

Terry’s (Henry) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 24//fc Regiment. 

Thedford’s (William) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, Utli Regiment. 
Thompson’s (R.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, Zd Regiment, 

Thompson’s (T. W.) Infantry. See Kentuclnj Troops, Confcdei'aie, 4th Regiment. 
Throckmorton’s (C. B.) Artillery. Se|| Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Co, H, 
Timherlake’s (John) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Slst Regiment, 

Toler’s (Silas C.) Infantry. See JUinois Troops, (SOth Regiment, 

ToUes’ (William R.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lOoth Regiment, 

Townsend’s (Frederick) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, IBth Regiment, 
Trabne’s (E. P.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Trigg’s Cavalry. See Virginia Troopts, 27<7i Battalion. 

Tripp’s (Hagerman) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Tixmer’s (William B.) Artillery. See M. SmiilVs Artillei'y, 

Twryman’s (Henry G.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 

Vallette’s (Henry F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, lQ6th Regiment. 

Vance’s (Robert B.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 29ih Regiment, 

Van Derveer’s (Ferdinand) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Z6fh Regiment. 

Van Pelt’s (George W.) Artilleiy. See Michigan Troops, Isi Battetnj. 

Vanosdol’s (Argus D.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 2d Regiment, 

Vaughan’s (A. J., jr.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confcdei'aie, 12th Regiment, 
Vaught’s (W. C. B.) ALitillery. See Washington Artillery, bih Battery. 

Vejsin’s (Alfred) Cavalry. See Rcnnsylvania Troops, loth Regiment. 

Wade’s (W. B.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, Bih Regiment. 
Wadleigh’s (John) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 104/7? Regiment. 

Walker’s (Francis M.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment, 
Wallace’s (William) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Ibih Regiment, 

Walworth’s (Nathan H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 42d Regiment. 

Ward’s (Frank B.) Cavalry. See FennsyJvania Troops, Ibth Regiment. 

Ward’s (John H.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 27th Regiment. 

Ward’s (William D.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Warren Light Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, 

Washington Artillery. See Loumana Troops. . 

Waters’ (D. D.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 

Waters’ (Louis H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, B4ih Regiment. 

Watkins’ (W. M.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 47ik Regiment. 
Webb’s (J, B.) Partisans. See Alabama Troops, blst Regiment, 

Weber’s (John) Infantry. See Missouri Trovps, Union, Ibth Regiment. 

Weller’s (Enoch) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 24ih Regiment. 

Wescott’s (Henry F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, blst Regiment. 

West’s (0. F.) Sharpshooters. See Mississippi Troops, 9th Battalion. 

Wharton’s Escort Cavalry. See Baxter SmWs Cavalry. 

Whitaker’s (Walter C.) Infantry. Sec Kentucky Troops, Union, Bih Regiment. 
Whitbeck’s (Horatio N.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Bbth Regiment. 

White’s (B. F., jr.) ArtiUery. See Tennessee Troops, Confedei'ate, 

White’s (Moses) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 27th Regiment. 

White’s (T. W .) Infantry. See Missismppi Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Wiggins’ (J. H.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops. 

Wilder’s ( Johh T. ; Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 17ih Regiment. 

Wiley’s (Aquila) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Alst Regiment. 
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Wilkinson’s (J. C.) Infantry. See Missiasijppi Troops^ 8tli Begiment. 

Williams’ (Thomas D.) Infantry. See Illinois Troojgs, Eegiment 
Williams’ (William C. ) Infantry. See Indiana Troo])s, Begiment, 
Williamson’s (J. A.) Mounted Rifles. See Arlcansas Troojgs, ^dBifles, 
Witcher’s (Y. A.) Cavaliy. See Virginia Troops, ZAth Battalion, 

Wolford’s (Franh) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Ist Begiment, 
Woods’ (Gustavus A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, l^th Begiment, 

Woods’ (McLain F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, IQih Begiment, 

Wood’s (William B.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Begiment, 

Wood’s Sharpshooters. See Mississippi Troops, IStli Battalion, 

Woodbury’s (Horatio) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 81si Begiment, 
Woodward’s (Pyrrhus) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 26ili Begiment, 
Woodward’s (T. G.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confede:i'ate, 2d Begiment, 
Wooster’^s (Moses F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lOls^ Begiment. 

Wright’s (E. E.^ Artillery. See Tennessee T'oops, Confederate, 

Wyatt’s ( J. N.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confedei'afe, 12ili Begiment, 
Wynkoop’s (George C.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 7tli Begiment, 
Wynkoop’s (John E.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 7th Begiment, 
Yancey’s (B. C.) Sharpshooters. See Alabama Troops, Vttk Battalion, 
Yotmg’s (William H.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, Qth Begiment, 

Zacharie’s (F. C.) Infantry. See Lotdsiana Troops, 16ili and 2bili Begiments, 






Brigades^ BivisionSy CorpSy Armies y and improvised organization^ are ^'’Mentioned" under name of 
commanding officer; State and other organizations under their offiicia} designation. i^See Alternate 
JDesignaUonSy pp. 986-997.) 


Page. 

Abeel, Alfred. Mentioned 82 

Abercrombie, Henry E. Mentioned 215,563,566 

Abernathy, S. G. Mentioned 676,729 

Abemethy, Isaac H. Mentioned 215 

Abingdon, Va., Telegraph Operator at. Correspondence with W. S. Minor. 98 

Acker, John. Mentioned 571 

Adair, John I. Mentioned : 398, 403 

Adams, C. A. Mentioned 804 

Adams, Daniel W. 

Mentioned 186, 548, 552, 659, 666, 670, 673-675, 678, 690, 707, 708, 

712, 717, 718, 766, 772, 776, 777, 779-785, 792, 794-797,799-804, 811, 812,909 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn.,Dec. 31, lS62-Jan. 3, 1863 792 

Adams, Demas. Mentioned 422 

Adams, John H. B. Mentioned 834 

Adams, Joseph W. Mentioned 957 

Adams, Samnel. 

Mentioned 660, 851, 900 

Report of operations, Deo. 24, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, during Stone’s River 

• Campaign 903 

Adams, William. Mentioned 482 

Adams, William A. Mentioned T 278 

Adcock, Private. Mentioned 1 717 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s OfiSce, C. S. A. 

Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton 694,771,920 

Breckinridge, John C J 790, 792 

Polk, Leonidas 694,695,697 

War Department, C. S 672 

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 93, 972. 

Orders, General, series 1863 : No. 131, 972. 

Adjutant-General’s OfiBce, IJ. S. A. Correspondence with W. S. Rose- 

crans 44, 376 

Agnew, . Mentioned 422 

Alabama. 

Military departments embracing 1 

Operations in. See Northern Alabama, 

Alabama Troops. Mentioned.’^ 

Artillery, Light— Ratter/es : Eufaula, 660, 681, 911, 914, 925, 926, 940, 943, 

944 ; Ketchum’s, 658, 677, 974 ; Lumsden’s, 659, 782, 803, 826,829, 837, 8:18, 
840,842, 843, 908-910; Semple’s, 660, 680, 758-761, 782, 785,786,803, 825, 

826, 830, 844, 850, 908-911 ; Waters’, 659, 678, 696, 769-771, 974. 


* Organizations, pp. 230-233, not inclnded. See note, p. 233. 
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Alabama Troops. Mentioned — Continned. 

Cavalry— 5affa//o/7S : 14tli, 661, 986, 969. Regiments : 1st, 16, 19, 82, 630, 661, 

958 ; 3d, 16, 642, 661, 958, 961, 962 ; 51st, 6, 466, 648, 661, 958, 962-965. 

InfBJitry— Battalions : 17tli, 658, 677, 974. Regiments : 16tli, 660, 679, 845, 

851, 896, 898, 900-903, 906 ; 19th, 658, 677 ; 22d, 658, 677 , 973 ; 24th, 659, 

678, 696, 697, 973 ; 25th, 26th, 658, 677, 754, 973 2Sth, 659, 678, 696, 697, 

973; 32d, 659,678,703,796-802,973,* 33d, 660, 680, 851, 896, 898,903-906; 

34th, 659, 678, 696, 697, 973; 39th, 658, 677, 754,973 ; 41st, 294,659, 679, 

782, 788, 825, 827-830, 832, 835-837 ; 45th, 659, 677, 695, 763, 764, 767 , 899. 


Alban, Henry H. Mentioned — 438 

Albin, Henry S. Mentioned 327 

Aldrich, Simeon C. 

Mentioned 181,600 

Eeport of "battle of Stone’s Eiver, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 601 

Alexander, Ashbury H. Mentioned 469,482 

Alexander, D. W. Mentioned 902 

Alexander, John W. S. Mentioned - 175, 265, 280-282 

Alexander, William A. Mentioned 851 

Alford, John. Mentioned - 978 

Allen, Charles A. Mentioned ----- 276 

Allen, Charles W. Mentioned. 439 

Alien, D. P. Mentioned ’ 26 

Allen, Edwin. Mentioned - 678,781 

Allen, Frank H. Mentioned----- 351 

Allen, J. A. Mentioned 841 

Alien, John H. Mentioned 152 

Allen, Mundy. Mentioned 384, 385 

Allen, K*. R. Mentioned 852, 879, 889, 978 

Allen, Thomas G. Mentioned - 179 

Allen, William H. Mentioned 596 

Allen, William W. Mentioned 391, 661, 958-960 

Allington, William. Mentioned 389 

Allison, J. D. 

Mentioned 915 

Eeport of battle of Stone’s Eiver, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 924 

AUitaon, Charles. Mentioned 382 

AHyn, A. W. Mentioned--- 1 402 

Alphin, J. Mentioned 974 

Alsop, Edwin. Mentioned 215,367 

Alston, R. A. Mentioned 708 

Alsup, O. M. Mentioned 718 

Altemire, Colonel. Mentioned 518 

Alvord, Joseph C. Mentioned 215 

Amick, Myron J. Mentioned 283 

Anderson, A. P. Mentioned 976 

Anderson Cavalry. Mutiny of. See Mutiny. 

Anderson, Charles. 


Meationed 35, 37, 173, 202, 295, 337-339, 344, 380 


Eeports of 

Kimbrough’s Mill, Mill Creek, Tenn. Skirmish near, Dec. 6, 1862 35 

Stone’s Eiver Campaign. Operations, Dec. 27, 1862-Jan. 4, 1863, dur- 

345 

Anderson,. E. Ii. Mentioned .* 445 
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Anderson, G*. W. Mentioned 978 

Anderson, John H. 

Mentioned 658, 690, 707, 711-713 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 714 

Anderson, Nicholas L. 

Mentioned 181, 3S0, 559, 560 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862- Jan. 3, 1863 570 

Anderson, Patton. 

Correspondence with Leonidas Polk 694 

Mentioned 659, 668, 670, 674, 678, 688, 689, 693, 695, 696, 724, 763-757, 787 

Report of operations, Dec. 27, 1862-Jan. 4, 1863, during Stone’s River 

Campaign 762 

Anderson, Paul P. Mentioned 661, 968, 969 

Anderson, R. B. Mentioned 717 

Anderson, R. W. Mentioned 659, 804, 807-809 

Anderson, W. Mentioned 766 

Anderson, Walter B. Mentioned 131 

Anderson, William. Mentioned 435 

Anderson, William B. Mentioned 445 

Anderson, William T. Mentioned 976 

Andrews, Albert H. Mentioned 406 

Andrews, Julius A. 

Mentioned 660.929 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 934 

Ansley, B. W. Mentioned 839 

Anthony, JohnW. Mentioned 975 

Antioch, Tenn. Capture of construction train near, Jan. 25, 1863. See re- 
jport of Joseph Wheeler, p. 960. 

Arkansas Troops. Mentioned.* 

Artillery, Light : Helena, 660, 680, 776, 844. 846, 851, 853, 855, 

856 ; Humphreys’, 660, 681, 775, 878, 895, 913, 925, 926, 946, 956, 9.57, 974 ; 
Wiggins’, t 6, 7, 661, 958, 965, 966. 

Cavalry—^e^r/'me/jfs : 1st Rifles, 660, 681, 947-949, 974 ; 2d Rifles, 660, 681, 

775, 950, 951,974. 

Infantry — Battalions : 4th, 660, 681, 954-956, 974. Regiments : 1st, 660, 680, 

776, 846, 851-853, 974 ; 2d, 397, 660, 680, 845, 846, 851, 857, 860-865, 868, 870, 

884, 886, 888 ; 4th, 660,'681, 951-953, 974; 5th, 660, 680, 848, 851, 858, 865-868, 

870 ; 6th, 660, 680, 852, 858, 867-870 ; 7th, 660, 680, 852, 867-869 ; 8th, 660, 

680, 845, 851, 858, 869-871 ; 13th, 15th, 660, 680, 851, 852 ; 19th, 25th, 974 ; 

30th, 205, 383, 387, 660. 681, 914, 947, 953, 954. 

Arms, Ammunition, etc. Supplies of. See Munitions of War, ' 

Ajrmstrong, Mr. Mentioned 915 

ALrmstrong, Charles D. Mentioned 381 

Armstrong, Daniel B. Mentioned 553,554 

Ajrmstrong, George. Mentioned 771 

Armstrong, James B. 

Mentioned 520, 530 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862i'Jan. 3, 1863 531 

t Armstrong, James T. Mentioned 680,781 

^Armstrong, John. Mentioned 914,953 

Armstrong, Martin. Mentioned 723 

Ajnnstrong, Robert H. Mentioned 656 

^ * Organizations, pp. 230-233, not included. See note, p. 233. 

L ♦ Also called Koborts’ Battery. 
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Armstrong, William P. Mentioned 439 

Armstrong, W. J. Mentioned, 977 

Army Corps, 14tli, Department of the Cumberland. 

Orders, General and Special. See Cwmberlandy Dejpartment of the, 

Thomas, George H., assigned to command of 3 

Army Corps, 20th, Department of the Cumberland. 

Constituted - 3 

McCoot, Alexander McD., assigned to command of 3 

Army Corps, 21st, Department of the Cumberland. 

Constituted 3 

Crittenden, Thomas L., assigned to command of 3 

Army Corps, 1st, Army of the Mississippi. (Confederate.) 

Constituted - - - 1 

Polk, Leonidas, assigned to command of 1 

Army Corps, 2d, Army of the Mississippi. (Confederate.) 

Constituted 1 

Hardee, William J., assigned to and assumes command of 1 

Army Corps, Hardee’s, Army of Tennessee. (Confederate.) Constituted. 1 
Army Corps, Polk’s, Army of Tennessee. (Confederate.) 

Constituted 1 

Polk, Leonidas, assumes command of 2 

Army Corps, Smith’s, Army of Tennessee. (Confederate.) Constituted.. 1 

Army Headquarters. Correspondence with 

Grant, U. S 9 

Peterson, J. C 205 

Rosecrans, W. S 42-44,187,205,207 

War Department, TJ. S 45 

Wright, Horatio G 87 

Army Transportation. Supplies of, etc. See Munitions of War, 

Arnold, B. M. Mentioned 978 

Arnold, J. B. Mentioned * 676 

Arnold, R. Mentioned 867 

Arnold, Wilbur P. Mentioned 404 

Arnold, W, W. Mentioned 402 

Asberry, S. L. Mentioned 851,907 

Ashby, H. M. Mentioned 661, 774, 967, 970 

Ashland, Tenn. AfEair at, Jan. 12, 1863. See Wheelei'^s Maid, Jan, 8-14, 1863. 

Askew, Prank. Mentioned 307, 316 

Atkins, George H. Mentioned 486 

Atkinson, John. Mentioned 851, 866 

Atwood, A. W. Mentioned 976 

Atwood, B. B. Mentioned 547 

Auguilar, J. A. Mentioned 977 

Austin, George. Mentioned ; 265,290 

Austin, J. B. 

Mentioned 559^ 793^ 795^ 790^ 793 

Report of battle of ^tone’s River, Tenn., Deo. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 801 

Austin, Richard H. Mentioned 365' 

Autry, James L. Mentioned 659, 677, 689, 756, 764 

Averdick, Henry G. Mentioned 61*2 

Ayers, Alfred. Mentioned 435 

Ayler, George W. Mentioned-.-.. £^74 

Ayres. O. H. P. Mentioned 479,fe05 



INDEX, 


1003 


r Page. 

Bacon Creek, Ky. Skirmish at, Dec. 26, 1862. See 

Dec. 22, 1862- Jan. 2, 1863. Kentucky. Morgan^ s Second Eaid. Eeports of 
Hobson, Edward H. Korgan, John H. 

Bacon, George M. Mentioned 571,573 

Badger, E. Mentioned 817 

Baggot, Prank. Mentioned 217 

Bailey, C. D. Mentioned 586,591 

' Bailey, Francis M. Mentioned 820 

Baird, Absalom. Mentioned 142,143 

Baird, B. A. Mentioned 978 

Baird, N. H. Mentioned 719 

Baird’s Mills, Term. Eeconnaiasance to, Nov. 29-Dec. 1, 1862. Reports of 

Morgan, James D 26,27 

Toler, Silas C 27 

Baker, Henry N, Mentioned 272 

Baker, John. Mentioned 342 

Baker, Thomas E. Mentioned 541 

Baker, Thomas N. Mentioned 248 

Baker, W. M. Mentioned 976 

Balding, Thomas B. Mentioned 365 

Baldwin, Alexander T. Mentioned 323 

Baldwin, A. P. Mentioned 479 

Baldwin, Norman A. Mentioned 521,530 

Baldwin, Philemon P. 

Mentioned 176, 200, 202, 208, 227, 236, 254, 255, 264, 295-298, 321, 322, 341, 345 

Report of operations, Deo. 26, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 336 

Baldwin, William W. 

Correspondence with 

Glenn, W. G 113 

Marshall, Humphrey 1 113 

Mentioned 99, 100, 112-114, 119, 130 

Report of operations, Dec, 29, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863, during Carter’s Raid 123 

Ball, Luther T. Mentioned 215,563,566 

Ballard, Joseph H. Mentioned 440 

Ballard, Joshua S. Mentioned 361 

Ballard, W. H. Mentioned 977 

Ballard, W. T. Mentioned 977 

Ballew, E. A. Mentioned 974 

Banks, Nathaniel P. Mentioned 159 

Banks, T. Mentioned * 31 

Banton, John B. Mentioned 216,608,612 

Barger, J. G. Mentioned * 479 

Barker, J. D. Mentioned 375 

Barker, W. W. Mentioned 410 

Barksdale, W. G. Mentioned 677 

Barnard, D. E. Mentioned 361 

Barnes, Milton. 

, Mentioned 35,38,39 

Report of skirmUti near Kimbrongh’s MUl, MiU Creek, Tenn., Deo. 6, 1862. 37 

Barnes, N. M, Mentioned 284-286 

Barnes, William. Mentioned 616 

Barnett, Charles M. Mentioned 17S 



1004 


INDEX, 


Pago. 

Barnett, James. 

Mentioned - 174,199,414 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan, 5, 1863 235 

Barr, Jacob C. Mentioned 3^4 

Barret, Overton W. 

Mentioned. - - — 659, 763 

Report of operations, Dec. 28, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 

Barrett, Michael. Mentioned - - 

Barrett, Thomas G. Mentioned 839 

Barrett, ^5Vallace W. Mentioned.......... 176,351 

Barron, T. Mentioned - 719 

Barrow, Batt. Mentioned - 915 

Barrows, Allen C. Mentioned 403 

Barry, Robert P. Mentioned 398, 402 

Barth, W. G. Mentioned 766 

Bartholomew, W. H. Mentioned - 398,401,402 

Bartleson, Frederick A. 

Mentioned 180, 469, 545, 546 

Reports of 

La Vergne, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 27, 1862 482 

Murfreesborongh Pike, Tenn. Skirmish on the, Dec. 27, 1862 482 

Stone’s River, Tenn. Battle of, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 483,485 

Bartlett, J. R. Mentioned 297 

Bartlett, Sylvester S. Mentioned 404 

Barton, James S. Mentioned - 805,806 

Bass, W. M. Mentioned 851,870 

Bassford, Stephen A 

Mentioned 177 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 388 

Bates, Caleb. Mentioned 258,266 

Bates, Thomas. Mentioned .556 

Battle, Sergeant. Mentioned 814 

Battle, Louis T. Mentioned 365 

Battle, L. W. Mentioned 963 

Bauoum, D. C. Mentioned 977 

Baucum, George P. 

Mentioned 660,869,870 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 870 

Baylor, E. W. Mentioned 671 

Bayne, Aaron S, Mentioned.* 1 216 390 

Bayse, T. S. Mentioned ’ 554 

Beach, B. C. Mentioned 4Q3 

Beachler, Jesse T. Mentioned. 616 

Beale, A. J. Mentioned .j g25 835 

Bean, Urwin. Mentioned................... ......... 216 596 

Beard, Joseph H. Mentioned ................ ... 979 

Beard, T. H. Mentioned ’68 o'k1,869 

Beard, W.K. Mentioned—: 671 


Bear Wallow, Ky. Skirmish at, Dec, 25, 1862. See r^ori of Edward H, Eol- 
aouy p. 148. 

Beatty, John, 

Mentioned I77, igs, 200, 210, 227, 373, 374, 376, 378-380, 383, 390 ' 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863^. 39r 



INDEX. 


1005 


Beatty, SamueL 

Mentioned 

198, 201, 202, 213, 249, 265,434,447,449-451,454-456,494,518, 564, 574, 
57o, 5^8~580, 582, 583, o89, 593— 59o, 59v— o99, 602, 605, 607, 608, 6l3— 615 
Eeports of battle of Stone’s Elver, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, 575, 578, 583 

Beaty, J. S. Mentioned 977 

Beck, William C. Mentioned 571,. 573 

Beckwitk, S. B. Mentioned - - 284, 285 

Bedell, B. D. Mentioned - - 974 

Bedford, J. G. Mentioned 100, 113, 114 

Beebe, G.D. Mentioned 202,222,375 

Beebe, William M. Mentioned 547 

Beebe, Tates V. Mentioned 179,416,418,419 

Beecher, B. A. Mentioned - 746 

Beeler, J. C. Mentioned 530 

Beers, George T. Mentioned 152 

Beeson, James. Mentioned 851,974 

Bein, Hugh H. Mentioned 794, 796 

B elding, Edmund B. Mentioned 176, 204, 235, 242, 297, 305, 308, 312, 316 

Belknap, David' S. Mentioned 602 

Belknap, Henry. Mentioned 404 

Bell, A. W. (Captain.) • Mentioned 659,717,766 

Bell, A. W. (Private.) Mentioned - 976 

Bell, Jacob B. Mentioned 216,394,398-400 

Bell, Job D. Mentioned * 216,596 

Bell, L. S. Mentioned 390 

Bell, Thomas C. Mentioned 435,439 

Bellejean, John. Mentioned 975 

Benedict, Joseph. Mentioned. — 70,828 

Benham, Calhoun. , Mentioned 850, 880 

Benham, Daniel W. Mentioned 403 

Benneson, William H. Eeport of skirmish at New Haven, Ky., Dec. 30, 1862. 151 

Bennett, James D. Mentioned 15,25,67,148 

Bennett, John E. 

Mentioned 175,270 

Eeport of operations, Deo. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stone’s Eiver Cam- 
paign 277 

Bentley, David E. Mentioned 679 

Benton, S. J. Mentioned 760 

Bergan, Louis. Mentioned - 366 

Berry, Isaac S. Mentioned - 852,978 

Berry, William W. 

Mentioned 176, 203, 295, 297, 338, 342, 343, 380 

Eeport of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 4, 1863, during Stone’s Eiver Cam- 

' paign - 340 

Berwick, Andrew, Mentioned - - 236,303,320 

Bestow, M. P. Mentioned 463,473 

Betts, P. M. Mentioned 677 

Bevlll, John H. Mentioned 216 

Beyls, Henry C. Mentioned 327 

liez, George. Mentioned 484 

Eickel, David C. Mentioned 382 

Biddle, James. Mentioned 402 

Biddle, Jeto Mentioned ?^1^, 284-286 



1006 


INDEX. 


Pago. 

Biddulph, George G. Mentioned- 357,359,360 

Bierbower, James C. Mentioned 163 

Bigelow, Andrew J. Mentioned 327 

Biglow, Isaac. Mentioned 663 

Biles, D. R. Mentioned 6 

Bills, Greorge W. Mentioned “^l^j 415 

Bingham, George B. Mentioned 177,391 

Bingham, J. H. Mentioned 937 

Birdwell, S. L. Mentioned - 979 

Bisbee, William H. Mentioned 404 

Bishop, S. L. Mentioned 796, 799 

Bishop, W'illiam. Mentioned - — - — 422 

Black, J. R. Mentioned 973 

Black, M. W. Mentioned 878, 886, 887, 977 

Black, S. L. Mentioned 779, 898 

Black, S. T. Mentioned - 681 

Black, W. A. Mentioned 977 

Black, William H. Mentioned 570 

Black, William T. Mentioned 659, 681, 839, 840 

Blackburn, E. M. Mentioned *- 783, 788 

Blacker, William W. Mentioned - 216 

Blackford, Francis B. Mentioned 215, 469, 482 

Blacknall, Thomas O. Mentioned • 676 

Blackshear, Jacob. Mentioned 975 

Blair, Austin. For correspondence, etc., see Michigan, Governor of, 

Blair, J. B. Mentioned 977 

Blair, Montgomery. Mentioned * 159 

Blair, T.M. Mentioned 804 

Blair, WiUiam. Mentioned -' 112,129,130 

Blair, W. W. Mentioned - 221, 463, 474 

Blake, A. A. Mentioned 966 

Blake, John W. Mentioned 180, 202, 461, 472, 495, 497, 544, 556 

Blake, Orris. Mentioned 258 

Blake, William H. 

Mentioned 180,542 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 551 

Blakemore, William T. Mentioned 

Blakemore, W. T. Mentioned 974 

Blakesley, Alpheus M. Mentioned 276 

Bland, W. M. Mentioned a.. 719^ 720 

Bland, W. W. Mentioned : 719 

Blankenship, Samuel S. M. Mentioned 250 

Bledsoe, W S Mentioned 661,969 

Bleyer, George. Mentioned 217 

Block, David. Mentioned 74^ 

Blood’s, Tenn. See Cox’s Hill, Tenn, . j 

Bloodsworth, Samuel. Mentioned 977*' 

Blountsville, Teim. Capture of Confederates at, Dec. 30, 1862. See | 

Dec. 20, 1882-Jan. 5, 1863, Carter^ s Maid, Reports of I 

Carter, S. P . Marshall, Humphrey, i 

Blytho, Walter. Mentioned 550, 65^) 

Boftl, Charles T. Mentioned i-r*, *36 I 

Board, Nathan. Mentioned 9" 5 

TT7TT- *»»»*• tffft firff *»•••• »*•* tt f/imf O' 7 



INDEX. 


1007 


. Pa^re. 

Bedford, G. W. Mentioned 978 

Bogue, Roswell G. Mentioned 221,423 

Bogy, G, Mentioned 974 

Bogy, J. C. Mentioned - 851 

Bonaparte, Napoleon. Mentioned 698 

Bond, Frank S. Mentioned 199 

Bond, Philip. Mentioned 974 

Bond, Robert T. Mentioned 741 

Bonds, J. H. Mentioned 976 

Bonengal, Frank. Mentioned 872 

Bonnaffbn, A. B. Mentioned 435 

Booker, Abram. Mentioned 976 

Boone, T. W. Mentioned 677 

Boothe, Benjamin W. Mentioned 977 

Bosche, Chris. Mentioned * 72,785,827 

Bostick, J. L. Mentioned 857,859 

Boston, Ky. Capture of stockade at, Dec. 29, 1862. See rej^orts of JECarlan^ p. 

135 ; Morgan^ pp. 153, 154. 

Bott, B. W. Mentioned ’ 867 

Bottles, J. L. Mentioned 809 

Bounds, J. M. 

Mentioned 660,929 

Report of hattle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 932 

Bouton, N.S. Mentioned 357,359 

Bowden, T. E. Mentioned 976 

Bowen, James. Mentioned 297 

Bowen, William Drury. Mentioned 851, 902 

Bowen, William L. L. 

Mentioned 659, 813, 819 

Report of hattle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-'Jan. 3, 1863 815 

Bowers, John. Mentioned 968 

Boyce, William. Mentioned-...^ 851,902 

Boyd, J. P. Mentioned 22‘9, 258 

Boyer, John B. Mentioned T 315 

Boyle, Jeremiah T. 

Mentioned 140-142, 148, 149, 197, 981 

Reports of Morgan’s Second Raid in Kentucky, Dec. 22, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863. 133, 134 

Boyle, John. Mentioned 143,144,146 

Boynton, Joseph W. Mentioned 217 

Brabson, William T, Mentioned 915 

Braddock, James T. Mentioned 327 

Braden, James D. Mentioned 553 

Bradford, H. S. Mentioned.... - 915 

Bradford, John. Mentioned 713,717,719 

Bradley, Cullen. 

Mentioned 180,240,242,455-457,471,474,501-^05,508,512 

Report of operations, Dec, 30, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863, dnxing Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 478 

Bradley, Luther P. 

Mentioned 176, 200 , 203, 209, 256, 351 , 357, 362 ' 

Report of operations, Dec, 30, 1862-Jan. 4, X863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign.... 369 

Bradshaw, C. S, Mentioned ^ 323, 327 

Mentioned m 



1008 


INDEX. 


* 

Brady, Philip. MentioDcd 770 

Bragg, Braxton. 

Address of, to Army of Tennessee 675 

Appendix to report of Breckinridge of battle of Stone’s River, Dec. 31, 

1862-Jan. 3, 1863 , . . . . . 788 
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Reports of 

Hartsville, Tenn. Action at, Dec. 7, 1862 62 

Murfreesborough, Tenn. Skirmishes near, Dec. 29-30, 1862 661 
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Higginbotham, John A. Mentioned 

Higgins, George K. Mentioned 

Higgins, H. J. Mentioned 

Higgins, JoeL Mentioned 

Higgins, John. Mentioned 

Higgins, John P. Mentioned 

Higginson, Green P. Mentioned 

Hight, John J. Mentioned 

Hilbun, D. P. Mentioned 

BDUdebrand, William. Mentioned .. 

EQU, B. J. Mentioned 

Hdl, James W. Mentioned 

Hill, J. D. Mentioned 

Hill, J. J. Mentioned 

H i ll, Roswell S. Mentioned 

Hill, SamueL 


363 

178,421,430 

216 

719 

976 

975 

600 

830 

410 

565 

679,828 

482 

976 

601 

660, 851, 853-855 

606 

978 

- 680 

297 


Con-espoadence with Jolju M. Hariw — 





INDEX. 


1041 

Page. 


Hill, Samuel— Continued. 

Mentioned 23-26, 41, 46, 49, 51, 54 

Report of action at Hartsville, Tenn., Dec. 7, 1862 51 

Hill, WasMagton. Mentioned 242 

Hilles, Samuel Mentioned 316 

Hilliker, John. Mentioned 616 

Hilpp, Edward. Mentioned 147 

Hillyer, Asa R. Mentioned 217, 284-286 

Hillyer, G-. M. Mentioned 671 

Himes, William A. Mentioned 616 

Hines, Cyrus C. Mentioned - 180,461,493,495 

Hinman, Wilbur F. Mentioned 506 

Hitchcock, John P. Mentioned 216, 398, 404 

Hixson, Jackson. Mentioned 603 

Hoak, Amos. Mentioned 250 

Hobart, Harrison C. Mentioned 177,379,391 

Hobson, Edward H. 

Mentioned 134,136,138,141 

Report of Morgan’s Second Raid in Kentucky, Dec. 22, 1862- Jan. 2, 1863 .. 148 

Hobson, William E. Mentioned 138-140, 149 

Hockensmith, E. C. Mentioned 609 

Hodges, Joseph C. Mentioned 600,601 

Hodges, William. Mentioned 851,902 

Hoey, John E. Mentioned 938,940 

Hofler, James. Mentioned 404 

Hogan, John. Mentioned 979 

Hogan, Peter. Mentioned 871 

Hogan, William J. Mentioned 487 

Holdaway, H. D. Mentioned 974 

Holden, Levi P. Mentioned 361 

Holden, William J. Mentioned 204, 506, 513 

Holeman, Alexander W. Mentioned 136 

Holenbecjki Zeph. D. Mentioned 583 

Holey, Private. Mentioned 963 

Holland, B. H. Mentioned 676, 713, 719 

Holleuad, L. D. Mentioned 977 

Hollis, W. T. Mentioned 976 

Hollister, George H. Mentioned 20, 385 

Holly Tree Gap, Tenn. Skirmish near, Dec. 4, 1862. Report of Robert H. G. 

Minty 29 

Holman, D. W. 

Mentioned 661,958,961 

Report of capture of ontpost near Stewart’s Ferry, Stone’s River, Tenn., 

Dec. 4, 1862 30 

Holman, J. B. Mentioned 825, 832 

Holman, Jesse B. Mentioned 215 

Holmon, W. H. Mentioned 977 

Holston River, Tenn. Destruction of railroad bridge over, Dec. 30, 1862. See 
Union, Tenn. Cajpture of, Dec. 30, 1862. 

Holt, J. N. Mentioned 978 

Holter, Marcellus J. W. Mentioned 599,600,606 

Holton, Edward K, Mentioned 365 

Hood, Calvin. 

Mentioned 182,244 

Reportvof battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec, 31, X862“Ji^o. J, l!^63 247 

60 K R— yoj, XX. PI' T 
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Hood, J. X Mentioned 

Hood, S. B. Mentioned 28,29 

Hooker, Captain. Mentioned.... 

Hooker, Emanuel T. Mentioned ^44 

Hooks, M. C. Mentioned 740, 741 

Hope, G. W. Mentioned ®77 

Hope, Hugh. Mentioned 978 

Hopson, J. M. Mentioned 

Horn, N. A. Mentioned S45, 870 

Horn, Samuel S. Mentioned - 977 

Home, Thomas M. Mentioned - 65,70 

Homing, David Y. Mentioned . 365 

HorraU, Spillard P. Mentioned 391 

Horsley, George W. Mentioned 974 

Horton, Benjamin J. Mentioned - - 571-573 

Horton, Halph. Mentioned 403 

Hosmer, Alexander C. Mentioned 283 

Hosmer, Andrew J. Mentioned 215,367 

Hoskins, William A. 

Mentioned 134, 136, 178 

Report of Morgan^a Second Raid in Kentucky, Dec. 22, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863 .. 141 

Hostetter, Amos W. Mentioned 326 

Hostetter, John L. Mentioned 323 

Hotchkiss, Charles T. 

' Mentioned 175, 203, 295, 308 

Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5. 1863, during Stoners River Cam- 


paign 309 • 

Hotchkiss, T. R. Mentioned 775, 844, 846, 849, 850, 853, 878, 895, 908-910 

Hotchkiss, William A. Mentioned 175, 236, 237, 242, 279, 280, 282 

Houghtaling, Charles. 

Mentioned 177, 237, 238, 242, 349, 351, 353, 370 


Report of battle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 - 354 

Houghton, J. B. Mentioned : 331- 

Houk, Leonidas C. Mentioned 178 

House, G. B. Mentioned 974 

House, John P. Mentioned 736 

Houston, Samuel. Mentioned 291,292 

Housum, Peter B. 


Mentioned 18, 176, 204, 216, 258, 295, 319, 321-323, 335, 336 

Etport of reconnaissance to La Yergne, Tenn., and skirmish, Nov. 26-27, 


1862 17 

Howard, G. C. Mentioned 720 

Howard, G. W. Mentioned 479 

Howard, James R. 

Mentioned 75 


Report of skirmish near Tompkinsville, Ky., Nov, 19, 1862 14 

Howard, Loren H. Mentioned 427 

Howard, William. 

Mentioned j 181^ 598, 600 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 604 

Howland, James C. Mentioned 398, 402 

Hoxton, L. Mentioned 779, 895, 926 

Hubbard, Gurdon S., jr. Mentioned. 199 

Hubbard, Hiram P. Mentioned 576 
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Hudnall, James I. Mentioned 47 

Hudson, DanieL Mentioned 974 

Hudson, John E. Mentioned - 654 

Hudson, M. G. Mentioned 758 

Huerson, Edward. Mentioned 29 

Huff, James T. Mentioned 819,820 

Huffman, J. C. Mentioned 500 

Huffman, J. M, Mentioned 66 

Huger, Charles L. Mentioned 758 

Huger, D. E. Mentioned 755,758 

Hughes, W. Mentioned 204,435 

Hughs, John M. 

Mentioned 660, 845, 875, 890 

Report of battle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 890 

Huhn, Henry. Mentioned 60 

Hull, James S. Mentioned 178,203,432,433,437,439 

Hull, H. B. Mentioned 398,403 

Hull, William. Mentioned 979 

Hujse, Private. Mentioned 852 

Hume, James R. Mentioned 466,470,985 

Humphrey, Charles B. 

Mentioned 175,270 

Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stoners River Cam- 
paign 266 

Humphrey, George. Mentioned 177, 379, 381, 390 

Humphreys, John T. 

Mentioned 660,913,946 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Deo. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 956 

Humphries, William S. Mentioned - 903 

Hunt, Thomas H. 

Mentioned . . . 64-69, 659, 679, 782, 785, 788, 825, 826, 829, 837 

Reports of 

EPartsville, Tenn. Action at, Dec. 7, 1862 69 

Stone’s River Campaign. Operations, Dec. 28, 1862-JaD. 3, 1863, dur- 
ing 835 

Hunt, T. W. Mentioned 779 

Himter, John H. Mentioned 2--.. 216 

Hunter, Morton C. Mentioned 178,441 

Hunter, Robert. Mentioned - - 440 

Hunting, Isaac. Mentioned 362 

Huntington, Henry A. Mentioned 457,518,525,560 

Hurd, Jason. Mentioned 204,596 

Hurd, J. R. Mentioned 539 

Hurd, Orrin D. 

Mentioned 176,320,322 

Report of operations, Deo. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 332 

Hurlburt, Mr. Mentioned 554 

Hurley, John P. Mentioned 342 

Hurt, C. S. Mentioned 658, 705, 733, 734, 736, 740 

Husbands, J. L. Mentioned 973 

Huston, Cunningham. Mentioned - 559 

Huston, John M, Mentioned 341^ 342 

ECutoherson, W, P, Mentione4. 676 
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HatcNesott, B. B. Mentioned.... - 

Hatcheson, J ohn B. Mentioned' - - ^55, 985 

Hutcbins, Stokely. Mentioned..... - - 

Hutchison, John. Mentioned 974 

Hutto, Alfred C. Mentioned - 973 

Hyams, Isaac S. Mentioned — - 766,976 

Tgoe, Martin. Mentioned 618 

Illinois Troops. Mentioned. 


Artillery, Light — Batteries : Chicago Board of Trade, 80, 188, 193, 194, 197, 

815, 324. 240-249, 251, 311, 354, 374, 386, 408, 414, 450, 455, 456, 471, 473, 474, 

479, 492, 504, 521, 523, 525, 580, 584, 586, 592. Regiments : 1st (Batteries), C, 

177, 209,227, 237, 238, 242, 260, 348-350, 352-354, 360,' 362, 369, 370, 407 ; 2d 
(Batteries), 1, 23, 179. 

Cavalry — Companies: Sherer’s, 10,21,175,207,226,262,269,270. 
lufantrv — Regiments: ZOth, 179; 16th, 5,179; 19th, 79, 178, 211, 407-409, 
421-426, 428, 434, 435, 456, 525 ; 21st, 175, 205, 208, 226, 237, 259, 260, 262, 280, 

281, 283, 284, 559, 775, 898, 902 ; 22d, 176, 209, 227, 256, 260, 261, 369-371; 

24th, 177, 210, 391-393 ; 25tb, 21, 74, 75, 175, 208, 226, 259, 260, 262, 286, 287, 
289-293 ; 27th, 176,209,227,256,260,261,351,309,370 ; 34th, 13,176,208, 

227, 260, 261, 295, 319-322, 324-326, 328-330, 334, 673 ; 35th, 21, 175, 208, 226, 

259, 260, 262, 286, 289-2.91 , 293, 294 ; 36th, 23, 176, 209. 227, 260, 261, 350, 356- 
. 360, 362, 363, 365, 367 ; 38th, 10, 175, 208, 226, 259, 260, 262, 280-283, 775, 898, 

902 ; 42d. 29,176,209,227,256,260,261,369-371,425 ; 44th, 176,209,227, 

260, 261, 365, 366 ; 51st, 176, 209, 227, 256, 260, 261, 369, 370, 503, 611 ; 59th, 

164. 175. 207. 226. 236. 259. 260. 262. 264. 267. 269- 274 ; 60th, 27, 179, 445 ; 

73d, 176, 209, 227, 260, 261, 365, 366, 553 ; 74th, 164, 175, 207, 226, 259, 260, 

262. 269- 272, 274-276; 75th, 175, 207, 226, 259, 260, 262, 269-271, 277, 774, 

966 ; 78th, 151, 152 ; 79th, 13, 176, 208, 227, 259, 261, 295, 320-322, 324, 326, 

327, 330, 333, 334, 337, 343, 345 ; 80th, 179, 2^; 84th, 181,213, 518' 559, 
560,562-566,568,571,573 ; 85th, 179, 196,211,416-419 ; 86th, 179; 88th, 

23, 176, 209, 227, 260, 261, 356, 357, 360-362, 364 ; 89th, 175, 208,‘227, 259, 261, 

295, 304-306, 308-311 ; 91st, 155 ; 98th, 179 ; lOOth,180, 212, 222, 448, 459, 

462, 465, 466, 469, 470, 476, 482-486, 488, 490-492, 517, 618, 545, 551 ; 102d, 

182 ; 104th, 42, 45-47, 49, 51-58, 60. 61 ; 105th, 182 ; 107th, 150 ; 110th, 

180, 212, 228, 484, 518, 542, 544-546, 549-551, 553, 555, 556; 123d, 179, 228; 
125th, 179. 

Indiana Legislature. Congratulatory resolntions. Battle of Stone’s Biver, 

Tenn., Deo. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 188 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light — Batteries : 4th, 177, 209, 227, 237, 238, 242, 260, 348-350, 352- 
359,363,364,407 ; 5th, 176,209,227,235,236,242,260,261,295,297-299,321, 
330,337-339,341,343 ; 7th, 181, 214,-228, 240, 242, 415, 454-456, 522, 525, 528, 

536, 539, 574, 579, 580, 597 ; 8th, 180, 212, 228, 240, 242, 454-458, 461, 462, 465- 
469,471,475-477,492,494; 10th, 180.212.228,239-242,385,454-456,459- 
462,477,478.493,494,496,497,524; 11th, 12th, 179; 13th, 45-48, 50,53- 
55,58,182; 18th, 179; 19th, 179,228. 

C&rsJsj— Regiments : 2d. 15,24-26,43-47,49,51-53,55,61, 68,179, 182, 214, 

619, 623, 626 ; 3d, 35, 176, 209, 226, 295, 297, 617, 619, 646, 647 ; 4th, 148, 150, 

151 ; 5th, 148, 151. 

Infantry— Bey/menfs; 6th, 176,208,227, 259,261, 270,295,337-341,343,345, 

346; 9th, 180, 212, 228, 489, 497,518,542-546,549,551-556,558,567; 10th, 

24, 41, 47, 48, 139, 178 ; 15th, 180, 205, 212, 461, 493-496 ; 17th, 179 ; 22d, 

164. 175. 207. 226. 259. 260. 262. 264. 267. 269- 271, 277-279, 334, 775, 845, 861, 

J7l : 39th, 13,17,18,176,208, 227, 259, 295, 319, 321, 322, 324, ^7-332, 334, 
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Indiana ^troops. Mentioned— Continued. 

Inf&ntTy— Regiments : 29tli (continued), 335 j SOth, 13, 17, 176,208,227,259, 

261, 295, 319-322, 324, 326, 328-330, 332-335, 337, 343 ; 31st, 180, 212, 312, 446, 

519, 526, 527, 529, 531-538, 540 ; 32d, 175, 208, 227, 259, 261, 295, 304-313 ; 

35th, 181, 213, 577, 590, 598, 599, 601, 607-614 ; 3€th, 181,213, 518, 545, 548, 

552, 559-564, 560-568, 573 ; 37th, 178, 211, 228, 408, 409, 431, 432, 434, 436-439 ; 

38th, 19, 20, 177, 210, 383-388, 390 ; 39th, 175, 208, 227, 259, 261, 294, 304-306, 
308,309,313-315,673; 40th, 180, 212, 470, 481, 493, 495, 497-499,544.556; 
42d,177, 210, 374, 379 ; 44th, 181, 213, 590, 597-599, 601-603 ; 51st, 165, 180, 

212, 500-509, 511, 514,-58l ; 57th, 180,212,476,493,495 ; 58th, 180, 212,228, 
461,464-466,468-470,480-483,486-488,490-492,498; 70th, 182; 72d,179; 

73d, 180,212,501-506,508-511.514; 74th, 47.48,137,139,178 ; 75th, X79; 

79th, 181, 213, 243, 247, 248, 576, 577, 584, 585, 587, 589, 590,594, 598. 601, 610, 

611 ; 81st, 75, 175, 208, 226, 259, 260, 262, 286, 287, 289-291, 293, 357, 775, 898, 

902; 82d, 178,211,441,444 ; 86th, 181,213,598,599,602,603 ; 87th, 178; 

88th, 177,210,227,379,381 ; 101st, 179,228. 

Ingraham, L. B. Mentioned : 736 

Ingraham, W. D. Mentioned 410 

Ingram, John. Mentioned 708 

For correspondence as A. A. O., see B, F. Cheatham, 

Ingmundson, John. Mentioned 216 

Innes, William P. 

Mentioned 182, 198, 622, 629, 63f3, 655, 656 

Report of skirmish at La Vergne, Tenn., Jan. 1, 1863 651 

lainess, William. Mentioned 435 

Innis, R. H. Mentioned 831 

Insane Asylum, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 3, 1863. See Coxis Hill, Ttnn, 

Irby, W. D. Mentioned 740 

Irwin, Jes*se. Mentioned 676 

Isom, John P. Mentioned 290 

l som, Simpson. Mentioned .! 680 

l son, F. M. Mentioned 661,970 

Ives, John. Mentioned 97S 

Jack; R. T. Mentioned 10£ 

Jack, Thomas M. Mentioned 695 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Leonidas Polk, 

Jack, William S. Mentioned — 211 

Jackson, A. M. Mentioned 83J 

Jackson, Andrew. Mentioned 44( 

Jackson, JohnK. 

Mentioned 659, 663, 666 

672, 674, 681, 690, 694. 712, 726, 766, 776, 777, 779, 780, 782, 783,787, 840, 84J 

Report of battle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862- Jan. 3, 1863 83t 

Jackson, Lewis E. Mentioned 67J 

Jackson, N. P. Mentioned 36 

Jackson, Samuel. Mentioned : 97i 

Jackson, Simpson. Mentioned 97- 

Jackson, Warren A Mentioned 97: 

Jacobs, Benjamin P. Mentioned 16 

Jacobs, Thomas B. Mentioned 32 

Jaggers, Wilson. Mentioned 62 

James, B. A. Mentioned 83' 

James, Joseph A. Mentioned 15 

James, Luolen A. Mentioned 32 
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James, R. P. Mentioned *^37 

Jaquess, J. A. Mentioned. ^25 

Jamagin, C. G. 

Mentioned - 660,878 

Report of battle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 891 

Jamigan, Rufus A. Mentioned ^26, 729 

Jarvis, Dwight, jr. 

' Mentioned - 181,598,600 

Report of battle of Stoners River, Tenn., [Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 603 

Jarvis, J. J. Mentioned 931 

Jayroe, S. G, F. Mentioned 976 

Jefferson, Term. Skirmish at, Dec. 30, 1862. 

Casualties. Eeturns of. Union troops 392 

Report of John C. Starkweather 391 

See also 

Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stones JRiver Camjpaign. Beports of 

Hardee, TVilliam J. Rosecrans, "W. S. W heeler, Joseph. 

Mauldin, T. H. Thomas, George H. Wiggins, J. H. 

Jefferson Pike, Tenn. Skirmish on the, Dec. 27, 1862. Reports of 

Crittenden, Thomas L 447 

Hazen, William B 542 

Mix, Frank W .* 629 

See also 

Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stoners Eivei' Campaigv, Beporta of 
Crittenden, Thomas L. Oshum, Korval. Webb, J. D. 

Hazen, William B. Palmer, John M. Wiggins, J. H. 

Mauldin, T. H. Rosecrans, W. S. 

Jefferson, Thomas. Mentioned 440 

Jeffress, William C. 

Correspondence with Humphrey Marshall 105 

Mentioned 114, 125, 130 

Jenkins, A. G. Mentioned 110, 130 

Jenkins, B. W. Mentioned 123 

Jenkins, Clark D. Mentioned 914,948,974 

Jenkins, James H. M. Mentioned 330, 331 

Jenkins, W. G. Mentioned 381 

Jennings, William H. Mentioned 625, 631, 632 

Jemighan, L. W. Mentioned 978 

J ervis, Richard. Mentioned 204, 457, 473, 475, 477 

Jett, P. C. Mentioned 974 

Jetton, J. W. Mentioned 850 

Jewett, Horace. Mentioned 399 

Johnson, Andrew. Mentioned 416 

Johnson, Benjamin M. Mentioned 586,591 

Johnson, Bushrod R. 

Correspondence with Patrick R. Clehume 888 

Mentioned 197, 660, 674, 680, 744, 775, 776, 780, 844-850, 852-854, 857, 

858, 861, 862, 864-866, 868, 871, 872, 874, 886, 887, 889, 898, 899, 905, 939, 941 

Report of battle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 874 

Johnson, C. J. Mentioned 804 

Johnson, E. L. Mentioned 975 

Johnson, P. E. Mentioned 841 

Johnson, George W. Mentioned 406 

Johnson, H. Mentioned 933 
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Johnson, W. Mentioned 547 

Johnson, James H. Mentioned 644 

Johnson, J. B. Mentioned 977 

Johnson, John B. 

Mentioned 658,705,743 

Report of operations, Dec. 30, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, during Stone's River Cam- 
paign 747 

Johnson, John M. Mentioned 850 

Johnson, N. Mentioned 953 

Johnson, N. D. Mentioned 2 962 

Johnson, Ole C. Mentioned 10,11 

Johnson, Patrick. Mentioned 975 

Johnson, Richard W. 


Mentioned 175, 191-193, 198, 200-203, 206, 208, 219, 226, 229, 236, 238, 253, 254, 

256, 257, 259, 261, 263, 264, 299-301, 303, 304, 306, 309, 310, 314, 321, 325, 328, 
330, 335, 341, 344, 347, :?48, 353, 368, 393, 442, 443, 636, 640, 652, 686, 920, 922 


Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 6, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 294 

Johnson, Samuel. Mentioned - 176,351 

Johnson, Thomas. 

Correspondence with Humphrey Marshall 109 

Mentioned 97, 98', 106, 108, 109, 111, 112, 116, 117, 121, 122, 124, 127-129 

Johnson, W. P. Mentioned 671 

Johnson, William P. Mentioned 221,423 

Johnson’s Ferryj Ky. Skirmish near, Deo. 29, 1862. Report of John M. 

Harlan 135 

See also Dec. 22, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863. Kentucky, Morgan'' 8 Second Baid, Be- 
j)ort8 of 

Harlan, J ohn M. Morgan, Jolin H. 

Johnston, A. Sidney. Mentioned 671 

Johnston, Isaac N, Mentioned 556 

Johnston, Joseph B. 

Assignments to command 1,2 

Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton 685 

Ewell, Benjamin S 657 

Congratulatory orders. Stone’s River Campaign, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. 657 

Mentioned 73, 657, 698, 69£ 

Report of operations, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 5^ 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 657 

Johnston, J. Stoddard. Mentioned 671, 783, 786 

For correspondence as A. D. C., see Braxton Bragg. 

Johnstone, Edward W. Mentioned 345 

Joiner, Vincent BL Mentioned 97J 

Jones, Private. Mentioned 826 

Jones, A. J. Mentioned 68( 

Jones, E. S. Mentioned 975 

Jones, Fielder A. 

Mentioned 175, 203, 257, 295, 304-306, 306 

Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 3H 

Jones, Frank. Mentioned 97i 

Jones, Frederick C. Mentioned. 181,199,216,545,559,561,563,571,575 

■ Jones, Griffith. Mentioned - 91, 9J 

J ones, G. W. Mentioned 67< 
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Jones, Gr. W. W. Mentioned 851,902 

Jones, Jacob D, Mentioned 

Jones, James. Mentioned 

Jones, J. M. Mentioned 

Jones, John L. Mentioned 

Jones, J. Paul. Mentioned — 

Jones, L. B. Mentioned 

Jones, M. N. Mentioned 

Jones, N. Mentioned 

Jones, Paul, jr. Mentioned 

Jones, R. H. Mentioned 

Jones, SamneL 

Correspondence with Humphrey Marshall 106, 110 

Mentioned. - - 16^» 166, 110, 114, 118, 130 

Report of operations, Dec. 29-31, 1862, durjng Carter’s Raid 95 

Jones, Samuel C. Mentioned 315 

Jones, S. M. Mentioned 204,270-272,282 

Jones, Thomas M. Mentioned 659, 763, 764 

Jonesville, Va. Shirmish at, Jan. 2, 1863. See 

Dec. 20, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Carter’s Baid. Beports of 

Carter, S. P. Marsliall, Humplirey. TTriglit, Horatio G. 

Jones, W.E. (Captain.) Mentioned - 154 

Jones, W. E. (General.) Mentioned. 131 

Jones, William. Mentioned - 556 

Jones, Willis P. Mentioned 978 

Jones, W. T. Mentioned. 885,977 

Jordan, Pat. Mentioned 751 

Jordan, Seth A. Mentioned 977 

Jordon, William. Mentioned 978 

Joubert, Leon. Mentioned 747 

Joyes, E. Mentioned 831 

Joyner, William H. Mentioned 805, 806 

Justice, Sylvester. Mentioned 647 

Kagay, Daniel H. Mentioned 294 

Kammerling, Gustave. Mentioned 178 

Kane, W. J. Mentioned 225 

Kansas Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry— : 8th, 74, 75, 179. 

Kavanaugh, Delaney. Mentioned 339 

Keeble, James M. Mentioned 736 

Keeble, R. H. 

Mentioned 660, 863, PC4, 875, 881, 883-885, 978 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Teuu., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 888 

Keel, Aurora C. Mentioned ‘ 596 

Keen, Lorenzo S. Mentioned 323, 332 

Keil, J. V. Mentioned 979 

Keith, J. J. Mentioned 678 

Keith, John S. Mentioned 215 

Kell, John. Mentioned.... 20, 177, 199, 216, 380, 383, 385, 387 

Kellar, Andrew J. Mentioned 726 

Keller, Aaron H. Mentioned 217 

Keller, Amos. Mentioned 216, 307 

Eleller, George. 

Correspondence with W. S. Minor 110 

Mentioned 1 110, HI 
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IKlelley, Johii A. Mentioned - 484 

Kelley, William J. Mentioned 303, 317 

Kellogg, E. R. Mentioned 402 

Kellner, Charles. Mentioned 216,367 

Kelly, John H. 

Mentioned 660, 771, 776, 845, 847, 859, 879 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 869 

Kelly, Michael J. Mentioned 650 

Kelly, William K. Mentioned 978 

Kelso, P. M. Mentioned 852 

Kelso, James V. Mentioned 20 

Kelton, J. C. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Army Headquarters. 

Kendall, W. S. Mentioned 65 

Kennard, J. M. Mentioned 779 

Keimard, O. Mentioned 825, 835 

Kennedy, B. C. Mentioned 671 

Kennedy, C.W. Mentioned 915 

Kennedy, Frederick H. Mentioned 409 

Kennedy, W. G. Mentioned 677 

Kennedy, William. Mentioned 365 

Kennett, Henry G. Mentioned 182 

Kennett, John. 

Correspondence vrith Edward M. McCook 84 

Mentioned 77, 78, 182, 214, 357, 446, 526, 617, 620, 622, 625, 627, 628, 632, 642, 643 

Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 620 

Kenny, Curran. Mentioned 979 

Kentucky. 

Expedition from Sparta, Tenn., into, Nov. 17-29, 1862 1 

Morgan’s Second Raid, Dec. 22, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863. 

Communications from Speed S. Fry 141 

Prisoners (U. S.) captured. Statement of 673 

Reports of 

Boyle, Jeremiah T 133, 134 

Harlan, John M. 1*34-137 

Hobson, Edward H 148 

Hoskins, William A 141 

Morgan, John H 153, 154 

Wright, Horatio G 133 

See also 

Deo. 24, 1862. Glasgow. Skirmish at. 

25, 1862. Grem^s Chajgel. Skirmish near. 

27, 1862. JEl^abethtovon. Capture of Union forces at. 

29, 1862. Johnson’s Ferry., Skirmish neat'. 

30, 1862. New Haven. Skirmish at. 

Operations in, Nov. 1, 1862-Jan. 20, 1863. See 

Nov. 1, 1862. Henderson County. Skirmish in. 

5, 1862. FiJceton. Affair near. 

6, 1862, Garrettsburg. Skirmish at. 

8, 1862. Burkesville, Skirmish at. 

17-29, 1862. Kentucky. Kjgoeditionfrom Sparta, Tenn., inte. 

19, 1862. Tunnel Hill. Skirmish at. 

TompHnsville. Skirmish neat'. 

24, 1862, TompTdnsviUe. Skirmish near. 
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Kentucky — C on tinned. 

Operations in, Kov. 1, 186*2-Jan. 20, 1363. See 
Nov. 25, 1862. Calhoun, SJcirmisk at, 

Dec. 4, 1862, Floyd County, SJcirniish in. 

4~ 5, 1862, Fresionhurg, Capture of transports, and sTcirmkhes 
near, 

22, lS62-Jan. 2, 1863. Eentuchj, Morgan^ Second Raid. 

26, 1862. Fmcell County, Capture of guerrilla camp in. 

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned.* (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light — Batteries : Byrne’s, 661, 784, 785 j Cobb’s, 63, 65, 68~70, 72, 

659, 679, 782, 785, 788, 825-832, 835-838, 908-910. 

Cavalry — Battalions: 2d Rifles, 97, 99, 104, 108-110, 115, 119-122, 128, 130 ; 

3d Rifles,96, 99,104, 108, 109, 111, 112, 115, 119-122, 127, 129, 130; Stoner’s,t 
66, 67. Regiments : Faulkner’s, 16 ; 2d (Duke), 52, 148, 155 ; 2d (Wood- 
ward), 20, 21 ; 3a, 661, 970, 971 ; 4tli, 90, 96, 99, 101, 102, 104, 108, 111, 1 17- 
120, 125, 128,129; Sth, 661, 970; 6tli, 661,829, 970, 971; 7tli, 46, 52, 65-67, 
148,155; Sth, 65-67, 148, 156, 157; Sth, 148, 156 ; 10th, 155; 11th, 65,66, 

148, 156. 

Infantry — Regiments : 2d, 50, 52,53, 56, 59, 63-72, 659, 679, 825-833, 835, 975; 

4th, 659, 679, 825-830, 835, 975 ; Sth, 115, 124-126, 128 ; 6th, 659, 679, 761, 782, 

' 8i5, 827-835, 975 ; 9th, 50, 52, 53, 56, 63-65, 68-72, 659, 679, 782, 785, 788, 792, 

B2o, 827-829, 832, 833, 835, 836, 975. 

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Artillery, Ught-Batteries : A, 177, 210, 238, 242, 378, 391-393, 444 ; B, 79, 178, 

211, 228, 239, 242, 407-412, 414, 415, 431, 432, 436, 437. 

Cavalry— Co/r7pa/7/es: Twyman’s, 5, 150. Regiments: 1st, 182] 2d, 175-178, 

207. 210, 226, 379, 392 ; 3d, 77, 131, 182, 214, 297, 618-620, 623-625, 627, 628, 

643; Sth, 131, 179, 635; 6th, 143,145,162 ; 7th, 47, 48, 182 ; 9th, 143-145; 

10th, 159-163 ; 11th, 45, 46, 53, 61, 62, 182 ; 12th, 138, 149, 150 ; 14th, 166. 
lidmtTj— Regiments : 1st, 180, 212, 245,446,526,527,529, 531-^36,538,540; 
2d,150, 212,517, 526-529,531-533,536-540 ; 3d, 180,190,212,228,459,464- 
470, 480, 487-491 ; 4th, 47, 48, 136, 137, 139, 178 ; Sth, 34, 35, 37, 176, 205, 208, 

227, 235, 260, 261, 295, 297, 337-343, 345, 380 ; 6th, 180, 212, 517, 542-546, 549, 

552, 553, 555-557 ; Sth, 74, 181, 213, 577, 599, 607, 608, 610-614 ; 9th, 181, 213, • 

380,576,577,584-588, 590-592,594-596, 599, 809; 10th, 24,47-49, 139, 178; 

11th, 181, 213, 577, 584-589, 592, 593, 599 ; 12th, 142, 145-147, 178 ; 13th, 
138,139,149,150; ISth, 177, 210 ; 16th, 142, 144-147; 21st, 181, 213, 599, 
607-609,611,613,614; 23d, 181, 213,470,518,559-565,668-570,572 ; 27th, 


33d, 150 ; 39th, 7, 8, 31, 32. 

Kepperly, Abraham. Mentioned 41 

Kerby, N, Martin. • Mentioned 6?i 

Kern, John T. Mentioned 851, 90' 

Kerr, Robert A. Mentioned ^162, 16 

Kersey, Silas H. 

Mentioned 520,56 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 56 

Kerstetter, Edmund R. Mentioned 406, 467, 469, 47 

Kerston, Sergeant. Mentioned 36 

Kessler, Penry. Mentioned - 215,55 

Kessler, John G. Mentioned 17 

Kessler, John J. Mentioned 31 , 

Kessler, Joseph R. Mentioned 3 


* Organizations, pp. 230-233, not included. See note, p. 233. 
t December 17, 1862, with Breckinridge’s battalion formed 9tb Kentucky Cavalry. 
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Keteltas, Henry. Mentioned 399 

Key, Thomas J. 

Mentioned 660 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 855 

Keys, A. C. Mentioned 290 

Kibbler, Francis P. Mentioned 600,606 

Kibler, W. R. Mentioned 859 

Kiddoo, Samuel P. Mentioned - 974 

EZilgore, C. B. 

Correspondence with John P. McCown 923 

Mentioned 918,929 

Kilroy, William. Mentioned 217 

Elimball, T. A. Mentioned 903 

Kimberk, S. O. Mentioned 479 

Kimberly, R. L. Mentioned 547 

Kimble, Thomas V. Mentioned.-.. 435 

Kimbrough’s Mill, Mill Creek, Tenn. Skirmish near, Dec. 6, 1862. Reports of 

Anderson, Charles 35 

Barnes, Milton 37 

Buckley, Harvey M 34 

Palmer, T. R 38 * 

Sill, Joshua W 34 

Kimrey, A. S. Mentioned 975 

King, Orderly. Mentioned 912, 946 

King, C. F. Mentioned 599, 600 

King, David. Mentioned 388 

King, Dempsey. Mentioned 159, 160 

King, Hiram P. Mentioned 602 

King, James H. Mentioned 215, 563, 568 

King, J. M. Mentioned *. 796,797,799 

King, John C. Mentioned 393, 402 

King, John H. Mentioned 177, 203, :^0, 382, 394, 395, 397-400, 408, 409 

Eling, Richard. Mentioned 440 

Eang, Robert Mentioned 976 

King, Robert P., jr. Mentioned 399 

King, W. A. Mentioned 855 

Kinley, Isaac. Mentioned 181,559-561,563,567 

Kinman, William K. Mentioned 975 

Kinney, Michael. Mentioned . 975 

Kinney,' Nathaniel C. Mentioned 397 

Kinsey, Benjamin. Mentioned 500 

Kinsey, H. M. Mentioned 878,977 

Kin fifty J W. H. Mentioned - 851 

Kinsley, James. Mentioned - 975 

EZirby, Byron. Mentioned 199,219 

E^irby, Isaac M. 

Mentioned 175,282,284 

Report of operations, Doc. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign « 283 

Kirk, Edward N. 

Mentioned 12, 16, 17, 176, 193, 208, 227, 235, 255, 257, 264, 270, 295-299, 

300-305, 309, 310, 313, 314, 318-320, 323-326, 328, 329, 332, 333, 337, 345 

Report of reconnaissance toward La Vergne, Tenn., Nov. 19, 1862 12 

Kirkland, W. W, Mentioned 850 



1052 


INDEX. 


BZirkpatrick, M. L. Mentioned 

Eoshler, WiUiaxn S. Mentioned 

Klein, Robert. 

Mentioned 176,203,297, 

Report of operations, Deo. 26-31, 1862, daring Stone’s River Campaign ... 
Kleisendlorff, C. W. Mentioned 


Kline, Jacob. Mentioned 

Kling, Henry H. Mentioned 

Klnaggs, James W. Mentioned 

Kneass, Charles Ii. Mentioned 216,398, 

KnefLer, Frederick. 

Mentioned 82, 181, 676, 684, 


Report of battle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 

Knob Gap, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 26, 1862. 

Casualties, See Stoners Biver Campaign. 

Reports. See Dec. 26, 1862-Jan, 5, 1863. Stoners Bivey^ Campaign. 

Davis, Jefferson C. Marsh, Jason. Rosecrans, "W. S. 

Gooding, Michael Paine, Hendrick E. Sheridan, Philip H. 

Kirby, Isaac M. Post, P. Sidney. Taggart, Wesford. 


McCook, A. McD. 

Knox, George G. 

Mentioned 82,85,4 

Report of violation of flag of trnce near Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 15-16, 

1862 

Knox, James. Mentioned 282,2 

Keen, Robert B. Mentioned 7 

Koen, T. H. Mentioned 7 

Krimbill, William. Mentioned -505,5 

Kuhlman, Anton. Mentioned 3 

Kuhlman, Iiouis. Mentioned 3 

Kuneman, Jacob, Mentioned 5 

Kunkler, Gustave A. Mentioned 3 

Kyle, Fergus. Mentioned 9 

Lacy, Edward. Mentioned 4 

Lacy, Robert. Mentioned 3 

Laiboldt, Bernard. 

Mentioned 176,' 200, 203, 209, 351, 357, 359, 3 

Report of hattle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 3 

Lair, A. K. Meutioned g 

Lake, James B. 

Mentioned g 

Report of battle of Stone's River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 8 

Lamb, William H. Mentioned 2 

Lamberson, Cornelius V. Mentioned 204,2 

Lane, H. M. Mentioned g 

Lane, J. N. Mentioned g 

Lane, John Q. 

Mentioned 180,469,493,4 

Report of battle of Stone's River, Cenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 4 

Langdon, B. Bassett Mentioned 258 2 

Lanier, R. P. 

. Mentioned 658,745,7 

Report of battle of Stone's River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 8, 1863 7 

Lankford, N. Mentioned, g 


Oi Qp os Ol ^.( 
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Lankford, W. H. Mentioned 851, 870 

Larunan, John. Mentioned 159, 160 

Lanning, James R. Mentioned 976 

Lanom, A. T, Mentioned 978 

Laracy, Walter. Mentioned 979 

Larmer, S. P. 

Correspondence with Humphrey Marshall 96, 103 

Mentioned 96, 97, 103-106 

Larry, W. R. Mentioned / 973 

Lashbrooke, William. Mentioned 828 

Lasselle, William P. Mentioned 553, 554 

Iiatimer, John M., jr. Mentioned 284,285 

Latimer, Thomas A. Mentioned 979 

Lauderdale, John A. Mentioned 727 

Laughlin, James. 

Mentioned 182,640 

Report of operations, Jan. 1~5, 1863, during Stone’s River* Campaign 639 

Lavender, Frank M. Mentioned 659, 813, 822 

Lavender, John W. Mentioned 914,953 

La Vergne, Tenn. 

Operations near, Dec. 29-31, 1862. Report of Joseph A. S. Mitchell 626 

Reconnaissances to and toward. 

Nov. 19, 1832. Reports of 

Kirk, Edward N 12 

Sill, Joshua W 12 

Nov. 26-27, 1862. 

Communications from Braxton Bragg 19 

Reports of 

Housum, Peter B 17 

Rose, Thomas E 18 

Sill, Joshua W 15 

Skirmishes at and near. 

Dec. 9, 1862. See Dohbiits^ Ferry ^ Tenn. 

Dec. 11, 1862 2 

• Dec. 26-27, 1862. 

Casualties. See Stone’s Fiver Campaign. 

Reports of 

Bartleson, Frederick A 482 

Buell, George P 480 

Crittenden, Thomas L 446, 447 

Estep, George .‘ 475 

Hascall, Milo S 464 

McKee, Samuel 487 

Squires, William H 490 

See also Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stone’s Fiver Campaign. Fe- 
ports of 

Crittenden, Thomas L. Mendenhall, John. Stanley, David S. 

Cruft, Charles. Minty, Robert H. G. Standart, William E. 

Enyart, David A. Murray, EU H. Swift, Ehenezer. 

Hazen, William B. Newell, Nathaniel M. Webb, J. D. 

Kennett, John. Osborn, John. Wheeler, Joseph. 

Learning, Henry. Rosecians, W. S. Wiggins, J. H, 

McCook, A. MoD. Sedgewick, Thomas P, J» 

34^^14i7^ Tt It 
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La Vergne, Tenn. — Continued. 

Skirmislies at and near. 

Dec. 30, 1S62. See Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5. 1863. Stones Hirer Campaign. 
Etports of 

Hardee, ‘VriUiain J. Walker, Moses B. Wheeler. Joseph. 

Mauldin, T. H. Webb, J. D. Wiggins, J . H. 

Hosecrans, W. S. 

Jan. 1, 1863, 

Casualties. See Stone's River Campaign. 

Reports of 

Dickinson, William H — 62i 

Innes, William P 65 

Zahm, Lewis - 63 

See also Dec, 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stone's River Campaign. Re- 
pots of 

Buford, Abraham. Paramore, James W. Wharton, John A. 

Burke, Joseph W. Rosecrans, W. S. Wheeler, Joseph. 

Eldridge, Lansingh B. Webb, J. D. Zahm, Lewis. 

Hewell, Hathaniel M. 

Lawson, J. J, Mentioned - 33 

Lawson, Orris A. Mentioned 177 , 379, 39 

Leach, Wesley H. Mentioned 63 

Learning, Henry. 

Mentioned 180,49 

Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 4, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 49 

Leaptarot, Joseph H. Mentioned 86 

Lease, William J. Mentioned 63 

Leavell, John. Mentioned 31 

Lebanon, Tenn. Skirmish at, Nov. 9, 1862 

Ledbetter,?. Mentioned 97 

Ledyard, Edward S. Mentioned 96 

Lee, Abijah A. Mentioned 204, 29 

Lee, George. Mentioned 35 

. For correspondence as A A. A. G., see Philip PC. Sheridan. 

Lee, George C. Mentioned 41 

Lee, John. Mentioned 65 

Lee, John B. Mentioned - 44 

Lee, Robert E. Mentioned 69 

LefiSngwell, Josiah W. Mentioned 27 

Leggett, Algernon S. Mentioned 216, 586, 59 

Leggett, Henry P. Mentioned 58 

Lehmann, Christoph. Mentioned 54 

Leigh, H. C. Mentioned 92 

Leighton, James M. Mentioned - 5 

Lemon, Joseph. Mentioned • 85 

Lemons, S. Mentioned 7X 

Leneau, William L. Mentioned 38 

Lenderman, N. B. Mentioned 679,82 

Lenhart, Jacob. Mentioned 

Lennard, George W. Mentioned 180, 461, 493 49 

Lenoir, T. M. Mentioned *75 

Lesley, John T. 

Mentioned 81^7 gj 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. ...... ^81 

fieslie, Frank. Mentioned 47 



INDEX. 


1055 


Page. 

LesHe, J. K. Mentioned 673, 776, 848, 858, 866 

Letcher, John. Mentioned 31 

Letcher, Samuel M. Mentioned 147 

Letson, John E. Mentioned 851, 974 

Lettman, Julius. Mentioned 215 

Leverich, A. J. Mentioned - 804 

Levy, D. C. Mentioned 678,799 

Lewis, G. Mentioned 826,836 

Lewis, Granville. Mentioned 713,714 

Lewis, J. Beverly. Mentioned 834,975 

Lewis, Joseph H. ^ 

Mentioned 659, 825, 826, 828 

Eeport of operations, Dec. 28, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 831 

Leyden, A. Mentioned 106 

L’Hommedieu, T. Mentioned 649 

LiddeU, St. John R. 

Correspondence with Patrick R. Cleburne 862,865 

Mentioned 660, 674, 680, 774-777, 780, 781, 844, 

845, 847-851, 854, 860, 861, 864, 865, 870, 871, 873-876, 879, 880, 883-887, SS9, 

' 894, 898-900, 908, 910, 912, 913, 915, 916, 924, 927, 940, 944, 945, 948, 950, 9o2 

’ Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn.-, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 856 

Liddell, W, R. Mentioned 659 

Lieske, Gustav. Mentioned 646 

Liggett, M. G. Mentioned 977 

Lillard, John M. Mentioned 659,804 

Lilly, Eli Mentioned 179 

Limberg, George T. Mentioned 43 

Lincoln, Abraham. 

Correspondence with W. S. Rosecrans 186 

Mentioned 42, 43, 159, 186, 198 

Lind, John S. Mentioned 404 

Lindenfelser, Stephen. Mentioned - 342 

Lindsay, George M. Mentioned 936 

Lindsey, Robert H. Mentioned 828, 975 

Lindsley, Henry. Mentioned 713 

Lindsly , W ebst er. Mentioned - - - - 397, 486 

Lingeman, Samuel Mentioned 249 

Lipe, Felix E. Mentioned 851 

Lipscomb, A. A. Mentioned 797-799 

Lipscomb, B. C. Mentioned - - 976 

Lisle, William J. Mentioned 140 

Lister, Frederick W. Mentioned 178 

Litson, Richard H. Mentioned 204,272 

Little, E. B. Mentioned 977 

Little, Reuben F. Mentioned 403 

Little Bear Creek, Ala. Skirmish at, Dec, 12, 1862. See Tmcumlia^ Ala. He- 
connaissance iowardj Dec. 9-14, 1862. 

Livingston, Cortland. 

Mentioned 181, 240-242, 450, 454-456, 575, 576, 578, 599, 607 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 - 582 

Livse 7 , Joseph. Mentioned 403 

Lizzard’s, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 29, 1862. See 

Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stoners Diver Camj^aign. Deports of 

Hall, 'William S. Pugli, John L. Rosecrans, W. S. 
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LleweUyn, D. H. Mentioned 68 

Locke, M. P. 

Mentioned - 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 930 

Loder, R. Mentioned 452 

Loftin, A. W. Mentioned 978 

Lofton, W. H. Mentioned 9'^^ 

Long, !Bli. Mentioned 252,619,650 

Long, E. T. Mentioned 657 

Long, George W. Mentioned - - 297 

Long, Seaborn. Mentioned 957 

Longwell, WiHiam. Mentioned - 410 


Loomis, J. Q. Mentioned - 658,687,705-707,743,753-755,771,918,922 

Louisiana. Military departments embracing - 1 

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned.* 


Artillery, JAg\it—Battalrons : Wasliington (Companies), Sth, 588,593,599, 
615, 659, 678, 721, 782, 784, 785, 793, 794, 799, 803, 804, 826, 829, 830, 837, 910, 
975. 


Cavalry — Regiments : 1st, 94, 661. 

Infantry— Raftu//o/7S .* 14tli, 659, 678, 793, 795-799, 801, 802, 975. Regiments : 
1st, (Regulars), 658, 677, 692,899; 13th, 495, 496, 659, 678, 793, 796-799, 
801, 802, 975 ; 16th, 496, 552, 659, 678,793, 795-801 ; 20th, 205, 461, 496, 659, 
678, 793, 795, 796, 799, 801, 802, 975 ; 25th, 552, 659, 678, 793, 795, 799-801. 


Lord, R. D. Mentioned - 284,285 

Love, R. G. A. Mentioned 90 

Lovett, L. P. Mentioned 342 

Lovin, John P. Mentioned 673, 846 

Low, William A. Mentioned 327 

Lowd, W. Q. Mentioned 802 

Lowe, George K. Mentioned - 806 

Lowe, Gid. H. Mentioned 804 

Lowe, James M. Mentioned 978 

Lowe, William R. Mentioned 406 

Lowrie, James A. Mentioned 409,412 

Lowry, John N. Mentioned 977 

Loyd, Joseph G. Mentioned 600 

Lozier, J ohn H. Mentioned - 435 

L. S. Correspondence v^ith 'W'. B. Richmond 703 

Lucas, John. Mentioned 341 

Luckett, R P. Mentioned 677 

Lucy, J. C. Mentioned 976 

Ludlow, Israel. Mentioned 34, 382 

Luna, J. T. Mentioned 977 

Lythgoe, A J. Mentioned 659, 755, 977 

Ljrtle, Captain. Mentioned v,... 985 

Lytle, P. H. Mentioned 805 

Lytle’s Creek, Tenn. Skirmish, Jan. 5, 1863. 

Casualties. See Stone's River Campaign, 


Reports. See Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stoneis River Campaign, 


Mauldin, T. H. Otis, Elmer. 

Minty Bobert H, G. Boseqrans, W. S. 

Murray, Eli H. Spears, James G. 

yegley, James, S. Stanley, David S. 


Thomas, George H. 
\yebb. J. D. 
'W'heeler, Joseph. 
Wynkoop, John E. 


Oi ganii!;itIonSj pp. 2a0-^3, no^ pote, 
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McAfee, John. Mentioned 976 

McAllister, Henry C. Mentioned 323,327 

McAlpin, Henry. Mentioned 217 

McAlpin, Janies. Mentioned 650 

Me Arthur, Dr. Mentioned 351 

MacArthur, Arthur, jr. Mentioned 357, 365 

McAuliffe, Michael. Mentioned 975 

McBride, S. H. Mentioned 974 

McCall, J. S. Mentioned 733 

McCampbell, James H. Mentioned 556 

McCann, Richard. Mentioned 960, 961 

Me Cants, A. J. Mentioned 977 

McCarty, C. P. Mentioned 802 

McChadin, Private. Mentioned 851,907 

McChesney, William R. Mentioned 290 

McClain, James. Mentioned 977 

McClain, J. T. Mentioned 973 

McClain, Richard W. 

Mentioned 181,608 

Report of battle of Stoners River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 614 

McClanahan, E. B. Mentioned 740 

McClaskey, C. B. Mentioned 832 

McCleery, James. Mentioned 543,547 

McCleery, William P. Mentioned 404 

McClellan, George R. Mentioned 112, 129 

McClelland, David. Mentioned 216, 468 

McClelland, James S. 

Mentioned 74,75 

Report of expedition from Edgefield, Tenn., Nov. 26-Dec. 1, 1862 21 

McClelland, John P. Mentioned 308, 315 

McClelland, Thomas D. 

Mentioned 643 

Report of skirmish near Woodbury, Tenn., Jan. 19, 1863 985 
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Mentioned 316-318 
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Reports of 
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Stone’s River Campaign, Dec. 27, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863 - 251-253 
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1058 


INDEX. 


McCook, AildCSi 

Mentioned 177,380,384 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan.. 3, 1863 387 
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Correspondence -with 

Rennett, John 84 

Minty, Robert H. G 83 
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680r7ftl 8.51 8fiq 

McCurry, Obey. Mentioned 
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^77 

McDaniel, ‘W. J, Mentioned __ 
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McGee, James T. Mentioned 914, 931, 979 

McGee, M. M. Mentioned 974 
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McKay, Charles W. Mentioned 140 

McKay, Frederick A. Mentioned 204, 559 
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261, 356,357,362,363 ; 25th, 149. 
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Middle Tennessee. Operations in, Nov. 1, 1862-Jan. 20, 1863. Commnnicar 
tions from 

Ewell, Benjamin S 657 

Johnston, Joseph E 657 

See also 

Nov. 5, 1862. i^aslmlle, Aelion at 
7, 1862. GaUaiin. SMrnmhat 
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White Range, Skirmish at 

8, 1862. Cumlerland River, SJcumiish on the, 
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Lebanon. Skirmish at 
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Report of Philip H. Sheridan 22 
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Stone’s River Campaign. Operations, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, during. 431 
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Miller, L. H. Mentioned 817 
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Mentioned 703,704 

Minor, W. S. 
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Minty, Robert H Cr. 
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‘ Mentioned 76, 83, 182, 202, 214, 617, 620-622, 627, 628, 631, 632, 648 
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Holly Tree Gap, Term. Skirmish near, Dec. 4, 1862 29 

Stone’s River Campaign. Operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, 
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Mississippi, Army of the.* (Confederate.) 
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881, 882, 694-897, 901, 906, 976 ; Smith’s, 658, 676,705, 706, 708, 709, 722, 733, 
735, 740-743, 752, 756 ; Stanford’s, 658, 676, 704, 708, 709, 722-725, 727, 731- 
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Artillery, Light— -^after/es .* Barret’s, 659,677,732^763,768,769. 

Missouri Troops. Mentioned, (Union.) 

Artillery, Light— /?ey//we/jfs ; 1st {BatteHes), G, 177, 209, 227, 237, 238, 242, 
260, 34H-3.50, 352, 353, 357, 360, 362, 365, 367, 368, 725. 


Infantry— ^e^r/'/we/ife ; 25,176,209,227,260,261,365-369,545,553; 15th, 176, 
209,227,260,261,364-366. 

Mitchell, Charles F. Mentioned. 216 484 

Mitchell, F. B. Mentioned * 

Mitchell, H. L. Mentioned 

Mitchell, J acob. Mentioned .^5 

Mitchell, Joseph A. S. 

Mentioned 

Report of operations near La Vergne, Tenn., Dec. 29-31, 1862 62t) 

Mitchell, J. C. B. Correspondence with Leonidas Polk qqr 

Mitchell, J. L. Mentioned ' 

Mitchell, John. Mentioned ^27 

Mitchell, JosiahP. Mentioned 385 

Mitchell, Milton A Mentioned 

MitcheU, Robert B. 

Report of Wheeler’s Raid, Jan. 8-14, 1863 q«o qa-i 

Mitchell, S.T. Mentioned "’.'..'”“’."‘1 sni 

Mitchell, T. C. Mentioned..... " 

Mitchell, Thomas V. Mentioned 


* Of the 'Western Bepartmont. 

t Orgajoiaationg, pp. 230-233, not inclnded. See note, p. 233. 
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Mix, Frank W. 

Mentioned 543,623,625,626 

Reports of 

Jefferson Pike, Tenn. Skirmish on the, Dec. 27, 1862 629 

Wilson Creek Pike, Tenn. Skirmish on the, Dec. 21, 1862 131 

Mizell, Sergeant-Major. Mentioned .851,904 

Mizell, J. L* Mentioned 978 

Mizner, Henry R. Mentioned 404 

Moccasin Gap, Tenn. Passage of, Dec. 29, 1862. Seer^ori of 8, P. Carter, 

p. 88. 

Mohr, J antes F. Mentioned - 382 

Mohrhardt, Francis. Mentioned 351 

Moldenhawer, Ernst. Mentioned 216 

Mollihan, Mart. Mentioned 315 

MoUoy, F. Mentioned 671 

Monahan, Frank. Mentioned 975 

Moneypenny, David T. Mentioned 342 

Monger, Captain. Mentioned 222 

Monroe, James. Mentioned 179 

Moody, Granville. 

Mentioned 178, 203, 432, 433, 435 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 439 

Moody, Otis. Mentioned - 370 

Mooney, P. Mentioned 975 

Moore, Absalom B. 

Mentioned 43, 45-49, 57-Gl, 72 

Report of action at Hartsville, Tenn., Dec. 7, 1862 52 

Moore, Charles P. Mentioned.— 680,853 

Moore, David A. B. Mentioned 216, 619, 636, 640 

Moore, D. F. Mentioned 978 

Moore, John. (41st Miss.) Mentioned 841 

Moore, John, (97th Ohio.) Mentioned 500 

Moore, John A. Mentioned 976 

Moore, John B. Mentioned 828 

Moore, John E. Mentioned - 976 

Moore, John F. Mentioned 978 

Moore, Joseph. Mentioned 480 

Moore, McCaslin. Mentioned 331 

Moore, Orlando H. Mentioned 149 

Moore, Robert. Mentioned 828 

Moore, Robert S. Mentioned 170,416 

Moore, Thomas J. Mentioned 248 

Moore, W. E. Mentioned - 779 

Moore, William L. Mentioned- 658, 676, 690, 704, 707, 710, 711, 714, 716 

Morehead, James T. 

Mehtioned 68-70, 975 

Report of action at Hartsville, Tenn., Dec. 7, 1862 71 

Moreno, S. A. Mentioned 839 

Morgan, Charlton H. Mentioned 68 

Morgeui, James D. 

Mentioned - 9,179,445 

Reports of 

Baird’s Mills, Tenn. Reconnaissance to, Nov. 29-Dec. 1, 1862 26, 27 

Stewart’s Ferry, Stone’s River, Tenn. Capture of outpost near, Dec. 

4, 1862 - 30 
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Morgan, James W. Mentioned 53 

Morgan, J. B. Mentioned 659, 7C 

Morgan, J. H. Mentioned 681, 83 

Morgan, JoJin H. 

Correspondence with 

' B rag:g, Braxton 6 

Smith, H. S * 15 

Mentioned — • — — 4,5, 15, 20, 24, 28, 50, 53, 56, 5* 

62^, 68-71, 133-144, 146-150, 233, 371, 654, 657, 661, 663, 672, 673, 985, 96 
Reports of 

Hartsville, Tenn, Action at, Deo. 7, 1862 6 

Kentucky. Morgan^s Second Raid, Dec. 22, 1862-Jau. 2, 1863 153, 15 

Morgan, John T. Mentioned 6,651,661,958,962,96 

Morgan, M. Mentioned 61 

Morgan, William. Mentioned 55 

Morgan, William E. Mentioned — 658,706,743,745,74 

Morgan, William M. Mentioned - 21 

Morgan’s Second Raid. Dec. 22, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863. See KentucJcy, 

Monie, G. W. Mentioned-.---- 92 

Morris, James H. Mentioned 216, 64 

Morris, R. L. Mentioned- - 40 

Morris, W. J. Mentioned - - 69 

Morrison, A. M. Mentioned - - 564,57 

Monison, J. C. P. Mentioned - 851,90 

Morrison, J. J. Mentioned — 9 

Morrison, T. W. Mentioned - 26 

Morton, Charles H. Mentioned 56 

Morton, Harry. Mentioned 54 

Morton, James St. Clair. 

Mentioned 182, 185, 186, 191, 194, 19£ 

197, 198, 201, 214, 215, 224, 229. 241, 247, 249, 408, 409, 456, 481, 485, 492, 57 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 24 

Morton, O. P. Mentioned 30 

Moseley, J, P. Mentioned 6 

Mosier, J. W. Mentioned 97 

Moss, A. J. Mentioned 27 

Moss, B. P. Mentioned P4 

Moss, James W. Mentioned ; 33 

Moss, L. C. Mentioned 33 

Moss, T. E. Mentioned 33 

Mote, James A. Mentioned 97 

Mott, W. H. Mentioned ----- 72 

Mottiey, Erasmus L. 

Mentioned 181,584,565,587,58 

Eeports of battle of Stone’s Eiver, Tenn., Deo. 31, lS62-Jan. 3, 1863 592, 59 

Moyer, Prank. Mentioned 40 

Muldrangh’s Hill. Ky, 

Affair at, Dec. 31, 1862. See 

Dec. 22, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863. Kentucky. Morgan^ s Second Raid. Reports of 
Hoskins, W. A. Morgan, John H. 

Skirmish at, Deo. 28, 1862. See 

Dec. 22, 1862-J an. 2, 1863. Kentucky. Morga^i^e Second Raid. Reports of 
Harlan, John 
Mulheirin, S. H. Mentioned 


94 
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Mullen, Bernard F. 

Mentioned 181,608 

Eeport of battle of Stoners Eiver,Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862->Jan. 31, 1863 609 

Mulligan, James B. 

Mentioned 177,204,307 

Eeport of battle of Stoners Eiver, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1802-Jaii. 3, 18C3 405 

Mullins, R. W. Mentioned 977 

Muufordville, Ky. Skirmish near, Dec. 26, 1862. See Bacon Creclc^ Ky, 

Mungen, Robert. Mentioned 43^ 

Munger, William A. Mentioned 222, 48^ 

Munitions of War. Supplies of, etc. Communications from 

Dils, John, jr 8 

Paul, J. E 224 

Semple, Charles 792 

. Simmons, Samuel - 224 

Taylor, John \V 225, 226 

Murdoch, Lieutenant. Mentioned 296 

Murdock, T. P. Mentioned - 575, 578, 595 

Murfreesborough, Tenn. 

Battle of, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. See Stoners Miter, Tenn. Battle of 
Occupied by Union forces, Jan. 5, 1863. See 

Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stoners Miter Campaign, Meporis of 

James S. Eosecrans, W. S. Thomas, George H. 


Reconnaissance from, Jan. 13-15, 1863. 

Communications from Milo S. Hascall 985 

Eeport of George D. Wagner 984 

Skirmishes at and near. 

Deo. 29-30, 1862. Eeport of Braxton Bragg 661 


See also Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stoners Miver Campaign. Me- 
ports of 


Anderson, Charles. 
Anderson, J. Patton. 
Barret, Overton 'W'. 
Bennett, John E. 
Bradley, Cullen. 

Bradley, Luther P, 
Breckinridge, John C. 
Bush, Asahel E. 

Carlin, William P. 
Chandler, William P. 
Cheatham, B. E. 

Cobb, Robert. 

Collins, Joseph P. 
Crittenden, Thomas L. 
Cruft, Charles. 

Davis, Jeffersou C. 
Dodge, Joseph B. 

Dysart, Alexander P. 
Edgaarton, Warren P. 
Ehrler, Erancis. 
EUsv^orth, Alban A. 
Given, Josiah. 

Gooding, Michael. 
Greusel, ETicholas. 

Grose, William. 

Hamrick, Thomas H. 
Hardee, William J. 

Jan. 4, 1863. Eeport of 


Harker, Charles G. 
Hathaway, Gilbert. 
Hescock, Henry. 
Hewitt, James W. 
Hibbard, Elisha C. 
Hunt, Thomas H. 
Johnson, J. B. 

Kirby, Isaac M. 

Lewis, Joseph H. 
McCown, John P. 
McCreery, William B. 
McDuffie, W. A. 
MoHvain, Alexander. 
Magevney, Michael, jr. 
Maney, George. 

Marsh, Jason. 

Marshall, Alexander. 
Mathes, George M. 
Mendenhall, John. 
Miller, John E. 

Olson, Porter C. 
Osborn, John. 

Paine, Hendrick E. 
Palmer, John M. 
Parsons, Charles C. 
Polk, Leonidas. 

Post, P. Sidney. 

Joseph. Wheeler 


Eaffen, Alexander W. 
Ransom, Albert G. 

Rose, Thomas E. 
Rosecrans, W. S. 

Ross, Isaac H. 
Sedgewick, Thomas D. 
Semple, Henry C. 
Sheridan, Philip H. 
Sherman, Francis T. 
Shoemaker, Michael. 
Standart, William E. 
Stanford, T. J. 

Stanley, Timothy R. 
Stewart, Alexander P. 
Stiles, Henry E. 
Straight, Ahel D. 
Taggart, Wesford. 
Thomas, George H. 
Trabue, Robert P. 
Vanghan, A. J., jr. 
Waters, David D. 

Webb, J. D. 

Withers, J ones M. 
Whitbeck, Horatio K. 
Wood, Thomas J. 
Woodruff, William E. 
Woodward, Pyrrhus. 

957 



1070 


INDEX. 


Murfreesborougiiy ^enn. — Continued. 

SMrmlslies at and near. 

Jan. 4, 1863. See also Dee. 26, 1862^an. 5, 1863. Sion^a River Cam- 
paign. Reports of 

Eosecrans, "W*. S. Wheeler, Joseph. 




Muifreesborough Campaign. Dec. 26, 1862- Jan, 5,1863. See Stone’s River 
Campaign, 

Murfireesborougli Pike, Tenn. Skirmisli on the, Dec. 27, 1862. Keports of 


Bartleson, Frederick A 48 

Crittenden, Thomas L 44 

Estep, George 47 

Hascsdl, Milo S - 46 

McKee, Samuel 48 

Squires, William H - 49 


See also Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stone’s River Campaign, Reports of 


Crittenden, Thomas L. Menden h all, John. Wood, Thomas J . 

Muiphey, Topley. Mentioned 97 

Murphy, John. Mentioned 217,60 

Murphy, John J, Mentioned 14, 69 

Murphy, M. Mentioned 97 

Murphy, Martin. Mentioned 65 

Murphy, Richard. Mentioned 77 

Murphy, W3rman. Mentioned 204, 24 

Murray, Douglas A. 

Mentioned 182,62 

Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stoners River Cam- 
paign 64 

Murray, EU H. 

Mentioned 182, 202, 204, .526, 620, 621, 623, 62 

Report of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stoners River Cam- 
paign 62 

Murray, George R. Mentioned 60 

Murray, Jolm R. 

Mentioned 660,776,848,85. 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Deo. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 86 

Murray, Robert. Mentioned 21 

Muscroft, Charles S. Mentioned 222. 38 

Mutiny. Anderson Cavalry 

Myers, D. E. Mentioned 97 

Myers, L. D. Mentioned 38, 46 

Naylor, William A. Mentioned 47 

Nashville, Tenn. 

Action at, Nov. 6, 1862. 

Communications from James S. Negley 

Reports of 

Bragg, Braxton * 

' Forrest, Nathan B 

Negley, James S 

Smith, R. F 

Attacks on forage train near. 

Dec. 3, 1862. Report of George W. Roberts ..... 2 

Deo. 14, 1862. 

Communications from T. R. Stanley 7' 

Reports of 

Scott, Joseph R 7i 

Stevens, Sylvanus H., jr 8 
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Nashville, enu. — Continued. 

Beconnaissances from. 

Dec. 11-12, 1862. Eeports of 

McCook, Edward M 77 

Stanley, David S - 76 

Wharton, John A 77.78 

Jan. 13-19, 1863 3 

Skirmishes near. 

Nov. 13, 1862 1 

Dec. 11, 1862 2 

Dec. 23, 1862. Eeports of 

McCook, Alexander McD * 158 

Wharton, John A 159 

Dec. 24, 1862 2 

Violation of flag of truce near, Dec. 15-16, 1862. See Flag of Truce, 

Neal, E. H. Mentioned 479 

Neal, Moses M. Mentioned 217,314,315 

Neff, Elias. Mentioned 180,461,494,497-499 

Neff, Francis L. Mentioned 534 

Neff, J. I. Mentioned 284,285 

Negley, James S. 

Correspondence with 

Eosecrans, W. S 3 

Stanley, T. E 79 

Mentioned 7, 10, 80, 131, 178, 184, 185, 189-191, 

193-195, 198, 200, 202, 204, 210, 218, 221, 225, 227, 234, 239, 244, 248-250, 252, 
254, 255, 311, 348, 349, 355, 369, 370, 372-378, 383, 386, 405, 411, 412, 414, 415, 
418, 420-422, 424, 429-433, 435, 440, 449, 451, 456, 459, 471, 472, 516, 517, 520, 
525, 527, 528, 533-^35, 537-539, 543, 548, 556, 560, 579. 580, 627, 688, 778, 810 
Eeports of 

Nashville, Tenn. Action at, Nov. 5, 1862 3 

Stoners Eiver Campaign. Operations, Dec. 30, 1862- Jan. 5, 1863, dur- 
ing - - : 406 

Neibling, James M. 

Mentioned 178, 203, 432, 433, 435, 439 

Beport of battle of Stone’s Eiver, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 438 

Neilson, E. R. Mentioned 659, 764 

Nell, G-eorge W. Mentioned - 147,242 

Nelson, A. B. Mentioned 973 

Nelson, B. T. Mentioned . — 973 

Nelson, G. E. Mentioned ...... 976 

Nelson, Logan H. Mentioned........*. — 807 

Nelson, William. Mentioned — 518 

Netley, Henry S. Mentioned 582 

Newberry, Henry L. Mentioned — 199 

Newell, Jason W. Mentioned 656 

Newell, Nathaniel M. 

Mentioned...... ...... ...... .... .... ........ ...... 182,526,621,623,651,654 

Eeport of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 9, 1863, during Stone’s Eiver Cam- 

paign — 622 

New Haven, Ky. Skirmish at, Dec. 30, 1862. Eeport of William H. Benne- 

son 151 

New Market, Ky- Affair near, Dec. 31, 1862, See MuldrauglCs Mil, Kg, . 

Nicar, Edwin. Mentioned 496 
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Nicholas, Thomas P. Mentioned 177,379 

Nicholas, William. Mentioned 615 

Nichols, C. A. Mentioned 915 

Nichols, Joseph. Mentioned 828,975 

Nicklin, Benjamin S. Mentioned 182 

Nieman, Anton. Mentioned 276 

Nix, Christian. Mentioned 217, 365 

Noble, Edward. Mentioned 609 

Noble, George M. Mentioned 535 

Nodine, Richard H. Mentioned 21, 175, 255, 258, 291 

Nolan, Thomas. Mentioned 975 

Nolensville, Tenn. * 


Reconnaissance to, Jan. 13-15, .1863. See Murfree8l)orovglij Tenn, Hecoii- 


naiasance from, Jan. 13-15, 1863. 

Skirmishes at and near. 

Dec. 1, 1862. Report of John A. Wharton 28 

Dec. 26, 1862. 

Casualties. See Stoners River Campaign. 

Reports. See Dec. 26, 1862~Jan. 5, 1863. Stoners Rivei* Campaign. 

Bennett, John E. McCook, A. McD. Stiles, Henry E, 

Davis, Jefferson C. Marsh, Jason. Swift, Ehenezer. 

Ehrler, Erancis. Paine, Hendrick E. Taggart, Wesford. 

Gooding, Michael. Post, P. Sidney. Thomas, George H. 

Hnmphrey, Charles B. Eosecrans, W. S. 


Dec. 30, 1862. See Deo. 26, 18G2-Jan. 5, 1863. Stone's Riveft' Campaign. 


Reports of 

Davis, Jefferson C. Eoseorans, ‘W’, S. Wheeler, Joseph. 

Kirby, Isaac M. Webb, J. D, Wiggins, J. H. 

Mauldin, T. H. 

Nolin, Ky. Capture of stockade at, Dec. 26, 1862. See report of John JS. Mor- 
gan, p. 154. 

Norah, R A. Mentioned 297 

Norris, J. T. Mentioned 678 

North Carolina. Military departments embracing 1 

North Carolina Troops.* Mentioned. 

Infantry— ^ey//ne/3fe ; 29th, 660,681,937-940, 943,976 ; 39th, 659, 677,717, 

766, 976 ; 60th, 659, 679, 784, 811 , 812, 814, 816, 819, 820 ; 62d, 90. 

Northcott, Benjamin F. Mentioned 222 

Northern Alabama. Operations in. See Tuscunibia, Ala. Reconnaissance to- 
ward, Dec. 9-14, 1862. 

Northern Virginia, Army of. Henry Heth assigned to duty in ►. 3 

Norton, Charles A. Mentioned 308, 315, 316 

Norton, D. W. Mentioned 518 

Norwood, J. W. Mentioned 962 

Nuckols, Joseph P. Mentioned 828 

Numney, S. J. Mentioned : 973 

Nunn,. B. F. Mentioned 851, 900, 906, 907 

Nute, Charles. Mentioned 163 

Oakley, Sergeant. Mentioned 688,738 

O’Bannon, L. W. Mentioned 671 

O’Brien, Joseph B. Mentioned 976 

O’Brien, W. J. Mentioned 973 

Occleston, W. B.- Mentioned 394,398-400 

O’Connell, Patrick. Mentioned 344 


Organizations, pp. 230-233, not included. See note, p. 233. 
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O’Conner, John. Mentioned.**-*^ 606 

O’Duhigg, A. Mentioned 802 

Ogden, Morgan L. Mentioned 398,404 

Ogilby, Frederick B. Mentioned 399 

O’Hara, T. Mentioned * 784-787,796 

For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see John 0. Breckinridge. 

Ohio Legislature. Congratulatory resolutions. Battle of Stoners Eiver, 

Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862- Jan. 3, 1863 187 


Ohio Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light— Fcf#fer/es : 6 th, 180, 205, 212, 228, 240, 242, 448, 454-457, 
- 462,464, 471,473, 474,478, 479,501^05,508,512, 514,515, 581. Regiments: 
1st (J5a«imes),.A, 176, 193, 208, 227, 235, 236, 242, 260, 261, 295, 297,305, 
309, 312, 314, 338, 627, 628 ; B, 181, 213, 240, 242, 408, 415, 454-456, 516, 517, 
519-521,526-530,536-538; C, 24,47,48,137-139,179; D, 182,214, 622-624, 
651, 654 ; B, 13, 176, 193, 208, 227, 235, 242, 295, 296, 299-305, 319, 320, 323-325, 
328, 329, 332, 335 ; F, 181, 213, 240, 242, 455, 456, 519, 521-523, 5.54, 556, 560 ; 
G-, 178,211, 228, 239,242, 406-416, 431, 432,436,437; M, 178,211, 228,239, 
240, 242, 406-410, 415, 423, 426, 430, 432. 


Cavalry— ^e 5 r// 77 ey 7 ts: 1st, 182,214, 375, 619, 632, 635-640,643,644; 2d, 94; 
3d, 182, 214, 228, 445, 619, 621, 632-638, 641-644, 985, 986 ; 4th; 182, 214, 445, 
619, 621, 633, 635-639, 643-646 ; 7th, 88-90, 92-94. 


Infantry— Co/wpa/j/es: 4th Sharpshooters,* 150. Regiments: 1st, 34,35, 

176.208.259.261.295.337- 330,341-346; 2d, 20, 177,205,210, 378, 380, 383- 
387, 390, 397 ; 3d, 177, 210, 227, 379 ; 6th, 181, 213, 380, 394, 400, 468, 469, 518, 
559,560,562-504,567-573 ; 9th, 178; 10th, 174, 198, 229, 442, 649, 651, 654- 
656; 13 th, 181,213,597-599,603,604; 14th, 139,178; 15 th, 175,208,227, 
259, 261, 294, 304-307, 309, 310, 315-317 ; 17th, 178, 211, 441, 443, 444 ; 18th, 
178, 211, 228, 380, 408, 409, 421-425, 427-430, 434, 518; 19th, 181, 213, 576, 577, 
584, 585, 587-591, 593-596, 599 ; 21st; 178, 211, 228, 245, 408, 409, 411, 414, 432- 
436, 438, 439, 588 ; 24th, 181, 213, 468, 469, 518, 545, 559-565, 569-573 ; 26th, 
180, 212, 228, 464-466, 468-470, 476, 482, 483, 485, 488, 490-492, 494 ; 31st, 178, 
211, 441, 444 ; 33d, 20. 177, 210, 248, 378, 383-385, 390 ; 35th, 178 ; 38th, 178, 
211,441,444; 41st, 180,212,518,542,544-546, 548, 549, 551, 552, 555-559; 
44th, 161; 49th, 175,208,227,259, 261, 294, 304-306, 308-310, 315 ; 51st, 
181, 213, 577, 599, 607-G16; 52d, 179, 445; 59th, 181,213, 569, 597, 598, 
603-607; 64th, 180,212,492,501-506,511-513; 65th, 180, 212, 501-506, 510, 
511,513-515,597; 69th, 4,79,178,211,408,409,421-423, 430, 431, 434, 435; 
74th, 178, 211, 228, 408, 409, 432, 434, 436, 437, 439,440 ; 79th, 182; 90th, 
180,212, 228, 519, 526-531, 533, 535,538,540-542 ; 93d, 34-36, 176, 209, 227, 

259.261.295.330.337- 339,343-346 ; 94th, 177,210,383-386,388-390 ; 97th, 
35,37,38,180,212,469,493,495,499, 500; 99th, 181,213, 599, 607-611, 613, 
614, 616 ; 101st, 175, 190, 208, 226, 252, 259, 260, 262, 280-286, 775, 845, 898, 
902; 105th, 179,228; 106th, 42,45,46,52-55,57-61,72; 108th, 42, 45, 46, 


52-55, 57-62. 

Oladowski, H. Mentioned 

Oldham, John. Mentioned 

Oliver, John C. Mentioned 

Olson, Porter C. 

Mentioned 

Report of operations, Deo. 30, 1862-Jan. 4, 1863, 

' paign 

Olson, Soren L . Men tioned 

O’Heal, G. W. Mentioned 


671 

69-71 

973 


176,351,357,367 

during Stone’s River Cam- 

358 

215,359 

• 878 


* Afterward Co. R, 79t]i Ohio Infantry. 
68 B E— TOL XX, FT I 
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Pagi 

Organization, strengtli, etc. 

Confederate Troops 658-661, 674, 675, 693, 709, 780, 799, 807, 814, 829, 84 

Union Troops 174-182, 200, 2C 

Orr, P. M. Mentioned 680, b79, 8£ 

Orr, James Zi. Mentioned.--.-..----..----. * 

Orr, James P. Mentioned 57 

Orxill, Ii. C. Mentioned 27 

Osborn, John. 

Mentioned 180, 202, 526, 529, 530, 55 

Eeport of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, during Stoners Eiver Cam- 
paign - - 5C 

Osborn, John C. Mentioned - 15 

Osborne, Thomas H. Mentioned 851, 8£ 

Osbum, Norval. 

Mentioned - - - 181,240,455,456,54 

Eeport of operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, during Stoners Eiver Cam- 
paign - - 5S 

Otey, H. S. Mentioned - 8c 

Otey, W. IT, M. Mentioned 6^ 

Otis, E- A. Mentioned 575,57 

Otis, Elmer. 

Mentioned 182, 188, 199, 203, 220, 620, 621, 626, 984, 9c 

Eeport of operations, Dec. 30, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stoners Eiver Cam- 
paign 64 

Overall's Creek, Tenn. Skirmish at, Dec. 31, 1862. See 

Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stoners River Campaign, Reports of 
Buford, Ataham. Otis, Elmer. TTebb, J. D. 

Cupp, Valentine. Paramore, James *W. 'Wharton, John A. 

Hardee, William J. Parkhnrst, John Gr. Wheeler, Joseph. 
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Andrews, Julius A 

Armstrong, James B 

Austin, J. E 

Barnett, James 

Bartleson, Frederick A 

Bassford, Stephen A - 

Baucum, George F 

Beatty, John 

Beatty, Samuel 

Blake, William H 

Bounds, J. M 

Bowen, W. L.L 

Bragg, Braxton 

Bridges, Lyman 

Broad dus, Green B 

Buckner, Allen 

Buell, George P 

Bunn, H. G 

Caldwell, James N 

Cameron, J. F 

Camp, J. L 

Carter, John C - - 

Casey, Thomas S -* 

Chapin, Alfred 

Cheatham, B. F 

Chester, John 

Chilton, John 

Claybrooke, 

Cleburne, Patrick 

Clements, Robert 

Cockerill, Armistead T. M 

Collier, Daniel 

Cotter, William A 

Cox, Jerome 

Cox, Jesse J 

Cram, George 

Cribbs, Harvey 

Crofton, Robert E. A 

Cruft, Charles 

Cummins, JohnE - 

Daniel, Charles P - 

Darden, Putnam 
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672 

201-205 

673 

230-233 

792 

601 

924 

714 

570 

934 

531 

801 

235 

483,485 

388 

870 

390 

... 575,578,583 

551 

93 

815 

662,663,917,921 

245 

612 

320 

480,481 

951 

403 

905 

m 

71S 

550 

389 

708 

719 

549 

821 

843 

249 

671 

488,490 

953 

477 

840,841 

590 

842 

401 

531 

616 

840 

896 
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Stone’s River, Term.— Continued. 

Battle of, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. 

Reports of 

Davis, Samuel 

Dick, George F 

Donelson, Daniel S 

Douglas, James P 

Douglass, William F 

Ector, M. D 

Elliott, George F 

Embree, James T 

Estep, George 

Evans, James C 

Feild, H. R 

Floyd, Watt W 

Fulmer, Jesse 

Fulton, Jobn S 

Fyffe, James P 

Gibson, Randall L 

Govan, Daniel C 

Grider, Benjamin C 

Griffin, Daniel F 

Guenther, Francis L 

Hardee, William J 

Harper, Robert W 

Harris, John L 

Harvey, Reuben F 

Hascall, Milo S 

Hav-kins, A. T 

Hood, Calvin 

Houghtaling, Charles 

Howard, William 

Hughs, John M 

Humphreys, John T * 

Jackson, John K 

Jarnagin, C. G 

Jarvis, Dwight, jr 

Johnson, Biishrod R 

Keeble, R. H 

Kelly, John H 

Kersey, Silas H 

Key, Thomas J 

Knefler, Frederick 

Laiboldt, Bernard 

Lake, James B..,. 

Lane, John Q 

Lanier, R. F 

Lesley, John T 

Liddell, St. John R 

Livingston, Cortland 

Locke, M. F 

McClain, Richard W 

McCook, Anson G 

McDermont, Clarke 

McDowell, Joseph A 


Pago. 


890 

602 

710 

936 

867 

926 

4,30 

4S6 

475 

613 

736 

882,885 

399 

892 

596 

795-797 

860,862 

585,586 

385 

381 

780,781,917,921 

946,948 

739 

863 

467, 471,473,474 

907- 

247 

354 

604 

890 

956 

838 

891 

603 

874 

838 

869 

564 

855 

589 

365 

882 

499 

746 

818 

856 

582 

930 

614 

387 

258 

819 
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Stone’s River, Tenn.— Continued. 

^ Battle of, Dec. 31, 1862- Jan. 3, 1863. 

Reports of 

McMurry, James A 737 

McNair, E 918,944 

McNeill, A 841 

Manderson, Charles F 593,595 

Marshall, L. G 72i 

Maury, Henry 800 

Mebane, JohnW 823 

Merrill, Jesse 234 

Miller, John F 438 

Miller, William 814 

Moody, Granville 439 

Morton, James St. Clair 243 

Mottley, Erasmus L 592, 593 

Mullen, Bernard F 609 

Mulligan, James B 405 

Murray, John E 865 

Neibling, James M 438 

Palmer, Joseph B * 804,805 

Pillow, Gideon J 807,809 

Polk, Leonidas - 920 

Polk, Lucius E 852 

Polk, W. M 752 

Preston, William - 811 

Price, Samuel W 607 

Race, Seymour 474 

Robertson, Felix H 758,759,761 

Rosecrans, W. S 184-188 

Rosa, J. A 954 

Rousseau, L. H 377 

Savage, John H 717 

Scott, W.L 751 

Scribner, Benjamin F 383 

Shannon, H ■ 871,873 

Shannon, S. E 730 

Shepherd, Oliver L 393, 398, 399 

Simmons, Samuel 224 

Smith, Joseph T 942 

Smith, T.B 820 

Squires, William H 491 

Stansel, M. L 829 

Stanton, S. S , 720 

Starkweather, John C 393 

Stevens, Alanson J 580 

Stokes, James 251 

Stoughton, William L 426 

Stovall, M. A... - 941 

Strahl. Oscar F 727 

Swallow, George R ^79 

Tansil, 731 

Thedford, William 943 

Thomas, George ^76, 377 

Townsend, Frederick 403,405 
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Stone’s River, Tenn.— Continued. 

Battle of, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863. 

Reports of 

Turner, 'William B 

'Vance, Robert B 

Van Clove, Horatio P — 

Vaught, W. C. D : 

Wagner, George D 

Walker, Francis M - 

Wallace, William 

Ward, William D 

Waters, Louis H - 

Whitaker, Walter C 

Wiles, William M. 

Wiley, Aquila 

Williamson, James A 

Wood, Gustavus A 

Wood, S. A. M 

Young, William H 

Zacharie, F. C 

See also Dec, 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Stoners Biver Campaign, 
ports of 


Page, 


741 

937,939 

574 

803 

492 

728 

315 

437 

565 

555 

230 

557 

950 

495 

897 

749 

800 


Adams, Samuel. 
Anderson, Charles. 
Anderson, Patton. 
Baldwin, Philemon P. 
Barret, Overton W. 
Bennett, John B. 
Berry. William W. 
Bradley, Cullen. 
Bradley, Luther P. 
Breckinridge, John C. 
Bush, Asahel K. 

Carlin, William P. 
Chandler, William P, 
Charlton, R. 

Cobh, Robert. 

Collins, Joseph P. 
Crittenden, Thomas L. 
Craft, Charles. 

Barden, Pntnam. 

Davis, Jefferson C. 
Dodge, Joseph B. 
Dysart, Alexander P. 
Edgarton, Warren P. 
Ehrler, Francis. 
Ellsworth, Alban A. 
Erdelmeyer, Frank. 
Gibson, William H. 
Given, Josiah. 

Gooding, hlichael. 
Greusel, Nicholas. 
Grose, William. 
Hamrick, Thomas H. 
Hardee, William J. 
Harker, Charles G, 

Sketches and diagrams 


Hathaway, Gilbert. 
Hazen, William B. 
Hescock, Henry. 

Hewitt, James W. 
Hibbard, Elisha C. 
Hotchkiss, Charles T. 
Hnnt, Thomas H. 

Hurd, Orrin D. 

Johnson, J. B. 

Johnson, Richard W. 
Jones, Fielder A. 
Hennett, John. 

Eirhy, Isaac M. 

Lewis, Joseph H. 
McCook, Alexander McD. 
McCown, John P. 
McCreary, William B. 
McDuffie, W. A. 
Mcllvain, Alexander. 
Magevney, Michael, jr. 
Maney, George. 

Marsh, Jason. 

Marshall, Alexander. 
Mathes, George M. 
Mauldin, T. H. 
Mendenhall, John. 

Miller, John F. 

Olson, Porter C. 

Osborn, John. 

Osbnm, Korval. 

Pame, Hendrick E. 
Palmer, John M. 

Parsons, Charles C. 

Polk, Leonidas. 


Post, P. Sidney. 

Raffen, Alexander W. 
Ransom, Albert G. 
Rose, Thomas E* 
Rosecrans, W. S. 

Ross, Isaac N. 
Sedgewick, Thomas D, 
Semple, Henry C. 
Sheridan, Philip H. 
Sherman, Francis T. 
Shoemaker, Michael. 
Simonson, Peter. 
Spears, James G. 
Stafford, Joab A. 
Standart, William E. 
Stanford, T. J. 

Stanley, Timothy R. 
Stewart, Alexander P. 
Streight, Abel D. 

Swift, Ebenezer. 
Taggart, Wesford. 
Thomas, George H, 
Trabue, Robert P, 
Tripp, Hagerman. 
Vaughan, A. J., jr. 
Walker, Moses B. 
Waters, David D. 
Wharton, John A. 
WTiiibeck, Horatio H. 
Withers, Jones M. 
Wood, Thomas J. 
Wood, William B. 
Woodruff, William E. 
Woodward, Pyrrhns. 


313, 564, 916, 922 

Capture of courier station on, Nov. 12, 1862. Report of Thomas L. Critten- 
den 9 
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Stone’s River Campaign. Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. 

Casualties. Returns of. Union troops 207-217 

Communications from 

Bragg, Braxton 

McCook, Daniel 

Peterson, J. C 2 q- 

Rosecrans, W. S 205 207 

Spears, James G. ’4]!^ 

Confederate troops. Organization, strength, etc 658- 

661, 674, 675, 693, 709, 780, 840 

Congratulatory orders. 

Bragg, Braxton g75 

Johnston, Joseph E (j57 

Rosecrans. W. S 

Public animals and means of transportation captured by Confederates, 

killed, etc., during. Statement of 226-220 

Reports of 

Adams, Samuel 903, 

Anderson, Charles 345 

Anderson, Patton 762 

Baldwin, Philemon P 335 

Barret, Overton W 76?^ 

Bennett, John E 277 

Berry, William W 340 

Bradley, Cullen 478 

Bradley, Luther P 369 

Breckinridge,. John C 781 

Buford, Abraham 970 

Burke, Joseph W 654 

Bush, Asahel K 354 

Carlin, William P - 279 

Chandler, William P ; 293 

Charlton, R 906 

Cheatham, B. F 704 

Cobb, Robert 836 

Collins, Joseph P 327 

Crittenden, Thomas L 448 

Cruft, Charles 52fi 

Cupp, Valentine .1 639 

Darden, Putnam 894 

Davis, Jefferson C 261 

Dodge, Joseph B 318 

Dysart, Alexander P 324 

Edgarton, Warren P 29£ 

Ehrler, Francis 367 

Eldridge, Lansingh B 63C 

Ellsworth, Alban A 411 

Enyart, David A 53; 

Erdelmeyer, Frank..... 31 j 

Gibson, William H 30; 

Given, Josiah 42' 

Gooding, Michael 27 

Greusel, Nicholas 351 

Grose, William 55! 

Hall, William S 64 
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Stone’s River Campaign. Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863 Continued. 

Reports of ^ 

Hamrick, Thomas 

Hardee, William J *^71 

Harker, Charles 

Hathaway, Gilbert 

Hazen, WiUiam ^42 

Hescock, Henry 

Hewitt, James 

Hibbard, Elisha 363 

Hotchkiss, Charles 309 

Humphrey, Charles 266 

Hunt, Thomas 835 

Hurd, Orrin 332 

Johnson, J. *^47 

Johnson, Richard W 294 

Johnston, Joseph E 857 

Jones, Fielder A - — - 313 

Kennett, John 820 

Kirby, Isaac M 283 

Klein, Robert 846 

Laughliu, James 839 

Learning, Henry 497 

Lewis, Joseph H B31 

McCook, Alexander McD - 251-253 

McCown, John? 911,917 

McCreery, William B 362 

McDufQe, W. A * — -- - 943 

McUvain, Alexander 512 

Mage vney, Michael, jr 748 

Mauey, George 733 

Marsh, Jason - - 274 

Marshall, Alexander - 413 

Mathes, George M 925 

Mauldin, T, H 961 

Mendenhall, John 453 

Miller, J ohn F - 431 

Minty, Robert H. G-.y 623 

Murray, Douglas A 641 

Murray, EliH 627 

Negley, James S 406 

Newell, N. M 622 

Olson, Porter C 358 

Osborn, John * 532 

Osbum, Norval 521 

Otis, Elmer 64B 

Paine, Hendrick E 272 

Palmer, John M 515 

Paramore, J ames W 643 

Parkhurst, John G 652 

Parsons, Charles C 523 

Polk, Leonidas 685 

Post, P. Sidney 269 

Pugh, John L » 544 
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Reports of 

Raffen, Alexander W 425 

Ransom, Albert G 

Rose, Thomas E * 333 

Rosecrans, W. S ' 183-188 

Ross, Isaac N * ’ g4Q 

Sedgewick, Thomas D 535 

Semple, Henry C 908,909 

Sheridan, Philip H 347 

Sherman, Francis T 30 q 

Sherman, Mason G 549 

Shoemaker, Michael 54^ 

Simonson, Peter 297 

Spears, James G 410 

Stafford, Joab A 342 

Standart, William E 52o 

Stanford, T. J 73I 

Stanley, David S J 617,619 

Stanley, Timothy R 420 

Stewart, Alexander P 723 

Stiles, Henry E 267 

Streight, Abel D 506 

Swift, Ebenezer 217 

Taggart, Wesford 291 

Taylor, John W 225 

Teetor, Henry B 645 

Thomas, George H 371 

Trabue, Robert P 825 

Tripp, Hagerman 338 

Vaughan, A. J.,jr 743 

Walker, Moses B 441 

Waters, David D 769 

Webb, J. D 962 

Wharton, John A 966 

Wheeler, Joseph 958,960 

Whitbeck, Horatio N" 513 

Wiggins, J. H 965 

Withers, Jones M 753 

Wood, Thomas J 457,463 

Wood, William B 900 

Woodruff, William E 286 

Woodward, Pyrrhus 566 

Wynkoop, John E 631 

Zahm, Lewis - 635 

Roll of honor, (Confederate) 972-979 

Union troops. Organization, strength, etc 174-182, 200, 201 

See also 

Dec. 26, 1862. M'anJcUn. SJeirmiah at 

26-27, 1862. La Vergne, Skmnishes at 
27, 1862. Jefferson pike. Skirmish on the. 

Triune. Skirmish at. 

Franklin. Skirmish at. 

Murfreeshoroughpike. Skirmish on the. 

29-30, 1862, Murfreeshorough, Skirmishes at and near. 
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Stone’s River Campaign. Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863 — Continued. 

See also 

Dec. 30, 1862. Jeffei*son» Skirmish at 

31, 1B62-Jan. 3, 1863. Stoners Eiver. Battle of, 

Jan. 1, 1863. La Vergne. Skirmish at 

3, 1863. Coa^s Sill. Skirmish at 

4, 1863. Manchestei' pike. Skirmish on the. 

Murfreeshorough. SUi'mish at 

Stookey, James M. Mentioned 273 

Story, William S. Mentioned 602 

Stotts, M. B. Mentioned 834 

Stough, W. C. Mentioned 47^ 

Stongliton, D. M. Mentioned 436,430- 

Stougliton, William L. 

Mentioned 178, 380, 422, 424. 425, 434, 435, 858 

Report of liattle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 426 

Stout, Ira EL Mentioned 148 

Stovall, J, A. Mentioned * 975, 

Stovall, M. A. 

Mentioned 660,939 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 941 

Stovall, W. EL Mentioned 749. 

Strahl, Oscar P. 

Mentioned 658, 704, 723, 726 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 727 

Strapp, W. H. Mentioned 979. 

Stratton, Henry G. Mentioned 595 

Strawbridge, Jamea Mentioned 671 

Strawn, Bdilton. Mentioned 45 

Strayer, Samuel Mentioned 285 

Streight, Abel D. 

Mentioned 180,501,503,981,985. 

Report of operations, Deo. 29, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 

paign ... . .... ..«• ..•••• ...... ...... ...... .... .... ...... .. . 506 

Stribley, Edwin B, Mentioned 215 321 

Stringer, M. B. Mentioned "97^ 

Stuart, J. E. B. Mentioned 131 

Stubledeld, J. C. Mentioned 973 

Starges,E. P. Mentioned 521,530- 

Subsistence Stores. Supplies of, etc. See Muniiions of War. 

Suddeth, L. Mentioned 329 

Sullivan, J. M. Mentioned J 973 

Sullivan, MiobaeL Mentioned 975 

SulUns, D. Mentioned 

Suman, Isaac C, B. Mentioned 546 553 554 

Sumner, W. D. Mentioned ’ ’ 973 

Sutermeister, Arnold. Mentioned I79 

Sutherland, Robert. Mentioned 394 397 

Sutherland, William A. Mentioned ’ 595, 

Swaim, D. G. Mentioned ' 317 

Swain, B. S. Mentioned ' 

Swaine, Peter T. Mentioned 434 999 343 

Swallow, Greorge R. 

Mentioned 181, 214, 240, 242, 455, 456, 539, 574, 575, 578, 597 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 579 
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Swan, J. Mentioned 

Swanwick, Francis. Mentioned 170 351 

Sweeny, Prank. Mentioned ’422 

Sweet, Joseph. B. Mentioned 216 505 512 

Swift, Charles. Mentioned 445 

Swift, Ebenezer. 

Mentioned igg 

Report of operations, Dee. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 217 

Swope, G. H. Mentioned g 52 

Sycamore Creek, Term. Expedition to, Nov. 30, 1862. See Edgefield, lean, 
Exjgedition from, Nov. 26-Dcc. 1 , 1862. 

Sykes, B. T. Mentioned 7^7 

Sykes, W. L. Mentioned 659,839 

Taber, John R. Mentioned ; I 03 

Tafel, Gustavns. 

Mentioned 46 

Report of action at Hartsville, Tenn., Dec. 7, 1862 57 

Taft, Calvin R. Mentioned 297 

Taggart, Henry A. Mentioned 284, 285 

Taggart, Wesford. 

Mentioned 175,290 

Report of operations, Deo. 26, 1862-J an. 5, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 291 

Taggart, W. H. Mentioned 278 

Talbird, H. Mentioned 659, 825 

Talbot, A. J. Mentioned 973 * 

Taliaferro, R. C. M. Mentioned 216, 238, 349, 351, 353, 367 

Tally, J. M. J. Mentioned 973 

Tammnre, Roger. Mentioned 796,975 

Tanner, Thomas B. Mentioned 265,271,278,857 

Tansil, E. E. * 

Mentioned 65^704,723,725,726 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 731 

Tapier, Matthias. Mentioned 499 

Tarrant, E, Mentioned 826,837,842 

Tate, J. B. Mentioned 719 

Taylor, Mr. Mentioned.., 137 

Taylor, Isaac. Mentioned 163 

Taylor, John W. 

Mentioned 199,229 

Report of operations, Deo, 26, 1862-Jan. 16, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 225 

Taylor, M. C. Mentioned 381 

Taylor, PhiHp E. Mentioned 217,429 

Teat, Harvey. Mentioned 841 

Tedford, F. I. Mentioned 435 

Teed, John L. Mentioned - 260,266 

Teetor, Henry B. 

Mentioned ^44 

Report of operations, Deo. 31, 1862, during Stone’s River Campaign 645 

Temple, Henry P. Mentioned 

Temple, J. B. Mentioned - 800 

Temple, M. D, Mentioned - ^ 422 

Templeton, Robert J. Mentioned - ^18, 495, 496 
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Tennessee. 

Military departments eml3racing x 

Operations in, No v. 1 , 186’2-Jan. 20, 188.3. See 
East Tennessee. 

Middle Tennessee. 

West Tennessee. 

Tennessee, Army of. (Confederate.) 

Address to soldiers of. Bragg 675- 

Constituted : 1 

Corps organization, announced 1 

Ordnance and ordnance stores. Breckinridge’s division, Jan. 11, 1863. Re- 
port of Charles Semple 792' 

Organization, strength, etc. ‘ 

Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863 658-661 

Deo. 28, 1862-Jan. 4, 1863 693 

Dec. 30, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 709* 

Dec. 31, 1862 674, 675, 693, 709, 780, 840 

Jan. 8, 1863 799,829 

Jan. 12, 1863 814 

Jan. 19, 1863 807 

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. * (Confederate. ) 

Artillery, li\ght--Batfer/e$ : Baxter’s, 661; Carnes’, 658, 676, 704,709-711, 

713, 720-723, 741, 742, 752, 756, 978; Freeman’s, 6, 7 ; Palmer’s, 1-55, 156 ; 
Scott’s, 658, 677, 705, 709, 722, 742, 743, 745, 750-753, 756, 765 ; White’s, 

148, 661, 898, 897, 966, 968; Wright’s, 659, 679, 760, 772, 782, 785-787, 811- 
814, 823, 824, 909. 

Cavalry— Co/n/?a/7/es ; Hamilton’s, 15.* Battalions: Davis', 78, 661, 966; 
Douglass’, 6, 16, 654, 661, 958 ; Holman’s, 30, 31, 661, 958 ; 12th, 94, 661,. 

681, 780, 914, 967 ; 16th, 91. Beg/menfs: Ashby’s, 661, 967, 970; Ben- 
nett’s, 15, 25, 46, 52, 53, 65, 66, 148 ; Carter’s, 661, 726, 958 ; DibreU’s, 6 ; 
Forrest’s, 6; Murray’s, 164, 661, 966, 969; Baxter Smith’s, 164, 633,. 

661, 968, 969 ; Starnes’, 6. 

Infantry— Compa/7/es: AUin’s Sharpshooters, 658, 677,705,709,743; Ma- 
ney’s Sharpshooters, 658, 676, 705, 709, 7.37. Regiments: 1st, 658, 676, 704, 

709. 733- 737 ; 2d F. A. , 660, 680, 852, 977; 4th, 658, 676, 704, 709, 723, 725, 727,. 

728, 977 ; 4th P. A., 658, 676, 705, 709, 733, 734, 737-739 ; 5th, 658, 676, 704^ 

709, 723, 725^ 727, 728, 977; 5tht [35th], 660, 680, 851, 852; 6th, 658, 676, 705, 

709. 733. 734. 739- 741 ; 8th, 658, 676, 690, 704, 707, 709-716, 977 ; 9th, 658, 676, 

705.709.733.734.739- 741; 11th, 660, 681, 914, 940-943 ; 12th, 658, 676, 709, 

743; 13th, 658, 676, 705,709, 743,745-747; 16th, 658, 676, 690, 704,707, 

709-712, 717-722; 17th, 660, 680, 775, 845, 846, 852, 853, 8G2-865, 875-879. 
881-888,890-892,977; 18th. 52, 659, 678,804-807; 19th, 658, 676, 704, 709^ 

715, 716, 723, 725, 726, 728-730, 977 ; 20th, 659, 679, 721, 772, 777, 782, 784, 811, 

812, 814, 819-822 ; 23d, 660, 680, 852, 875-8"l7, 879, 881, 885, 886, 888, 889, 978r 
24th, 658, 676, 704, 709, 723, 730, 731, 978 ; 25th, 660, 680, 852, 875-877, 879, 

881, 390, 891, 978 ; 26th, 204, 374, 408, 435, 659, 678, 804, 807, 978 ; 27th, 658 

709.733- 735 ; 28th, 659, 678, 804, 807, 809, 978 ; 29th, 658, 676, 705, 709^ 
743,747-749; 31st, 658,676,704,709,723,725,731; 32d, 659, 792, 804,807; 

33d, 658,676,704,707,709, 723, 725, 731, 978 ; 37th, 660, 680, 875-878,881, 
891-893,978 ; 38th, 658,676,704,707,709-711, 716,718, 719 ; 44th, 660,680 

- 852, 875-879, 881, 891-894, 978 ; 45th, 659, 678, 679, 804. 807, 978 ; 47th, 658^ 

677, 705, 709, 743 ; 51st, 658, 676, 704, 707, 709-712, 715, 717-720 ; 84th, 658^ 

704, 7 10, 711, 713, 720, 721 ; 154th, 658, 677, 705, 709, 743, 745, 748, 749. . * 

* Organizations, pp. 230-233, not included. See note, p. 238. 
f Designation clianged June 6, 1863. 
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Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Ca^valrj— Regiments : 2d, 182, 214, 253, 420, 445, 617, 619, 620, 625, 630, 634, 

636, 637, 643, 645, 647, 648 ; 3d, 179, 416, 638; 5th,* 4, 7, 12, 182, 214, 253, 329, 
617-620, 624, 625. 

Infantry— ^e^r/'/ne/jts : 1st, 178,210,409,416-418,625; 2d, 178,210,416-418; 

3d, 5th, 178; 6th, 178, 211, 418-420, 445 ; 7th, 142,145; 10th, 1 179. 

Terrett, B. A. Mentioned 851,870 

Terry, Carlisle. Mentioned 75g 

Terry, D. S., jr. Mentioned 9^7 

Terry, P. B. Mentioned 878,884,887,977 

Terry, H. Mentioned 4:3^9 

Terry, Henry. Mentioned 181, 216, 561, 563, 571, 572 

Terry, James. Mentioned 979 

Texas Troops. Mentioned.t 

Artillery, Light— ^affer/es; Douglas^ 660, 681, 912, 925, 929, 936,937,979. 

Cavalry— 8th, 23, 29, 78, 159, 291, 645, 661, 774, 966, 967, 969; 10th, 
660,67.3,680,929-9.32,935,979; 11th, 243, 247, 660, 680, 914, 927, 929,932, 

933, 935 ; 14th, 243, 247, 660, 681, 928, 933-935, 979 ; 15th, 660, 681^ 914, 928, 
934-936,979; 32d,936,979. 

InfmtTY— Regiments : 9th, 658,677, 705, 706,709,743,744, 749, 750,898,078. 
Thedford, William. 

Mentioned 660,940 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Deo. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 943 

Thickstun, Lovell H. Mentioned 258 

Thomas, B. M. Mentioned 758 

Thomas, Charles H. Mentioned 49,65,70’ 

Thomas, B. B. Mentioned - 600 

Thomas, George H. 

Assignments to command 3 

Correspondence -with 

Fry, Speed S 141 

Hascall, Milo S 985 

Rosecrans, W. S 41-43 

Mentioned 40, 41. 43, 159, 177, 184, 189- 

193, 196,198, 200, 201, 205, 206, 209, 215, 218, 224, 227, 229, 234, 248-250, 252, 
375-379, 383, 395, 397, 408, 409, 417, 442, 443, 467, 528, 633, 642, 652, 653, 688 

Reports of 

Stone’s River,' Tenn. Battle of, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 376, 377 

Stone’s River Campaign. Operations, Dec, 26, 1862-J an. 5, 1863, during- 371 

Thomas, Irving N. Mentioned — 601 

Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned 50 

For correspondence, see AdjutanUG-eneraVs Office^ TJ. S. A, 

Thomason, B. A. Mentioned - 973 

Thomasson, Charles L. Mentioned 341,342 

Thompson, Private. Mentioned - 717 

Thompson, A. B. Mentioned 398,404 

Thompson, Charles R. Mentioned 1 199 

For correspondence as A. A. (3-., see IK, S. Bosecrans, 

Thompson, E. P. Mentioned - - 634 

Thompson, George W. Mentioned 480 

Thompson, J. C. Mentioned - ^1’^ 

Thompson, John. Mentioned 


*Aleo called 1st Middle Tennessee, 
t Also called let Middle Tennessee Infantry. 

X Organizations, pp. 230-233, not included. See note, p. 233. 
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Thompson, John A. Mentioned l 163 

Thompson, J oseph. Mentioned 726, 730, 977 

Thompson, M. B. Mentioned 291,292 

Thompson, R. Mentioned - 661 

Thompson, R. A. Mentioned 826 

Thompson, R* H. S. Mentioned - 671 

Thompson, T. B. Mentioned 915 

Thompson, Thomas . Mentioned ...... — * 659, 828 

Thompson, W. A. (Corporal.) Mentioned 977 

Thompson, W. A. (Private. ) Mentioned — - - 974 

Thoms, R.S. Mentioned 199 

Thomson,?. H. Mentioned. - 671 

Thomson, Thomas. Mentioned 974 

Thornton, E. Q. Mentioned 973 

Thornton, CrUs. B. Mentioned 915 

Throckmorton, C. B. Mentioned 240 

Thmston, Gates P. Mentioned - — 193, 203, 257, 258, 266, 282, 297, 351 

Thurston, A, H. Mentioned 222 

Tibbits, lyeies H. Mentioned 215,505,510 

Tilford, G. M. Mentioned 971 

Till, William. Mentioned 974 

Tillotson, T. Eugene. Mentioned 513 

Timberlake, J ohn. Mentioned 175, 286, 290 

Tinney, Henry C. Mentioned 495 

Tipton, R. H. Mentioned'. 532 

Titus, Cornelius P. Mentioned 559 

Tod, David. Mentioned 1 187,308 

Todd, Charles S. Mentioned 216, 546, 555, 556 

Todd, J. M. Mentioned 505 

Todd, L. Frank, Mentioned 217 

Todhunter, R Mentioned 930 

Toler, Silas C. 

Mentioned 27,179,445 

Report of reconnaissance to Baird’s Mills, Tenn., Nov. 29-Dec. 1, 1862 27 

Tolies, William R. Mentioned 179 

Tompkinsville, Ky. Skirmishes near. 

Nov, 19, 1862. Report of James R. Howard 14 

Nov. 24, 1862. Report of Joseph R. Scott 14 

Townsend, A. L. Mentioned 751^ 753 

Townsend, Frederick. 

Mentioned 177, 203, 380, 382, 394, 396, 397, 404 

Reports of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 403, 405 

Trabue, Presley. Mentioned 828 

Trabue, Robert P. 

Mentioned 659,682,787,792,829 

Report of operations, Deo. 28, 1862-Jan, 3, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 825 

Tracy, M. O. Mentioned 794^ 790 

Transportation. (Railroad and Water.) See report of Marshall, p. 95* 

Trapp, Nicholas. Mentioned 344 

Treanor, John L. Mentioned 342 

Treat, Samuel W. Mentioned 410 

Trezevant, J. H. Mentioned 730 

Tribble, Alexander. Mentioned 15g 
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Trimble, William. Mentioned 230 

Trio, Steamer. Mentioned 980,981 

Tripp, Hagerman. 

Mentioned - 176, 295, 333 

Report of operations, Dec. 27, lS62-Jan. 3, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 338 

Trippe, John F. Mentioned 159 

Trist, Bringier. Mentioned 677 

Triune, Term, Skirmish at, Dec. 27, 1862. 

Casualties. See Stoners Biver Camjmign. 

Report of S. A. M. Wood *. 896 


See also Dec. 26, 1862-Jan 5, 1863. Stoners River Campaign, Reports of 


Adams, Samuel. Dysart, Alexander P. Eansoni, Albert G. 

Anderson, Charles. Edgarton, VTarren P. Pose, Thomas E. 

Baldwin, Philemon P. Hardee, William J. Eosecrans, W. S. 

Berry, William W. Hescock, Henry. Sheridan, Philip H. 

Charlton, E. Hurd, Orrin D. Simonson, Peter. 

Collins, Joseph P. Johnson, Eichard W. Staffoid, Joab A. 

Darden, Putnam. Hlein, Eobert. Tripp, Hagerman. 

Dodge, Joseph B. McCook, Alexander McD. Wood, William B. 

Troutman, Jacob. Mentioned 405 

Troy, Captain. Mentioned k27 

Truesdail, William. Mentioned 229 

Trumbo, G-eorge A. Mentioned 163 

Trusler, Gilbert. Mentioned 667 

Tryon, F, Mentioned ^61 

Tucker, J. R. Mentioned 163 

Tucker, Samuel M. Mentioned , 657 

TuUos, J. M. Mentioned 

Tunnel Hill, Ky. Skirmish at, Nov. 19, 1862 1 

Turner, George. Mentioned ^47 

Turner, George D. Mentioned 

Turner, M. J. Mentioned 

Turner, William B. 

Mentioned 658, 708, 733, 730 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 741 

Turney, D. E. Mentioned - 

Tuscumbia, Ala. Reconnaissances toward, Dec. 9-14, 1832 

Tuttle, Heman B, Mentioned ^65 

Tylee, Lyman. Mentioned ^ i - 

Tyler, Morris E. Mentioned 

Tyler, Robert. Mentioned ^ 

Tyree Springs, Tenn. Skirmish at, Nov. 7, 1862 

Uleric, A. J. Mentioned 

Underwood, T. J. Mentioned 

Union, Tenn. Capture of, Dec. 30, 1862. 

See Dec. 20, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. Carter^ a Raid, Reports of 

Carter, S. P. - Walker, Charles J. Wright, Horatio G. 


TTnion Troops. 

Casualties. Returns of 

Hartsville, Tenn. Action at, Dec. 7 , 1862 

Jefferson, Tenn. Skirmish at, Deo. 30, 1862 

Stone’s River, Tenn. Battle of, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 

Stone’s River Campaign. Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863 


45 

395 

223 

224,242,259-26: 
207-21: 


70 R R— VOL XX, PT I 
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tJnion Troops—Continnecl. 

Mentioned. 

^ Artillery j Liglit— ^e^r/Vne/ifs * 4 tth, {Batteries) ^ Hand M, 181, 213, 

239, 240, 242, 408, 454-457, 516, 518, 519, 523-525, 539, 545, 556, 560, 

565, 566, 56S, 569, 572, 584 ; I, 179 ; 5tli ( Batteries) j H, 34, 177, 205, 

210, 227, 238, 239, 242, 373, 374, 376, 378-382, 386, 387, 394, 396-398, 
400^02,404,405,592. 

Cax^lTj-Regin^ents: 4tli, 182, 214, 224, 236, 271, 618-620,625,648- 
650, 655,656,774,967. 

Infantr\' — ftegiments : }.5th (Battalmis), 1st, 177, 210, 380, 382, 394, 
395,398-401,567; ISth,- 177,210,380,382,394, 395, 398, 399, 401, 

402 726; 17tli,726; 18th {Battalions), lst,tl77, 210, 227, 380, 

332, 394, 396, 393, 401, 403, 726 ; 2d,+ 177, 210, 227, 380, 382, 394, 396, 

398, 403-405, 726 ; 19th {Battalions), 1st, 177, 210, 380, 382, 394, 395, 

398, 405,406, 476. 

Volunteers. Pioneer Brigade. § {Battalions), 1st, 182,214,243-247; 

2d, 182, 214, 243, 244, 247,248,594 ; 3d, 182,215,243-246,249,250, 

490. 

See also respective States. 

Organization, strength, &c. Stone’s River Campaign. Dec. 26, 1862- Jan. 

174-182,200,201 

Upson, Albert. Mentioned 

Urley, Private. Mentioned ^63 

Urquhart, David. Mentioned 671 

Uselton, John A. Mentioned ^73 

Usher, Frank C. Mentioned 

Utterback, Gran. Mentioned 679,832 

Vail, Nicholas J. Mentioned 435 

Vallette, Henry F, Mentioned 18*^ 

Van Arsdale, Peter. Mentioned.- 511 

Vanoe, Robert B. 

Mentioned 660, 915, 939 

Reports of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 937, 939 

Vance, W. J. Menti oned - - - 435 

Van Cleve, Horatio P. 

Mentioned . . 73, 81, 85, 181, 189, 191-195,197, 198, 201, 202, 213, 218, 225, 228, 229, 240, 
248, 250, 316, 335, 378, 408, 434, 438, 447, 449-451, 453, 459, 467, 471, 472, 483, 
514, 528, 547, 548, 557, 569, 571-573, 575, 578, 596-598, 601, 607, 608, 627, 813 

Reports of. 

Flag of truce. Violation of, near R’ash\ille, Tenn., Dec. 15-16, 1862. 82 

Stone’s River, Tenn. Battle of, Dee. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 574 

Van Deren, Ajrchibald. Mentioned 327 

Vanderford, C. K. Mentioned 805 

Van Derveer, Ferdinand. Mentioned 178 

Van Dom, William. Mentioned 981,983 

Van Dyke, John J. Mentioned 354 

Van Horn, Lafayette. Mentioned 217, 385, 387 

Van Kirk, Dolsen. Mentioned 216, 505, 514, 515 

Vanleer, Jo. H. Mentioned 882 

Vann, W. H. Mentioned 867 

Vauosdol, Argus D. Mentioned 35, 646 

*lst Battalion and Co. B, 2d Battalion. J Also Cos. B, C, E, and F, 3d Battalion, 

t Also Cos. A and D, 8d Battalion. ^Pepartmont of the Cninberland. 
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Vanosdol, Robert J. Mentioned.. 606 

. Van Pelt, George W. Mentioned 177, 239, 242, 380, 391 

Vansandt, George Mentioned 973 

Van Tassel, Oscar. Mentioned 324, 325 

Varian, Alexander. Mentioned , 344 

Varner, A Mentioned 292 

Vaughan, A J. Mentioned 851, 907 

Vaughan, A. J., jr. 


Mentioned 658, 687, 693, 705-707, 746-748, 755, 846, 850, 899, 922 

Report of operations, Deo. 30, 1862-Jan. 2, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 743 

Vaught, W. C. D. 


Mentioned 659, 785, 793, 794 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 

Vaulx, Joseph, jr. Mentioned 

Veatch, B. M. Mentioned 

Versailles, Tenn. Reconnaissance to, Jan. 13-15, 1863. Murfreesborough^ 

Tenn, Beeonnamance froni, Jan. 13-15, 1863. 

Vezin, Alfr ed. Mentioned 

Vines, James. Mentioned 

Vinson, J. M. Mentioned 

Virginia. Operations in, Nov. 1, 1862-Jan. 20, 1863. See Southwest Virginia, 
Virginia Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light— .* Davidson’s, 97, 105, 106, 125, 130 ; Nottoway, 

97, 105, 106, 114, 125, 130. 

Cavalry— ^affo//o/7S : 27th, 89, 91, 101 ; 34th, 96, 99, 104, 106, 111, 115. Com- 
panies : Baldwin’s, 123, 124, 130 ; McParlane’s, 104. 

Infantry — Regiments : 64th, 96, 104, 105, 111 , 115, 121, 125-130. 


State Line — Regiments : 1st, 2d, 3d, 33. 

Voorhees, R. M. Mentioned - 505,515 

Voris, Jeremiah. Mentioned 475, 477 

Voris, S. P. Mentioned 283 

Wade, W. B. Mentioned 445,661,958,980 

Wadleigh, John. 

Mentioned 46 

Report of action at Hartsville, Tenn., Dec. 7, 1862 55 

Wadley, C. H. Mentioned 809 

W’adsworth, D. W. C. Mentioned - 571,573 

Wagner, Benjamin L. Mentioned 250 

Wagner, D. C. Mentioned 17,323 

Wagner, George D. 

Mentioned 39,180,198, 


201, 202, 212, 458-463, 468-473, 475, 491, 497, 498, 501, 504, 508, 522, 543, 544 


603 

708 

273 


182 

974 

974 


Reports of 

Murfreesborongh, Tenn. Reconnaissance from, Jan. 13-15, 1863 984 

Stone’s River, Tenn. Battle of, Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 492 

Wagoner, Joseph J. Mentioned 406 

Wagoner, Peter. Mentioned - ^0 

WaHes, William B. Mentioned 958,960 

Waits, W. L. Mentioned 979 

Wakefield, J. G. Mentioned . J 975 

Walker, Asst. Insp. Gen. Mentioned 968 

Walker, Charles J. 

Mentioned 87, 88, 90-92 

Report of Carter’s Raid, Dec. 20, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863 1 93 
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Walker, Daniel. Mentioned - 410 

Walker, D. S. Mentioned 8^2, 890 

Walker, Francis M. 

Mentioned -- ---- ------ '^4, 723, 726 

Keport of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 728 

Walker, G. F. Mentioned 436, 439 

Walker, Isaiah. D. Mentioned - 463 

Walker, Jo siah. Mentioned 839,842 

Walker, J. J. Mentioned 671 

Walker, J. Percy. Mentioned - 960 

Walker, IMoses B. 

Mentioned 178, 194, 195, 200, 211, 256, 306, 350, 372. 373, 375, 409, 594, (>24, 6.33 

Report of operations, Dec. 30, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 441 

Walker, N. B. Mentioned 973 

Walker, Peter P. Mentioned - - 17,323 

Wall, J. H. Mentioned 677 

Wall, Samuel D. Mentioned 292 

Wallace, H. D. Mentioned 975 

Wallace, H. P. Mentioned 814 

Wallace, W. Dewitt. Mentioned 498, 499 

Wallace, William. 

Mentioned 175, 202, 208, 294, 297, 303-307, 310, 312, 317, 318 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1802- Jan. 3, 1HG!> 315 

Walsh, J. A. Mentioned SU4 

Walter, H. W. For correspondence, etc., as A. A. G., see Braxton Bra<jg. 

WalthaU, B. C. Mentioned 659, 074, 677, 693, 695, 696, 753, 762, 768 

Walworth, Nathan BL Mentioned 20, 176, 351 

Ward, Durbin. Mentioned 441 

Ward, Frank B. Mentioned 182, 217, 218, 617, 620 

Ward, John H. Mentioned 150 

Ward, Reedy. Mentioned 673 

Ward, S. T. Mentioned S)74 

Ward, William D. ^ 

Mentioned 17H, 435 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1S63 437 

Ward, William M. Mentioned 629 

Ward, William T. Mentioned ly^ 

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A 672 

Davis, Jefferson 103 

Richmond, W. B 763 

Smith, E. Kirby IO3 

War Department, U. S. Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters 4(5 

Rosecrans, W. Si OQf 

Warner, James R Mentioned 466 47f 

Warren, C. G. Mentioned 

Warrfen, D. O. Mentioned 

Warren, Horace K. Mentioned *4yc 

W arren, W. H. Mentioned . 1 - 67 j 

Washington, A. B. Mentioned 851 8G( 

Washington, George. Mentioned ' *44( 

Watauga Bridge, Term. Destruction of, Deo. 30, 1862. See'carllr’sHemt. 

Capture ofj JDeo. 30, 1862. 
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Waterman, Iiuther D. Report of Wheeler’s Raid, Jan. 8-14, 1863 

Waterman, Richard M. Mentioned 

Waters, David D. 

Corrcspoiuleneo with Leonidas Polk 



Report of operations, Dec. 28-31, 1862, during Stone’s River Campaij 

Waters, J. T. P. Mentioned...,. 

Waters, Louis H. 

Mentioned 

Report of hiittlo of Stone’s River, Tenn.,Dec. 31, 1B62-Jan. 3, 1863. 

Watkins, Charles W. Mentioned 

Watkins, J. B. Mentioned 

Watkins, J. B. M<‘ntioned 

Watldns, John W. hlentioned 

Watkins, L. D. M<‘ntioned 

Watkins, W. M. Mentioned 

Watson, B. Mentioned... 

Watson, James A. M<‘iitioned 

Watson, J, N. Mentioned 

Watson, W. W, iMentioned 

Watterson, T. H. Mentioned 

Weakly, Robert L. M<*nUoued 

Weaver, A. R. ISlentionod 

Weaver, J. T, Mentioned 

Weaver, P. A. Mentioned 

Webb, Clement C. Mentioned - 

Webb, Frank. ]\,Ientioued 


Page. 

. 981 

. 534 

. 696 

. 659 

. 769 

. 895 

181,559 
565 
.. 770 

357,359 
973 
679,822 
92 

653, 743 
.. 979 

.. 277 

.. 903 

.. 976 

.. 887 

.. 708 

204.435 
819,820 

204.436 
217,505 
.. 563 


Webb, James D. 

661.959.964 

Ei'lioi t <»r oiK'.vat iouH, 1 )«c.. ilG, 18CS-Jan. 5, 1863, during Stone’s Eiver Cam- 

■Weber, John. M.-nUoiiod 176, 351, 365, 

Webster, John G. 6 ^ 

Wedomeyor, W. G. I'an'^n a-y 

Weeds, James F. Mnutionod v 198,220,^^ 

Weigle, Eniamiel M. Mentioned ' 

Welch, George W. 

Welch, J. M. g" 

Welcher, Jordon. Mentioned i8r2i6'^i'^’571-57 

Weller, Enoch. Mentioned 561, 5W, &/ 

WeUs, M. B. M<uU ’ 

Wendall, J. B. Mentioned ^ 

Wescott, Henry F* Mentioned 

West, Benjamin F. 

West, Department of tire.’* 

Constituted, and limits defined - ^ 

Johnston, Joseph E.. assigned to, and assumes command ^ 


uonsuuuw-u, 

.Tolmston, .Joseph E.. assigned to, and assumes command. 


West, O. F. Mentioned 291. 2J 

West, T. H. Mentioned ’ 9 - 

West, William X. Mentioned g^g g. 

West, W. R. Mmitioned 


* JoHCsph E.’ Johnston’s geographical command. 



1110 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Western Department. (Confederate.) 

Bragg, Braxton, resnmes command 1 

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 155, 64. 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 4, 657. 

West Tennessee. Forrest’s expedition into, Dec. 15, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863. 

Statement of prisoners (U. S.) captured 673 

Whaley, J. G*. Mentioned 9^3 

Wharton, John A. 

Mentioned - - 23,165,323, 

628, 635, 637, 651, 654, 657, 661-668, 670, 672, 674, 681, 693, 772-774, 779, 780, 
785, 786, 790, 813, 843, 847, 872, 896, 897, 901, 906, 914, 924, 927, 958, 959, 971 
Eeports of 

Franklin, Tenn. Eeconnaissance toward, Dec. 9, 1862 75 

Nashville, Tenn. Reconnaissance from, Dec. 11-12, 1862 77,78 

Nashville, Tenn. Skirmish near, Dec. 23, 1862., 159 

Nolensville, Tenn. Skirmish near, Dec. 1, 1862 28 

Stone’s River Campaign. Operations, Dec. 29, 1862-Jan. 4, 1863, dur- 
ing 966 

Wilson Creek Pike, Tenn. Skirmish on the, Dec. 25, 1862 164 

Wheat, Edward S. Mentioned 441,443 

Wheat, Jolin H. Mentioned 586 

Wheeler, Jared P. Mentioned 365 

Wheeler, J. C. Mentioned 814 

Wheeler, Joseph. 

Correspondence with Braxton Bragg 19 


Mentioned 16, 34, 62-64, 73, 78, 165, 198, 199, 233, 379, 391, 392, 445, 622-624, 630, 

634, 637, 638, 642, 651, 654, 657, 661-664, 666, 667, 669, 670, 672, 674, 681-683, 
686, 705, 734, 772, 773, 924, 940, 944, 964, 965, 968, 970, 971, 980, 981, 983, 984 


Reports of 

Murfreesborongh, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 4, 1863 957 

Stone’s River Campaign. Operations, Dec. 26, 1862-Jan. 25, 1863, dur- 
ing - 958,960 

Wheeler, Thomas J. Mentioned 327 

Wheeler, W. H. Mentioned 976 

Wheeler’s Raid. Jan. 8-14, 1863. 

Communications from 

Enrford, E. S., jr T 982 

Waterman, Luther D 982 

Reports of 

Bragg, Braxton 983 

Gaddis, Maxwell P 980 

Mitchell, Robert B 982,983 

Eosecrans, W. B 979 

Waterman, Luther D 981 

See also Dec, 26, 18C2-Jan. 5, 1863. Stoners Biver Camjpaign. jRejoorta of 
Josejglh Wheeler, 

Wheelis, Nathaniel P. Mentioned 973 

Whitaker, James C. Mentioned 216,604 

Whitaker, Richard T. Mentioned 556 

Whitaker, Walter C. 

Mentioned 180, 446, 517, 518, 542, 555 

Report of battle of Stone’s River, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863 555 

Whitbeck, Horatio N. 

Mentioned 180, 503, 505, 515 
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Whitbeck, Horatio H.— Continued. 

Report of operations, Dec. 29, 1862-Jan. 4, 1863, during Stone’s River Cam- 
paign 5] 

White, B. F., jr. Mentioned 148, 661, 897, 966, 9: 

White, Carr B. Mentioned U 

White, C. C. Mentioned 9^ 

White, D. Gp. Mentioned 779. si 

White, Prank. Mentioned 4c 

White, George P. Mentioned 39o,4{ 

White, James. Mentioned It 

White, John S. Mentioned 

White, Moses, Mentioned GCO, 845, 875, 8£ 

White, Norman P. Mentioned 638,6^ 

White, Peter. Mentioned 851, 9( 

White, T. W. Mentioned 658, 691, 756, 7c 

White, Wsilter S. Mentioned * 9; 

White, W, J. Mentioned 9' 

White, W. T. Mentioned 85 

White Range, Tenn. Skirmish at, Nov. 7, 1862 

Whitfield, Edwin. Mentioned 8] 

Whiting, Charles C. Mentioned 4? 

Whiting, Thomas. Mentioned 3( 

Whiting, W. A. Mentioned 3< 

Whitson, G. M. Mentioned 9^ 

Whitthome, W. C, Mentioned... 7'! 

Whittington, J. S. Mentioned 9' 

Whittlesey^ Robert D. Mentioned 410,414,4 

Whitton, John M. Mentioned 21 

W. H. Sidell, U. S. S. Mentioned 961, 9{ 

Wickliffe, John D. Mentioned & 

Widmer, John H. Mentioned 54, i 

Wiggins, J. H. 

Mentioned 7, 6( 

Report of operations, Dec. 26-31, 1862, during Stone’s River Campaign 9< 

Wiggins, John W, Mentioned 9' 

Wikoff, Charles A. Mentioned 3l 

Wilde, Samuel. Mentioned 2 
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